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QUESTIONS FRAMED BY THE COMMISSION. 
Evidence before the Indian Hemp Drugs Commission, 1893-94. 


CHAPTER I. 

Introductory, 

1, What opportunities have you had of obtain¬ 
ing information regarding the' matters connected 
with hemp drugs in regard to which your answers 
are framed ? 

2. In the most recent work on ganja (Dr. 
Praia's report of 2lst June 1898) it is stated that 
“fn India three narcotic articles are obtained 
naturally from hemp. These are, siddhi or bhang, 
charas, and ganja." They are thus defined by 
Dr. Prain : “ Siddhi, bhang, subji or patti are 
different names applied to the .dry leaves of the 
hemp plant, whether male or female and whether 
cultivated or uncultivated. 

“ Charas i^the name applied to the resinous 
matter which forms the active principle of the 
plant when collected separately. 

“ GanjftjConeists of the dried flowering tops of 
cultivated female hemp plants whioH'*M»e become 
coated with resin in consequence of Jiving been 
unable to set seeds freely. The formation of 
seeds is prevented by the destruction ^pf -all the 
male plants. 

“ Three varieties of ganja, are sold, Ganja is 
usually manufactured by being trodden under foot, 
so that the agglutinated flower-tops assume a 
flattened shape. This is ‘Elat ganja.' The 
other sort of ganja is not trodden, but rolled 
under foot, so that the agglutinated flower-tops 
are less closely adherent, and assume a rounded 
shape. This is ‘ Round ganja.’ The flower-tops 
of g&ftja flefached from the twigs, whether of flat 
or of round ganja, and whether the detachment 
has been accidental or deliberate, form ‘ chur' or 
‘ Broken ganja.'" 

May these definitions he accepted for your pro¬ 
vince ? By what name is each of these products 
locally known ? 


CHAPTER II. 

Cultivation or Growth of Hemp. 

[Cannalis tativa.) 

3. In what districts of which you have know¬ 
ledge does the hemp plant grow spontaneously? 
Mention, any in which it is abundant. 

4. By what different names is it known ? Do 
these refer to exactly the same plant ? 

5. What special conditions of, climate, soil, 
rainfall, elevation above sea level, etc., are necessary 
to the growth of the wild hemp ? 

0. Is the growth of the wild hemp ordinarily 
dense, or scattered ? 

7. Is there any cultivation of the hemp plant 
in your province— 

(a) for production of ganja ; 

(4) for production of charas; 

(c) for use as bhang; 


(d) for its fibre or seeds ; 

If so, where and to what extent? 

8. If there has recently been any considerable 
increase or decrease in the area under such culti¬ 
vation, state the reason. 

9. Give any particulars you are able regarding 
the methods of such cultivation. 

10. Do the persons who cultivate hemp for its 
narcotic properties form a special class r Or are 
they of the same classes as other agricultural 
cultivators ? 

11. Are the plants cultivated for the production 
of ganja ever raised from the seed of the wild 
hemp? 

12. Have you any reason to suppose that the 
(so-called) wild hemp is anywhere specially culti¬ 
vated for the production of ganja? If so, give 
the names of the districts or tracts in which this 
oocurs, aod your opinion as to the extent to which 
the practwetexists. Is the male plant extirpated 
in suah casqp ? 

IS, (a,) Is the cultivation of hemp plant for 
gafijfi restricted in your province ? If so, to what 
.districts ? Why were they selected ? If not 
restricted, is the cultivation common to all dis¬ 
tricts ? 

(4) Are there any special conditions of climate, 
soil, rainfall, elevation above searlevel, etc., which 
are necessary for the cultivation of hemp for 
producing ganja ? 

(<?) Is there any part of your province where its 
cultivation would be impossible ? 


CHAPTER III; 

Preparation or Manufacture. 

14. Are any of the following products of the 
hemp plant prepared in your province 

(a) ganja, 

(4) charas, 

(c) bhang? 

If so, where and to what extent ? 

15. Give any particulars you are able regarding 
the methods of such preparation, distinguishing 
specially the methods of preparation from (a) the 
cultivated, and (4) the wild plant respectively, and 
distinguishing also preparations for (A) smoking, 
(B) eating, and (C) drinking. 

16. (a) Is bhang prepared generally by the 
people in their houses ? 

(4) Can it be prepared from the hemp plant 
wherever grown ? 

(c) Can ganja or charas also be prepared from 
the wild plant wherever grown ? 

17. By what classes of tlie people are the prepar¬ 
ations of the hemp drug respectively made ? 

18. Does any of these three drugs (gaujn, 
charas, and bhang) deteriorate by keeping ? Does 
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it quite lose its effect in time? How long doeB 
it keep good with ordinary care ? What are the 
causes of deterioration ? What special measures 
can be taken to prevent deterioration ? 


CHAPTER IV. 

Trade. 

(Statistics to be obtained from Government 
offices.) 


CHAPTER V. 

Consumption or Use. 

Note.—I t ia very important, in answering the questions 
framed under this ohapter, to distinguish carefully between 
ganja, oharas, and bhang. The answer should deal only with 
those forms of the drug known to the witness, and Should clear¬ 
ly speoify in each case the form or forma to which his statements 
apply. 

19. Are ganja and charas used only for smok¬ 
ing ? If not, name any other uses t6 'which either 
is put, with particulars as to such uses, and the 
places where they are prevalent. 

20. Wbat classes and what proportion of the 
people smoke ganja and charas respectively ? and 
in what localities ? 

21. What kind of ganja (flat, round or “ chur ”) 
is preferred for smoking ? If different kinds are 
nsed in different localities, give particulars. 

22. What charas, native or foreign, is chiefly 
used ? If foreign, whence is it imported? 

23. Is bhang ever used for smoking ? If so, in 
what localities, by what classes of the people, and 
to what extent? 

24. Wh$t olasses and what proportions of the 
people respectively (a) eat or (4) drink bhang, and 
in what localities ? 

25. Is the use of ganja, charas, and bhang, or 
of any of these drugs, on the ^increase or on the 
decrease ? 

Give any reasons you are able. 

28. State for each of these drugs what propor¬ 
tion of the consumers are— 

(a) Habitual moderate consumers, 

(4) Habitual excessive consumers, 

(c) Occasional moderate consumers, 

(d) Occasional excessive consumers. 

27. What classes of the people are each of 
these mainly taken from, and what in each case 
are the habits of life or circumstances which 
mainly lead to the practice? 

28. What is the average allowance and cost of 
each of these drugs per diem to— 

(a) Habitual moderate consumers, 

(4) Habitual excessive consumers ? 

29. What ingredients are (a) ordinarily or (i) 
exceptionally mixed with any of these drugs by 
the different classes of consumers? Is dhatura so 
used ? What is the object of these admixtures ? 

Do you know of any preparation (such as “bhang 
massala”) which is sold for the purpose of being 
mixed with any of these drugs ? Describe its 
ingredients, 


30. (a) To what extent is the consumption of 
each of these three drugs practised in solitude or 
in company ? 

(6) Is it mainly confined to the male sex or to 
any time of life ? 

(c) Is it usual for children to consume any of 
these drugs ? 

31. ( a ) Is the habit of consuming any of these 
drugs easily formed? 

(4) Is it difficult to break off ? 

(e) Is there a tendency in the oasts of any of 
these drags for the moderate habit to dovalop into 
the excessive ? 

82. (a) Mention any customs, social or religifr#*, 
in regard to the consumption of any of thesfc 
drugs. Give an account of every such custom. 

(4) Is the use of the drug in connection With 
such custom regarded as essential ? 

■ (c) Is it generally temperate or excessive ? 

(d) Is it likely to lead to the formation of the 
habit, or otherwise injurious? 

33. (a) How is the consumption of each of 
these drugs generally regarded ? 

, (4) Can it he said that there is any public opi¬ 
nion (social or religious) in regard to the practice ? 
If so, what? If you think that/the use of any 
form of the narcotic is generally in disrepute, to 
what do you attribute that sentiment ? 

(c) Is there any custom of worshipping the 
hemp plant on certain occasions by certain sects of 
the people? 

84. Would it be a serious privation to any 
olass of consumer^ to forego the consumption of 
the drug they use? Give your reasons in each 
case. Give some idea of the probable numbers 
of each class. 

35. (a) Would it be feasible to prohibit the us« 
of aBy or all of these drugs ? 

(4) Would the drug be consumed illicitly? 

(c) How could the prohibition be enforced ? 

(d) Would the prohibition occasion serious dis¬ 
content among the consumers? 

(e) Would such discontent amount to a political 
danger ? 

(/) Would the prohibition be followed by 
recourse to (a) alcoholic stimulants or (4) other 
drugs ? 

86. Is there any reason for thinking that al¬ 
cohol is now being to a certain extent substituted 
for nny of these drugs ? If so, to what causes 
do you attribute this change, aud wbat proof is 
there of its reality ? 


CHAPTER VI. 

Effects. 

Note.— It is very important, in answering' the (jueatioHs 
framed under this chapter, to distinguish carefully betwoeB 
ganja, oharas, and bhang. The answer should deal only 
with the form of hemp known to witness, and should 
dearly specify in each oase the form or forms to which his 
statements apply, and the particular experiences on Which 
they are based. Question 56 deals with the effect of 
admixtures. This should also be referred to in answering 
any question where any such admixture generally affects 
the case. But the answer ought, in the first instance, tq 
deal with the effect of the hemp drug apart from any suck 
admixture. 

37. Are the effects of charas Braoking different 
in any particular from those resulting from ganja 
smoking ? If so, state the difference. 
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88. Have the threb different preparations of 
ganja (round and flat gaDja and “chur”) any 
different effects in kind or degree on consumers ? 

88. Is the stroking of any preparation of the 
hemp plant in any way a less injurious form e£ 
consumption than drinking or eating the same 
or any other preparation ? Give reasons for your 
answer. 

40. (a) Is the use of any of these drugs 
prescribed on account of its medicinal qualities by 
any school of Native Doctors ? 

(b) Are any of them used in the treatment of 
cattle disease? 

41. May the moderate use-of obaras, gauja, or 
bhang be beneficial in its effects— 

(<t) as a food accessory or digestive ; 

(b) to give staying-power under severe exertion 
or exposure, or to alleviate fatigue; 

( c) as a febrifuge or preventive of disease in 
malarious and unhealthy tracts ; 

(d) in any other way. 

"What classes (if any) use the drug for any of 
the above purposes, and in what proportion of 
such classes ? Is it the moderate habitual use 
or moderate occasional use of the drug , which you 
refer to ? 

42. If not beneficial, do you consider the 
moderate use of any of these drugs to be harm¬ 
less ? Give reasons for your answer. 

43. Are moderate consumers inoffensive to their 
neighbours ? 

44. (a) What is the immediate effect of the 
moderate use of any of these drugs on the habitual 
consumer ? 

(b) Is it refreshing ? 

(e) Does it produce intoxication ? 

(d) Does it allay hunger ? 

(a) Does it orPate appetite ? 

( f ) How long does the effect last? 

(g) Are there any after-effects? 

(A) Does the want of subsequent gratification 
produce any longing or uneasiness ? 

45. (a) Does the habitual moderate use of. any 
of these drugs produce any noxious effects—physi¬ 
cal, mental, or moral ? 

(b) Does it impair the constitution in any way? 

(c) Does it injure the digestion or cause loss 
of appetite ? 

(d) Does it cause dysentery, bronchitis, or 
asthma ? 

(<r) Does it impair the moral sense or induce 
laziness or habits of immorality or debauchery ? 

(/) Does it deaden the intellect or produce 
insanity ? 

If it produces insanity, then of what type, 
and is it temporary or permanent ? 

If temporary, may the symptoms be re-induced 
by use of tho drug after liberation from restraint? 

Are there any typical symptoms? 

Do insanes, who have no reoorded ganja history, 
aonfess to the use of the drug ? 

(g) Iu such cases of the alleged connection 
between insanity and the use of hemp as are known 
to you, are you of opinion that the use of the 
drug by persons suffering from mental anxiety 
or brain disease to obtain relief has been sufficiently 
considered in explaining that connection ? 


And do you think there is any evidence to 
indicate that insanity may often tend to indulgence 
in the use of hemp drugs by a person who^ is 
deficient in self-control through weakened in- 
telleft ? 

Give an acoount under each of these points of 
any cases with which you are acquainted. 

46. Discuss the same question in regard to the 
habitual excessive use of any of these drugs. 

47. Does the habitual moderate use of any of 
these drugs appear to be a hereditary habit or to 
affect in any way the children of the moderate 
consumer ? 

48. Discuss the same question in regard to the 
habitual excessive use of any of these drugs. 

49. (a) la the moderate use of any of these 
drugs practised as an aphrodisiac? 

(4) Is it so used by prostitutes ? 

(c) Is the use for this purpose moro injurious 
than its use as an ordinary narcotic, and, if so, 
how ? 

(d) Does the use of hemp tend to produce 
impotence ? 

50. Discuss the same question in regard to the. 
excessive use of any of these drugs. 

51. (a) Are any large proportion of bad charac¬ 
ters habitual moderate consumers of any of these 
drugs P 

(4) What connection, if any, has the moderate 
use with crime in general or with crime of any 
special character ? 

52. i)iscuss the same question in regard to the 
excessive use of any of these drugs. 

53. Does excessive indulgence in any of these 
drugs incite to unpremeditated crime, violent dr 
otherwise ? Do you know of any case in which 
it has led to temporary homicidal frenzy ? 

54. Are these drugs used by criminals to fortify 
themsolves to commit a premeditated act of vio¬ 
lence or other crime ? 

55. (a) Do criminals, in order to further their 
designs, induce their victims to partake of any 
of these drugs and so stupefy themselves? 

(4) Can complete stupefaction be thus induced 
by this drag without admixture. 

66. How are the effects of hemp, used (a) in 
moderation and (4) in excess, modified by the 
admixture of other substances? Note specially 
any information you possess regarding the admix¬ 
ture of dhatura for personal consumption or for 
administration to others. 

57, Ganja and charas are said sometimes to be 
eaten or drunk. Where this is the case, give 
your experience as to the effects, dealing separate¬ 
ly with any of the heads in the preceding questions 
which seem to require notice. 


CHAPTER VII. 

Administration— 1 Taxation : Control. 

58. If you are acquainted with the present system 
of Excise Administration in your province in res¬ 
pect of hemp drugs, do you consider it to be 
working well, or do you consider it to be capable 
of improvement ? 

59. If capable of improvement, indicate in wbat 
direction or directions, giving reasons for your 
answer. 
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60. If ganja is produced in your province, do 
you think that the cultivation of the ganja-bear* 
’ D gpJ 8 nt and the process of its preparation are 
sufficiently controlled, or that the system requires 
modification in any respect ? If so, in what 
respects and why ? 

61. If charas is produced in your province, do 
you think the cultivation of the hemp plant for 
its production and the process of preparation are 
sufficiently controlled, or that the system requires 
modification in any respect." If so, in what res¬ 
pects and why ? 

62. Do you think that the cultivation of the 
hemp plant for the production of bhang should he 
in any way controlled? Would this he feasible? 
If so, indicate the method by which such control 
could be exercised. 

68. Have you any objection to the present 
system of vend of a ohami or preparations 

- 3 bb&ug 

ot them ? If you have any objections, state them 
at length, and indicate the improvements you* 
suggest. 

64. Have you any objections to the existing 
regulations governing the export and import of 
these drugs or of their preparations from and into 
your province, or their transport within the pro¬ 
vince ? Give reasons for your answer. 

65. In your opinion is the taxation of a ZhJue 
reasonable with reference (a) to each other, (6) to 


alcoholic or other intoxicants ? Give reasons for 
any alterations in the amount of taxation of any 
of these articles which you may suggest. 

66. In vour opinion is it necessary that there 
should be different rates of taxation for different 
kinds of ganja (such as the “ flat,” “ round,” and 
“ broken ” ganja produced in Bengal), or for ganja 
grown in different localities? If so, on what 
principle ? 

67. Having regard to the ultimate incidence of 
the tax on the consumer, have you any objections 

to the present method of taxing ? 

3 bhang 

68. Are there in your province houses or -shops 
licensed for the sale of these drugs or their prepftr 
ations where they may he consumed on the premi¬ 
ses ? What is your view in respect to such houses 
or shops ? 

69. Are the wishes of the people consulted or 
considered in any way before a shop is opened in 
any locality ? What measures are taken for this 
purpose ? Ought local public opinion to be thus 
considered ? 

70. Are there any facts regarding the importa¬ 

tion or. smuggling of hemp drugs from Native 
States into your province to whieh you wish to 
draw attention ? Is duty really paid in respect 
to the ganja and other hemp drugs used ? Or is 
there any general use of untaxed drugs, and by 
whom ? & J 
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1 

Honourable T. D. Mackenziet . 

• 

• 

i 

Commissioner of Customs,- Salt, Abkari 
and Opium. 

1 

2 

G. B. lleidf .... 

• 

• 

• 

Commissioner . . , 


« 

2 

3 

G.W.Vidalf .... 


• 


Chief Secretary to Government 


■ 

3 

4 

W. Porteous .... 


• 


Collector .... 



4 

5 

E. J. Ebden* .... 


a 


Ditto ii,i 


a 

%b» 

e 

W. F. Sinclair* 


• 


Ditto .... 



9 

7 

F. L. Charles .... 


• 


Ditto .... 


■ 

11 

8 

F. S. P. Lely* 


m 


Ditto .... 


a 

13 

9 

J. JJ. Campbell, C.I.E.t . 

• 

■ 

a 

Collector of Land Revenue and 
and Opium . , , 

Customs 

• 

16 

10 

J. MonteaTL .... 

• 

• 

• 

Collector .... 

• 

• 

17 

11 

H. Woodward .... 

« 

« 

* 

Ditto .... 

a 

• 

19 

12 

A. Cumine .... 

• 

a 

a 

Acting Collector , , 

a 

• 

21 

13 

W. W. Drew . . « 

• 

» 

a 

Ditto . , 

a 
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14 

R. A. Lamb .... 

♦ 

• 

a 

. . 

• 

a 

22 

15 

16 

M. C. Gibb .... 

H. W. Bagnoll . , . 

• 

« 

a 

Assistant Magistrate . 

V 


24 

ib. 

♦ 

• 

a 

DlttO a * 

■ | j J 

« 

• 

17 

C. G. Dodgson . . . 

• 

• 

a 

Ditto . . 

• 

a 

25 

18 

Hon. G. D. Panso 

a 

• 

# 

Ditto • • 

• 

• 

27 

19 

A. H. Plunkett . . . 

• 

• 


City Magistrate. 

- 

• 

28 

20 

P, H. Dastur, Kb&n Bahadur . 

• 

• 

a 

Preeidency Magistrate 

a 

♦ 

34 

21 

R. B. Lallubhai Gordhandas* 


• 


Deputy Collector . . 

* 

* 

ib a 

22 

R. B. Narayan Ganesh Deshpande 

• 


• 

Ditto 

• 

• 

36 

23 

B. B. K. M. Thatte . 

• 


a 

Ditto 

• 

• 

38 

24 

R. B. Bhimbai Kirparam* . 




Ditto . . 

* 

a 

89 

25 

R. B. Venkatesh Bapuji Vadekar 




Ditto . • 

• 

• 

42 

26 

K. B. Dadabhai Dinshaji . 




Ditto . 

a 

• 

45 

27 

R. B. Bhaakar Ramobandra Heblikar 




Ditto 

• 

a 

48 

28 

R. B. Sitaram Damodar 




Ditto 

• 

* 

61 

29 
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a 

• 

• 

Ditto . 

« 

• , 

54 

30 

R, B. Bapuji Mahipat Kharkar 

• 

• 

* 

Ditto . . 

• 

a 

57 

31 

R. B. Rango Ramobandra Bhardi 

♦ 

• 

f 

Ditto, Assistant to Commissioner, Cen¬ 
tral Division . 

60 
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82 

R. B. Rudragauda Cbanyirgauda Artol • 

• 

* 

Deputy Collector .... 

64 

83 

R. B. Ramchandra Rajaram Mall* . 

. 

• 

Ditto Administrator of Jath . 

67 

84 

R. B. V. E. Shikre .... 



Deputy Collector .... 

72 

as 

J. F. Fernandes .... 



Retired Deputy Collector . . 

73 

36 

R. B. Narayan Bhikaji Joglekar * 



Pensioned Deputy Collector* and Karb- 
h&ri of the Aundh State . 

75 

37 

H. Ingle ..... 


* 

Retired Deputy Collector 

79 

38 

W. Almon* ..... 



Assistant Collector of Abkari . 

80 

39 

R. S. Ganesh Pandurang Tbakur * 



Mamlatdar. 

84 

40 

R. S. Najayan Yainan Deobhankar . 



Ditto .. 

90 

41 

R. S. Shesbo Krisua Mudkavi . 

4 


Ditto ...... 

91 

42 

R. S. Vilhal Ragbonatb Dange . 

• 


Ditto ...... 

94 

43 

R. S. L. M. Desbpande . . . 

a 


Ditto . 

ib. 

44 

R. S. Krishnaji Balal Deval * . 


* 

Ditto ...... 

X 

46 

R. S. Ramchandra Narayon Joglekar 

t 


Ditto . 


46 

Balkrishna Narayan Vaidya , . 



State Karbhari 

ib. 

47 

Dgdabhai Baq'orjee. Gnzdar . . 

• 

• 

Abkari Inspector . , . 

100 

48 

K. 8. Naearyanji Edalji Setna . 

♦ 

• 

Ditto . 

; luo 

49 

Yaebyantrao Nilkanth . . 

w 

• 

Superintendent, Offiee of Survey Com¬ 
missioner and Director of Land Records 
and Agriculture , 

• 108 

•0 

6. P. Millet . 

• 

a 

Divisional For*tf officer . 

1 113 

61 

Lieutenant-Colonel J. Humfrey f * 

■ 


-IinSjpSfAjr General of Police 

111 

62 

K. ScMWell t .... 

• 


Superintendent, Great Indian Peninsula 
Railway Police .... 

115 

63 

R. W. E. H. Vincent, C.I.E. t • 

* 


Officiating Commissioner of Police . 

116 

64 

H. Kennedy ..... 

* 

• 

District Superintendent, Police , 

117 

65 

J. E. Down . 



Ditto . 

11:1 

66 

Major T. R. M. Maopheraon 



Ditto . 

120 

67 

F. T. Y. Austin «... 



Ditto ..... 

121 

68 

Dbanjisha Uadnbhoy 



Ditto ..... 

123 

59 

T, G. Foard . 



Superintendent of Police 

124 

60 

£. B. Nanabhai Kavaaji 



Police Inspector .... 

120 

61 

J. A. Gnider . 



Ditto ..... 

132 

62 

R. S. Pranshankar * . . . . 



Ditto . .... 

ib. 

63 

Surgeon-Major-General P. S. Turnbull t 



Surgeon-General with the Government of 
Bombay . 

135 

64 

Brigade-Surgeon-Lieutenant-Colonel G. A. 
ohie . 

Macona- 

Principal, Grant Medical College . 

ib. 

65 

66 

Brigade-Suvgeon-Lieutenant-Colonel J. Arnett 

Surgeon-Major D. N. Parakh * . 

• 

Physician in charge, St. George’s Hos¬ 
pital . . 

Surgeon to the Gocul Does Tejpal Hos¬ 
pital . 

136 

t b. 

67 

Smjepn-Major H. W, B. Boyd • 

• 


Civil Surgeon .... 

137 
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68 

Surgeon-Lieutanant-Co'.onel M. L. Bartholoraeusz 

+ 

4- 

Civil Surgeon . 

• • 

140 

69 

Surgeon-Lieutenant-Colonel W. McConaghy 

• 

• 

Ditto . . . 

• 

141 

70 

Surgeon-Major H. McCalman f • 

• 

• 

• 

Ditto . . . 

• * 

144 

71 

Surgeon-Major D. C, Davidson . 

• 


« 

Ditto* . 

• • 

145 

72 

Surgeon-Captain W. E. Jennings t 

• 


- 

Ditto . 

* i 

146 

73 

Surgeon-Major K. B. Kirtikar * 

• 


- 

Ditto . . . 

' • 

ib. 

74 

Surgeon-Colonel D. E. Hughes *. 



• 

Prinoipal Medical Officer, Bombay, Deesa 
and Aden Distriets . 

151 

75 

Surgeon-Captain W. H« Burke t * 



• 

Assistant Civil Surgeon . 

• • 

152 

76 

R. S. Bhikaji Amrit Chobhe 



• 

Assistant Surgeon 

» • 

153 

77 

K. B. DosBabliai Pestouji * 

e 

• 

• 

Ditto Honorary Assistant 
Surgeon to His Excellency the Viceroy 

164 

78 

Anna Moreshwar Kunte . 

• 



Assistant Surgeon 

• 

156 

79 

M. F. Pereira * . • 

• 

• 

• 

Ditto • • * 

- 

lb. 

80 

B. B. Thaknrdas Kirkabhai . " 

• 

• 

• 

Ditto . . . 

* • 

157 

81 

Abdul Ghani Hakim 

a 


- 

Ditto , . . 

« • 

160 

82 

B. H.Nanavati . • 

• jf 

* 

• 

Ditto, Teapher of Surgery and 
Midwifery ..... 

101 

83 

Bhau Sucoaram • • - 

« 


• 

Civil Hospital Assistant 

• * 

162 

84 

Rajana Lokaji .... 

• 


• 

Ditto « ■ • 

. * ♦ 

163 

85 

Jamitram Jayashankar . . 

« 

• 

• 

Ditto . 

• 

164 

86 

Sadashiv Waman* . 

• 


• 

Ditto . 

• 

165 

87 

Phirozsha Dinsba * . . • 

• 

* 

■ 

Ditto . 

• 

168 

88 

Shaik Sarfraz Hakim 

• 

• 

• 

Ditto . . 


170 

89 

Parsan Singh * • • 



• 

Ditto . . • 

• 

171 

90 

R. B. Vishram Ramji Gbollay . 



• 

Medioal practitioner . 

• 

172 

91 

Ganesh Krishna Garde * . . 



• 

Ditto • # t 

• 

173 

92 

J. Gerson Da Cunha 

* 


• 

Ditto , 

• 

179 

93 

Edalji Nasserwanji . 


V 

• 

Ditto . . 

• 

180’ 

94 

J. C. Lisboa .... 



• 

Ditto . . . 

. 

ib. 

95 

Bhalehandra Krishna Bhatavadekar 


• 

• 

Ditto . 

• 

181 

96 

Ismail Jan Mahomed . . 


e 

• 

Ditto . 

■ 

183 

97 

Ardpsir Dadabhoy Mody . • 



• 

Ditto, Member, Municipal Cor¬ 
poration .... 

184 

98 

Uttamram Jeewanram 


• 

• 

Native Doctor . 


ib. 

99 

Keshowram Haridat . • 


• 

• 

Ditto .... 

■ 

186 

100 

Parbharam Jeewanram * . • 



• 

Ditto .... 

• ' # 

187 

101 

Vithaldass Pranjiwandaes . • 



• 

Landlord and Trader . 

• 

190 

102 

Bamohandva Krishna Kothavale * 



» 

Inamdar .... 

• 

192 

103 

Rev. D. O. Fox • • • 



♦ 

Methodist Episcopal Church 

• 

106 

104 

Desaibhai Kalidas . • • 

* 


- 

Government Pleader . 

• 

197 

105 

E. B. Govindrao Ramohandra Garud 

• 


_ 

Pleader .... 

* 

201 


• Examined orally. t Examined orally only , 

x Summoned to attend at a meeting o£ the Commission toi oral examination, bnt waa unable to appear. 
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Bombay— conoid. 



106 

E. B. Huchrao Aohut Harihar .... 

Pleader ...... 

203 

107 

Naro Dhakadeo ...... 

Ditto ...... 

205 

108 

Daji Abaji Khare ...... 

Honorary Seeretary, Bombay Branch, 




East India Association 

207 

109 

Sewak Lall Karsondas. 

Secretary, Arya Samaj 

208 

110 

B. B. Vishvanatb Keshava Joglekar * , 

Sowkar ...... 

ib. 

111 

Dinanath Shivshanker ..... 

Chemist and Druggist . 

214 

112 

Nawalohand Heeraohand ..... 

Jeweller ...... 

215 

118 

Jamsedjee .Nasserwanjee Ginwalla § . 

Abkari and Opium Contractor 

216 

114 

Kisan Daliohand. 

Ganja-vendor ..... 

219 

115 

Nannu Mian B. Shaik ..... 

Municipal Secretary .... 

220 

116 

E. B. Venkat Bango Katti .... 

Pensioner ..... 

223 

117 

Gurappa Kachappa Shett ..... 

Shotti, Municipal Commissioner and 




Local Board Member 

226 

118 

Laldas Laxmanji * . . . . . 

Solicitor’s Clerk .... 

230 


SlHD. 



1 

H. E. M. James ..... 

Commissioner in Sind 

285 

2 

R. Giles. 

Collector ...... 

237 

3 

C. E. S. Steele .. 

Officiating Deputy Commissioner , 

241 

4 

Khan Bahadur Kadirdad Khan Gul Khan, C.I.E. , 

Deputy Colleotor . . . . 

243 

5 

K. B. Sadik Ali . 

Ditto ..... 

247 

6 

Khan Bahadur Mahomed Yakub . • . 

Ditto • « i • , 

264 

7 

Wadhumal Chandiram ..... 

Pensioned Deputy Collector , , 

ib. 

8 

0. Maolver ....... 

District Superintendent, Polioe, . 

255 

9 

Rahimtulla Khan ...... 

Inspector of Police .... 

ib. 

10 

E. B. Lakshman Singh ..... 

Ditto .... 

257 

11 

Mahomed Murid ...... 

Ditto . . . , 

259 

12 

G. Judd 

Head Preventive Officer , ♦ , 

260 

13 

G. J. Barker . 

Abkari Inspeotor .... 

261 

14 

Rao Bahadur - Alumal Trikamdas 

Deputy Educational Inspector . 

263 

15 

Brigado-Surgeon-Lieutenant-Colonel G. Bain- 




bridge . 

Civil Surgeon ..... 

265 

16 

Brigade-Surgeon-Lieutenant-Colonel J. F. Keith * 

Ditto . 

267 

17 

Surgeon-Major W. H. Corkery .... 

Ditto . 

272 

18 

E. Mackenzie . 

Assistant Surgeon .... 

273 

19 

G. M. Dixon . 

Ditto ..... 

274 

20 

J. E.Bocarro . 

Ditto, Leoturer, Medical Sobool 

277 

21 

Mulohand Gungaram ..... 

Assistant'Surgeon .... 

282 

22 

Elijah Benjamin . 

Civil Hospital Assistant . 

284 

23 

Shaikh Ali ...... 

Ditto ... . . 

285 


* Examined oruiiy. 

S Invited to attend at a meeting of the Commission for oral examination, bat failed to appear. 
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24 

Dr. S. M. Kaka* . 


a 



Municipal Health Officer . 

286 

26 

Makhdum Dost Mahommed 





Zamiudar. 

289 

26 

Shet Vishindas . 


• 



Ditto and Contractor . . 

290 

27 

Rev-A. E. Ball 





Missionary C. M. S. 

294 

28 

K. 3. Mahomed Laik 





Mukhtyarkar. 

296 

29 

Pribhdas Shewakram 





Secretary, Band of Hope . » , 

299 

30 

Tirithdas Hasrajmal 





Merchant. 

301 

31 

Bhai Pesumal Narumal . 





Merchant and Drug Parmer 

302 

32 

Amarumal Pritamdas . 





Hemp Drugs and Opium Contractor 

307 

33 

Maughanmal Alumal . 





Ditto .... 

308 

34 

Shet Dayaram Kishenohand 





0 it tO a ■ a a 

309 

35 

Din Mahomed • . 



a 

a 

Contractor and Employer of labour 

311 


Be sin. 







1 

A. Elliott . . 

• 

• 

a 


Deputy Commissioner . . , 

313 

2 

Khan Bahadur Shamsuddin All Khan 


a 

a 

Officiating ditto . . . 

ib. 

3 

C. Shamrao 

• 


a 

« 

Attach d to the Resident at Hyderabad . 

ib. 

4 

Rao Bahadur Vaman Narayau Bapat 




Extra Assistant Commissioner . 

316 

5 

N. P. Joshi , . . 

• 




Ditto. 

ib . 

6 

J. R. O’Grady 

• 


• 


Ditto. 

316 

7 

Kriahnarao Hari . • 

• 


a 


Officiating ditto • . . 

317 

8 

Abarao Jawroo . . 

• 


* 


Karbhari Fatel and Spooial Magistrate . 

320 

9 

A. Ardagh . . . 

* 


a 


Deputy Superintendent of Eioise 

321 

10 

J. C.Watoha . . . 

• 


a 


Excise Inspector .... 

323 

11 

Waman Ganesh • . 

a 




Tahsildar ...... 

324 

12 

Vickooji Narain . . 

a 




Ditto . 

327 

13 

Yinayak Appaji Kaur • 

• 


. > 


Officiating ditto . . 

329 

14 

Luxman Gopal Deshpande 





Kalb Tahsildar . . . 

331 

36 

Colonel C. T. Lane . 





InspectoT-General of Police 

333 

16 

H. A. Heath . 





District Superintendent of Police 

ib. 

17 

N. R t Cumberlege . „ 





DlttiO a a a • 

ib. 

18 

Surgeon-Major C. L. Swaine 





Officiating Sanitary Commissioner and 
Inspector-General of Dispensaries 

334 

19 

Surgeon-Major R. B.Roe 


• 

• 

• 

Civil Surgeon 

336 

20 

Surgeon-Captain E. W, Reilly 





Civil Surgeon and Superintendent, Cen¬ 
tral Jail . 

336 

21 

0. W. Jones . 





Civil Surgeon ..... 

ib. 

22 

J, Morrison . . 





Ditto ...... 

337 

23 

W. J, Montgomery . 


a 

a 


DlttO * • a • • « 

338 

24 

S. Baijnath . • • 


* 

• 


Medical Officer, Mady Hospital . . 

339 


# Examined orally. 
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$5 

S, G. SteinhofE . . , 


■ . 

• 

Medical Offioer in charge of Khamgaon 
Charitable Dispensary . 

341 

26 

Dinker Navayan 


• 

• 

Distriot Superintendent of Vaccination . 

842 

27 

M. Doorgiah Pillay 

• 


• 

Hospital Assistant .... 

343 

28 

M. Poonam Balam Moodeliar 

• 

• 

• 

Ditto. 

345 

29 

E. N. Mudholkar . , • . 

• 

- 


Private Medical Practitioner . . 

346 

30 

G. V. Khot .... 


• 


Ditto. 

ib. 

31 

Khan Bahadur Nawab Muhammad Salamulla Khan. 

Jagirdar ..... 

348 

32 

G. S. Khaperde 

• 

% 


Pleader. 

349 

33 

Yesliwant Yaman Dighe . 

• 

* 


Ditto ...... 

350 

34 

Niainat Klian Bilan Khan 

• 

• 


Merchant. 

353 

35 

Lakshman Atmaram 


• 


Ditto. 

354 

36 

Khaja Abdul Baki . . . 

• 

• 

• 

Money-lender ..... 

356 


Ajmebe-Mebttaba. , 






i 

G. Bennett .... 

• 

♦ 

* 

Abkari Inspector .... 

359 

2 

G. W. Gayer .... 

• 

• 


District Superintendent of Police.. , 

366 

3 

Snrgeon-Major D. Ff.-Mnllen . 

• 

a 

♦ 

Civil Surgeon. 

361 

4 

Sheikh Elahi Bakheh, Khan Bahadur 


• 

• 

Retired Doctor and Honorary Magis¬ 
trate ...... , .. 

ib. 

5 

Asghar Ali Khan . , 

* 

« 

a 

■ Hospital Assistant .... 

363 

8 

Abdul Kayum 

. 

"• I 

• 

Hakim ...... 

ib. 

7 

Jati Amar Ilansa . . 

* 

• 

• 

Baid ...... 

304 


COOBG. 






1 

A. Bopanna .... 

• 

* 

a 

Planter . 

367 

2 

Mnkkati Xyappa , . 

• 

• 

• 

Cultivator. 

368 


Bjluchibtaw. 






1 

Major G. Gaieford . 

• 

• 


Deputy Commissioner 

369 

2 

Kazi Imamuddin . 

* 

. 


Extra Assistant Commissioner 

ib * 

3 

Kedar Nath .... 

• 

• 


Head Clerk of the Political Agent at 
Kalat. 

370 

4 

Muhammad Yusuf . 


• 

• 

Hospital Assistant . .- 

ib. 

5 

Waryam Singh 


• 


Ditto .. . . 

371 

6 

Muhammad Akbar Ali Khan 


* 

« 

Ditto. 

873 

7 

Bhagwan Das . 


• 


Ditto . . . , 

ib. 
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1 

Colonel H. B. Spearman * 


« 

* 

a 

a 

Commissioner . 

a a a 


375 

2 

Lieutenant-Colonel C. B Cooke 

# 

• 


a 

Ditto 

• a a 


376 

3 

J ( E. Bridges * 

• 

t 

» 

a 

a 

Ditto . 

a a ■ 


377 

4 

Major B. A. N. Parrott 

• 


a 

a 

a 

Offg. ditto 

a a a 


380 

6 

A. B. Bilks . 

• 

* 

* 

a 

a 

Commissioner • 

• a a 

. 

ib. 

6 

J. K. Macrae f 

• 


• 

a 

a 

Deputy Commissioner, 


381 

7 

K. G. Bume * 

a 

a 

a 


a 

Ditto 

« a a 


ib. 

8 

Major W. P. H. Grey 

• 

a 

• 



Ditto 

a • a 


383 

9 

A. M. B. Irwin * . 

4 

a 


« 


Ditto 

a a • 

a 

l5a 

10 

H. Adamson . 

• 

a 

* 



Ditto 

• a 


984 

11 

H. G. Batten J . 

a 

a 

a 


a 

Ditto 

. 

* 

ib . 

13 

Major G. S.Eyre • 


• 

a 


a 

Ditto 

a * a 


385 

13 

W. N. Porter . 

• 

• 

a 


• 

Ditto 

a a a 


386 

14 

S. H. T. de la CourfwuVe 

• 

■ 

a 

a 

a 

Ditto 

• a a 

a* 

ib. 

15 

A. E. Hough 

• 

a 

4 

'a 


Ditto 

• • a 

• 

387 

16 

J. S. D. Fraser * . 

a 

a 

a 



Offg. ditto 

a a a 

• 

*b. 

17 

B. C. Stevenson . 

a 


a 

"Jaw 


Ditto 

• • a 

a 

389 

18 

19 

R. G. Culloden + 

E. Lewis t • 

* 


a 

a 

a 

1.1, 

a 

my 

Assistant Collector, and Superintendent, 
Preventive Servioe .... 
Excise Officer . . , , 

ib. 

390 

20 

Major S. C. F. Peilo t 

. 

• 

a 

a 

a 

Inspector General of Police , 

a 

392 

21 

J. D. Meroer . 

. 

• 

a 

i™ ■ 

a 

District Superintendent of Police 

a 

ib. 

22 

It. W. Martin . 


a 

a 



Ditto 

ditto . 


393 

23 

A. G. Mayno . . 

• 

a 

a 



Ditto 

ditto . 


ib. 

24 

A. J. A. Jardine 

• 




* 

Ditto 

ditto , 


ib a 

25 

W. G. Snadden 

• 





Ditto 

ditto . 


>5. 

26 

M. J. Chisholm 

• 





Ditto 

ditto , 

a 

ib. 

27 

E. H. Molloy . 

• 


a 


• 

Ditto 

ditto 


394 

28 

C. M. Pvendergaat . 

• 


a 



Ditto 

ditto . 

» 

ib. 

29 

W. H. Tarletont 

• 




a 

Ditto 

ditto 

a 

& 

30 

E. G, Mumford . . 

• 

• 




Ditto 

ditto 

a 

»6. 

31 

B. A. E. Castle 

• 

a 




Ditto 

ditto 

a 

ift. 

32 

A- A. St. C. Miller . 

• 

• 




Ditto 

ditto 

a 

895 

33 

H. P. Pedler . 

• 

a 


a 


Ditto 

ditto 

a 

«5. 

34 

A. D. Kiernander 

• 



a 


Ditto 

ditto , 

a 

ib. 

35 

B. L. Cumberland 

• 

a 


a 

a 

Offg. Distriot Superintendent of Police 

ib. 

36 

E. A. W. G. McDougall 

• 




a . 

Ditto 

ditto 

♦ 

ib. 

37 

Brigade-Surgeon-Lieut.-Col. D. Sinclairf 

t 

• 

Inspector General of Jails, Chief of the 
Civil Medical Department, etc. 

396 

38 

Sorgeon-Lieut.-Col, 0. Baker f 

a 

* 

- 

a 

Civil Surgeon ant 
Lunatio Asylum 

Superintendent, 

• a * a 

ib. 


* Examined orally. t Examined orally only. 

| Summoned to attend at a meeting oi the Commie*ion for oral examination, hut was unable to appear. 
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39 

Surgeon-Lieut.-Col, P. N. Mookerjee * . 

Civil Surgeon ..... 

397 

40 

Surgeon-Major S. H. Dantra * ... 

. .. Ditto ■ • • * * 

388' 

41 

Surgeon-Major P. W. Dalzell .... 

Civil Surgeon and Superintendent, 
Central Prison .... 

m 

42 

Surgeon-Major G. T. Thomas .... 

Civil Surgeon ..... 

400 

43 

Surgeon-Capt. E. E. S. Davis* .... 

Superintendent, Central Prison , 

401 

44 

Surgeon-Capt. E. H. Castor .... 

Civil Surgeon .... 

ib. 

45 

0- L. Munshi*....... 

Ditto. 

402 

46 

Mali end ra Nath Boy. 

Besideut Medical Officer, Eangoon 

General Hospital ... 

403 

47 

Manng Thinf ....... 

Assistant Surgeon .... 

404 

48 

8ona Mull .. 

Civil Hospital Assistant 

405 

49 

Eight Kev. J. M. Strachanf .... 

Bishop of Eangoon .... 

406 

50 

Saw Maung f .. 

Ex-Sawbwa of Nyaupgywe State 

ib. 

61 

Knngyi f. 

Unde of Sawbwa of Hsipan . . 

407 

62 

Kinwun Mingyi, C. S. 1.1 .... 

Prime Minister to the late Governor 
of Burma ..... 

a. 

53 

Myowun XL Pe Si, C.I.E. t . . . . 

Late Town Magistrate of Mandalay . 

408 


• Examined orally. f Examined orally only. 












INDIAN HEMP DRUGS COMMISSION. 


EVIDENCE OF BOMBAY WITNESSES. 


1. Evidence of the Hon’bbe Mb. T. D. Mackenzie, Commissioner of Customs, 

Salt, Abkari and Opium, Bombay . 


Oral evidence . 

Question 1.—I have little special experience 
about the hemp drugs. The subject attracted 
little attention until this Commission was appoint* 
ed. On 1st August I completed twenty-eight 
years' service. I have served in every capacity in 
the executive administration, except Divisional 
Commissioner in actual charge. For two periods 
I have been Commissioner of Excise, making to¬ 
gether about eighteen months. 

Question 59 .—The use of the hemp drugs may 
be said to he general; but I am not able to Speak 
with any personal knowledge as to the proportion 
of the population which uses them. The only know¬ 
ledge I have of increase and decrease is based on the 
figures given in my reports. My impression is 
that cultivation is on the decrease in consequence 
of the restrictions imposed by the regulations for 
sale of the produce. There is only one wholesale 
vendor besides the cultivators, and he is in the 
Kolaba district. He imports from other districts, 
and supplies the Bombay market. The local supply 
of the drugs is, of course, supplemented by im¬ 
ports. These imports seem to show an increase iu 
the Northern Division, and the drugs come for 
the most part, as well as I can ascertain, from 
Ahmednagar and Satara. But the increase in 
recent years is not very important. In the Cen¬ 
tral Division there is a tendency in the imports to 
decrease ; but I do not think there has been any 
material reduction in consumption in the Division. 
There is a material increase of imports in the 
Southern Division, notably in the Dharwar district. 
This indicates an increase of consumption, and the 
tendency is still to increase. On the point whe¬ 
ther the consumption of the whole presidency is 
growing or falling off, I should refer to the figures 
of retail sales supplied by the licensed vendors, 
These are as trustworthy as we con get; but they 
cannot be regarded as better than approximate. 
J{ there is any tendency to general increase of 
/consumption it is very slight indeed. 

Regarding the substitution of drugs for alcohol 
or the reverse, I cannot speak with great con¬ 
fidence. I do not think there is cause to believe 
that drug consumers are taking to liquor. There 
is no temptation to do so. I certainly think liquor 
consumers are not taking to the drugs. The 
classes of the consumers of the two intoxicants are 
quite distinct. Theoretically, the cheapness of the 
drugs would be a temptation to people to consume 
them; but practically the habits of the people 
prevent the change taking place. 

I have had a good many years' experience as 
Magistrate and Collector in Ahmedabad, Belgaum, 
Thana, Broach, Khandesb, and I cannot recall 
any eases in which crime was traceable to the use 
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of ganja or bhang. I cannot speak as to the effect 
on people's health, for the consumption is so 
trivial, I have certainly not noticed any deteriora¬ 
tion in the health of the people from this cause. 
I should, therefore, be opposed to the prohibition 
of the drug or any severe restriction. The effect 
of such restriction would, in all probability, drive 
the people to more deleterious drugs, such as 
dhatura, which is ready to hand in every village. 
I have not known dhatura to be used as a substi¬ 
tute for the hemp drugs, or as an admixture for 
strengthening the effect of the hemp drugs. 
Though 1 have not this experience, still I think it 
quite possible that the ascetic class would take to 
it. No other alternative drug suggests itself to 
me at the moment. The ascetic class would not 
take to alcohol, because they could not afford it. 
If the price of the hemp drags were much raised, 
the ascetics would probably stint themselves of food 
in order to get the drugs and so do themselves 
great in j ury. I do not think the labouring classes, 
who use the drugs, would take to dhatura. They 
would rather take to alcohol, I think this would 
probably do less harm, the liquor being toddy or. 
spirit of good quality, such as is supplied from 
oentral distilleries, than the hemp drugs do. I 
refer in these answers to the moderate use of either 
intoxicant. I do not think hemp consumers would 
take to opium, because it is an intoxicant of a 
different character. Those who indulge in a strong 
stimulant would not be likely to take to a sedative 
drug. In this respect I should wish to modify the 
concluding portion of paragraph 17 of my memo¬ 
randum. As regards the objects which Govern¬ 
ment should keep in view in reference to excise 
of these drugs, I think there is a demand for the 
hemp drugs, and that the demand will he satis¬ 
fied legitimately or illegitimately. Government 
Bhould, therefore, exercise a certain amount of con¬ 
trol over the drugs, its measures should not be so 
restrictive as to induce smuggling and other crimes, 
and Government should at the same time be entitled 
to derive such revenue as it legitimately can from 
this source. The policy should be one of restric¬ 
tion so far as restriction is possible, and 1 base 
this opinion on the reputed effects of the drugs. 
If absolute restriction were possible, 1 think it 
would be a good thing. But the territories of the 
Bombay presidency interlace so extensively with 
foreign territory, where the cultivation of the 
drug cannot be controlled, that this would not be 
possible. I think also that the feeling, which 
would be aroused among the consumers and those 
who sympathise with, and are influenced by, them, 
makes such restriction Undesirable. When I say 
reputed effects of the drug, I mean the effects of 
the drugs on the people generally, whether taken 
in excess or moderation. This view of mine does 
not extend to alcohol or opium. I am not able to 
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say what measures have been taken by Govern¬ 
ment to Mcertoin the effects of the drugs. Hitherto 
the matter has not attraoted attention. 1 bass 
my opinion of the injurious effects of the drug 
on the statistics of the lunatic asylums, and the 
understood fact that violent crimes are committed 
under the influence of the drugs, by people 
who have primed themselves with them. But 1 
am not able to say that the statistics in regard to 
insanity are trustworthy ; nor have I, in twenty- 
eight years’ experience, personally come across a 
case of violent crime of this kind. The Collector 
is responsible for the excise administration of the 
district. He does not visit the ganja shops with 
the object of seeing the effeot of the drugs ; nor 
does he collect the social wrecks caused by the 
drugs for purposes of inspection, I know of no 
general instructions issued by Government to 
undertake such inspection; nor, previous to this 
Commission, were any steps taken to cause medi¬ 
cal men to inform themselves of the effects of 
the drugs. Since restriction must proceed on 
a knowledge of the effects of the drug, it is 
certainly the duty of Government to satisfy itself 
as to these effects before introducing any restric¬ 
tion of a prohibitive character. In the past action 
of Government there may have been a desire to 
prptect the morals of the people; but Government 
action has been prompted principally by the right 
to derive revenue from this source. The drugs are 
repnted to stimulate and afterwards to intoxicate. 
I have never seen any one intoxicated from the 
drugs. I have seen plenty of natives intoxicated 
by toddy or country spirit. Intoxication is not 
harmless. I nevertheless regard th$ hemp drugs 
as more injurious, because they are By repute 
more maddening apd move productive of crime. 
In the Kolaba Asylum returns there appear seventy- 
two admissions from spirit drinking and sixty- 
two from hemp drugs during the five years from 
1888 to 1892. As the number of consumers of 
alcohol is much the larger, the proportion of in¬ 
sanity would tell against the hemp drugs. I 
capnot make any distinction between the effects 
of ganja, bhang and charas. Gharasinthis presi¬ 
dency is hardly used at all, and ganja is, accord¬ 
ing to my information, worse than bhang. 

I think the taxation of the bepip drugs in this 


presidency might be raised; but the quection 
would require detailed and careful examination. 
The ganja of this prestdenoy is roughly manufac¬ 
tured, though the cultivation is careful enough. 
Referring to paragraph 10 of my memorandum, 
I regard the revenue assessment as disposing of 
the question of taxation as regards the cultivators. 
A direct tax would necessitate the adoption of a 
system of distinct wholesale vend. I see no 
objection to that as long as the tax does not fall 
on the cultivators. The variations in the retail 
price shown in paragraph 8 of my memorandum 
are no doubt excessive, and seem to indicate tbat 
there is room for taxation to regulate the whole¬ 
sale value of the drug. But it is to be noted 
that the cheap rates prevail iu districts where the 
plant is cultivated. I think it reasonable that 
the consumers in the neighbourhood of cultivation 
should get the drag Bomewhat cheaper than con* 
sumers at a distance. 1 think that the maximqm 
of possession (40 tola#) might be very materially 
reduced. 1 certainly do not think that thie sort 
of restriction is ineffectual. It has not been 
found so in the case of opium. There is no con¬ 
sumption pn the premises in the mufassal. I think 
it ought to be prohibited if it is found to exist. 
I do not tbink the provision in clause 6 of the 
license Form A, sanctioned with Government 
Resolution No. 4421, dated 23rd August 1880, 
results in oausing the markets to hs flooded by 
the outgoing contractor with the drugB sold at a 
ruinously cheap rate. The man has sense enough 
to avoid laying in a very large stock of a parish- 
able article. The large oontraot system, I have 
advocated in paragraph 11 of my memorandum, 
has the advantage that it enlists the farmer in 
the cause of excise. Government has a respon¬ 
sible man to deal with, who is more to be trusted 
than a number of petty shop-keepers. I think 
that it is desirable that Government should exer¬ 
cise the supervision over the drugs provided for 
in clause 5 of Form A. If a wholesome quality 
of drug is not ensured at the shops, people will 
be driven to get it by smuggling. The same 
principle applies as in the case of opium; but I 
would not go bo far as to furnish a guarantee of 
the quality of the drug. The objeot is to pro¬ 
tect the excise revenue. 


2. Evidence of M$. G, B. Rjsip, Commissioner, Northern Division, Ahmedahad . 


Oral evidence. 

I have been in the Civil Service for twenty-six 
years. I have served in the Central pivi-ion in 
Sind, and also in the Northern Division, of which 
J am now Commissioner. 

My general impression in regard to the use of 
the hemp drugs is that in Northern Guzerat the 
use of bhang and ganja is very insignificant. The 
iatter is confined to religious characters, such as 
'buiragis, etc.,-and people, such as gamblers and 
others, pf the loafing classes, The consumption is 
muck larger in tho city of Ahmedabad than in the 
districts, but is rather there confined to such class¬ 
es as I have indicated than t> the permanent local 
population. Ahmedabad is a great centre for travel¬ 
ling mendicants and has a large loafing city popu¬ 
lation, I would remark that I have not been asked 
to make auy special enquiries, and my statement 
deals with ray general impression. I am informed 
that ganja is more used in Surat than in North¬ 
ern Guzerat, though in Sprat also the consump¬ 
tion is pot very large. I know little of other parts. 


Bhang is consumed by much better classes of 
people. It is used by the best classes, principally 
Hindus, It is not confined to any class. The 
consumption is not large; but occasional use is to 
l>e met with among all classes. It appears to be 
principally used as a cooling drink in the hot we*’: 
ther with coolipg spices, hardly at all in Guzerat 
for purposes of intoxication. There appears to be 
no religious prejudice against bhang, and no shame 
attaching to its use. The only class—a large and 
important one—who taboo it are the Swami 
Narains who take no strongly scented things at 
all, not even tobacco or garlic. 

My impression is tbs! the use of both has A 
tendency to decrease, partly because, among the 
upper classes, the use of liquor either apsply or 
secretly is becoming puck more common partly 
because the sadhu or bairsgi classes, the fakirs 
either Hindu or Muhammadan, are becoming 
smaller by degrees as enlightenment aud education 
spread. These classes, as I have said, are great 
consumers. 
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t think that there i* a tendency to ftbatitttte 
Cfotbol for drugs among the lower classed also ; 
hut H is more expensive than they. 

Charts is hardly known in these parts. Yakuti 
is Also hardly known. Majum is Used to a slight 
Sitetit. 

In regard to effects, I haye made no special en¬ 
quiry, but from all I heat, the use of bhang is prao- 
toeally innocuous. You hear of a “ bandani" of 
ggbjx,a man who has the habit. You seldom 
hear of this with bhang. It is also said that jew¬ 
ellers when they have delicate appraising to do, 
clear their wits with bhang. This quality is fre¬ 
quently attributed to bhang. I have myself had 
no cases of ganja among my servants or depend¬ 
ents, buf I know there is a general impression 
that ganja is bad, especially if yoa cannot satisfy 
the' grtat appetite it produces. I b^te been told 
tmS. I have been told in asylums that some cases 
Wfcre due to ganja. I have also seen dissipated 
people of the loarer and fakir classes who bad the 
ted eyes add generally dissolute appearanoe popu¬ 
larly ascribed to ganja. But I have bad no person¬ 
al experience id my official capacity of the effects 
of thC drugs among the people. There can he no 
doubt of the general popular impression whioh as¬ 
cribes this dissipated appearance to ganja, but 1 
have never kboWn any popular opinion ascribing 
insanity to ganja. I have been told that ifi asy¬ 
lums only. I have bad no cases myself in which 
insanity was attributed to ganja, i.e., in which that 
connection was brought to my notice. 1 find that 
the intelligent natives scoff at the idea of a man 
preparing himself by bhang and ganja for any 
desperate act. I myself have Seen no connection 
between hemp and crime. I remember the Ah- 
medabad case referred to by Colonel Humfrey be¬ 
fore the Commission the other day. I Was clearly 
of opinion that there was no connection between 
bhang and the crime, and I sent the case up for 
revision, Tho sentence was altered from one day 
to seven years. I know of no case in which a 
connection between hemp drugs and crime has 
been established. 

I wish, however, not to be understood as saying 
that the effect of ganja is not deleterious. 1 think 
it is deleterious. I mean that the effect of the ex¬ 
cessive use is deleterious. I think that excessive 


use is prevalent atnbng the fakir classes and such 
disreputable classes as I have already indicated. 
It k net prevalent at all among the' people gene¬ 
rally. I do not think that prohibition is at all 
necessary; and as regards the part of the conntry 
with wbibh 1 am acquainted, I do not think that 
the Government polioy should aim at farther re¬ 
striction, Tbe drug is mixed Up with the religions 
ideas of the people, especially in regard to the 
followers of Shiva* Any actual restriction would 
thuP.be resented, and it is uncalled for, In regard 
to the effects of snoh restriction on the habits of 
the people, prohibition or severe restriction would 
tend to drive the people, perhaps, to opium, and 
oertainly to liquor. I see uo advantage in this 
whatever. Exoessive consumption of drugs is 
ohecked by the difficulties of preparation. This 
is a natural restriction, whioh operates on the 
people generally. 

I think that (he present system of admitfktrW- 
tion in regard to these drugs seemrf to have grown 
Up in a haphazard Way. But it seems to be Word¬ 
ing well, and 1 am nUahle to tee necessity at pre¬ 
sent for much modification. I think that Govern¬ 
ment is entitled to ootttrol the growth of the hemp 
drug and sb to regulate supply. I should say alsb 
that there wottld be no hardship in localising cul¬ 
tivation, and no prititdfade rteson why it should 
not be done. The production in Native Statete 
would also have to be considered. I may add, to 
prevent misconception, that Some of the ganja 
cultivation shoWn in the returns, e.g., Broflchand 
Surat, is really only bhang cultivation. The ela¬ 
borate cultivation of ganja is quite different. 

I have not studied the matter carefully; but, 
so far as I see at present, I see no adequate 
reason for so taxing the drug as materially to 
raise the price. I do not know any reason why 
taxation and the price of the drugs should be less 
here than in other provinces; but I have not per¬ 
sonally studied this aspect of the subject. Primd 
facte, there seems to me no reason for different 
rates in different provinces. Of course the fafei- 
litios for smuggling would have to be considered. 
As to the best means of raising taxation, I should 
prefer not to give an opinion at present, as I have 
had no notice that I should be aeked about these 
details. 


3. Evidence of Me. G. W. Vidal, Chief Secretary to the Government of Bombay. 


Oral evidence. 

Question 2.-— I am Acting Chief Secretary to 
Government. I have been in the Civil Service 
over twenty-six years, and served in the Poona, 
Satara, Ratnagiri, Broach and Thana districts. 

Question 25.—I have tever ihade any special 
study pf^this question ; but I can state that I 
never as * Magistrate had any case before me in 
which crime was associated with hemp drugs. I 
have had no experience of the extent of the use of 
the drugs from their effects on the people. In¬ 
spection of shops has shown that the consumption 
is very small as compared with the population of 
the presidency. I have uo special information as 
to whether consumption is increasing, and no 
reason to believe that it is so. It has never oome 
to my notice that alcohol is being substituted 
for the drugs, or they for alcohol, to any extent. 

Question 45 .—The effeots of the drugs have 
never forced themselves on my notice in any way 
vol. vii. 


| either as a Magistrate or as a Revenue Officer. I 
have never observed any connection between them 
and crime. I have certainly beard insanity fre¬ 
quently attributed to bemp drags. I cannot 
specify cases or discriminate between cases I have 
seen as a Magistrate and those in the asylnm. 1 
cannot recall individual cases. I have heard (from 
asylum records, etc.) that insanity has sometimes 
been attributed to the different forms of hemp 
drugs. I have myself made no special enquiry, 
and have bad no opportunities myself of coming 
to any conclusion on this subject. I baVe met 
many lunatics about tbe country outside of 
asylums, but I have no reason to attribute their 
insanity to hemp drugs. I think enquiry was 
made as to the connection of hemp drugs witk 
insanity in 1873 ; but I am not able to say any¬ 
thing beyond what tbe papers may show. 

Question 59.— I think that total prohibition 
would hardly be possible; and I think that, as far 
| as can be judged at present, it would’ be both 
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unnecessary and impolitic, In saying this I refer 
to ganja as well as bhang, As at present advised, 
I do not think that adequate cause has been shown 
for any further restriction in this presidency than 
at present exists. Cultivation is restricted by 
the smallness of demand, and also by the restric¬ 
tions on sale. It is not now so extensive as to 
call for further restriction. My attention has not, 
however, been specially drawn to the extent of 
cultivation as compared with Bengal, etc, 

I think that tbo system which has been in force 
for the last thirteen years has worked well, and I 
am not prepared to suggest any modifications of 
that system at present. 1 have seen the memoran¬ 
dum prepared by the Hon’ble Mr. Mackenzie, and 
his views, as there expressed, have my general 
concurrence. I do not think, however, that there 
is any objeotion to a direct excise tax on the drugs 
on account of the existing revenue assessment on 
cultivation. As to the imposition of such a direct 
tax, as I have said, I do not know of adequate 
cause for thisj but it.s imposition is not rendered 
impossible, in my opiuion, by the circumstances 
of the revenue assessment, 1 understand that 
in certain other provinces the cultivation of hemp 
is restricted to certain districts. I see no objec¬ 
tion to such centralisation in this presidency ; 
hut I have not considered this question in all its 
details. In view also of the higher taxation in 
other provinces, I see no reason why there should 
not be a higher direct tax in this province. The 
disproportion between the taxation of liquor and 
of hemp drugs, and the relative dearness of liquor 
which results from this, also points to the propriety 
of inoreasing taxation on hemp drugs. I am quite 
uuable to oompare the relative effects of hemp 


drags and alcohol. I have seen mote evil from 
alcohol. You cannot traverse such a district as 
Thann without seeing a great deal of drunkenness. 
On the other hand, I have never personally seen 
a man whose intoxioation was due to hemp drugs. 
I do not know, however, that I could discriminate 
bet ween the two. 

I have not studied the table at page 20 of the 
last Abkari Report (1891-92), and am not able to 
explain details and the different ratios to popula¬ 
tion in different districts: 

I think that the condition (clause 6) in the 
present license for vend goes far enough in the 
direction of geouring the quality of the druj^ sold. 

I think that the objects wbioh Government 
should have before it in excise administratiou are 
to control, as far as possible, the cultivation, 
production and sale of the drugs, to supply reason¬ 
able facilities for meeting the necessary demand 
for them, and to raise such revenue as may be 
possible without going to such a point as to 
encourage illicit practices. The policy of the 
Government should be regulated by reference to 
effects thus far, that the worse the effects the 
greater the restriction and the higher the taxation. 
I think that the effects of excessive consumption 
have to be taken into account as well as those ef 
moderate consumption. It is so in regard to 
alcohol. In fixing taxation so high as to check 
excessive use, there is, I think, a heavy burden 
on the moderate consumers. So far as I see at 
present, drugs should be treated in very muoh the 
same way. It is on these grounds that, so far a» 
I see at present, I would propose increased taxa¬ 
tion on the drugs. 


4. Evidence of Mr. W. Portkous, Collector of Poona, 


The special point on which my evidence is want¬ 
ed by the Commission is as to “ whether the 
effects of consumption of hemp drugs have forced 
themselves on my notice or not.” I have no special 
knowledge of hemp drugs, of the classes who eon- 
smne them, or of their effects on the consumers. 
Were I to give evidence, all I could say is that, 
having served in eleven of the eighteen districts of 
the presidency proper and in nearly every part of 


the province of Mysore, I cannot call to mind in my 
twenty-six years of service any criminal case 1 
have had to deal with eithor directly or indirectly 
in which the consumption of hemp durgs in any 
form was mentioned or indicated as having led to 
the commission of the offence oharged. I have 
read of offences alleged to have been committed by 
persons under the influence of bhang, but I have- 
not myself had cognizance of any. 


5. Evidence of Mr. E. J. Ebdkn, Collector, Ahmednagar - 


1. Official opportunity as Collector of Ahmed¬ 
nagar, in which district the plant is grown. 

2. The definitions may be accepted subject to 
the following observations. The terms siddhi, 
subzi, pati are not known locally. Bhang fulfils 
Dr. Praia’s definition, aud also includes the broken 
•refuse left on the treading floor during the manu¬ 
facture of ganja. Only flat ganja is known locally. 
T^e word ohur or ohuri is known, and is under¬ 
stood by some to mean the fragments above referred 
to as bhangj and by others to mean the small side 
tops of the plants as compared with the larger 
terminal tops. 

3. I know of none. A stray plant or two, evi¬ 
dently self-sown, of the cultivated variety is 
locally found here and there. 

7. (a) Yes. 

(b) No. 


(c) Insignificant, 

(d) For seed. 

Bhaug is made of the plants grown for seed,, 
and is a bye-product during manufacture of ganja. 
Details of area have been already supplied through 
the Commissioner of Abkari. 

8. None worth notice. 

9. When grown for ganja the plant requires a 
rich friable soil, and land near a village site is often 
selected on account of the manure with whiob native 
habits supply it. Irrigation being neoessary in 
case of insufficient rain bagait land is preferred. 
When the plant is grown for seed or for the manu¬ 
facture of bhang only irrigation iB not essential, 
and in ordinary seasons auy good jirait loud wilt 
do. Tho soil is carefully prepared and well 
manured. Some persons assert that the effect on 
the soil is beneficial owing to the leaf manqra 
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obtained, but the general opinion is that the crop 
i* • hungry one. The seed is sown about the end 

July in straight rows at intervals of a foot or 
more between seeds. About one seer of seed per 
acre is said to be required. It germinates in a 
week, and in a month attains the height of 18 
inohes. Weeding is carefully attended to, and if 
rain falls, irrigation is required every ten days or 
so if ganja is wanted. The lower branches are 
removed in order to foroe a good top. About six 
weeks after planting an expert is put on, who 
seems to be rather an expensive item in the oost of 
cultivation, getting Rs. 8 jor Rs. 9 per month and 
looking after two or three sores. His business is to 
exterminate pernicious plants, about the nature of 
which the ordinary agriculturist appears to have 
rather hazy notions, and if be finds symptoms of 
mischief und can trace no local oause, he has to 
searoh the country round about for it. 

So far as I, with small botanical knowledge, can 
judge from the examination of specimens, the 
plant is both monosexual and bisexual, and the 
plants ihat have to be exterminated are the male 
and the bisexuals, since ganja is alone formed 
by the non-fecundated flower-top of the female 
plant. There are several local names for the plant 
in all its kiuds and stages, and when suffering 
from peculiar diseases that are said to attack it. 
I can only vouch for the following, which have 
come uuder my observation 

Male plant . . Bhangira or dhatura 

(the latter name 
being identical with 
that of the common 
poisonous plant). 

Bisexual „ Tik. 

Female plant when kept Ganja. 

from seeding. 

Ditto when partly gone Morai. 

to seed. 

There are other rames, such as shewara, ropda, 
ardhanar, of whioh I have Dot seen specimens. 
I imagine that the last must, as the word 
implies, be the bisexual plant or tik. The 
morai is not exterminated, but is simply regarded 
with regret, its meaning being that the male 
hae somehow got access and partly spoiled the 
crop. The result of the expert's work on the 
average is that, half the crop is thinned out, for 
he does not pretond to be able to diagnose the 
seed before planting, which some Beem to think 
he ought to do. 

When the crop is grown for bhaug, and of 
course when grown for seed, the services of the 
expert are not required. Nor is irrigation re¬ 
quired when the plant is well established. Tbe 
crop matures in between three or four months, 
maturity of the ganja crop being judged by the 
stickiness of the tops. Rain spoils it at this 
period. The outturn of ganja is estimated to be 
from 4£ to 7 b maunds per acre, according to 
soil and season. The stems are used for fuel 
and the refuse for manure or for cattle. 

10. No. Same. 

11 and 12. No. 

18. Not restricted. 

In Ahmednagar it is sparsely grown in all 
talnkas, except Akola and Jamkhed, I am led 
to suppose that these talukas have too mild a 
climate and too heavy average rainfall to make 
the cultivation certainly profitable. The cultiva¬ 
tion is most common in the Nagar taluka at au 
elevation of about 2,500 feet, with an average 


rainfall of 26 inches, and in the Rahuri and 
; Newasa talukas. A rioh soil, with means of irri¬ 
gation, appears to be necessary, and clear skies 
are wanted towards and during harvest. 

14. They are all forthcoming, but principally— 
(a) Ganja. 

(4) Charas is a casual bye-product not put 
on the market. 

(c) Bhang is prepared to a small extent, 
and the name is given to the refuse of 
the ganja floor as well as to the drug 
prepared from male and seeded female 
plants. 

16. Nothing is known locally about the wild 
plant, so these remarks refer to the cultivated 
plant only. 

(а) Ganja— 

Harvesting methods differ somewhat. In some 
cases the tops are all pulled off by hand. In Borne 
they are out. In some the central largest 
tops are collected and treated separately as first 
sort ganja, the central tops of side branches form 
second sort, the other smaller tops are third sort 
and are oallod char. 

The further process is much the same in all case*. 
The tops are heaped acoording to taste in narrow 
rows or in large squares about six inohes thick, 
the different qualities when separately collected 
being separately heaped. The heaps are then 
trodden under foot. Some manufacturers tread 
the fresh tops at onoe, some let them dry first for 
various periods. After treading it is turned over 
by hand and again trodden. The process of turn¬ 
ing and treading is repeated at intervals for three 
or four days with local variations of treatment 
in the intervals. In some places it is heaped 
in round heaps called ohakiB, and weighted 
atop till midnight, nnd then opened up and 
scattered and ventilated till dawn, when it is 
again laid out and trodden. And so on till it is 
judged to be ready, when it is packed in bags, 
and as a rule is speedily removed bjr the whole¬ 
sale purchaser. The treading floor is sometimes 
prepared like an ordinary threshing floor with 
clay and cowdung. 1 have lately witnessed tbe 
operation of treading, and in that case the floor 
was simple mooram soil on a nulla bank, and had 
undergone no preparation beyond cleaning and 
sweeping. The ganja was spread in squares of 15 
or 20 feet wide and about 6 inches thick. A line 
of eight or ten men danced on it to the music of 
a tom-tom. Treading began on the outer edge of 
the heap, and was continued in a spiral until tbe 
centre was approached, when the men fell out one 
by one as the space grew smaller. They followed 
close on one another, dancing sideways in the 
leader’s footsteps. The tom-tom appeared to be 
highly necessary and kept them at it. 

(б) C\ara»— 

This is locally a hye-product which is not 
brought on to acoount, but appears to be the 
harvesters' perquisite, who probably part with it 
to friends who smoke, if they don’t want it them¬ 
selves. It is the resinous substance that sticks 
to the hands or collects on the sickle when pluck¬ 
ing or cutting the tops. The bauds are now and 
then rubbed together, and the charas is collected 
in the shape of a pill, which is naturally half dirt 
and sweat and half charas. A piece about the 
size of a marble may perhaps be the reward of a 
day's work. 

(c). Bhang— 

This name is locally given indifferently to the 
refuse of the treading floor where ganja is pre- 
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pared, and to tot produce of the seeded plants 
•ad of male plants when the crop has been grown 
for seed, In the latter ease the tops are laid on a 
floor and the seed is beaten ottt with sticks or 
trodden out by foot. Tbo seeds are separated 
from the mass bv means of a sieve, aod the 
balanoe of broken leaves, etc,, is called bhang. 

The above, include all the looal forms of prepar¬ 
ation of the raw drug. The question is not 
understood to refer to the further manufacture 
for consumption, whioh is described in answer 
No. 20, 

16. (a) Not quite understood what is meant, 
If bhang drink is referred te, the answer is yes. 
If dry bhang, the answer is that it is prepared 
out-of-doors. 

(i) Yqs. 

(e) Not known, 

17. No particular Class. The preparation of 
gahja and hhaUg is ordinary coolie work. 

18. Ganja and bhang deteriorate. No inform¬ 
ation about charas. They become quite useless, 
from one to three years, according to care taken. 
Apparently exposure to cold and damp causes 
deterioration. No special measures to prevent 
deterioration are locally known. 

19. Charas is alleged to be given to children as 
a substitute for opium, the use of which, as a 
means of quieting them, is locally prevalent. 
Ganja is locally used for all the purposes for 
which bhang can be used, t.e„ it is eaten in the 
shape of majum, yakuti, and gulkand, and drunk 
in toe form of gbota. 

20. The nse of charas is too insignificant to 
enable comparison to be itstituted. What is 
obtained is smoked by such ordinary smokers as 
can lay hands on it. 

21. Only flat ganja is known locally. 

22. The only oharas to be had locally is that 
described in answer to question 15. It appears 
te be the perquisite of the labourers to whose 
hands it sticks and is by them parted with to 
local smokers for what they can get for it, or is 
used by themselves. (See answer 19). It is not 
sold at the shops. 

28, It is not known to be smoked locally. 

24, According to officially collected information, 
oat of a population of 888,755, there are only 127 
bhang drinkers and 168 majum eaterB, of which 
latter 151 live at Ahmeduagar, where the only 
majum shop is situated. The principal drinkers 
•re said to be Marwaris. Majum is eaten by the 
wealthier classes, and is said to be the special 
dainty of wrestlers. 

26. The returns of retail sale at shops show a 
fairly steady comsumption. A hasty census taken 
throughout the district indicates that the number 
of smokers, in a population of 888,755, is 6,134, 
or ‘69 per cent. Tne number of drinkers and eaters 
is utterly iusignificant. In the abBenoe of any 
oonspiououe cause for increase or decrease, and 
considering that the habit of smoking is not con¬ 
sidered creditable, I am inclined to think no change 
either way is to be suspected, 

96. The only information that it has been 
possible to collect relates to (a) and (6). Of 6,134 
ganja smokers, 372 are excessive smokers. Of 127 
bhang drinkers, 10 drink excessively. Of 168 
majum eaters, 18 eat excessively. 

27. In the chapter on “ Population; ” in 
volume XVII (Ahmednagar) of the Bombay 
Gazetteer, it will be found that the habitual use of 


the drug is predicated of a large proportion of the 
races and elated* described there. I hate had Softie 
of the gaoia shops watched for a week, and find 
represented among the purchasers nOt oflly most 
of the people to Whom the habit is ascribed in the 
Gazetteer, but also a number of classes in the de¬ 
scription of Which the Gazetteer makes no mention 
of hemp. The following is a combined list df 
classes of consumers, as extracted from the book, 
and noticed daring the week’s Observation Of the 
shops. The former are entered in Reman, the 
latter in italics; and Where the Observation of the 
shop has confirmed the assertions of the Gazetteer, 
an asterisk has been added to the name: 


Brahmans 

Deshasth.* 

Marwaris.* 

ParadesW.* 

Xott, 

Tradert. 

Gnjrathi Wani.* 
Komtia. 

Lad Wanis.* 
Mancarit. 

Jang arm. 

Craftsmen. 

Beldars* 

Gaondij.* 

Ghisadfs. 

Jain Shirapis.* 
Kattais. 

Khatri*. 

Koshtis.* 

Bumds. 

Lobar*.* 

Mo chi*.* 

Otaris. 

H alvais. 

Salt&ngars. 

Sonars.* 

Sntars.* 

Tambut*. 

Vadars.* 

Kaikadis, 

Katars. 

Kumbhatt. 

Niralis. 

Telit. 

Padamtalis. 

Rangarit. 

Servants. 

Parits.* 

tndvis. 

Shepherd t, 

Gavlis. 

Dhangart. 


labovrert, 

Sahara. 

Bhoi*. 

I a mum. 

Vanjarit. 

Deprened elaitet. 
Bhangis.* 

Manga.* 

Mhara.* 

Chambhart 

Beggan. 

Manbbaos.* 

Oondhalis. 

Qo tacit, 

Xolhalis. 

Bairagit, 

Fakirt. 

Bharadit. 

Musalmant. 

Kasabg. 

Tatars. 

Pinrjaras. 

Servants. 

Landowners. 

Low Deucanis. 

Ghair Mahadis. 

{My information from the 
thopi doet not give sub- 
divisions, but the largest 
number of putchdsete 
»» any one carte veto 
ih Musalmant.) 

Husbandmen. 

Kunabit. 

Malie. 

Maratkas. 


Musicians. 


Ohadshit. 

Ouravs. 


It is impossible without an exhaustive enquiry, 
of which time and opportunity have not allowed, 
to give a satisfactory answer to the latter part 
of this question. The purchasers at the shops 
gave many reasons for their use of the drug. 
Some, the most habitual users, said they sought 
intoxioation; others wanted it for the relief of 
pain in joint, stomach, head, etc .; others sought 
relief from fatigue or strength to labour. The 
majority of the purchasers appear to have been 
men of the labouring classes, i.e., husbandmen 
and ooolies, and poor Musalmans-; and Craftsmen, 
such as weavers, goldsmiths, blacksmiths, etc.. 
And in the majority (80 per cent.) of cases the 
purchase did not exceed one pioe worth, which is 
a clear indication that the drug is a poor man’s 
luxury. There appears to be no doubt at fill 
that the principal consumers as a olass afe the 
begging ascetics, sneh as fakirs, bairagis, etc., 
who use from quarter pound to one pound of the 
drug daily. 

After reading the Gazetteer, J' was somewhat 
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ari*#i*W at the result of the rough cw»w of 
•pokers and drinkers throughout th» district, 
which gaye » total of only 6,429, or about *7 per 
cent, pf the population. On ooroparing this 
result, however, with the retail consumption, 
which last year reached an average of only 1,760 
tolas per day, I am not inclined to think that my 
census is very far from correct. 

2$, The common weight used for petty sale is 
the old copper coin, the Shivrai, the average weight 
of which i* 185 grains or three-fourths of a tola., 
\ ,tuan who does not smoke jnore than this 
quantity (which costs one pioe) per day, is olassed 
moderate consumer. But many make this 
’'•t three or four or more days. An 
roker usee from half anna to four 
-er day, but there are men who can 
ntity. 

ganja. —The ganja is taken in the 
nand and washed and kneaded in a 
r more changes of water. After the final 

^tfze it is mixed with about a third of its 
quantity of dry tobacco, sgtd placed in the chillum 
with a lighted lump of cowdung or charcoal atop. 
As seen by roe, the chillum was a conical bowl of 
clay about right inches long. A piece of damp 
rpg was placed round the lower aperture, the 
chillum was held in both hands, clasped so as to 
be air-tight, and the smoke was sucked between 
the thumbs. The chillum was passed from hand 
to hand after two or three whiffs, and the form 
of rinsing the rag in water was generally gone 
through as a preliminary by each smoker. 

Drinking ganja or bhang. Receipts for gkota, 
—(1) One to(u ganja or bhang fried in gbi; half 
tola pepper ; ball tola dry ginger, Soak m water 
and pound well, mix with two seers of milk and 
two seers of water. Shake and mix thoroughly 
and pour from pot to pot, 

(2) Soak the drug in water for a few hours, 
then pound and strain through cloth. Add milk, 
sugarcandy, pepper, almonds, kismis and spices to 
taste. 

Eating the same.— (1) Grind to powder end 
mix a little ganja or bhang, sugarcandy, almonds, 
and kismis. Mix with the milk and bake over a 
slow fire till solid. 

(2) Dry ganja is thoroughly washed and then 
mixed with ghi in the proportion of four 6eers of 
ganja to one Beer of ghi. The mixture is boiled 
continuously for three or four days, water being 
added from time to time to prevent scorching. 
The gbi eventually becomes green. It is then 
filtered and allowed to stand till congealed. The 
congelation floats on the water and is skimped. 
The product is mixed with melted sugar in the 
proportion of five tolas to four seers of sugar. 
Spices are added to taste, and the preparation ip 
the base of majum, yakuti, gulkand, etc. 

(8) The ganja is first cooked with water and 
ghi for two or three days continuously, and the 
extract is passed through a thin cloth. To make 
one seer of majum, J to i seer of ganja, -j*g- seer of 
ghi and 1 seep sugar are required. The extract 
when cooked up with more sugar, forms the 
simple majura. 

(4) Yakuti. —1 seer of the above extract; i Beer 
almonds; I tola cardamoms or nutmeg; i tola 
saffron ; ^ seer pistachio ; -fa see* oharuli. 

(5) ffwfland.—Fresh rose leaves are squeezed 
in the band and mixed with sugar-candy. The 
mixture is kept in corked bottles or jars for three 
or four months, when it forms a thick paste, 
which is added to simple majum. 


(6) and jegri are cooked 

together into a paste and added to simple majum, 

Some well-to-do persons have their majum 
prepared according to their private reeipes, with 
the addition of salammisri and similar geed 
things. As to the quantity of these preparations 
that oan be taken, it is said that ten tolas of 
ghota is enough for a casual drink but habitude 
oan consume a seer without difficulty. Common 
majum is sold at 4 pies per tola, the consumption 
per individual varying from 1 to 29 tolas per diem. 

Dhatura, except for purposes of crime, is only 
used by the most reckless habitues, suck men as eat 
opium and arsenic into the bargain, to keep them¬ 
selves going, The objeet of the other admixtures 
seems to be to drown the nasty taste of ganja, 
The only bhang massala traced locally is a horse 
medicine. 

80. As to smoking, (thp ordinary smoker would 
prefer to smoke alone, unless there happened to be 
other smokers to past (he pipe to. The preparation 
of the pipe is a messy business, the practice is not 
considered nice, and the effects, except upon habitude, 
are not conducive to sociality. The practice is 
chiefly confined to the male sex, is often acquired 
at the age of 16 and carried on thrqugh life. 

Ghota drinking is more of a social custom. 

Children only get the drug medicinally, 

81. The habit is easily formed. Opinions differ 
as to the difficulty of breaking it off. Apparently 
it is easy if a man makes up his mind to it; but old 
confirmed smokers are fit for nothing without it. 
The number of excessive users is comparatively so 
small that the tendency doe? not appeal 1 tq h* 
strong, 

32. A reliable witness state* that among Mai. 
waris the use of ghota and majum is common on 
religious and festive occasions, such as marriage, a 
birth, recovery from illness, or after a fast. It is 
offered to guests, who take it or not as they feel 
inclined. The use on such occasions is generally 
temperate ; but inveterate users take advantage of 
the chance of a good pull. 

Searcbiug tbB Nagar volume (XVII) of the 
Bombay Gazetteer, I find no reference to the use of 
tbednjgas part of any social or religious oeremony. 
The shop accounts show no extra sate in the neigh¬ 
bourhood of great religions festival, and the 
custom of use on the Shivaratra i* not observed 
locally nor considered essential. 

33. The practice of smoking is considered soma- 
what discreditable. As far as religion is con¬ 
cerned, the drug has the advantage of not bcipg 
proscribed like liquor. I should, therefore, attri¬ 
bute any adverse sentiment to the same feeling 
that exists against any habit that is liable to be¬ 
come debasing by abuse, and the people of this 
district are distinguished for their sobor habits. 

There is do custom of worship. The usual co- 
cobnut is broken for luck at harvest, and some, 
rimes incense is burnt and red lead sprinkled with 
the same object. 

34. The obvious answer appears to be that the 
privation would at least equal that to be under¬ 
gone by habitues of tobacco, opium or liquor if 
deprived of their mean* of enjoyment. In the 
case of the poorer classes the privation would be 
serious, as the drug is used to allay fatigue nud 
appease hunger. This would especially be tbs case 
with fakirs, gos£vis and other ascetics, to whom 
the drug represents the “Welshmen’s pipe,” 
About 50 per cent, of this class would suffer very 
severely, as they oould afford no substitute of 
equal effect, 
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85. Locally there would be no difficulty in 
prohibiting the cultivation and import. Thera 
would probably be smuggling. Serious discon¬ 
tent would be caused among consumers, but not 
such as to amount to political danger. I would 
not anticipate recourse to alcohol, as the majority 
of smokers are too poor to be able to afford it. 
There might be reoourse to opium. 

86. Local statistics afford no reason. The con* 
sumption of alcohol is very steady. 

37. All that is known locally is that charas is 
very much stronger than ganja, 

88. No information forthcoming, except that 
what is locally supposed to represent cbur is 
milder than ganja, it being either refuse or infe¬ 
rior tops. 

89. Local opinion seems to be that smoking is 
more injurious than drinking. Ghota is consi¬ 
dered to be a cooling drink, appetising and diges¬ 
tive when taken in moderation. Smoking is said 
by some to heat the system and to injure the con* 
stitution when carried to excess, unless accompa¬ 
nied by liberal diet, in which milk and ghi are 
essentials, Majum is said to be largely used by 
professional wrestlers as a stomachic and calmer of 
the system. X am inclined, therefore, to suppose 
that eating and drinking the drug is less injuri¬ 
ous than smoking it. 

40. Very little local information to be had. 
Ganja is said to be au ingredient in an astringent 
mixture, of which the medico kept other particu¬ 
lars to himself as a trade aecret. Another pre¬ 
scribes it in dysentery and for loosening phlegm. 
It is frequently mentioned as an anodyne for 
scorpion sting, for which f pnrpose it is said to be 
administered fried in ghi, which would be a simple 
form of majum. Purchasers at the shops often 
described themselves as buying it for pains and 
ailments. It is given to cattle and horses, appa¬ 
rently when off feed. 

41. The answers refer to ganja. 

K (i), («) Yes. 

(rf) To secure concentration of attention. To 
appease hunger. 

Answers to (a) and (4) are founded on the 
assertions of habitual smokers and drinkers. 

Popular opinion is that ganja smokers escape 
fever and many other complaints, 

It is asserted that the drug is used by gold¬ 
smiths and other doers of “ barik kam ” to keep 
their minds upon the work in baud, which use 
seems to be parallel to the alleged use by ascetics 
for concentration of thoughlt on holy things. 
Ascetics, however, largely use the drug to appease 
hunger, and what would be considered excessive 
consumption in the case of others is moderate in 
theirs. I am told on good authority that native 
soldiers who have gambled away their pay employ 
the ganja pipe as a cheap substitute for food until 
in funds again. If bad luck lasts long outward 
symptoms betray them, and they catch it at 
orderly room. 

> 42. The moderate use of ganja appear* to be 
quite harmless so long as consumption is propor¬ 
tioned to liberality of diet. A plentiful diet, in¬ 
cluding copious milk and ghi, is said to render the 
constitution unassailable by gauja. In such cases 
it gives appetite, aids digestion, opens the bowels, 
drives away fatigue; and induces refreshing sleep. 
So I am told by smokers. 

48. It is said that, as a rule, they are quite in- 
pffensivp. But a beggar who has acquired ‘ con¬ 


centration cf thought * by the nse of it will be • 
nuisance till hit object is attained by receipt of 
alms. If this be so,' it is probable that much 
must depend on the natural suavity of the smoker'* 
disposition. Yet I am assured by au habitual ex¬ 
cessive smoker that it calms the temper. 

44. It is described as partial intoxication, on 
recovery from whioh a feeling of freshness super¬ 
venes, fatigue vanishes, and, if sufficient is taken, 
hunger disappears. When taken regularly by 
regular livers, appetite ib promoted,' The after¬ 
effect appears to be desire for more, and the want 
of gratification produoes longing and uneasiness. 

I attempted to gain practical inform 
treating a few habitual consumers to 
ghota, etc. After about 14 boar, i 
of which four or five men smoked tl 
pipes in company (including a pi, 
ganja and one of charas) and dran.. 
seers of ghota, the party withdrew appa. 
sober as when they came, and saying than „ 
had enjoyed themselves very much. One member' 
beoame very garrulous; but it was probably his 
nature. 

45. Local opinion, as far as sounded, has attri. 
buted none of these effects to the moderate use of 
ganja when accompanied by sufficient diet. My 
enquiries have of necessity not been extensive 
enough to enable me to offer remarks worth re¬ 
cording on this page. In the whole district I am 
told of seven cases of madness, 57 of addleheaded- 
ness, and 124 of impaired constitution, attributed 
to the use of tbe drug; but I have not secured 
details of the cases for waut of time. 

47 and 48. Local opinion is in the negative. 

49. They are said not to be so used. Reference 
is made by one witness to a medicine for promot- 
iug vigour, in whioh ganja is used in combination 
with the ash of some metal; but hi* knowledge 
was small. 

55. It is said that a novice could be caused 
complete stupefaction by the drug in auv sbaDe 
without admixture. 

57. Charas is not locally known to be eaten or 
drunk. 

Ganja is locally used for the manufacture of 
edible and drinkable forms of the drug in ihe 
same way that perhaps bhang is used in other 
localities. In these forms the action is said to be 
Blower in arrival, but longer in duration than when 
the drug is smoked. 

68. I think it is working well. 

60. I see to local reason for supposing that 
further control tbau exists is requisite. 

61. The extent to which charas is produced is 
described in answer No. 15, and Ido not think 
that interference is necessary. 

62. There appear* locally to be no reason for 
more control than exists. 

63. No. 

64. No. As far as I can judge the regulation* 
work smoothly and successfully. 

65. As far as tbe result of local enquiry goes 
I think the taxation to be reasonable. Cases o| 
excessive and unhealthy use cf tbe drug amongst 
local residents are very rare. The moderate use 
appears to be harmless, and a small luxury is placed 
within reach of the poor. 

66. I have no knowledge of tbe subject. Any 
distinction should be made to depend on the 
ascertained proportions of strength, 
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«r. No. 

68. No. They would be extremely objection¬ 
able. 

68. Wishes would be consulted if oooaeion 
arose for considering the question of opening or 
closing a shop, as is always the case in the 
instances of liquor, or opium, or toddy shops. 
Local publio opinion certainly ought to be coq- 
siderea. 

70. No. I have no reason to snspect any abuse. 

Oral evidence. 

Question 1 .—I joined the service 26 years ago, 
and I have served in six districts and in all the 
divisions, but chiefly in the Southern Division. 
I am now serving in Ahmednagar and have been 
there for the last two years. 

Question 45 .—I have had no personal experi¬ 
ence of the effects of ganja smoking. The 
subject did not attract my attention until the 
last two months. I then had a census taken 
thr oughout the district of the number of persons 
who consumed the drugs moderately and exces- 
sively, of those whose health had suffered thereby, 
and those who had beoome insane. The propor¬ 
tion of smokers to the total population was, as 
well as I remember, ‘7, and to the male adult 
population something under '2. Seven cases of 
lunacy were reported out of a total population 
of 850,000, of whom 6,500 were smokers. Forty 
people were reported to have had their brains 
affected in more or less degree, and I think about 
150 were recorded as having suffered physically. 
The statistics were collected by the mamlatdars 
through the village officers. The returns of 
consumers were approximately accurate as tested 
by the consumption of the shops. As regards 
effects, the accuracy cannot be guaranteed, I tried 
to test two or three of the cases by further enquiry 
without seeing the lunatics themselves, and the 
reports failed to satisfy me that the hemp drug 
wus responsible for the insanity.. I think the 
returns were prepared with perfect honesty. The 
matter is looked on with perfect indifference 
locally, and the enquiring officers were free of 
bias. I have absolutely no experience of the 
connection of the hemp drugs with came. I 
oannot recall a single instanoe of a crime for 
which the hemp drug was responsible. It appears 
to me that the vast majority of the consumers 
are the very poor, who cannot afford a more expen¬ 
sive intoxicant, and that the deprivation to them 
caused by prohibition would be very serious, I 
consider it quite unnecessary to prohibit it. 
There would be no difficulty in restricting the 
cultivation to the districts of Ahmednagar and 
Satara. The cultivation in other districts seems so 
insignificant that the prohibition of it would 
hardly cause any inconvenience. In Ahmednagar 


the cultivation will more than half of it be found 
in the Ahmednagar taluka; The rest is in small 
patches scattered over eight other talukas. I 
believe the plant is cultivated to a considerable 
extent in the continuation, in the Nizam’s terri¬ 
tory, of the range of hills called the Balaghat, 
on which the greater part of the Ahmednagar 
cultivation is to be found. I see no objection to 
the system of storage aud issue of the prepared 
ganja under Government control. I don’t know 
Bis Satara district. The hemp drugs are very 
much cheaper than liquor now. Fora pice a man 
can get enongh ganja to last him for a week if he 
is a moderate consumer. There is, therefore, 
considerable margin for heavier taxation of the 
drug without driving the people to liquor or 
other intoxicant. I consider there is a consider¬ 
able margin for taxation, though, as I have said, 
the drug is consumed by the very poor. I have 
no sympathy with the exoessive consumer, and the 
moderate consumer would not feel a moderate 
increase. The most famous village as producing 
the best quality of ganja is Mehekri. The wild 
plant does not grow in the district spontaneously. 
Regarding the consumption of the ganja produ¬ 
ced in Nagar, I believe 'the largest export is to 
Kolaba. 1 have been told that some is exported 
to Europe. 

Letter from Me. Ebdkn appended to 
hie evidence. 

1. W ith reference to my evidence given before 
the Commission on 10tb December 1898, I have 
the honour to state that I have made inquiry into 
the extent of the cultivation of the hemp plant 
in the Ahmednagar district of the Bombay 
presidency during the period 1881-82—1893-94,, 
and find that the average area of the cultivation 
during those 18 years has been 577 acres. 

2. The taiuka averages for the same period have 
been as follows :— 


1 Ahmednagar 

• • 

. . 217 acres. 

2 Newasa • 

• « 

. . 169 „ 

S Sahuri 

• • 

. 89 „ 

4 Shrigonda . 

• • 

. 28 „ 

5 Parner . 

• • 

. . 26 „ 

6 Kopargaon . 

• • 

• . 19 ,, 

7 Karjat . . 

• 

. - H „ 

8 Sheogaon . 

• • 

• 12 „ 

9 8angawner , 

• . • 

. • 6 ,, 

20 Jamkbed . 

• • 


11 Akola 

• • 

* . ... 


3, I expressed an opinion that the cultivation 
might be coufiued to the Ahmednagar taluka. On 
consideration of the figures before me, 1 desire to 
qualify that opinion by inoluding the Newasa 
and Rahuri talukas in the permissive area, the 
cultivation there having been fairly regular and of 
considerable extent. In the other talukas it has 
been irregular and insignificant. 


6. Evidence of Me. W. F. Sinclair, Collector, Thana. 


1. None in particular. Whenever any state¬ 
ment in my evidence or in that of others forward¬ 
ed by me dashes with those forwarded in his own, 
department by 8urgeon-Major Kirtikar, Civil 
Surgeon of TbaDa, the Commission need not 
hesitate for an instant about preferring the latter. 

One oan’t serve twenty-five years without hear¬ 
ing something about the matter ; but l neverhad 
any taste for it nor dealt much with such natives 
vol. vii. 


as have, and my duty has never forced it on my 

attention, 

8. None. 

7. Dr. Kirtikar’s references to Cannabis indiea 
as under cultivation in the Konkan are to plants 
cultivated in gardens in small numbers for 
private use, or iu some oases for bis own study, as 
besides bis own garden he has more or le6B use of 
several others, including mine, for such purposes. 

a 
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The plant is not cultivated in the Konkan as a 
field crop, n'or even as a market crop in gardens, 
but it occurs in small numbers in many private 
gardens, and I have seen specimens that seemed 
to me to be self-sown, and afterwards taken oare 
of by the gardeners. This cultivation is some* 
thing like that of tobacco in English gardens and 
pot much more important, 

20, I can’t recommend the Commission to 
trouble themselves about this district, where the 
consumption of hemp drugs by looal natives is 
unimportant. 

88. The habitual consumption is looked on as 
discreditable in the Thana district. 

84. Probably not very sepous, I don’t think 
it is even found necessary in jails to allow these 
drugs, though I have known eight ounces of 
alcohol per diem allowed in one case (gradually 
diminished to vanishing point with complete ease), 
and we allow Burmese convicts tobacco. 

35. You can prohibit anything, but the prohi¬ 
bition of so portable an article could not easily be 
enforced. If it were, I suppose the few who now 
use it here would take to dhatura (a common 
weed), opium, or country spirit. 

36. I should say not; the consumption of 
country spirit in this (very drunken) district is 
apparently diminishing. 

45. Hemp Drugs Crime—Kennery Island Case. 
—•The accused was a native of Upper India, a man 
of unusual size and strength, probably 5 feet 10 
Inches high, and nearly 11 stone in weight. I 
forget his name. He was a washerman in the 
service of the light-keeper on Kennery Island, 
and got leave to go to Bombay for a few days. 
On his return he brought a stock of bhang (which 
he was described as “ eating” habitually), and for 
several days was noticed to be more or less under 
its influence. Finally, at midnight he forced his 
way into the English light-keeper’s bed-room, 
where the latter was sleeping with his wife. The 
lady was awakened by the noise of his forcing 
open the ehut door. Almost instantly he rushed 
to her bed-side, caught her by the throat, and 
attempted to strangle her. She was a tall, strong 
woman and^ resisted stoutly, arousing her husband. 
The noise brought down the servants of the lamp 
from the lantern above, and the accused retreated 
under the bedstead, a heavy solid pieoa of fur¬ 
niture, where he defended himself for some time, 
but was at last dragged out, piniooed, and bound 
to a verandah post. The light-keeper telegrapher 
to me, then District Magistrate of Kol«ba and 
resident at Alibag. I came off with the Superin¬ 
tendent of Police and two policemen to the island, 
and desired the Superintendent to hold his inquiry 
And proceed according to law. Part of what he 
and his men did was to let their prisoner escapo, 
of whioh he only took advantage to walk down to 
a tank, drink and wash bimself, and then, when 
they found him, surrendered quietly. He was 
taken to Alibag and put under medical observation 
in the subordinate jail. When reported sane and 
fit to be tried, he was tried by myself. The 
medical evidence was that, when admitted, and for 
some time after, be showed symptoms of being 
under the influence of bhang, and repeatedly asked 
for it. I tried him, aud sentenced him to 18 
months’ wg w ous imprisonment under section 457, 
Indian PeOfti Code, i think I remember getting 
the warrant returned in the usual way at the 
ecphwtion of the term of sentence; at any rate I 
never heard of him as a lunatic or orimmal 
again. 1 


Panwell ease.— The accused was a Brahmin of 
the Panwell taluka in the Kolaba district, a village 
accountant, always in bad health and in Dad odour 
with his caste, neighbours, and superior officers on 
account of his dissipated and irregular habits. 
One morning he was found in a temple with the 
broken image of a goddess, and was prosecuted 
under section 295, Indian Penal Code. His de¬ 
fence was that the goddess fell in love with him 
and invited him to her arms. The medical evi- 
denoe was that be was insane from the abuse of 
some preparation of hemp. He was sent to 
Kolaba Lunatio Asylum, cured and discharged, 
tried on the criminal charge, acquitted (on the 
ground of insanity I suppose), aud reinstated in 
the publio sorvico. I did not take the oase myself, 
but the papers relating to it necessarily came 
before me when he was sent to the Lunatio 
Asylum. Of his return cured, seoond judicial 
proceedings, and reappointment to the public 
servioe I know only by report, but trustworthy 
report. I understand that he has since left the 
service, but am not informed of the manner of hiB 
leaving it. 

55. See the two cases above (answer to question 
45). 

56. No; this iB done with dhatura. 

58. It is working well. 

63. No. 

64. No, and of this I have seen a good deal 
when Collector of Kolaba, because, a very impor¬ 
tant ganja firm has its head-quarters (for mercan¬ 
tile convenience sake only) in the port of Panwell, 
and exports “urbi” (*.«., to Bombay) and “ orbi.” 
It gave no trouble. 

65. Quite reasonable and not a subject of 
complaint from any one. 

68. No, and there is no need for them nor call 
for them. 

69. Not in Tbana, because the matter is unim¬ 
portant. But if it were important, I would 
oonsult the villagers, as is always done in the 
really important case of liquor shops. 

70. No facts and no smuggling into Thana. 
The Bombay oontraotor complained of smuggling 
from Kurla and Sandora (suburbs of Bombay, 
but in Thana District) into Bombay. But be now 
holds both the Thana and Bombay farms, and 
says that be is all right. The inference is that 
the hemp drugs smuggled into Bombay were such 
as had eome into Tbana legally. 

Note by the Commwion appended to 
M&. Sinolaib’s eoidenoe. 

45. Records in the two cases called for and 

(1) Kennery Island ease. —This was a case in 
wihich the dhobi of Mr. Dyer, Light- 
keeper, Kennery Island, was charged with 
entering his master’s bed-room At njght 
and attempting to throttle Mrs, Dyer. 
He was sentenced by Me. Sinclair to 
eighteen months’ rigorous imprisonment. 
The Magistrate held " that the accused 
committed the offence when violently in¬ 
toxicated by some preparation of hemp.” 

One witness, a iMoar atthe lighthouse* said 
is evidence : “ Accused regular gapja- 
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smoker, but 1 do not know anything 
about his smoking on that particular oc¬ 
casion.” On the other hand, another 
witness, Mr, Dyer’s butler, said in evi¬ 
dence : “ I have known accused about 
four or five months, 1 do not know any¬ 
thing about bis using ganja.” 

Thera is no other 'reference to hemp drugs in 
all the evidence except in the statement of 
the Assistant Surgeon, who on 4th Novem¬ 
ber 1887, said: '‘I know theacoused Kun- 
jandas since the 9th ultimo, when he was 
lodged in the Alibag jail "* * * . I 
found him on that occasion to be suffering 
from narcotism; and from the subsequent 
observation, I am of opinion that this was 
produced by the excessive use of some pre¬ 
paration of hemp, probably ganja.” This 
Assistant Surgeon was not examined as to 
the grounds of this opinion, but generally 
remarked that “ the whole of the symp¬ 
toms were consistent with a severe bout of 
ganja-smoking, lasting up to 8th ultimo 
inclusive.” There is no mention anywhere 
of the prisoner asking for bhang \ but in a 
letter of the Assistant Surgeon (not in his 
evidence) it is stated that the man asked 
for ganja and tobacco. 

(II) the Panwell com.—T he accused was a 
Brahman, said to have entered a temple 
and “ found Parbatti’s idol therein so 
beautiful that be embraced her and threw 
her down, breaking her into seven pieces.” 
He was then insane and incapable of mak¬ 
ing his defence. He was tried two months 
afterwards, and was discharged by the 
Magistrate, who wrote : “ 1 do not think 
there is evidence enough to persuade me 
to put the accused on his defence.” Mr. 
Sinclair is therefore mistaken as to the 
termination of the case. The man was 
not acquitted on the ground of insanity, 
but discharged for want of evidence. 

As to the cause of insanity, the papers show 
that the man was “insane for twelve 
years—an attack every year or two; ” that 
the attack was preceded by “dissolute 
life; ” and that its “ supposed causes ” 
were “ ganja-Bmoking. Dissipation. Being 
rejected and deceived by his paramour.” 
It is also stated that his father was 
epileptic and his own health “ below par.” 

Oral evidence . 

I have been 25 years in the Civil Service. I have 
served in every province in the presidency except 
North Canara. I have little personal acquaint¬ 


ance with the subject and have already placed 
at the disposal of the Commission the information 
I was able to collect. Speaking generally, I 
think the hemp drugs have no effect to speak of 
oa the health of the people of this presidency. I 
regard it as a negligible effect. I think it may 
fairly be so described and I ao treat it in my own 
administration. 

I have known only three cases in my experience 
in whioh there was any apparent connection 
between hemp drugs and crime. The one is over 
twenty years old; and I have no details of any 
value about it. I did not try it. The other two 
cases are the Kennery Island case and the Panwell 
case. I have already brought these cases to the 
notice of the Commission and placed them (through 
their Secretary) in the way of obtaining full in¬ 
formation regarding them. These are the only 
cases in which 1 have traced any connection 
between hemp drugs and crime. The Medical. 
Officer (Dr. Pereira) concerned in the Kennery 
Island and Panwell oases is still in the same sta¬ 
tion. 

I have no reason to think prohibition is called 
for. Had I thought so, I should have had more 
to say. A thing which so little obtrudes itself does 
not require such a measure. I believe in restric¬ 
tion. I can refuse and have refused new shops 
where not required. T can cIobc any shop if it 
appears to be doing harm. I am not asked to 
make revenue of the drags. I have complete 
power. But there are no appreciable effects. I 
find villagers object sometimes to a liquor shop. 
But I have never had any objection made to a bhang 
and ganja shop. 

I consider that there is a margin for increasing 
taxation, having regard to the price of other intoxi¬ 
cants, the fact that the drugs are mainly used by 
the poor, and the danger of smuggling. It is 
difficult to judge from my experience, as my farms 
are suburban, and have to be considered in view of 
the Bombay contracts. But I consider that there 
might be a margin. I may add that the poorest 
of tha poor drink toddy and spirits and consumers 
are not always the poorest. 

My view of the general object of Government 
administration of the drugs is that it aims first of 
all at regulating their use and preventing intoxica¬ 
tion. The making of revenue is a secondary object 
altogether. I have no suggestions to make in 
regard to the present system to improve it in 
view of these two objects. It might be different 
if I were serving m a oonntry where the drugs 
were much used. In my district, as I have said, 
their effects are practically a negligible quantity. 
In any case, if anything was done to raise the 
prioe of ganja materially, it might be necessary 
to have subservient legislation regarding dhatura. 


7, Evidence of Mb* F. L. Charles, Collector, Belgaum. 


1. By serving for 24 years in various districts 
in the various grades of the Civil Service, 

2. In this district bhang means powdered ganja. 
It is not known as subzi, etc. Char as is not. used 
in Belgaum at all. The definition of ganja ap¬ 
plies. Only flat ganja is sold in Belgaum. It is 
simply known as gauja, 

8. The ganja plant grows wild, to a very small 
extent in this district. It is not cultivated in Bel- 
vol. yii. 


gaum at all. It is said to grow freely in Satara 
and Ahmednagar, but I have not been there. 

4, Bombay hemp is called tag in Marathi, 
tanabu in Kanarese. Ordinary hemp —ambadi in 
Marathi, pundi in Kanarese. Both grown for fibres 
in this distriot. Only used for fibres. Ganja 
hemp is the name applied solely to the variety of 
whioh the drug is formed. 

6. This district is 2,000 feet above sea-level. 

s 2 
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Tbe rainfall varies from 120 inches on the Gli&ta 
to 25 in the eastern talukae. 

6. There are so few plants in this district, 1 
cannot say. I have only seen one plant, about 8^ 
feet loii^, with branohes proceeding from a cen¬ 
tral stalk. The flowers were embedded amongst 
densely packed small leaves. 

7. See answer 4. Only ambadi and tag are 
cultivated for fibres. No drug is made from them 
in Belgaum. No ganja is cultivated, nor are 
drugs made here from wild ganja. 

8. There has been none. 

9. Tag is sown as a whole field crop. Ambadi 
is sown as a row crop in fields of bojri and tut 
and some others. 

10. None in this district. 

11 and 12. Not in Belgaum. 

18. There is no restriction on cultivating the 
ganja plant in Belgaum. The talukas near the 
Gbits are said to be unsuitable. Those inland 
from the GMts can grow ganja and fibre hemps. 

14. None. They are imported ready-made, 
that is to say, ganja (flower tips) is imported in 
the form of dried and compressed tips. 

15. Majunt is a swe-tmeat looking like slabs 
of cream toffee. It is made of powdered ganja 
mixed with sugar and ghee boiled. It is eaten as 
a swoetmeat. Ganja itself is wetted, then rubbed 
in the hand to a sticky pulp, then mixed with 
tobacco and smoked. Bhang is powdered gaoja 
mixed with spices, sugar and milk or water, and is 
drunk as a cooling mixture. It is called “ gbota ” 
in Marathi } Kanarese name not known. “ Phake “ 
is roasted ganja powdered and mixed with sugar 
and spices, eaten by male professional singers, 

16. Bhang or ghota oan be prepared by people 
in their houses. It oan be prepared wherever 
ganja is grown. 

17. There is no particular class. The licensees 
are Musalmans, Marathas, Jains and others. 

18. It is said they keep for one year, but lose 
their effect as drugs entirely after two and-a- 
half years. This is stated by the ganja farmer for 
this district. No measures are knotvu to prevent 
deterioration, nor are the causes known. 

The import of ganja in this district has been 
as follows, for the period for which information is 
available 


Year. 

Qr A STITT. 

Borenae to Go?ernment, 

Maunds. 

8eers, 




B 

1887-88 . 

891 

30 

4,213 

1888-89 . 

154 

• •. 

4,062 

1889-90 . 

198 


8,287 

1890-91 . 

204 

25 

3,801 

1891-92 . 

194 

5 

8,812 

1892-93 . 

183 

18 

4,109 


19. Ganja itself is only smoked. Charas is 
not used here. 


20. Ganja is smoked chiefly by bairagig, fakirs 
and gusains, and to a limited extent by all classes. 
It is sparingly used by a few in all classes. 

21. Ouly flat ganja is used here for smoking. 

22. None here. 

28 . No. 

24. A few of all classes drink bhang (ghota). 


It is chiefly used by persons in good circumstances. 
Majum sweetmeat is also eaten by a few of all 
classes, 

25. It has decreased in this district since 1887* 
88 owing to the completion of the Soathern 
Maratha Railway ana tbe migration of the 
labourers thereon employed elsewhere. 

i 6. This can only be guessed at. Perhaps*— 

(a) 80 per cent. 

(4) 5 per cent. 

(c) 18 per oent. 

(d) 2 per cent. 

100 

27. (a) (e) and (d) are of all olasses. (4) Habitual 
excessive consumers are bairagia, fakirs and 
gosains only. The reason for thia is the life 
of hard privation and exposure they lead in 
their wanderings. 

28. (a) One-fifteenth ounoe, price 1 pie. 

(4) Two-fiftha ounce, price 6 pies. 

29. Sugar and spices are used indifferently. 
Dhatura is not used. I know of no preparation 
such aa bhang massala. 

80. In solitude by classes other than Lairagis. 
Chiefly confined to males. It is not usual for 
children to take these drugs in this district. 

SI. It is alleged that all these questions oan be 
answered in the affirmative, but 1 have never seen 
any oases exhibiting excessive use or the difficulty 
of abstaining. 

82. No such customs are known here. 

S3. With indifferenoe. There is no pronounced 
opinion. It is, however, supposed to induce idle¬ 
ness. 

There is no custom of worshipping the ganja 
plant. But it is offered to dead relatives who 
used it in their lifetime, at the time of death anni¬ 
versary ceremonies by Musalmans and Marathas. 

34. Only to bairagis, fakirs and wandering 
mendicants, and the few habitual consumers of all 
classes. There are only about 200 maunds of 80 
seers of 40 tolas each used = 16,00015 per annum. 
The excessive consumers would take about 91b 
each per annum and the moderate lib 8 oz, Tbe 
total population is 1,018,000 in the Belgaum 
district, giving an average of lib to every 68 
persons per annum. As only 16,0001b in all are 
consumed, there could at most be only 1,600 per¬ 
sons if all were immoderate usere, and about 
12,000 if all were moderate consumers. I estim¬ 
ate the immoderate at 800 and the habitual 
moderate at about 8,000 at the outside. The 
farmer estimates his customers at from 1,000 to 
1,200 in Belgaum town, which contains the 
largest number of consumers. There are x7 
minor shops in other parts of the district. 

85. It would not be feasible, because where the 
plant grows people can pick it for themselves and 
make the preparation for themselves. 

86. No. 

87. Not smoked here. 

88. Only flat ganja u used here. The effeot 
of others not known. 

89. It is supposed that the drink is less injuri¬ 
ous than the drug smoked, because of the greater 
admixture of harmless ingredients. 

40. Sometimes prescribed iu the form of ganja 
for wind in tbe stomach and stomach-ache. 

41, (a) Said to be a digestive. 






(J) Also to give staying-power and lessen the 
effect of exposure. 

(c) Not known here. 

(d) Checks diarrhoea and relieves pain. 

All classes in small numbers, but principally 
travellers. 

42. The moderate use appears to have no evil 
effects. The Civil Surgeon of Belgaum states 
that no insanes have come under his notice whose 
insanity was due to ganja; nor have any cases of 
violence or crime eome under'his notioe due to 
this cause. I also as a Magistrate have never 
observed any cases of crime due to gauja. 

43. Yes. 

41. Refreshing, and incites appetite and quiets 
the mind. The moderate use does not intoxioate, 
but induces a slightly giddy feeling. The effect 
of smoking lasts for two or three hours. Hunger 
is said to bean after-effect, A longing for further 
gratification is felt. 

46. The Civil Surgeon knows of no insanes 
due to this, and states, “the moderate consump¬ 
tion would appear to be harmless.” I know of no 
cases of insanity induced by ganja consumption, 
and never saw one. 


ally consume the drug, the use of it is. not 
general. 

53. Not known. No each aase has come under 
my notice during 24 years as a Magistrate. 

54. No case known in this district. 

55. No cases known, though the use is occa¬ 
sionally suspected. Majum is said so to be given 
in order to allow of rape and theft on women. 

56. Dhatura is not known to be used here. 
Only tobacoo is used to mix with ganja whether 
by moderate or excessive smokers. 

57. Not known here. 

58. Yes. No change necessary: 

59. None neoessary in this dietriot. 

60. No control is necessary in Belgaum. 

61. None. 

62. 63 and 64. No. 

65. The import fee is 8 annas per Indian maund 
and bid in auotion for the license B8,935 for 
last year. Ganja only is imported. No change 
seems necessary. If fees wete raised, the contract¬ 
or would bid less iu the auction. 

66. There is only one kind imported here, vit., 
fiat ganja. 

67. No. 


46. Excesive use is tail! to produce insanity, but 
I never saw a case. I have never seen a case of 
any harm arising from the use of ganja. 

47 and 48. No ; the habit is purely personal, 

49 and 50. - Nothing is known as to this. 

51 and 52. The District Superintendent of 
Police states that though bad characters occasion¬ 


68. There are no shops where the drugs may 
be consumed on the premises, I see no harm in 
allowing suoh consumption. 

69. A shop is not opened unless a considerable 
number of inhabitants of a village wish it, or do 
not object. 

70. Nothing known. 


8. Evidence of Me. F. S. P. Lely, Collector 6f Surat . 


19. Charas is not at all used in Surat dietriot. 
Ganjfc is -also pounded along with bhang, pepj>er 
and poppy seed. After being mixed with water 
the whole is filtered through cloth aud theu 
drunk by about 200 Borahs and other Muham¬ 
madans in Surat city, and sometimes by ascetics. 
It accelerates intoxioation as compared with 
ordinary bhang water, and also mitigates the 
ohilling effect of bhang. 

20. Fakirs, sadbus and suoh like religions as¬ 
cetics lead the way. In Surat city about 200 
Borahs and 1,000 other Muhammadans smoke. 
Nest come about 500 goldsmiths (Sonis), and 
200 masons (Kadiasl. Then about 500 Jains. 
Then about 100 weavers (Khatris). The rest, 
about 400, are Kanbis, Wanias, Ghanchis, Brah¬ 
mins, Dheds. 

The above are for Surat city. Elsewhere we 
note Wanjaras from the Gh&ts, and Brahmins 
occupy a higher place. 

The monthly licit sale of ganja in all the shops 
of the Surat district is 8284 local seers (37i 
tolas) for 650,000 people. 

21. Only flat is used in Surat district, not 
round. It is preferred to chur or kani, as it is 
called here. The gardo or ganja dust, which is 
said to be used in Bombay and elsewhere pounded 
with bhang, is not at all used here, and is there¬ 
fore destroyed by the local farmer. 

22. Not used at all in Surat. 

23. Bhang is never used for smoking'in Surat 
district. 

24. Bhang is chiefly drunk by goldsmiths 


(Sonis), Jains, Brahmins. Also by a few Muham¬ 
madans, and men of other Hindu oastes. Bhang 
water is generally preferred, but it is also eaten in 
the form of bhang bukni by some Hindus. Bhang 
bukni is made by frying bhang with ghi and 
then adding sugar. Majum pak is sold in shops. 
To prepare it, bhang is soaked in water for a whole 
day and then boiled for about a oouple of hours. 
Ghi is then added, and the mixture agaiu boiled 
for several hours. Spices and sugar are also boiled 
in, and the preparation allowed to cool, when it 
oongeals and is cut up into small cakes. The 
monthly licit sale of bhang in the shops of Surat 
district is 226J local seers (874 tolas) for 
650,000 people, and of majum pak 34j seers. 

25. The general opinion is that it is not on the 
increase. The licit sales have lately somewhat 
increased in this district owing to the introduction 
of restrictive measures in the Baroda State in 
1892. Before that year there were none whatever. 

28. The great majority of consumers of both 

B and bhang are habitual, three-fourths are 
ral moderate, and quarter habitual excessive. 
Occasional consumers are of bhang only, and 
they are rare. 

27. Fakirs and other ascetics are the chief 
habitual excessives in ganja. They take it because 
it enables them to bear abstinence from food and 
water and even clothes in the coldest weather. 
It is said to enable them to resist the most 
malarious climate and the worst water. Muham¬ 
madans and many castes of Hindus are led to 
ganja or bhang by having to abstaiu from alcohol 
from religious scruples. Artizaug and others 
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believe that their usual drink of bhang 1 water 
sharpens their faculties and enables them to work 
better. Lastly, many resort to ganja smoking 
as a cure for rheumatism, indigestion, and certain 
other ohronio diseases, and also to allay mental 
depression. More than one-half of the consumers 
belong to tho poorer classes. 

28. Ganja— 

Habitual moderates, \ tola, costing | anna. 

Habitual excessives, 2 tolas, costing 1 anna. 

Bhang — 

Habitual moderates, 1 tola, costing 2 pies. 

Habitual excessives, 4 tolas, costing 8 pies. 

Some ascetics consume as much as 5 tolas of 
ganja per diem. 

29. Tobacco is invariably mixed with ganja 
to mitigate the bad odour of the latter. The 
ingredients ordinarily added to bhang water are 
pepper and poppy seed to make it more digestible. 
Occasionally sugar, milk, almonds, cardamoms 
and other spices are also added to bhang water to 
make it less intoxicating and also more palatable. 
Dljatura is not known to be used. No other 
preparation is sold for mixing in this district. 

8fl. Women are scarcely known to consume 
either drug; but five to ten Hindu women in 
Surat City are known to. Children do not, as a 
rule, take them; but some parents sometimes 
give a little bhang water to make them sleep. 

81. The habit is easily formed in a few days. 
It is very difficult to leave off ganja; not so 
difficult to leave off bhang. No doubt there is a 
tendency towards excess, specially in early lifo. 
But many instances met by me seem to prove 
that there is also a tendency to decrease the amount 
consumed as age advances. A highly respectable 
Brahmin assures me that he formerly smoked 8 
tolas a day; but now that he is getting old, only 
one tola. Another man says that he used to 
smoke 20 pipes per day, but gave it up on acooant 
of the intolerable asthma it gave him, A third 
has smoked one pice worth a day without inorease 
or decrease for the last seven years. A fourth, 
who has smoked 80 years, now only consumes one 
pioe worth against two pice worth formerly. 

32. Bhang is sacred to Shiva and is called the 
hatti of Shiva. On Shivratri it iB ueoessaryfor his 
worshippers to offer bhang to Mabadev. On Lim- 
ochhav or Uorepadoa day many Hindus drink the 
juice of the leaves of the ntm tree grounded with 
bhang and water, This use of the drug is tem¬ 
perate and not likely to lead Jto the formation of 
the habit. 

88. Among respectable persons the consump¬ 
tion of the drugs, especially of ganja, is undoubt¬ 
edly held in some disrepute. In the case of 
Muhammadans this is strengthened by religious 
feeling, and they use the drugs secretly. Tire feel¬ 
ing of the rest of the community is based, I ap¬ 
prehend, ou disapproval of intoxicants generally. 
It is not very strong. There is no custom of wor¬ 
shipping the hemp plant in this district. 

84, It would be most reckless and unwise to 
think of such a thing. All habitual consumers 
would suffer for some time from want of sleep, loss 
of appetite, griping and indigestion. Most of 
them belong to the most ignorant and fanatical 
classes in the country, and would bitterly resent 
being deprived of a protective against all their 
bodily ills. 

3. It would be wantonly cansing the most 


serious discontent. As to the laftt question, I can 
only say I have met one or two cases where a 
ganja Btnoker has given up the habit and taken to' 
opium. 

88. I do not think so 

87. No char&s in this district. 

88. No round ganja is consumed in this distriot. 
The effect of chor or kani is generally the sameae 
that of unbroken ganja ; but it is held to be more 
injurious if it is much broken. 

40. They are prescribed by native doctors for 
venereal diseases, etc. Bhang and ganja are 
said to be used sometimes for cattle diseases. 
Bhang is given to horses along with othef spices, 
and often to cows and buffaloes to make them 
yield more milk. 

42. Ganja is believed to assist digestion, also 
bhang. Both give staying-power, etc., and whet 
the faculties. They are not much believed in as 
febrifuge. They assuage rheumatic and other 
pains and mental distress. But great stress is 
laid on not consuming them with an empty 
stomach and on the aocompaniment of a full and 
generous diet, such as ghi, wheat., milk and sugar. 

M any of the moderate consumers (vide answers 
20 and 27). 

42. Some of the healthiest looking men in the 
district are moderate consumers. A robust-look¬ 
ing active man of 50 waB talking to me yesterday 
who had smoked ganja for 30 years. 

43. Quite so. 

44. Bhang is refreshing. It produces intoxi¬ 
cation more or less according to the habits of the 
consumer. It creates a ravenous appetite. Dur¬ 
ing the period of elation, which lasts about four 
hours, the man goes about his business with 
heightened faoulties. The effect of ganja is 
similar. 

45. The habitual moderate use of bhaDg and 
ganja is not believed to be injurious, as a rule, if 
accompanied by sufficient nourishing food. 1 
have met several habitual consumers, who are 
none the worse for it. On the other hand, ganja 
has iuducod asthma in some. Without good food 
it causes also loss of appetite and indigestion.. 

I have not myself come across any cases of 
consequent insanity. 

46. Exoessive use of ganja is believed to oause 
asthma and indigestion in a more marked degree, 
also consumption and impotence. The excessive 
use of bhang is believed to cause rheumatism and 
indigestion. 

47 and 48. No. 

49. As already stated, an excessive use of 
ganja, without good and sufficient food, tends to 
Cause impotence. 

51. No significant proportion of bad Characters. 
No special connection with crime has been noted. 

62. The present control is quite sufficient. An 
addition might be made to Government Notifies, 
tion No. 4421 of 28rd August 1880, requiring the 
oultivator to keep an account of his production 
and sales. The orders above referred to have 
already had an effect in restricting the production 
of bhang in this distriot. 

88. There are only three such shops in StfNrt 
City. They undoubtedly make the consumption 
of bhang more easy, because .the consumer is 
saved the trouble of preparing his bhang water. 

It has yet to be seen whether the experiment of 
closing similar opium shops is successful or Sot. 
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I am inclined to think it will only lead to the 
formation of clubs, which will have the disadvan¬ 
tage of less publicity, 

89. No objection has ever been taken in this dis¬ 
trict to a ganja-bhang shop. If one was made, it 
would be attended to ; but there is not the same 
feeling as there is against liquor or toddy shops, 

70 . Large quantities of the drug were smuggled 
in small paroels from the Baroda territory in 
fonner times; but since February 1892, when the 
sale was brought under control and a farming 
system introduced by His Highness the Gaekwar, 
smuggling has almost ceased. 

Oral evidence. 

QuetHon 32.—I hand in some translations of 
popular sayings on the subject of bhang collected 
from a company of sadbus. 

Question 59.—I should say that bhang was 
generally harmless—quite as harmless as the 
English glass of sherry. The vast majority of 
consumers are quite moderate. In my own office, 
which represents in many senses the best class of 
native society, there is perhaps not one who does 
not occasionally take bhang in social entertain¬ 
ments. I refer especially to the followers of 
Shiva. I have noticed no ill-effects among them, 
and they themselves say that the occasional dose 
does not produce any effect at all. There are also 
a certain number of habitual consumers and a few 
who exceed ; but the vast majority aro occasional 
consumers; and of the habitual consumers the 
majority certainly do not exceed. According to 
my information, the habit of drinking bhang is 
not very quickly acquired. In this bhang differs 
from ganja smoking. It would therefore take 
Ion" for a oonsumer of bhang to reach this de¬ 
graded condition. 1 do not, however, pretend to 
accurate knowledge on the subject. I am not 
prepared to say that I have myself observed 
people to have been reduced to such a degraded 
condition by bhang ashy the use of ganja. I have 
made enquiries during my tours, and people have 
admitted to me that they took bhang, and their 
physical condition appeared to me, as a general 
rule, to be quite satisfactory. I do not mean to 
say that the drinking of bhang is confined to the 
Shivaites. Tbe majority of Vaishnavites do-not 
take it; and these form the mass of the non- 
Shivaite agricultural population of my district. 
Some Musalmans do take bhang; but not, I think, 
the Pareis. The Musalmans reprobate the prac¬ 
tice. The number of victims to ganja smoking 
certainly appears larger .than the number who 
injure themselves by the use of bhang, out this, 
I think, may be explained in some degree by the 
fact that there is more disrepute attaching to the 
moderate use of ganja than to the moderate use 
of bhang, and so long »s a man indulges moder¬ 
ately in ganja, be can keep it secret and hns an 
object io doing so; but when his constitution is 
mined, he cannot keep the secret any longer and 
abandons all restraint. Resides, there is no dpubt 
that the smoking of gaflja is much less prevalent 
among the respectable classes than the use of 
bhang. The uaa of ganja is for the meet part, 
though by no mean# entirely, confined to religious 
ascetics. The effects of ganja have not come to 
my notice in my mageterial capacity, at least 
in the Surat district. One hears far more of 
alcohol or toddy. My knowledge is derived from 
information rather than ocular demonstration. 
In every taluka town the mamlatdar can bring up, 
and has sometimes brought up, perhaps half a 


dozen social wrecks, said by him to have been 
ruined by gauja. The persons themselves invaria¬ 
bly admit the ganja habit; but they attribute 
their condition also to the want of sufficiently 
nourishing food in the form of milk and ghi. 
On the other hand, there are always to be found 
some well-nourished individuals who have used 
ganja all their adult lives and appear to be none 
the worse for it. Practically, I should not have 
any hesitation in accepting the view that the 
condition of the persons 1 have mentioned was 
due to the causes alleged by them. I could not 
answer for isolated cases. I have said that each 
mamlatdar could produce five or six such cases. 
Tbe average population of a mamlatdar head¬ 
quarter town would be 8,000 or 4,000. 1 have 
called upon the mamlatdar to produce the ganja 
smokers more frequently in the last month or 
two than previously ; but the subject has always 
attracted my attention more or less, and I have 
occasionally done this in past years. I cannot 
definitely remember to have called upon the mara- 
latdar to produce tire sooial wrecks from opium or 
liquor. In regard to liquor, a large part of the 
population of some towns get drunk when they 
get the chance; but the effeots of alcohol on the 
constitution do not seem to be so permanent or so 
radioal as these of ganja. Regarding the gaDjeris, 
I have not instituted enquiries into their habits 
with the view of ascertaining whether they used 
alcohol or other drugs, because their statement 
and those of tbe mamlatdars and others that they 
used ganja appeared to render it unnecessary. 
It is very probable that if more strict enquiry had 
been made, the mamlatdar would have been able to 
produce even a larger number of persons than I 
have mentioned as victims of the ganja habit, 
because it is very unlikely that at a day s notice 
every one would be able or willing to come. I 
have occasionally given the order a day before¬ 
hand—always verbally. I have taken far more 
interest in regard to alcohol than in regard to 

r inja ; and if I were to refer to my note books, 
could probably call to mind many more cases 
bearing upon the effects of alcohol than upon 
those of the hemp drug. My information regard¬ 
ing the latter has been furbished up and added to 
in consequence of the present enquiry. The 
alcohol-consuming population of the Surat district, 
which is the one with which I am hest acquainted, 
is quite distinct from the ganja-consuming popu¬ 
lation; and, moreover, I dp not know so much 
about the population, that consumes ganja immo¬ 
derately as about the liquor drinkers, and therefore 
l find it difficult to make a general comparison 
between the effects of the twp habits. Alcohol 
is consumed by a vigorous population, who live a 
healthy, open-air life, and the injurious effects 
upon them of frequently getting drunk are there¬ 
fore little or nothing, With regard to ganja, 
one knows tittle of tbe religious ascetics who ar* 
the chief consumers; and I SW W>t prepared to 
say whether it is morp °r less injurious than 
alcohol. I speak of alcohol in the form of toddy, 
which I think is much more wholesome than 
distilled liquor. Fully fermented toddy is about 
as strong as London stout, as shown by experi¬ 
ments made a few years ago. \ think increased 
taxation of ganja would be highly impolitic. I 
ean hardly See how, apart from political reasons, 
it could be beneficial. The consumer would be 
prepared to spend a pice or two more upon it. It is 
much cheaper to get intoxicated on gauja than on 
liquor. I do not recommend increasing the cost 
of the former, beoause the people who use it are 
poorer • than those who drink liquor. I never 
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remember seeing a person intoxioated by ganja, I 
only know ganja intoxication by description, and 
it has been described to me as not dissimilar to that 
caused by alcohol, I have seen a great many 
cases of drunkenness from toddy. It must, I 

3 »se, injure a person to get intoxicated from 
ol iu any form. I do not know of any 
adulteration of the drags. There does not appear 
to me to be any necessity for Government to 
take measures to prevent adulteration, I think 


40 tolas is an unneoessarily high maximum for 
legal possession of ganja. I think five would be 
rather too low, owing to the shops being scat* 
tered; but it would be sufficient in average , oases. 

Question 68 ,—I think there is no prohibition 
against consumption of bhang or ganja in the 
premises in the shops of Surat. The shops are 
not a nuisance, and the fact that smoking is there 
done in publio would be rather deterrent than 
otherwise. 


9. Evidence of Mr. J. M. Campbell, C.I.E., Collector of Land Revenue and Custom 

and Opium, Bombay , 


Oral evidence. 

1 have twenty-four years’ service in all divisions 
of the presidency (except Sind). 

I do not think the hemp drugs are used to 
any great extent. I find the actual consumption 
to be about 8‘6 seers per thousand of population, 
and there is no smuggling in Bombay ; so that 
this means less than it would mean in other pro¬ 
vinces where there is smuggling. Dharwar is the 
ouly district where there is marked increase, and this 
is accompanied by decrease iu liquor consumption. 
There liquor seems to be displaced by drugs ; but 
;his is not the case elsewhere in the province. 

I do not think that the drugs do any appreciable 
harm to the people. I think there has been an 
impression in the province that there is harm done 
by these drugs, and that they are not a good 
source of revenue. There is an idea that nothing 
should be done to stimulate consumption. No 
doubt to aim at revenue only might stimulate 
consumption. But on the one hand, the impres¬ 
sion regarding the ill-effects of the drugs is not 
.so strong as xt was, When one is not giving 
attention to the subject, the only thing one 
notices is the excessive use. The moderate use 
does not obtrude itself on notice. When one sees 
more of the subject, the effects are found to be 
generally less hurtful. Then, on the other hand, 
to take up the drugs more carefully and aim at 
control and to raise taxation could not itself tend 
to increase consumption. But a high taxation 
might lead to smuggling and other illicit practices. 
This would not, however, lead to increased con¬ 
sumption, There would be special danger of 
smuggling from Native States outside the pro¬ 
vince, such as Indore on the one side and 
Hyderabad on the other. I do not think that 
taxation oould be considerably raised without 
coming to some arrangements with Native States 
within and without the province. Some such 
arrangements might be made with the Native 
States within the presidency as have been made 
in respect to opium ; and 1 think the compensa¬ 
tion payable would be small, and that the Native 
States would have no objection. 

I am not of opinion that the effects of the drugs 
are such as to justify prohibition nor any stringent 
restriction. I think the producers in Ahmednagar 
and Satara would resent very much any restno- 
tion of cultivation. I think that the prohibition 
of cultivation in those districts where it is 
trifling, so as to. confine it to the two districts 
above named, might cause some little dissatis¬ 
faction, but would be feasible. It could be done. 
The system of restricted cultivation and bonded 
warehouses, however introduces so many oom- 


plications, as compared with the present system, 
that it would require careful consideration. T 
think a ft 10 (ten-rupee) transport fee per 
maund oould be levied without any change of 
system, and the present system oould not work 
well with a higher fee. Something like the 
Central Provinces system might be required. I 
do not recommend this at present in the Deccan. 
The rise in prico by a tax of, say, ft2 (two rupees) 
per seer, as in the Central Provinces, would be 
very much felt, and would cause more discontent 
than would ha worth while exciting for the small 
increase of revenue that would result. If the*e 
were a large increase of revenue it might be 
different. As it is, I do not, as at present advised, 
recommend such a change as far as the interests 
of Bombay are concerned. I admit, however 
that if the question were regarded as part of a 
general system of excise, there might be other 
grounds for taking action towards equalizing 
taxation. Smuggling from Bombay to the 
Central Provinces must be encouraged by the 
difference in rates. 1 think also, perhaps, that 
the heavy general excise taxation iu Bombav— 
the high revenue iealised from excise as oompared 
with other provinces-would be an argument 
against increasing taxation on any speoial in- 
toxicant, such as hemp drags. I believe that the 
two habits, liquor and drugs, are praotioally quite 
distinct. If they were fully distinct, then there 
would be little force in the last argument I have 
referred to. Another objection to high taxation 
of drugs is that Hindus and some Muhammadans 
might objeot to it owing to the increased price of 
drags being an inducement to take to liquor, 
which their religion condemns. In view of all 
the circumstances of the case, I would not 
impose on the drug more than a transport tax 
of filO a maund under existing ciroumstanoes. 

I think that the object.of Government in taxa¬ 
tion of the drugs should be the greatest revenue 
with the least possible consumption, that is I 
think the drug is sufficiently harmful to make it 
a proper thing to seek to keep tbo consumption 
low. I think that the natural demand must be 
met to prevent smuggling and such practices; 
but the Government should seek to keep the 
facilities for supply as low as possible. I do not 
think the present demand is too great. I would - 
therefore rather aim at not increasing it than at 
cutting down the existing sources or facilities for 
supply and reducing consumption. The latter 
would unnecessarily cause discontent, and be 
unadvisable. I would aim at getting as much 
revenue as possible without increasing the exis ting 
demand and consumption, and without interfering 
with it. * 

As to the maximum of possession, I think that 
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forty tolas is too high, aud I would reduce that to 
five tolas. 

1 think it is a good tiling to have some shops 
in Bombay city, where the drugs are consumed on 
the premises. It keeps the consumers under 
notice. The shops are bound to close at a certain 
hour, and the consumers to behave in an orderly 
manner. This tends to regulate the practice, and 
control the habits of consumers. The closing of 
the chandu and madak shops is said to have really 
increased the number from 14 shops to about 160 
clubs. The latter are not open to inspection or 
visit by the authorities. As a matter of fact, too, 
consumption of ganja within licensed shops is 
reaHy small, and shows no serious evil. 

In statement K on page 16 of my memorandum 
the exports are of Bombay ganja, i.e., of ganja 
produced in the Bombay presidency. “ Foreign 
Indian Ports" are mainly ports in Kathiawar. 
I believe that all the ganja exported is grown in 
the province. There was export ascribed to the 
Central Provinces; but this was found to be a 
mistake. The ganja exported has paid the trans¬ 


port duty on removal from the districts in which 
it is grown. 

I believe that in ordinary magisterial work there 
is no connection between hemp drugs and crime. 
But there are certain crimes—murders aud crimes 
of violence —ascribed to ganja ; and there are also 
certain statements regarding the use of the drugs 
by Rajputs that point to its leading to violence. 
I have never sifted these statements; nor have 
such facts come to my notice. On the other 
haud, I have been told that the drags make a man 
timid. It is otherwise with alcohol. Among the 
Bhils, in the wild parts of Gujarat and in such 
distiicts as Thana, there are many crimes con¬ 
nected with alcohol. 

Mr. Almon and I have talked over the question 
of the average dose on which the estimates of 
consumption in Bombay city should be based. 
Wo have also made further enquiries. W r e both 
think that half a tola would be nearer the true 
average than oue tola. Mr. Almon would desire bis 
evidence to be corrected on this point. 


10. j Evidence of Mr. J. Monteath, Collector and District Magistrate, Bijapur. 


1. I had practically no opportunity of obtain¬ 
ing special information ou the subject until I 
came to Bijapur a year ago, and my attention was 
not particularly attracted to it until orders for 
the supply of information to the Commission 
were issued. 

8. The definitions given for ganja and bhang, 
which names are used, may be accepted for this 
district; but the term bhang is in some places 
applied to the powder left in the bag after ganja 
is handled and taken out. Charas is not kuown, 
and bhang is said to be used only for the prepara¬ 
tion of the drink called “ ghota.” The sort of 
ganja sold here is flat ganja. 

3. I know no district in which the hemp plant 
glows spontaneously. 

7. The hemp plant has been cultivated in the 
town of Bijapur for some years past, and is at 
present being grown there and in Utnal in the 
Bagewadi taluka for the production of ganja and 
bhang. The areas sown have been— 
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8. I infer from the larger sums paid for the 
right to sell the drug that consumption is increas¬ 
ing, hut I can assign no special reason for this 
increase, excopt perhaps the increase of spare 
cash. 

9. I can add nothing on this point to the de¬ 
scription given by Rao Bahadur R, C. Artal in 
paragraph 3 of his letter printed as an appendix 
to the note of the Commissioner of Customs, Salt, 
Opium and Akbari, forwarded to Government with 
his letter No 4752, dated 11th September 1893. 
Rao Bahadur R. C. Artal serves in Bijapur. 

10. The plant is cultivated on behalf of the 
contractor, a Marwari, under the supervision of 
experts who come from the Satara district. The 
operations common to the production of this and 
other plants are performed by cultivators belong¬ 
ing to the district. 

voL vii. 


11. Not here. 

IS There is no restriction of area. It is stated 
in the Bombay Gazetteer (volume XXV, page 
234) that the plant flourishes best at an elevation 
of 4,00() to 7,000 feet above the level of the sea. 
Rich friable moist loam is needed, and there must 
be no shade. 

14. Ganja and bhang only are prepared in this 
district, and bhang to but a Bmall extent. The 
ganja produced in 1892 is said to have been about 
560 maunds. 

15. I can give no information on this point in 
addition to what appears in Mr. Artal’s report 
above mentioned. 

16. Bhang is not prepared by the people in their 
houses. 

17. Ganja is prepared only by the contractor. 
The only other preparation, so far as I can learn, 
used in the distriot is ghota, and it is made and 
drunk at festivals, particularly the Holi, by Mara- 
thas and the othor Hindu lower castes; occasion¬ 
ally by some of the higher castes (not by Lenga- 
yets) and by Mnsalmans. 

18. I am told that ganja and bhang deteriorate 
after two years, and that their use is then espe¬ 
cially deleterious. 1 am not aware how deteriora¬ 
tion can be prevented. 

19. Ganja is used only for smoking. Charas is 
not used at all in this district. 

20. So far as I can learn, the smoking of ganja 
is almost confined in this district to Muhammadans 
of the lower class, fakirs, Hindu ascetics and 
mendicants, weavers, and some domestic servants. 
The proportion of ganja smokers to the total 
population is exceedingly small. I imagine not 
so much as 1 per cent. 

21. Flat ganja is used here. 

22. None. 

23. No. 

24. So far as I can learn, bhang is hardly ever 
eaten here, and is drunk only in the form of ghota 
by the classes mentipned in the answer to question 
17. I do not think the proportion of those wlu> 
so use it exceeds 5 per cent. 
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25. As already stated, I infer from the higher 
sums paid for the light to sell the drug that the 
use of ganja is increasing, but I can assign no 
cause except a probable improvement in income. 
Mr. Artal states that the habit of smoking 
ganja is fostered by ascetics, and as they move 
about more rapidly now with the improved means 
of communication, the increase may be partly 
accounted for in this manner. 

26. I can make only the roughest guesses at 
these proportions. Of the ganja consumers, I 
should think lU per cent, are habitual excessive 
consumers, the rest being habitual moderate con* 
sumers, there being praotioally no occasional consu¬ 
mers at all of the drug in that form. Almost all 
the consumers of bhang in the form of ghota seem 
to be occasional moderate consumers. 

27. I can give no information on this point in 
addition to what is stated above. 

28. Ganja only habitually used — 

Average allowance. Average coat. 

(a) 1 tola.4 anna. 

( b ) 4 tolas . . . . .2 annas. 

I have been able to get no information direct 
from actual consumers, and the second-hand in¬ 
formation I have got varies considerably. 

29. I have no information on theso points be¬ 
yond what is in Mr. Artal’s report above men¬ 
tioned. 

30. The consumption, I am informed, is gene¬ 
rally in company, and, exoepfc as regards a few 
prostitutes, is confined to the male sex. Persons 
under 20 are seldom addicted to the drugs. 

31. I am informed that the habit of smoking 
ganja is easily formed and is difficult to break off. 

38. The occasional consumption of ghota at 
festivals is apparently not considered by any class 
of the community to be open to objection. The 
habitual use of ganja is considered discreditable, 
and I havo not been able to find a single person 
who will admit he uses it. Even the persons en¬ 
gaged in the cultivation of the plant informed me 
that no consumer of ganja would confess that he 
consumes'it. The cause of the shame is presum¬ 
ably that the habitual use of the drug is generally 
considered deleterious. The plant is not worship¬ 
ped in this district. 

34. As the habit of smoking ganja is difficult 
to break off, it would doubtless be a serious priva¬ 
tion, though probably beneficial, to forego the use 
of the drug. 

35. I do not think the use of the drugs could 
be effectually prohibited ; certainly not unless cul¬ 
tivation was also stopped in Native States. The 
prohibition would create serious discontent, and 
as regards the occasional consumers of ghota 
would be a needless hardship. The disoontent 
would scarcely amount to a political danger. A 
Government is not in my opinion justified in ab¬ 
solutely prohibiting the use of an article which in 
moderation gives pleasure and does little or no 
harm. What is legitimate is to oheck its use in 
excess, which is harmful, by making it expensivo 
through the imposition of duty. I do not think 
the prohibition would necessarily be followed by 
recourse to alcoholic stimulants or other drugs; or, 
if it were, that that would be a serious objection, 
for the immoderate use of hemp seems to be worse 
than the immoderate use of the others, 

30. I do not think so. If anything, the 
tendency is the other way. 

37, My opinion on the points specified in this 
chapter would, of course, be of no value, hut in 


case the Commission have not seen it, 1 would 
refer to an article on Cannabis saliva in Part VI 
of the Pharmacographia Indica, which probably 
contains the most authoritative exposition extant 
of the effects of the drug. 

58 and 59. I think that the present system of 
excise administration in respect of hemp drugs has 
worked fairly well, but that the time has come 
for putting these drugs on the same footing as 
alcoholic stimulants and opium. Hitherto the 
consumption of preparations of hemp has not been 
extensive, and eo long as it was very small, the 
farm of the right to sell, as dispensing with the 
need of any preventive establishment, was perhaps 
most suitable. But it seems that not only in this 
district, but throughout the presidency, the 
amounts bid for the right to sell have been in¬ 
creasing, and it may fairly be inferred that the 
habit of consuming these drugs is spreading. It 
cannot indeed be said yet to be prevalent ; still the 
total consumption is, I think, sufficient to make 
it worth while to impose an excise duty; it is al¬ 
ready in this district muoh in excess of the con¬ 
sumption of opium, though insignificant as com¬ 
pared with the consumption of alcoholic stimulants, 
particularly toddy. I use the expression “ make 
it worth while,” for in my opinion the question 
whether it is worth while is the only one wbioh 
calls for consideration in this connection. It is, 
I believe, generally admitted that the system of 
deriving a revenue by farming the right to sell 
is suitable only in the earliest stage, and that the 
levy of an excise duty is the fairest and most 
satisfactory method of taxing an article produced 
in the country. Now the levy of an excise duty 
on preparations of hemp will present no difficulties 
in this presidency. The wild hemp does not grow;, 
and the cultivation of the plant requires great 
attention, and cannot be carried on surreptitiously. 
The existing Abkari establishments would probably 
suffice for the levy of the duty, or at least would 
require strengthening to but a small extent. The 
article is too bulky to be easily smuggled, and the 
arrangement with various Native States as regards 
alcoholic liquor and opium could probably be 
easily extended to hemp intoxicants. The levy of 
an excise duty is of course a very different thing 
from total prohibition, and would not, I think, 
excite any opposition. The article already pays 
a duty through the incidence on the consumers df 
the amount paid for the farm, and is a very legi¬ 
timate subject of revenue. An alteration in the 
form of the duty oould not reasonably be objected 
to. The drugs would probably be a little dearer 
under an excise duty than they are now, but not 
so muoh so as to materially affect anybody— cer- 
taiuly not the occasional consumers, while the 
habitual consumers are ashamed of the habit, and 
are the less likely to make open opposition to a 
cb&ck on it. 

The levy of an excise duty would, of coarse, 
have to be acoompanied by an import duty on so 
much of the article as is imported from places 
outside British India, except such States as might 
give .over to the Government the management 
of this as of other abkari revenue. The present 
duty on import, export, and transport is not, in 
my opinion, a very fair or satisfactory one. I 
apprehend it is intended rather to recoup the cost 
of controlling transport than to be a source 
of revenue. It does not, however, seem right 
that in a district in which the hemp plant 
is not grown the price should be increased 
by an import duty from which, or from any¬ 
thing corresponding with which, districts in 
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BfhtOb the plant is grown to an extent sufficient 
to meet the local consumption are exempt. If the 
duty were charged only on importation from 
places outside British India, there would be less 
objection, for the several British districts would 
then be on the same footing aB regards duty, 
whether the plant is cultivated in them or not. 
But the fairest method is to charge an excise 
duty on the article produced in British India, and 
a corresponding import duty on the article import¬ 
ed from places outside British India. In the 
first instance the rate of excise and import duty 
should be low, but not so low as the existing duty 
on transport, the incidence of which is under ^ 
of a pie per tola. Also the minimum amount of 
duty leviable should not be so much as at present. 
I should think that a rate of 8 annas per seer of 
ganja, which would be little more than a pie per 
tola, would be an exceedingly moderate rate with 
reference to the present duties on spirit and toddy. 
I do not know whether the strength of bhang 
differs from that of ganja so much as to require 
a separate rate. Of course charas would need a 
rate for itself. 

I consider that it would probably be practicable 
and desirable to apply to ganja and bhang the 
system now in force in most districts with regard 
to toddy mutatis mutandis —that is, there should 
be a sepnrato license for each shop, which, if there 
is only one applicant, should be given on payment 
of a fixed fee; if there are more, it should be sold 
by auction. All the ganja and bhang prepared 
should be kept in bonded warehouses or depots, 
and sold thence only to persons who hold licenses 
for shops on payment of the duty. The lioensee 
should have the option of supplying himself from 
any depdt in the presidency on payment of excise 
duty, or from places outside the presidency on 
payment of import duty, each consignment in either 
case, of course, being covered by a pass showing 
the payment of the duty. 

It is, howevor, possible that the consumption is 
in some districts not sufficiently large to induce 


persons to apply, for licenses for separate shops. 
In that case the right of sale throughout a district 
could continue to be given to one person—gen* 
l erally the person who offered the largest sum for 
the privilege—who would supply himself from a 
depot or import on payment of excise or import 
duty as proposed in the case of the holders of 
licenses for separate shops. 

60. There is at present no need for control. 

61. Charas is not produced here. 

82. The cultivation of the hemp plant for the 
production of bhang is not separate from its 
cultivation for the production of ganja. 

63 and 64. See answer to questions 53 and 59. 

65. There is at present in this province no 
taxation in the strict sense of the term on prepa¬ 
rations of hemp except the duty on import, export, 
or transport, as regards which please see answers 
to questions 58 and 59. 

66. I thiuk not, but only one kind of ganja is 
used in this district. 

67. See answer to questions 58 and 59. 

68. No. I think consumption on the shop 
premises is aB unobjectionable as consumption iu 
the consumers’ own houses. 

69. Yes, The village officers are required to 
inquire and report whether the bulk of the people 
wish a shop or object to it, and in the latter case 
a shop is not allowed. I think it is reasonable 
that effect should be given to the wish of the 
majority in this matter. 

70. I have reason to believe that although 
•there is no, or practically no, smuggling, people 

who live on the borders of Native States get 
their supplies from shops in these States, where 
the article is said to be cheaper. This practice is 
possibly owing to the rule that any person may 
have in his possession without a liceuee as much 
as 40 tolas. The limit should not. I think, be 
more than 5 tolas,—perhaps better, 2 tolas. 


11. Evidence of Mb. II. Woodward, Collector, Kaira, Gujarat. 


1. Only the general experience derived from 
eighteen years’ actual service as a District Officer 
in many of the districts of this presidency, exclud¬ 
ing Sind. My special attention has been drawn 
to the subject quite recently. 

2. Yes; though the general notion is that 
bhang is produced from the female and ganja 
from the male plant only. I cannot discover that 
these products are kuown locally by any peculiar 
names. 

3. None. 

7. None; the fibrous hemp plant (tan), so- 
called, is altogether different from ganja, and has 
no intoxicating qualities. 

14, No, they are all imported. 

19. Only for smoking in the Kaira district. 
Charas is not imported for sale here at all, and 
its use is extremely limited. 

20. The practice of smoking ganja is general 
among all the lower and poorer classes, fakirs, 
bairagis, sadhus, and other ascetics being spe- 
daily addicted to it. 

21. Flat ganja alone is used in this district. 

23. Never, so far as I can ascertain. 

vol. vii. 


24. Bhang is drunk by all classes of the popu¬ 
lation in a less or greater-degree, specially in the 
hot seasoD. It has refreshing and stimulating 
properties, and is imbibed at convivial meetings, as 
Europeans use tea, by the well-to-do olasses. 

25. There are very few shops in this district, and 
the consumption seems to be decidedly on the 
decrease owing to the prevailing and spreading 
taste for the cheaper forms of alcohol. This 
remark is applicable to bbang drinkers and ganja 
smokers. 

26. Roughly out of 100 consumers,— 

(a) 80 

(4) 5 
to 

{d ) 5 

100 

For bhang and ganja (not charas). 

27. From all classes. From the Brahmin and 
well-fed bania to the Dbarala and emaciated 
ascetic, as well as Muhammadans, The people of a 
country like India must have stimulants. The 
form of the stimulant chosen will depend on a 
variety of circumstances, not the least important 

i 2 
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being the means of the consumer. Physical aches I 
and pains, mental depression, general joylessness 
of life among the more indigent classes, the force 
of bad example, are all incentives to get tempo¬ 
rary rest and oblivion. 

28. (a) About J tola, costing i anna. 

(6) Double or treble that quantity. 

29. Tobacco is generally mixed with ganja to 
improve the flavour. Pepper, poppy-seed, almonds, 
Cardamoms, and sometimes sugar and milk, are 
mixed with bhang-water according to fauey and 
taste, and with the object of rendering it more 
palatable and warmer to the stomach. 1 am told 
that dhatura is occasionally mixed with oharas to 
enhance its inebriating powers. 

80. Bhang and ganja are usually taken in com¬ 
pany, though some incorrigi files prefer ganja 
smoking by themselves. The habit is mainly 
confined to the male sex, who contract it at any 
time of life. Children seldom consume any of 
these drugs, though they may ba allowed a sip 
of bhang-water as ours are of wine as a treat on 
special occasions. 

81. Not more so than in the case of alcohol- 
drinkers in respect to bhang. Much more fre¬ 
quently the ganja smoker becomes a slave to the 
habit and falls iuto exocss. 

82. I understand that Shiva or Mabadev is 
regarded by Hindus as the special patron of 
bhang, and that it is always imbibed on hi» saored 
days and festivals. I have not heard that orgies 
are indulged in on these occasions; and, as they 
are infrequent, I do not' think they are likely to 
have any effect in forming habits. 

33. Ganja smoking is regarded among all 
classes as a degrading and disgraceful habit. 
This feeling is due partly to the classes of people 
who consume it owing to its cheapness, and partly 
to the baneful effects which result from its exces¬ 
sive use. No such stigma applies to the taking of 
bhang. The hemp plant is hot an object of wor¬ 
ship to my knowledge. 

34. I am of opinion that it would for obvious 
reasons. In this district I do not think more 
than 6 per cent, of the population would be 
affected. 

85. Absolute prohibition would oertainly entail 
smuggling, which could not be stopped. The 
discontent would be sore among the classes affect¬ 
ed, but not such as to amount to a political 
danger. 

I don’t believe in the possibility of absolute 
effective prohibition of the use of ganja and 
bhang; but if it could be, alcohol, I believe, 
would be the substitute. The remaining alter, 
native, opium, operates as a sedative, and could 
hardly be a fit substitute for hemp drugs, which 
are excitant and irritant in their nature. 

36. See answer to question No. 25, 

87. Only that they are much more rapid and 
far more powerful; 

39. I should say that ganja and charas smoking 
with or without admixture are much more injurious 


than bhang-drinking. I know of no edible 
preparation made from the hemp plants. 

40. Taken on a full stomach, bhang and ganja 
are esteemed to be good for digestion and at 
appetisers to brace the nerves and sharpen the 
intellect. Bhang is used iu cases of rheumatism 
and fever. 1 do not know that they are used in 
cases of cattle disease, though bhang is given to 
cattle to increase their supply of milk. 

41. See above,. 

42. No decided answer can be given. Tne effects 
depend upon the temperament of the taker, 
the quantity in whieh and the times when the 
stimulant is taken. Generally it 1 may he said 
that, like smoking tobacco or drinking alcohol, if 
is comparatively harmless if taken with care, mode¬ 
ration, and due consideration of the consumer’s 
constitutional peculiarities. No hard-and-fust 
rule ean be laid down. 

43. Quite so. 

46. The exoessive ganja smoker may be 
detected by his emaciated body, his dull li^tre- 
less eye, bis listlessness and feebleness. He 
becomes after a few years enfeebled in body and 
mind, and even a worse wreck than the victim of 
alcohol. Appetite goes, and at last the madden¬ 
ing fumes become his sole resort for temporary 
relief and oblivion. 

47. No.. 

49. Not to my knowledge, though it is not 
doubtful that excessive ganja smoking will in 
time affeot the virile powers. 

51. None whatever. 

53. Men, no doubt, become highly excited and 
lose tbeir mental balance by excessive indulgence. 
It Was commonly reported that the man who at¬ 
tacked and was shot by Mr. W. Woodward, Col¬ 
lector of Nasik, some years ago, was freuzied by 
the use of hemp drugs. 

54. 1 know of no such cases; but it is said 
that persons about to run u amuok " do so to fortify 
themselves to get the steam up. 

55. I have never heard of bhang or ganja beings 
so used without the admixture of dhatura or some 
other potent drug. 

58. 1 consider the system is as simple and 
effectual as it can well be, and I know of no 
measures which can be suggested for its improve¬ 
ment. 

59. I think, perhaps that the maximum 
quantity allowed to be in any one’s possession (40 
tolas) is too high, and its reduction to one-fourth 
that amount would not be considered a hard¬ 
ship. 

68 and 64. None. 

68. No. 

69. The consumption is so insignificant in this 
district that local option has seldom to be taken 
into consideration. As Collector of the district, 
however, I should ascertain the wishes of, the 
people before establishing a new shop in any 
locality. 

70. I should say that smuggling was rare and 
that the tax is usually paid. 
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12. Evidence of Mb. A. Cumine, 

1. Personally I have not had any, being a new- 
comer to the district. The Commission having 
desired that I should direct my attention specially 
to the question of to what extent, if any, the wild 
tribes of Khandeab are concerned in this matter, 
my answers refer to them aloue. It will be seen 
that they are very little concerned indeed. My 
information has been obtained from mamlutdars, 
as I could not make personal euquirfls in the short 
time allowed me. 

2, Information for the district of Khandesh in 
general will be given by Rao Bahadur Sitaram 
JJamodhar. 

8. In the tracts inhabited by wild tribes the 
hemp plant does not, so far as I know, grow 
spontaneously at all. 

7. In the tracts, inhabited by the wild tribes 
there is no cultivation of the hemp plant ut all. 

18. No. 

14. None are prepared in the tracts in which 
the wild tribes live. 

The wild tribes to whom the following answers 
refer are— 

(1) The Bhils—not the Bhils of the plains, as 
they are hardly wild tribes now, but the 
Bhils along the base of the Saipuras in 
Shahada and Chopda talukas. (2) The 
Tadvis of Savda taluka. (3) The Maochis 
of the Nawapur Peta. (4) The Pawras of 
the Taloda taluka. (5) The Konkanag of 
the Pimpaluer taluka. 

19. Cbaras is not used at all. The Pawras do 
not use ganja at all. Snch of the others as use 
ganja use it only for smokiug. 

20. There cannot be said to be different classes 
amongst these people. 

Charas is not smoked at all. The proportion 
of ganja smokers is perhaps as follows: — 

Amongst Bhils, about 4 per cent,: amongst 
Tadvis, about 2 or 3 per cent.: amongst Maochis, 
^h per cent .: amongst Pawras, 0 per cent : 
amongst Koukanas, about 2 per ceut. 

21. 'ifae Bhils in Shahada are said to prefer the 
round ? in Chopda the flat. The Tadvis the round. 
The Muoehi8 apparently no preference. The Pawras 
do n»t use any. The Konkanag can get only the 
flat; their preference is not known. 

22. None. 

28. No. 

24. None. 

25. Bhang aud cbaras are not used at all. 
None of my informants says that the use of ganja 


Acting CollectorDhulia, Khandesh, 

is inoreasing. There is not enough ovidenoe to 
say that it is decreasing. 

26. None are excessive consumers. The Pawras 
are not consumers at all. Of the Chopda Bhils, 
all the consumers are probably habitual moderate. 
Of the Shahada Bhils, apparently about one- 
fonrth of the consumers are habitual moderate, 
and the rest occasional moderate. Of the Tadvis, 
all the consumers are probably habitual moderate. 
Of the Maochis, all the consumers are said to be 
occasional moderate. Of the Konkanas, all hal>i- 
tual moderate. 

27. There cannot be said to be different classes 
or different habits of life or circumstances amongst 
these wild tribes, 1 think. 

28. For habitual moderate consumers the 
average allowance per diem seems to be about half 
a tola amongst Bbils And Tadvis. Half au anna’s 
worth is 6aid to last a Konkuna a week. For 
Maochis no information cau be given. Pawras 
do not use any. 

29. The Maochis are said not to mix anything 
with their ganja. The Bhils, Tadvis, and Kon¬ 
kanas ordinarily mix tobacco with their ganja : 
they say it increases the effeot and improves the 
taste. The Chopda Bhils add that it prevents the 
gunja injuring the lungs. Nothing is exception¬ 
ally mixed with the ganja. Dhatura is not bo 
mixed. 1 do not know of any preparation sold to 
mix with ganja. 

80. Ganja is apparently smoked in solitude, 
but there does not seem to be any conoealment 
in it. Neither women nor children smoke it. 

82. There are no such customs. 

88. I don’t think it can be said that there is 
any public opinion on the point, There is no 
hemp plant in those parts, and no custom of 
worshipping it. 

85. As the tracts inhabited by these tribes 
maroh with Native States, I think it would be 
very difficult to enforce any prohibition of the 
use of ganja. The prohibition would, I think, 
occasion serious discontent among the consumers: 
all the unu-e so because they would feel that it is 
totally uncalled for.' But the consumers are far 
too few for their discontent to amount to a 

f iolitical danger. The consumers probably are, 
ike the other members of the wild tribes, bard 
drinkers already. 

36. There is not', I think, any reason for 
thinking alcohol is being substituted for ganja. 
The wild tribes have always been very fond of 
drink. 


13. Evidence of Mb. W. W. Deew, Acting Collector, Batnagiri. 


I. I have consulted all tho medical officers in 
charge of dispensaries and the subordinates of 
the Abkari Department, after instructing them 
to find out through the shopkeepers their prin¬ 
cipal customers, aud obtain all tho information 
possible from them. The information relates to 
the Katnagiri district only. 

8. There is no cultivation in this district. 

14. Ther^ is no manufacture in this district. 

19. tiaDja is taken in the form of a drink called 


“ ghota.” It is taken as a remedy against dysen- 
tery by people of all sorts in the form of pills mixed 
with sugar. 

20. My subordinates report a total of about 
8,000 out of 1,108,000, or 0’72 per cent. Besides 
bairagis and such like, the remaining consumers 
are drawn from all classes. 

21. I eau give no information on this point. 

22. Charas is not used in the district. 
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23. Bhang is not used in the district, 

25. The use of ganja is largely on the increase, 
judging from the increase in the amount imported 
under passes, which is the only licit means of ob¬ 
taining it. 

26. I can give no idea of these proportions. 

27. Bad company and bowel complaints aie said 
universally to be the two causes which lead per¬ 
sons to acquire the habit, 

28. (a) For moderate consumers I would fix 
the maximum limit at ^ tola a day, costing 3 pics. 
1 would put as the average, costing f pie. 

(5) Two tolas a day, price one anna, as the aver¬ 
age. 

29. Sugar, jagri, tobacco, milk, poppy-heads 
and spices, according to the means of the con¬ 
sumer. 

30. It is much more usual to take it iu com¬ 
pany than alone. Women and children never take 
it otherwise than as medicine, except prostitutes. 

81. It is extremely difficult to break off the 
habit, and it cannot be done suddenly. 

32. There are no social or religious customs re¬ 
quiring the use of tho drug. 

33. It is generally considered disreputable to U6e 
the drug otherwise than as medicine. 

84. The general opinion is that the practice 
cannot be suddenly stopped without danger to tho 
life or person of an habitual consumer. 

86. The consumers would attempt to import it 
ilicitly. Opium, or perhaps liquor, might be used 
by some in its place. 

36. No. 

87. Charas is not used here. 

38, Only one sort is used here. 


89. Opinions differ altogether on this. 

40. ‘It is prescribed for diarrhoea and dysentery 
and for diarrhoea in cattlo too. 

41. [a) Yes. 

(J) Yes. 

(c) No. 

(d) It is used occasionally as an aphrodisiac, 
but its habitual use tends to cause impoteney. 

42. Beneficial. 

43. Yes. 

44. To produce cheerfulness. It is refreshing. 
Does not produce intoxication. Allays hunger. 
It produces a craving for more in a short time 
after. 

45. (a) to (e) No. 

(f) Not where the consumer takes a proper 
amount of food. For poorly nourished people 
it may lead to weakness of intellect and insanity. 

46. Excessive use impairs the constitut io n 
causes loss of appetite, and tends to iusanity. 

47. No. 

48. I cannot say. 

49. It is used, by males only, as an aphrodisiac. 
It tends to produce impotence if used habitually. 

50. It is not used habitually sb an aphrodisiac. 

51 and 52. No, not as far as the public are oon~ 
cerned. 

I 53. I have heard of one such case. 

54. There is no evidence to this effect that I 
have been able to obtain. 

55. It is said that majum and dhatura are re¬ 
quired to produce stupefaction sufficient for such 
purposes. I have heard of uo crimes perpetrated 

i by these ineauB. 


14. Evidence o/Mr. R. A. Lamb, Acting Collector, Kolaba. 


1. Assistant Collector from 1879 to 1887; 
Acting Collector, 1892-98. 

2. Not known in this district. Ths definition 
of ganja is correct. Ouly one variety is sold here 
with no distinctive name; just ganja. It looks 
liko what Dr. Praia describes as round ganja. 
Broken fragments are sold with the vest; only 
minute fragments or duet (chur) are either 
destroyed or else sold at a very reduced price (10 
or 12 tolas per anna instead of 2 tolas per anua) 
to persons, especially Marwadie, for drinking 
purposes. 

3. The plant does not grow here spontaneously 
or otherwise. 

14. As regards this district, no. 

18. Ganja does deteriorate and quite loses its 
effect in time. It keeps good a year. Detsriora- 
tiou is due to natural causes. No special measures 
can be taken to prevent deterioration. 

19. All statements here apply to ganja only , 
•haras and bhang being unknown in this district. 

Ganja is used (a) for smoking, and to an extreme¬ 
ly limited extent for (6) eating (c), driuking. 
For eating it is made up with a variety of other 
substances, sugar, almonds, poppy-seeds, saffron, 
etc., in proportions according to taste in tho form 
of sweetmeats. For drinking it is broken up by 
rolling between the open palms with a little water, 
and then mixed with water or milk in proportion 


according to taste. These uses prevail in all parte 
of the district where ganja is in nse, but to a 
much less extent than smoking. 

20. Individuals of all classes, except the 
depressed classes (Kolis, Mahavs, &c.), aud wild 
tribes iTbakurs, Katkaris, etc.) use ganja. Regu¬ 
lar consumers, principally Pandharpeehai and. 
Muhammadans in this district, amount to about 
500 only, and in Janjira State about 375. These 
are scattered through the district. The popula¬ 
tions aro—Kolaba, 594,872 ; Janjira, 81,7b0. 

21. Only ganja (sembie, round ganja) is used 
for smoking. 

22. None. 

28. No. 

24. None. 

25. The figures available do not indicate any 
considerable general increase or decrease, nor does 
local information indicate any. The shopkeeper at 
Nag.-tna says consumption there is now about 
double wbat it was ten years ago; but it is 
small—smaller than in any other part of tbs 
district. 

26. In Kolaba and Janjira there are 800 to 
900 habitual moderate consumers. There rosy be 
from double to treble that number of occasional 
moderate consumers; but this is guess work. As 
to excessive consumers, I can hardly even give a 
guess. I should say (i) habitual excessives Were 
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a negligible quantity, and (d) occasional excessive** 
not 1 in 10,000 of the population. 

27. The well or fairly well-to-do supply the 
majority of (a). Many of them, especially Mar- 
wadis, like gauja as a drink in hot weather; many 
I have no doubt take it as an aphrodisiac, A 
habitual moderate consumer told me he was much 
given to going to pilgrimages, and acquired the 
habit among the devotees at Nasik. Musalman 
fakirs and Hindu, devotees (mendicant religious) 
constitute a large proportion of the consumers. 

28. (a) -jf tola per diem; one pie per diem, 

(5) No information. 

29. (a) Tqbacco for smoking. For eating and 

drinking, 6ee answer 19. (6) No information, 

Lhatura is not used. Ganja is mixed with other 
ingredients because it is too strong to take neat. 

Bhang massala is not .known here. 

80. Generally in solitude. There is (or was) 
a kind of private ganja-smoking club in Pen, 
Mainly confined to male sex and to adult life. 
Children do not usually consume it. 

81. (a) and (b) Yes, 

(c) Smoking, I should say but little; eating 
and drinking, none. 

32. (1) At the Muharram, the Shimga or Holi, 
and the Gawri (Ganesh Chaturthi), those who 
dance and sing and otherwise exert themselves in 
the procession, etc-, are wont to take a drink of 
the milk (or water) of the cocoanut sweetened 
with jaggery and strengthened with ganja. This 
is to make them excited and livoly. 

(2) On the Maha Shivratri, the god Shiva, being 
an ascetic, has a liquid preparation of things to 
which he'is addicted, including ganja, poured over 
his image. 

(8) Kunbis are wont to make offerings at the 
time of threshing to the local divinities of their 
fields. In a few (not more than 10 per cent.) of 
such offerings a small quantity of ganja is included. 

(1) is not essential; (2) and (3) are probably 
considered so by the worshippers. (1) is generally 
temperate, and not likely to lead to the formation 
of the habit, nor otherwise injurious; (2) and (3) 
are purely ceremonial. 

88. Generally with disapproval, quft smoking; 
drinking with indifference, I do not think there 
is any religious public opinion against ganja 
smoking. Fakirs and Hindu devotees (to whom 
apparently all things are permissible) are generally 
smokers. Social public opinion is against others 
smoking. The sentiment is attributable to the 
native aversion (possibly partly religious) to the 
use of intoxicants and excitants. The hemp plant 
is not worshipped. 

84. Yes; a habitual moderate consumer has 
smoked his whiff of ganja (he tells me) daily for 
30 years before dinner, and without it he would 
neither enjoy his dinner nor sleep at night, To 
occasional consumers the privation would be small. 
For numbers, see answer 26. 

36. (a) Hardly. 

( b ) Probably. 

(c) Not without much trouble and doubtful 
success. 


(dj and (e) No, 

(f) It is impossible to say, except by guess. I 
guess that to some extent it would. 

36. No. 

37. Note—The answers which are given under 
this chapter relate to ganja only. 

40. Native doctors do employ ganja in making 
up some of their prescriptions; hut 1 do not know 
to what extedt nor for what diseases. I do not 
know of ganja being used in cattle disease. 

41. Ganja-— 

(а) Is an appetiser; is not a digestive. 

(б) Gives power; see answer 82 (1). 

(c) Is not so used here. 

(a) Moderate habitual. 

(b) Moderate occasional. 

48. Yes, 

44. Slight exhilaration; refreshing; it is too 
much to say that it produces intoxication, except 
in a very slight, incipient degree; it excites rather 
than allays hunger; creates appetite; effect last* 
some four or five hours; after-effects nil j if the 
daily smoke be missed, distinct longing and un¬ 
easiness is felt, (Statement of a Sonar, aged 65, 
habitual smoker of J to ^ tola of ganja per diem 
for last 30 years.) 

45. No. (Statement as per answer 44.) 

46. §ee memo, appended, being copy of a letter 
from Assistant Surgeon, Alibagh. 

47. The Bmoker above mentioned has six chil¬ 
dren, all born since he became a smoker; eldest aged 
2f>. Eldest daughter has also six children; all are 
healthy; none are smokers. 

48. .No information. 

49. It is, 1 have no doubt, so used, but I have 
no definite information on the subject, which is 
not a very easy one to ask consumers questions 
about. Sellers tell me that now and again a pro¬ 
stitute buys ganja, but they do not know for what 
use. 

61. None ascertainable here, 

65. No. 

68. Works satisfactorily. 

69. I have no suggestions to make. 

62. Not at all necessary. 

63 and 64. None. 

65, (i) Reasonable. 

66 and 67. No. 

68. No. Such houses or shops are neither desired 
by the people nor desirable. 

69. Yes. A shop is allowed to be opened only 
where there is such a large population that obvi¬ 
ously there must be a certain proportion of people 
requiring ganja, or else where people ask for a 
shop, and on enquiry the Collector and District 
Magistrate thinks fit to grant the request. Thera 
is no objection to local public opinion being thus 
considered. 

' 70. No facts regarding importation or smug¬ 
gling of hemp drugs from Native States. Yes, 
duty is really paid. No general use of untaxed 
drugs. 
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15. Evidence of Mr. M. C. Gibb, First Assistant Collector , Ahmednaqar. 


51 and 52. Hemp ig not largely consumed in 
any form by bud characters, and when it is, their 
consuming hemp has nothing to do with their 
committing crime. The largest hemp consumers 
are probably religious mendicants; some of these 
men may be bad characters, but if they are, 
their being so has no connection with their con¬ 
suming hemp. 

53. I hare never known a case in whioh crime 
of any sort could be traced to indulgence in hemp. 
I havo consulted eleven of the other magistrates 
of this district: one of them says be lias known 
of a man's cutting off his wife's nose under the 
influence of hemp which ho bad been smoking; be 
adds that he thinks consumption of hemp is 
not sufficient to induce a man to commit a crime 
of violence without provocation. The other 
magistrates report that they have never known 
cases in which crimes were the result of indul¬ 
gence in hemp. One magistrate reports that 
hemp produces iuconsiderateuess, i.e. t carelessness 
of consequences. If this is the case (and it 
seems plausible) a man might commit crimes of 
violence) more readily when under the influence 
of hemp, although the hemp did not directly pro¬ 
voke to violence. This would, for instance, ac¬ 
count for a man's cutting off his wife’s nose 
when under the influenoe of hemp, but in con¬ 
sequence of infidelity or supposed infidelity on 
the part of the wife when possibly had the 
man not been taking hemp he would have been 
equally anxious to cut off his wife's nose, but 
would have too much been afraid «.f the conse¬ 
quences to himself to do so. The same effect 
might, of course, be produced by iii'lulgenco in 
liquor,' and it cannot be said that indulgence 
in hemp, because it is (if it is} capable of pro¬ 
ducing this efleot, incites to crimes of violence. 
As far, therefore, as my own experience goos, 
and as far as the opinion of eleven of the other 
magistrates of this district goes there is nothing 
to show that indulgence in hemp incites to crime. 

Of course I have heard of cases in which run¬ 
ning amuok has been said to be due to indulgence 
in hemp ; these cases, however, as far as I remem¬ 
ber have occurred in the north of India, and 
I know nothing personally about them. Here, 


again it would be a question, supposing that the 
running amuck would not have taken place but for' 
indulgence in hemp, “did such indulgence ac¬ 
tually cause a desire to he violent, or was the 
desire to be violent present before, and did indul¬ 
gence in hemp merely cause carelessness of con¬ 
sequences? " Cases of violenoe, the result of 
lunacy produced by indulgence in hemp, do not, 
I presume, come within the scope of the question. 

54. Of eleven magistrates whom I have con¬ 
sulted, one says “ licentious persons do take them 
(hemp drugs) to enhance * * * the pleasure 
they hope they derive from their vice, or per¬ 
haps more correctly to drive away any compunc¬ 
tions of conscience****. If such persons are 
thwarted*** hemp drugs consumed indirectly 
help them to commit some act of violence.’* 
'Ibis is the same magistrate who says hemp pro¬ 
duces inconsiderateness. Neither I nor any of 
the elevon magistrates 1 have consulted have 
ever known of a man taking hemp in order to- 
fortify himself to commit crime. 

55. I have no personal knowledge as to 
whether indulgence in hemp can produce completO 
stupefaction or not* The opinions of the eleven 
magistrates in this district whom I have con¬ 
sulted differ. Some say it can, some it cannot; 
some that it can. in an unaccustomed subject. 
One says “one of my friends once thought of 
drinking ghota (a form of bhang). He took it 
in excess, atid as a consequence he fell to the ground 
completely senseless for some hours.” This is 
conclusive as regards the possibility of a man. 
not accustomed to it being stupefied by drinking 
ghota; whether ganja smoking would completely 
stupefy is probably more doubtful. I have never 
come across a caso in which criminals have 
stupefied their viotims by means of any form of 
hemp. Some of the magistrates consulted, 
report that majnm (a sweatmeat prepared from 
the hemp) is given by criminals to stupefy their 
victims, some that majmn mixed with dlmtura 
is given ; I am inclined to think that majunv 
when used in this way has dhaturn mixed with, 
it, or at all events is not a preparation of hemp 
uumixed. 


16. Evidence of Mr. H. W. Bagnell, Assistant Magistrate , Poona. 


51. Bad characters may be said generally to be 
habitual moderate consumers of these drugs 
according to their means. The moderate use has 
no marked connection with crime, either of 
general or particular character, except perhaps 
with thieving. Consumers of these drugs are now 
and then driven to theft to satisfy their craving 
for them. 

il. Excessive use eventually makes the con¬ 
sumer go mad. But I do not consider that as a 
rule it excites to crime in general or to crime of 
a special character with the abovementioned rare 
exception. 

o3. Excessive indulgence is said to deter rather 
than to incite to unpremeditated crime, violent 
ot otherwise; the consumer in excess becomes 
stupid and inactive so as to lose all bis energy. 
I sm not aware of a single case in which it has 
led to temporary homicidal frenzy. 


54. Criminals do not use these drugs to. fortify 
themselves to commit a premeditated act o£ 
violence or crime. These drugs have a stupefy¬ 
ing effeet, rendering a man almost helpless. 

55. These drugs are said to be administered by 
criminals to their victims with the object of 
stupefying them, to facilitate theft or deception, 
of any kind. Opinions differ as to the ebaraoter- 
of stupefaction eaused. The majority consulted 
state that complete stupefaction can be oaused. 
without admixture ; others believe that to a per¬ 
son unaccustomed to the use of such drugs only 
can such stupefaction, be caused without the aid 
of other drugs. All agree that sufficient stupe¬ 
faction for the above-mentioned purposes can lie- 
effected without admixture, while one opinion, 
declares that for complete stupefaction some ad.- 
mixture is needed. 
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17. Evidence of Mb. 0. G. Dodqson, Assistant Magistrate and Collector, Khandesh. 


1. I have had few opportunities, hemp drug* 
being used to a slight extent only in Khandesh, 
I have lately, however, i.e., «inoe the receipt of 
these questions, been making enquiries from 
persons likely to be acquainted with the matter, 
vie., consumers, sellers, and Abkari Inspectors. 
I have also obtained information from the Civil 
8urgsop of Dhulia. My answers are ohiefly the 
result of information derived from others rather 
than the results of my own observation. 

2. There is no charas in Khandesh, Flat 
ganja and bhang are used here. 

These definitions may be accepted for flat ganja 
and bhang. Ganja and bhang are the names 
given to these products in Khandesh. 

8. A few, but very few, hemp plants grow spon¬ 
taneously in the Dangs, which are under the 
Khandesh Political Agency. I know of no dis¬ 
tricts in whioh they are abundant. 

5. I am unable to say. 

6. In the Dangs the growth is scattered, there 
being hardly any plants at all. 

7. Hemp plants are cultivated in the Jalgaon 
taluka of Khandesh, for the production of ganja 
and for use as bhang; they are not cultivated for 
the production of charas or for the sake of the 
fibre or seed. The cultivation is only carried on 
to a small extent. 

9. 1 have no knowledge on this subject, never 
having seen the plant. 

10. They do not form a special class. They are 
of the same classes as other agricultural culti¬ 
vators. 

12. No; this is not the case here. 

18. The cultivation of the hemp plant for 
ganja is not restricted to any particular part of 
Khandesh, although it so happens that cultiva¬ 
tion only takes plaoein one taluka, viz., Jalgaon. 

14. Ganja and bhang are prepared in the 
Jalgaon taluka, but to a small extent only. 

18. Ganja and bhang both deteriorate by keep¬ 
ing. Both will keep fairly good for about two or 
three years. There appears to be no means of 
preventing rapid deterioration after about three 
years. Deterioration, however, begins to set in 
after one year. 

19. Ganja is used only for smoking; it is 
smoked oat of a ohillum together with tobacco, 
the tobacoo being put on the top. 

20. Ganja smoking is not confined to any parti¬ 
cular class, although fakirs and gosains smoke 
more than any other class. Bhils smoke a little, 
but not much. There appears to be no difference 
between Hindus and Mnsalmans as regards the 
extent to which ganja is smoked. Ganja smok¬ 
ing is not confined to any particular part of the 
district. 

21. Flat ganja is the only form of ganja used 
in Khandesh. 

22. To the best of my belief no charas is used 
here. 

28. Yes, occasionally, hut very seldom. Per¬ 
sons addicted to the habit of smoking ganja will, 
if ganja is not procurable, smoke bhang. Bhang, 
when smoked, is smoked without tobacco being 
mixed in it. It i« smoked in the form of a cigar¬ 
ette, or native “ bidi." 
voL vii. 


24. Bhang «is seldom eaten; it is generally 
drunk. Fakirs, bairagis, and gosaius both eat and 
drink it more titan other classes do. Other Mussal- 
mans occasionally, bat rarely, eat it, fried with 
meat. The praotioe is not oonfiued to any parti¬ 
cular locality. 

25. As far as I have been able to ascertain, the 
use is much the same as hitherto. There appears 
to be no increase or decrease. 

27. The broad distinction between the nse of 
ganja and bhang is that the former is ohiefly oon- 
fined to the poorer and lower classes of society. 
Fakirs, bairagis, and gosains may be classed as 
habitual consumers; the majority of them are 
habitual excessive consumers. Want of regular 
employment, want of settled homes, want of 
regular food are the principal causes whioh lead 
to the use of the drugs. 

28. (a) From half to two tolas, i.e., six pies to 
two aanas per diem for ganja. 

(2) About six tolas, i.e., six annas or more per 
diem for ganja. 

I do not refer to bhang, as bhang ib used here 
to a much less extent than ganja, and I have little 
knowledge about it. 

29. With ganja, tobacco is ordinarily mixed 
with a view to softening the effect. With bhang, 
pepper and sugar are ordinarily mixed. With 
ganja, dhatura is exceptionally mixed with a view 
to increasing the intoxicating effect. Persons 
who have been acoustomed'to the uco of charas or 
opium are said to mix dhatura with their ganja. 
From bhang, three other preparations are made, 
tie., akhoti, majurn, and gota. Akhoti is made by 
mixing one part of butter with two parts of 
bhang, adding a quantity of water and boiling the 
whole for several days. The result- is a pink flat 
produot, not -unlike cocoanut rock to look at. 
Majum is made by mixing bhang and white 
sugar and boiling them in water. The result 
looks like chooolate. Gota is made by mixing 
bhang with almonds, black pepper, aniseed, milk, 
sugar and other spices. I know of no speoial 
preparation which » sold ready made for the pur¬ 
pose of being mixed with these drugs, but the 
use of gota is not unoommon; gota is prepared 
by the purchasers of the bhang. 

SO. Among the upper classes, such as Brahmins, 
these drugs, when consumed at all, are generally 
consumed in solitude. The largest class of con¬ 
sumers, however, i.e., fakirs, gosaius, etc., gen¬ 
erally consume them in company. Ganja is 
more likely to be oonsumed in solitude than 
bhang. The use is chiefly confined to the male 
sex and to men well on in years. Women, how¬ 
ever, at times take akf ti Old men take akhoti 
and majum. Childrei loin, if ever, smoke 
ganja; they frequently Vang in the form 

of gota. 

81. The habit appeared Uy formed and 

to be difficult to break off. -a tendency 

for the moderate habit to the exces¬ 

sive. The habit of taking^ J° 4s more easily 
formed than that of taking 

82. The practice of drinking bhang in the form 
of gota is fairly common in the hot season. The 
drink is said to be refreshing and to have a cooling 
effect. 

88. There is little opinion one way or another 
sane the public conceratB^the asn^tt^hese 
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drugs. On the whole public opinion may be said 
to be against the Use of ganja, on aoCotint Of its 
intoxicating effects. There is no custom of wor¬ 
shipping the hemp plant. 

34. It would be a very serious* privation to 
fakirs, gosaiue and similar classes, on account of 
their being accustomed to the constant use of tbe 
drugs. The number of persons to whom tbe pri¬ 
vation would be serious would probably not exceed 
at the most 1,000 in the whole of Khaudesh. 

35. It would be difficult to enforce such a ' 
prohibition. There would undoubtedly be illicit 
consumption. Illicit cultivation of the hemp 
would be easy to check, bat smuggling' would 
increase. There would undoubtedly be serious 
discontent among the consumers, but it would not, 
in Khaudesh, amount to a political danger. The 
prohibition would probably be followed by a' slight 
increase in the consumption of liquor and by a 
decided’ increase' in the nse of tobacco. 

38. l am only acquainted with flat ganja. 

39. Smoking ganja is said to be less injurious 
than eating majum, unless the latter is only 
taken in very smalT quantities, Majum when 
taken in large quantities has an instantaneous' and 
powerfully intoxicating effeot. 

40. Ganja is sometimes used by native doctors 
as a febrifuge and sedative in eases of fever and 
asthma. It is also occasionally used’ for poultices 
aunt also used for the purpose of relieving pain 
when performing operations.- It- is also Used by 
them to check diarrhoea. Bhang is used for cattle 
when they are ottfr of condition and off their feed ; 
it hair the effect of stimulating 1 their appetite: 

It ie also give* to horses for'tfaasanae 1 purpose.' 

4T. The answer to (a), (4), altld 1 (c) is yea, as 
regards the moderate use of bhang; Tile moder¬ 
ate habitual use is referred to. 

421 The moderate use of bhang may be said to 
be harmless, but the use must be very moderate. 

43. Yes, as far as I have been ,abie to ascer¬ 
tain.. 

44. The immediate effeot of the moderate use 

of bhang on the habitual consumer is- refreshing 
and invigorating. The effect' of ganja ier to- 
produce a feelings which ia said to be pleasant,-of 
laziness and absenoe of oare. Both bhang and 
ganja will produce intoxication, if the use of them 
is excessive. The moderate use of bhang allays 
hunger and creates appetite- The effeot of ganja 
lasts for 2 or 3hours; that of bhang, lasts' some¬ 
what longer, depending of course on the quantity 
consumed, excessive use of bhang may create an 
intoxicating effeot which will last for two or three 
days. Majhm and akhoti if taken in moderation 
do not have an effect until about two bouw after 
consumption; the effect then lasts for three or four 
hours. The want of subsequent gratification in the 
case of habitual consumers produces longing and 
uneasiness and produce leltng of bodily, weak¬ 
ness. Ganja is at> : /iked in case of illness, 

to relieve pain. . 

45„ The habi Sfflfrajte use of bhang does 
not produce ar / first five evil effects re¬ 
ferred to in ;.but the habitual moder¬ 

ate use of ganja proauoes them all. Such a use 
ofgtnja may produce insanity) which is likely to 
be permanent unless tbe use of tbe drug is given 
up, when there is a- chance of the patient reco¬ 
vering. TiHhe case of a temporary; maniac the 
symptoms maybe rerindnced by tbeuseof the drug 
after liberation from restraint. Insanes who have 
unrecorded ganja history do at times confess to ( 
lb* tan of’the drug; 1 


46. The excessive use of ganja, majum or 
akhoti will have the same effects as are referred 
to above, hut in an aggravated form. Persons 
who smoke,' as Borne few do, as much as 80 tolas 
cif gatijai pSt dieto rtfpiffly BbcSrdmb to its effects. 

47. The habitual moderate use is not heredi¬ 
tary and does not ia amy way affect the children 
of tbe consumer 

49. All thelee dregs, but especially ganja and 
majum, etref used as aphrodisiacs. They are als4 
used by prostitutes. The use of these drugs doed 
tend to produce Impotence, and in So far that it 
has this effect its is mote injurious thtttf when used 
merely as 1 a narcotic. 

51. Bad character* in go far fchit they are AfttQ 
persona with no fixed homes, or no regular means 
of employment, are frequently habitual moderate 
smokers of ganja. In my experienoe the use of 
i tbe drug has no other connection With crime. 

53, Excessive indulgence in any of these drugs 
or other preparations is apt to lead to unpremedt- 
; tated crime. A. man intoxicated by such indul¬ 
gence will lose his self-control and be likely to do 
any aot that ooours to hub Without considering 
Whether it be' good or bad; 1 know of no chee' in 
whioh it has led to temporary homicidal’ frenzy; 

66. The adihixthrt of tobacco with'ghnjk lessens 
the intoxiCStibg effect. The admiXtute of dha- 
tura increases it. Gota, which I have referred SO 
in my answer tb question 29, i8 much'milder tKttai 
mere bhang. Majuttt is decidedly stronger. 

58. I am acquainted with the present system 
of excise adtemtetratioii in' rtgkrU'to thebe drilgs 
and consider that on the whole it works well. 
There are however two points in Whioh I think 
thereis perhaps room for improvement (see answers 
to questions 59 and 60). 

69. At present a man is allowed to haverin' his 
possession 40 tolas of bhang or ganja. Possession 
of bhang or ganja in excess of this quahtity is an 
offence. I think 15 or 20 tolas ought to be thC 
limit. Even with this amount a man can render 
himself and 3 or 4 other people intbxieated to such 
ah extent as to Ibse all self-cbntrbl. Forty tolas 
is in my opinion tbo high. It is impossible t6 dtltf 
the limit down very low, beeadsto doing sd whdld 
necessitate iacreesfeg the number of licensed shops 
in order not to put habitual' osjnsumerr to' g r oat ’ 
inoonVehienee, atfd aftt iherease in 1 tbe number of 
shops wohld tend to cause am increase! in 1 tber 
number of persons consuming the drugs. 

69; 1 am’ told that tbe cultivators storing as 
tbey do tbeit produce in their owir houaer md- 
selling it to the contractor, frequently) sell this 
druge retail, whioh they are not allowed to do. It 
has been suggested to me that the drug should, 
when prepared, be at onoe taken charge of by. 
Government officers, so as to prevent this^illioit 
retail Sale. As l am, however* not personally ac¬ 
quainted with the system of cultivation and 
manufacture, I r am net in a position to express 
any very decided opinion on this point. If any 
action is to be taken in this direction an amend¬ 
ment in the law would appear to be required. 

62. Bhang is on tbe same footing as ganja in 
this respect. 

63. No. The present system works well and 
beyond the point-raised in my answer to question 
59 I can suggest no improvement;. 

64. No. The*present system werbs well. 

65. ’ Ganja'add bhang are not tated sepKrMf$f’ 
in Khandesh. The right of selling thsie , l#f*tae<4‘ 
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<j»fe#o» a lump sum. No fee is oharged fee pec- 
morion to cultivate. 

00. Only fiat ganja is used in Kbaudesh. 

07. The present system appears unobjectionable. 

08. There are no such bouses or shops and I do 
not think that there ought to be> 

69. Thn psppla we consulted I think rightly. 
Inquiries P&4® hy Government officers and the 
general feeling oq the sabiect is thus ascertained. 


70. I do not think that these drugs are 
smuggled to a large extent. Smuggling to a 
small extent for the personal consumption cl the 
smuggler no doubt takes place and is hard to stop. 
The farmer or contractor has to pay a lump sum 
he Gorenament for his contract. He recovers 
the money from the purchasers of the drugs, a 
tax on which must therefor* be considered to be 
really paid by the consumer*. 


18 . Evidence of the G. p. Pahs** Firti Jatiatant Colleeter, Batntgiru 


51, Ip diftMifdog this auction I have to divide 
had characters iuto the following classes 
(a\ Dacoita and robbers; 

(6) Habitual thieves, who commit petty 
thefts; 

(a) Gamblers; 

(<f) Pickpockets; and 

(<) Jdi«re wth *w ostensible roaona of living, 
of whom not a, few ve person* going 
about in the. character* of fakiia and 
bairagis. 

Of the above, persons in olass (a) are varely 
found to indulge to any degree in ganja or any 
other preparation of the hemp, as their calling 
requires them to be always active and rove about 
iu search of prey, carefully deluding the eye of 
thp Police apd th« public, Gftnja, and all other 
uumixed preparations of hemp never help persons 
addicted to them in doing deed 8 of daring and 
keeping active vigil*. The effect pf ganja smok¬ 
ing, which is the form in which. It is generally 
used, in the Deccan aud Konkan, is to confine the 
energies of those addicted to them to the parti- 
cular calling in wbioh they are engaged, but in a 
subdued state. Those who are most aocustomed 
to it are found to be emaciated and care-worn 
and scarcely capable, of any active duty. Preven¬ 
tion of cold and protection against infectious dis¬ 
eases *re the good qualities supposed to underlie 
the use of the drug, while affections of, the lungs 
and gradual loss ofHblood and energy are the evil 
results of its use. Those who use ganja, can be 
made out at a glance by the haggard and, care¬ 
worn, appearance and sunken eyes, Bhang used 
ip the form of “ gota,” t. «., a preparation in 
which bhang is first cleansed and well, mixed with 
water and pounded and afterwards mixed with 
milk, is used mostly by the richer classes, and is 
supposed to be a nutritive preparation, but not 
ssessing thq intoxicating quality like ganja, 
ore than 90 per cent. Ipce-makers of the Deccan, 
are habituated to the use of ganja, though they 
are a most peace-abiding, class. 'Their profession 
is such that it oalls fojr the-uas ofi some stimulant 
confining their energies to their calling, Under 
the influence of that drug, they work most elabo¬ 
rately and tarn out a quality or work whieh other* 
wise they should not be certainly able to do, 
In Sanskrit this. hemp is termed ** J>ny*ovalli Ml 
and. “ 8hambh«ai J ’ m that it is »upposed : to 
confine the attention of the individuals using it 
to the particular subject on which one begins to 
think before subjecting oneself to its influence, 
and the jogis and the really genuine class of 
bairagis never atop at a place where they are- 
apprised of the fact that ganja is Dot sold there, 
Above and beyond this, it does net energise a 
.nan; on the other band, it has a tendency to 
cpme in the-way-ofr tbs dajiw of : ths robbers and 
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dacoita in coarse of their daring and mischievous 
deeds. Mangs, Ramwanshis, Talwars, Kolia, Phils 
and other aborigines, who form the greater Dumber 
of dacoits, never use ganja or other drugs in which 
that article esters as an ingredient. In. my 
experience of the Deaoaa districts, I have never 
Qomc across a case of dacoity, robbery or any other 
heinous offence committed by persons under the 
influence of that drug. * 

As for class (6), criminal records of either Deccan 
or Konkan will not reveal any oases of thefts or 
of ordinary violence committed while under the 
iuflufiooe of ganja, though aa fax as my enquiries 
and private information go, a good many petty 
thafta. are committed by persons who are moderate 
consumers of ganja. I must qualify my remark, 
however, by Baying that rather than under the 
influence of the drug, such thefts are committed 
in furtherance of the vice by persons who canuot 
otherwise obtain the means of procuring that 
drug. 

(c) Under this class are found good, many 
persona addicted to ganja'smoking, in that it helps, 
them iu keeping vigils and drown the cares and 
anxiety caused by heavy losses, which is the general 
lot; of the class. It makes them persist in the 
play in, the fond hope of making up. their losses. 

(d) Pickpockets may b# ; classed with, persona 
described, in olass (£), and, the remarks passed with 
regard; to them, apply also, to. this class. 

(e) A greater portion of fakirs aud bairagis are 
so only in- name and are habitually given up to 
the consumption of ganja. They go about from 
house to bouse even in the smallest out-of-the-way 
villages and, carefully obtaining clue to ths pro¬ 
perty in the house which they visit, remove it at 
convenient itours of day or night; sometimes 
they go, in batches with families who conceal the 
illicit acquisition* of the males in> “ godkadis ” 
and other wearing apparel. These people often 
make preparations of tbeidrags.and'slily-use them, 
in. deceiving, their innocent and ignorant compa¬ 
nions (pilgrims) in travailing. I shall touch in. 
detail- this point in replying to. question, 6b. 

Excepting im the shape described above, ganja, 
bhang or obsras moderately used never tends to 
the- commission of any crime of a general or any 
special character. 

62,. Excessive use of these druga utterly renders 
* man useless for any human purposes, so that 
crime committed under such influence need not be 
even dreamt about. Among bad characters in¬ 
stances are found of snob persons as excessively 
use tljte drug in olass («) only, and they are entirely 
doomed. Most of theirtime is taken up in dozing, 
aud' coBgbrng away the effects. They are rarely 
of 1 any use in domestic or public concerns, and 
they are a; olass utterly despised. Emasculation 
and*emaciation are the very necessary results of' 
the excessive use of ganja iu all forms. 

0 2 
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58. Unpremeditated crimes, violent or otherwise, 
are in my opinion incapable of being committed 
by persons given np to excessive indulgence in 
these drugs, I have never known an instance of 
a murder committed by a person whose temper 
was excited by the nae of ganja or bhang. For 
the hemp does not deprive a man totally of his 
senses, and so much of sensibility ie left in him as 
to make him distinguish between a good and a 
bad act. During my service as Assistant Col- 
leotor in the districts of the Deccan and Gujarat, 
and latterly in KoDkan, I never came across a 
single instance of murder committed under its 
influence. If murders are at all committed by a 
person after smoking ganja, I cannot believe it 
may be considered to be in any way influenced by 
its use. 

54. No. I have given reasons in detail to show 
how the hemp does not fortify a man to do any 
active deed. It is merely a passive agent. for 
keeping up spirits and ood fining a man’s energies 
to any work in a limited groove to which one is 
accustomed. For when one is habituated to the 
use of ganja or bhang, the ordinary routine 
business of even the ordinarily employed is at a 
stop without it. Criminality is certainly beyond 
the pale of ordinary routine, however habitual an 
offence may become, and the tact and astuteness 


that are required to be exeroised by the criminal 
cannot be mustered by the use of these drugs. 

55. Ganja and bhang in their pure state are 
not generally employed by criminals in inducing 
their victims to partake of them to further th eir 
criminal designs. Ganja is sometimes used where 
the viofcims happen to be tobacco-smokers, a little 
strong powder being adulterated with tobacoo 
while being placed in the pipe. To those who do 
not smoke the criminals administer bhang in the 
shape of preparations called “ majum,” a sweet¬ 
meat preparation, pleasant enough to eat. But 
neither of these drugs is sufficient to deprive the 
victims completely of their Senses, but only to an 
extent sufficient to make them powerless to repipt. 
It is only in extreme cases that I have heard of. 
instances of some of the spurious bairagis using 
bhang admixtured in dhatura for inducing com¬ 
plete unconsciousness with the object latterly of 
committing serious crimes, as murder, etc. The 
victims happen to belong generally to illiterate 
classes or women and children. The higher classes 
are not generally induoed to partake of such pre¬ 
parations, and the instances are few or none in 
which any intelligent person suffered himself to 
become a viotira of such persons. Complete stupe¬ 
faction by the use of these drugs unadulterated 
with dhatura or opinm is impossible. 


19. Evidence of Me. A. H, Plunkett, City Magistrate, Poona. 


1. My service extends over a period of 41 years, 
during wbioh time I have served in Bombay, 
Sind, Dharwar, Thana, Nasik and Poona. The 
nature of my work has brought me in contact 
with men of many races and castes. My informa¬ 
tion regarding hemp drugs, the manufacture of 
narcotics therefrom, and their uses has been chiefly 
derived from persons from many classes selected 
and examined by me and from such general know¬ 
ledge ot the subject as I have acquired while in 
Sind, the Southern Mahratta country and the 
Deccan. I have taken care to verify the informa¬ 
tion I have collected by reference to official records 
and by careful examination of many men, such 
as bairagis, gosains, fakirs and others whose state- 
menta I have taken down in writing. 

2. The definitions given by Dr. Prain in his 
report of the two narcotic drugs (oharas and 
ganja) may be accepted. Bbang as defined by 
him is not available in the district, and what is 
described as “ chnr ” is called bbang. The differ¬ 
ent names of bhang mentioned by him are well 
understood in this part of the Deocan, but those 
that are commonly used are bhang and patti. 
The names subji and siddhi are rarely used. Of 
the three varieties of ganja ouly two are known-—the | 
“ flat ganja ” and the “ ebur ” of flat ganja. Round 
ganja is not known in this district. I have not 
lound what round ganja is like, or how it is pre¬ 
pared. Ganja is thus known as flat ganja and 
“ chur ” or broken ganja also called bhang. BhaDg 
retains its name, and is also known by the name 
“ patti.” Charas retains its name and has no other 
name. 

3. 4, 5 and 1 , 6. I am not aware that in any part 
of the Ileccan the hemp plant grows spontaneous¬ 
ly; at any rate in np tract in this part of the 
Deccan, as far as I can learn, is wild hemp growth 
known. Frota enquiries made I do not find that 
wild hemp is at all known, at any rate in this 
district. I have thus no data on which I oan 
base replies to questions 3 to 0. The mamlatdsr 


of Newasa in the Ahmednagar Collectorate, how¬ 
ever, reports that the plant seldom grows spon¬ 
taneously in his taluka, 

7. In parts of the Poona, Thana, Dharwar and 
Naaik districts the hemp plant is cultivated more 
or less. In parts of the AhmednBgar, Kbandesh 
and Sholapur districts it is stated the plant is 
grown largely, especially in Ahmednagar. The 
purposes for which it is cultivated are as under— 

For the production of ganja. 

For the production of bhang. 

For charas, cultivation of hemp ie not found 
to be resorted to, although while cutting the 
flowered tops and leaves a resinous exudation 
attaches to the hands, which is scraped off and col¬ 
lected in pills. This is called the charas. There 
is no cultivation for the purposes of extracting 
charas in any part of this country. As far as I 
can ascertain, charas is imported into Bombay 
from Upper India and Afghanistan. Hemp £» 
cultivated from seeds only. In one village 
(Kamargaon) of the Ahmednagar taluka, it is said 
the plant is cultivated for seed only. It is not, 
as far as oan be ascertained, a fibre-yielding plant. 

There is no separate cultivation of the plant 
for each of the products ganja and bhang. One 
single cultivation yields both gauja and bhangs 
and charas also to a very small extent. Sfcrietfy 
speaking, there is no cultivation, so to say, of the 
plant for the purpose of bhang. Bhang proper is 
not produced in this country. The plant wbioh 
yields, it is said, is not the female plant as cultivat¬ 
ed in this part of the country, but the male 
plant called bhangara, which is largely cultivated 
in Northern India and which yields the genuine 
bbang. The bhang which is sold is the patti ” 
and “ chur ” detached from ganja flowers and 
leaves. The female plant yields ganja, which cotw 
sists of dried flowering tops, and also bbang, wbioh 
consists of dried “ patti ” and other detached ptfr 
tions from the flowering tops and leaves. Bhang 



29 


proper is rarely imported into this part of India, as 
1 ttfplace is supplied by the dried leaves of the female 
plant. The hemp plant as cultivated yields at one 
and the same time both ganja and the so-called 
bhang. 

In this district hemp is cultivated in a few 
villages of the Sirur, Indapur, and Bhimthari 
talukas, in all nine villages. The area under 
cultivation is about .ten acres only. From 
1873-74 to 1882-83 statistics are not available ; in 
1888-84 the area under cultivation was 24 acres, 
10 and 19 acres in two succeeding years, 35 and 
80 acres in 1886-87 and 1887-88, and T6 to 17 
acres for the three succeeding years respectively. 
The area under cultivation was highest in 1888-87 
and lowest in 1889-90. On the whole, the culti¬ 
vation would appear to be on the decline. 

• 

8. In the Poona district the area under culti¬ 
vation has been decreasing from 1887-88. The 
reason assigned being that cultivators do not 
find it more profitable than ordinary agriculture. 
The area under cultivation is so small that the 
variations do not call for comment. The cultiva¬ 
tion of hemp appears not to be popular with the 
agriculturists in this district. The demands of 
the district being easily met by importations 
from the neighbouring district of Ahmednagar 
may also account for the decrease of local produc¬ 
tion. 

9. The method followed in cultivating the 
hemp plant may be described briefly as under. 

There is no difficulty felt in the selection of 
land. Any soil is suited, except “ muram ” and 
hard soil. Black soil is however the best; al¬ 
though in many cases the whitish-grey as well as 
red soil is used. All bagait lands are well suited 
for the cultivation of the liemp plant. The sites 
selected are generally moist, not shaded. The 
land is ploughed well three or four times. The 
first ploughing takes place in the months of April 
and May, when ordinarily agricultural lands are 
prepared* The soil is thus well prepared by two 
to three courses of ploughing. The rains are await¬ 
ed. In June when the land is once or twice 
flooded, it is again ploughed and harrowed. It is 
then manured with cow-dung and rubbish, also 
with ashes in some cases. After another fall of 
rain, the land is once more harrowed and the soil 
is then quite ready to receive the seed. About 
the close of June the seed is sown, which appears 
well within a week. The plants are then thinned 
if they come up too closely and are kept carefully 
weeded. If the rains are seasonable, no watering 
is required, otherwise one or two waterings are 
given. When the plant grows a little over a foot 
high, the lower twigs are cut off so as to favour 
a more healthy growth of the tops and flowers, 
Experts called “ parkin” are then employed to 
distinguish between the male and female plants 
in order to eradicate the former, as their presence 
in the field fecundates the female plants and causes 
them to run into seed, producing little or no 
ganja. Thie prooees over, weeding if necessary 
is repeated, 'l'he female plants mature towards 
the close of November when harvesting com¬ 
mences, the process of which is described under 
question 15. 

10. My enquiries do not show that persons 
who cultivate hemp for its narcotic properties form 
a special class. They are ordinary agricultural 
cultivators. 

11. No. Ganja plants are not raised from the 
•eed of the wild hemp. Wild hemp is not known 
in this district. Seed for ganja cultivation is 


obtained from Ahmednagar, where seed is par* 
chased. 

12. The ganja plant is raised from seeds ob¬ 
tained as above stated. The plant so raised in 
no way partakes of the nature of wild hemp. The 
seed plant is not grown for the purpose of ganja, 
but for seed only. In this district the seed plant 
is not grown, hut iu Ahmednagar it is, and I 
understand in this case the male plant is not ex¬ 
tirpated, as otherwise it would not he possible to 
impregnate the female plant for the purpose of 
seed. 

18. The cultivation of the hemp plant for ganja 
is not restricted in this district, although only 
in three of eight talukas the cultivation ooours. 
The Mawal taluka and the western parts of the 
Haveli, Junner and Khed talukas are unsuited 
for the cultivation of the plant owing to the 
heavy rainfall and the hard muram soil in those 
areas; lands situated in or adjoining the ghats 
where the rainfall is heavy do not appear to be 
suitable for hemp cultivation ; the plant is said 
to thrive in a whitish brown soil in Newasa, 
Ahmednagar Collectorate, as stated by the mam- 
latdar. I am unable to say if the cultivation of 
the plant is impossible in any part of the district, 
hnt it would appear that heavy rainfall, a damp 
climate, and hilly tracts are not favourable to the 
growth of the plant. 

14, My reply to question 7 shows that in this 
district the cultivation of the hemp plant is 
limited to about 17 acres. The products of the 
plant are comparatively small. The yield is 
about 153 maunds of ganja and as much of bhang. 
No reliable statistics are available on this head, and 
I have not been able as yet to obtain trustworthy 
information regarding the average annual out¬ 
turn of each of the two products of bhang and 
ganja during past years; but from enquiries made 
locally I learn an acre gives an average yield of 9 
maunds of each of the two products. The out¬ 
turn of ganja and of bhang may in this district 
therefore be taken at 9 maunds per acre, l'he 
drugs are locally manufactured in the villages of 
Indapur, Bhimthari, Sirur and in Haveli taluka 
in this district. Cbaras is not found to be 
manufactured in this district. 

15. The wild plant is not found in this 
district, nor is it obtained for the purpose of 
manufacturing drugs therefrom. The cultivated 
plant only is available. As stated in replies to 
previous questions, ganja and bhaDg in this 
province are produced from one and the same 
plant. The flowering tops supply ganja, and the 
leaves and residue of the flowers, bhang. 

When the seed is sown in June, it matures in 
the mouth of November, about the Dewali holi¬ 
days. The state of maturity is indicated by a 
brownish appearance of the crop and falling 
down of all the larger leaves. The cultivator 
then makes his arrangements for reaping the 
crop and preparing the drug, a piece of ground is 
prepared and cleared of stubble and grass and 
made quite even. The ordinary threshing ground 
(Khale) serves the purpose. The ground being 
prepared, the crop is taken up generally in the 
morning. The flower tops are cut with a scythe, 
the leaves are pulled off by band. The crop 
collected ie stacked in the threshing ground and is 
trodden over in the afternoon; as evening sets in 
the operation of treadiDg is suspended, leaving 
the stalks and flowers, etc., on the ground for 
exposure to the dew. On the following day the 
pr* cess of treading is resumed until the quantity 
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■o trodden on beoqjneq flat, when • wpopd Uvsr 
of flowering tops and leave* is brougnt iq ^nfl 
pressed and trampled on; a third and fourth layer 
is formed until tne maw rises a foot high. Thq 
treading is required in order to produce flat 
•heaver of gaDja, which is easily accomplished by 
tbi resinous secretion wniqli tne piant and its 

K ers contain.' 'the exudation r so produced 
sres fo the crushedleaves and flowers and pro¬ 
duces a mass. This process u repeated fqr three 
or four consecutive days, by which time the pro¬ 
duct gets dry. 'the small twigs are thrown aiyay, 
ganja is collected, the broken leaves and reaidoe 
of the ganja is also separately oolleoted, Seed if 
any is picked up and stored, ganja thus made is 
then packed in hales, the broken leaves and the 
small hits detached from ganja in the process of 
manufacture are separatety packed, and supply 
what is known at bhang in this part of India. 
This preparation should be regarded rs “ chur ” 
(broken ganja), bqt in this part of India it is sold 
as bhang. The cutting is usually, done by women 
and the trampling by men. The women work 
from 7 to 11 k.u., the men from 1 to d p.k., with 
several intermissions. 

Both ganja and “ chur” aije used for smoking. 
The latter however rarely. “ Chur” or “bhang “ 
is mostly used for drinking; ganja is also used 
for preparing some of the narcotic preparations 
usually used for eating. The methods followed 
in preparing each of the preparations for smoking 
apd eating and drinking are as described below:—• 

1, Ganja for stroking. 

The process of preparing this drug for smoking 
i« to take 1 or J flat tops and wash them witfc 
water several times so as to remove any dirt,' 
stalks and seeds and other foreign matter. Tbo 
moisture, is then pressed out, an equal quantity of 
tobacco is. added to the ganja thus washed, and 
the wbok mixture is pub into a " ohillnm >f < or 
“ huka ” bowl and is smoked. 

2. Ganja for eating is used in four preparations. 
viz. : — 

(l) Majum, (2) yakuti, (3) shrikhaqd, (4) 
gnlkhand, which are made as under— 

Take five sera of ganja and wash it three or four 
times so as to remove dirt, seeds and stalks. Put 
it into 20 sera of water with 2j gers of ghi and 
boil the mixture for 12 hours. Thus boiled with 
ghi, the latter receives the narcotic properties of 
the gaoja. The mixture thus boiled is strained 
through % thin clean cloth into a pan. The resi¬ 
due id thrown away. When the ghi cools it is 
collected in a separate receptacle and the water is 
thrown away. This ghi is thy principal consti¬ 
tuent of each of the confections mentioned above, 

(1) To preparo majum, make a syrup of one 
ger of sugar, adding one-sixteenth of a ser of the 
narootisod ghi prepared- as above; mix well while 
hot, pour t^e mixture into a broad-mouthed uten¬ 
sil; Vhen cool it hardens and is then cut into small 
tablets. This is called “majum" and is eaten. 
It is a favourite form of taking the drug. In 
Upper India I learn it is made from bhang; but 
in this part of the country I have ascertained it is 
made mostly from, ganja and very rarely from 
bhang. 

(2) Ta ${£pare " guJkhand." Take one ser of 
the ordinary gulkliand(a confeqtiqq of rpsep 
and sugaroandy) and add tq. it. one-sixteenth oi a 
of the narcotic gh 1 mix them wf II together, 
The DMDaraUpn is called, aulkhand. which is eaten. 


(fl) To prepare ihtikhand. Tyke one aer of 
jagri syrup, add Qp«-sUtft&qtn ri we WflQtized 

ghi ana cardamon*. 

(4) To prepare yakuti. Take one aar. *f augsr 
syrup and add one-sixteenth of the narootissd 
flavour with cardamoms, nutmeg and rqepe, 
and ma^e up into lozenges. Yakuti is 
No other preparations a,re made from ganpt 
this part of the country. 

Bkant-rr I have steady wid bbmg at 

such ja pot separately grown or pmdooed in tfei* 
part of India- In Upper India the Wvaa of the 
wild plant called “bhangaia” yield bfeaogi, th« 
cultivated female plant ganja. The description of 
ganja as the “agglutinated female flowering 
t 9 pg " may bp aapepted as true hotb hew wad; 
elsewhere, but the definitiop of bhang a* the 
“mature leaves of the wijd pliant," hqweyer 
correct in Upper India, does not apply here, as the 
wild plant is rare or is pot known here. Bhang 
as understood here does jpolude leaves, bat they 
are the leaves of the female cultivated plant* 
The term alj^o includes what is called “ chur" m 
Upper India, which is made up of little hits of 
flowers detachefl from ganjpi. Bhang is thus 
taken to inclnde, the leaves and tho bite that are 
detached from the ganja plant while under the 
process of treading On the threshing ground. 
This bhang is need mostly for the purpose of 
preparing a drink styled “gota," and is used by 
the, poorer closes for smoking. 

Tor smoking, the process is the same as that for 
ganja smoking. Gota is regarded as a delicious 
beverage, and is prepared aa under— 

Tajie bhang and wash it three or four time*. 
Grind well on a stone slab until it is reduced to 
fine poyder. Add water little by little Until a, 
green liquid is obtained. Then strain through a 
cloth. Take one to two drachma of this liquid 
and mix with milk and sugar, adding cardamoms, 
pepper, aryseeOp poppy seed, also almonds, and 
rose buds. This is held to be a very delicious and 
refreshing beverage and is, usually used in 
summer. 

16. Bhang is never prepared at home. It » 
prepared in the Held. Gota, which ia a drink 
made from, bhang, ia prepared at hornet Bui 
bliaug, is prepared almost always at the place, 
where the plant is grown in the field. 

17. The preparation of hemp drugs is not oonflped 
to any special classes. The ordinary agriculturist* 
who cultivate the plant, manufacture ganja and 
bhang, and the several preparation^, frpm these 
drugs are mafle by the vendors, who have.to 

out licenses from the Collector of the distriot to 
manufacture and sell the drugs. 

18. Ganja and bhang deteriorate, by. keeping* 
They retain their properties for about a year, when 
ther well kept' or. not. There is deterioration also, 
by exposure. It is said to be quite unfit for. use. 
after two years. The causes, of deterioration are. 
damp and moisture, exposure to beat generally. 
If well paqkefl and carefully prepared, ganja. andi 
bhang retain,their properties for two yean. Th* 
measures taken, against deterioration consist ofi 
careful keeping to prevent the drug from, expo-, 
sure to heat and, damp., 

19. Ganja is used foe smoking as well as for 
making up nsrootie preparations, sueb M thaso 
mentioned in my reply to question lib. lit# 
smoking, gapija ua «4 tbrpqgboqi th*. district 
and fqr qatybje nswotip qonfec^Qfls iff Pnon*,<nkjr 8 
and cantonments only. In. tbs country* «t|j>n&* 
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yakuti, eto., are rarely prepared and sold. Oharas 
ia net used in this district. 

*>. All classes of people resort to panjfa smok. 
fri^. But bairagis, sadhus, gosains, hakims and 
men of the mendicant class and ascetics use ganja 
tor Smoking throughout the district. Smoking 
is not confined to any locality. 

#1.- Generally ifat garija is used for smoking 
“ Chur," which in tins pitt of the country is earth- 
ed bhang, is afto used for smoKing by the poorer 
otawes. 

82. Claras is not used in tnis district. 

2S. Bhang a usea areo, as' Stated above, tor the 
purpose drf smoking. SirelF uSe is not confined t6 
any locality. It is used by the poorer pSoptS os 
being Cheaper than ganja. 

w. In answering this question I must state 
that, unlike Upper India, where real bhang is 
available, ganja is used, for making confeotions, 
such as majum, yakuti, etc., and the so-called 
bhang is used here for drinking. The proportion 
of the people using the eatables to those who 
dtttk bhang is abbtit the same. 

86. Statistics available do not show, that the 
use o i ganja and bhang is increasing. The figures 
supplied by the farmers of the drag, ,an3 those 
obtained from official records, do not show a ten¬ 
dency towards any noticeable increase in consump¬ 
tion. 

86. Statistics are not available, as under the 
present system of keeping accounts at shops for 
sale of intoxicating drugs, jio record is kept of the 
number of persons purchasing .ganja and its pre¬ 
parations. Taking, however, the average allowance 
of ganja which an' habitual moderate consumer 
requires daily, as also the quantity of ganja sold 
in the year, it appears that in the Poona district 
there are 8,630 habitual moderate consumers of 
gauja and about 180 habitual exoessive consumers 
df-it. It is not possible to give the jumper for 
either occasional qjoderate pi occasional eXces- 
fcve consumers pt ganja. . It is very rare that 
gSnja is smoked occasionally. The relative pro¬ 
portion Of consumers of the sweetened drugs and 
tlie consumers of the drink preparations is so 
small that it would'be difficult to fix the plumber 
of consumers of the various preparations of ganja 
and bhang. The average proportions are noted in 
my reply to question 84. 

87. I am unable to give the proportidnA of 
eUeBeir of persons using the drugs. All dftffees 
use them, but gosains, fakirs, bairagis and other 
people of the' mendicant classes use the driigs as 
habitual moderate or excessive consumers. Their 
habits of life and their pilgrimages lead to the 
habitual use of the drugs, especially that of ganja 
stroking and' gota-dnuking, in ordetr tfi eriable 
them to bear climatic changes and to endure 
fatigue. 

8fl. The average allowance and ooit pit diem of 
gibja to habitual moderate oonannrerr atad to habi¬ 
tual excessive consnmers is one and'two tolas' 
weight and fine' and two ahnas respectively per 
head. The average daily alloWahoe afad cost of 
hhaUg' per head' is (3 and 6 maSbas) 45 and 90 
gtilus, valued at 3 abd 6 pice respectively, 

89. 'tobacco is ordinarily mixed with ganja 
wben the latter is used : for smoking ; and sugar, 
milk, cardamoms and mace are used for making 
up the beverage called ghota from bhang. The 
narcotic preparations from ganja have been de¬ 
scribed above. The object of this admixture is to 


give a flavour to the preparations, and also to lessen 
to some extent tlie narcotic, properties of th<| pre¬ 
parations. Dhatura is not so ‘used in this part ,qf 
the country as far as my information goes. The 
bhang “ massala" consists of a conserve of black 
pepper, aniseed, almonds, Cardamoms, mace, rose 
buds,/ sugar, etc. This massaia is us4d for making 
up yakuti taid shrikhand. 

80. The extent oatonOt be precisely stated, but 
I leafn that ganja afid bhang are consumed more 
in company than in solitude except in the case of 
gOsains afid ascetics practising religious austerities, 
who habitually smoke gSnja. The consumption is 
mostly c6h fined to the male sex. The habit i i 
shid to be usually contracted in adult age. 
Women and children are not found to use the 
drugs. Prostitutes ate said, hoWever, to use them 
occasionally. 

81. The habit of consigning these drugs is Easily 
formed, and once formed, it is difficult to break 
off. There is, 1 learn, no fondenoy in the case of 
any of these drugs for tlid moderate habit to de¬ 
velop ihto the excesiiVe. There are, however, 
cases of moderate oonsutiiirA having developed 
into’ excessive consumers.' Theta is, however, 
nothing inherent in the drug to lead to such 
results. An ordinary Stacker is Satisfied with two 
smokes of ganja a day, while the excessive has 
several, 

88. Oh fast days it is'usual to use the drugs 
more than otherwise. During the Maha ShiVara- 
tr» .festivities which occur in the month of (Magh) 
February, bhang is much more used. The. beve¬ 
rage called gota is drunk by all classes of men. 
The use of this drug in connection with this 
period of festivity is not regarded as essential; 
but as Maha Shivaratrais kept as the greatest fast 
day in the year, men resort, to the beverage to 
counterant the effects of fasting, and to stimulate 
personal activity and merry-making. The beve¬ 
rage is, however, used moderately, and is not un¬ 
wholesome or injurious. It does not lead to the 
formation ot the habjt. as large numoers of people 
use the beverage only onee in the year, and do not 
think of using it again until the followibg year. 

S3. The consumption of eaoh of these drags is 
regarded differently. Whilejgania smokjing is 
looked upon as a disreputable habit, bhang drinking 
is not so regarded. The reason appears to ,be that 
the former habit is generally confined to the lower 
classes, idlers and labourers, while the latter is 
tolerated, or countenanced by the better dataes m 
which the well-to-do indulge not infrequently in 
drinking gota. As far.as I can learn, the hemp 
plant is not worshipped ip this part of the country, 
The use of majum, yakuti, is not held in much 
disrepute. 

84. It would be a serious privation to habitual 
consumers to forego the consumption of ganja 
and bhang. When the habit is formed, it is 
difficult to break off. ike oonsumer will always 
long for the narcotio and be will not readily bear 
the privation. The smoker must have bis ganja 
and the drinking man his bhang. I have not 
been able to get any reliable information regarding 
tlie nfimber of men Who use the different pre¬ 
parations of the hemp plahtbut from the sales 
of such of the prepfllatibns as are recorded by the 
various vfehdort in the city abd the oantoumpnt 
of Poona, it would appear tUftt ifa evfery hutidtad 
obnsutoers of thb hemp plant n&fcotics, there are 
about 90'4 ganja smokers, 8*4 majum eateta, 1*9 
yakuti eaters and as many shrikband and' gulkaod 
eaters, and about 1*5 bhang drinking' men. The 
total number of persons using ganja and its 
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perparations may be taken at about 2 (two) per cent, 
of the population of town* and cities in this 
district, ft is not much used by the rural popu¬ 
lation. 

35. It would not bo feasible to prohibit the 
use of all the drugs. Ganja and bhang are used 
by people who do not use alcoholic stimulants. 
The depriyation by auy prohibition of the produc¬ 
tion or sale of the drugs would be acutely felt by a 
opulation not accustomed to use opium or alcohol, 
t would be very difficult to check the use of the 
drug, which is not so baneful as alcohol. Any 
serious restriction on the production or sale would 
lead to illicit consumption, and much discontent 
among consumers would arise from a prohibition. 
I am not prepared to say that the discontent 
would amount to a political danger; but the ex¬ 
periment is not called for with the present limited 
use of the drug by only a small proportion of the 
population, and by certain classes of people who do 
not use alcohol. I am not prepared to say if ganja 
and bhang consumers would resort to the use of 
alcoholic stimulants or other narcotic drugs if 
deprived of gauja and bhang, as consumers of 
these drugs do not use alcohol or opium as a rule. 
The cultivation of the plant could, however, he 
restricted under a system of licenses. 

86. I have no reason to think that alcohol is 
being substituted for any of these drugs. Alcohol 
is in disrepute, as far as is known, with the classes 
who use gaDja. 

37. Charas smoking does not prevail in this 
district to an extent sufficient to furnish a basis 
for comparing its effects with those of ganja 
smoking. I however learn that charas is muoh 
stronger than ganja in its effects. 

38. Round ganja is not available in this part of 
the country. Flat ganja only is used for smok¬ 
ing, and sometimes the “ chur.” “ Chur ” is a mix¬ 
ture of leaves and bits of flowers detached from 
ganja, and as such is weaker than ganja. The 
effects aro in degree, not in kind. Ganja pro¬ 
duces greater intoxication than bhang. 

39. I do not regard smoking of any of the 
hemp plant drugs as less injurious than drinking 
or eating the same. Ganja smoking is more in¬ 
toxicating than eating the confections made from 
it. The reason is that in smoking a much larger 
quantity of ganja is used proportionately than in 
manufacturing the sweetmeats or confections of 
ganja. The latter, moreover, are mixed with glii 
and other ingredients which reduce the strength 
of the narcotic. For the same reason and because 
bhang is much milder than ganja, the beverage 
prepared from it is also much less powerful than 
ganja smoking. 

40. Ganja is said to be prescribed on account of 
its medicinal qualities by native, as also by 
European, medical practitioners. The drugs are 
also used iu the treatment of cattle diseases (vide 
replies from Rao Bahadur, Assistant Surgeon (re¬ 
tired), Vishram Ramjee Gholley, Assistant Sur¬ 
geon Bhibaji Amrit Chobhe, and Dr. GaneBh 
Krishna Garde, appended). 

41. The moderate use of ganja and bhang is 
considered by Rao Bahadur Dr. Vishram Ramjee 
Gholley, Dr. Ganesh Krishna Garde and Dr. 
Bhikaji Amrit Chobhe as beneficial in their effects. 
But they do not regard the habitual use as bene¬ 
ficial. It is thus the occasional moderate use that 
they speak of. 

(a) Gaqja stimulates appetite for food and 
aidi digestion to some extent. 


(i) It gives staying-power under severe ex¬ 
ertion and alleviates fatigue. 

(<•) It is not regarded as a febrifuge or pre¬ 
ventive of disease in malarious and unhealthy 
tracts. 

I am not in a position to make a reply to clause 
(<*)• 

The poorer classes of Hindus and Muham¬ 
madans who are not within ready reach of medi¬ 
cinal preparations, use these drugs occasionally for 
exoiting appetite or assisting digestion. Habitual 
consumers do not use them for suoh purposes. 
Bairagis, sadhus and fakirs, who travel long dis¬ 
tances on pilgrimages, use the drugs habitually in 
order to obtain staying-power under exposure and 
to alleviate fatigue. Workmen and labourers 
also use the drugs to enable them to bear hard 
work better (vide opinions of Rao Bahadur Assist¬ 
ant Surgeon Vishram Ramjee Gholley, Assistant 
Surgeon Bhikaji Amrit Chobhe and Dr. Ganesh 
Krishna Garde, all Graduates in Medicine, 
appended). 

42. I am not prepared to make a reply. 

43. Moderate consumers of the drugs are found 
to be perfectly inoffensive to their neighbours. 
During a long official career, of which nearly 
thirty years have been passed as a Magistrate, I 
have not mot with a single case of intoxication in 
the streets from ganja or bhang, or a prosecution 
for disorderly behaviour iu public from intoxica¬ 
tion from these drugs. 

44. The immediate'effect of the moderate use 
of any of the drugs on the habitual consumer is 
to produce slight exhilaration and pleasant sensa¬ 
tions. It is refreshing. It does not allay hunger, 
but creates it. The effects last for about au hour. 
There are no after-effeots of the moderate use of 
the drugs. The want of subsequent gratification 
produces longing for it. 

45. The habitual moderate use of any of the 
drugs produces noxious effects, physioal especially. 
Gunja smoking especially has bad effects. It 
weakens the constitution and emaciates the body. 
Its continued use impairs the digestion, though 
the first use of it excites appetite. It produce's 
an obstinate cough, which results in brouohitis or 
asthma iu old age. The moderate use does not 
cause dysentery. Its excessive use causes bodily 
infirmity. Indolent habits are induced by the 
habitual use of the drug, however moderate. I 
do not think the mental faculties are generally 
affected by moderate use, although in some in¬ 
stances men are overoome by the smoking of the 
drug and temporarily get out of their mind. 
Insanity, it is said, does not follow the moderate 
habitual use of the drug. Bhang drinking is said 
not to be baneful and uot to be attended with any 
of the effects stated above. 

46. The habitual exoessive use of any 6f the 
drugs produces noxious effects and in an aggrava¬ 
ted form. The constitution is completely im. 
paired, resulting in emaciation of the body. The 
excessive ganja smoker is a deplorable object, 
troubled with nausea and headaohe, and preseatiug 
the appearance of extreme general debility. He 
has au ancemic appearance, always sickly and fretful. 
Tbe digestion is affeoted; there is loss of appetite; 
dysentery, bronchitis or asthma results. The 
moral sense is impaired and habits of indolence 
supervene. The sexual passions are excited 
oftentimes, leading to excessive debauchery. The 
excessive use deadens the intellect and frequently 
produces insanity, first melancholia followed by 
dementia, which is the common form of insamtv 



induced by the excessive use of ganja. This form 
of j^saniiy is temporary, and disappears after the 
babit is broken off. I have bad no personal 
experience to enable me to say if insabes have 
ever confessed to the use of the hemp drugs, 

47. Tho habitual moderate use of any of these 
drugs does not appear to be a hereditary habit, 
or to affect in any way the ohildrea of the moder¬ 
ate consumer. 

48. 1 am not in a position to state if habitAl 
excessive use of any of the drugs appears to be 
a hereditary babit, although the children of the 
excessive consumer are sickly. 

49. The moderate use of the drugs is practised 
in some oases as an aphrodisiac; prostitutes are 
saidtoiiee them. The use for this purpose is 
more ■ injurious tban the use as an ordinary 
narootio. The reason is that the system arti¬ 
ficially stimulated for sexual gratification suffers, 
ixoessive indulgence in the use of ganja is also 
said to cause impotence. 

60. Excessive use is not practised as an aphro¬ 
disiac, aa impotency is produced and the con¬ 
stitution is much impaired. 

61. Bad characters do resort to stimulants, buj; 
I am not prepared to say that most of them nse 
hemp drags in preference to other stimulants. 
Alcoholic drinks seem to be much more frequent- 
ly indulged in thhn the hemp drags. 1 do not 
consider that the moderate use of any of the 
drugs incites to crime of any character. 

52. Neither does the excessive use incite to 
dime as far ns is known to me. 

68, Excessive indulgence in any oE the drags 
does not lead to unpremeditated crime, as the ex¬ 
cessive consumer is generally incapable, stupid, 
and inactive. I am pot, however, able to say 
whether or not homicidal frenzy is caused. 

54 aud 55. I am not in a position to make a 
reply to this question. 

68 The effects of hemp used in moderation and 
in excess Is modified by admixture of condiments 
and u masalas.” The drug is made muchmildqr 
by such admixture. But if dhatura aud poppy 
seed are mixed, the drug gets much stronger. 

Dhatura” is rarely used in this part of the 
country as an admixture in preparations of the 
hemp drugs. 

57. Charas is not used here, aud by what I have 
written under answers 19, 2p, 21 and 22 it will 
appear that ganja is used both for smoking and 
eating. It is not used for drinking; the effects 
of drinking and eating have been disoussed above. 

58. The system of excise administration in the 
Bombay Presidency has been fully described by 
the Honourable Mr. Mackenzie, Commissioner of 
Customs and Abkari, etc., in his letter No. 4752, 
dated 11th September 1898, to the Chjef. Seqrs- 
tary to Government. Reference is solicited to 
that report. The system is very simple and. 
uniform. I think it serves the requirements of 
the Excise Administration and works well, 

59. No experiments suggest themselves to vm. 

60. The taxation is fair, and the manufacture 
of uarcotics from the hemp plant are well con¬ 
trolled. I do not think any improvement is oalled 
for. Though the cultivation of- the hemp plant 
is unrestricted, 1 have not heard of illicit sales- or 
manufacture of the drugs. The cultivation of 
the plant in this district is so very limited, that 
any restrictions other than those existing under 

toI. vii. 


the -present system are not oalled for. The cul¬ 
tivation is rioted and watched by the village 
officers and recorded in the village register. 
Moreover, the oultivator is not allowed to manu¬ 
facture or sell the drugs without a permit. No 
further restrictions are therefore needed. 

61. Charas is not produce! in this part of the 
country. 

62. There is no cultivation of the hemp plant 
for the production of bhang exclusively, as the 
ganja plant supplies what is known as bhang in 
this distriot. 

68. The present system of both wholesale and 
retail vend of ganja and bhang works well and 
requires no modification. 

64. None whatever. 

66. In my opinion the taxation of ganja and 
bhang is reasonable with reference to each, and to 
alcoholic or other intoxicants. Ganja and bhang 
are taxed equally in this distriot, and I do not 
see any reason to disturb the arrangement. 

66. I do not suggest different rates for taxing 
ganja and chur (otherwise called bhang). 

87. The incidence per head is low. I do not 
see that any case in made out for altering of the 
present rate of taxation, which is quite unobjec¬ 
tionable. It Is, however, clear that vendors make 
a large profit out of proportion to the taxes paid 
and expenses incurred. Appendix A will, I trust, 
be fouud useful and interesting as showing the 
net profits whioh a retail vendor makes out of 
his bargain. 

08. There are no shops in this distriot where the 
drugs are consumed on the premises. The sweet¬ 
ened drugs, such as yakuti, majum,.etc., and the 
Sriuks, such as bhang; though manufactured at 
shops licensed for the purpose, aro not consumed 
oh the premises. The consumers take home their 
purchases. It would not bo advisable to permit 
consumption of the drugs on the shop premises, 
as it would probably lead to disorderly behaviour 
at the shops and in public. 

09. The requirements of the people are consi¬ 
dered before a shop is opened in any locality. The 
ganja farmer generally applies to the Collector of 
the district for permission to open a shop or shops 
in a Ideality. The Collector calls on the 
maralatdar of the talukaiu which the locality lies 
to report if such a shop is needed, and after such 
local enquiry as he deems necessary, the mamlatdnr 
reports his opinion, which is generally accepted 
and abted on by the Collector, 

70. I do not think the Bhor State, which is the 
only Native State comprised in this district, ever 
imports any quantity of the intoxicating drugs. 
I am not aware of any case of smuggling having 
occurred. Bhor does not grow hemp. There is 
in consequence no likolihood that it would get 
unfaxed gftnja and import it into this district. 
Duty is paid on all drugs consumed here. 1 am 
not aware of any illicit dealings in the manufac¬ 
ture or trausport of the drug. 

Appendix A. 

In the course of enquiries made by me regard¬ 
ing matters connected with the sale of the hemp • 
plant drugs, it has struck me that the profits 
which the farmers of the right of vending the 
drugs make are very large. 

I shall endeavour briefly to state thb accounts 


n 



of the ganja funtm, to thfcfr'MrpWili ffliy 
reldily flfekrffcmai. 


/ -fti writingt*** *&« t tM M C tt to l hrre flbtely fd* 
towed the hvtnl»Wrle» < ^* l wwM»'iirtnofc 


. Btmp Dnrfi -Farmer’* i/lctovnttfor i8f>t‘99. 


Cimrt. 

Price realised frym the ,«&]« of 800 R». 

Ciatndi of the nAtfip 1 * * * * otWjto at K4. 

120 per maund (the rata Being B». 

1-8-0 per ib. both for ganja and 
bhang) • • • • « 8o,0Q0 


Din ii. 

Gama anJ bhang (about,8b6 maund*) 
pdrtftk'&d throughout the year at 
the ‘rite ol R»; 10 ^th*ufed to- 
eluding oartage, wastage, eto. 

4 permit fee* for tran«Dort . • 

Ahhnal expenditure fiicUrted id Meet¬ 
ing m shops throughout the dlMrwt 
' at the rate' of A*. 1 pet shop psir 
mensem . • • • > 

Sundries . • • • 

The anJistrt bf foottef paMfOrwii 
ltesnss to manufacture and Mil toe 
hemp drug* . < • • 


Total 



Net profit 
Total . 


fes. 


ftOOO 

160 


8,600 

260 


17,000 

26,000 

12,000 

80,000 




20. Evidence oj Khan Bahadur £. &. Dastur, P«r*i, Presidency Magistrate, 

Bombay. 


1. I must confess that I have hid very few 
opportunities of obtaining infiorfnation With Tigard 
to hetfip drugs/ os in the districts I have-hitherto 
served* garija and other products Of tb* hemp 
plant are hot mtich coneumed, and I shall there¬ 
fore confine my answers to questions 51 to 65 
in ye^tion to matters, wljich have oome to my 
hnowledgein my magisterial cspaeity. 

51. No, ‘ndt Within thy experience, nor am 1 
awAre of ahy Connection exiting Between the 
‘tCoderAte uie of these drugs and critiafe in geheral 
or df thy bpCCial ohafAotfer. 

52. But the excessive use bf ganja and charts 
may lead tb crime, for those Addicted to these 
drugs remain constantly under a stupor and ave 
unable to follow any honest calling and must 
necessarily resort to crime. 

58. 1 am informed that eresssive indulgence 
in charts makes a man violent in bis temper and 
leads him to commit offerees attended with 
violence. The Pathans in Bombay • are wall known 
as a tufbulsnt Class, and they are mostly habitual 
obnsumers of chans. I had lately a case before 
me in which a Marwari goldsmith under the 


influence'of charts attached a bailiff with a pair of 
tongs ahd behaved very eatitediy in fou*t, 1 ato 
not aware of Any cate in which tbfe habit has led 
to temporary homicidal frenzy. 

54. No; but if a orimftial addicted to 'these 
drugs intends to commit a crime, he feels himself 
powerless to act in t^e matter until he fortifies 
himself with the usual dose. The consumption of 
ganja generally makes a man timid; ana he doss 
not therefore commit premeditated acts of violence, 
but it is different with chares, which would 
certainly be used by a habitual consumer who 
fntehds to commit Any abt of violence. 

56. Yes. I have bad cases in Ahmedabad ia 
which a gang WAS engaged in a conspiracy to rob 
hfirftitpboting trAVfelldft had other innooent persons. 
They ^inVktucty pYep&rb&a chillqm pontainiqg 
ganja with dhitilta sefids intermixed, and induced 
their Vidtitok to stooge th§ pipe and thus render 
themteWCs 'udfiBfisdibus. Immediately afterwards 
thfe Yictirtt toii Vbhbed And the gabg dAcAjinpea 
with bis goods. So far as 1 can forth a Vudg- 
dtettt ih thd ’ritoftet, ’I ■thfhk'hbdiptete'tifupBfao- 
iinb could dot m -i&toiM by m m# wmttt 
Iffy fdXihrfttto. 


21. Evidence of Bao Bahadur Lallubhai Oobdhandas* Vatria, &xttitr frqruty 

OoUeiton Haiti. 


1, My emblbytoent as pertohhl ksihlheirttb tli6 
Comriissionet of AbkAri from'1880 tb 188f has 
etaaBled me to bebotoe acquAlntkd With the de¬ 
tails bf Administration, taxatroh, and fiitbttbl. 
My information and toy WtoChiiibhs, to firArt 
have formed them, concerning the use and effects 
of the drags, are derived from general observa¬ 
tion. 1 do not profess to have bad any special 
opportunities of obtaining information regarding 
the use and effects of the hemp drugs. 

2. I may observe, at the outset, that the hemp 

drug* have not claimed much attention from the 

Government of Bombay, or from the people ia 

the Bombay presidency, for the simple reason that 

their use is neither extensive, nor spreading, and 


?t 'it. It has 'ffet bfebn rtgaVdfid 
detmbewtaf to hfeklth ‘dr mttaHty. 'That thate 
pb6r flrtrgs'shbhtd c'dme'to bhgagt the Sertbhslnd 
roletoh CohiidAtatlttn bf a high Cbtohmsfah .'#ls 
not thotight 7 6f by°the staunchest adtoeiffits Bf 
tempers no* in this presrdsnoy. 

One kind of‘gamins tis^din this dMi^ct, 'Ms., 
-flat gAbja. Tbe fldwetltop* Ate <ited‘ fbtf ‘SWtbkirfg 
And are Called gftnyt. 'f be dry twigs And-’A&dX 
whieh become detached abd form ‘a win mite 
are-sold as hbafig. •'Gha’fas is not knbWn'ln 7 Wiete 
parte. 

18. Nc rtetrattidn is ittpeedd by GoninHMnt.aa 

the cultivation of the hemp plant. 



• WsCharas is not prepared in this distwofc. 
ffoltjais manufactured to a small extentin (the 
district, but the bails of the drag sold'is imported, 
The flower tops are sold as gaBja, ■ and the bnohea 
mass is sold osbhang. 

15, I beljeve tfcat th<j pnly jjrejiafa.tjon which 
ganja requires before being* smoked is ttf is 
washed with water and thpp mixed with a little 
tobacco. " J ‘ ' 1 ’ • 

of Bhang for d4pkpg is e%yj 
to .bp-ps follows ft is Wf^jpad in at) earthep 
plptftjplaoed mt * # } W Sxp. MM Hbegin? to 

mb# : I*.v Utm m 

pit hour. It is then p!pc<$ ip 0 W^ce of cloth, 
which is dipped W W.atpr and fpbhpd wjtb tbo 

pot. This pro- 
, out &PPW 

?TT^nr7“Tfr*n? t.t'TfyrT-' Wg isthoppoupd? 

fd wkjj o few grafts of poppe,r. Those Ibatf#p 
afford it pi.ix wHb jtother pigredpeptp (sjje anwe,r 
to query 89). The pounded mass is diluted }p 
water, and the^ijpid js drained tb.rpogh.a piece 
of cloth jthw d* fpOf times, the refuse being 
thrown away, apd fhe.li,qu>4 topreparedjs dWftl 
as hbwtg. 

Bhang is also boiled in ghi, which js »hfo4 
with PC 4 # ingredients to foakepak, or majcm, 
or yakuti, J5pch seller bps flip special ^ 9 ‘ipe for 
these preparations- .Bhang is »}ao »iW,4 with 
gulkand (conserve of roep?). 

1,6. Bhang ip u,soally orppar,ed by 1 people in 
their own houses j hot in &mba;r %re *rq bhaqg 

ehops wberpio the jwwMtosp .*w4yM 
Bqj'w, p diipfod, and the . liquid, tewg 
».tr<«ped ( .ie offered for . ; 

, .1 17, X believe. »o pwitfoalar dosses of people a*e 
«wj>h>yvd ■»« thin bweinass.. 

18. Ganja and bhang are said to deteriorate by 
keeping and to Ipsa their effect in time. The 
.time will yary aepordigg to the flfofo of the jyafttjj#ir 
Aftd.thp d#a?ee of earo with which .they »aj fce 

I®. To my knowledge, ganja is used only for 
smoking j bhang is used for drinking, and is also 
need in making pak, yakuti, majum, and gul¬ 
kand; charae is not used, in this district a tail. 1 

20. Ganja is smoked invariably by bairagis and 
those who revere and associate with them. It is 
used by a comparatively small proportion of the 
lower classes of (the population, a smoker of ganja 
being locfkcd upon as a disreputable person. 

The use oE bhang is almost unknown in the 
©ecean. Tke propaiationa of bhang, each aa pak, 
yakuti, majum and gulkand *ce used by, a few 
..pmsoM.of .yW CMddI? filftfse?. 

®5. There (s not the slightest 'indication (that 
the use-of the drugs is on the increase. 

• ! 26. There could' be only two classes, (of and 
(i ); not the third and fourth, (d) and \d). The 
majority of consumers may be taken to be moder¬ 
ate consumers. 

27. See answer to (^uery 20. 

28. The quantities will vary according the 
habit of each consumer, the frequency with wbieh 
he indulges in the drug daily, and the degree of 
intoxicating power of the drug used. 

• 29. Almonds, cardamoms, pepper and sugar are 
usually pounded and mixed with bhang. Those 
who like and can afford may also mix with bhang 
sweet fennel, dried rose btjds, poppy seeds, .con¬ 
serve of roses, rose water, setds 6f various frtfits, 
saffron, musk, milk, milk^cream, etc., etc. Dhatura | 

vol. vii. 


may, at times be mixed with bhangwhen common 
bhang ceases to give an habituaj drinker ipffifient 
intoxication. 

80. Ap habitual 4rinke,r of bhang drinks it at 
bottle, eitheir ^Sbhe Or in company of friends, if any 
should join him. A man leaves off bbj&ng gene¬ 
rally in'old age; bat a ganja smoker continues to 
smoke it till death. Females and children are not 
known to use the drugs to any great number. 

81, The habit may be formed and may be 
broken off easily. A moderate consumer may 
develop into an excessive consumer j bat the result 
csgpot he said tp be dvw to 6 »y .iuJhej'ent tendency 
in the drugs. 

,. ,82/ I ajn not aware of any such custom. 

48, .Qtanja .smokfog in regarded as disreputable. 

bbwew foeked down 

en wijtbiSCftrB.: 

84. Baitagis would regard it as a serious priva¬ 
tion to forego the consumption of ganja. It would 
be a deprivation of an innocent enjoyment to con¬ 
sumers of bhang. 

85. (a) Feasible, but not at all advisable or 
heosssWy, 1 ''' : 

■ '<■ (S')’ Tfes, if it could be obtained. 

.(e) By stopping cultivation and importation. 

(d) Certainly. , 

( 9 ) Not <][uitp. 

(/) Yes. ‘ 

86 . Indulgence in alcohol is now-a-days con- 

siderpd to lees disreputable than it was before 
the spread of English education and Western 
.ideas, which have made very great strides daring 
toe last tfairty yewa. It is probable tlmt material 
prosper itf «mong the lower , classes would bring in 
its train a taste for the more, expensive and 
fashionable alcohol in place of the poor hemp 
drugs. * 

89. Excessive smoking of ganja is more in¬ 
jurious than excessive drinking of bhang. A mo¬ 
derate use of either is said to be not injurious. 

(ft) Bhpng is. 

($) Qapjais/ 

( 9 ) Can't say. 

I refer to both moderate habitual and moderate 
occasional use. 

48, Quitev 

, 4 A' (W itt ‘9 said tp be 90 . 

(c) Y»s, 

• (d) Ganja is snid to do. 

'■ (e) Bhang is said to create appetite. 

,; (/) S15 hqpr?. 

(F). A MttJeiep^saion. 

(A) No. 

■' 45. Nohe of these effects are known to be pro¬ 
duced by habitual moderate use of ganja or bhang. 
■The answers as regards habitual excessive use 
axarr 

(j) ^es, if the consumer does not get suffi¬ 
cient nourishment. » 

said to do this to a certain 


is 


{ e) Ganja 
extent. 

(e) -,It induces laziness, 
morality or debauchery. 

47 apd 68, l^ofc at all. 


but not habits of im- 


u 2 




49. (a) To a certsfin extent. ;• * : 

(i) Don't know. 

(o) Not at all. 

( d ) I have not heard of any such conse¬ 
quence. ; 

51. I do not think that moderate use/t\as any 

connection with crime. . . . 

52. Even excessive use is not said to induce 
criminal tendency. 

53. Not necessarily. No. 

54. I don't think. 

55. The hemp drug by itself would not stupefy 
completely. 

58. I think the present system, which is de¬ 
signed with the object of raising a - moderate 
revenue from the consumption of the drugs-at least 
expense to Government and least inconvenience t b 
consumers, is working well.' Any improvement 
in the direction of tightening the control and 
restricting the production, manufacture, and sale 
of the drugs would cause needless harassment 
without any counterbalancing advantage. 

00. No control is exercised on the production of 
the drugs, and none would appear to be peeessary. 

6 J. Charas is not produced. , 

02. Vide answer to query 60. 

63. 1 have no objection to urge against the 
present system of wholesale ana retail vend of 
ganja and bhang. 

64. None. 

65. There is no definite rate of taxation, the 
right of vend being sold annually to the highest 
bidder. The incidence of taxation, therefore, 
varies in different districts, and in the same district 
in different years. Hut, upon the whole, I thiuk 
it is reasonable. 

00. No; guch different rates would be unwork¬ 
able, except at immense cost, 

07. No. 

68. None in this district. 

6lb No. 

70. There are no facts regarding the importation 
or smuggling of hemp drugs from Native States. 
Under the farming system, there is no -room for 
evasion of duty. 

Oral evidence. 

Question 20.—' The use of bhang iu the Deocan 
is much less than in Gujarat. There is no bhang 
in this presidency. It is only broken bits of ganja. 
It is the unsmokable gatija that is bhang. 

Question 29.— Dhatura seeds are mixed with 
bhang by excessive drinkers sometimes to increase 
intoxication. This is what I am to|d. This ad¬ 
mixture is not to my knowledge made in the shops. 
1 do not know of dhatura being smoked with 
ganja. 

Question 69 .—I thiuk that those who smoke 
ganja are the dregs of society, .the beggar class. 
If any attempt were made to improve them, and 


deny ibetn «that drug; they migdit take to crime so 
aetoiget it if itwere dearer. Bhahg is consumed 
by the'better classes when consumed at all. I 
think that the drugs have a bad effect only .when 
the consumers have insufficient food. I think 
people who wept intoxicants will get it somehow. 

I do not think people wjll be better off if thry aje 
compelled to take, to liquor. Its physical effect* 
are worse than those of hemp drugs. Opium-eating 
would be preferable, to ganja smoking, but opium 
smoking Worse. I do not think that the effects of 
hemp drugs call for increased taxation, though 
increase of revenue may be desirable. This would 
be a question to be considered in reference' to other 
provinces. Ganja is largely imported into the 
province. In Nusik it is entirely imported frbnq 
outside, from Ahraednagar in the preskldwcy, 
and the Central Provinces outside. Bhang from 
the Punjab is, I am told, obtainable ip Bombay. 
Statistics About imports are Easily 'obtainable. I 
only state my impressions, I am quite uiaWe to 
give any estimate of production. . I hav'e 1 2 never 
had ray attention drawn to this matter. 1 The 
figures about consumption in tho Excise ffepofrt 
are given by contractors, whose interest it is to 
understate consumption. But they may be genera 
ally accepted. ' • • '! 

I know of no special reasons why tnxatioh 
should not be raised, in Bombay.' I do not kc^w 
the figures for other provinces, or why there should 
be different rates of taxation. 

The bonded warehouse system would be very 
expensive unless cultivation is concentrated. 
There would be no objection to stop detaohed 
cultivation with a view to concentration, provided 
the supply is kept up. I can make no recom¬ 
mendation ae to what districts should be chosen. 

I have never considered the question of cultivation 
or the statistics. 

I do not think any change in the maximum of 
40 tolas need be made unless the present system is 
changed, for there can be no evasion of duty under 
the present system. It would only be inconvenient 
to certain consumers to have a lower maximum. 
There is no scope in the present system for greatly 
increasing taxation. If this is necessary, we 
should have to impose a direct tax as well as the 
indirect, and have the mixed system. 

I am not aware that ganja is smoked on the 
premises anywhere. I object to it, beoause it gets 
consumers together, attracts people to the place, 
would appear to countenance the habit, and would 
thus tend to increase consumption. 

I have not heard of any adulteration of the 
drugs as sold in the presidency. 

Question 66 .—As a matter of fact only one 
kind of ganja is used in this presidency. I believe 
so. 1 have no practical knowledge of that. I 
have not travelled in the districts so as tp see the 
ganja that is sold. ' 

Question 59. —I could name a dozen eases in 
which young men have died from the habit of 
liqnur; but I know no such case fa regajd to 
hemp drugs. These cases are Hindus. ' 


22. Evidence of RAfi Bahadur Narayav Ganesh Deshpande, Brahmin , Deputy 

Collector, JBelgaum. 


1. I served in Sind,- where tliese drugs arc very 

commonly used, and also served in Abmednagar, 
where this plant' is grown. " 

2. In Sind these definitions apply -literally 


But in this district bhang and charas, as.;defined 
here, are not. imported or even known.Plat ganja 
is alone imported and is knqwpi. r ' \ 

18, Ganja and bb an g Tos$ . them; /[ualiiia&hby 
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kaapagfor more than a year. If properly packed 
aa<f secured from exposure to heat and dampness, 
they will keep well for about 18 months or two 
years. Charas can keep any length of time, 

19. Charaa is only smoked. Ganja is eaten like 
bhang made into “ gota ” in this distriot for want 
of bhang. 

20. In this district fakirs, bairagis, gosavis, and 
other mendicants use ganja, as also dowries and 
other itinerant classes, . In higher classes the use 
of this drug is very rare. 

21. Plat ganja alone is imported. 

£6. It is difficult to answer this question. But 
looking to the quantity of ganja imported from 
ye»r to year, it would appear that consumption is 
stationary. 

26. There are no statistics available. 

'27; Habitually excessive smokers are from the 
mendicant classes, such ae fakirs, bairagis and 
gosavis. 

Habitual moderate consumers come From all 
classes, particularly from the lower strata. Occa¬ 
sional moderate Consumers can be traced to all 
oastes, not excluding Brahmins and Lingayets. 

I believe there are no occasional excessive con¬ 
sumers. Fakirs, bairagis, gosavis, dowries, and 
similar mendicant classes are initiated as soot) as 
they enter mendicant orders, or when they attain 
the age of puberty. Bairagi boys are initiated at 
even the early age of 12 and 14. In other classes 
this habit is contracted on accouut of bad company, 
and is seldom acquired for medicinal purposes.' 

28. It is difficult to say what class of consumers 
may be called habitual moderate consumers, Thera 
are persons who smoke only ouoe in company with 
six. or eight persons. One or half a tola is pre¬ 
pared and filled into a pipe, and is smoked by six or 
eight persons together in the afternoon onoe a day, 
each person paying the day’s cost by turns. 
There are others who smoke two or three tipaes a 
day and require a tola, and they are considered 
moderate consumers. The excessive consumers are 
persons who remain alwaysunder the infinence of the 
drug. Such persons want abont two to four tolas 
of ganja every day. They cannot do without one 
tola. This class of consumers is limited to a por¬ 
tion of itinerant mendicants who get the neces¬ 
saries of life without troublo. I should think that 
quarter tola is the allowance of an average moderate 
consumer, and two tolas is that of an excessive 
one. The cost of one tola by retail ia two piee. 
"Wholesale prices are annas 12 to Re. 1 in the Bri¬ 
tish districts and six to twelve annas in Native 
States. 

29. Nothing is mixed with ganja ordinarily 
except tobacco. It is said that exceptionally 
dhatura, kutchala and aconite are used in very 
small quantities. My informants have not seen 
instances of this kind. 

When gota is made, undermentioned articles 
are used 

(I) Sugar, (2) milk, (3) water, ( 4 ) poppy 
seed, (5) coriander, (6) diiod rose buds, (7) anise 
seeds, (8) cucumber seed, (9) almonds, (10) 
jaiphal, (11) cardamom, (12) cocoanut or its 
juice, (18) black pepper. 

Exceptionally— (14) kulpa, (15) kalubij, 
(16) aconite, (17) dhatura, (18) katchala, (19) 
arsenic. 

These articles are used both to make the-drink 
palatable or tasteful and to increase intoxica¬ 
tion. 


No bhang massala ia sold in theae parts like 
Upper India. 

80. Consumers of these drugs aro very fond of 
company. They will indulge alone when they 
cannot afford the expense or cannot get company. 
It is said larger the circle, greater the enjoyment. 
The consumers are very obliging to each other in 
this respect. 

This vice is oonfined to the male sex, and is 
generally acquired after the age of 20, The 
bairagis are said to initiate their children ai the 
age of 12 to 14, und women are free, except 
bairagis of abandoned character- 

81. The habit of smoking tobacco it the preli¬ 
minary step to acquire this habit. No length of 
time is required in forgoing this habit; a week 
or a fortnight is quite sufficient. A man is allowed 
to smoke the exhausted pipe or use small quanti¬ 
ties at first. 

The drug itself does pot give a craving for 
increase of its use, but bpd company and want of 
occupation .lead to excessive use. On the first 
occasion the head is immediately affected and 
the smoker sometimes becomes insensible, but 
with habit the effect is lessened or reduced to a 
minimum. The habit is not difficult to break 
off ; more moderate smokers da not feel the want 
of it, while habitual moderate ones feel waut of 
it at their usual times and feel their stomach 
windy, and the excessive smokers sometimes get 
dysentery, and, besides feeling very uneasy, are 
subject to pains in the limbs and show most un¬ 
willingness to work. 

32. I am told that some people think it neces- 
sary to offer a drink of bhang to Mahadev, and 
than drink it themselves on the Shivarfttri. 
Dowries have a custom of offering a ball made 
of ganja and gaDja drink to their family god 
Soukarshid or Kalbhairav (different names of 
Mahadev) in the month of Chaitra; and then 
eat or drink the same themselves. They have 
also a custom of vowing that if the god be pleased 
to give them the desired thing, they would give 
ganja to a certain number oE dowries to smoke 
or to drink. Patvegars, who ftre said to be 
Kshatris, serve in small quantities some prepara¬ 
tion of ganja on the anniversary of their fathers 
oalled " paksba M to all persons called to dinner. 

S3. The use of these drugs is considered as 
disreputable, though i^ does not render one liable 
to lose his caste. Its use is considered as a vice. 
A-man who is addicted to it is looked down upon 
as a low man. He avoids exposure, and will 
conceal his habit as much as possible. All this 
Is due to thl intoxicating effect of the drugs. 
In castes and sects where the use of these drugs 
is quite common or is considered necessary, there 
is no public opinion about it. 

This plant is not worshipped. 

84. It is thought that to habitual smokers, 
dueb as fakirs, bairagis, gosavis, and itinerant 
classes, who are exposed to inclemencies of the 
climate, it will be a privation to forego the use. 

85. The effective way is to stop tbe cultivation 
of tbe plant in British districts and also in the 
Native States, and to prevent imports, as is done 
in tbe cate of opium. The drug will be oonsumed 
illicitly, as long as tbe persons now using the 
drug five or hre not weaned from the habit. Some 
disoontent will be caused among the consumers, 
but it will never in these parts develop into a 
political danger, as tbe discontented consumers 
are the dregs of the society, and their disc nieo t 



wifi not ipfluenc*<g<W*#cp]e y who form 4*e ■ larg¬ 
est majority. Nor will the stopping of ibis drug 
lead to the use qf elcoinilio daueks. .< 

86. I hwe seen a person 1 weened of the habit 
of driokiBg liquor by tbe tuodarate use of bhang, 

•59. Smoking isadrcittedlymoro injurious than 
drinking or eating. ’ dSmblting affects the lungs 
and brain more immediately and directly than the 
latter. ' 

40. Yes; in the Base of dysentery bhang is 
, prescribed, It 5s used astonic tp tho convalescent. 

Garda is administered'to horses an<j cattle. In 
the ganja imported iiito this district, a quantity 
of dust or fine powder) most probably off leaves 
and flowers, is mixed,: When separated, it forme 
the “garda/-’ which also eontaiae tbs seeds. 

41. M Bhang taken in 'small quantities is 
good for digestion aud to stimulate appetite.. 
Ganja does the same with greater force. 

(A) Thefo is sWvitfg-pntferas far as the ex¬ 
posure is concerned. A ganja smoker is not 
considered to be able to work much, Fatigue 
is alleviated by a smoke of ganja, ba it induces 
sleep. ' 

(f) If is said that ganja smpkiug and bhang 
eating serve to prevent mp?a or Vs. 

(d) Smoking is said <to concentrate attention 
or rather prevent distraction, it is why some 
singers ana musicians have a smoke before they 
ean play : their beet. 

These effects are observed in'the moderate habi¬ 
tual and moderate occasional aso. 

42. Moderate use pf bhapg is useful as well 
as harmless; but I cannot say so of ganja 
smoking, which is injurious even to one who js 
Well fed; Smokers, however, have a saying ,as 
follows.* It is, I believe, meant more to ensure 
the cleaning of the ganja smoked than to .express 
its qualities and to point out bad effects. 

iS - Yep,, ganja smokers are sometimes inclined 
to quarrel when under intoxication, Ooea^ipusl 
oousmuers aw. loquacious and divulge secrets pf 
others and evpu of their owu. 

44, Thelnamedwte effectisto drown all anxi¬ 
ety; to remove mental depression, , paul to ethf- 
lar-Htsthe rpirits- A drink of bhang pot much 
spiced and. sweeteqed is refreshing, ISuch a drink 
does not cause jutoxicatrpq, so to speak, beyohd 
the raising qp of spirits. Hunger » qot allayedt: 

^ Simulated. 

Vta from two toew tours, the length 
of tune depending on the state of he^th and The 
quantity used. No after-effects. ,*Wa 0 t of.graU- 
hcfttmn does produce, longing as also uneastpesb 
and there is an uuwiflingqe^ to iyprk aqd a dis.' 
position to take offence ., 

45 Smoking affaota physioally and mentally, 
but it is doubtful whpiher it has any effect on 
one’s morality It affecta the lungs and the Win 
and impairs tbie .constitution. f}, : effects are 
slow in the case of persons who Ijve well 


digffltioa aud low of appetite feitew weakness 

erf body, brats,and luags; ■"?< ns.,,-. i 

It Is known to ekqse asthma ancMAch^jith, but 
is said not to cause dysentery. It does hot pro* 
dime habits of debauchery or imnbiaiityj'bwtiin- 
ducas habits of business. 

Habitual moderate use only blunts the intellect.* 
it da hot said to causa insanity, 

46. In the ease of habitual excessive use the 
aboveraqntioned effects appear eirlier apdwdjth 
greater severity. Ao ill-fed exc&tfyir ednautoth 
can be easily aistingidfllied by hi* sunken eyes, 
black lips, pale face, *ad am,aerated fcojkr.;; Jo* 
sawty, both permanent and temporary, ^wmd 

eaental affeefxene, are mi4 to fm# from vi&miat 

use. 

49. it is said te be *o. It is not used by 
prostitutes for this purpose. Expedite nee leads 
to lmpote.nc^ I am told. 

51. Use of these drugs, as far an I kqpy, jiflf 

no connection wifh crime. I do not kpow 
whether a largo proportion of bad character^ qpp 
this drug, §onae of them do so, pot hecause-they 
have to commit crime, hut because they are bad 
characters and are addicted to vices. ' T 

52. I am told that excessive consumers of tbi,® 
drug are unfit to commit serious crime, because 
they are oonstsfttjy under its influence, ' The 
mtpxiawtion caused by the drug is ftauj fo caupe 
nervous depre^ion or inactivity, 

63, I have not Heard of » single j$| 9 <rf 
smoicle npr pf unpremeditated crime, 

54, No, os fw a« I know. 

55. I believe this is done sometimes, bat J do 
not remember any instimeea. A person unaccus¬ 
tomed to the use of this drug oan he completely 
atupeoeaiby sm oveodosepf this drag. 

8Jj * The present system is working well, % 
have .no suggestions to make for its improvement. 

®5’ bumble opinion it is unnecessary to 

cootrp] the cultivation apd the preparation ,ftf 


63. sod 64, Nobs. 

65. In my humble opinion the tax- pq ganja is 
-not sufficiently high to check its Consumption or 
to prevent moreaste df consumers and cpqshmption. 
Bhang need not be as highly taxed as whja. 
Manufacture -aud import dt bbangmust be 
oneoumged with the Object of preventing 'tBe 
people from using ganja for eating and flripldritt, 
Ganja is so used because bhang is not import&d. 
As compared with liquor, ganja is exoeetlif/gly 
cheap, and a reasonable increase in its tmhraon 
wdl hot lead to the use of uloohbl. 

68. None in this.district, 

69. No. : 

70. There is much smuggling from Um Native 

States, where the gapji) is had , 7 W«h cheaper 
than la this district. This is due to the fact 
that sales of ganja farms there are not so honestiv 
Wd eartfuily made as haw. 3 


23. Bmdenee of Rao Bahadur K. M. Thattb, District Jpyauty Cqlkotor, Ma&b 

51. My awwer to this question js jq pqga- 
Urr. ..•> # • •• ' • 

Considering the different classes of bad chtm?* 
ters which have come under my observation as 
* Vernacular saying uot printed. 


T. In the-’districts in which I have served h( 
na * ^rtensively consumed, uor cqneui 
m Bhbatgler tg lmw peruicbqs.pff^^;^ 
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maarfw r of the community in general, and an a 
magistrate in particakr, in the several districts in 
whiih I have had to move in mv official career 
dut&g the last 87 years, I can safely assert that 
the habitual moderate consumers of any of these 
drugs do not form even the smallest proportion of 
such bad characters, and that the moderate use of 
fluch drugs has not been found in any way con¬ 
nected with the comtniesiOfr of crime, whether of a 
general or epepial character. The habitual moderate 
cotrttuner uses the dings under a certain religious 
belief Of a supposed spiritual benefit therefrom, but 
mote far the temporary beneficial effects which a 
moderate use ci thern produces, namely, the stay* 
iojjs-powOT which it gives under great exertion, the 
relief which it affords from fatigue and caves and 
anxieties, shd also the indirect assistance which it 
is supposed to render as a food digestive. The 
moderate consumer is, therefore, neces¬ 
sarily an innocent man, and has no object or motive 
to commit.crinaes of any description, and so does 
not fall under or is not inoludea in the class of bad 
characters. 

68 and 58. My answer to these two questions is 
the same as that given to the preceding question, 
hat it qualified with this observation, thabthe babi- 


t*al«reeis*v*u» of three flings fieoestarily creates 
nexiews effect* on the ocmSumer, not only physically 
and mentally, but also morally, and the consumer 
is, in course of time, so mooh affected by their ex¬ 
treme use that it) leads him sometimes to commit 
Unpremeditated crimes In the came manner as an 
exoessive use of liquor, opium, and ether narcotic 
drugs, hut certainly not to a crime of a violent 
satore. But genenfily the man who is addicted 
to excessive Indulgence in these drugs becomes a 
victim of his own roily< 

No case has come to my notice or under my 
knowledge in Which an excessive indulgence in 
these drugs had led t.o temporary homicidal 
frenzy.. 

64 atid 65. My answer to these questions is also 
severally in ths negative. I have not found, in 
the coarse of tny experience, gained by me as a 
Yiriter of criminal jails in different districts during 
the period Of about 87 years as to the conduct and 
habits of criminals, that any such drugs are used 
by them to fortify [themselves to commit a preme¬ 
ditated aot of violence or other crime, or to induce 
their victims to partake of the same to get them 
Stdpefiefl in order to further their designs. 


24. JS Md&nCO Of Rao Ba®aBT7B BhMIbhaI Kirpa Ram, Brahmin i, ffuzur Deputy 


Collector 

1. A copy of my paper on the narcotic* and 
stimulants of Gujarat which was written for the 
Bombay Gazetteer is annexed* During my -thirty 
Mart' 'BerVire in tho Revenue and Agricultural 
BepdHment df the Bombay Presidency, I had op¬ 
portunities , to study the question from different 
points of view. My remarks are confined to Guja¬ 
rat. 

8 . Three preparations from hemp, Cannabif in - 
W* (4) bhang, eabji ormayaprai; (8) .yakuti, 
mad (3) gaqtja are need in uu}arat. Charas u 
•either manufactured, nor used. 

(1) Bhang, tabji or mayapani is made from the 
flower leaves and the seed of the plant. These are 
first baked over a fire, then well washed in oold 
water, and ground very fine, 'the intoxicating power 
depending to a considerable extent on the fineness 
of the powder. According to ths taste and means 
of the consumer, dry rose leaves, almonds- carda¬ 
moms, pepper and other spices are pounded and 
mixed With the powder. The whole is then again 
g round , mixed, With water, or sometimes with milk 
sweetened with migxr, and ittaltlW 'tbYoh^h a 
cloth. The preparation is now ready to be drank. 
Bhang is a very Cheap luxttrv, one-sixteetith df -a 
pOtind is enough to last an ordinary man for three 
days, costing oftly httlf penny or four pies. A pohr 
mao, as a rule, drinks his bhaag mixed/ only with 
black pepper; On festivals and tedulays many kinds 
of sport are added, add in this way the mixture 
becomes ooetly. A few Pareis and Musalmaas 
annk bhang, bat it Is ‘Ohieftv tonsmnid by the 
higher classes Of Hindus, ♦*«., Brahmins, Banias, 
"Kayasths, 86ui«, and others who drink no other 
intoxicating liquCr and do not eat opium. None 
of the preparations of hemp are taken by women 
exoept low-caste prostitutes. In the hot season 
and throughout the,year on holidays and festivals 
bhang is very generally drunk, but only a few 
people take it regularly. As a rule it is drunk in 
ths afternoon before sunset. In small quantities 

•Not printed. 


of Surat. 

it is oooliug and slightly intoxicating, causing at 
tpe name time a keen feeling of hunger. Undor 
its influence goldsmith* and jewellers are prover¬ 
bially clever } it soothes rather than stimulates the 
brain ; its appetising powers are of great value to 
begging Brahmins, who under its influence can, 
at a caste feast, eat enough to last them for 24 
hows, 

(8) Yafoitiat is bhang boiled inclarified 

butter. The elarified butter is fkvoared with sugar 
and spices and is often coloured with Vermillion 
and saffron. As a ooDserve, yakuti is generally 
eaten before sunset, chiefly hy well-to-do Hindus 
and Musalmans. A man who drinks bhaDg may 
also take yakuti and smoke g&nja. Yakuti is 
an expensive article, and when regularly taken 
costs from Rs. 8 to Rs. 3 a mouth. Tl)is drug is 
prepared by professional dealers called ijiajum- 
walas, chiefly Banils by oaste. It is also made 
by Hitfdu physicians. 

(3) Odnja is the dried hendp plant which has 
flowered and from Which the resin has not been 
removed. This is generally brought in it* rough 
State jand made feffdy by the consumer. To pre¬ 
pare the gad j& for'smoking, a small quantity is 
taken on the palm of the hand, and the seed, if 
the Sower contains any, is removed. The ganja 
is than washed fotfr or five times, dried, and 
mixed with.-tobAceo. The classes chiefly addicted 
to smoking'^anja are religious mendicants, the 
lower order of Brahmins, and a few artizans. 
As a rule ganja smokers are found at shrines or 
temples and mosque*. But some of them resort 
to special bouses called Akhada, where bhang and 
ganja are prepared. Men addioted to the 
raotice keep taking whiffs of ganja about evory 
alf hour. Its effects are sudden and strong, 
Tbtee or four pulls at a ganja pipe will prostrate 
a man not accustomed to smoke it. Especially 
among the weakly and ill-fed the use of ganja is 
Slid to balm the mind and nerves and even in 
some cases to eause AeSth. Ganja trodden under 
foot is generally used. 
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3. Bhang is ottltiVfttad to ft very -small extent 
in Surat and Broach (about thirty-five acres in 
all) The pknfc does not grow spontaneously ; it 
is cultivated lik* cereals, jawari and bajri, 
and harvested in November and February, as is 
the ease with kharif and rnbi crops. Alluvial 
land is preferable; no special care or attention is 
needed. Plants are sin) found here and there in 
the compounds of temples. The Surat cultivators 
collect only bhang, leaves and seeds from the 
plant. Some of the Broach cultivators understand 
the proco.«s of collecting bhang and ganja from 
the plant. The plants, when ready, are uprooted, 
made into bundled, and left, to dry for three or 
four days. The tops of ganja kalis are picked up 
with hand, the plants are thrashed, and the 
leaves and fino little branches are collected. The 
mixture of leaves, fin'e little branches, and Beeds 
from the ganja tops is known by the name of 
bhang. The plants are known as nor (male) and 
mada (female) ; wild hemp grows in Palanpur. 

8. Bhang cultivation is decreasing; profits 
small compared with trouble of obtaining licensee 
and rinding purchaser 

9. Alluyial land is preferable. Method of cul¬ 
tivation same as that practised in respect to 
cereals. 

10. Belong to the ordinary cultivating Glasses. 

11. As far as I know, ganja plants are not 
raised from the seed of wild hemp. 

12. As far as I know, wild hemp is not cul¬ 
tivated. 

13. The cultivator has to obtain a license to 
cultivate hemp plant; no duty is levied for the 
grant of permit. The cultivator is bound to sell 
his produce to licensed farmers only. 

14 to 10. Please see answer No, 2. 

17. Please see answer No. 2. Bhang and 
ganja are prepared by the consumers themselves. 
Yakut! is prepared by experts. 

18. Both bhang and ganja deteriorate, if they 
are kept longer than four or five months. Yakut! 
also becomes ‘ineffective and tasteless after two 
or three months. 

19. Ganja is used For smoking as described in 
answer No. 2. Some people uso ganja leaves for 
eating with the object of producing its effect 
without smoking ganja in a pipe. 

20. Ganja is smoked by mendicants and low- 
class Brahmins ; a few artizaus also smoke. 
Ganja smoking i6 confined chiefly to towns and 
citios. Village people seldom smoko ganja. 
Hardly one per cent, of the male adult popula¬ 
tion smokes ganja. This figure is arrived at after 
due consideration of the material and economic 
conditiona of the several classes of people. 

21. Ganja trodden under foot is generally used. 

23. Bhaug is not used for smoking. 

24- Bhang is generally drunk. To save time 
habitual consumers sometimes oat bhang. Bliaii 1 ’ 1 
is drunk by well-to-do Hindus, a few Musalnians 
and Parsis, The habitual consumers are chiefly 
goldsmiths, jewellers and Brahmin mendicants. 
Some village people drink bhang. Bhang 
drinkers may be put at two per cent. 

25. The u*e of bhang it decreating among the 
higher eiattet, Liquor has taken its place. The 
use of ganja. is stationary among the mendicants 
and fakirs who do not take to liquor drinking. 
Yafenti consumers are very few. Five in a 
thousand 


Bhang, YskutL.Gjinja. 

[a) Habitus! moderate consumers 70 101) CO 

(h) Hsbitual.exoe$aive.consumer# 5 4 Q 

(«) Occasional moderate consumers 25 ... 

Id) Occasional excessive consumers ... 

100 100 100 

Bhang is drunk io small dose cccavtnatif by 
persons not accustomed to it, Ganja is consumed 
by those who are habituated to ft; occasional 
consumers—clasai fication is not applioaJble to ganja 

Bhang consumer* are generally bigb clan 

Hindus, and in many cases well-to-do. Ganja 

smokers are mendicants and poor, living chiefly 
on alms. 

Bhang. Ganja. 

Tolas. Cost. Tolas. Cost. 

28. (a) Habitual 2 { anna 4 Ji annas. 

moderate 

consumer*. 

(2) Habitual 6-8 1 anua 10-12 4 annas, 
excessive 
consumers. 

The above figures represent the allowance of 
first class moderate and excessive consumers re. 
speotively. The ordinary expenses of moderate 
consumers vary from f J 5 anna to ^ in the case of 
a bhaug consumer, and from } anna to one anua 
in the case of a ganja consumer. 

29. It is the practice with some excessive 
smokers to mix dhatura and opium with .ganja, 
the object being to intensify the effect of iptoxi- 
cation. 

Bhang massala consists of black pepper, 
almonds, poppy seeds, sugar, dried rose flower 
and pistachio seeds. 

80. Bhang is drunk openly; fto dishonor is 
attached to it; occasional drinkers do not drinft 
in solitude. Moderate and exoessive habitual 
consumers drink singly, if there is no company. 
Mendicants smoke ganja publicly, though shame 
is attached to it. A few prostitutes ftnd low caste 
women drink bhang.- 

81. The habit is easily formed ; it is not diffi¬ 
cult to break off. But the mendicants will not give 
up ganja smoking. In the case of ganja, there 
is a teudenoy lor the moderate habit to develop 
into the exoessive 

82. Bhang is the favourite driuk of the followers 
of the Shiva seot. On Shivaratri and other days 
connected with the worship of Shiva (MahadeV) 
bhang is religiously used by the devotees, This 
praotice does nqt lead to the formation of habit. 
Ganja does not form an article of worship. 

88. No dishonour attaches to a moderate bhang 
drinker ; bhang is drunk openly either singly or 
in company; exoessive bhaug drinkers are taunted 
and ridiculed ; ganja smokers are held low in the 
estimation of the high class Hindus, but they age 
not hated or despised :as liquor dripkers, who are 
regarded as very low in point of social position. 
Liquor drinking is against religion, so it is gene¬ 
rally in disrepute. Bhang and ganja do not 
pollute the oonsumer from a religious poiut of 
view. 

84. Bhang drinkers generally belong to respeo- 
table and ordorly classes of the population ; ganja 
smokers are chiefly mendicants, without homeeor 
families in many oases. Any attempt to restrict 
the use of ganja by means of heavy duties will be 
looked upon by the ganja smokers as a great 
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hardship. The existing system is good and satis¬ 
factory. The sale and transport are brought 
under control; accounts are kept by the licensed 
retailers ; the abkari and reveuue officers examiue 
these accounts from time to time. Bhang is not 
in any way injurious, Ganja is injurious, if taken 
in large quantity. Ganja-smokers do not form 
part of the working or usefal 'classes of the popu¬ 
lation ; no large revenue can be raised from the 
farm of hemp plant produce, or by raising the 
duty on bhang and ganja. Prom a humanity 
point of view interference is unnecessary. The loss 
of lives is very small, even if it is conceded that 
the lives of fakirs and mendicants should be saved. 
Aloohol has been the curse of the country since the 
past few years. I am stroDgly of opinion that 
any change in the existing system is politically 
unwise and unnecessary. The evil is so insigni¬ 
ficant compared with the political danger in these 
days of agitation that the bhang and ganja 
subject should be left untouched. I will state my 
reasons in full before the Commission. 

40. Ganja-smoking is recommended in the case 
of asthma and diseases of lung. It is also 
pjiven to buffaloes with the object of causing an 
increased flow of milk. Bhang leaves are also used 
for fumigation, cases of piles, fistula of aDus. 

41. A moderate use of bhang is beneficial; it 
creates appetite: it alleviates the effects of fatigue; 
its effects arc of a mild exhilarant character and 
free from any tendency to commit violence or self- 
destruction. Excessive bhang-drinkers do not 
suffer in health. 

A moderate use of ganja is not harmful; it 
is a febrifuge in malarious districts : it enables 
the consumer to keep up the vital powers. 
Excessive ganja-smokers suffer iu health if they 
do not get nourishing food. Insanity, impo- 
tency and consumption are the results of excessive 
smoking. Excessive use produces derangement 
of the mental power. It has the effect of impair¬ 
ing the moral sense. 

48. Most decidedly. 

44. Bhang effects. —Succession of thoughts in 
the case of occasional drinkers, concentration aud 
cheerfulness in the case of moderate daily drinkers, 
refreshing, produce cooling sensation, create appe¬ 
tite. 

Ganja effects. —Moderate smokers do their work 
well; produce little intoxication, last for a very 
short time. Excessive ganja-smokers are weak 
and ill-fed. Excessive use of ganja destroys 
appetite,undermines the vital powers, and leads to 
insanity in many cases. 

49. A moderate use of bhang is made by pros¬ 
titutes as an aphrodisiac. 

5J. The use of bhang and ganja is harmless 
from a criminal point of view. 

58 and 54. I think not. 

65. No. 

56. Already answered. 

58. I am perfectly acquainted with the system ; 
it works well as far as Gujarat is concerned, 

59. No improvement is necessary. 

60. No change is needed. 

65 to 67. I think no attempt should be made 
to raise revenue. According to the accounts of 
the farmer, the total consumption in the Surat 
district in 1892-93 was as shewn below: — 

B. Maundi. 

Ganja .... 108 

Bhang .... 45 

vol. vii. 


The revenue in the same year amounted to Rs. 
2,800. Any attempt to raise revenue from this 
source will be regarded as a blunder by right- 
thinking people. The increase will be very small 

. and the excitement and ill feeling among the 
lower Glasses will unnecessarily be created without 
any corresponding advantage. If Rs. 10 are 
levied on a maund, the total revenue in the Surat 
district will be about Rs. 1,480. If bhang and 
ganja are made as dear as liquor, the object will 
not be served, and people will take to drinking 
liquor so far as their means will permit. 

68. There are very few houses or shops. The 
consumers do not behave badly. The bouses are 
not in any way objectionable. 

69. People are not consulted. 1 do not think 
it necessary to do so. I am of opinion that the 
Municipality of the towu should be consulted in 
respect to liquor and bhang and ganja shops. 

Oral evidence . 

Question 2. -—(3) An Akhada is a kind of private 
club in the house of a private smoker of ganja 
where the people go to smoke ganja. A man 
going there must ordinarily be kuown to the 
owner of the house. 

Question 34 .—In Gujarat Kunbis and Kolis are 
the principal agricultural classes. They eat opium. 
Therefore very few cultivators in Gujarat take 
ganja. Again iu Gujarat and Broach, liquor pre¬ 
vails ; and liquor drinkers do not take ganja or 
bhang. Only in cities is there any appreciable 
consumption by cultivators iu Gujarat. As to 
the labouring classes, there is no consumption 
among skilled labourers , and the lower labouring 
classes as a rule take liquor. Artizans then do 
not as a rule take hemp drugs. The consumption of 
hemp drugs in the whole of Gujarat is very 
inconsiderable, especially ganja. The evil effects 
on excessive ganja-smokers are appreciable, but 
only in excessive cases. These are very few ; that 
is to say, the extreme cases in which excessive con¬ 
sumption lias injurious effects are very few. I 
havo seen occasionally a man ruined by ganja; not 
any one hopelessly ruined and unfit for every 
thing. These are found in cities aDd very rarely 
in taluka towns. One in fifty thousand there may 
be, but not more. If I examined all the Akhadas, 
I do not think I could find more than one or two. 
I do not believe that six or seven social wrecks 
could be found due to ganja in aDy taluka town in 
Surat. You might find two or three in a place 
like Barsa. We find more such cases in respect to 
liquor. A true social wreck cannot be found, 
except lean emaciated fakirs who smoke ganja. 
They never had anything to lose and can hardly 
be said to be wrecks. 

As to their injurious effects on the people, 
I think that young men have died from liquor¬ 
drinking and that, the effects of ganja and 
hemp are, compared with this, insignificant. The 
liquor habit is increasing among our people. Not 
60 the use of drugs. There is no reaction here 
against liquor. I think that if the lower classes 
took to drugs instead of liquor, it would be to 
their advantage, especially bbang. Bhang is ad¬ 
mittedly harmless, even in excess. Opium-eating 
is better than ganja-smoking; and opium-smoking 
is worse than ganja. 

Question 44 .—Such work as moderate smokers 
have to do, they do well. Moderate smoking is 
harmless if accompanied with proper food. It 
assists bard work. 

I I think seven out of every ten extremely exces- 


i 
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t-ive smokers would beoome insanenot fit to go to 
the Colaba Asylum, but creatures that are unfit for 
anything except smoking. I have seen such in 
temples, fakirs and such people, in temples all day 
smoking with red eyes. None of them insane 
such as you would send to the asylum. I have 
not sesu an insane person from hemp drugs. I do 
not know, of course, how lunatic asylum statistics 
are prepared. I do not think there is a popular 
belief that ganja makes a man mad, but that it 
makes him thus indifferent to the affairs of life 
and taking to smoking at the temple. I am sure 
that there is no popular belief that ganja is respon¬ 
sible for a large proportion of the lunatics in 
asylums. I speak of Gujarat. 


Quettion 69.— I think that drags are cheaper 
than liquor. If they are made equally dear, then 
people will take to liquor, which is an objection. 
Also I think that for political and religious reasons 
the taxation of drugs should not be raised. I would 
not, however, abolish the present taxes, to which 
the people have become accustomed, The hold that 
the ascetics, sadhus aud fakirs have on the people 
cannot be overrated in its political conneclion v with 
this question. It would bring agitation(at present 
confined to the higher elasses) down to the lower 
olasses, who follow these sadhus completely. The 
sadhus and fakirs use the drugs leligiously. 


25. Evidence of Bao Bahadur Vyankatesh Baptjji Wadekar, Deputy 

Collector , Ahmednagar. 


1. My duty requires me to examine ganja and 
bhang shops. It also brings me sometimes into 
contact with men cultivating ganja. 

2. Except round ganja all these definitions may 
be accepted for this province. These products are 
locally knowu by the names here given in this 
question. 

8. I have no knowledge of the districts where it 
spontaneously grows. 

4. It is not known by different names in this 
district, since it does not grow here. 

6 and 6. The wild hemp plant is not grown in 
this district, so the information called for regard¬ 
ing it is not available. 

7. Yes. The cultivation of the hemp plant for 
production of ganja, bhang and its seeds is made 
at the following places in this district in my 
charge in the quantity given against them— 

Quantity of 

Taiuka. Vji.lagb. Ganja. Bhang. 

fl Kukane .1 

I 2 Tardi . . I 

I 3 Mungrul . I About 8C0 
b’ewask .^4 Bheoda . man nils of 

j 5 Chendule . I ganja. 

I 6 Dewgavi . | 

l_7 H ivre . J 

8 Miri Mata . Only seed, 

ov (I 300 mounds 30 mounds 

8bewgaum.|2 Nundanga .J off!anj , 0 f bhang. 

Kopeigaum taiuka produces 300 maunds of 
ganja ouly. 

8. Since the introduction of the Abkari Act, 
there has been decrease in the area under cultiva¬ 
tion, owing to the restrictions imposed on the sale 
of ganja and the necessity of obtaining permission 
to prepare ganja though not to grow it. 

9. Irrigated aud well-manured black soil is 
required for its cultivation. It is sown exactly 
like jowari, Hoeing and weeding are required to 
be done every fortnight. The season for sowing 
ganja is about the end of July. One month after 
the seed begins to germinate, a man is required to 
examine daily the plants and destroy the male 
ones, lest they should cause the neighbouring 
female plants to fail. The hemp plant takes 
three mouths to produce flowering tops. 

10. No. They are of the same class as other 
agricultural cultivators. 


11 and 12. No. 

18. No. Its cultivation is common to all 
districts. It is grown in almost all the talukaaof 
this district more or less except Jamkhed and 
Akola, the soil of which is not adapted to the cul¬ 
tivation of the hemp plant, which requires black 
rich soil, which is rare in these talukas owing to 
there being hills iu them. The conditions favour¬ 
able to the cultivation of this plant are hot cli¬ 
mate, black or red soil, and the rainfall should be 
moderate. 

14. All these products are prepared in this pro¬ 
vince. Where and to what extent these are pre¬ 
pared are mentioned in answer No. 7. 

15. The preparation of the cultivated hemp 
plant is made in several particulars, such as (IJ 
majum otherwise called yakuti, (2) gulkand, (3) 
boja, (4) bhang or gbota, (5) charas. The pre¬ 
paration of the cultivated hemp plant is made in 
several particulars, such as majum or yakuti, gul¬ 
kand, boju, ghota, ebaras, bhang aud ganja. The 
methods of the preparation are as under 

Majum or yakuti .—First dried heads of ganja 
are perfectly cleaned and washed with water. 
Afterwards they are mixed with ghee in the pro¬ 
portion of four seers of ganja to one seer of ghee. 
Then the mixture is kept boiling continuously for 
two or three days, adding water to it to prevent 
the ghee being dried up and to extract the essence 
till the colour of the ghee is changed to green. 
Then it is filtered into another pot and allowed to 
remain undisturbed for some time. The green 
coloured ghee freezes and floats upon the surface 
of water. It is then gently taken out by means 
of blades of knives. This ghee is then mixed 
with melted sugar in tbo ratio of four seers of 
sugar to five ^plas of the ghee, and other sweet- 
scented spices are added to it. The mixture is 
then formed into pieces called majum or yakuti. 

Qulkaud .—Gulkand is prepared by a mixture 
of sugar and roso flowers. This mixture is kept 
for several days in the sun in an air-tigbt pot. 
Afterwards the heads of gaDja are perfectly clean¬ 
ed and mixed with the so-prepared gulkand, which 
is chiefly used by 6ome of the rich. 

Boja .—Sixteen seers of pounded jowari is first 
boiled and then dried up. To this koshtkolanjan 
(22 tolas), bhang (two pounds), da van a (five tolas), 
fine shoots of jowari (ten tolas), tnarwa (fivetolas), 
and kachur (five tolas) are mixed. This mixture 
is kept in a pot for one day and is then ealled 
boja. It is mixed with water in the ratio of 15 
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sfierf of water to 80 seers of boja and filtered. 
Tfae filtrate becomes useful for drinking purposes, 
and is used in the Sholapur district. 

Ghota .—For the preparation of ghota, bhang 
is taken and subjected to the operation of cleaning 
and washing several times, till it gets free from 
all dirt. It is then v waehed and filtered through 
cloth. The filtrate is then drtmk either with or 
without milk and spioee. This drink is termed 
bhang or ghota. 

Char as. —Ch aras is not specially' prepared. It 
is a resinous matter of the hemp plant which 
sticks to the hands of those who harvest ganja. 

Ganja.— Ganja, which consists of flowering 
tops of cultivated female hemp plants is, after 
being dried and trodden, cleaned and washed with 
water five or six times, is then squeezed with the 
band in order that it may be free from water and 
then smoked with tobacco. 

16. It is not prepared in fields but in houses. 
I meau the drink called bhang is not prepared in 
fields. The bhang leaves are brought from fields 
and are subjected to the process described in tire 
last preceding answer that such preparation may 
serve as a drink. Wild hemp plaut is a rarity in 
this district, so no gauja or charas is known to be 
prepared from it. 

17. Ganja and charas are prepared from the 
plant by cultivators. As to ganja which has to 
undergo some more process before it is consumed, 
the consumer makes it ready for use, washes it 
some five or six times and clearing it of its dirt 
and other impurities uses it. In the same manner 
bhang, otherwise called ghota, is made ready by 
the consumer himself. It is only majum which 
is sold ready-made by native perfumers. 

18. Yes. Ganja, bhang, and charas deteriorate 
by keeping them more than a year. Yes ; after 
two years it looses its intoxicating effect entirely 
and becomes useless. Deterioration is more due 
to exposure than to anything else. Should these 
drugs be kept in boxes, or places which are air¬ 
tight and proof against moisture, etc., they would 
keep longer than usual. 

19. Gauja and charas are used for smoking. 
Ganja in this part of the country is also used by 
natives as tonic and to arrest the motions of 
bowels. It is given as medicino both to human 
beings and cattle. 

20. None except the ganja cultivators can get 
charas for smoking, being produced in very small 
quantity. It is therefore never brought to market 
for sale. Gauja smoking is not restricted to ary 
particular class of people ; hut it is used by a 
majority of fakirs, bairagis, gosayis and other 
mendicants. There is hardly a village in this 
district where it is not smoked more or less by the 
above-named people or cultivators and other 
labouring class. 

21. As in this district the only ganja produced 
is flat, no other but the fiat one is used for 
smoking. 

22. Native charas is always used. 

28. Bhang is never used for smoking. 

24, Eating of majum, a kind of preparation of 
hemp drug, is indulged in generally by debauchees. 
Their proportion is one per cent, of the population 
of this district. The preparation of hemp drug 
used for drinking called ghota is used by Marwa- 
dis, bairagis and a few brahmins. The propor¬ 
tion of Marwaids is 20 per cent., bairagis 90 
per cent., Brahmins '04 per cent. Eating pre- 
vel. vii. 


▼ails in large places where native perfumes are 
sold. Drinking is prevalent at places where there 
is a Marwadi and bairagi population. 

25. There is no exact data on which to base an 
answer to this question. Our every-day experience, 
however, shows that the use of these drugs 
amongst higher classes is considerably on the 
decrease; whereas the lower classes having taken 
more to the use of these drugs is on the increase. 
The cause of increase can be ascribed to the com 
paratively heavy rates of country and foreign 
liquors at which they are sold. 

26. (a) 15 per cent. 

[b) 10 per cent. 

(e) 5 per cent. 

(d) 8 per cent. 

27. These people are mainly taken from the 
following classes— 

(a) Labourers, (6) fakirs, (c) beggars, ( d ) 
sadhus (ascetics), ( e ) traders and servants. 

Beggars, fakirs and sadhus (ascetics) use it to 
allay hunger. The others use it for pleasure’s 
sake. 

28. (a) One quarter of an anna’s worth of 
ganja or bbang. 

(ft) One anna worth of ganja or bhang. 

29. Tobacco is used ordinarily with ganja to 
make the latter burn easily, as it i3 used wet in 
smoking. Dhatnra is more intoxicating. It is 
mixed by offenders to make their victims swoon 
when they want to practise fraud without being 
detected of the same. Bbang is mixed with al¬ 
monds, Bugar-candy, ginger, cardamoms and poppy 
seeds by the rich. The poor use bhang with coarse 
sugar. The abject of mixing bhang with other 
ingredients 1 b to make it a cold drink and give a 
kind of flavour to it. The above-mentioned in¬ 
gredients constitute bhang masBala. 

30. Respectable persons use it in solitude. 
Their proportion is about 6 per cent. 30 per cent, 
use it in compauy. It is particularly confined to 
male sex. Some prostitutes do smoke, hut their 
number is too small. Hardly any child uses it 
except for medicinal purposes. 

31. The ease or difficulty in forming the habit 
of consuming these drugs, 1 think, depends on 
one’s nature. It may be liked by some, while it. 
may disagree with others. Experience, however, 
shows that it is difficult for those who are in the 
habit of using these drugs to break off the habit. 
Yes, there is a tendency in the case of all these 
drugs for the moderate habit to develop into the 
excessive. 

32. The god Shiv is fond of the bhang drink 
called ghota. So the devotees of the god Shivon 
a particular day called Shivaratri mix ghota with 
the juice of sugarcane and offer it to the god and 
use the remainder for themselves. Except this 
custom, I am not aware of any other custom, either 
social or religious. It is not regarded very essen¬ 
tial. It is temperate and 16 not likely to lead to 
the formation of the habit or otherwise injurious. 

83. It is regarded as vice by the public. The 
public opinion (social) is against the practice. 
The disrepute attached to the use of these narcotics 
is attributable to their intoxicating influence under 
whioh their user remains for some time. Before 
harvesting hemp plants are worshipped like other 
agricultural produce, the object being to invoke 
the assistance of the agricultural deity in securing 
eligible purchase. 

i 2 
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84, For some days at least the consumer fore- 
(foinff the use of the drug would feel languid, 
dispirited, dejectod and weak, But the' effects of 
the disuse of the drug by the consumer would not 
be more serious than this. 

8 B. Yes, it would in mv opinion be feasible 
to prohibit the use of these drags. The consumers 
are not materially benefited by the use of these 
drags except that they feel cheerful while under 
its influence. Fakirs, bairagis, etc., who have no 
means at thoir command to enjoy themselves other¬ 
wise, seek enjoyment in the use of those drags. 
Yes ; the drug would be oonsumed illicitly. Tbe 
prohibition can, I think, be only enforced by 
prohibiting absolutely the cultivation of this drag. 
The prohibition would at the outset engender 
considerable discontent among the consumers, the 
majority of whom are beggars. Their discontent 
would never amount to a political danger. The 
prohibition, however, is likely to increase tbe use 
of alooholic stimulants or other drugs less ex¬ 
pensive, such as dhatura, which is more injurious 
than hemp drug. 

36, At present there is no reason to apprehend 
that alcohol .is being substituted for hemp drugs. 
But the prohibition to use them might, it is feared, 
lead their consumers to the use of these drugs as 
labouring classes and beggars often stand in need 
of some intoxicating drugs to make light the effects 
of the fatigues of their labour. 

87. Yes. The former is more intoxicating. 
Chnras has a more intoxicating effect than ganja, 
it being the essence of tho hemp plant. It is used 
in smoking, simply by adding godakho to it; 
while ganja is first perfectly oleaned and washed 
with water, and by mixing tobacco with tbe so- 
cleaned ganja it is used for smoking. Ganja is 
easily procurable at shops. But oharas cannot be 
bad in markets. 

88 . Round ganja is not prepared in this part of 
the country. Flat ganja has a more intoxicating 
effect on consumers than chur. Chur is nothing 
but a powder-like substance that remains at the 
bottom of the ganja prepared and collected. Chur 
is used for smoking only ; while ganja is used for 
various preparations. 

39. The smoking of any preparation of the 
hemp plant is more injurious than drinking or 
eating the same or any other preparation, because 
smoking is hurtful. It affects lungs and chest, 
produces cough and excessive heat in the system 
and dries up blood. m While in drinking and eating 
it has a beneficial effect on the constitution, 
inasmuch as it cools the system. It is therefore 
consumed even by higher classes in the hot season. 

40. Yes. Bhang or ganja is mixed with 
powders made of other ingredients and used in the 
treatment of cattle disease. 

41. The moderate use of ganja, bhang or charas 
is beneficial in its effects 

(a) It has a digestive power. 

(i) It gives staying-power under severe exer¬ 
tion or exposure and alleviates fatigue 

(c) It destroys the bad effects resulting from 
unwholesome water. 

The tendonoy of the people in using the drug 
is mainly to secure the effects stated above. The 
reference is applicable to the moderate habitual 
and occasional users. To the latter the effects are 
prompt and quick. 

42. The moderate use of these drags is harmless 
as well as beneficial, because it possesses the 
qualily of exciting appetite and power of digestion. 


It is also astringent, give* refreshing sleep, and 
enables its user to overoome the effects of fatigue. 

48. Yes. They are quite inoffensive to their 
neighbours. 

44. Habitual consumers do not get any intoxi¬ 
cating effect by a moderate use of any of these 
drugs. It is refreshing. It does not produce 
intoxication. It does not allay hunger; on tbe 
contrary it excites it. It creates appetite. The 
effect lasts for a couple of hours. As to after¬ 
effects, there are practioally none. Yes ; the want 
of subsequent gratification produces longing and 
uneasiness, 

45. The habitual moderate use of these drugs 
does not produce any noxious effects—physical, 
mental or moral. It would impair the constitu¬ 
tion to a certain extent should no substantial food 
be taken. It does not injure the digestion. It 
creates appetite. It arrests dysentery. Habitual 
ganja-smoking would alone cause bronchitis unless 
it is followed by substantial food. I have never 
heard that the use of these drugs causes asthma. 
It does impair the moral sense. It does not in¬ 
duce laziness, but it leads tbe consumers to habits 
of immorality. It does not deaden tbe intellect 
or produce insanity if used iu moderation. 

46. A person consuming any of these drugs 
excessively would, 1 think, be subject to all the 
harms referred to in tbe last preceding question 
The excessive use of these drugs is also calculated’ 
to deaden tbe intellect and produco insanity. I 
am unable to say whether the insanity due to 
habitual excessive use of these drugs is temporary 
or permanent, as I have seen only one or two cases 
of this kind. 

47 and 48. No. 

49. The moderate use of these drugs is said to 
be practised in a.few instances as an aphrodisiac 
It is so used by a few dissolute persona who are 
unable to afford to indulge in alcohol, which is 
more expensive. It is never known to be injurious 
nor is it known to produce impotence. 

50. The excessive use of these drugs is never 
practised as an aphrodisiac. It is never prac¬ 
tised by persons of dissolute character. ft j 8 
really more injurious than its use as an ordinary 
narcotic. Excessive use is said to be productive 
of impotence. 

51. Bad characters are not necessarily habitual 
moderate consumers of any of these drugs. The 
moderate use of these drugs has no connection 
with crime in general or with any special crime- 

52. As the excessive use of these drugs by bad 

characters is likely to expose them through their 
intoxicating effects, I think there is the least 
chance of excessive use of these drues beino 
made by bad characters. * S 

58. Excessive indulgence in any of these drags, 
I believe, incites to unpremeditated violence. I 
know of two cases in which excessive gknja 
smokers became insane and were in tho habit of 
throwing stones at passers-by, 

54. These drugs are never beard of bebg special, 
ly used by criminals with the express object of 
fortifying themselves to commit any act of vio¬ 
lence or other crime. 

55. Criminals in order to further their designs 
arc known to induce their victims to partake of 
majum, a preparation of ganja, and thereby 
stupefy the latter. To secure complete stupefac¬ 
tion by means of this drug admixture of dhatura 
is said to be necessary. 
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56. («) The effects of hemp used in moderation 
when modified by the admixture of foreign sub¬ 
stances except dhatura are harmless, 

(b) If used in excess they are injurious to 
health. 

lam not aware of an instance, in which the 
admixture of dhatura for personal consumption 
is used. But I hear that dhatura is added some¬ 
times by criminals to majum for administering to 
their victims, when its effects are very dangerous. 
Oftentimes the victims turn out insane. 

57. Charas is never eaten or drunk as far as 
I know. It is either mixed with ganja or 
gudakho and smoked. Ganja is only smoked. 
Charas has a stronger effect. It stupefies one at 
once, that is, sooner than ganja, and the stupor 
lasts longer. Ganja if smoked stupefies one also 
at once but the stupor does not last long. When 
bhang is drunk as ghota or when majum is eaten 
it has also stupefying effects like ganja. 

58. I consider the present system of excise 
administration in this province in respect of hemp 
drugs as working well. 

59. 1 do not think it is oapable of any improve¬ 
ment. 

60. I think the process of its preparation is 
sufficiently controlled. As to its cultivation there 
is little need of control on it. 

61. Charas, as stated above, is produced in too 
small a quantity to find market for it. What 


little is produced is consumed in fields. So there 
is hardly any necessity for special measures to 
control the process of its preparation. 

62. The cultivation of the hemp plant for the 
production of bhang is, I think, sufficiently con¬ 
trolled at present. 

63. I think the present system of (a) whole¬ 
sale {b) retail vend of (1) ganja, (2) bhang, or their 
preparations is free from any objection. 

64. I have no objections to the existing regula¬ 
tions governing the export and import of these 
drugs and their preparations, 

65. I think the taxation referred to in this 
question is quite reasonable. 

66 and 67. No. 

68 . As to such houses or shops there are none 
in this province. 

09. The wishes of the people are consulted 
before a shop is opened in any locality. For this 
purpose application bearing the signatures of the 
residents in a locality is submitted to the Collector, 
who sends it to the mamlatdar of the place for 
enquiry and report. Permission to open a shop 
is granted should the mamlatdar report that 
there is necessity for it. 

70. The production of hemp plants being 
abundant in this district, there is no importation 
or smuggling of hemp drugs from Native States. 


26. Eoidence of Khan Bahadub Dadabhai Dkbnshah, Parsi, Ruzur Deputy 
Collector and Magistrate, 1st Class, Kaira. 


1 , 1 had had opportunities for several years before 
1880 of coming into daily contact with a few 
persons, some of them in well-to-do circumstances, 
and others of the class of peons in Government 
offices, and foot and mounted constables, who were 
habitual as well as occasional consumers of ganja. 
Some of them consumed it in excessive and some 
in moderate quantities ; some had, after indulgence 
in it in excessive quantities, reverted to modera¬ 
tion or ceased altogether to smoke ganja. Now and 
then I had had occasion to notice gangs of bairagis, 
fakirs, and such like wandering tribes, who resort 
to ganja-stnokintr as a rule, and with whom some 
of the persons referred to above by me used some¬ 
times to associate. Since 1882 I have been living 
at a short distance from people of the labouring 
classes, a very large portion of whom are addicted 
to ganja smoking. After the receipt of Govern¬ 
ment orders, I endeavoured to seek information 
from every direction where I thought there was a 
possibility of my getting reliable particulars, I 
have consulted police officers, abkari inspectors, 
licensed vendors of ganja and bhang, ganja and 
bhang consumers, including those who have given 
up the use of ganja after indulgence in it for 
some time, and friends in all the districts of 
Gujarat, who are more or less conversant with the 
subject. 

2. Charas and chur are not imported into and 
sold in this district. Flat ganja only is imported 
and sold in this district, and it is known as ganja. 
Bhang goes uuder that name only almost as a rale. 
Sometimes it is called subji. 

3, I am not aware of auy, 

4. Vide answer to No. 3. 

5 and 6. I do not know. 


7. For its fibre the hemp plant is cultivated in 
several talukas of the Kaira district. The follow, 
ing are the particulars concerning it 


Taluk*. 


Matar , 

Kapadwanj 
Nariad . 
Boread . 
Anacd , 

Total 


I* THB 

Rsvijrci 

In in. 

1BVBBUB 

YBAB 

1801-91. 

YBae 1892-03. 

Area under cultivation 

Area uudor oultjTstlon. 

A. 

a. 


G. 

... 

24 

2 

19 

38 

29 

61 

a 

11 

8 

1 


1 

25 

2 

if 


... 

0 

25 


6 

79 

31 


8 . Before the introduction of the Bombay 
Abkari Act (Act V of 1878) hemp plant was 
cultivated in a small area in two of the Villages 
of the Kapadwanj taluka of this district for the 
production of ganja and bhang. The seed required 
to be sown in one bigha for bhang was about It) 
pounds. The largest yield of bhang per bigha in 
good soil was about 25 local maunds, and the 
average yield in middle-class soil was from 5 to 10 
local maunds. In about 84 acres of land hemp 
plant for the production of bhang was cultivated 
in the village of Antroli. In about 26 guntas of 
land hemp plant for the production of ganja was 
cultivated in the village of Badarptir. In con- 
sequence of the restrictions imposed by the 
Abkari Act for the transport aud export of ganja 
and bbang and for their sale and possession, the 
cultivation was given up as troublesome and un- 
remunerative. From a very reliable source I have 
been informed that hemp plant for the production 
of bhang was cultivated iu a small area iu the 
Paldi village of the Daskrohi taluka of the 





Ahmedabad CollectAiate; but the m&mlntdar of 
Daskroki, to Whom a teferende Was made by me, 
has not been able to confirm my information. My 
informant, however, most emphatically assures me 
that it was cultivated. Its cultivation there was 
given up also since the introduction of the Bombay 
Abkari Act. 

9. The methods of cultivation of hemp plant for 
bhang and ganja were almost similar to those 
described in letter No. 562, dated 30th August 
1893, from the District Deputy Collector of 
Bijapur, attached to letter No. 4752, dated 11th. 
September 1893, from the Commissioner of 
Customs, Salt, Opium and Abkari, to the Chief 
Secretary to Government, Revenue Department. 

10. They were of the same classes as other 
agricultural cultivators. 

14. No. 

18. Bhang deteriorates in quality after one 
year, and ganja begins gradually to lose its in¬ 
toxicating qualities generally after a year, and 
becomes unfit for smoking alter two years. The 
above are the periods for which bhang and ganja 
remain good with ordinary care. Damp weather 
affects them, from which they ought to be pro¬ 
tected as much as possible. Want of such pre¬ 
cautions leads to their early deterioration. No 
special remedies are known which can preserve 
their quality from the effects of time. 

19. Charas is not at all imported for sale into 
Gujarat. Sometimes bairagis and fakirs bring it 
with them in small quantities, and people who 
habitually associate with them are offered to 
smoke it. G» n j a i® almost exclusively used for 
smoking. To a very limited extent it is used in 
the preparation of majnm or pak, or yakuti. The 
inajuin prepared with the admixture of ghi 
obtained by boiling small leaves with Water and 
,gbi does not deteriorate in as short a time as 
majum prepared with bhang ghi. Ganja majum, 
if prepared with care and skill, keeps good for 
about six mouths, while bhang majum becomes | 
rancid in half that period. 

20 . In all localities, and generally all classes of 
people Smoke ganja. Those belonging to the 
"higher classes of Hindus as well as Musalmans do 
not smoke openly, and do not admit that they are 
addicted to it. In the districts of Gujarat from 
four to five per cent, of the population are habitual 
ganja smokers; but as they almost, as a rule, 
belong to the class of male adults, the percentage 
of ganja smokers to the male adult population may 
be said to amount to something like 14 per cent. 
The population of the town of Kaira, according to 
the last census, is 10,101, and of males of the age 
of 20 yfears and upwards, 2,881. The total 
number of persons who indulge in ganja smoking 
are roughly estimated at 400. 

21. Plat ganja only is imported into the district 
of Gujarat for sale. 

22 . -Chavas is not at all imported and sold. 

23. Bhang is not used for smoking. 

24. All classes of people more or less drink 
bhang during the hot season as a cool beverage; 
buit in the districts of Ahmedabad and Kaira its 
use is not so general as in the districts of Broach 
and Surat. "Well-to-do people use it in larger 
numbers 'than the poorer classes, because bhang 
drink is a little expensive when compared with 
ganja smoking. 

25. Chare a is not at all used. Bhang is used 
to a very limited extent only for drinking during 
th« hot season. As to the extent of the use of 


ganja for smoking, please See answer to question 
No, 29. The use of ganja does not appear to 
have either increased or decreased to such an 
extent as to draw attention. The chief consumers 
of the drug are bairagis, fakirs, and mendicants, 
and people of the lower classes. Bairagis and 
fakirs live on alms, and are not able to spend 
much on intoxicants, which naturally confine them 
to ganja. The income of the lower classes is 
also very limited, and they, therefore, prefer 
ganja to other drinks or drugs as less costly. 
Ganja and bhang for the preparation of majum or 
yakuti, are not used to the same extent now as in 
former years. Before the introduction of the 
Bombay Abkari Act several persons in large town* 
used to make majum or yakuti of various quali¬ 
ties for sale. Their trade in it has been put a 
stop to by the restrictions of the law. Persons 
of respectable classes in good pecuniary cireum- 
statues used to make majum or yakuti at their 
houses, and in snme cases very costly, by the 
admixture of various ingredients and minerals. 
Members of the rising generation do not feel 
inclined to put themselves to all the trouble and 
expense required for yakntis of superior kinds 
in consequence of the facilities which have during 
the last few years increased for obtaining oountry 
confectioned liquor and foreign wines and spirits. 
Ganja, however, was to such a very limited 
extont required for majums and yakutis that the 
discontinuance of its use largely in that direction 
cannot be said to in any way have affected the 
quantity needed for general consumption. 

26. Out of 100 ganja smokers— 

Pour to Bix persons may be said to be exces¬ 
sive smokers, i.e., those who generally spend 
two or three pice a day on ganja. They, however, 
do not consume the whole quantity themselves ; 
but each of suoh consumers has one or two com¬ 
panions either wholly smoking his (excessive con¬ 
sumer's) ganja, or contributing a little quantity 
out of his own (companion's) stock. 

80 to 85 persons may be said to be moderate 
consumers, i.e., those who spend from one pie to 
three pies on ganja daily. They also smoke it in 
company, as mentioned above. 

About 10 per cent, may bo said to be occasional 
moderate smokors, i.e., those who do not themselves 
spend money on ganja, but avail themselves of 
the offers made by friends, and who, consequently, 
do not get gaDja to smoke every day. 

These particulars must be taken as oonfined to 
the town of Kaira only, for which I have endea¬ 
voured to obtain particulars from several ganja 
smokers. It must also at the same time be 
remembered that it is, after all, the guess work 
of a few smokers. 

27. It-is estimated that in the town of Kaira 
there are about 400 ganja smokers, of whom—• 

about 200 are Brahmins, Banias, Shrawaks. 

Bhawears, Sonis, Kunbis, etc.; 

about 7 0 Musalmans; 

about 70 Dharalas ; 

about 60 Rajputs and travelling bairagis 
and mendicants. 

The same .remark applies to this answer as to 
answer No. 26. 

28. Please see answer to question No. 26. 

29. (a) Tobacfeo is always mixed with ganja 
used for smoking, according to the taste and 
habits of the consumer generally, and an eqnal 
quantity of ganja and tobacoo is mixed togetner. 
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Some persons take one part of tobacoo and two 
part* of ganja. 

Tobacco is mixed, it is said, for two reasons, 
viz.:— 

(t) to suppress the bad smell of ganja, and 
(ii) to moderate its effects on the throat. 

I have heard of two bairagis in Kaira who 
mixed some dbatura with ganja to smoke. One 
left Kaira several years ago, and the other, who 
had shifted to Kkumarevad, a village about 
S miles from Kaira, has left that place lately. 

Bhang beverage by the well-to-do classes is 
prepared in the manner described in the Bijapur 
District Deputy Collector's letter attached to the 
Customs Commissioner’s letter No. 4753, dated 
11th September 1893, to the Chief Secretary to 
Government. Poor people mix black pepper and 
sometimes poppy seeds. Bhang massala is not 
kept here ready for sale; but consumers of bhang 
buy as many ingredients as they like, according 
to their taste and means. 

30. Consumers of bhang and ganja generally 
prefer to be in company of at least one or two 
persous, except those who indulge in ganja smok¬ 
ing secretly. Generally speaking, ganja smoking 
is confined to the male sex, and adult persons of 
all ages smoke it. After very minute enquiries 
I was able to ascertain that three females smoke 
ganja in the town of Kaira. One acknowledged 
to me that she smoked before, but gave it up 
about four or five yeavs ago. The other two 
denied that they are ganja smokers. Bhaug 
beverage is partakeu by females aud children 
sometimes; but ganja, almost as a rule, is not 
given to children to smoke. 

81. The habit of smoking is acquired if it is 
emoked on being offered ten or fifteen times. It is 
not difficult to break off the habit if the man is 
able to practise great self-denial for a few days, 
as far as moderate consumers are concerned. Kx- 
cessive smokers, t.e,, those who spend two or three 
pice a day on ganja, find much difficulty in leav¬ 
ing off the habit, and for some days suffer from 
want of appetite, indigestion, heavy stomach, 
ennui, and do not feel inclined to work. Moderate 
smokers suffer also iu similar ways, but to a slight 
extent, aud for about a week only. In Borne few 
eases the moderate habit develops into tlie exces¬ 
sive, but not to the same exteut as is the case 
with regard to opium and liquor. 

33. Bhang drinking is not in any way looked 
upon as disgraceful or degrading, and so is the 
case with regard to the use of majum and yakuti. 
Of course, when proper limits are exceeded, and 
the consumer by excessive use acquires the habit 
of losing self-control and becomes an annoyance 
to others, be is kept at a distauee and called a 
“bhangari” or “nishakbor. ” But the same is 
the case with regard to the use of intoxicating 
drinks or drugB of every description, "With re¬ 
gard to ganja smoking tbe case is altogether 
different, as far as the higher classes are concerned. 
Among them the habit is certainly looked upon as 
unbecoming and disgraceful. Ganja is cousidored 
to be intended for mendicants, bairagis, aud fakirs, 
and people of tbe lower classes whose means are so 
slender as to put it beyond their means to indulge 
in any other intoxicating drink or ding. 

It is not the custom here to worship the hemp 
plant on any occasion. 

34. As far as bairagis, fakirs and mendicants are 
concerned, it would be a serious privation to them 
to be deprived of ganja smoking. Bairagis belong 


to the Hipdu and fakir* to the Muhammadan 
religion. They live on alms from their co-religion¬ 
ists, among whom liquor driukmg is treated as a 
sin. Intoxication from liquor cannot be concealed, 
and bairagis and fakirs consuming it cannot hope, 
therefore, to receive sympathy and alms from the 
members of their communities. Liquor is at the 
same time too dear in comparison with the cost of 
ganja. Where a pice worth of ganja is sufficient 
to keep a man in a state of pleasant intoxication, 
a pint 6f liquor worth five annas would be re¬ 
quired. In the case of opium, there are no religi¬ 
ous obstacles; but as regards the cost it cannot 
take the place of ganja. 

Bairagis, fakirs and mendicants, in order to doze 
away their time and to remain free from the 
effects of ennui, require some intoxicant, aDd they 
as well as their co-religionist* have for ages been 
accustomed to look upon ganja as the only drug 
suitable for their purpose. As long as there is 
nothing else equally eheap and effective to take 
the place of gtmja, the consumers as well as the 
ignorant public would view any restrictions in tbe 
way of ganja as a design to force people to have 
recourse to alcohol and a danger to their religion. 

As regards numbers, please see answer to ques¬ 
tion No. 20. 

35. Please ses answer to question No. 34. The 
prohibition may not perha]* immediately amount 
to anything like a political danger; but the dis¬ 
content among the lower and ignorant olasses 
would be so great as may lead to serious em¬ 
barrassments on some critical occasion- Entire 
prohibition is, therefore, not advisable. As 
regards recourse to alcohol or any other drug, 
please see answer to quqBtion No. 84. 

S6, Please see answer to question No. 25, As 
far as the use of bhang and ganja for the pre¬ 
paration of majum and yakuti is concerned, 
alcohol is to a very great extent substituted for 
those drugs. Those who are able to mix freely 
ivith Hindus apd Muhammadans pf higher classes 
need no proof in satisfaction of the above facts. 
It is an admitted fact and open secret that Hindu 
youths and middle-aged men have of late years 
greatly addicted themselves to tbe use of confec¬ 
tioned country liquor and foreign wines and 
spirits. The vice hah also to some extent spread 
among the Muhammadans in the Ahmedabad and 
Kaira districts. Formerly, io Ahmedabad, at two 
or three shops, confectioned country liquor was 
sold to a limited extent. _ Now-a-days it is told 
at a good many shops in tbe city and talukw, 
and the same is the case regarding the Kaira 
district. Those who, under tbe old state of 
things, would have remained consumers of majutns 
aud yakutis have become liquor drinkers. 

37. It has already been stated above that 
charas is not imported into and sold in the dis¬ 
tricts of Gujarat. Those who have on some 
occasions smoked chains say that its effects are 
much stronger than those of ganja, and that a 
very small quantity of it produces great intoxi¬ 
cation. In their opinion there is no further 
difference. 

88. As fiat ganja only is sold here, consumers 
are not, able to furnish apy information on this 
point. 

39. Bhang is used for drinking purposes only 
and ganja for smoking, except when used for 
majum aud yakuti. 

40. Bhang is used by native doctors in pills 
given to check dysentery. In tbe treatment of 
cattle disease bhang or ganja is not used in this 
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part; bat ganja in a small quantity mixed with 
jagri is given to horses sometimes to enable 
them to perform long journeys without much 
feeling, through intoxioation, the effect of fatigue. 

41. (a) Those who are habitual moderate consum¬ 
ers of ganja do not feel hunger till they have 
smoked it. It cannot be said, however, to be 
beneficial in the sense of increasing the appetite or 
strengthening digestion. For a few days—say 
about a week—in the commencement, the consumer 
finds his appetite on the increase ; but thereafter 
he reverts to the normal quantity of his meals. In 
their cases ganja smoking does not assist digestion. 
In the case of occasional consumers it assists 
digestion, and is smoked with that object after 
heavy meals at dinner parties. 

(i) Consumers think that ganja smoking helps 
them to undergo exertion and fatigue better by its 
aid than otherwise they would be j but those who 
have smoked it for some years and given it np 
think that it is a mere delusion; that simply in 
consequence of the effects of intoxioation fatigue 
is for a short time not felt on some occasions. 

(o) Ganja is never used as a febrifuge. Bhang 
is drunk in fever cases by some persons, though 
not a large number, with a view to keep down the 
temperature of the body. 

(d) To ward off the effects of bad water- 
supply, ganja is considered by all smokers to be a 
sovereign remedy. Travellers in tracts where the 
water-supply is not good use it, according to their 
opinion, with beneficial results, as far as the effects 
of bad water are concerned. 

Persons in well-to-do circumstances belonging 
to high castes do not, except in rare oases when 
travelling, smoke ganja to counteract the effects of 
bad water-supply, and do not also use it with a 
view to create appetite or strengthen digestion. 

42. Except as mentioned above, the use of ganja 
is not in any way boneficial. As far as moderate 
use is concerned it is not harmful if of »ood 
quality and well washed and cleansed before 
brought into use, provided the consumers are in a 
position to get a proper quantity of food and milk 
or ghi in a small quantity. To debilitated con¬ 
stitutions it proves injurious and gives rise to 
bronchitis, asthma, and lung diseases. It affects 
the sight also. It is very hot in quality, and 
impairs virile powers more or less iu all cases, and 
specially of those persons who are not able to get 
sufficient food. I have come to these conclusions 
on a consideration of the constitutions of a good 
many ganja smokers whom I have seen from day 
to day for a good length of time, as well as on a 
consideration of the account I have been able to 
collect from others. 


48. Yes. 

44. The habitual consumers in moderate quan¬ 
tity of ganja feel hunger soon after they have 
smoked it, It produces intoxication, and conse¬ 
quently the smokers feel themselves refreshed ; 
but really speaking such is not the case iu its pro¬ 
per seiise. Habitual moderate consumers gene¬ 
rally smoke it thrice a day, viz., iu the morning, 
at noon, and iu the evening. Except in a few 
cases, the effects of the morning obillum lasts till 
noon, and of the noon chilium till the evening. 
In a few oases the effects do not last for more 
than 2 or 2$ hours. If a consumer does not get 
his ohillum at the proper time, he feels a slight 
headache and uneasiness and a longing for it. 

45. Please see answer to question No. 42 as 
regards the effects of gauja smoking. 

In some oases of young persons ganja smoking 
for a year or two induces habits of debauchery, 
but not to a greater extent than is caused by other 
intoxicants. It does not generally induce laziness 
or impair the moral sense. Except when taken 
excessively ganja smoking does not produce in¬ 
sanity, or, except in a few cases, affect the intellect. 

47. No. 

49. Yakutis and majumg made of bhang and 
ganja ghi are used by lustful persons, generally 
males, with a view to strengthen the power of 
duration in the act of sexual intercourse. Such 
use repeatedly tends to weaken the constitution 
and impairs, after a time, virile powers. 

50. Excessive use of ganja for smoking for a 
length of time tends to produce impotence. 

51. No instances ore known to me in which 
ganja smoking or bhang drinking can be connected 
with crimes of a general or special character. 
Gamblers belonging to lower classes are generally 
ganja consumers. 

52. Please see answer to question No. 51 

58, No such instances have come to my know 
ledge. 

54. No such instances are known. 

55. No such instances are known. The oon- 
sumers think that, without admixture of some 
other drug, ganja smoking does not produoe such 
complete stupefaction as to enable criminals to 
succeed in thqir designs on their victims. 

68 . No. 

69. Generally not. The use bf bhang and 
ganja in these parts is so very small that it seems 
to be a matter of no consideration whether local 
publio opinion is consulted or not. 


27 . Evidence of Rao Bahadur Bhaskar Rao Ramchandra Heblikar, Brahmin, 

Deputy Collector, Sholapur. 


1 . I had to examine in my official capacity 

several shops selliug bhang or ganja, and used to 
make enquiries for the purposes of my administra¬ 
tion reports. I have also made investigation into 
the facts of the case, specially now as directed by 
Government. ' 

2. They may be accepted. They are locally 
known as (1) ganja, (2) bhang, and (8) oharas. 


3. In no district of which I have acquaintance 
does the hemp plant grow spontaneously. 

4. I know of one name (ganja) by whioh the 
plant is oalled. 

5 and 6. I have no information about wild 
hemp, as it does not grow in any of the districts 
of which I have knowledge. 
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7. The hemp plant is grown tor production of 
g*nj<i and bhang only. It is cultivated in Surdi 
and Manegaum in Barsi taluka, in Kowta in 
Sholapur taluka, and in Kasegaura in Pandharpur 
taluka. The cultivation extends to 45 acres and 
25 gunthas in the Sholapur district, on an aver¬ 
age struck from figures of thirteen years. The 
minimum extent of cultivation wa9 II acres in 
Barsi in the year 1885, and the maximum was 100 
acres and 27 guuthas in Barsi and Pandharpur 
in 1875-76. 

8. There has been no considerable increase or 
decrease recently. 

9. The land is first prepared and manured at 
the rate of about two cart-loads per acre. The 
seeds are cast and beds.are prepared as for garden 
crops with a view to water the crop. The male 
plants are subsequently removed. For the first 
month the crop is watered every week and a little 
later afterwards. 

10. They are of the same classes as other culti¬ 
vators. 

11 and 12. No. 

18. I cannot say that the cultivation is restricted. 
I think it can be grown in any black soil as 
a garden orop in a hot climate where the rainfall 
is not excessive, as it is in the Concan. 

14. Yes. Only ganja and bhang aro prepared- 
The places and the extent to which they are gro wn 
have been named in the answer to question 
No. 7. 

15. No wild hemp plant is to be found in this 
province. 

The only products prepared are (1) bhang, (2) 
ganja. From bhang gbota is prepared by the drug 
being well rubbed and mixed with milk or juice of 
sugarcane with some spices, as almonds, saffron, 
etc. This is drunk. There is another preparation 
called majum which is made from bhang. Bhang 
is washed clean and water is squeezed off. Ghee 
is then applied to it, and the mixture is then boiled 
in water for about two days. The liquid part is 
then extracted and mixed with syrup of sugar and 
hardened. The substance is then made into square 
pieces and sold under the name of majum. This 
is eaten. The method of preparing boja is as 
follows 

Jowari is coarsely ground and put in water for 
a few hours. It is then poured into boiling water. 
Bhang is well warmed in an iron pan and nicely 
powdered and then put into the boiling jawari. 
Some spices, as koshta, kolinjana and kucbla are put 
into the mixture and removed from the fire after 
the whole mixture is well boiled. Some quantity 
of water is then added to it, and the liquid squeez¬ 
ed off, which is called boja. 

Gauja is used for purposes of smoking only, 
mixed with dried leaves of tobacco. It is never 
smoked singly. 

16. Yes; except majum and boja, which are 
g 0 !d in shops. Whether it cau be prepared from 
the hemp plant, wherever grown, or from wild 
plants, cannot be explained, as the plant is only 
cultivated here, 

17. Ganja is used by weavers, fakirs and 
bairagis more than others. Bhang is in the same 
way used by Marwaris. Boja is used by Mabars 
and other low castes. Majum is also used by 
Marwaris to a greater extent than others. These 
drugs are also used by ail other castes, except boja 
to a very small extent. 

18. Yes, they do, Nothing is known about 
vol. vii. 


ohares, as it is not used here. Bhang and ganja 
entirely lose their effects after one year. It 
deteriorates sooner by being kept in damp places. 
The only measure that can preveut deterioration 
is to keep the drug in a warm place unexposed. 

19. Ganja is used only for smoking in the dis¬ 
tricts of which I have knowledge. Cliaras is not 
used here. 

20 . The people who smoke ganja generally are 
weavers, Pardesis, Fakirs, Gosavis, Bairagis and 
some Muhammadans. The smoking of cliaras is 
not prevalent. The proportion of those smoking 
ganja in villages is insignificant. The use is 
much prevalent in cities and large towns, where 
the above classes of people are found in large num¬ 
bers. Amongst these also the proportion of ganja 
smokers is one per cent. 

21. Flat ganja is generally used, and not round 
ganja or chur in these parts. 

22 . Charas is not used in these parts. 

28. Bhang is not used for smoking in these 
parts. 

24. Bhang is used for drinking by people in 
cities and large towns only. It is only the Mar¬ 
waris who U66 it as ghota in the hot season as a 
cooling draught. Some of the other classes use 
the drink on the day of Maha Shivaratra in the 
night time. The number of these is insigni¬ 
ficantly small. The proportion of habitual drink¬ 
ers in cities and towns iB one in a thousand of the 
whole population. The low classes in cities use 
boja for drinking. Their proportion is one per 
cent, of the whole population. 

Bhang is eaten in fhe shape of a preparation 
oalled majum. Its use is not confined to any par¬ 
ticular class, nor can the proportion be clearly as¬ 
certained. 

25. The use of ganja seems to he stationary, 
and also of charas or bhang. The area of cultiva¬ 
tion has not increased or decreased appreciably, a9 
appears from the figures of 18 years. Ganja is 
sold dearer every year, and hence the increase in 
revenue due from license-holders. 

26. Among four hundred consumers, the pro¬ 
portion may be put down as follows : — 

Ganja — 

(a) 250. 

{ b ) 25. 

(c) 100. 

(rf) 25. 

The same figures may be accepted for bbantr 
in all its preparations taken together. No figurps 
can be supplied for chur. 

27. They are taken from salis [i.e.), weavers, 
bairagis, gosavis, and fakirs, who are generally 
of sedentary habits. Those who work generally 
use the drug on account of its cheapness and as 
a stimulant after fatigue. They are generally 
poor. Gosavis, bairagis and fakirs are generally 
men of idle habits, and desire to while away their 
time in a state of intoxication. 

Cost. Quantity. 

Ganja. Bbang. Gnnja. Bhang. 

28. (a) Habitual 1 pice. 2 pice. 4 tola. 1 tola. 

consumers. 

(6) Habitual 8 pice, 1 anna. 1 $ tola, 2 tolas, 
excessive con¬ 
sumers. 
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89. Dried tobacco is only mixed with ganja by 
all smokers when smoking. Nothing else is mixed 
with it. What is mixed with bhang is already 
stated in the answer to question No. 15. Dbatura 
is never used in any of the mixtures. The object 
of using tobacco is to make the preparation easy 
for smoking. In the different preparations of 
bhang, the liquid is used for making the drug 
drinkable or eatable. The other ingredients are 
mixed only to give it good taste or flavour. 

80. Bhang is generally prepared and drunk 
privately, either singly, or in company of friends 
and relations. Ganja smokers form a company in 
several places. The use is mainly confined to the 
male sex and to adults. The drugs are not used 
by children. 

31. The habit is easily formed. It is a little 
difficult to break off the practice of smoking ganja. 
The tendency for the moderate habit to develop 
into the excessive is to be found amongst smokers 
and not amongst eaters or drinkers. 

82. There is no such custom, social or religious. 
It is only on the night of the Maha Shivaratra 
that some persons use the bhang drink; but the 
use is neither essential nor much prevalent. 

S3. The smokers of ganja are held in disrepute. 
This may be said to be social public opinion. 
Those who use bhang are not so regarded. Ganja 
smokers are held in disrepute on account of their 
mental derangement, which results from the use 
of the drug. Hemp plant is not worshipped by 
any sects of the people. 

34. I do not think it would, except in a few 
cases of ganja smokers. If any would be made to 
forego, he would gratify his craving by means of 
tobacco. There would be hardly any privation in 
the case of other preparations. 

35. I do not think the entire prohibition of the 
drug iu places adjacent to foreign territory is 
feasible. The drug will bo easily consumed 
illicitly. The prohibition can be enforced by pro¬ 
hibiting the cultivation of the drug. I think 
that the prohibition would cause serious discontent 
amongst excessive consumers only of ganja. 
There will be no political danger. I do not thin k 
that the prohibition will be followed by recourse 
to alcoholic stimulants or other drugs to any ap¬ 
preciable extent. 

36. There is no reason to think so. 

37. Charas is not used in these parts, and so 
the difference in effect cannot be explained. 

38. Flat ganja is generally used, and not round 
ganja or chur in these parts. I think flat ganja 
is more appreciated than round ganja, the effect 
of intoxication being greater in the former than in 
the latter, 

89. Smoking seems to be more injurious than 
drinking or eating. Smokers generally appear to 
he pale and weakened in constitution. The 
mental derangement amongst smokers appears to 
be appreciable. These effects do not appear to 
have been caused by drinking or eating the drug 
in any form. 

40. No. Bhang is sometimes used in the case 
of some cattle diseases as a tonic or cooling 
draught. 

41. Bhang may be to a certain extent as a 
cooling draught, as the general impression is. 

(a) Not as a food accessory but digestive. 

(S) Bhang may alleviate fatigue without pro- 
duoing bad effects. 

(e) No, so far as I know. 


Marwaiis use bhang as a cooling draught after 
exhaustion in the hot season. Seventy-five per 
cent, of them use the drug. Among consumers 
of ganja, the same number may be said to use it 
for one purpose or other mentioned in (5). 

42. I consider that the moderate use of the 
drug, except smoking ganja, seems harmless. I 
have not come across any instances in which the 
use of the drug in any other form has caused any 
appreciable injury, bodily or mental. 

43. Yes, they are. 

44. He feels a craving, and consequently the 
gratification seems to refresh him. It produces 
intoxication, during which the user may not feel 
the keenness of hunger. Ganja does not seem to 
create appetite as bhang or majum seems to do. 
The effect of intoxication seems to last for two or 
three hours. There seem to be no after-effects, 
except those produced by gradual use. The want 
of subsequent gratification produces longing aud 
consequent uneasiness. 

45. Even moderate use of ganja for smoking 
produces noxious effects, both physical and mental. 
It does impair the constitution. It seems to injure 
the digestion and cause asthma. It induces 
laziness ; but does not seem to lead to habits of 
immorality or debauchery. It seems to deaden 
the intellect. I have not seen instances in which 
the moderate use of the drug has produced in¬ 
sanity. Long use produces mental derangement, 
making the user unfit for any work requiring 
proper exercise of the intellect. 

46. The effects are in the same way more 
noxioUB in proportion. The excessive use of ganja 
by men of weak brains may produce insanity. I 
know of only one instance of: the kind. 

47. No. 

48. No. In the case I have quoted in my answer 
to question No. 46,1 have seen that the children 
of the consumer have not been affected in any way. 

49. It ib learnt that the moderate use of these 
drugs is practised as an aphrodisiac by prostitutes, 
and it iB thus more injurious than its use as an 
ordinary narcotic. The use of the hemp does not 
seem to produce impotence as a direct effect. 

50. There seems to be no difference, except in 
the degree of its effects. 

51 and 52. I have not learnt that there are, I 
do not think that any such direct connection can 
be traced, 

53, No, neither. 

54. I know of no instances. 

55, Yes, there have been a few instances in 
which bhang was mixed with food in some shape. 
I do not think complete stupefaction can be thus 
induced. 

56, The admixture of ganja with tobacco makes 
smoking easier, and that of milk or juioe of 
sugarcane makes bhang agreeable as a drink,, and 
the effect is sooner produced. Bhang is sometimes 
mixed with fried substances, in which form also 
it acts sooner. 

57. I have never seen it eaten or drunk, nor 
have I heard in my enquiries that they are. 

58. I think it is working well, but seems to 
require improvement in two respects. 

59 and 60. The cultivation and harvesting ' of 
ganja or bhang are not properly controlled. No 
special inspection is made of its cultivation, nor is 
the crop kept under proper supervision, so as to 
prevent illicit export or sale. There is nothing 1 to 



61 


prevent illicit sale to anyone having no permit or 
Beaose to sell the drug. 

81. No; and so I cannot answer the question. 

62. I think it should be, and it would be 
feasible. The Abkari Inspector may go to the place 
where the crop is grown at the time of the har¬ 
vest, have it reaped in his presence, kept in a room 
under his seal, and sold to retail vendors in his 
presence. The cultivator of the drag should be 
required to give notice of the date of reaping the 
crop, and the time when the retail dealers may re¬ 
quire the drug for sale. 

83. The objection to the system of wholesale 
sale of bhang and ganja is stated above. The 
system of retail sale is open to one objection, which 
is that the rates are not fixed by Government. 
This leaves the retail seller at liberty to unduly 
profit himself at the expense of the consumer. I 
should say that the rates should be fixed as in the 
case of opium and other like things. 


64 None. 

65. 1 think it is, so far as the present system is 
concerned. ' Some change will have to be made if 
the rates of retuil sale will be fixed. 

66 . No. 

67. No, except aq stated in my answer to ques¬ 
tion No. 63. 

68 . None. 

69. Representations from the people are consi¬ 
dered ; but there is nothing which can be called 
local option. The number of shops is practically 
the same as it was before. If the general public 
opinion be in favour of the removal of the shop, it 
should, I think, be considered. 

70. I kuow not of any. I think the imposition 
of duty on drugs used in British territory is evaded 
in very rare instances. 


28 . Evidence of Rao Bahadur Sitarah Damodar, Euzur Deputy Collector, 

Khandesh. 


1. As Daftardar (Personal Assistant) to the 
Collector of Khondesh, I have Been the whole of 
the Khandesh district during the years 1890-91, 
1891-92 and 1892-93 and have come across men 
smoking ganja and drinking preparation made 
from bhang, have made enquiries with them ns 
to the effect of the drug, and have seen hemp 
plant fields. 

2 . These definitions might be accepted for this 
district. It would, however, be well to note that 
in Sanskrit the plant is known as “vijaya” 
(promoter of success), and the Hindu mythology 
gives the history of it, that the plant was pio- 
duced when the gods were churning the ocean 
with Mount Maudara. The preparation from it 
is held as a favourite drink of Indr.i, the Hindu 
deity. 

In this district the distinctions of ganja, such 
as flat, round or chur, are not taken into con¬ 
sideration. Ganja of all the three descriptions 
is takeu under one general head “ Ganja/' and 
no preference is given to one over the other. 
Bhang likewise is known under one general head, 
“Bhang,” and the three names given are not 
used to draw any distinction in its kind. 

3 and 4. Not to my knowledge in the Khan¬ 
desh District. 

5 and 6. Require no reply. 

7. Hemp plant is cultivated in Khandesh to 
a very small extent. The object of tho culti¬ 
vation is to produce ganja, and with it the bhang, 
and for neither the fibre seed nor for to produce 
charas. The cultivation of this plant is confined 
to the Jalgaon taluka, in which an area of about 
30 acres was cultivated last year. 

8 . There has been a decrease in the area culti¬ 
vated with these plants. The reason for the 
decrease, as given by the cultivators and owners 
of fields, is that the profit from the cultivation 
is uncertain and less remunerative than other 
crops. Also it is found that the cultivation of 
this plant in Khandesh requires great trouble 
and more expense than in Nimar and the Cen¬ 
tral Provinces, the climate of which agrees 
more favourably for the production of these 
drugs than the climate of this district. 

Vol. vii. 


9 . The land selected for the cultivation of 
this plant is generally black or dusky white. 
This is richly manured every year and the cost 
of the manure is roughly estimated at Rs. 15 
per acre. In the month of May or earlier, the 
ground is well ploughed, and at the commence¬ 
ment of the season, which period the culti¬ 
vators call “ mriga nakshatra ” (commence¬ 
ment of June), the seed is sown in harrows. 
The estimated quantity of seed required per 
acre is 2 Jib. From the date the seed is put 
in the ground the shoots germinate after eight 
days, and in about a inoDtli the plant reaches the 
height of about one foot. When this height is 
arrived at the side leaves or shoots are all 
removed so as to give the fullest strength to 
the stem to thrive in height, which is not the 
case if side shoots or tranches are not removed. 
The removing of side shoots is continued till the 
plant oomes to the height of three or four feet. 
The cultivation of seed is generally two inches 
apart. After the plant is a month old, an ex¬ 
perienced man, who is able to distinguish male 
from female plants, goes to the field and roots 
out all the male plants. This pahani or in¬ 
spection work is done every week, and at each 
time the male plant and“ ardh-nari ” (half male 
and half female) plants are extirpated. Removal 
of such plants makes the cultivation scattered. The 

lent stands for about fifteen days without raiu ; 
ut after that time, if there is no rainfall, the 
field, is watered every ten or fifteen days, 
and to allow this being done, bagait land, with 
means of irrigation either by a well or pat, is 
selected for cultivation of this plant. The plant 
Generally flowers in November ; and in December 
the flowering tops are cut and collected. (A 
photograph of ganja field is appended.) 

10. The ordinary cultivators cultivate this 
plant in addition to other crops, There is not a 
special class of cultivators for this cultivation 
in Khandesh. 

11 . No. 

12. Not in Khandesh. 

13. No restriction is placed on the cultivation 
of this plant; but it being less remunerative, as 
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explained in paragraph, 8, cultivators in other parts 
do not care to take to this cultivation. It could 
be cultivated in any part of Khandesh in ordinary 
good soil, and the elevation of land from sea- 
level, climate, etc., are not against the cultivation. 

14. Ganja and bhang are manufactured in 
Khandesh in Jalgaon taluka to a small extent, 
and the quantity manufactured is estimated at 700 
Indian maunds (a mannd equal to 40 seers) of 
ganja and of about 30 maunds of bhaDg. 

15. The flowering tops are cut with a bill-hook 
in December, as mentioned in paragraph 9, and 
arranged in a layer of about a foot high on a 
ground well-beaten and the floor cow-dung. The 
side flowering tops are then cut and placed in the 
hollow places of the bed so made. This being 
done, men (generally) commence squeezing the 
layer with the sole of their feet. This is done in 
the early morning, and after it, the layer is turned 
up and exposed to the heat of the sun, and 
allowed to remain so till the morning of the next 
day, when the same operation of squeezing com¬ 
mences, The process is carried for three days, and 
the ganja is 'then fit to be stored up. The tender 
leaves whioh fall from the tops are collected and 
stored as bhang. This is all the process employed 
in Khandesh for manufacturing ganja and bhang. 
As regards preparation for smoking, the ganja is 
first well soaked in water, and, removing the seed 
and stems therefrom, the leaves are washed in 
several changes of water. It is then squeezed 
between the two palms to extract water, and then 
it is considered fit to go to the pipe. In using it, 
one part of ganja to three parts of the tobacco 
are generally taken, and the two well mixed up. 
This being done, good charcoal or coir yarn fire 
is placed on it and smoked. The process will be 
better known from the photograph (No. 4) append¬ 
ed. In the case of bhang, the leaves only are 
taken and ground on a currystone, admixing 
therein pepper and other ingredients. When all 
is ground very fine, it is strained through cloth 
and the excretal is thrown away. The extract so 
taken is generally mixed with milk in the propor¬ 
tion of one to three parts of milk, and then 
it is poured up and down, which is considered 
necessary for thorough mixture. This being 
done, the bhang preparation is fit for being drunk. 
The process would be better understood from the 
photograph (No. 5) appended. For eating the 
decoction of bhang, it is mixed with sweet things 
riehly spiced, sometimes with almonds, saffron 
or musk, and kept ready for consumers. This, 
however, is very little consumed in Khandesh. 

16. It is prepared in their houses. The other 
portion of the question requires no reply. 

17. It is general with all Hindus and Muham¬ 
madans, specially mendicants, such as gosavis, 
bairagis and fakirs ; with others sparingly. It is 
therefore difficult to say which particular class use 
it and which not, 

18. It does deteriorate in keeping, and, if kept 
for more than a year, it is fit to be thrown away 
as manure. With ordinary care it keeps good 
for 12 months. The causes of deterioration are 
that the resinous substance with which it is 
pressed is entirely dried up and evaporates from 
the leaves, and thereby the intoxicating qualities 
are lost. By keeping this article air-tight it 
might help to prevent its being deteriorated soon. 
But, since this has not been tried, nothing defi¬ 
nitely could be said in that direction. 

19. Chavas is not known iu Khandesh. Ganja 
js known and is used for smoking only and for 


no other purpose, to my knowledge, in this dis¬ 
trict. 

20. I would refer to my answer to question i7, 
and add that, amongst gosavis 90, bairagis and 
fakirs 70, pardeshis 50, and from other classes 
5 per cent, of the Hindu and Muhammadan 
population smoke ganja. It is common through¬ 
out the district, and not confined to a particular 
portion or locality. 

21. I would refer to my answer to question 2. 
No distinction is observed in Khandesh as regards 
its kind. 

22. Requires no reply, since ebaras is not used 
in Khandesh. 

23. No. 

24. The same proportion as in question 20. 
Those who are for the drug use it in either way. 
No special class can be shown. 

25. Not on an increase, but might be said to be 
on the decrease. The reason for the decrease 
appears to be (1) that there is now less tendency 
towards encouraging the sect of gosavis, bairagis, 
and fakirs, and consequently their number is fast 
diminishing; (2) that the old religious soruples 
against using alcoholic drinks are dying away 
and therefore those whose inclination is excited to 
indulge in intoxioation go to the latter, leaving 
the former, and this is what appears to be the 
cause of decrease. 

26. Ganja and bhang collectively 

(a) . .... 50 

(4) ..... 85 

(c).25 

{d) .10 

27. For (a) from pardeshis, ( b ) gosavis and 
fakirs, (c) and (d) pardeshis and others collec¬ 
tively. Under (a) and (4) the men who have 
resigned all worldly care and are scantily clad 
and fed and sheltered have, in order to forget 
their sufferings, contracted the practice. In the 
case of othors, it is regarded as a stimulant. The 
practice of drinking bhang amongst the pardeshis 
is chiefly due to the fact that they are originally 
the natives of Northern India, and as ganja or 
bhang is the ordinary staple narcotic plant in that 
province, they ge.t into the habit of using this 
drug as a drink. The preparation made for 
drinking is termed thandai (cooling draught), and 
the general belief is that it keeps them cool from, 
the excessive heat of the country, because the 
effeot of this drink is cooling. 

28. (a) Half or one tola of the drug, and in 
price 4 or 1 anna. 

( b) Three to five tolas, and in price 3 or 5 
annas the value of the drug, 

29. Ordinarily, the bhang is ground and 
drunk with sugar, pepper, and a little milk, and 
the following ingredients are used for au excep¬ 
tional or luxurious drink 

English name. Proportion* 

Tolas, 

Bhang ....... 2 

Poppy seed ... . . 4 

Aniseed ....... 

Black pepper ...... 1 

Kaohani ....... \ 

Seeds of musk melon, water melon or cucumber 1 

Rose flowers 1 

Almond seed ... . . 4 

Sugsrcandy.10 

Milk ... ... half a sear 

Water ....... one and-*- 

half aeer 
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Dbatnra is not used as an ingredient, but is 
sometimes admixed in common joke to befool 
any of their companions. 

80. Bhang and ganja is consumed chiefly by 
gosavis, bairagis, fakirs, and other religious men¬ 
dicant classes. It is consumed to a considerable 
extent by banias, Marwaris, and pardesbis. Now 
and then a Kunbi or Brahmin may be seen smok¬ 
ing ganja or drinking bbang; but the practice 
is not common. 

Among the Brahmins and the higher classes it 
is carried on in solitude, as it is considered a 
vice. Both these drugs are taken in solitude and 
in company. Its consumption is confined chiefly 
to the male sex. It is very seldom that a man 
below the age of 25 takes to these habits; hut 
when once the habit is formed, it generally does 
not leave them till death. I have not heard of 
children consuming any of these drugs. 

Charas in unknown in these parts; so that there 
is nothing to say about its consumption. 

81. The habit of taking either gauja or bhang 
is not easily formed. Occasional smokers of 
ganja and drinkers of bhaDg are seen hundreds of 
times using it; but they have no craving for it. 
Bairagis, fakirs and other mendicant classes who 
pretend fo a celibate life, form tho habit on pur¬ 
pose, as they believe that the smokiug of ganja * 
keeps them from sexual and other desires; but 
when once it is formed, the habit is difficult to 
break off. I have never yet seen a moderate j 
smoker of ganja or drinker, of bhang having a 
craving for more. It does not appear that the 
habit has a tendency to develop into excess. 

32. There are no social or religious customs 
that I can point out with regard to the con¬ 
sumption of ganja, unless the custom of bairagis 
and others of smoking ganja in company be 
called a social custom. Bhang, on the other hand, 
is consumed on both social or religious occasions. 
On fast days it is generally taken, because it 
is believed to be a sort of a cooling draught. 
Among the Hindus generally on Mahiv Shiv- | 
ratra holiday, these drinkers of bhang join 
together in a temple of tho god Shiva and drink 
bhang or ghota as it is technically called, 
in company in honour of the god, as that plant is 
supposed to be the favourite one of the deity in 
the Hindu mythology. At the time of the holi¬ 
days bhang is consumed by most people, because 
it is considered as a sort of a stimulant to help 
them to enjoy. It i? at the same time not essen¬ 
tial that bhang or ganja should be offered on 
social or religious occasions. It is left to the 
choico of the people. It is more optional than 
essential. The use of these drugs on social and 
festive occasions is temperate, and never, to my 
knowledge, led to the formation of a habit, nor 
had it any injurious effect. 

33. Occasional smoking of ganja or drinking 
of bhang is not generally regarded ns much worse 
than the smoking of tobacco. But when a mau 
has contracted the habit of being intoxicated with 
the narcotic drug, it is generally considered as 
disreputable in a social point of vieyv. From a 
religious point of view, he is not condemned, nor 
his conduct disapproved. The reason why the ubb 
of the narcotic is in disrepute is that it is supposed 
to unnerve a man and make him generally unfit 
for the ordinary duties of life. It is supposed 
also to unhinge the intellect to a certain extont. 

I do not know of any custom of worshipping the 
hemp plant practised on any occasion by any sect 
of people—at least not in this district. 


84. It would certainly be a serious inconveni. 
ence, specially to gosavis, bairagis, and other 
religions mendicant classes who have been ad¬ 
dicted to the habit to forego the consumption of 
ganja. The preparation of ganja so as to make 
it fit for being smoked, and the preparation of 
other accessories to smoking ganja, usually keeps 
these members of society devoted in their 
prayers to God and keeps them off from com¬ 
mitting crime ; but if they were deprived of the 
use of ganja, they would not know what to do 
with themselves the greater part of the day. It 
would be a serious problem with them bow to 
get through the twenty-four hours. With regard 
to the probable number of each class, I have to 
refer to my answer to questions Nos. 20 and 26. 

35. It will he difficult to prohibit the use of 
these drugs; but at the same time it will pro¬ 
duce discontent in the minds of the consumers 
of it, and the fact that religion docs not come 
in the way of using it would stand forcibly 
against prohibition. Where it is grown spon¬ 
taneously it will be consumed illicitly. I am not 
in favour of the prohibition of this drug. It 
prohibited, there will be discontent, as said above, 
amongst consumers, but there is no fear of poli¬ 
tical danger. If prohibited, those who need some 
sort of stimulant would take to alcoholic drinks 
or any other stimulant that would be found fit 
to be substituted. 

36. As an exhilarant, this drng was only consi¬ 
dered as stimulant; hut since Western ideas have 
got root into the minds of educated people, the 
religious scruples which existed against alcoholic 
drinks have been dying away, and alcoholic drinks 
are substituted in place of these drugB; and this can 
be proved by the fact that the consumption of 
this drag is on the decrease, while that of alcoholic 
drinks is on the increase, 

87. Charas is not Bold or used in this district, 

38. Only one kind of ganja (flat) is known in 
this district. 

39. The smoking of ganja is less injurious 
for the reason that the resinous substance is re¬ 
moved hv washing, and therefore its intoxication 
does not last loDg. Such, however, is not the 
case with the preparation made for drinking or 
eating. For in the case of eating or drinking, 
the leaves with its resinous substance are finely 
ground and drunk or eaten, and therefore the 
effects of intoxication are more severe in the 
latter case and last longer. 

40. By native doctors it is used as specific 
for dysentery. It is also used for some chronic 
diseases, such as rheumatism. It is also used in 
cholera cases. It is not within my knowledge 
that in KbandeBh it is used for cattle disease. 

41. (a) To a certain extent, when used moder- 
ately. 

(6) Yes, when used moderately. 

(c) Not to my knowledge. 

(d) (1) Well-to-do men ; (2) those who have 
resigned all worldly care ; and (3) such other men 
as require stimulants but cannot take alcoholic 
drinks on a religious point of view, use it. 

In case (1) it is occasional moderate; in case 
(2) excessive and habitual; and in case (8), 
habitual moderate. 

42. The moderate use of the drug is harmless 
for it is less injurious than opium, and less incitive 
towards the commission of -crime than alcoholic 
drinks. 
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43, Yes, they are. 

44, Benumbing them from ail anxieties of life; 
stimulates them to take to work; produces little 
intoxication and creates hanger. The effects of 
smoking last for a few minutes, but that of eating 
or drinking last for several hours. It cannot be 
said that it allays hunger. lu moderate use there 
are no perceptible after-effects. 

45 aud 46, Information on these points is not 
within my knowledge. 

47 and 48. This does not become a hereditary 
habit, except iu the case of gosavis aud bairagis, 
and in no way affect the children. 

49 to 54. Not to my knowledge. 

55. There are no such examples of its kind in 
Khandesh. 

66 . When hemp is used in moderation by the 
admixture of other medicinal substances, it serves 
as a tonic; but when it is taken in excess, it has 
its bad qualities like other narcotic drugs, and 
proves iujurious to the health of consumers, 
though admixture might soften a little. Dhatura 
is not used as au ingredient. 

57. There are no instances of eating ganja to 
my knowledge in Khandesh. 

58. The excise administration in respect of 
hemp drugs is working well in this district. The 
Collector, under the control and direction of the 
Commissioner of Customs, Salt, Opium aud 
Abkari, is charged with the carrying out of the 
provisions of the Akbari Act. In this he is aided 
by his assistants and other subordinate officers, 
also establishment designated as district inspectors 
.and sub-inspeotors specially employed for duties 

under the Aot. 

The import, export and transport of these drags 
are controlled by passes issued by responsible 
officers. 

The sale of the drugs is permitted under certain 
conditions of the license. The sale of drags to 
one man in one day is limited to a certain weight, 
and the possession of the drugs ovor the given 
limit is watched as an offence. Thus the burning 
desire of the consumers is tempered down to 
moderation and the spread of the vice is checked. 
Sinoe the above good objects are gained by the 
present administration, no improvement in it 
appears necessary, 

59. The present administration is not suggestive 
of any improvement. 

60. The Abkari Act, as it now stands, does not 
lay any control on cultivation of the ganja-bearing 
plant and the process of its preparation, and so 
any modification in the present system is not 
practicable. If, however, it is provided in the 
Act—(a) that the cultivators of the ganja-bearing 


plant shall obtain a pass for cultivation, (4) 
warehouse the ganja and bhang in the manner 
required of him, this will afford opportunity to the 
officers to supervise the produce and consumption 
of the drug efficiently. There being no provision 
to this effect in the Act, the oultivator might, if 
he chose, distribute the produce amongst his 
friends and others, and, when it is not proved, that 
he sold it at a price, his action will go unpunished. 

61, Charas is not produced in this district. 

62. Ganja-bearing plant is only cultivated in 
this district, and bhang is the tender leaves pioked 
of the same plant. 

66 . The present system of wholesale and retail 
vend is unobjectionable, and no improvement in it 
appears necessary. 

64. The existing regulations satisfy tho condi- 
tion in all respects, and there are no apparent 
objections to it. 

65. Ganja and bhang are not differently treated 
in this district. A form of both articles is given 
in one lump sum, and so a comparison between the 
two is not possible. Charas is not used in this 
district. There is no direct tax on bhang and 
ganja; but a sum is paid by a license-holder— 
(1) for a permissive right granted to him to sell 
these articles, for whioh tenders are invited; (2) the 
fee is levied for passes granted for importing ganja 
from other districts; and if the amount so taken is 
to be construed as a tax, the realisations on this 
account, when compared with the revenue from 
alcoholic or other intoxicants, is reasonable. 

66 . In this district flat ganja is only known, 
and so one rate is preferable. 

67. The incidence of the tax on the consumer is 
8 b considerate that there are no objections,to the 
present method of taxing being continued. 

68 . There are no such shops in this district. 

69. On the farmer applying to the Collector for 
permission to open a new shop in any locality the 
respectable people of the place are consulted. In 
case they make a statement that a shop there is 
likely to spread vice, permission is not granted; 
but, if found that a shop in that locality is a 
necessity and would remove inconvenience felt by 
the consumers, permission is granted, with the 
sanction of the Commissioner of Customs, Salt, 
Opium and Abkari. 

70. There have been no instances of the import¬ 
ation or smuggling of Such drugs from Native 
States, The users of the drug have to pay its 
price to the licensee, to whom the right of selling 
gunja is farmed out for a fixed sum, and in this 
light it might be supposed that duty is really paid 
in respect to ganja and bhang used. It is not 
obtained without payment. 


29. Evidence of Khan Bhadub Katanji Ebdalji Kanga, Farsi, Deputy 
Collector and Magistrate, Dharwar. 


1 . I have obtained the information supplied 
here from an experienced man who comes a good 
deal in contact with ganja smokers, and from 
•vendors of ganja in the Dharwar district. 

2 . Ganja is not grown in the Dharwar district; 
but the definitions given here may be accepted for 
my district. Kach gt these products is locally 
known by the names of ganji, charas, and bhaugi. 


: Charas and bhangi or bhang are not made or sold 
in the district of Dharwar. 

3, In none of the districts of which I have 
knowledge the hemp plant grows spontaneously. 

4, 5 and 6. Cannot say. 

7. There is no cultivation of the hemp plant in 
the Dharwar district. 
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8 and 9. Requires no answer, as there is no 
cultivation o£ the hemp plant. 

10. Persons who cultivate hemp do not form 
a special class ■ but they are of the same class as 
other agricultural cultivators. 

11 and 12. Cannot say. 

18. The cultivation of the hemp plant for ganja 
is not restricted in my district; but it is not culti¬ 
vated, as the cultivators iu these parts are igno¬ 
rant as to the mode of its cultivation. I am unable 
to furnish information about special conditions, 
etc. 

14. No; but ganja is imported from Satara and 
Ahmcdnagar. 

15. Preparations for ganja are made thus— 

(A) For smoking ganja is first cleaned out of 
sticks and seeds and then rubbed on the 
palm of the hand by a finger with some 
water to make it glutinous. A little tobacco 
is mixed with it. The mixture is put into 
an earthen pipe and then smoked. Rich 
people mix cardamom, nutmeg, mace, etc., 
with the mixture. 

(B) Ganja is eaten in the form of majum cake, 
described in No. 19. 

(C) It is drunk mixed with the juice of poppy 
and sugar. 

16. Bhang is not used in the Dharwar dis¬ 
trict. I am unable to answer the remaining part 
of the question. 

17. None of the preparations are made here. 

18. Bhang and eharas are not sold in this dis- 
trict. Ganja deteriorates by keeping and loses 
its effect in time. With ordinary care it keeps 
good for six months if it is kept in a dry state; 
and after six months it gradually deteriorates 
until a year, when it becomes quite useless owing 
to the drying up of the oily substance of the drug. 
No special measures will prevent deterioration— 
at least no such measure is known. 

19. The answers deal only with ganja. Ganja 
is used in this district for smoking only. The 
broken or ebur ganja is also called bhang in this 
district. It is used for eating and drinking. 
It is mixed with milk and sugar or jaggery and 
then drunk. It is also eaten by a very few of the 
labouring classes, that is about one in a thousand, 
in the form of small cakes called majum, which is 
thus prepared : Chur is well-mixed with milk, 
syrup of sugar, cardamom and nutmeg and 
saffron. The whole is made into a thick paste 
and cut into pieces of cakes. A little ganja is 
given to cattle in order that they may be able 
to digest fodder. 

20. Almost all classes of people, except Brah¬ 
mans and Lingayets, generally smoke ganja, 
though it cannot be denied that some exceptional 
cases may be met with in the latter two com¬ 
munities. About one per cent, of the population 
smoke ganja. Ganja smoking is widely practised 
in hot localities. 

21 . Flat ganja is preferred for smoking in this 
district. It is considered a great luxury. When 
this kind of ganja is not procurable, chur ganja 
is smoked. But the general practioe is to smoke 
flat ganja. 

22 . Charas is not used in this district. A few 
eharas pills were imported last year for sale from 
the village of Lengre, taluka Khanapur, district 
flataia; but there has yet been no sale for them. 


28. BhaQg is not sold in this district. The 
chur ganja is here called bhang and is smoked 
when flat ganja is not procurable. 

24. Bhang is not used in this district. 

25. The use of ganja is on the increase. About 
twenty-five years ago its consumption was limited 
to a few, because the use of the drug was con¬ 
sidered derogatory from a social point of view, 
whereas now consumers of ganja may be found 
in almost all classes of the people on whom the 
bold of society is not so great as before. 

26. The proportion of ganja consumers will 
be— 

(a) Habitual moderate oonsumers, 05 per 
cent. 

(J) Habitual excessive consumers, 10 per 
cent. 

(c) Occasional moderate consumers are ^0 
per cent. 

(d) Occasional excessive consumers are 5 per 
cent. 

27. Manual labourers make use of ganja to 
alleviate their fatigue, and this resort to ganja 
for-the sake of rest grows upon them into a 
regular habit. The classes to whioh ganja con¬ 
suming persons belong cannot be decidedly deter¬ 
mined. Persons using ganja for the sake of 
pleasure may be found in almost ail classes of the 
people. Bairagis and gosains consume the drug 
for concentrating tbeir attention on a single 
object. 

28. The average allowance and cost of each 
of these drugs per diem will be to— 

(a) One tola, at a cost of half an anna. 

(5) Two tolas, at a cost of one anna. 

29. Dried tobacco is ordinarily mixpd with 
ganja so as to render it less strong and most 
suitable to drink. And cardamom, nutmeg, mace, 
frankincense, and such other fragrant things are 
exceptionally mixed with ganja for minimising 
its bad smell. Seeds of dhatura are sometimes 
mixed with chur ganja with the object of increas¬ 
ing the intoxicating power of the ding. Nothing 
like bhang massala is prepared and sold for being 
mixed with any of these drugs. 

80. Ganja is mostly consumed in oompany, 
and only the high caste classes oonsume it in 
solitude for avoiding public censure. The con¬ 
sumption of ganja is mostly confined to the male 
sex, and in a few cases women too consume it. 
Children, on the contrary, never consume ganja. 
There is no restriction of age observed in the con¬ 
sumption of ganja. 

81. The habit of consuming these drugs is easily 
contracted by keeping company with the consumers 
of ganja, and it is very difficult to break off the 
habit when it is once formed. There is a ten¬ 
dency in the ease of ganja for the moderate 
habit to develope into the exoessive, because the 
intoxication brought on by the drug is so exhi¬ 
larating that the smoker yearns for more, and 
thus goes on increasing bis allowanoe. 

82. There are no social or religious customs 
in regard to the consumption of any of these 
drugs. But ebur ganja is drunk for the sake of 
pleasure by a very few people on the Hindu 
Shivaratri and Holi holidays, and on the new year’s 
day in the form of ghota, which is an admixture 
of ganja, sugar, and poppy juice. The drinking 
of ghota on these days is not a custom. The use 
of the drug is not regarded as essential. It is 
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generally temperate, It is not likely to lead to the 
formation of the habit, aud is not otherwise 
injurious. 

38. In this distinct those who make use of ganja 
as an intoxicating ingredient are regarded as men 
of a lower social grade, and their actions are severe* 
ly criticised. There is a public opinion, but not 
so strong as before. As the consumption of in¬ 
toxicants is prohibited according to the Hindu 
religion, those who consume them incur a certain 
amount of odium. The use of any form of the 
narcotio is generally in disrepute on account of 
religious sentiment. There is no custom of wor¬ 
shipping the hemp plant in this district. 

34. It will be a serious privation to those who 
are habituated to the excessive consumption of tiie 
drug to forego its use. The coosuinors would 
suffer from illness when they are deprived of the 
drug they are accustomed to. They will not be 
able to take their ordinary meals, and will get 
emaciated. The probable number of ganja con¬ 
sumers will be one per cent, of the total population. 

35. It will be feasible to prohibit the use of 
these drugs. The drug would be consumed 
illicitly. The use of ganja can be effectively pro¬ 
hibited by putting a stop to its cultivation. The 
prohibition will occasion serious discontent among 
the consumers. Such discontent will not amount 
to a political danger. Most of the consumers are 
said to have become cowards by the use of the 
hemp plant. It is impossible to say that the pro¬ 
hibition will be followed by recourse to alcoholic 
stimulants or other drugs. But the probabilities 
are that recourse will be had to alcoholic stimu¬ 
lants. 

36. There is no reason for thinking that alcohol 
is now being substituted for ganja. 

37. Charas smoking is not practised in this 
district. 

88 . Round ganja is n"t imported here for sale. 
The flat ganja is considered more intoxicating 
than the ohur ganja. 

89. Smoking is considered more injurious than 
drinking or eating auy of these drugs, as the 
smoke affects the brain more quickly than eating 
or drinking. 

40 . Native doctors substitute on rare occasions 
gaaja for chloroform on account of the medicinal 
quantities of the former. Ganja is also utilized 
in the treatment of cattle disease. 

41. The moderate use of ganja is beneficial in 
its effects— 

(a) as a food accessory and digestive; 

(A) to give staying-power under severe exer¬ 
tion or exposure, and to alleviate 
fatigue. 

(e) It is a popular belief here that the use of 
ganja in malarious and unhealthy 
tracts is a febrifuge and preventive of 
disease. 

About 6 per cent, of manual labourers use 
ganja for its above-mentioned properties. It is the 
moderate occasional use of the drug 1 refer to, 

42. No answer is required, as the answer to 41 
is in the affirmative. 

48. Moderate consumers of ganja are inoffen¬ 
sive to their neighbours, 

44. The immediate effect of the moderate use 
of ganja on the habitual oonsumer is that it is re¬ 


freshing, and that it produces immediate intoxica¬ 
tion, alleviates fatigue and creates appetite, but it 
does not allay hunger. The intoxication produced 
by ganja lasts for an hour. Its after-effects are 
generally attended with various emotions, such as 
the heaviness of the eyos and the production of 
cold. The want of subsequent gratification tm>. 
duces uneasiness aud longing for the drug. 

45. The habitual moderate use of ganja pro¬ 
duces noxious effects on the consumer's mind, 
conduct, and physique. It impairs the constitu¬ 
tion and injures the digestive system. It causes 
bowel complaint aud bronohitis and asthma, but 
not dysentery. It impairs the moral sense, and 
induces laziness and diminishes the power of 
understanding. It does not iuduce habits of de¬ 
bauchery, bnt creates insanity, which is temporary, 
and which is removable by the discontinuance of 
the use of ganja. The symptoms of insanity will 
be reinduced by the use of ganja after liberation 
from restraint. The eyes of the consumer grow 
red, and he presents the appearance of one deeply 
absorbed in meditations. Instances of insanes 
who have no recorded ganja history confessing to 
the use of the drug are not known. He who makes 
use of ganja to obtain relief from his mental 
anxiety or brain disease is likely to become in¬ 
sane very soon. There is no evidence to indicate 
that insanity tends to indulgence in the use of 
ganja by a person of weakened intellect. 

An account of some cases is given below 

(1) Nanesahib alias Hasansab wallad Ghud- 
usab Neeliwale of Dharwar wa6 a peon in 
the offioe of the Dharwar Municipality, and 
was notin guod terms with the Sanitary Ins¬ 
pector of that municipality. The peon wa6 
in the habit of smoking ganja. He was 
reported to his superiors for some fault. 
The peon, thinking that he would lose his 
appoiutmont, proceeded on leave from 1st 
August 1889, and commenced to smoke 
gauja intemperately. Ho began to show 
signs of insanity in the month of Decem¬ 
ber 1889. Nanesahib, being still in the 
habit of smoking ganja, continues in his 
state of insanity, and abuses those who 
speak to him. He is now thirty years old. 

(2) Halpa bin Fakirapa was a measurer in the 
Survey Department of the Bombay presi¬ 
dency. Being of weak constitution, he 
could not bear the cold climate of malarious 
districts. He therefore took to ganja smok- 
iug as a preventive of sickness. But by 
degrees be increased his doses, and conse¬ 
quently he became insane. He was there¬ 
fore removed from service. He now resides 
at Dharwar and still smokes ganja, and has 
become a confirmed insane. His age is now 
about thirty-five years. 

(3) Jinapa bin Appana Upadbyo, a Jain priest 
of Dharwar, was adopted by one Appana 
Upadhya, who left him nothing. Jinapa, 
having received nothing either from his 
natural or adopted father, took to ganja 
smoking. As he was not able to recite 
mantras of the god Jin, be was not employ¬ 
ed iu performing religious ceremonies. He 
therefore spent much of his time in smoking 
ganja. Within six months he became 
insane on account of smoking gaaja. 
Since the last four yeare lie has been resid¬ 
ing at Dharwar. He is now smoking ganja 
intemperately. 

46. All the abovementioned noxious.effect#, are 
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produced much sooner by the habitual excessive 
use of ganja than by its moderate use. 

, 47 . The habitual moderate use of ganja is not 
a hereditary habit, and does not aSect the children 
of the moderate consumer. 

48. The longing for ganja is not hereditary, 
and has no effect on the children of the excessive 
ganja consumer. 

49. Ganja is used by some persons as an aphro* 
disiac. It is so used by some prostitutes. The 
use of ganja for this purpose is more injurious 
than its use as an ordinary narcotic. It weakens 
the human body, and consequently brings on im¬ 
potence. 

60. The excessive use of ganja for the above 
purpose sooner produces deleterious effects than its 
moderate use. 

51. Of the bad characters, most gamblers are 
moderate ganja-consuroers. The general commis¬ 
sion of crimes has no connection with the con¬ 
sumption of ganja. 

52. Even in the case of excessive consumption 
crimes are not committed. 

53. Even the excessive consumption of ganja 
does not incite to unpremeditated crimes, and there 
are no instances in which indulgence in ganja has 
led to temporary homicidal frenzy. 

64. Criminals do not use ganja to fortify them¬ 
selves to commit premeditated acts of violence or 
other crimos. 

65. It is customary for criminals to induce their 
victims to partake of ganja and so stupefy them 
in order to further their bad designs. But com¬ 
plete stupefaction cannot be induced by ganja 
without admixture. Dhatura is mixed with it to 
produce complete stupefaction. 

66 . The effects of ganja used (a) in moderation 
and (A) in excess, are not modified by the admix- 
ture of other substances. Those who require strong 
narcotics mix dhatura for their personal use or for 
administration to others. 

57. Ganja is not eaten or drank to any great 
extent in this district, and hence no more inform¬ 
ation than what has already been given can be 
supplied. 

58. The present system of excise administration 
in respect of hemp drags has been working well. 

59. Requires no improvement. 

60. Ganja is not produced in this district. 

61. Charas is not produced in this district. 

62. The cultivation of the hemp plant for the 
production of bhang should be controlled by issuing 


licenses for its cultivation and for the preparation 
of bhang. 

63. There is no objection to the present system 
of the vend of ganja. 

64. No objection. 

65. The taxation of ganja is reasonable with 
reference to other intoxicants. 

66 . It is not necessary that there should be 
different rates of taxation for different kinds of 
ganja. 

67. There is no objection to the present method 
of taxing ganja. 

68 . There are no houses or shops licensed for 
the sale of these drugB or their preparations, where 
they may be consumed on the premises. 

69. Before a shop is opened in any locality the 
wishes of the people are consulted Their opinions 
are received through the mamlatdar of the laluka 
in which the shop is to be opened. Local public 
opinion ought to be given weight to. 

70. There are no facts regarding the smuggling 
of hemp drugs from Native States into the dis¬ 
trict of Dharwar. 

Oral evidence. 

Question 1 .—My personal experience is very 
limited. I have seen a few smokers and no 
more. 

Question 29 .—The matter of using dhatura is 
not within my personal knowledge. I am told 
that people who want much intoxication mix 
dhatura : not the vendors. 

Question 45 .—The cases here recorded have not 
been under my personal observation. What I 
have recorded about them is received from one 
who was formerly a ganja smoker, and having 
been punished for an offence did not resume the 
habit on release. I can add nothing to the par¬ 
ticulars given of these cases. I do not know that 
the offence committed by my informant was con¬ 
nected with ganja. He gave up the habit be¬ 
cause it was broken by his long confinement and 
for no other reason. 

Question 59 .—I have served in Ahmednngar, 
Satara and Poona, where ganja is cultivated. 
It was fifteen years ago. The ganja is sold to 
vendors in British districts. Cultivators can 
only sell to such vendors. I do not think any of 
it goes to Hyderabad ; but I do not know con¬ 
tractors could not send it without a permit. 
Dharwar ganja comes from both Satara and 
Ahmednagar. 


30. Evidence of Rao Bahadur Bapuji Mahipat Kharkar, Kayasth, Euzur 
Deputy Collector and Magistrate, 1st Class, Satara, 


1 . My answers are based upon personal observa¬ 
tions and local enquiries made in my official capa¬ 
city as Huzur Deputy Collector and Magistrate, 
1 st class. 

2. The definitions of charas and ganja as given 
here are applicable to this district. The term 
bhang is restricted to what falls off in handling 
ganja. Only the flat variety of ganja is prepared 
and sold in this district. 

S. I do not know of any. 

4 , 6 and 6. I do not know. 

7 . The hemp plant is cultivated in the Satara 
VoL viL 


district for the production of ganja alone, Abou 
300 acres of land are under cultivation in the 
Khanapur tnluka, and not more thau 15 acres in 
the Khatav and Satara talukas. 

8 . There is no appreciable increase or decrease 
in the area under cultivation. 

9. The soil for cultivating ganja is prepared 
by putting proper manure therein till the AshAd 
(about July). The preparation of soil is similar 
to that for the cultivation of sugarcane. The 
ganja seed is obtained at the rate of half to one 
seer (looal measure) per rupee, and it U generally 

L 
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brought from Nagar in the Ahmeclnagar District. 
It also can be had in the ganja-producing villages 
of this district. The seed is of blue colour, and in 
form resembles the Argad seed, but is little flat¬ 
tened. At the time of sowing the seed, the soil, 
which has already been tilled, is first made levol, 
and the next day the seed i« sown into it in a row 
by means of a bamboo pipe fixed to the plough. 
The rows are about a cubit and a half (three feet) 
apart from each other. The seed is sown in the 
rainy season at the time when the Punarwasu 
Nakshalra sets in. About one and a half to two 
seers of the seed is required for the cultivation of 
one acre of the soil. Fifteen days after the 
sowing of the seed the field is weeded with the 
implement called kolpe, and then after 8 days 
the field is weeded with the hand. The same 
process (weeding with the hand) is repeated every 
fortnight. By these processes the spontaneous 
growth of weeds is prevented between the rows of 
the crop. The intervening space between the rows 
of the crop is made soft and crumbly by repeated¬ 
ly turning it over with a kolpe at’ intervals of 
15 days at a time. This conduces to the growth 
of crop and consequent buddiug. It is necessary 
for the cultivator to engage a servant at a cost 
of about Rb. 8 a month, a fortnight after the sow¬ 
ing of the seed. Tho duty of the servant is 
to go through the crop daily, and to remove all 
male plants and plants affected with the following 
vegetable diseases. The plants are generally 
afficted by them at the top 

(1) Andia r6g.—Very 9mall organic molecules 
are formed on tue top of the plants. This disease 
generally affects the plants in the beginning of 
their growth, and lasts for about a month. 

(2) Haldia i6g affects the plant by producing 
yellow colour on the tops, and lasts till the toll 
growth of the crop. 

(3) Charka rdg is at the top.—Makee the 
flower yellow, and lasts to the end. 

(4) Sbeora r6g -—White flowers grow on the 
41 boot’” (flower top portion). 

(5) PuDda,—The seed is formed in the " boot” 
and which afterwards produces flower. 

(6) Aradnar.—From the stock to the top of 
the plant small buds are formed, whioh give rise 
to white flowers. 

(7) Kapsha r6g.—It whitens the plant. 

The process of removing the affected plants is 
continued for about three months. On lue whole, 
when the agglutinated flower tops are formed, 
the ganja is produced, but when seed is formed, 
the crop becomes usoless. When the plauts 
become three months old, they give rise to “bond” 
or “kali,” and after this they are subject to 
another disease called tndra, which causes the 
breach of the bond, wherein seed is formed. 
When the bond is formed, the plant is taken 
out of the soil and ganja is prepared. The leaves 
of the plant are broadened in proportion to the 
growth. The plant rises to about to 4 cubits. 
When the plants with b<5nde (flower tips) on them 
are removed from the field, their bonds are Dipped 
and trodden down under foot for four days on 
clean ground, and then they are collected and 
packed up. When ganja is thus prepared, it is 
fit for sale. One man can prepare a maund 
weight of ganja within four dayB by the above 
process. Six showers of rain are sufficient for a 
•good crop of ganja j if there is want of rain, the 
fetop i* to be watered artificially at intervals of 
15 4ays. No rain is required at the time of 


nipping the b6nd. If there is rain at the tine, 
the bond will not retain the resinous matter, and 
the ganja becomes of inferior quality. The plants 
themselves serve the purpose of fuel, they being 
of no other use. 

At the time of sowing ganja, the seed is thick¬ 
ly sown, as 75 per cent, of the plants, being 
male plants and affeoted with diseases, are requir¬ 
ed to be removed, and only the remaiuiug 25 per 
cent, produce ganja. 

At the beginning of Mfirgashirsha the ganja 
crop is fit to be removed from the soil, which can 
then be utilized for sowing wheat, gram, etc. 
The same soil can be appropriated every year for 
the crop of gaoja if manure is used every yeat. 

10. Hemp cultivators are of the class of agri¬ 
cultural cultivators, 

11. No. 

12 . 1 have no information. 

18. The cultivation is not restricted to any 
particular area. The growth of the ganja plant 
requires blaok soil, hot climate, and moderate 
rainfall. 

14. Ganja alone is prepared in this district. 
About 2,400 Bengal maunds of ganja are pre¬ 
pared in the talukas of Khanapur, Khatav, and 
Satara. Bhang is not specially prepared. It is 
the powder that falls off in handling ganja, and is 
used in preparations such as majum, ghdtfi, 
doodhia. 

15. Wild hemp iB not known in this district, 
and my reply refers to cultivated hemp. 

Ganja is used for smoking alone. About bnlf 
a tola of ganja is well washed and well beaten on 
the left palm with the right thumb, and quarter 
of a tola of tobacco is mixed with tho ganja, and 
the mixture is smoked. 

The powder that falls off from ganja is called 
bhang, of which the following preparations are 
made 

(1) Gh6t5 or kusumba or doodhia or ludhia : these 
are all names of the same drink. One tola bhang 
is crushed into powdefr with a stone, with water 
added to the powder. It is made up into a ball and 
put into a clean pot. The following articles are 
added to it: 40 tolas of milk, 20 tolas of sugar, 1 tola 
poppy-seed, i tola of cardamom, 2 tolas of almond. 
Little pepper is added to the mixture. This 
quantity of mixture is usually drunk by one man. 

(2) Majum, otherwise called ydkuti, is prepared 
of bhang for eating in the following manner: 40 
tolas bhang is boiled in 80 tolas of ghee. It is 
then strained and the refuse thrown away. The 
strained ghee is thoo mixed up with 8 lb of 
boiled sugar. It is then cooled in a broad and 
shallow pot. It becomes solid, and is cut into 
pieces. 

16. Bhang is generally prepared by people in 
their houses. 

17. The preparations are made by the persons 
who use them. The preparations are not sold, 
except the preparation of bhang called majum or 
yakuti. The preparation is-sold by license-holders 
alone. 

18. Cbarasis not in use in this district. Bbaag 
and ganja deteriorate if kept longer than 18 
months. They become quite useless after two 
years, and after that period they are simply useful 
as manure. 

19. Ganja and obaras are used for smoking 

only. 
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20. Charas is not used here.' Ganja is smoked 
by all classes of the native community in this 
district. The proportion is about 5 per cent, in 
the whole district. 

21. Ooly flat ganja is used in this district. 

22. Not in use. 

28. Not used for smoking. 

24. Higher classes of the Hindu community 
drink bhang, especially on certain fast days in the 
district—about 1 per 1,000. 

25. There appears neither increase nor decrease 
in the use of tiiis drug. 

26. Ganja smokers— 

(a) 80 per cent. ■>. 

(4) 10 per cent. / This is an estimate based 

(c) 5 per cent. \ on enquiries. 

(d) 5 per cent. * 

All bhang drinkers come under the head of 
occasional moderate consumers. 

27. These people come from all classes of the 
native community, and the habit is induced by 
association. 

28. (a) Two tolas and 6 pioa respectively, 

(4) Five tolas and 1J annas respectively. 

29. Dhatura is mixed up with ganja very rare¬ 
ly to secure highest possible intoxication. There 
is no bhang massala sold in this district. Please 
also see answer to No. 16. 

30. The consumption of these drugs is, as a rule, 
practised in company. It is mainly confined to 
the male sex, not to women or children. 

31. The answer is in the affirmative, 

32. There is no sooial or religious custom in 
Tegard to the consumption of any of these 
drugs. It has, however, been the fashion with 
the higher classes of the Hindu community, gene¬ 
rally of the orthodox type, to drink the bhang 
preparation on the Mahi, Shivratra holiday, a day 
sacred to god Shiva, with whom this drug was 
considered a great favourite. But this does not 
lead to the formation of any habit. 

88. The consumption of each of these drugs is 
generally regarded with disfavour on account of 
the tendency to develop into the excessive and 
consequent bad effect. 

84. It would be a serious privation in the case 
of fakirs, bairagis, and singers. But this class 
will not number more than one thousand souls in 
this district. 

35. The use of these drugs can l>e prohibited 
by preventing cultivation of the plant. No seri¬ 
ous discontent would be caused, at least in this 
district. But unless the prohibition be general, 
illicit consumption would be the result, 

86. I do not think that alcohol is being substi¬ 
tuted for any of these drugs. 

37. Cannot answer. 

88. Cannot answer. Only flat ganja is used in 
tbis district. 

89. Ganja emoking is considered more injurious 
than bhang drinking. 

40. Bhang is used by native doctors in cases of 
stomach-aches, and is given to horses to prevent 
cold. 


41 and 42. I do not know. 

43. These persons are inoffensive to their neigh¬ 
bours. 

44. Ganja smoking in the case of habitual con¬ 
sumers is refreshing, produces intoxication, allays 
hunger, and creates appetite. The iutoxicatiou 
from ganja smoking lasts for about three hours. 
The intoxication from bhang drinking lasts for 
twelve hours. 

45. Moderate use of bhang drink and ganja 
smoking does not appear to bring about any of 
these results. 

46. Excessive ganja smoking appears to bring 
on craziness of mind bordering on insanity. 1 
sent one Hari Irimbak Hanade to the Lunatic 
Asylum, Poona, ou the 11th Jauuary 1892, He 
was given to excessive emoking of ganja before his 
insanity, and this is said to be one of the causes 
that brought ou the insanity. 

47. The habitual moderate use of ganja or 
bhang does not appear to be a hereditary habit. 
It does not affect the children of moderate con¬ 
sumers. 

48. Ditto as regards excessive oonsumers. 

50. Excessive ganja smoking is said to produce 
impotence. 

5 i and 52. As a rule, the criminal tribes, such 
as Mangs and Bamoshig, seldom use any of these 
drugs. 1 do not think the moderate use of these 
drugs has any connection with crime in geueral 
or with any special crime. 

53. Excessive indulgence resulting in insanity 
incites to unpremeditated crime Ido not know 
of any case leading to homicidal frenzy. 

54. These drags are not used by criminals in 
the manner specified. 

55. I have not heard of any such instances on 
enquiries made. 

Complete stupefaction can, I hear, he brought 
about by the admixture of dhatura with the pre¬ 
paration of bhang called yakuti, 

57. Not eaten or dmnk in this district. 

58. The present system works well. 

60, Ganja is produced in this district. The 
plantation and process of manufacture of ganja are 
sufficiently controlled. 

01. Charas is not produced in this district. 

62. No such cultivation in this district for 
bhang alone. 

63 and 64. No. 

65. I think it is reasonable. 

66 Only the flat kind of ganja is so sold in 
this district. 

67. No. 

68 . There are no snob houses for consumption 
on premises. 

69. The wishes of the people are consulted. 
The opinion of the villagers of the village where 
a shop is to be opened is obtained by the Collector 
through the mamiatdar before a new shop is 
opened. 

70. Duty is paid in respect of ganja consumed 
in this district. 
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31. Evidence of Rao Bahadur Rango Ramchandra Bhardt, Deputy Collector and 
Native Assistant to the Commissioner , Poona, Central Division. 


1. I am a native o£ the Southern Mahratta' 
country, for which I have to give evidence, and 
’have served Government in different capacities in 
the revenue branch for more than ten years in that 
country, I have spent nearly the whole of that 
period in the Dharwar district. I have served only 
for a few months in the Belgaum and Bijapur 
districts. During almost the whole period of my 
service in the Dharwar district I was a travelling 
officer. I had then opportunities of knowing the 
habits and customs of the people of that district; 
hut cannot say that I then acquired such know¬ 
ledge of the subject as would enable me to answer 
fully and properly the questions put to me by the 
Commission. I am framing my answer to the 
questions from the results of the enquiries that I 
have recently made under the directions contained 
in paragraph 1 of Government Resolution No. 
6601, dated the 11th September 1893, Revenue 
Department. 

2. Dr. Prain's definition of ganja and charas 
may be accepted for the Southern Mahratta 
country. Ganja which is sold in that province is 
flat ganja. Round ganja and chur or broken 
ganja are unknown in that province. The defi¬ 
nition of bhang as given by Dr. Prain does not 
hold good in that province, as ganja which is 
reduced to powder either at the time when flat ganja 
is prepared or subsequently when it is deposited in 
bags or packages is sold as bhang there. Bhang 
is locally known among the Canarese-speaking 
people by the name of b/iungi. 

3. The hemp plant does not grow spontaneously 
in any of the districts of whioh I have knowledge. 

4. 6 and 6. Fide answer to tho preceding 
question. 

7. Yes; for production of only ganja and bhang. 
The cultivation of the plant for that purpose is I 
carried on only in the Bijapur district, and to a 
very small extent. The area under such cultivation 
in that district was 13 acres in 1S02-9S, 3 acres 
in 1891-92, and only 1 acre in each of the preced¬ 
ing three years In the Dharwar district the 
plaut is not at all cultivated, and in the Belgaum 
district only 2 acres were under its cultivation in 
the year 1889.90. Since that year there has been 
no cultivation of the plant in that district for any 
purpose. 

8. The figures given in the answer to the pre¬ 
ceding question will 6liow that the area under such 
cultivation is itself inconsiderable. 

9. Mode of cultivation .—The land in which 
ganja is to be grown is first ploughed with a 
heavy hoe called ukki kunti and levelled. Ganja 
seed is then drilled in it in July or August, the 
process of sowing resembling in every respect 
that of sowing ordinary jowari, but the space 
between the rows being wider. If rainfall be not 
sufficient, the crop is watered once or twice a week. 
Generally hand-weeding is resorted to in addition 
to the use of a yedi kunti or grubber. When the 
plants grow to a height of about two feet, the 
operation of selecting and uprooting the male 
plants by experts commences with a view to protect 
the female plants from running into seed and thus 
damaging the entire crop. When the plants grow 
to maturity, which requires a period of about four 
months, the flowering tops and leaves are cut off. 
The height of a ganja plant ranges from 6 to 8 
feet. 


10, No; they are of the same classes as other 
agricultural cultivators. 

11 and 12. No. 

13. The cultivation of the hemp plant for ganja 
is, as already remarked in my answer to question 
No. 7, carried on now to a very small extent only 
in the Bijapur district. I am told that only 
garden or irrigated land is fit for the cultivation 
of the hemp plant for producing gauja, and that 
localities where rainfall is heavy are unsuited to it. 
I am unable to state what other special conditions 
are necessary for the cultivation of the plant. The 
only part of the Southern Mahratta country 
where the cultivation of the plant would be impos¬ 
sible seems to me to be the western portion of the 
Belgaum district and the western aud the southern 
portions of the Dharwar district.. 

14. Yes; only ganja and bhang are prepared, 
but to a very small extent, in the Bijapur district. 
Charas is nowhere prepared in the Southern 
Mahratta country. 

15. Manufacture of ganja and bkang.~-1he 
flowering tops and leaves cut from the plants are 
stacked in a place and trodden while in a (green 
state for three or fonrd ays, and, when dried, 
they are winnowed. The flowering tops flattened 
constitute what is known as flat ganja, and the 
powder formed during the process is used as 
bhang. 

Preparation of ganja fur smoking.—Aitev the 
seeds and stems are picked out of flat ganja, it is 
soaked in water and well cleansed. Then the 
water is pressed out of it to the last drop, and it 
is mixed with tobacco and smoked. 

Use of bhang for eating majum in Bhartoar.— 
Bhang is levigated in a mortal- with milk, and 
[ then strained through a piece of cloth. This 
strained liquid, with powdered nutmeg, mace, 
saffron, and other spices, is mixed with simple 
syrup prepared fresh. The mixtnre is then spread 
on a wooden stood, and whon it becomes hard it is 
cut into pieces. 

Majum in Uvbli. —Bhang, on being fried in a 
little of ghi, is nicely pounded and passed through' 
a piece of cloth. The powder, which is called 
fakki, is then mixed with syrup prepared fresh. 
The mixture is spread on a flat stone, and when it 
becomes hard it is cut into pieces. 

The mode of preparing majum adopted in the 
Southern Mahratta country, as described above, 
materially differs from that adopted in Poona, 
which is as described below. 

GaDja mixed with ghi, in the proportion of 2 
seers to 1 seer of ghi, is boiled in water in a wide¬ 
mouthed vessel. Water is from time to time 
poured into it as it evaporates. After about 12 
hours the decoction turns green, which is an in¬ 
dication that the ganja is well boiled. The decoc¬ 
tion is then strained through a piece of cloth, and 
the ghi, which comes up when the decoction i» 
cooled, is used in proparing majum, yakuti, 
gulkand, and sbrikhand. 

Majum and yakuti are cakes made of ghi thu* 
prepared and syrup mixed with differont kinds of 
spices and nutritious substances, and sbrikhand is 
made of gbi prepared as described above and 
jaggery boded. Yakuti differs from majum only 
in respect of its containing saffron, which gives it a 
yellowish colour. 
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Gulkand is conserve of roses mixed with ghi 
prepared as described above. 

The only kind of pweetmeat known in the 
Southern Mahratta country is majum, The sweet¬ 
meats known in the Deccan by the names of 
yakuti, shrikhand, and gulkand are unknown in 
the Southern Mahratta country. 

Preparation of bhang for drinking ghota .— 
Bhang is levigated in water, and this levigation is 
strained through a piece of cloth. Poppy seed is 
also levigated and mixed with the liquid bhang. 
Sugar and powder of cardamom, nutmeg, mace, 
black pepper, saffron and ginger are also added to 
the mixture. This mixture is used by rich persons, 
while the poor substitute jaggery for sugar, and 
do not make use of the spices. This mode of pre¬ 
paring ghota is adopted iu the Dbarwar district, 
while in the Bijapur district bhang is parched a 
little before it is levigated for the preparation of 
the drink. 

Boja ,—Some years ago an intoxicating prepara¬ 
tion made of jowari mixed with bhang, called 
boja, used to be sold in the Dbarwar district under a 
license, jit was then used chiefly by Muhammadans, 
Holers (Mahers), and Bedars (Ramoshis). The 
form of preparing and selling that drink is not 
nOw sold. As the mode of preparing it entails a 
good deal of trouble, 1 believe it is not now much 
used by the people. 

16. No; bhang is purchased from the persons 
licensed to sell it. As stated in my answer to 
question No. 2, it is only the powder of ganja 
found iu the bags or packages containing the latter 
drug, and is less efficacious and cheaper than ganja 
itself. Bhang can be prepared from the hemp 
plant wherever grown; but bhang prepared from 
the plant growing in a place not specially fit for 
its cultivation is considered to. be inferior in quali¬ 
ty. As stated in my answer to question No. 3, 
the wild plaut is not grown anywhere in the Sou* 

' them Mahratta country. 

17. The preparations of the hemp drug are not 
restricted to any particular classes of the people. 
The people of any class can prepare them. The 
persons who grow the plant prepare ganja and 
bhang. The persons having licenses to sell the 
drug or their servants make the preparations of the 
drug for eating. Generally the preparations for 
smoking and drinking are made by the persons 
using them in their own houses. 

18. Ganja and bhang deteriorate by keeping. 
They keep good with ordinary care for about a 
year. .They quite lose their effect after two years. 
No particular causes of deterioration can be assign¬ 
ed. The drugs naturally lose their efficacy and 
become unfit for use after the lapse of time, as 
above stated. It is said that the deteriorated 
drugs, if used, produce an unpleasant sensation of 
heat in the stomach. No special measures can be 
taken to prevent deterioration. As charas is not 
much used or tried in this part of the country, 
nothing can be said as to how long it keeps good 
with ordinary care and why it deteriorates by 
keeping. 

19. Charas is rarely used, and it is used only 
for smoking. Ganja is used for smoking as well 
rs for preparing medicines. It can be said that 
it is used also in preparing a kind of sweetmeat 
known by the name of majum, inasmuch as bhang, 
which, it is stated, is used in preparingthat sweet¬ 
meat in the Southern Mahratta country, is nothing 
but ganja reduced to powder accidentally. 

20. As stated in my answer to question No. 19, 
charas is rarely used- Good many people smoke 


ganja in all the districts in the Southern Mahratta 
country. The classes of the people who smoke 
it are generally bairagis, gosavis, fakirs, sants, 
weavers, labourers, and meuial servants, mendi¬ 
cants who travel about the country, and musical 
performers of lower classes. It is difficult to 
estimate even approximately the proportion of the 
people smoking ganja, inasmuch as ganja and 
bhang are sold under one license, and information 
relating to the quantity consumed of each of these 
drugs separately is not available. 

The latest year for which information relating 
to the quantity of ganja and bhang consumed is 
available for all the three districts is 1891-92. 
During this year the quantity consumed in the 
Dbarwar district was 1,110 maunds and 17 seers, 
ie., 1,11,034 tolas. This gives 8,042 tolas per 
diem. Taking three-fourths of a tola as the 
average quantity consumed per diem by a habi¬ 
tual moderate consumer, the total quantity con¬ 
sumed per diem, i.e., 8,042 tolas, gives 4,056 as 
the approximate number of habitual moderate 
consumers in the Dbarwar district, i.e., ‘82 per 
cent, of male adult population(497,100). As the 
number of habitual excessive consumers is small 
and oannofc be ascertained, it is left out of consi¬ 
deration. Estimated in the same way, the pro¬ 
portion in the Bijapur and Belgaum districts is 
•10 and "14 per cent., respectively. 

21 . Only flat ganja is usfid for smoking in the 
Southern Mahratta country. 

22. As already stated, charas is rarely used. 
What is used is foreign, and is imported, it is said, 
from Poona. 

23. Bhang is rarely used for smoking. It is 
used for that purpose only when ganja cannot be 
had, which seldom happens. 

24. People of all classes in all the districts use 
bhang for eating or drinking. It is difficult to 
say, for the reasons given in my answer to question 
No. 20, what proportion of the people use it for 
those purposes. It is used more extensively for 
eating in the shape of a kind of sweetmeat called 
majum 1 than for drinking. But the number of 
people using the drug either for eating or for drink* 
ing is not, I believe, so large as that of people 
using ganja for smoking. 

25. I can say unhesitatingly that the use of 
ganja and bhang is on the increase in the Dbarwar 
district. The quantity of the drugs consumed in 
that district duringthe year 1891-92 was more 
than thrioe as much as the quantity consumed in 
that district during the year 1883-84 —vide state¬ 
ment hereto appended. Further, the amount 
of license fees realised in that district during the 
past year, 1892-98, as compared with that for the 
year 1888-84, represents an increase of more than 
76 per cent —vide statement above referred to. 
This increase is no doubt due partly to the increase 
in the population during the past ten years, 
which is about 19 per cent. But considering 
that, as reported by the mamlatdars of Dharwar 
and Hubli in that district, there has been no 
rise in the retail sale price during the past 
ten years, l conclude that the increase in the 
revenus is chiefly attributable to the increased 
use of the drugs. The figures for the Bijapur 
district as regards the quantity of the drugs 
consumed are available only for some of the 
past ten years, and they show a decrease in the 
quantity consumed lately. But the amount of the 
license fees realised in that district during the past 
year, 1892-9.3, as compared with that for the year 
1883-84, represents an increase pf more than 178 
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per cent., and as compared with that for the year 
1888-89, shows an increase of more than cent, per 
cent. This increase may be due to some extent to 
competition, and is no doubt partly due to the in¬ 
crease in the population, which is about 24 per 
cent.; but, as it is reported by the mamlatdar of 
Bijapur that the retail sale price has been uniform 
since 1887-88, I conclude that the increase in the 
revenue is to a great extent due to the increased use 
of the drugs in this district too. For the Bel- 
gaum district information as regards the quantity 
of the drugs consumed is available only for the 
last two years. No conclusion can be drawn from 
this information. The amount of the license-fees 
realised during the past year, 1892-93, as com¬ 
pared with that for the year 1883-84, represents 
an increase of more than 44 per cent.; but the in¬ 
crease during the preceding three years was not so 
high: it was only 16 per oent. The retail sale 
price is reported to have risen from 8 annas to 10 
or 12 annas per lb since 1891-92. Considering 
the increase in the population, which is about 17 
per cent, during the past 10 years, and the rise 
in the price lately, I am not prepared to say that 
the use of the drugs is on the increase in this dis¬ 
trict. 

26. It is difficult to estimate the proportion, 
but I can say only that habitual excessive consu¬ 
mers and occasional excessive consumers are con¬ 
siderably few. Occasional moderate consumers 
are also few. A large number of the consumers 
is, I believe, made up of habitual moderate con¬ 
sumers. 

27. Habitual excessive consumers are mainly 
taken from bairagis, gosdvis, and fakirs, and 
habitual moderate consumers belong to these 
and other classes of the people mentioned in my 
answer to question No. 20, Occasional moderate 
consumers and occasional excessive consumers will 
be found in any class of the people; but, as al¬ 
ready remarked, such consumers are, 1 believe, 
considerably few in number in the Southern 
Mahratta country. The habits of bairagis, gosa- 
vis and fakirs, who are generally habitual exces¬ 
sive consumers, are well known. They are the most 
indolent and useless persons in the world. They 
wander about the country begging, and indulge 
in the use of the drugs. Many illiterate persons 
acquire the habit of using the drugs with the as¬ 
sociation of these beggars. Some acquire the 
habit by using the drugs on account of their 
medicinal qualities. Some acquire it by using 
the drugs under the belief that they produce con¬ 
centration of thoughts. People of the working 
class and musical performers acquire the habit by 
using the drugs as stimulants alleviating their 
fatigue. Such people are generally habitual mode¬ 
rate consumers. Occasional moderate or occasion¬ 
al excessive consumers are generally persons who 
use the drugs on Malia Shivratra, or such other 
days on which they are prevented by their religion 
from resorting to alcoholic stimulants. Some of 
this class of consumers happen to use the drugs 
when offered by their friends or acquaintances, 
who are either habitual moderate or habitual exces¬ 
sive consumers. 

28. The average allowance and cost of ganja 
and bhang per diem to each of the two classes of 
consumers is detailed below 

(a) Habitual moderate consumers— 

Weight, tolas. Cost, pies. 

Ganja for smoking . . . £ to 14 . 3 to 9 

Bbang for eating or drinking . Weight cannot 

be ascertained . 2 to 4 


(b) Habitual excessive consumers— 

Tolas, Annas. 

Ganja for smoking , . , 2 to 5 , 1 to 2$ 

Bhang for eating and drinking . Weight cannot 

be ascertained .. 4 to 8 

Prices are not the same in the three district!. 
The figures herein given represent the maximum 
prioes. 

29. Tobacco is ordinarily mixed with ganja 
for smoking by all the classes of consumers. It 
is mixed with the object of lessening or removing 
the bitterness of the drug, which is supposed 
to produce cough, and with the object of temper¬ 
ing the effeots of the preparation, and making it 
agreeable to the constitution. Sometimes carda¬ 
moms, nutmeg, mace and olibanum are mixed 
with ganja in addition to tobacco in order to 
have a fragrant smell. What ingredients are 
mixed with different kinds of preparation made 
for eating and drinking is mentioned in answer 
to question No. 15. Dhatura is mixed either 
with ganja for smoking, or with any preparation 
made of bhang for eating or drinking, only by 
habitual excessive consumers, in order to enhance 
the intoxicating quality of the drug, 

No special preparation known by the name 
of bhang massala is sold for the purpose of being 
mixed with any of the drags. 

SO. The higher classes of the people use the 
drugs in solitude or in company ; but bairagis, 
osdvis, fakirs and other lower classes of the people 
o not care much for privacy while using the 
drugs. The consumption of the drugs ia mainly 
confined to the male sex and to adults only. 
Children do not consume any of these drugs in 
the Southern Mahratta country. 

31. The habit of consuming the drugs is easily 
formed among the illiterate people when they 
come in oontact with the people making use of 
them, and it is difficult to break off. There is a 
tendency in the case of all of these drugs for the 
moderate habit to develop into the excessive. 

32. No custom, social or religious, in regard to 
the consumption of any of these drugs exists in 
the Southern Mahratta country. 

83, The consumption of any of these drags is 
generally regarded as a vice. It can be said from 
the social point of view that the use of any form 
of the narcotic is generally in disrepute. The con¬ 
sumers of the drugs, except bairagis, gosavis, and 
fakirs, are ashamed to admit freely, when ques¬ 
tioned, that they use the drugs. This itself is 
sufficient to show that the use of the drugs lowers 
the persons using them in tbe estimation of the 
public. A man speaking at random is generally 
compared to a ganja or bhang consumer. This 
sentiment of the people is attributable to the 
intoxicating qualities of the drugs, which affect 
more or less injuriously the physical and mental 
condition of the consumers when the drugs are 
immoderately used. No custom of worshipping 
the hemp plant on any occasion by any sect of 
tbe people exists in the Southern Mahratta coun¬ 
try. 

34. Yes; only to bairagis, gosavis, fakirs, and 
other excessive consumers. The only reason that 
I can assign is that these people are so much ad¬ 
dicted to the use of the drugs that they oare 
more for the drugs than for their food. I 
regret I am unable to state, even approximately, 
the number of such people. It is, I shoyld say, 
considerably small in the Southern Mahratta coun¬ 
try. 

35, I think it would be feasible, or at least it 
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would not be impossible, to prohibit the use of the 
drugs ; but it is not quite necessary to do so. 
The entire prohibition would, no doubt, cause 
serious discontent among the habitual excessive 
consumers, such as bairagis, gosavis, fakirs, and 
mendicants,* but I do not think that such discon¬ 
tent would amount to a political danger, as such 
persons carry no influence with the public in 
general, and are limited in number in the South¬ 
ern Mahratta country. Considering the baneful 
effect the use of the drugs produces on the mental 
and physical condition of the persons using them 
immoderately, I am humbly of opinion that it is 
absolutely necessary that the consumption of the 
drugs should be restricted as far as possible. If 
the drugs become dearer and scarce, the consumers 
will naturally be more economical and prudent 
than now in using them. The consequence will 
be that the number of excessive consumers will 
gradually deorease, and some of the moderate 
consumers will, perhaps, substitute tobacco for 
ganja for smoking. I do not think that any con¬ 
siderable number of such people will have recourse 
to alcoholic stimulants if further restrictions be 
placed on the consumption of the drugs. 

36. No; I do not think that alcohol is now 
being, to any considerable extent, substituted for 
any of the drugs. 

37. Charas is rarely used in the Southern 
Mahratta country ; so nothing can be said of the 
effects it produces from smoking. 

38. Only one kind of ganja is used in the 
Southern Mahratta country. 

30. Only ganja is used for smoking, and smoking 
is considered as more injurious than drinking or 
eating any of the preparations of the hemp drugs, 
as it affects the brain quicker than drinking or 
eating. 

40. Yes; ganja is used by native doctors in 
preparing medicines on diseases such as asthma, 
dysentery, diarrhoea, dyspepsia. It is used also 
iu the treatment of cattle disease. 

41. The moderato use of bhang for drinking or 
eating is stated to be, and may be, beneficial in 
its effects, as described in clauses (a) and (i) of 
the question; but I doubt whether the moderate 
use of ganja for smoking is beneficial in its effects 
in any way. Persons who actually consume the 
drug say that the moderate use of it is beneficial 
in its effects as preventive of disease in malarious 
and unhealthy tracts ; but much reliance cannot 
be placed on their statements. They naturally 
extol the qualities of the drug they use. Gen¬ 
erally the habitual moderate consumers of the drugs 
use them for the purposes mentioned above. 

42. I consider the moderate use of bhang for 
drinking or eating is harmless; but I cannot say 
that the moderate use of ganja for smoking is 
harmless, as it is stated by a native medical officer 
that smoking affects the brain quicker than drink¬ 
ing or eatiug any preparation made of the drug. 

43. Moderate consumers are iuoffensive to their 

neighbours. 

44. The immediate effects of the moderate use 
of any of the drugs is stated to be refreshing for 
a time. It produces intoxication. It allays 
hunger for a time, i.e., while the consumer is under 
intoxication. The effect of smoking is stated to 
last tor two or three hours; hut that of eatiug or 
drinking any of the preparations made of the 
drug is stated to last even for a day. The after¬ 
effect is stated to be drowsiuess. The want of 
Subsequent gratification does produce longing or 
uneasiness. 


45. In giving information on this subject, a 
native medical officer iu the Dharwar district 
states -‘'Even the moderate use produces noxious 
effects, physical, mental, and moral. It im¬ 
pairs the constitution by making it lean (absorb¬ 
ing all fat); prolonged use makes the digestion 
bad. It causes bowel complaint and bronchitis. 
It induoes laziness, deadens intellect, and produces 
insanity in some cases. It causes mostly perma¬ 
nent derangement of the brain/' I think that 
officer's statement, quoted above, applies to ganja. 
Some of the persons whom I have consulted in 
Pooua say that the habitual moderate use of any 
of the drugs does not produce any noxious effects 
—physical, mental, or moral—provided the con¬ 
sumer is well fed. I can 6ay that, at least in the 
case of poor people who hardly get sufficient 
nutritious food, the habitual moderate use of 
ganja for smoking, to which only they are gener¬ 
ally addicted, produces" the noxious effects as de¬ 
scribed above. 

46. The habitual excessive use of any of the 
drugs does, in my opinion, produce noxious effects 
—physical, mental, and moral. Rao Bahadur 
Rudragowda Artal, District Deputy Collector, 
Bijapur, in his report on ganja, a portion of which 
has been quoted by the Commissioner of Customs, 
Salt, Opium and Abkari in his report No, 4752, 
dated the 11th September 1893, to Government, 
on this subject, states :—•“ Irrespective of the 
medical opinion or religious view regarding the 
use of the drag, I humbly beg to state that its 
use in the manner described by me has produced 
demoralizing effects upon the physical and moral 
condition of the ignorant masses, and in some 
instances to such an extent that I have seen 
persons becoming lunatics or half mad owing to 
the intemperate use of the drag, and whose fami¬ 
lies have been reduced in many cases to strait. 
A sort of frenziness or madness gains over the 
smokers, whioh makes them indifferent to worldly 
matters, and all energy and activity are lost for 
any work * * * . The baneful results have 
been that some of the smokers, when unablo to 
work and support their families, abandon them 
to their fate and go abroad as sadhus or 
fakirs." From what I have 6eeu and heard of 
the habitual excessive smokers of ganja, I fully 
endorse the opiniou expressed by Eao Bahadur 
Rudragowda Artal. 

47. No. 

48. The habitual excessive use of any of the 
drags also cannot be said to be a hereditary habit, 
and does not affect in any way the children of the 
excessive consumers. 

49. It is stated that the drug is used as an 
aphrodisiac, and that few prostitutes use it. The 
u>e of the drug for this purpose is considered more 
injurious than its use as an ordinary narcotic, 
inasmuch as it gradually affects injuriously the 
procreative power. I have not got information 
as regards the form in whioh the drug is used for 
this purpose iu the Southern Mahratta country; 
but I am told that preparations made of ganja for 
eating, such as majum and yakuti, are used for 
this purpose in Poona, and that persons using 
them drink milk after they use the sweetmeats. 
I am given to understand that the use of the drug 
in the form of sweetmeat for this purpose does 
not produce any injurious effoct if milk be drunk 
after its use. 

60. From what a bairagi in Poona said in 
answer to my question, I am led to believe that 
habitual excessive use of ganja for smoking pro¬ 
duces impotence. 
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61. I do not think so. Neither the moderate 
nor excessive use of any of the drugs has any 
close connection with crime iD general, or with 
crime of any special character. 

52. Tide auswer to question No. 51. 

58. No; I am not aware of any case of the 
kind. 

54- I do not think so. 

55. It seems from what Kao Bahadur Rudra- 
gowda, District Deputy Colleotor, Bijapur, has 
written in his report, which is quoted by the 
Commissioner of' Customs, Salt, Opium and 
Abkari, in bis report to Government, No. 4752, 
dated the 11th September 1898, that criminals, 
in order to further their designs, sometimes induce 
their victims to partake of ganja mixed with 
madan-masta, madan-kamsi and dhatnra, and so 
stupefy themselves I do not think that com¬ 
plete stupefaction can be thus induced by this 
drug without admixture. 

56. I am unable to answer this question, as I 
have not received proper information ou this 
point. 

57. Some years ago I had an occasion of observ¬ 
ing the effects which the use of bhang for drink¬ 
ing produced on a novice. If I recollect well, the 
individual who used it began to act like a mad¬ 
man. When it seemed that he was highly intoxi¬ 
cated, he was kept in a dark room and given an 
antidote, which gradually restored him to his 
proper senses. I think he was only drowsy the 
whole night and had no sound sleep. 

58. I consider the present system is capable of 
some improvement. 

59. The only suggestions that I can make are 
(1) that the maximum quantity at present fixed, 
40 tolas, for retail sale to, and possession by, one 
person, should be reduoed to 10 tolas; (2) that 
minimum retail sale prices of the drugs should be 
fixed; and (8) that the rata of duty on import, 
export and transport of the drugs should ba 
enhanced. I make these suggestions with a view 
to restrict the use of the drugs as far as possible 
for the reasons given in my auswer to question 
No. 85. 

60. Yes; I thiuk so. The present system re¬ 
quires no modification in this respect. 

61. Charas is not produced in the Southern 
Mahratta country. 

62. No. 

63. The only suggestion that I have to make 
is, as already stated, that, tbe minimum retail sale 
prices of the drugs should be fixed. 

64. In order to enhance the price of the drugs, 
I propose that the present rate of duty on import, 
export and transport of the drugs should be 
doubled. 

65. At present ganja and bhang are sold under 
one liceuss, and the rate of taxation on both 
the drugs is the same. The present taxation on 
the drugs, as oompared with that on alcohoiio and 


other intoxicants, is considerably light. I am of 
opinion that tbe minimum; rate of retail sale 
price of ganja should be fixed at R2-.8 per lb., 
and that of bhang at 10 annas net lb. The 
highest rate at which ganja is sold by retail is 
ft I-4 per lb, and that at which bhang is sold by 
retail is 2 annas per lb. If tbe rates proposed by 
me be adopted, the drugs will be dearer and tbe 
consumers will naturally be more economic and 
’ considerate iu using them than now. 

66. Only one kind of ganja is produced in the 
Southern Mahratta country. 

67. I consider the present method of taxing the 
drugs entails a very light incidence of the tax on 
the consumer, and 1 am of opinion that it should 
be improved, as suggested in my answer to ques¬ 
tion No. 65. 

68. Sometimes consumers use drugs on the 
premises of the shops licensed for the sale,of the 
drugs. I am of opiuion that they should be 
strictly prohibited from using them there, 

69. From the enquiries made it seems that tbe 
wishes of trie people are consulted before a shop 
is opened, iu some districts through mamlatdars 
and village officers. It is necessary that local 
public opinion should be considered invariably. 

7d. There are none. I think uuty js really 
paid in respect of tbo drugs used. 1 caunot say 
that there is any general nse of untaxed drugs in 
the Southern Mahratta country. 


Statement referred to in the answer to 
question No. 25. 
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Belganm 

.• 

' 

1888-8$ 

1884-8* 

1895-88 

1888- 87 
1897-88 
1888-88 

1889- 90 
1880-91 
1891-98 
1888-95 

864,014 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

&; 

Do 

1.013,261 

Do. 

2,781 

9,844 

3,223 

3,872 

4,031 

8,960 

8,13« 

3.163 

S,)66 

3,036 

180.21 

176-4 

... 

2 10 
1-7 

Dharwar 

.< 

’ 

- 

1883- 84 

1884- 85 
1888-06 

1888- 87 
18S7-88 
1088-*>9 

1889- 80 

1890- 91 

1891- 93 
1892*93 

882.907 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

1,061,314 

Do, 

0,107 

6,256 

0,080 

7,605 

10,600 

11,026 

11,000 

9.660 

11,180 

10,800 

346-6 

406-14 

692-24 

840-28 

849-5 

880-42 

833-10 

1.117*2 

1,110-17 


2-33 

1*14 

1*24 

2-49 

0-35 

7-26 

2-23 

Bijapur 

.« 

■ 

i 

1883- 84 

1884- 86 

1885- 88 

1886- 87 

1887- 88 

1888- 89 

1889- 90 
1800-91 

1891- 91 

1892- 93 

638,493 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do, 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

790,339 

Do. 

1.678 
1,796 
1,486 

1.400 

1.679 
2,015 
2,066 
2,626 
3,610 

4.400 

150-31 

22411 

436-0 

136-0 

113-0 

... 

... 


12. Evidence of Rao Bahadur Rudragowda Chanvirgowda Artal, Lengayet, 

Deputy Collector, Bijapur. 


1. By coming in contact with the masses as 
well as by observing the health and conduct of 
persons addicted to tbe vice, and also by visiting 
places where sadhus or saints reside. 


2. Tbe definitions of ganja and charas herein 
given may be accepted as correct for this district. 
Tbe ganja manufactured and sold here is flat 
ganja. 
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8. In none of the districts in the Southern 
Mahratta country the hemp plant grows sponta¬ 
neously. 

4. The plants do not grow wild here. 

5 and 6. As the plant does not grow wild here, 
I am unable to answer these questions, 

7. The hemp plant has been cultivated only 
at Bijapur on & very small scale for the produc¬ 
tion of ganja and bhang only for the last two 
years. Chares is not prepared here. The plant 
is grown in this part of the country as a narcotic 
and not as a fibre plant. The area sown in 1892 
at Bijapur was about 18 acres. 

8. The area under hemp plant in 1893 is only 
about 44 acies, The reason for the decrease in the 
area under cultivation is due to the fact that there 
is a considerable stock in band of. the yield of the 
last year. 

9. As regards the method of cultivation, I 
beg to refer to paragraph 3 of my report, No. 562, 
dated the 80th August last, printed at page 7 ot' 
the note submitted to Government by the Com¬ 
missioner of Customs, Salt, Opium and Abkari, 
with his letter No. 4752, dated 11th September 
1893. 

10. The person who has been cultivating hemp 
plant for the last two years at Bijapur, is a mar- 
vadi, but not an expert. He has, however, secured 
the services of two experts from Lengria iu the 
Satara district. Generally the agricultural culti¬ 
vators do not know how to cultivate the plant; 
but the agricultural operations common to the 
production of this and other plants are carried on 
by the ordinary cultivators. 

11. The plants are never cultivated in this 
district for the production of ganja from the seed 
of wild hemp. 

12. As the plants do not grow wild in this 
part of the country, I am unable to answer this 
question, 

18. The cultivation of the hemp plant is not 
restricted in this part of the country; but the 
cultivator cannot manufacture the drug without 
a license to be granted by the Collector on this 
bphalf in the Form B, sanctioned by Government, 
and the drug can only be sold to persons duly 
licensed to sell the same by wholesale. I am not 
aware of any special conditions of climate, rainfall 
and elevation above sea level, but I think it can be 
grown in red or loamy soil as an irrigated crop. 
Except in parts of the Badami taluka where the 
soil is sandy and rocky, I am of opinion the plant 
can be cultivated as an irrigated crop with success 
in any other part of this district, 

14. Yes; ganja and bhang are produced from 
the hemp plant cultivated at Bijapur, Charas is 
not prepared here. As regards the extent, 1 beg 
to refer to paragraph 4 of my report above quoted. 

15. Vide paragraphs 5, 3, 9, 10 and 11 of 
my report above alluded to. ( i) The hemp plants 
do not grow wild here. 

16. No; the people do not prepare bhang in 
their houses. Yes; it can be prepared from the 
hemp plant grown in any place, The last part 
of the question cannot be answered because the 
plants do not grow wild here. 

17. By any class of people; but generally the 
Muhammadans prepare the majum or majun. 
The ghota is prepared occasionally by higher 
castes of Hindus. 

18. Yes; they do. After about five years 
vol. vii. 


these drugs lose their intoxicating property, and 
become quite useless for consumption. The drugs 
can be kept in good condition with ordinary care 
for two years. So far as I can ascertain from the 
people who generally deal in these drugs, I learn 
that no special measures can be taken to prevent 
deterioration after two years. 

19. Yes ; charas is not at all used in this part 
of the Country. Ganja is used ouly for smoking. 
As regards other uses of ganja and its seeds, I 
beg a reference to paragraphs 6,13 and 14 of my 
report above quoted. 

20. As regards classes, vide the concluding 
portion of paragraph 5 of my report. 

The proportion of the ganja.smoking people 
is estimated to he 30 per cent, in the Sholapur, 
Satara, Ahmednagar and Poona districts, aud 10 
per cent, in the Southern Mahratta country. 

21. Only the flat ganja is used in this district. 
1, however, learn that there is no difference in the 
intoxicating nature of the different kinds of 
ganja. 

22. Charas is not at all used iu the Bijapur 
district/ 

23. As far as I can ascertain, bhang is not 
used for smoking in this part of the country. 

24. Generally the Muhammadans eat and drink 
bhang in the shape of fakki and ghota. The pro¬ 
portion of bhang-eaters (a) is estimated to be 
1 per cent., and that of bhang-drinkers about 3 
per cent, I have actually come across a Gondhali 
or a Joshiger at Dharwar who used to eat iu my 
presence mere bhang powder mixed with cold 
water, then ground on a stone and made into 
small balls. If I remember right, I think housed 
to eat at one time from 20 to 40 tolas. 

25. The use of ganja and bhang is on the 
increase, the rate of the increase being about 2 or 
8 per cent, every year. This can be attributed 
to the fact that if there is a sadhu, an arudh or a 
fakir, making his residence in a certain locality, 
it is invariably the case that good many people 
living in the vicinity flock in numbers around him, 
and 1 have observed that such resorts are the chief 
rendezvous of ganja-sraoking, This contagion 
is spreading every day with the increased facilities 
of communications, as the so-called sadhus are now 
able to wander from place to place without much 
inoouvenieuee and trouble. 

20, The following is the proportion of the 
consumers of the drugs : — 

Ganja. 1-hang. 

(a) about 5 per cent. . • 3 per cent. 

W ii 1 ” • • 

(c) „ 3 „ . .1 per cent. 

(it) »i 1 #i * • ■" 

27, Weavers, fakirs, gosavis and day-labourers 
mainly use these drugs. People who are total 
abstainers pay constant visits to the ascetics and 
thus come in contact with persons who are already 
addicted to the vice and thereby follow the example 
of their brethren. 

28, It is said that an habitual moderate con¬ 
sumer requires daily 1 tola of ganja which costs 
him 6 pies, and an habitual excessive consumer 
requires 10 tolas which cost him about 5 annas, 
according to the rates now prevailing' here. An 
habitual moderate consumer of bh^ng has to 
spend daily 1£ pies, and an excessive consumer 
3 pies. 

29, Tobacco is ordinarily mixed with ganja 
for the purpose of smoking. Cardamoms and 

u 
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nutmegs are also occasionally mixed with ganja 
and smoked, with a view to increase the intoxi* 
eating power of the drug, I have aotually seen 
a Bava at a place near my native place (Artal in 
the Dharwar district) smoking ganja mixed with 
opium, aconite powder and east skin of a cobra 
capella. Dhatura is occasionally mixed with the 
smoking dose of the drug, As regards other 
ingredients mixed with various preparations of 
hemp, vide paragraphs 8, 9, 10 and 11 of my 
report. It is said that these admixtures enhance 
the power of intoxication, 

80. It is mainly used by the male sex, but also 
to a very small extent by low prostitutes. If 
once addicted to the habit, a person finds it very 
difficult to give it up. It is not usual for children 
to eonsumo any of the drugs, but when attacked 
by dysentery children are given bhang to drink. 

81. Yes; it is easily formed, It is very 
difficult to break off. It is said that there is a 
strong tendency, in the case of these drugs, for the 
moderate habit to develop into the excessive habit. 

83. The first aim of Hindu Theosophy is to 
secure the concentration of the mind, and it is the 
popular belief that this drug possesses the marvel¬ 
lous qualities of bringing on this effect. The drug 
is so far adored that it has received epithets in 
Sanskrit such as “eheedanand s, and “siddhapatri”, 
which literally mean “giver of delight to the 
mind ” and “ leaves endowed with supernatural 
powers ”, respectively. The higher classes who use 
the drug for this purpose hold that the uso of 
the drug is conducive to health if it is cleaned 
thoroughly before using it and taken moderately. 

The habitual use of these drugs is considered 
discreditable, and the habitual consumers are not 
as a rule respected and trusted. So far as I can 
ascertain, the plant is not worshipped in this part 
of the country. 

84. Certainly it would be a serious privation to 
habitual excessive consumers of these drugs, as 
it is exceedingly difficult to break off the habit 
once contracted, though very probably beneficial. 
The probable number of habitual excessive con¬ 
sumers would be 8,000, t. e., 1 per cent, accord¬ 
ing to the imperial census of 1891 (Bijapur 
district), 

35, I do not think that it would be feasible to 
prohibit the use of these drugs altogether. Certain¬ 
ly it would be consumed illicitly unless the culti¬ 
vation of the drug is prohibited also in the Native 
States. Undoubtedly the entire prohibition of 
the use of the drug would create serious dis¬ 
content for a time at least; but such a sort 
of discontent would scarcely amount to a 
political danger. With some proper restriction 
these drugs should, I think, be sold for medi¬ 
cinal purposes by persons licensed by the Collector 
to do so; perhaps the entire prohibition of the 
drug may drive the habitual excessive consumer 
to the use of other drugs, such as dhatura seeds, 
aconite and nux vomica, which grow wild, and 
other stimulants such as opium, &o. I think it is 
very desirable that the use of these drugs should 
be restricted, if not entirely prohibited, by making 
them expensive through the imposition of. heavy 
excise duty. Such a measure will keep these 
drugs out of the reach of the poor people who 
are generally habitual excessive consumers, 

3fi. I do not think so. On the contrary, I 
should say the tendency is the other way, as there 
are religious objections to the use of liquors con¬ 
taining alcohol. 

37, I am informed that the smoking of charas 


produces more intoxication than that of ganja, 
as it contains the active principle of the plant. 

88, I am informed that no different effects 
in kind or degree are produced on the consumers. 

89, It is said that the drinking or eating 
of the hemp plant is more injurious than smok¬ 
ing the same through a pipe, 

40. Vidt paragraph 12 of my report. 

41. It is said that the moderate use of these 
drugs is beneficial in effects ( a ) as a food accessory 
or digestive. Its moderate use alleviates fatigue— 
I refer to the moderate occasional use. 

42. It is said that the moderate occasional use 
of any of these drugs is harmless. 

43. Yes; they are said to be inoffensive to 
their neighbours. 

45 and 46. Yes; the habitual moderate use of 
these drugs produces noxious effects. It impairs 
the health of consumers, oauses the loss of 
appetite, produces asthma. It does impair 
the moral sense, induces laziness and habits 
of immorality and debauchery. It occasionally 
produces insanity. In some cases it is temporary, 
and in others permanent. I have seen some 
persons going mad by the use of ganja. They 
shout loudly and walk sometimes naked in the open 
streets, and are quite indifferent to worldly matters. 

47 and 48. The habitual moderate use of these 
drugs does not appear to be a hereditary habit., 
nor does it affect in any way the children of 
moderate consumers. 

49. I am informed that the moderate use of 
these drugs is occasionally practised as an aphro¬ 
disiac. Yes, it is used both by prostitutes and 
their lovers. 

50. I have heard that the excessive use of the 
hemp has produced impotenco at the advanced age 
of consumers; but I think such cases are few 
and far between. 

51. I am informed that bad characters are not 
as a rule moderate consumers of any of these drugs. 
The persons addicted to the vice generally do not 
commit serious crimes; but they commit simple, 
assaults, and when they are in want of money to 
purchase the drug they oommit petty thefts. 

52. As a rule excessive consumers do not com- 
mit any serious crimes, 

65. See paragraph 8 of my report. 

50. See answer to question 29. 

57. Ganja and oharas are neither eaten nor 
drunk in this part of the country. 

58 and 69. The present system of administra¬ 
tion in respect of hemp drugs works well, but it 
is capable of further improvements, so as to re¬ 
strict its use especially by the poor peoplo; and I 
think the time has come now to put the drugs on 
the same footing as opium and alcoholic stimu¬ 
lants. The present rates of duty levied on trans¬ 
ports, imports and exports are in toy humble 
opinion exceedingly light, and with a view to 
keep these drugs out of the reach of the poor 
people I would suggest that heavier excise duties 
should be imposed both on the drags prepared in 
the British territory as Well as on those in the 
Native States, The drags manufactured should 
be stored in a bonded warehouse or a depfit, to be 
issued, on payment of excise duty, only to licensed 
vendors, as is now done in tbs. oase of opium. 
Charas should have its own rate. The ganja is 
said to bo of a greater strength than bhang, and 
they must therefore have separate rates ofexdse 
duty. The farm of a district should not be sold 



67 


to the highest bidder, as is now done invariably 
in every district, bat separate shop licenses should 
he issued to applicants on payment of a fixed fee. 
To secure the efficient administration of the 
system, the right of selling the farm in the ad¬ 
joining Native States will have to be purchased 
by paying compensation to the chiefs, as has been 
done in the case of country Hquor. 

60 and 61. As it is impossible to prepare or 
cultivate the drugs surreptitiously, there is no 
need for control. 

62. As the cultivation of the hemp plant for the 
production of bhang is not separate from the cul¬ 
tivation of the plant for the production of ganja, 
no further control than that now exercised is 
needed. 

63 and 64. See answers to questions 58 and 
59. 

65. No tax is at present levied on the prepara¬ 
tions of these drugs, except the import and trans¬ 
port duties, in respect of which vide answers to 
questions 58 and 59. 

66. Only flat ganja is prepared in this district, 
and I do not think it necessary that there should 
be different rates of taxation, because the different 
kinds of ganja do not differ materially in their 
strength. 

67. The transport and export duties levied at 
present are merely nominal, and I would suggest 
that the present rates should be considerably en¬ 
hanced. 

68. There are licensed shops in this district 
where these drugs are sold, but there is nothing 
in the terms of the licenses granted prohibiting 
the use of these drugs on the premises of such 
shops. 

69. Generally some sort of preliminary en¬ 
quiries arc made by the local officers without con¬ 
sulting the wishes of the inhabitants of the local¬ 
ity where a new shop is intended to be opened. 
If the local officers are of opinion that a shop is 
required at a particular place,, it is generally sanc¬ 
tioned. 

70. See paragraph 18 of my Report No. 562 
of 30th August last. Probably people living on 
the borders of Native States buy, their supplies 
from shops in the States, as it is said that these 
drugs are sold there cheaper than in the British 
territory. According to the present terms of the 
contract, a farmer or licensee is authorized to sell 
to one and the same person on anjr one day as 
much as 40 tolas. 1 think this limit is rather 
high, and it should be reduoed to two tolas as has 
been recently done in the case of opium. 

Oral evidence. 

Question l.—l am a Lengayet. We are follow¬ 
ers of Shiva, and they say that unless we smoke 
ganja we cannot understand God or find out God, 
The sadhus and others say it is absolutely neces¬ 
sary for that concentration of mind required for 
this understanding of God. This understanding 
of God is not necessary to us all, but to our reh- 


gious men. I believe there mast be reference to 
this in the Shastras; but I cannot lay my hand 
on any passage. The Lengayets are a sect rather 
than a caste; and there are caste divisions within 
the sect. There are no Brahmins. It is a seces¬ 
sion from Brahminism, 

Question 2 .— Bhang is merely powdered ganja 
in this part of the country. I have not seen 
bhang properly so called. 

Question 20 .—The percentages here are on 
adult males. The proportions for other districts 
are based on contractors' information. But for 
the Southern Mahratta country it is my own 
estimate; it may be a little high. It contains, 
however, the occasional consumers; and consump¬ 
tion is growing. The total ten per cent, under 
ganja in answer 26 is the tan per cent, of the 
population shown in answer 20, I have omitted 
there the percentages for other districts given 
in answer 20; for I know nothing personally of 
these percentages. 

Question 29.—I cannot say how much bhang 
goes to the ser of bhoja, which is a liquid. 

Question 35.— I would interfere with the habits 
of the poor in this respect because they give up 
their interest in life, become idle and do not work. 
Thus they suffer more from habitual excessive 
consumption than the better classes do. They 
use the drugs sometimes in moderation with ad¬ 
vantage ; but generally this moderate use becomes 
excessive to their great injury. So I would try 
to stop consumption by them altogether. These 
drugs also injure most those who have poor food. 
Rich food is necessary with these drugs. 

Probably they would turn to opium or dhatura, 
but not alcohol, owing tojreligious objections. To 
take to dhatura would be far worse. 

Question 45 .—It is only the excessive use of 
the drugs that produces insanity. I know four 
cases of madness produced by ganja. I mean 
that the insanity in each case was attributed by 
the relations to ganja; and I accepted their state¬ 
ments, One was my teacher; and I never saw 
him smoke. But two of the four men I have seen 
smoke ganja. There is only one case which I 
know well enough to say positively that the ganja 
was the cause of the insanity. 

That case was in 1875 or 1876, when the man 
became insane. He was not a connection of mine. 
He was the son of a drummer, who went about 
with dancing girls. My father knew him. He 
was a Lengayet and would not use drink. He 
was a gambler, and was sent to jail in 1878-79 
for some offence. A “ decoy-powder ” (or love- 
powder) given by a wife might produce insanity: 
that is the popular idea. Some attributed one 
case, that I head of, to this. I can give no other 
causes of insanity in general. My belief is that 
the ganja oaused the insanity in this ease. It is 
a popular belief among the Hindus that ganja 
causes insanity. I know excessive smokers who 
are not insane : the popular belief is that exces¬ 
sive use may cause insanity, not that it always 
does. 


33. Evidence of Rao Bahadur Ramchandra Rajakam Mul£, Deshastha Brahmin, 
Administrator ofJath, in Southern Mahratta Country. 


1. During my service as administrator of Miraj 
(Junior) and Jath, where hemp is cultivated, I 
had opportunities of getting information from the 
vol. vli. 


oultivators of hemp and dealers in hemp drugs. 
I bad also opportunities of observing the character 
of those addicted to the use of hemp drugs. 

v. 2 



68 


2. The definitions given by Dr, Prain might be 
accepted for this State and Southern MahVatta 
country generally. The words subji, siddhi and 
patti are not in use here. The word bhang is in 
use here, but it is synonymous with ganja. There 
is no bhang here as is found in Northern India. 
Round ganja is not made in this part of the 
country. Chur is called here gadada. 

8, 4, 5 and 0. The wild hemp plant is not 
found in this part of the country, and therefore 
these questions need no answer. 

7. The hemp plant is cultivated in this part for 
the production of ganja only. No cultivation is 
made for (6), ( c ) and (d), The hemp plant is 
cultivated in the Jath State at Kumbhari, 
Bngewadi, Baj, Belunki, Yeldari, Jath, Jangalgi, 
Boblad, Aukla, and at Kharsundi* (Aundh State), 
Mhaswad* and Lengre* of the Satara district, and 
Morale* of Miraj Junior, 

The total extent of hemp cultivation in this 
State is about 80 acres. I have no means of 
ascertaining the acreage under hemp cultivation 
in the villages marked * in the above list. But I 
can say from a reference to statements of crops 
given in the Annual Report of the Director of 
Land Records and Agriculture, 1889-90, that in 
the surrounding British districts of Satara, 
Bijapur and Belgaum 868, 1, and 2 acres are, 
respectively, under the hemp cultivation. 

8. Prom the statistics to hand I find that there 
hasbeennn increase in the area under hemp cultiva¬ 
tion; because the soil and the olimate of the 
western portion of Jath are favourable for its culti¬ 
vation, and the produoe pays very well. The 
increase has been since the past seven or eight years, 
There has been greater demand for ganja, and 
hence the increase. 

9. The land called Marul (mixture of red earth 
with white) is generally selected for ganja culti¬ 
vation. The site thus selected is well ploughed 
and manured with cowdung and then it is 
harrowed several times. The seed is not preserved 
here, but is brought from the Khauapur taluka 
of the Satara district. I am informed that the 
ganja seed from Ahmednagar is considered the 
best; and the Khanapur cultivators bring it from 
that district. The sowing operation commences 
as soon as the rain periods called Punarwasu and 
Pushia set in—that is, in the month of July. It is 
popularly believed that the July (Punarwasu and 
Pmhia) rains are favourable for the raising of 
ganja crop. Ganja cultivators are, therefore, on 
the alert not to lose this favourable opportunity, 
The seed is sown ,by means of tiff an or drill plough. 
On the plants attaining the height of nearly six or 
nine inches, weeding operation begins. In the 
event of the plants growing too closely, they are 
thinned and carefully weeded out. The method 
of transplantation of ganja is not known in this 
State. If the rainfall is scarce and inopportune, 
the plants are watered by well irrigation twice a 
week. To favour the upward growth, the lower 
branches are lopped off. Trimming of the plants 
commences by November. The ganja plot is 
again harrowed and all weeds are removed. 
At this stage the plants begin to dower, when 
the services of an expert are called into 
requisition. At this juncture all the slami- 
nate or male plants must be cut down and re¬ 
moved. This work can only be done by an expert, 
who is paid at least Rs. 10 a month during the 
time his services are employed. He is called 
Parakhdar, because he examines all the plants 
aud carefully takes away all the male plants till 
they disappear altogether. 


10. There is not a separate class of persons 
who cultivate hemp. But those among the agri¬ 
culturists who have means of cultivating the hemp 
plant do so. 

11. Never in this part of the country. 

12. No. 

13. In this province the cultivation of the hemp 
plant for ganja appears to have been restricted to 
the districts in the plain country, that is, districts 
of the Deccan, the Southern Mahratta country, and 
Khandesh. The climate and eit nation of these parts 
appear favourable to the growth of hemp plant for 
ganja. As in the coast districts the hemp plant is 
not at all cultivated, the cultivation does not seem 
common to all districts. Hot climate, f liable loamy 
soil, rain periods, viz,, Pushia and Punarwasu, etc., 
are the special conditions for the cultivation of 
hemp plant for ganja. In this portion of this 
State and generally where there is deep biack soil 
as in the D6n valley its cultivation for ganja 
seems impossible. 

14. Ganja is prepared from the hemp plant in 
this State at the following places :— 

(1) Kumbhari, (2) Bagewadi, (3) Baj, (4) Be- 
lunki, (5) Jath, (6) Yeldari, (7) Jangalgi, (8) 
Boblad, and (9) Ankle. And, so far as 1 know, 
this artiele is prepared also in the villages of 
the neighbouring States and British districts. 
These places are as follows:— 

Lengre, Mahaswad and Kharsundi, etc. 

The extent of the produoe of ganja in this State 
is 150 maunds (80 tolas=l seer and 40 seers = l 
maund). 

(b) and (c) are not prepared in this part of the 
country. 

15. The wild hemp plant is not met with in 
this part of the country, and therefore the follow¬ 
ing particulars of the method of the preparation 
relate to the cultivated plant only. When crop is 
ready for reaping, a piece of ground, about 9 feet 
long, is cleaned and well cowdunged. Oh this 
place the unfertilized flowering tops of the hemp 
plant at e heaped. This heap is trodden by men for 
16 times every day. At the end of every fourth 
time, the heap is turned upside down. 'Ihis 
operation goes on for four days successively. This 
operation brings narcotic properties in the stuff, 
which is then termed ganja. 

(A) Smokiug. Before ganja is put into a pipe 
it is rubbed in the palm of the hand with a few 
drops of water; and is then well pressed between 
two palms of the hands so as to remove all water 
and make it sticky. 

(B) Eating. For this purpose a preparation is 
made of ganja which is called fakki. The manu¬ 
facture of fakki is as follows:— 

Ganja is first fried in ghee and then it is mixed 
with sugar in equal proportion. In this mixture 
the spices, viz., cardamoms, nutmegB, cloves and 
poppy seeds are added. Some people eat ganja 
mixed with a little jagri. 

Another preparation made for eating ganja is 
majura. Ganja is first fried in ghee and well pow¬ 
dered. A syrup of sugar is prepared in which the 
fried and | owdered ganja is mixed. This mixture 
is then boiled and stirred until it becomes an adhe¬ 
sive syrup, This syrup is then poured into a 
flat vessel which is kept open in the air. When 
the syrup concretes into a thick cake, it is divided 
into small parts and made ready for use. 

With a view to play practical jokes ganja is 
used in the preparation of a dish called bhaji—a 
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preparation of gram flower and slices of brinjal, 
etc. (here instead of brinjal, ganja is put), soaked 
in'oil or butter and fried. 

(C) Drinking. For drinking purposes a pre¬ 
paration called gbota is made. The method of this 
preparation is as given below 

Ganja (female flowering tops made into flat cakes} 
is mixed with water, and the mixture is grounded 
either in a mortar with a pestle or pounded ou a 
bard stone with another stone. The quantity 
thus pounded is mixed with cardamoms, cloves, nut¬ 
megs, sugar and poppy seeds. The mixture is 
again grounded for several hours, then the mixture 
is poured down by a person standing on an ele¬ 
vated place into another pot. This process is con¬ 
tinued till the mixture comes to the satisfaction of 
the consumer. This process of pouring down the 
mixture is, it is believed, calculated to increase the 
narcotic property of the drug in proportion to the 
height of the place from which the mixture is 
poured down again and again. The ghota is 
sometimes prepared in sugarcane juice. This 
drink is taken ad libitum. 

16. As there is no bhang in this part of the 
country information is Dot available. 

17. Ganja is prepared for smoking purposes by 
those who use it. There are not professional 
classes for preparing it. Majum is prepared by 
sweetmeat sellers. Ghota for drinking purposes 
is prepared by persons in their houses. In large 
towns and cities it is prepared by sweetmeat 
makers for sale. 

18. Ganja deteriorates by keeping. It loses its 
effects in time. With ordinary care it can be 
kept in good condition for a year or so. By long 
keeping it gets a musty smell, and its narcotic 
properties disappear by evaporation. Measures to 
prevent deterioration are not known in this part 
of the country. 

19. Ganja is not used for smoking only; but it 
is eaten after mixing it with other things. It is 
used in majum, fakki, g-hota and bhaji. The 
particulars of the preparations are given in my 
reply to question No. 15. The use of these 
preparations is prevalent in the Deccan and 
Southern Mahratta country. It is also used for 
medicinal purposes. 

20. Go6sains, bairagis, fakirs, kaikadis, ramo- 
sis, bhamtias or uchalias (professional pick- 
pockets), weavers, dyers, and many of the lower 
strata of the population use ganja. Even in 
higher classes there are many Brahmins and many 
others who are addicted to the smoking of ganja. 
In roy opinion not less than 8 per cent, of the 
population fin this part of the country) is addicted 
to ganja-smoking. In towns the proportion of 
ganja-smokers is greater thau in villages. Where 
there are criminal classes, the consumption of 
gunja is on a larger scale. 

21. Bound ganja is preferred for smoking; 
but here it is not easily available; the flat ganja 
is, therefore, generally used everywhere in this 
part of the country ; chirr is not used for smoking 
here. 

22. Charas is scarcely used here. It is import¬ 
ed for sale from Sind, the Central Provinces aud 
the Punjab. 

23 and 24. The bhang is not met with in thiB 
part of the country, and particulars therefore can- 
not be given. 

•2ft. The consumption of ganja is on tbe in¬ 
crease, which is observable among the lower 


classes. The reason is the want of education 
among them. Their material condition is im¬ 
proved, and they therefore can afford to spend 
money in their vicious habits of using ganja, 

26; I have stated above that 8 per cent, of the 
population ere consumers of ganja. This propor¬ 
tion may be classified as follows 

(а) Habitual moderate consumers . 5 

(i) Do. excessive do. . 1 

(c) Occasional moderate consumers , 14 

\d) Do excessive do. . 4 

Total . 8 

27. (a) Habitual moderate consumers are from 
the working classes who use ganja as a stimulant. 

(б) Habitual excessive consumers are taken 
from lower orders who lead idle life and are al¬ 
most vagabonds. 

(a) Occasional moderate consumers are from 
better classes who use ganja on holidays and in 
religious ceremonies. 

( 5 ) Occasional excessive consumers are from 
occasional moderate consumers mentioned in (c). 

28. The average allowance of ganja to (a) 
habitual moderate consumers is about two tolas at 
a cost of half au anna per diem, while for (6) 
habitual excessive consumers about 7 or 8 tolas of 
ganja at a cost of two annas per diem iB required. 

29. Tobacco is (a) ordinarily mixed with ganja 
by the different classes of smokers. In (6) excep¬ 
tional cases the mixture of petals of rose flowers, 
cloves, cardamom seeds, nutmegs and cinnamon are 
mixed together, and the mixture is well powdered* 
The powder thus prepared is mixed with ganja 
before it is used for. smoking by well-to-do 
persons. 

Dbatura is sometimes so used by those who are 
hard smokers. The object of mixing tobacco is 
to give flavour to (ho ganja, which is naturally 
insipid. In tobacco there is nicotine principle 
while it is absent in ganja. Tobacco is therefore 
generally mixed with this stuff. In order to give 
aromatic smell to the smoke the massala (the 
articles mentioned above) in exceptional cases is 
mixed. Bhang massala is not sold in this part of 
the country, I am informed that in Northern 
India, where bhang is extensively used, bbqng 
massala is generally sold. Its ingredients are 
said to be poppy seed, kasni, and cucumber seed. 
Excessive smokers add sugar to this bhang 
Tnassala. The object of mixing dbatura is to in¬ 
crease the narcotic property of ganja. Black 
dhatura seed (Dtatura fastusta) is preferred. 

It may be mentioned here that a pipe made of 
susrarcane is used fob smoking ganja. It is a 
belief that tbe pipe of the above kind increases 
narcotic property of ganja. 

30. Of the total number of consumers three- 

fourths smoke ganja in com- 
• Please see appendix. p a)1 y which sing songs* ad¬ 
dressed to ganja; the rest use it in solitude. The 
consumption of ganja is not confined to the male 
sex alone. Women of low character are met with 
who smoke ganja generally in solitude. The con¬ 
sumption of ganja is not confined to any time of 
life. It is not usual for children of tender years 
(under 14 years) to smoke ganja. 

81. The habit of consuming ganja is easily 
formed. It is, no doubt, very difficult to break 
'off tbe babit: however, a moderate consumer 
might do without the use of ganja for a week or so ; 
but babit being a second nature, the consumer 
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cannot altogether give it up. I cannot say there 
is any tendency in the ganja itself for the moder¬ 
ate habit to develop into the excessive. Much 
depends upon society. 

82. So far as the Hindu community is con¬ 
cerned, it is difficult to make a distinction between 
social and religious customs, as every custom is 
attributed to some religious principle. The con¬ 
sumption of ganja in one form or another is 
customary on holidays such as the Shivaratra 
or Muharram. In this part of the country pil¬ 
grimages are held at different places in honour of 
Shidanath, the supposed incarnation of Shiva 
(one of the Hindu Trinity). Ghota made of ganja 
is offered to the deity. On this occasion it is con¬ 
sidered incumbent on the devotee to take a cup of 
ghota himself and give some to his friends, rela¬ 
tions and followers, as the use of the drug in con¬ 
nection with the custom is regarded essential. 
The use is generally temperate. It is not likely 
to lead to the formation of the habit j nor is it 
injurious, as the use is only made once a year in 
a moderate form. 

83. The consumption of ganja is regarded 
vicious and disreputable. There exists a strong 
public opinion against the use of ganja, as the 
person addicted to this kind of intoxication is 
not considered respectable in sooiety. I do 
think that the use of any form of the narcotie is 
held in disrepute, and I attribute the sentiment 
to the following reasons 

1st.— -Generally narcotics are used by lower 
orders of the people. 

2nd .—They are used by criminal classes. 

Sty/.—-T he use of the narcotic demoralises the 
character of a man and intoxication makes 
him act like a beast. 

4th .—As the results of the indulgence of the 
narcotio are proved pernicious, the habit 
is condemned by societies of all countries. 

The custom of worshipping the hemp plant is 
not known in this part of the country. 

34. It would no doubt be a serious privation to 
gosains, bairagis, and fakirs to forego the con¬ 
sumption of ganja which they use every day. 
These classes spend their lives in pilgrimages in 
different parts of the country and use ganja as 
their main support. I do not think that other 
such classes as artisans, etc., would feel serious 
privation supposing they use the drug moderately. 

35. I do not think it feasible to prohibit alto¬ 
gether the use of all these drugs. The drug 
(ganja) will be consumed illicitly. The culti¬ 
vation of the hemp without permission will have 
to be made penal by the law. Such prohibition 
is likely to occasion serious discontent among the 
consumers, such as gosains, bairagis, and others 
of the similar class. So far as this province 
(Bombay presidency) is concerned, such discon¬ 
tent will not amount to a political danger. I 
think such prohibition will be followed by recourse 
to alcoholic stimulants and other drugs, such as 
drinks of sindi or palm juice. 

80. I do not think that aloohol is now being 
used in place of ganja in this presidency. On 
the contrary, 1 think those who are unable to buy 
liquors on account of its enhanced price resort to 
ganja. As regards this question, I cannot do 
better than give reference to page 236 of Hindu 
Materia Medica by U, C. Dutt, which will show 
that alcohol is being substituted for ganja in 
Bengal. 


40. The Native Doctors, both Hindu and 
Muhammadan, use ganja in medicine. It is used 
to cure not .only the diseases of cattle, but of 
horses also. 

41. (a) The moderate use of ganja by smok¬ 
ing is beneficial in its effects as digestive and its 
use by drinking is said to he a food accessory. 

(b) Yes. 

(e) It is a popular belief that smoking of 
ganja is preventive of disease in malarious and 
unhealthy tracts. 

Labouring classes and pilgrims who are required 
to travel different parts of the country use ganja 
for the above purposes. I refer to moderate 
habitual use. 

43. Yes. 

44. The immediate effect of the moderate use of 
ganja on the habitual consumer is to rouse his 
spirits. The use of ganja is said to be refreshing 
to the habitual consumer. It does produce in¬ 
toxication in moderate consumers; drink prepared 
of ganja, that is, ghota, allays hunger. Smoking 
creates appetite. The effect of ganja-smoking 
lasts for about two hours. I am informed that 
the lassitude iB the after-effect. The want of 
subsequent gratification produces longing or 
uneasiness. 

51. A large proportion of had characters, viz., 
bhamtyas (piok-pookets) and kaikadis and other 
criminal classes are found to have been habitual 
moderate consumers of ganja. The use of ganja 
nerves the consumer to commit a crime. Popu¬ 
larly ganja intoxication is called “Mardani Kaif J ' 
or male intoxication; that is to say, the consumer 
while under the influence of ganja acts like a 
hero. 

52. Those who make the use of ganja to an 
excess habitually are sometimes found to have 
run amuek ; murdere are committed by such 
persons, but cases of these kinds are of rare occur¬ 
rence. 

54. Yes. 

55. Yes; criminals induce their viotims to 
partake majum (made of ganja) and stupefy them¬ 
selves. 

58. The present system of excise adminis¬ 
tration in the Bombay presidency works generally 
well, but I consider it susceptible of improvement 
in some minor points. 

59. The improvement seems necessary in the 
minimum quantity of intoxicating drugs allowed 
to be sold to one person on any one day, and the 
rate at which the drug should he sold in retail. 

60. In the Bombay presidency the cultivation 
of the ganja-hearing plant is not at all controlled, 
as under the present Abkari Act cultivation of 
ganja without permission is not an offence under 
Bombay Act No. V. of 1878 {vide Queen vs. 
Narain wd. Soma, 1888). But the process of 
the preparation of ganja is sufficiently controlled, 
as no one can prepare it without a license. I do 
not think any modification in the rules necessary. 

61. Charas is not produced here. 

62. Properly speaking, bhang as defined by 
Dr. Prain is not produced here, and therefore do 
answer to this question is required from me. 

63. I see no objection to the system of whole¬ 
sale vend of ganja. As regards retail sale, J 
think 40 tolas, which is the present minimum 
quantity allowed by the rules, is too large. If 
intoxication is to be checked, the quantity should 
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be reduced to 20 tolas ; so also a rate should be 
filed at which the licensee should sell the drug. 

64. No. 

65. According to the present system the 
monopoly of selling intoxicating drags (including 
ganja, bhang and charas) is put to public auction, 
and the person whose bid is accepted is given a 
license. The licensee sells these artioles at his 
own rates. Under such circumstances it is 
impossible to state what is the taxation of each of 
the drugs (ganja, bhang and charas) and therefore 
comparison with reference to each other is im¬ 
possible. A comparison of the tax on ganja 
with that on alcoholic intoxicants shows that the 
former tax is lighter than the latter. In order 
to check the vice of the use of ganja some 
enhancement in the tax seems desirable. 

66. I think there should Le different rates of 
taxation for different kinds of ganja according as 
such kind possesses more or less narcotic property. 

67 and 68. No. 

69. The wishes of the people are not consulted 
before a shop is opened in any locality. I think 
the opinion of the local bodies ought to be con¬ 
sidered before a shop is opened for the retail sale 
of intoxicating drugs. 

70. I am not aware of any facts. The Bombay 
Abkari Act has been introduced by the Native 
States, which are bound by agreement to enforce 
it. Everything is done according to the rules 
under the Act and strict supervision is exercised 
by the Abkari Department, and therefore the 
payment of duty is not, so far I know, evaded. 
There is no general use of untaxed drags. 

Appendix to the evidence of Rao Baha¬ 
dur Ramchandra Raj aram Muii. 

Translation. 

Great is the holy preceptor, Sitaram, 

The warrior Bajrang before him stands, 

The enemy’s skull is off. 

Having drunk the nectar of devotion to Ram, 
He stands in an attitude of meditation 
And contemplates devoutly the preceptor’s feet. 
Take (the name) of the hill (deity). 

Great (deity of) Badri, 

Send, oh! bearded god (Mahadev), 

Bread like unto the cloud. 

And dal (as plentiful) as the ooean, 

For your worshippers to eat. 

Thou art near unto him who is present 
And far from him who is negligent. 

Take (the uame) of Brarnha Mahadev. 

The body is dirty ; 

The mind is pure; 

Ho stands on one foot contemplating. 

Some one says, 

“ I am a sadhu (saint).” 

A mine of extreme fraud he is; 

Deceit takes possession of a hypocrite’s heart, 
But a sadhu has Ram in his mind. 

We do not know of any deceit: 


The object is to fill the stomach. 

Take (the Dame) of the hill (deity). 

A sadhu devotes himself to another sadhu, 

But a deceitful man devotes himself to (the 
acquisition of treasure) : 

Keep the cbmpany of the great, 

Greatness will increase; 

Associate with a sadhu, 

And you will be turned into a pearl. 

Associate with the bad, 

And lose the (fruits of) meditation. 

Take (the name) of the hill (deity). 

Come, oh I thou Kali (ganja) 

Of Calcutta: 

Thy word will never prove untrue; 

Take the front one to the rear, 

Pluck the scoundrel’s beard, 

He who has spoiled the ways of religion. 

Thrash the scoundrel 
In front of the chavdi. 

Burn, oh ! mother (ganja?), burn : 

Bramha Mahadev. 

(N.B.—The sense is not olear in some places and the 
language used is vulgar.) 

Oral evidence. 

Question 8.— The increase in demand for ganja 
has been partly due to the improved condition of 
the people, but partly also to increased export to 
Bijapur district, Miraj State and Belgaum 
district. 

The cultivation of hemp is very profitable and 
prohibition of cultivation would affect the people 
considerably, the raiyats I mean. The Jath State 
is under management; and the Bombay Excise 
Rules are in force. I do not think hemp drugs 
are mentioned in any agreement with this State ; 
but the State is bound by agreement to act accord¬ 
ing to the general Abkari Law of Bombay. 

Question 15,— Bhaji is different from bhoja. 
It is only occasionally used in the way I have 
explained. 

Question 20. —I tbink that nearly one in ten 
(»,«., eight per cent.) of adult males use ganja. I 
do not think this too high an estimate. 

Question 29. —I have ndt met any one who said 
he used dhatura. But I have been told that some 
gosains, &c,, use this drug: the seeds, and ouly 
rarely. 

Question 40. —I do not know what the diseases 
are for which the hemp drugs are used by native 
medical practitioners. 

Question 51. —I have inquired into this matter 
personally 1 and have found that the classes of bad 
characters I have named are smokers. Con¬ 
tractors and village officers in the Jath State are 
my informants. 

Question 52. —I know no case personally of 
running amuck. I have beard of such cases and 
read of them in newspapers. They are rare. 



34. Evidence of Rao Bahadur' V. H. Shikhre, Brahmin, Buzur Deputy Col¬ 
lector, AUbagh, Kolaba District. 


1. I Lave made personal enquiries with a few 
persons at Alibagh, who smoke ganja, 

2. Charas is not smoked in this district, and 
consequently nothing is known about it by the 
people here. Nothing is known of the definitions 
given here, as the hemp plant is not cultivated 
and manufactured in this district; what is im¬ 
ported for sale and smoked is called ganja, which 
appears to be of a mixed variety, vie., flat and 
round ganja; what is used for drinking is called 
bhang, consisting of smaller leaves or “ patti ” 
selected or remaining from the longer leaves of 
ganja. 

8. Not known. It does not grow spontane. 
ously in the Kolaba district, 

4, 5 and 6. Not known here. 

7. None in the Kolaba district. 

8. Requires no answer. 

9. Not known, as the plant is not cultivated 
here. 

10. 11 and 12. Not known. 

13. Cultivation is not restricted in the presi¬ 
dency of Bombay. But restrictions are placed 
on its import, export, and sale —vide Bombay Act 
Y of 1878. 

14. Not in this district. 

15 and 16. Not known, But ganja, when 
brought home from the shop of the farmer, is 
prepared for smoking, thus—(A). It is kept in 
water for some time and then squeezed by hands 
till all impure water passes away. It is then 
mixed with dry tobacco either in equal or half 
quautity and smoked. (B) Eating of ganja is not 
known here save for modicinal purposes ; what is 
used for drinking is called “ bhang,” a liquid pre¬ 
paration made by the people generally in their 
own houses. (C) The smaller leaves of ganja 
selected for the purpose are first carefully washed 
by water so as to remove all impure matter there¬ 
from, and then mixed with spices, such as pepper, 
poppy seed, almonds, saffron, dried rose flowers 
(buds), etc. The whole mixture is pounded on 
a stone, to which then is added milk and sugar ; 
the liquid thus prepared is then passed through 
a piece of cloth by way of filtering it and drunk. 
Those who cannot afford to use the spices drink 
it without them. 

17. Not known. 

18. Ganja deteriorates by keeping after one 
year, and becomes quite useless for smoking pur¬ 
poses after three years. The causes of deteriora¬ 
tion are not known here. 

19. The following answers generally relate to 
ganja used for smoking purposes. 

Ganja is also known to be used occasionally for 
medical purposes to prevent diarrhcea, red dysen¬ 
tery, colic complaints and those from cold. It is 
then mixed with other native medicines. Its 
ashes are used for stopping ulcerations, 

20. Ganja-smoking is not confined to any parti¬ 
cular locality or particular class of people. But 
generally well-to-do people and those of the better 
classes do not smoke it. It is generally used for 
smoking bv a majority of the people belonging to 
what are called wandering tribes, such as gosains, 
bairagis, fakirs and also by a few of the work¬ 


ing classes. The proportion of the consumers 
appears to be 1 to every 500 of the population of 
the district, which is, according to the census of 
1891, 594,872. 

21. The ganja imported here for sale is a mix¬ 
ture of flat and round leaves of the hemp plant. 

22. Not known, 

23. No. 

24 The people generally do not eat bhang.. The 
same answer applies here ns is given against ques¬ 
tion No. 20, except that there are very few persons 
who regularly drink bhang, and that few only 
occasionally do so on fast days and in the hot 
weather. Their number, viz., of both the classes 
may he teken to be about from 20u to 300 men 
out of the whole population of the district. 

25. It appears that the use of ganja is slightly 
on the increase, as appears from the fact that in 
1891-92 about 74 maunds were consumed for the 
whole district, while in 1892-93, 75 (Bengal 
maunds); hut it should, at the same time, be 
observed that the increase of oDe maund does not 
necessarily show any increase in the number of 
the consumers, as it is possible that during the 
latter year more ganja might have been purchased 
for uses other than smoking. 

26. About three-fourths of the number (ques¬ 
tion 20) may be classe! under (a) and the remain¬ 
ing one-fourth under (b) and ( c) •, there are none 
under {d). 

27. Fakirs, gosains and bairagis are generally 
habitual excessive consumers, while habitual 
moderate and occasional moderate consumers be¬ 
long to all classes of the people, especially the 
working and low classes. Occasional moderate 
consumers are those who are advised to use ganja 
as medicine. As regards contracting the habit 
of smoking ganja, much depends upon the nature 
of the society or company one moves into. 

28. [a) From ^ to 1J tolas, 

(}) From 3 to 5 tolas. 

29. Tobacco is invariably mixed with ganja 
before it is smoked ; dhatura and opium are verv 
seldom used. They are mixed for the purpose cf 
causing more intoxication. Bhang massala con¬ 
sists of pepper, almoDds, poppy seed, cardamoms 
saffron, nutmeg (jaifalj and dried rose buds. 

80. Ganja smoking and bhang drinking is 
practised to a greater extent in company than in 
solitude. It is rarely that a consumer smokes or 
drinks alone. Generally his neighbouring brother- 
smokers gather together at his house for the pur¬ 
pose. 

31. The habit is not easily formed, but when 
once formed, it is difficult to break off. As 
regards the last part of the question, it may he 
remarked that it depends upon one's own circum¬ 
stances, both pecuniary and social, to develop his 
moderate habit into excessive one, 

82. Not known here. But sometimes the 
liquid preparation of bhang is offered as a sacrifice 
to the god Mahadev or Shiva, especially od the fast 
days observed in his honour. 

83. The people generally regard ganja smoking 
as a vice, as it brings on intoxication more or less. 
Ganja smoking and bhang drinking are said to 
excite the religious sense of a man. The bhang 
preparation, when occasionally taken in moderate 
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quantities as a cooling drink, is not viewed as a 
vice. 

There appears to be no custom here of worship- 
ping the hemp plant, 

34. Yes. Because the habit once contracted of 
using ganja and bhang, if removed, would be in¬ 
jurious to their health in many ways. 

35. (a) and (6) No. 

(d) Yes. 

(e) and (/) No. 

36. No. 

The following answers relate to ganja smoking 
only. 

37. Charas smoking is not known in this dis¬ 
trict. 

88 and 39. Not known here. 

40. Yes —Vide answer to question 19. Ganja 
is administered to cattle suffering from purging, 
indigestion, etc. 

41. [a), ( b) and (c) Yes. 

Generally all the classes of the people use ganja. 
But the majority of the consumers will be found 
among the lower uneducated and working classes. 
Both the moderate habitual use and moderate 
occasional use are referred to here. 

42. It is also harmless, as it does not excite a 
man to be violent or commit any mischief or 
crime. 

43. Yes. 

44. The moderate use is said to produce very 
little intoxication and to create appetite. Its effect 
lasts for about one hour. There are no after¬ 
effects except that the smoker generally needs 
substantial food. The want of subsequent grati¬ 
fication does produce longing and uneasiness, but 
it causes no injurious effects. 

45. (a) to («) No. 

(/) Such cases are not known to the under¬ 
signed. 

46. No information could be obtained with re¬ 
gard to this question. 

47. No. 

48. 49 and 50. Not known, 

51. Not known. None. 

62 and 53. Not known. 

54. Not known. No crime appears to have 


been committed here within the past four years 
attributable to ganja-smoking. 

55. Not known. 

56. By admixture of tobacco with ganja the 
smoking becomes more tasteful, (a), (i) Not known. 
No information is forthcoming about the admix¬ 
ture of dhatura. As a rule ganja is never smoked 
without the admixture of tobacco. 

57. As said before, ganja is eaten with other 
native medicines —vide answer to question No. 
19. 

58. The pre a ent system works well, except that 
each shop should be farmed out separately. 

59. Vide answer to question No. 63. 

60 and 61. Ganja is not produced in this 
district. 

62. No. 

63. The only change required is that instead of 
monopolizing the retail sale, as is done at present 
with regard to this district, each shop should be 
farmed out separately, so that the people might 
get the drug used for smoking at cheaper rates 
and of a better quality. At present there being 
one farmer for the whole district, it is in his 
hands generally to regulate the prices and the 
quality of the drug, while in the ease of the 
different farmers for the several shops (there are 
fourteen in this district), there will be a competi¬ 
tion among them as regards good quality and low 
rates. 

04. None. 

65. The taxation with regard to the drug used 
here appears reasonable. 

66. No, as regards this district, where no dis¬ 
tinction is observed between the different kinds 
of ganja. 

67. No. 

68. There are no such houses or shops in this 
district. 

69. There appears to be no rule or order about 
this, But much depends upon the wishes of the 
farmer of the drug. It is, however, necessary 
that the people concerned should be consulted as 
to the advisability of a shop being opened in their 
locality. 

70. None. This district does not adjoin any 
Native State except that of Jangira, where the 
hemp plant is not cultivated and does not grow 
spontaneously. 


35. Evidence of Mb. J. F. Feenandez, Retired Deputy Collector and City 

Magistrate , Ahmedabad. 


1. The opportunities attendant on one’s employ¬ 
ment in the Revenue Department of the Admin¬ 
istration. I held an executive appointmeut in the 
Ahmedabad Collectorate for seventeen years, and 
my answers relate almost exclusively to that 
district. 

2. I accept the definitions given here. The 
names the three products are known by in the 
Ahmedabad district are bhang or subji, ganja 
and charas. But I may add that charas is not 
used or consumed there. I hear of round ganja 
now for the first time. I have never seen it. 

3. I have no particular knowledge on this head. 
It is certainly not grown in the Ahmedabad 
district, nor is it cultivated there. Hence I am 
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unable to answer the other questions in this 
chapter. 

14. Charas is not used or consumed in the 
Ahmedabad district. Ganja and bhang, as the 
first products of the hemp plant, come prepared 
into the district. They are imported by the 
farmer of those drugs under permits granted by 
the local revenue authorities chiefly from Ahmed- 
nagar district in the Deccan by rail. Before 
the construction of railway to Ahmednagar, gaDja 
used to be brought chiefly from Maiwa via Dobud 
and Godra, and bhang from the territories of the 
Guickwarand the Nawab of Cambay. 

15. I can give no information regarding the 
methods of preparation from the cultivated or 

if 
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wild plant, but appendix A ( attached hereto ) 
contains a memorandum of preparations made 
from ganja and bhang for drinking' and eating 
purposes. It describes also the process ganja 
goes through preparatory to its being smoked. 
Bhang drinking is much patronized during the 
hot months of the year. It is said to have a 
peculiar effect on different constitutions ; in some 
cases it excites mirth and risibility, in some 
grief and crying, and in some quiet and repose. 
It has also a further peculiar effect on those who 
have taken it in that they are unable to face a 
burning light with eyes open. 

16. As far as I am aware, bhang as a drink is 
invariably prepared by people in their houses. 

I am unable to give information on the other two 
points, 

18. As a rule, the drugs would deteriorate in 
due course unless kept in hermetically closed 
bottles or tin cases. Loss of effect must follow 
deterioration, 

19. Ganja is chiefly used for smoking in 
the Ahmedabad district, and this to a very limited 
extent indeed, its use being confined to wandering 
gosains, natives of Upper India sojourning in 
the district in consequence of employment, and 
some of the lower classes of the local population, 
Charas, as stated before, is not used at all in that 
district. 

20. The foregoing reply answers the query as 
regards the classes of people. It is utterly 
impossible to give proportion even at a guess. It 
is principally in the city of Ahmedabad and some 
of the larger towns in the district that ganja is 
smoked. 

21. Flat ganja is what is used in the Ahmedabad 
district. 

22. No charas is used in the Ahmedabad 
district. 

23. Not in the Ahmedabad district, so far 
as I am aware. 

24. It is the Hindus who generally use bhang 
as a drink on certain occasions, during hot weather 
especially. They do not form a large number, 
and wbat they do use is used in moderation. As 
regards eating, the use of the extract from bhang 
drawn in gbi and mixed up with poppy seed, etc. 
(vide paragraph VI, appendix A), is confined to 
an infinitesimally small section of the population, 
and that among the rich and well-to-do people. 

25. I do not think it is on the increase. In¬ 
deed, the habits of the people preclude the possi¬ 
bility of ganja or bhang (charas is not used) ever 
taking hold of them beyond a moderate indul¬ 
gence. 

26. They are all moderate consumers, and occa¬ 
sional consumers iu the Ahmedabad district. 

28. So far as my information goes, there are no 
habitual excessive consumers in Ahmedabad. The 
moderate consumers—I mean those who have 
become addicted to the daily use of bhang and 
ganja—rarely go beyond a dose, or a smoke or 
two, and this may cost three or four pies, certainly 
not more. 

29. My answe*.:to query 15 supplies the inform¬ 
ation desired. Dnatura is not used in the Ahme¬ 
dabad district, nor is bhang massala an article of 
sale there. 

30. As far as my information goes, bhang is 
used generally in company. It is mainly confined 
to the male sex, and used without reference to I 


period of life. Children may sometimes come in 
for a small share—in cases where they are spoilt 
by their parents—if they happen to be with them 
when they (the latter) indulge in it. 

31. The use of ganja and bhang is so very 
limited that it is impossible for me to hazard a 
satisfactory reply. But it may be observed that 
the habit of ganja smoking is formed by associa¬ 
tion with the consumers of the drug, and, unless, 
it has taken root, there would be no difficulty iu 
breaking it off. 

32. The beverage made from bhang (vide V 
of Appendix A) is used in the worship of Maha- 
deo in the temple during the hot season, and 
drunk by the worshippers when the service is over. 
The beverage forms an essential part of the cere¬ 
mony, and has not been known to have been used 
except in moderation. So far as my experience 
goes, I have not known it to have led to*the form¬ 
ation of a habit of indulging in it, and I do not 
think it has proved to be injurious. 

33. So far as I am aware, there is no public 
opinion against bhang drinking in Ahmedabad. 
But against ganja smoking there certainly is a 
public feeling just as there is against the drinking 
of spirituous liquors. Hemp plant is not wor¬ 
shipped in Ahmedabad. 

84. The privation in this case would be almost 
the same as the foregoing of wines and liquors 
would be to a European habituated to the con- 
sumption of wines and liquors. As already stated, 
the users in Ahmedabad are very few. 

35. As far as my experience goes, no good will 
oome out of a prohibition to use either bliang or 
ganja in the Ahmedabad district. As the use of 
the drugs there is not general, its prohibition may 
not lead to any political danger, but it will be 
sure to cause considerable discontent. I know of 
a few cases in which bhang has given way to 
alcoholio liquors. Indeed, as matters stand in 
Ahmedabad, alcoholic drinks, which thirty years 
ago were looked upon as an abomination by the 
people there, Hindus specially, have now become 
articles of regular consumption among certain 
sections of the community, and they have caused 
far greater ruin among them during the last 25 
years than bbang and ganja ever did singly or 
collectively during ten times 25 years, 

SO. I think there is. Education has given the 
rising generation a distaste and contempt for 
old things, among which may be included the use 
of these drugs, and created a desire for alcoholic 
liquors, which are indulged in pretty freely. 

58. Considering that there is no hemp cultiva¬ 
tion in the Ahmedabad district, and that ganja 
and bhang come there prepared; further, that I 
left the service seven years ago, and that I am 
ignorant of the changes that have been introduced 
as regards administration and control since my 
retirement, I am not in a position to discuss the 
questions in this chapter. But bearing in mind 
the small and partial consumption of these drugs 
in this district, it seems to me that the farming 
system as regards their importation and retail sale 
(prevailing iu my time) is the best arrangement 
possible, 

68. Bhang, ganja, and majum are sold in the 
Ahmedabad district by tambolis or sellers of betel 
leaves and betel nuts (pan supari). The demand 
for them is not such as to admit of a shop being 
devoted to their exclusive sale. There vVas in 
that district during my time no house or shop 
where their preparations were consumed on the 
premises, but I hear that one has lately been 
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opened in the city of Ahmedabad, where bhang 
beverage is prepared for the public and used ac¬ 
cordingly. I think this ought to be stopped. 

69. There was no occasion for such a proceed¬ 
ing in my time. 

Appendix A . 

GANJA PREPARATIONS. 

Bating. 

I. —Qanja ghee .—This is made by boiling a 
certain quantity of ganja and ghee in water for 
two or three days. When the decoction has at¬ 
tained the required point, the pot is taken off the 
fire and allowed to cool down. The ghee is re¬ 
moved as soon as it hardens and put away in a 
jar. It is used at pleasure, a dose, as a rule, not 
exceeding one-eighth of a tola. 

II. — Majum.—t This is made of ganja ghee 
(vide foregoing) and sugar taken in certain pro¬ 
portions. They are first boiled to a thick consist¬ 
ency. The compound is then mixed with nutmeg, 
kasturi ( fachellia. farnesiana), kesar (Crocus 
fattens), and cardamoms, all powdered, according 
to the taste of the consumers. Majura is sold in 
the bazar. 

XXI.— Jkuti.—' This is a preparation used only 
by the rich and well-to-do people, Hindus general¬ 
ly, and is invariably made at home. Taken 3 ft 
of ganja properly cleaned. It is put into a pot of 
water and boiled; at a certain stage the water is 
poured out gently, and the ganja is put out to 
dry. When dry, it is pounded very fine. To 
the powder thus made are added two ounces 
avoirdupois of cardamoms, one ounce of nutmeg, 
half an ounce of cloves, two ounces of mace, two 
ounces of gulkand (rose flower preserve), two 
ounces of piplimul (Ckavica roxburghii), two 
ounces of cinnamon, eleven grains of kasturi 
(fachellia farnesiuna), one tola of kesar (Crocus 
sativus), half a tola of opium, and one tola of 


tamal patra ( Cinnamomum tamala ), all powdered. 
The whole is then blended together with half a 
tola of silver leaves, and the compound is thrown 
into a rupee's worth of pure honey and well 
mixed up. The preparation is now ready for use. 
It is taken only by pinehfnl at a time. 

Smoking . 

IV. —A pice worth of ganja weighing about a 
fourth of a tola suffices for a chillum. It is well 
washed in water until all the seed is detached; the 
residuum is then mixed with an equal quantity of 
tobacco, and put into a chillum and then smoked. 
Ordinarily a chillum answers for two or three 
persons, but there are cases where a man smokes 
it right through himself at one time, aud more 
than one in a day. 

Bhang. 

Drinking, 

V. — Bhang as a drink. —It is first roasted ; 
then passed through water several times, and after 
that pounded with a certain quantity of black 
pepper, poppy seed, fennel seed, and rose flower 
petals. The powder so formed is mixed with a 
quantity of wter, or water and milk, or milk 
alone, at pleasure. The mixture is then strained 
through a piece of fine cloth, and the liquid be¬ 
comes fit for use. Some people sweeten it with 
sugar. The higher classes add spices to the mix¬ 
ture and substitute almonds for poppy-seed. 

Eating. 

VI. —An extract is drawn from bhang in ghee, 
the process of manufacture being similar to that 
observed in the preparation of ganja ghee. It is 
used in the same way as ganja ghee. After re¬ 
moval of the concentrated ghee from the pot, the 
water is emptied out gently and the residuum is 
put out to dry. When dry, it is mixed with poppy¬ 
seed and sugar in certain proportions, and this 
composition forms an article of luxury, being used 
like betel-nut. 


36. Evidence of Narayan Rao Bhikhaji .Togalekar, Brahmin, Pensioned Deputy 
Collector; now Karbhari of the Aundh State. 


lslly, Mamlatdar of talukas Karad, Patan and 
Wai, in the Satara Collectorate, for six 
years; 

2ndly, Assistant Commissioner of the 
Southern Division, then comprising nine 
Colloetorates, vie— (1) Satara, (2) Poona, 
(3) Ahmednagar, (4) Sholapur, (5) 
Belgaum, (6) Kaladgi (now Bijapur), 
(7) Dharwar, (8) Ratnagiri, (9) North 
Canara (Karwar), for nearly six years; 

Sr illy, Deputy Collector of (3) Khandesh, 
(2) Nasik, (3) Alibag, (4) Ahmedabad and 
(5) Sholapur for seven years; 

4thly, Assistant Collector, Salt Revenue, 
Bombay: 

fjthly, Karbhari of the Jamkhindi State for 
three years; 

Gthly , Karbhari of the Khasgi State at 
Indore; and after retirement 
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Am cow Karbhari of the Aundh 
State. 

In my above capacities I bad always bad occa¬ 
sion to examine the shops for the sale of ganja 
and to see the hemp plant grown in fields. I have 
seen hundreds of ganja smokers and bhang, or in 
other words ghota drinkers, and seen their state 
of mind and condition. In addition to my own 
knowledge of the matter, I have availed myself of 
the information prepared by the Mamlatdar of 
KhaDapur, Mr. S. K. Bengali, in regard to the 
cultivation of the hemp plant, and conversed with 
a number of hemp plant producers and ganja 
sellers and smokers during this week before com¬ 
mencing to write my answers to the following 
queries put by the Hemp Commission, 

2. The definition of the narcotic articles obtain¬ 
able from the hemp plant as given by Dr. Prain 
and noted down here is not fully applicable to the 
hemp plant in the Deccan, but, I am informed, to 
that growing in the North-Western Provinces. 
He states that the dry leaves of the hemp plant 
produoe bhang, but they are thrown away here as 
having no narcotic matter in them. 

H 2 
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His definition of charas is correct. Cliaras is 
the resinous gummy matter which sticks to the 
scythe or hand or foot, by which the top floweriug 
and knot shoot brauches of the hemp plant are 
cut or pulled out or trodden. This gummy sub¬ 
stance, which is collected together and converted 
ipto small pills, is called charas. It is more in¬ 
toxicating than ganja. 

The definition of the word ganja is correct* 
with this addition, that not only the dried flower¬ 
ing tops, but the flower bunches that shoot out at 
eaoh knot also constitute ganja when trodden. 

The crumbles that are collected at the time of 
treading down the flowering tops and knot shoots 
together with their tiny leaves to make flat ganja 
are called bhang, i.e„ fragments of the ganja. In 
short, bhang and ganja are almost one and the 
same in the Deccan. Round ganja is not produced 
here, but flat ganja only. 

3 to 6. I have not come to know of the growth 
spontaneously of the hemp plant in any of the 
districts of which I had immediate charge. It is 
not produced in the district of Satara, of which I 
am the principal witness ; consequently answers to 
queries from Nos. 3 to 6 are blank. 

7. Hemp plant is cultivated in the Satara Col- 
lectorate and in the Aundh State (a) for production 
of ganja, [6) charas, and (c) bhang, but ( d) not 
for its fibre or seeds. The extent of cultivation in 
the Satara Collectorate, together witli the total 
produce, can be learnt from the statement prepared 
by the Collector of Satara. 

8. Owing to the restriction placed by the 
Abkari Act on the manufacture, sale, and export 
of ganja, the cultivation of the hemp plant is not 
on the increase. 

9. Hemp plant grows luxuriantly in irrigated 
lands of all kinds, whether they be black, reddish, 
or whitish. It grows in dry crop land also, pro¬ 
vided the fall of rain be seasonable and plentiful. 
I have seen the hemp plant growing luxuriantly 
in an irrigated field of whitish gaonthan land 
belonging to a Brahmin gentleman surnnmed 
Tadpatri in the Rahuri taluka of the Ahmed- 
nagar Collectorate, twenty years ago, while 
Assistant Commissioner. I have also seen it 
growing in black and reddish soils in the Satara 
Collectorate and in the Aundh State. The lands 
selected for the hemp cultivation are ploughed and 
harrowed in the months of February and March 
and manured in the month of May. Twenty-five 
cart-loads of manure are required for each acre. 
The seed used is from the Nagar Collectorate 
generally, because it is supposed to produce a 
smaller number of male plants or to give rise to 
a smaller number of the plagues hereinafter men¬ 
tioned. The hemp seed is like mug seed, and 
can be had at one seer of 80 tolas per rupee. It 
is sown in the month of July generally, and the 
crop is reaped in the mouth of November or 
December. It commences to grow within a 
week. If the plants grow thicker they are 
thinned, and only those at a distance of one inch 
apart are allowed to stand. In order that the 
crop may not be thick, two of the three holes of 
the sowing machine intended for the passage of 
the seed are blocked up at the time of sowing. 
From one and a quarter to two seers of seed are 
required for an acre. The plants are one foot 
high within a month, when they are weeded and 
the task of rooting out the male plant or plants 
affected with plague follows. It is a difficult task 
to find out male plants j but it can generally be 
recognized by the small pin-like white flower¬ 


growing in any one of the hunches of the plant 
when it is ripe and in the shoots when young. 
This is also called the andya plague. 

The Mamlatdar of Khanapur informs me that 
there are other five kinds of plagues for the hemp 
plant called (1) shevarya, (2) haidya, (8) kapshia, 
(4) pundia, (5) tnora, the plants affected by which 
are required to be carefully rooted out in due time. 
The shevarya plague is recognized by one of the 
branches growing Higher and bending down with 
a jowari-like grain flower at the end of it. The 
haidya plague is recognized by a yellow shoot at 
one of the knots of the plant. The kapshia and 
pundia plagues can be recognized by a jowari-like 
grain on the top of the plant. It transforms 
afterwards into a white or yellow flower. The 
mora plague, recognized by the yellow flower in 
the top bunch, makes its appearance sometimes 
fifteen days prior to the reaping of the crop, and 
has the effect of destroying the better quality of 
the ganja. 

No one is able to recognize the male plant and 
the plagues with slight observation, and therefore 
experts are employed. At the time of reaping the 
crop two men are employed, one to cut the flower 
top bunches with a scythe, and another man to 
pull out the knot shoot bunches. About 5201B 
of ganja are said to be produced in an acre when 
the crop is superior. Exclusive of the labour of 
the cultivator, the expense of producing one acre 
of hemp crop is about S60, and including the 
cultivator’s labour ft 100. It is worthy of note 
that this crop is not eaten by cattle, but by sheep 
only, and as sheep are not to be found straying 
anywhere, hemp plants do not require hedging 
generally. 

10. The agricultural cultivators are the very 
persons who cultivate hemp. 

11. There is no wild hemp plant in the Satara 
Collectorate. 

12. Wild hemp is nowhere especially cultivated 
in the Satara district. 

13. The cultivation of the hemp plant is not 
restricted in the Satara Collectorate and in the 
Aundh State. There was a doubt on this point, 
but it was cleared by the High Court ruling, 
dated 15th November 1888, to the effect that the 
mere cultivation of hemp plant is not punishable 
under section 43 of the Abkari Act, V of 1878. 
The manufacture of the plant into ganja, bhang 
and oharas alone requires a license. The sale and 
export are also covered with passes. 

The cultivation is not common to all districts, 
nor are all the cultivators in the habit of culti¬ 
vating hemp. Suoh of the cultivators only as find 
it profitable cultivate it. I do not think that the 
cultivation of the hemp plant is impossible any¬ 
where. It can be produced in all garden lands. 

14. Ganja, obaras and bhang are prepared in 
the Satara Collectorate by the cultivators thereof. 
The extent of the cultivation will be known from 
the statement furnished through the Collector. 

15. The top bunches and the knot bunohes of 
the hemp plant are trodden separately, because 
they cannot be trodden together properly. The 
process of treading goes on till the bunches are 
completely flattened. This is called ganja. 

The process of preparing charas is simple. The 
charas is the resinous gummy matter with which 
the scythe or the hand or foot becomes besmeared 
at the time of cutting qr pulling out or treading 
the flower top or knot shoot bunches. This 
matter is collected and converted into small pills,. 
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Bhang {i.e., fragments of the ganja) is ground 
and put into milk mixed up with cardamoms, 
almonds, poppy seed, sugar, sweet fennel, nutmeg, 
black pepper and mace, and strained several times 
and drunk. This is called bhang ghota. 

Ganja is used for smoking thus; It is first 
washed, until it ceases to give out green water. 
By this washing process it becomes gummy. One 
tola of ganja is sufficient to fill in two to three 
smoking pipes. As ganja is put iu the smoking 
pipe in its wet state, one-half tola of tobacco is, 
mixed with it, or placed above and below it to 
make it ignite. 

Bhang is also converted into small cakes by 
boiling it with ghi and sugar. This is called 
majum or yakuti. This is eaten. 

There are no wild hemp plants in the Deccan, 

16. Ghota from bhang for drinking is prepared 
by the drinkers in tbeir own houses. It cannot be 
prepared from the hemp plant in its raw state 
wherever it is growing. Ganja and charas cannot, 

I think, be prepared from the wild plants wherever 
grown. But there are no such wild plants in this 
district. 

17. I have already stated in answer to the query 
No. 14 that charas and ganja are prepared by the 
cultivators themselves. Ghota from bhang for 
drinking is prepared by the Gosavis, and in some 
cases by other people, on Shivaratra day. Ghota 
from bhang is more used by all classes at Indore 
and in the North-Western Provinces. 

18. Ganja, charas and bhang deteriorate by 
keeping. Ganja and bhang become less effective 
next year, and useless as a narcotic after three years. 
Charas is of use till the next rains, when vermin 
commence to make appearance therein and dimi- 
nish its value. The causes of deterioration are 
that the resinous and gummy matter which exists 
in these articles dries up or deteriorates. There 
are no preventive means known here. 

19. Ganja is used for smoking throughout the 
Collectorate. Charas is used for the same purpose, 
but very seldom in this part of the country, on 
account of its costliness. 

20. The smoking of ganja is very rare among 
Brahmins and females of all classes, save prosti¬ 
tutes of the worst type. With these exceptions 
three or four per cent, of the other classes smoke 
ganja to a smaller or larger extent throughout the 
Collectorate. Charas is rarely in use. 

21. Flat ganja, which is alone obtainable here, 
is smoked. 

22. Charas locally prepared is rarely used. No 
importation of foreign charas occurs, so far as I 
know. 

28. Bhang is not used for smoking. 

24. The classes who drink bhang ghota are 
bairagis, gosavis, and on Shivaratra day a few 
more Hindus, mostly cooks, water-carriers, song¬ 
sters, and other licentious characters. ThiB kind of 
drinking prevails in the country lying north of the 
Narbada river. The proportion of the people 
who drink bhang ghota is very small, i.e,, one in 
a thousand, in the Satara Collectorate. 

Majum or yakuti, the preparation of bhang, as 
per reply to query No. 15, is not permitted in the 
Satara Collectorate, and therefore it is seldom 
eaten. 

25, The use of ganja is on the increase for the 
following reasons:— 

fatly— Now'a-days there is no control over 
the private conduct of any one, owing to 


the freedom of action existing under the 
British Government. 

Sndly.— The English education and the preach¬ 
ing of the missionaries destroy in some 
measure the fear of the Hindu religion 
without contracting that of any other. 

3rdly. —The Penal Code defamation section 
stops the mouths and actions of respectable 
men, who would otherwise rebuke those 
indulging in bad habits and excommunicate 
them. 

Athly, —In consequence of the, removal of the 
fear and restraint of religion and society 
people are becoming more debauched, and 
consequently the use of narcotics and alco¬ 
hols is on the increase. 

26. I think the proportion of the consumers of 
ganja is as under 

(a) Habitual moderate consumers, 2 per cent. 

(£) Habitual excessive consumers, 1 in a 
thousand. 

\c) Occasional moderate consumers, 1 per cent. 

(d) Occasional excessive consumers, none. 

Charas smokers and bhang drinkers are rare. 

27. Men devoid of any status in life, who do 
not care for other people’s opinions, and who 
frequent houses of prostitutes, generally contract 
the habit of smoking ganja. Some also contract 
it by having for their associates smokers of the 
drug. 

28. The average allowance and cost of ganja 
to each (a) habitual moderate consumer, who is 
supposed to smoke thrice a day, is one tola, 
costing three pies, and to ( b ) habitual excessive 
consumer is six tolas, costing one and a half anna. 
I know of a few persons who require 2^ annas 
worth of ganja per day, but the whole of it is not 
consumed by themselves. Other smokers assemble 
round about them, and they partake of it a little. 

29. Dhatura is used along with ganja by 
gosains exceptionally to secure greater intoxi¬ 
cation. There is no such preparation called bhang 
or ghota massala. The ingredients required for 
the ghota, as described in answer to query No. 15, 
are purchased from the bazar whenever wanted. 

30. It is not habitual for children to consume 
any of these drugs, and as it is not honourable 
for adults to use them also they are used privately, 
but in small companies, The use is mostly confined 
to the male sex, prostitutes, and women of loose 
character. 

81. The habit of consuming any of these drugs 
is not formed at once, because they are at first 
occasionally and stealthily used, as it is not con¬ 
sidered honourable to use them. When one has 
no fear for the loss of character and no one to 
find fault with him, then he can contract the 
habit within - one month. Moderate habit always 
develops into the excessive, and then it is difficult 
to break off. 

32. There is no religious or social custom 
requiring the consumption of any of these drugs. 

33. The consumption of any of these drugs is 
regarded with disdain. The practice is not sup¬ 
ported by public opinion. Respectable people 
regard the use of these narcotics as disreputable 
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because it leads to vices. The hemp plant is not 
worshipped in this district. 

34. Habitual exoesaive consumers, such as 
gosavis, bairagis, fakirs, etc,, will alone expe¬ 
rience serious privation if they do not get the 
drug. Non-habitual or non-excessive consumers 
will not experience any privation. They will 
leave off the habit. 

35. It is not feasible to prohibit the use of all 
these drugs, so long as alcoholic stimulants and 
other drugs are freely procurable. Excessive 
liquor drinkers are more formidable than ganja 
smokers or bhang or gbota drinkers, and therefore 
men who want intoxication may have ganja in 
preference to liquor. It is easy to effectually 
prohibit the use of these drugs by prohibiting 
the cultivation of the hemp plant without any 
discontent amounting to a political danger. 

36. There is no religious objection for the use 
of ganja or bhang, as they are not liquids pre¬ 
pared by other castes; but there e ists a prohibi¬ 
tion regarding the use of liquor. I know persons 
who wish to have intoxication preferring liquor to 
ganja, and therefore the consumption of alcohol is 
on the increase and will increase as the ties of 
religious bonds are becoming slackened by edu¬ 
cation, and the action of the respectable people 
in excommunicating drinkers of liquor becomes 
more and more hampered by the operation of the 
defamation section of the Indian Penal Code. 

87. The effects of charas smoking are unknown 
here. 

38. Flat ganja is alone to be had here. 

39. Drinking ghota or bhang is.less injurious 
than smoking ganja or eating majum or yakuti. 
The smoking of ganja affects one’s brains—some¬ 
times permanently—-and the cousumers of yakuti 
aro found to be more intoxicated than the drinkers 
of ghota or bhang. 

40. There is no native doctor’s school in which 
the medicinal qualities of these drugs is taught. 
I know of one Native Assistant Surgeon prescrib¬ 
ing a few drops of essence of ganja to a patient 
to give good sleep ; but instead of its producing 
the desired effect the patient began to rave. I 
have not seen these drugs used in the treatment 
of cattle disease; but ganja is used for giving 
massala or medicine to horses. 

41. I think ganja or bhang, if given as a 
medicine when occasion requires, (a) would act as 
a digestive element to persons not accustomed to 
eat or drink it habitually j (b) ganja smokers 
under gaoja intoxication do not consider a long 
journey fatiguing; (c) I cannot say whether, in 
malarious or unhealthy tracts, these drugs would 
be preventive of disease. The present uses of 
these drugs are not for purposes {a) and ( c ), but 
for the purpose of getting intoxicated only. 

42. Requires no answer in consequence of the 
reply to query No. 41 being in the affirmative. 

43. Moderate consumers are not offensive ; but 
they become excessive consumers by degrees, and 
then they are offensive to their neighbours. 

44. The immediate effect of the moderate use 
even of any of these drugs is this, that the eyes of 
the consumer become red and his disposition 
peevish. It does not produce perceptible hunger, 
it is uot refreshing, but stupefying. It does not 
ailay hunger, but creates appetite. The effect of 
ganja-smoking is not good, especially on those who 
do Hot use animal food, I have seen most of the 
ganja smokers to he thin men, unable to compre¬ 


hend any subject patiently. The intoxication lasts 
from one to three hours. 

45 ana 46. Even the habitual moderate use of 
ganja does produce noxious effects on the health of 
a person. It impairs the constitution of the con¬ 
sumer in some degree. It causes asthma, and 
makes a man drowsy and immoral sometimes. It 
deadens intellect, and sometimes produces perma¬ 
nent insanity, though not of the worst type. I 
know several cases of insanity caused by ganja- 
smoking. They become voiient, and are addict¬ 
ed to raving and abusing. They have not been 
allowed indulgence in the use of the hemp drugs, 
and therefore whether their tendency is for the 
excessive indulgence in the use of the drug ie not 
known. I have not seen any instance of insanity 
caused by the bhang ghota drinking. Charas is 
rarely used in this Collectorate, as already stated. 

47. The habitual use of ganja or bhang is not a 
hereditary habit, and it has no effect on the 
children of the smokers further than this, that 
they imitate their father and become gauja 
smokers also. 

48. The effect of the habitual excessive use of 
the drug has a pernicious effect on the children of 
the smokers. The children are more weak. 

49 and 60. The use of ganja and bhang is en¬ 
couraged by prostitutes. Its use is moderate at 
the beginning, but develops into excessive after 
some time. When it roaches the latter stage it is 
more injurious to health than the former stage, 
especially to those who cannot get substantial food. 
An excessive ganja smoker admits that by his 
indulging in sexual intercourse to excess under the 
influence of ganja he has impaired his vital powers, 
and that as the ganja-smoking or ghota-drinking 
is not sufficient to procure for him intoxication, he 
is required to eat half a tola of opium in addition 
now. 

51 and 52. Yes, tbo use of ganja or bhang 
has no direct effect on crime;, but as the consumers 
thereof are mostly worthless persons, their congre¬ 
gation together on account of their habit induces 
them sometimes to plan a crime, 

63. The accused in many cases charged for cul¬ 
pable homicide not amounting to murder, or 
causing the death of othor persons by rash or 
negligent acts, have many times pleaded before 
me that they did the act while in a state of ganja 
or liquor intoxication, 

64 and 55. No. 

56. I have heard of cases in which dbatura was 
administered by criminals to their victims in bhang 
ghota, 

£7. I have uot heard of ganja and charas 
having been eaten or drunk. 

58 and 59. No improvement in the present 
excise administration of the drug is needed, 

60. The present mode of control, viz., the sale 
and manufacture of ganja and its export aBd 
import under licenses, is quite sufficient, 

61. The present arrangements, as above describ¬ 
ed, are sufficient. 

62. Ganja and bhang are nearly one and the 
same, as described in reply to query No. 2, and 
therefore the answer to query No. 60 applies to 
this. 

63 and 64. No. 

65. I think the present taxation in the shape of 
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contracts in the British territory and annas eight 
per each maund of the drug when exported from 
or imported into a Native State is reasonable. 

66. Only flat ganja is produced here; but I 
think there should be no different rates of taxation 
for different kinds of ganja, because they will be 
troublesome to the exporters, manufacturers and 
sellers. 

67. No. 

68. There are no houses or shops in this district 
to my knowledge for the consumption of these 
drugs on the premises, and none such will thrive 
or be viewed with favour, as a majority of the 
smokers or drinkers still drink or smoke in private. 

69. I must say that the wishes of the people 
are not consulted as they should be. The con¬ 
tractors are always inclined to open more shops, 
and they make some ganja smokers send a petition, 
which is complied with. If the people are told 
that it is in their hands to prevent the pernicious 
effects of the ganja smoking by objecting to the 
opening of a shop, they are sure to do so, as non¬ 
consumers of the drug form a majority. 

.70. No. 

Oral evidence. 

Question 24— The statement that the prepara¬ 
tion of yakuti and bhang is not permitted in 
Satara is based on information a contractor gave 
me. I do not know myself. 

Questions45 and 46 .—Moderate use of the drugs 
is only injurious to those who do not get good 
food, "i.e., ghi or milk or animal food. Otherwise 
it does no barm at all. Excessive use alone 
causes insanity. The causes to which I have 
referred in my printed answer have not been in 
asylums. They are not violent, only raving and 
senseless in talk and business. They are not 
dangerous. I should like the word “ violent ” 
altered into “ dangerous.” 

I know three of the cases intimately. The 
patients are still alive. They are at least void of 
intellect. They used all to smoke ganja. I do 
not know whether they took dhatura with bairagis 
or not, Other causes of insanity are loss. of 
money, loss of wife, or female relative running 
away. These are the two principal causes. 
Dhatura also produces it. Also alcohol to some 
extent, as far as my experience goes. I have 
known cases of insanity caused by loss of women 
or loss of property. I do not know any other, 
except these five-loss of women, loss of property, 
dhatura, alcohol and excessive ganja smoking. 
When people go mad from loss of money or loss 
of women, they repeat the cause, t.e., talk about 
it in their madness, saying “ she is gone !" etc. 

In all the three ganja cases above referred to, 


I knew the father, but not the mother in any case. 
I asked, however, about the mothers, and know 
that they are not insane: not one of them. I 
know no other relations than the father and 
mother in each case. I know nothing of grand¬ 
fathers, etc., or other relations. One was a 
Karbari in a Native State; he is a political pen¬ 
sioner. He became mad thirty years ago and has 
been so since. His madness was attributed to 
ganja. I do not know whether he had taken 
dhatura; but people said it was ganja, I had 
known him as a boy. 

The second case was an Inamdar’s son living 
in, Satara, where I was serving. He is 55 years 
old. He became mad ten years ago. He had 
smoked ganja for fifteen years previous to that. 
Whether there was any other cause, he alone 
knows. I cannot say whether he smoked dhatura. 
But I was told his madness was due to ganja. 
He eats opium, dhatura and baoknag now. It is 
the same person referred to in my answers 49 and 
60. He had indulged in sexual excess. He has 
several children; but he has had none for twelve 
years; and he says that the reason he has had 
none since then is that he has no desire now 
through sexual excess. He now says this. He 
was renowned for loose character before he became 
mad. I only knew the father and mother in this 
case, and they were healthy. 

The last case is the son of a peon. He is 25 
years old. Since I retired I went to the Aundh 
State, and saw the father for the first time then, 
two years ago. The patient washes pots as a 
private servant. He is an idiot. I do not know 
how long he has smoked. I never saw him until 
he was brought to me by his father a year ago 
to be kept iu confinement. The father said the 
insanity was due to ganja. I knew nothing of 
the case except what the father told me. I kept 
him a week while he was violent. I then let him 
go. He is still mad, i.e., half insane, as I have 
above indicated. 

In none of these cases can I say whether there 
waB any other cause. I know that, so far as I 
have been able to ascertain, there has been no loss 
of women or property in any of them. And I 
know there was not liquor in the first two. In 
the third there probably was. Other causes may 
have existed, such as dhatura or other unknown or 
secret cause. All the cases were, however, attri¬ 
buted to ganja. 

Question 59 .—The ganja is inspected in shops, 
and if it is rotton or adulterated, it is destroyed. 
As a Government officer I have made such inspec¬ 
tions. I have never discovered adulteration. The 
fiat tops could not conceal an adulterant. Not 
even in ganja when broken up or iu the tiny 
leaves of bhang could an adulterant be hidden. 


37. j Evidence of Mr. H. Ingle, Retired Deputy Collector and Special Magistrate , 

First Class, Karwar. 


51. The alleged bad characters in the district are 
not, in any large proportion, habitual consumers 
of drugs. From what I have been able to learn, 
the moderate use of the drugs under enquiry haB no 
connection with crime of any special character. 

52. The previous answer is a reply to this 
question. It is said that a regular consumer of 
these drugs is soothed and comforted by their 
daily use. A first indulgence may be likely to 
incite to crime, but generally the individual 
becomes insensible. 


58. Excessive indulgence in these drugs does 
not incite to unpremeditated crime. I know of 
no case in which it has led to temporary homicidal 
frenzy. 

54. No. 

55, I have not been able to obtain definite 
information on the points raised in this question. 

57, Charas is said not to be consumed iu 
Karwar. I have no information to give from 
personal knowledge. 
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38. Evidence of Mu. W, Almon, Assistant Collector , Abkari Department , Bombay. 


1. The opportunities connected with my duties 
in the island of Bombay as Assistant Collector, 
Abkari Department. 

2. The definitions given may be accepted. 
Bound ganja is unknown here; only flat gania is 
seen and sold. 

(1) Bhang, subji, and maya; (2) charas ; 

(3) ganja ; (4) garda or broken ganja. 

7. In the island of Bombay there is no culti¬ 
vation of the hemp plant for (a), (6), (c), or (d)\ 

1 14- I am aware that ganja is prepared in the 
districts of Abmednagar, Satara, and rlasik, and 
that bhang is prepared at Surat. We receite 
supplies from these districts. 

18. Ganja, charas and bhang deteriorate, I am 

told, by keeping, and eventually lose their narcotic 
properties. They keep good, it is said, for a year 
or two. In Bombay the deterioration is attributed 
to atmospheric moisture and dampness, The 
drugs should be stored in a dry godown. A 
godown where ganja is stored should be kept 
free of rats. Bats like hemp seed, and injure the 
ganja in their search for the seed. 1 kuow of one 
instance in which ganja was destroyed by white- 
ants. J 

19. In Bombay, ganja and charas are used only 
for smoking. Garda, that is broken ganja, is 
used for drinking. It is also sometimes given to 
buffaloes and cows as an appetizer. Garda is 
sometimes smoked mixed with ganja. 

20. Ganja is smoked principally by Hindu 
sadhus and labourers, and by Muhammadans of 
the working classes, and by fakirs. A few of the 
better classes of both communities, chiefly among 
the Hindus, also smoke ganja. In Bombay but 
little charas is used. It is smoked by Pathans, 
fakirs, sadhus, and people from northern India. 
I estimate that there are of all classes about 
2,000 to 2,600 ganja smokers, and from LOO to 
150 charas smokers in Bombay. 

21. Flat ganja is smoked in Bombay. There 
is no round ganja. A little garda is also used for 
smoking, mixed with flat ganja. 

22. Very little charas is smoked in Bombay. 
The charas smoked is generally brought from 
Amritsar. I do not kuow if this charas is Indian 
or foreign. 

23. So far as I know or can learn bhang is not 
smoked iu Bombay. 

24. Bhang is chiefly drunk in Bombay by 
Hindus from Guzerat, Kathiawar, and places 
north of Bombay. The Deccani and Konkani 
Hindus use it occasionally. I believe that bhang 
drinkers will be found chiefly among those clashes 
of the people to whom the use of alcohol is pro¬ 
hibited. There are fewer bhang drinkers among 
the Muhammadans than among the Hindus here. 
But little bhang is eaten in Bombay. It is used 
in this way by the Hindus who drink bhang. I 
estimate that there are about 400 bhang drinkers 
altogether in Bombay. Garda is chiefly consumed 
as a drink in Bombay, and 1 estimate the eon- 
sumers of garda in this way are from 400 to 450. 

. My belief is that the use of all these drugs 
is about stationary or slightly on the decrease iu 
Bombay, The following figures show the aver¬ 
age quantity of each drug brought into Bombay 


by the farmer during a year in the three last terms 
for which he held the farm : — 


TilRM. 

Average quantity brought 

IN A YEAR. ] 

Popnla- 

Ganja and 
garda. 

Bhang. 

Charas. 

tion during 
term. 

1S84-87 . 

1887-90 

1890-93 

Ind. Mds. 

S5S 

417 

380 

Ind. HdB. 

71 

65 

70 

Ind. Mda. 

8 

8 

6 

773,196 

773,196 

821,764 


27. Hemp drug consumers are confined to no 
particular class. These drugs are mainly consumed 
by labourers and religious mendicants. The bet¬ 
ter classes are chiefly habitual moderate or occa¬ 
sional moderate consumers of hemp drugs. 

I would say (I) that the desire for an intoxi¬ 
cant of some kind, which is a pretty general feel¬ 
ing among all races ; (2) religious prohibition to 
the use of alcoholic drinks • (S) association with 
hemp drug consumers; (4) want of money to 
purchase liquors in the case of very poor people; 
and (5) the use of a hemp drug as a medicinal 
agent, —are the chief circumstances which lead to 
the practice of consuming hemp drugs. 


28. Habitual moderate consumer’s allowance 
per diem. 


Drug, 

Quantity. 

Cost. 

Ganja 

a • • 

One tola 

Two annas with tobac- 

Bhang 

• • • 

» JJ * 

co, etc. 

Nine pies with pepper, 
etc. 

Half an anna with pep- 

Garda 

• • • 

» » • 

Charas 

• • t 

One-half tola 

per, etc. 

Two and a half annas 




with tobacco, ©to. 


Habitual excessive consumer’s allowance per diem. 


Drug. 

Quantity. 

Cost. 

Ganja , . 

Throe tolas 

Six annas with tobao- 



co, eto. 

Bhang , 

Two tolas , 

One and a half annas 

| 

Garda 

Three tolas . 

with pepper, ©to. 

One and a half annas 

Charas 

On© tola 

with pepper, eto. 

Five annas with tobao- 



coj etc. 


The costs here shown are for ordinary prepara¬ 
tions. Exceptional preparations would be more 
costly, according to the ingredients used. 


29. Ingredients ordinarily mixed — 

M ith ganja, tobacco in about equal parts. 
With bhang, black pepper mixed in water; some¬ 
times sugar is added. With garda, black pepper 
mixed in water; sometimes sugar is added. 
With charas, tobacco. 

Ingredients exceptionally mixed— 

Very exceptionally ganja is washed in rose 
water, mixed with tobacco and a particle of musk 
added and then smoked. BhaDg is mixed in 
milk with dried rose buds, black pepper sugar- 
candy, poppy seed, almonds, white pumpkin seed, 
melon seed, cardamoms, saffron and other ingre¬ 
dients. Garda is not usually prepared iu a special 
manner. With charas goorako is smoked instead 
of tobacco. 
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Well-to-do people use tbe exceptional ingre¬ 
dients and poor people the ordinary additions, 

I have not learnt that dhatura is used with 
Kemp drugs in Bombay. I am told, that it is 
necessary to mix tobacco with ganja and charas 
to mak e it smoke freely and to improve the taste 
of tbe smoke. The mixing of black pepper with 
bhang and garda is said to be essential to prevent 
its producing pains in the stomach. The other 
ingredients are added to make the drink more 
palatable and pleasant. I cannot learn that any 
ready-made preparation, ‘‘bhang masala,” is sold 
here to be mixed with bhang. 

30. I learn that tbe consumption of ganja, 
bhang, garda and charas is practised chiefly 
in company. The habitual consumer does also 
smoke ganja or drink bhang alone in his house. 
The consumption of hemp drugs in Bombay is 
mainly confin 'd to the male sex. Occasionally 
females may be seen smoking ganja or drinking 
bhang or garda; but the use of these drugs by 
females is exceptional. The females that use these 
drugs are usually prostitutes. The use of these 
drugs is confined to adults. It is, I believe, very 
nuusual for children to consuine these drugs. 

31. I think it mainly depends upon the charac¬ 
ter of the individual as to whether he will acquire 
the habit or not. If the individual does not 
happen to associate or come in contact with con¬ 
sumers of these drugs, he will not probably smoke 
or drink himself. On the whole, I would say 
that the temptation to form the habit is not great 
in Bombay ; but the habit would be very easily 
acquired if the individual had friends and asso¬ 
ciates who were habitual consumers. I un¬ 
derstand from my enquitics that the habit of 
smoking ganja, if of long standing, would be 
difficult to break off, and that the habit of drinking 
bhang is not so difficult to throw off. I believe 
the tendency is for the moderate habit to develop 
into the excessive; but this also depends very 
much on the individual himself. There are many 
moderate habitual consumers of hemp drugs 
who do not, 1 learn, become habitual excessive 
consumers. 

32. I have not learnt, that there is any social 
custom among Bombay people requiring them to 
use a hemp drug. During the Shimga and other 
holidays, bhang is sometimes made and drunk by 
Hiadus who do not use alcohol. Offerings of 
bhang are said to be very acceptable to the god 
Sbiva; but the offering of bhang is not essential. 
Offerings of bhang are said to be essential in the 
worship of Baldeo. Bhang is, I learn, offered to 
Devi by those who cannot, on account of caste, 
offer spirits to the goddess. The use of bhang iu 
the customs above referred to would not, I believe, 
be likely to lead to the habit of consuming the 
drug, except perhaps in the case of pujaris, 

The Hindu ganja smoker, before smoking, will 
often make offering to Shiva by repeating the 
words “Lena Shankar Lena Babulnath.” 

33. Public opinion is averse to the moderate or 
excessive habitual use of any of the hemp drugs. 
The occasional use of a hemp drug by an indivi¬ 
dual would not, I am told, be regarded as disre¬ 
putable. I understand that the habitual use of 
ganja is looked upon as move disreputable than 
the habitual use of bhang. I attribute the above 
mentioned sentiment as regards the habitual use 
of a hemp drug to the objection and dislike that 
respectable natives have to the use of intoxicants 
of all kinds, J have not learnt that there is any 
custom of worshipping the hemp plant by any 
Sects of the people here. 

vol. vii. 


84. It would, I believe, be a serious deprivation 
to an habitual excessive consumer of a hemp drug 
of long standing to have his supply of the drug 
cut off. The habitual moderate consumer would 
not feel the deprivation so great; hut a person 
of this class would feel the deprivation for Borne 
little time also. Some, at any rate, of the occa¬ 
sional consumers of bhang would also consider 
they had a grievance, as they believe that the use 
of bhang is beneficial to their health. I estimate 
the total number of hemp drug consumers in 
Bombay at from 3,000 to 4,000. 

35. In the island of Bombay it would, I believe, 
be feasible to prohibit practically the consumption 
of hemp drugs. The drugs would to some extent, 
without doubt, be smuggled and consumed illicitly. 
Prohibition would have to be enforced by making 
the possession and sale of a hemp drug a penal act. 
Prohibition would, I think, be an ill-advised 
measure. It would cause much discontent among 
emsumers, and, having regard to its use in Hindu 
religious rites, the discontent would not, I believe, 
be confined to consumers. I consider that the dis¬ 
content consequent on prohibition would amount 
to a political danger. I believe that if the use of 
hemp drugs was prohibited, many of the consumers 
would take to alcohol or opium, and many ignorant 
jeople would attribute the prohibition to the 
desire of Government to favour the consumption 
of liquor, particularly of European liquors. 

36. My belief is that wines and spirits are now 
being to a certain extent substituted for hemp 
drugs, I believe that many of the poorer classes 
of consumers of hemp drugs will go into the 
liquor shops if they have money. The hemp drug 
consumer resorts to ganja or bhang because it is 
a cheaper intoticant or he has caste objections 
against drinking liquor. I believe that the man 
with an English education, whose caste feelings 
are not strong, and whose parents would occasion¬ 
ally perhaps only drink bhang, will now take wine 
or spirits as being, according to his notions, more 
fashionable and in keeping with cultivated ideas. 

37. As far as I have learnt, ihe pffects of charas 
and ganja smoking are the same. The difference 
is said to be that charas is very much stronger 
than ganja. 

88. Round ganja is not known in Bombay. 
Plat ganja is usually smoked here. Garda, when 
smoked, is usually mixed with flat ganja. Garda 
is seldom smoked without being mixed with flat 
ganja, and then only because it is cheaper. The 
difference between the effects of flat ganja and 
garda smoking is, 1 understand, one of degree; 
the latter being weaker in its effects than flat 
ganja. 

89. 1 am told that bhang drinking is the least 
injurious form in which a hemp drug may be used, 
and that charas smoking is the worst form. Ganja 
smoking is said to be more injurious than bbang 
drinking. A little bhang only is eaten iu Bombay, 
and I understand, when eaten, it is more injurious 
than when drunk. Garda is drunk in the shops 
like bhang, and is said to be stronger in intoxi¬ 
cating effect and more injurious than bhang. 

40. Bhang and ganja are prescribed, I believe, 
by vaidyas as a medicine. Bhang is given to 
horses and garda to buffaloes as an appetizer or 
tonic. 

41. I am told that the moderate use of ganja 
acts as a digestive; it alleviates fatigue, and is a 
preventive of disease in an unhealthy country, or 
where the drinking water is not good, it is 
said also to be an appetizer. Bhang in moder- 

o 
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ntion is reported to act as a food accessory, to 
alleviate fatigue, and to be a febrifuge, it is 
said also to have cooling properties on the 
system. Many of the Jain jewellers in Bombay 
are habitual moderate users of bhang. They use 
it as a food accessory, to alleviate fatigue, and 
on account of its cooling properties. I am also 
told that in Guzerat and Kathiawar bhang is drunk 
by people in the hot season on account of its cool¬ 
ing properties. Many of these people only use it 
in the hot season. 

42. The habitual use of any of the hemp drugs) 
except in moderation, is, I believe, harmful. The 
occasional moderate use is, I understand, beneficial. 
I have come to these conclusions from what 1 see 
and hear. 

43. I believe that moderate consumers of a hemp 
drug are not offensive to their - neighbours. 

44. The immediate effect of the moderate use 
of ganja on the habitual consumer is said to be 
refreshing. It produces slight intoxication. It 
creates an appetite, gives sound sleep, and acts as 
a digestive. The effects last about three hours. 
The after-effects are lassitude, prompting subse¬ 
quent gratification, and producing a longing and 
uneasiness until the want is again supplied. The 
immediate effect of bhang on the moderate habitual 
consumer is said to be refreshing. It produces 
Blight intoxication. It creates an appetite, and 
the effect lasts about seven hours. The after-effects 
are said to be similar to those produced by ganja 
smoking, 

45 and 40. The habitual moderate or excessive 
u?e of a hemp drug does, I believe, eventually harm 
the consumer in a greater or lesser degree. The 
harm done will depend much ou tho individual’s 
constitution and his style of living, 

61 and 62. In Bombay it cannot be said that 
any large proportion of bad characters aro habitual 
moderate or excessive, consumers of hemp drugs. 
So far as I know or have learnt, there is only a 
little connection between crime and the use of a 
hemp drug. Consumers say that when they are 
under the influence of a hemp drug they feel timid 
and disinclined to fight; but 1 am also told that 
sometimes a ganja smoker acts violently. Some 
occasional consumers of hemp drugs are abusive 
when under the influence of the drug. 

53. So far as I know, excessive indulgence in 
any of the hemp drugs does not generally incite 
to unpremeditated prime of any kind. In excep¬ 
tional cases, however, excessive charas and ganja 
smoking is said to make a man violent and fren¬ 
zied. I do not myself know of any case in which 
the use of a hemp drug has led the consumer to 
temporary homicidal frenzy. 

64, I am told the drug? are. not so used. 

55. I do not know of any case in whioh a cri¬ 
minal, to further his design, has induced his victim 
to partake of a hemp, drug and become stupefied. 
I am told that it is dona but very rarely. It is 
said that complete stupefaction can be induced if 
a-sufficient quantity of a hemp, drug is consumed. 
An habitual consumer would require a larger quan¬ 
tity of the drug to completely stupefy him than 
would bp required for a new or occasional con¬ 
sumer. 

56. I have not learnt that in Bombay anything 
s added to hemp drugs to modify their intoxicat¬ 
ing effects. Tobacco and goorako are smoked 
with ganja and charas to make the fatter smoke 
freely* Black pepper is added to bhang and garda 
to prevent wind and stomach-ache, and other in - * 


gradients are added to make the drink pleasant. 
I have not learnt that in Bombay dhatura is added 
to hemp drugs for personal consumption or for 
administration to others. It is, however, said that 
sometimes dhatura and the roots of the jawari 
plant are added to hemp drugs to make them more 
intoxicating. 

57. I do not learn that ganja aud charas are 
eaten or drunk in Bombay. Garda is drunk 
generally. Garda is also eaten with bhang; but 
a very little of this preparation is consumed here, 

58. I am acquainted with the present system 
of excise administration in respect to hemp drugs 
iu the Island of Bombay, and I think it works 
fairly well. Some little improvement might be 
made; but there is no great need, I think, for 
any change. A very small number of people use 
hemp drugs in Bombay—from 3,000 to 4,000,. 
1 estimate- and the revenue raised is nearly 
Rs. 50,000 a year. 

59. To sell the license for eaeh hemp drug 
shop separately by public auction. To raise the 
duty of eight annas an Indian maund to Rb, 10 per 
Indian maund. To reduce the quantity of a hemp 
drug that may be imported, transported, sold or 
possessed in Bombay by an individual without a 
permit from 40, tolas to 5 tolas. By gelling 
each hemp drug Bhop separately, the absolute 
monopoly Bystem would disappear. To fh,e con¬ 
sumer this would be an advantage, as he would' 
have a number of shops with different shopkeepers, 
at any one of which he might make hi,s purchase. 
Competition among shopkeepers would reduce, the 
possibility of immoderate prices being charged, 
and insure to some extent the sale of good drugs. 
The number of competitors for the privilege of 
selling these drugs would be increased, and it is. 
reasonable to expect that there would be some in¬ 
crease iu the license fee collections. The rate 
of fixed duty, eight annas an Indian mauud, is 
low, and might he increased to Rs. 10. This would 
bring in a small additional revenue. The rate of 
fixed duty might be increased, from time to time, 
as considered necessary. 

The quantity of a hemp drug that may he im¬ 
ported, transported, possessed, or sold to an indi¬ 
vidual without a permit should be reduced from, 
40 tolas to 5 tolas to prevent people bringing into, 
Bombay any excess quantity of a drug for use on 
sale, 

63, I have no objections. See answer to ques¬ 
tion No, 59, 

64, So far as the island of Bombay is affected, 
the quantity of a hemp drug which ma y Be im¬ 
ported, exported or transported without a permit- 
might, I think, be reduced from 40 to 5 tolas. 
This measure would tend to prevent people run¬ 
ning out by rail to the Thane district and bring¬ 
ing back with them so much as 40 tolas of' the 
drug or any one bringing into Bombay so much. 

65, For the island of Bombay I do not think 
different fixed rates of duty should be charged on 
ganja, charas, bhang, and garda. A rate might be 
fixed for ganja, and the same rate charged on the 
other hemp drugs, Ganja is the chief hemp drug 
consumed ; and there are not, I think, great rea¬ 
sons here for having differential rates of duty on 
other hemp drugs. The incidence of duty on hemp 
drugs is, I think, slightly low at present in Bom¬ 
bay as compared with that on alcoholic drinks. 1 
have formed this opinion* having, regard to the 
oost of hemp drugs and ftlqobpl to thhoonsusaw 
as intoiicauts* 
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66. Only flat ganja is consumed here. See 
answer to question No. 65. 

67. I have no objections. See answer to ques- 
tion No. 59. 

68. In the island of Bombay there are seven 
shop 3 where ganja, bhang or garda, and eharas are 
consumed on the premises. There are also thir¬ 
teen places where bhang and garda are consumed 
on the premises. I feel very strongly that it 
would be a mistake to close such shops. The 
closing of these houses would cause a multiplica¬ 
tion of smoking and drinking places, over which 
neither the excise nor police authorities would have 
control. It would increase the sale and smoking 
of ganja by fakirs and other very poor people at 
street corners, near markets, and at other places 
where people congregate. It would also drive many 
respectable ganja and chavas smokers and bhang 
drinkers to prepare and consume the drugs in 
their houses, which would, I think, tend to increase 
the number of persons who make use of hemp 
drugs. 

69. The wishes of the people in the neighbour¬ 
hood of the proposed shop are consulted in Bom¬ 
bay before the Collector sanctions the opening of 
the shop, and the opening of the shop is disallowed 
if the objections of the people are considered 
reasonable. In the ease where hemp drugs may 
only be sold at the shop the abkari officers make the 
enquiry, and in the case where drugs are sold and 
consumed ou the premises additional enquiry is 
made by the police, as in the last-mentioned case 
a police license is required under Bombay Act 

XLTVIII of 1860. 

70. I do not think any hemp drugs are 
smuggled into Bombay from Native States. The 
present farmer holds the hemp drugs farm for the 
Tbana district, and there is, I believe, but little 
smuggling from other districts into Bombay. 

There is no general use of untaxed drags in 
Bombay. 

Oral eviden»e. 

Question 20 .—I base my figures here on the 
amount of the drugs actually supplied to the 
shops. From the figures given in answer 25 the 
wastage has to be deducted. These figures 
represent what was actually brought in. The 
amount actually supplied to the shops for use was 
less. The average for five years of ganja has been 
given me by the contractor as 258 Indian mauuds, 
bhang 46 Indian mauuds, eharas 6 maunds 83 
seers, garda 49 maunds. I believe this to be 
correct. In making my calculations I have used 
the es tima tes indicated in answer No. 28. I hold 
to these estimates. I think that the number of 
ganja smokers in Botabay is, as I show, far more 
than bhaug drinkers. The bhang drinkers who 
occasionally drink would raise the total in answer 
554 considerably. My estimate is on the amount 
required for habitual moderate use. I do not 
think that the occasional use of bhang is at all 
prevalent in Bombay, People from Gujarat do 
take it in this occasional way, but not Deccanis 
or Konkanis. Not even all Gujaratis. 

Question 35 — I was personally told in mak¬ 
ing my enquiries that some people believed that 
the attack on hemp drugs was due to a desire to 
foster European liquor. I ds not understand that 
jt is a general impression; but I think it is the 
genuine opinion of some ignorant people. 

Questions 45 and 46 .—I have not personal 
knowledge of harm dote by the habitual moderate 
me of tlTese drugs; but I am told that the gene- 
vol. vii. 


ral opinion, the popular idea, is that the habitual 
moderate use does harm. It is thought that if a 
man is comfortably off and well-nourished that 
injury is prevented. Otherwise it is thought that 
ganja smoking affects the lungs and causes cough. 
There is also a popular opinion, I think, that the 
habitual user of the drug (even moderately ) is 
sometimes not so trustworthy as others, less 
truthful and somewhat tricky. It is also said that 
the very excessive use of the drug causes lunacy, 
whether permanent or not I cannot say. I have 
myself no experience of any kind of harm from 
the habitual moderate use. I cannot be sure that 
I know anything even of the excessive use 
causing injury. About the shops I have some¬ 
times seen some wretched emaciated looking 
men; but I cannot be snre that this state was 
produced by the ganja. I should not say 
that I see many such men about the ganja 
shops. It is the ganja shops where they are seen. 
Iu proportion to the consumers, I should say that 
there were more such men about ganja shops than 
about liquor shops. I would rather not say about 
opium shops, as it is some time since they were 
closed. Generally, then, my impression is that 
there are more wrecks from ganja than from 
liquor in proportion to the number of consumers ; 
but not actually more. These wretched-looking 
objects are, I think, chiefly Muhammadans, 
beggars, fakirs. Fakirs are credited with indulg¬ 
ing in excesses in regard to ganja, but not (I 
think) in other excesses. Their want of food, 
clothing and comforts would tend to emaciation 
apart from ganja. I believe they take ganja 
because they are idle and have nothing to do; 
possibly also that they may not feel their priva¬ 
tions so keenly, ,1 think it possible that persons 
in comfortable circumstances only occasionally 
become wrecks from ganja; but I cannot say 
that I know a case. The persons I refer to are 
chiefly but not exclusively of the fakir class, I 
have occasionally seen people in shops who gave 
me the impression that they had been better off 
and had been injured in this way by ganja. I 
visit the shops for purpose of revenue duty. I do 
not consider it any part of my duty to enquire 
into the antecedents of consumers or the effects of 
the drugs. 

Question 58,— The revenue will be about 
B5 0,000 this year. The increase I believe to be 
due to competition in the auction sales and 
nothing else. I do not attribute it to the closing 
of the madak and chaudu shops. I believe these 
last-mentioned drags are as much consumed as 
ever. This year's revenue will he higher than 
ever before; but it has been steadily going up 
for years. 

Question 59.— Since I have known the business, 
we have bad only one contractor for each period 
for the whole of Bombay. I have indicated that 
the separate shop system would increase revenue 
and tend to improve quality. But I do not think 
that it would tend to increase consumption. The 
high license fee fixed by auction for each shop 
would keep up the price of the drug. This being 
the principal duty on the drug would also tend to 
prevent smuggling, as it would not be to the 
advantage of a shopkeeper to smuggle or connive 
at smuggling. I do not think, however, that the 
tendency would be for shopkeepers to push the 
sale of the drugs. 

In regard to direct duty, I think that Rs. 10 a 
mauud "is as high as we can take in the Bombay 
city owing to the danger that there would be of 
smuggling. It would he less dangerous to have 

o 2 
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a higher duty with the large contract system, 
because the large contractor would not be so ready 
to take to illicit practices. I do not think that 
there is any advantage in respect to control in the 
city of Bombay from the large contract system, 
though there is in districts. We have the small 
contract system in the city in respect to liquor. 

I do not think that the Government should di* 
rect its attention to the refinement or purification 
of the drugs. I think the condition at present 
entered in the contractor’s license sufficiently pro¬ 
vides for any action of (government in respect to 
the purity and quality of the drugs. The only 
complaints we ordinarily receive are in respect to 
the drugs not b ing sufficiently intoxicating. We 
destroy drugs that have deteriorated. I do not 
think I have ever had to take action myself. The 
contractor destroys useless stuff because it is his 
interest to do so. 

Question 68 .—My experience, i.e., what I am 


told, is that the place* where people meet to 
smoke chandu and madak are four times as 
numerous as they were when the shops were 
open. 

The seven "shops ” referred to in this answer 
are places where the people sit and smoke. The 
thirteen “ places ’’ are where the people take a 
drink of bhang or garda and go. They do not 
hang about. All these have the police license 
for consumption on the premises. They are all 
old-established places which have not changed for 
years. Applications for new shops, i.e , to in¬ 
crease the number, are not presented. The police 
are only referred to in regard to consumption on 
the premises. 

My impression is that the tax on the drugs is 
too low. I think that the ordinary liquor consum¬ 
er pays twice as much for what he wants as the 
ordinary ganja consumer would, or three times as 
much as the ordinary bhaug drinker. I think the 
rates should be equalised. 


39. Evidence of Rao Sareb Ganesh Pandtirang Thakar, Desha&tha Brahmin, 
Mamlatdar , Bandharpur, Sholapur District, at present auditing the jama- 
bandi accounts of the Boona District. Boona . 


1. I have been mamlatdar for the last fourteen 
years, and have served in the districts of Nasik, 
Ahmednagar, Satara and Sholapur, in all of which 
the hemp plant is more or less grown. As mamlat¬ 
dar, I have opportunities of observing the cultiva¬ 
tion of the plant, of watching the system of excise 
administration in respect to the hemp drugs, of 
coming in contact with the classes of people more 
or less addicted to the use of them, and of observ¬ 
ing its effects on the constitution, general habits 
and mode of living of such people. My answers 
are based more on practical experience than on 
any information derived from books. 

2. Iu all the four districts above mentioned, 
charas is neither separately collected nor sold as 
narcotic. The resinous substance which sticks to 
the hands of the persons employed in collecting 
the flowering tops is sometimes eciaped off aud 
made into enroll pills which are used for smoking ; 
but such pills are few and their use very rare. 
Ganja and bhang are locally known by the same 
names. The round variety of ganja is not manu¬ 
factured at all. The chur or broken ganja is not 
sold as a separate variety, but is mixed with the 
dry leaves of the female hemp plant, and the 
whole is sold as bhang. The leaves of the male 
plant are not used as bhang. Uncultivated plant 
is not'found in this part. The definition of bhang 
will therefore have to be modified as below, so as 
to suit the drug sold as bhang in these districts 
Bhang consists of small detached pieces of 
ganja, which remain as residue after 
ganja proper is taken off, mixed with a 
certain proportion of dry leaves of the 
cultivated female hemp plant. 

The definition of flat ganja may be accepted as 
it is. 

8. I know no distiict in which hemp plant 
grows spontaneously. 

4 to 8. I know nothing about this. 

7. In. many districts of this presidency hemp plant 
Is cultivated for the production of ganja. In the 
four districts mentioned above there is no separate 
cultivation exclusively for the purposes (i), (o), 
and {d). stated in answer to question 2, 


charas is not manufactured at all, I do not know 
of fibres ever being taken out from the hemp 
plant. In one village, Kamargaon, in the Abined- 
nagar district, hemp plants are cultivated, I am 
told, for seed alone. As already stated, ganja 
and bhang are taken from the same plant. 
Ahmednagar is the only district in which a large 
area is under hemp cultivation. In others hemp 
cultivation is carried on to a very small extent.. 
The ganja crop being of no other use, except as a 
narcotic, such quantities are only raised as are 
sufficient to satisfy the requirements of the district 
and the surrounding non-producing places. 

8. I did not get statistics about such areas. 
I am, however, of opinion that in some districts 
there is a gradual decrease in the area under hemp 
cultivation, owing probably to the fact that 
ganja is now being grown iu many places where 
it was formerly not cultivated, and consequently 
where it was required to be taken for local con¬ 
sumption from other localities. Cultivators of the 
hemp plant are not, under the present system of 
the abkari administration, at liberty freely to 
take the ganja produced by them to i he market, 
and sell it there openly like other commodities. 
For its sale they entirely depend on the ganja 
farmer. If, therefore, the ganja is not purchased 
by the farmer, the cultivator must keep it in hi* 
house and allow it to decay, thus losing the profit 
from his field for one whole year. This state of 
things is quite lively to induoe the cultivator to 
give up the cultivation of the hemp plant, and 
this tendency may partly act iu reducing the area 
under hemp cultivation. 

9. Before the setting in of the rainy season, 
the ground which is to be sown with the hemp 
plaut is prepared, as for an ordinary orop, by 
once ploughing and harrowing two or three times. 
About the beginning of July the seed is sown in 
rows about two feet apart; when the crop is 
about a foot high it is eleared of grass, etc., by 
hand-weeding or with the help of a small hoc. 
If the rainfall is sufficient and seasonable, tb# 
orop grows without any artificial irrigation. If 
the rainfall is soauty, it requires to be wateeed 
once a week or so. When < the plants attain 
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«tent maturity to enable the expert to distinguish 
between the male and the female plants, the. extir¬ 
pation of the male plants—which is the most 
important process in the cultivation of the ganja 
crops—commences. The male plants are carefully 
searched for and pulled up, as, if allowed to 
remain, they spoil the whole ganjacrop by making 
the female plants set seed freely and thus destroy 
the resinous matter, which is the *eal active prin¬ 
ciple in ganja. Transplantation system is never 
used. Ordinary cattle-yard manure is generally 
used, which, as in the ease of oilier crops, increases 
the quantity and improves the quality of the 
outturn. The same plot of ground is not gene¬ 
rally sown with ganja successively for two or 
more years. The plots are changed by rotation 
just as in the case of other crops. It iano doubt 
somewhat difficult to distinguish male from female 
plants while they are young, and it is only by long 
practice that the experts themselves dto able to do 
so. I remember it to have been stated to me that 
the earlier appearance of buds upon a plant ie one 
of the signs-of its being a male plant. The orop 
is ready for harvesting about the end of November. 

10. No, they are of the same classes as other 
-agricultural cultivators. 

11. No, never to my knowledge. 

12. No, I don’t think wild hemp is cultivated 
anywhere in the four districts for the production 
•of ganja. 

13. In the Konkan district, lying at the foot 
of the Sahyndri range of bills, there is no cultiva¬ 
tion, 1 am informed, of the hemp plant for ganja. 
In all districts above the Gbftts, however, hemp 
plant is cultivated more of less for the pro¬ 
duction of ganja. Dry climate, moderate rain¬ 
fall, and rich black or red soil, are the, necessary 
•conditions for the successful growth of hemp plant 
for ganja. No ganja can, I think, be produced in 
places where There is excessive rainfall, as in the 
Koukan. Whether the elevation above sea level 
has much to do with the success of a ganja crop, 
I am not in a position to say definitely. 

Among the Deccan districts, Ahmednagar and, 
after that, Satarn are the only districts in which 
there are extensive hemp plantations as compared 
•with other Oolleetorates. Why these two alone 
are selected for such extensive hemp plantations 
in preference to others, wh : ch possess the same 
advantages of climate, etc., is a question which is 
somewhat difficult to answer. It seems to me 
that the gunja produced in these two districts is 
considered to be of a superior quality, and has 
•consequently a greater demand in the foreign 
market. Large quantities of this ganja are ex¬ 
ported to many of the European countries, and 
this, I think, is the reason why these two districts 
have such an extensive bemp plantation all along, 

14. In all the four districts mentioned above 
ganja and bhang are prepared, but no cliaras. In 
Ahmednagar and Sahara, large areas are under 
hemp cultivation, and large quantities of ganja 
produced there are sent out to other places. In 
other districts ganja is produced in such quantity 
as is sufficient to satisfy the requirements of the 
district itself. 

15. When the hemp plant crop is ripe for har¬ 
vesting (which is indicated by a change of the 
colour of the leaves into a brownish yellow, and 
by the falling off of the older leaves), the flower¬ 
ing tops are cut from the stems and collected into 
heaps on a weli-prepnred plot of ground. The 
flowering tops are generally cut in thq morning, 
and are exposed in the sun till S or 4 p.m„ 


when they are trodden under foot. The exposure 
is, I think, necessary in order to remove, by eva¬ 
poration, the excessive vegetable snp which is 
found in all fresh cut plants, and which, if allowed 
to remain, would spoil the tops when they are 
trodden under foot. In the evening the tops are 
trodden under foot till they assume a flat 
shiij e. The heap is then turned over and exposed 
to the atmosphere till morning. Another instal¬ 
ment of the flowering tops is then thrown over it 
and trodden as before. This process continue* for 
four or five days, until the heap of the compressed 
ganja becomes a foot high. The ganja is dry by 
this time, and is ready for use or despatch to other 
places. The treading under foot is, I think, 
necessary in order to thoroughly mix the resinous 
sulistance with the fibrous portion of the flowering 
tops and to make it compact, so that it may he 
preserved therein for future use. 

Ganja prepared in this way is used for smoking. 
Before it is smoked it re washed two or three 
times to clear it of dirt, etc, and is then kneaded 
on the palm of the left hand by the thumb of the 
right, a small quantity of water being added at 
intervals. r I his restores the resinous matter to 
its original etioky form and enlivens the active 
principle in the ganja. The more the ganja is 
rubbed the more it gains in intoxicating proper¬ 
ties ; and it is said that an excessive ganja smoker 
would sometimes place a small quantity of soaked 
ganja upon the sole of his shoe and walk for some 
distance in order that the ganja may be com¬ 
pletely pressed by the heel of his leg, and thus the 
intoxicating properties may be enhanced. Ganja 
thus rubbed is mixed with tobacco and smoked. 

The only preparation used for drinking is ghota, 
a delicious drink made of bhang. A small quan¬ 
tity of bhang is first cleared of dirt, eto., and is 
then reduced to fine powder by pressing between 
two stones, a small quantity of water being added 
at intervals. It is then mixed with water and 
filtered through a piece of cloth. Milk, sugar, and 
spices are then added. Ghota is sometimes used 
as a cold drink during hot season. 

(B) There are four known varieties of ganja 
preparation made use of for eating—majuxn 
yakuti, gulkhand, and shrikhand. They are pre¬ 
pared almost in the same way, the spices added 
being different in the different varieties. The 
active principle of the narcotic is extracted by 
boiling ganja in ghi and water mixed in equal 
quantities. One part of this narcotised ghi is added 
to sixteen parts of sugar Byrup, and the whole, 
when solid, is cut into small cakes. This is majum. 
In the same way other varieties are prepared by 
mixing the essence of ganja with different spices. 

All these preparations are from the cultivated 
plant, not from the wild plant. 

Note. — No other form, except ganja and the 
so-called bhang, is prepared from the hemp plant 
in this part of the country. The preparations 
made from ganja, such as majum, etc., ought to 
have been stated in reply to question No. 19. 

lfi. No j as already stated, bhaDg is not sepa¬ 
rately prepared. The small broken pieces of ganja 
that remain are used as bhang. 1 do not know 
anything about the wild plant. 

17. Not by any particular class of people. The 
cultivators who cultivate hemp plants prepare 
ganja. Cbaras and bhang are not separatelv 
prepared. The persons who are licensed to sell 
ganja and its preparations generally prepare the 
varieties used for eating. Hhota is prepared by 
the person who wants to drink it. 



IS Yes ; gw nja and bhang deteriorate by keep¬ 
ing. Bhang being naturally a milder intoxicant 
deteriorates earlier. It bag not been ascertained 
by actual experiments that they quite lose their 
effects in time. But as their intoxicating pro¬ 
perties are gradually decreased, it seems that they 
will lose them entirely in time, They can be 
kept good, with ordinary care, for not more than 
twelve months. The principal causes of deterioratien 
are, I think, exposure to heat, damp, or atmos¬ 
phere and frequent handling. The first destroys 
the resinous substance by its formation into some 
other substance by chemical combination with the 
ingredients of the atmosphere,, rain, etc.; and the 
second by separating such resinous substance from 
the flowering tops, which, being dry, allow it to 
be easily detaehed from them by the smallest 
force. 

19. Ganja is also used for preparing majum, 
etc,, as stated in reply to question 15. It is ako 
used as a medicine by physicians practising in 
native medicine to cure looseness of bowels, to im¬ 
prove digestion, and, in small doses, to bring on 
sleep when the patient is restless. It is also 
used in the treatment of some of the cattle dis¬ 
eases. These uses are not limited to auy particular 
localities. 

20. Charas smoking is nowhere practised, 
except perhaps to a very small extent in the town 
of Bombay. In the mufassal ganja alone is used. 
No statistics are available as to the classes and 
the proportion of people smoking ganja. Different 
estimates might be given about this proportion ; 
but none, I think, could be accepted as correct. 
The best mode of finding out this proportion would, 
I think, be the following:—Take the quantity of 
ganja consumed during the year 1892-93 for the 
whole presidency j find out the daily consumption 
by dividing this quantity by 365 ; divide this quan¬ 
tity by the average rate of consumption of one 
person using the narcotic per diem, which I take 
to be about three-fourths of a tola. The quotient 
will represent the number of persons using ganja. 
This, divided by the population of the presidency 
according to the census of 1891-92, will give 
the proportion of ganja smokers to the whole 
population. It is true that the rate of consump¬ 
tion is not uniform either with reference to the 
several classes of consumers or in respect to the 
different varieties or preparations made from 
ganja. But, for the purpose of finding out the 
proportion, the above-mentioned quantity may 
safely be taken, I think, as a fair average. 

Ganja-smoking is not restricted to any parti¬ 
cular localities; it is practised more or less in all 
parts of the country. The people most addicted 
to the vice of ganja-smoking are mendicants, as¬ 
cetics, fakirs, gosains, bairagis, and such other 
irresponsible classes who pass ar> easy, idle life, 
maintaining themselves chiefly on begging. Ganja 
is also smoked by artisans and men of handicraft, 
such as smiths, weavers and drummers, who are 
required to work hard and continuously for a long 
time during day and night. In a few instances 
prostitutes and persons of loose character smoke 
ganja. 

21. In this part of the country flat ganja 
alone is used for smoking. No other variety is 
known, 

22. No charas is used in the mufassal. 

23. Bhang is not used for smoking. The ebur 
of .ganja, however, which is sold as bhang, and 
which contains, though in a smaller proportion, 
the intoxicant properties of ganja, is in a few 
instances used for smoking by poorer classes. 


24. The use of bhang for drinking is not limit¬ 
ed to any particular localities or classes of people. 
The drink prepared from bhang called ghota, 
being however somewhat costly, is usually nsed by 
well-to-do people, and* only occasionally by 
ascetics, mendicants, etc; 

25- The use of charas is not known in the mufas- 
sal. No statistics are available in respect of the 
consumption of ganja or bhang. I am of opinion: 
that there is a gradual decrease in the quantity 
consumed of both these drugs, owing probably to 
the fact that the people of the mendicant class, 
who form the majority of the ganja smokers, are 
gradually lessening in number; But the decline 
does not seem to be of any appreciable 1 extent. 

The- increase in the realisations of the abkari- 
revenue from intoxicating drugs cannot be ac¬ 
cepted as an increase in the quantity consumed. 
The increase is to be found almost exclusively in 
the license fees, which only represent the- amount 
paid by the contractor to Government for the 
purchase of the right to sell ganja and its pre¬ 
parations, without the slightest reference to the 
quantity consumed. In a particular year the 
total quantity consumed may be less than the 
previous year j but the contractor would still pay 
a higher amount to Government as license-fees, 
endeavouring, of course, to recoup the deficit by 
enhancing the retail price at which he would sell 
ganja to the consumers. 

26. It will simply be a matter of opinion and 
conjecture to give Bueh a percentage. I can,, 
however, say this much, that there are very few 
occasional consumers, moderate or excessive, in this 
part of the presidency. It is not customary to* 
use ganja or any preparation thereof on festivals, 
worship, or any other religious ceremonies. 
Drinking ghota or the drink prepared from bhang 
is neither enjoined by religion as a neoessary 
ceremony to he observed on the Maha Shivarafata 
day, nor is it practised as a matter oi fact. The 
occasional consumption, therefore, both of ganja 
and bhang, is very rare. The majority of con¬ 
sumers of both the drugs is habitual moderate- 
consumers, excessive coneumers being propor¬ 
tionately few in number. 

27. As already stated in reply to question 
No. 26, occasional consumption is very rare. 
Habitual moderate or excessive consumption is 
not confined to any particular class of people. The 
habit of excessive consumption is purely indivi¬ 
dual, An excessive consumer may bo found in 
any class of people. Well-to-do people who can 
afford to pay for any quantity of ganja are 
generally excessive consumers. 

28. Average allowance of ganja (for smoking) 
per diem is to (a) one tola, (}) two tolas. The 
average allowance of majum and other prepara¬ 
tions of gaoja is about half the above quantity, 
as those preparations contain the essence of ganja, 
which is a more powerful intoxicant. The cost 
would be different in different districts, according 
to the retail sale price, which varies greatly in 
different places. The average cost would be— 

,, (4 one anna ganja. 

I don't know about charas or bhang. 

29. I do not know of any ingredients ever 
being mixed with these drugs. Dbatura is not 
used to my knowledge. I do sot know bhang 
maesala. 

80. Ganja-smoking is practised more- inoom- 
pany, especially among mendicants, etc., than in 
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folitode. Majum, yakuti, etc., are, on the other 
hand, consumed more in solitude than in oonapany. 
Yes, the use of these drags is mainly confined to 
the male sex and to the mature age. No, child- 
dren are not found to indulge in these drugs, 

81. The habit is not easily formed; but,©nee 
formed, it is certainly difficult to break off. Like 
other intoxicants, these drugs have also a ten¬ 
dency to develop a moderate habit into ao exces¬ 
sive one. Among bairagis and others who form 
the largest class of ganja smokers this tendency 
is, however, kept in check by the difficulty which 
they find in obtaining the money sufficient to buy 
the required quantity of gauja. 

32. I am not aware of any such custom pre¬ 
vailing in this part of the presidency. It is some¬ 
times said that at Shiva puja (or the worship of 
the god Shiva) ghota drink is necessary. But 
this is not a fact. Habitual ghota drinkers pre¬ 
pare the drink at such puja for themselves, and 
•offer it to a new man who may happen to be in 
their company as a mere matter of courtesy, en¬ 
tirely leaving it to himself to take a small quantity 
if he chooses to do so. 

I remember, however, it to have been stated to 
me that it is a custom among the persons of the 
ascetic class to initiate a new man to ganja-smok- 
ing before be can be formally admitted to their 
class as a regular disciple. Once introduced to 
smoking in this way, he gradually falls into the 
habit, and in time becomes a thorough ganja 
smoker. 

83. Consumption of ganja and bhang in any form 
is regarded as a vice, and looked upon as a practice 
unworthy of society. The public would not ob¬ 
ject to the use of these drags on religious grounds ; 
but-on social grounds it would be held in great 
disrepute, especially the consumption of ganja and 
its preparations. This sentiment is primarily to be 
attributed to the possession by these drugs of 
intoxicating properties, and to their mischievous 
effects on body and mind. The use of intoxicants 
is regarded with contempt by every society; and 
the Indians, who, under the warm climate of 
their country, can altogether dispense with 
such use, would naturally look upon it as one 
of the worst type of indulgence. The fact that 
•the number of the ganja consumers is proportion¬ 
ately 1 very small has something to do with this 
sentiment. No narcotic or stimulant would fall 
in disrepute if it is indulged in by a whole na¬ 
tion. Were, therefore, all the Indians, or at 
least a large majority, users of this narcotic, its 
consumption would not have been regarded with 
so much contempt. But, as the number of persons 
indulging in these drugs is very small, the con¬ 
sumption is regarded by the non-consumjng 
population as a bad practice. Ghota drink, not 
possessing such strong iutoxicating properties, is 
not in so much disrepute. 

I know of no custom of worshipping the hemp 
plans on any occasion. 

84. Yes; it would, I think, be a serious priva¬ 
tion to all classes of the consumers of these drugs 
to forego the consumption of the particular drug 
they use. Their habit of using the particular 
drug is, by long practice, carried to such a height 
that they will not be able, under any circum¬ 
stances, to break it off soon. Nor will they be 
satisfied by the use of any other drag or stimulant 
for the one they had been using. If, therefore, 
they are prevented from using the particular drug, 
there will be seriou# discontent aud uneasiness 
•jnong them. 


Of the consumers, 60 per cent, ave; I think,, 
g©sains, bairagis, mendicants, etc .; 30 per cent, 
artizans, men of handicraft, etc.; 5 per cent, 
prostitutes; and 5 per cent, others. 

85. Under the present circumstances it is not,. 
I think, feasible to stop altogether the use of any 
■of these drugs. Sneh a prohibition would un¬ 
doubtedly encourage illicit consumption, at least 
for some time, especially among the mendicant 
class, which forms the majority of the ganja-con- 
sumers, and who will not be satisfied by the sub¬ 
stitution of any other narcotic. 

Such a prohibition oould be enforced either by 
recourse to special legislation, making the use of 
the narcotic penal, or by preventing the cultivation 
and importation of ganja altogether. But such a 
serious step would, I think, be quite uncalled for, 
and would create serious discontent among the con¬ 
sumers. I am not prepared to say that it may 
amount to a political danger. The whole body of 
the consumers, taken together, is bo insignificant 
in Dumber and wanting in influence that they are 
incapable of spreading the infection of their dis¬ 
content to the general public, so as to stimulate 
them to any aotion amounting to political danger. 

I do not think alcoholio stimulants or other in¬ 
toxicants will he had recourse to in case such a 
prohibition is enforced. Such substitutes would 
not satisfy ganja consumers of long habit, 

36. No, I don’t think alcohol is being substi¬ 
tuted. If there be any deorease in the quantity 
of these drugs consumed, it is to be explained by 
the fact of the gradual disappearance of the men¬ 
dicant class rather than by the substitution of 
alcohol. 

87. Charas-smoking is not known in this part. 

38. Flat ganja alone being used, I cannot an¬ 
swer the question. 

39. I am not in a position to answer this ques¬ 
tion satisfactorily. In practioe, however, I have 
found that, in the long run, ganja smokers are 
more injuriously affected than those that eat or 
driuk it in some form. The reason, I think, is 
that the poison direotly enters by inhalation iuto 
the lungs, aud is absorbed by, aud circulated 
through, the system more rapidly, thug producing 
more injurious effects. 

40. The reply is already given under question 
No. 19. 

41. I am not in a position to state definitely 
whether the moderate use of these drugs may be 
beneficial or not. In practice, however, it is used 
as a food accessory as well as to give staying- 
power, I do not know of ganja or bhang ever 
being used as a febrifuge. I refer to moderate 
occasional use. 

Moderate habitual use,—It is also used to give 
staying-power under severe exertion. 

Occasional use is pot restricted to any olasses. 

Habitual use—(£) prevails among persons who 
are required to work hard and ontinuously for a 
long time, such as smiths, dooly-bearers, weavers, 
toy-makers, eto, 

42. I am »ot in a position to answer, 

43. Yes; as far as I know they are perfeotly 
inoffensive, 

44. The immediate effect is to give a pleasant 
sensation, stimulation to work, and some appetite. 
Yes, it is refreshing. Yes, it produces intoxica¬ 
tion, but not such as to deprive the oonsUmer of 
his senses. It does not allay hunger. It creates 
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appetite to a small extent The effects last for 
about an hour or an how and a half. Yes; the 
after-effects are general depression of spirits, 
moroseness and unwillingness to work. Want of 
subsequent gratification produces longing as well 
as uneasiness. 

45. Habitual moderate use of the hemp drugs 
is observed to cause the following infirmities. 
Whether these results can, and if so by what 
scientific process, be connected with the consump¬ 
tion I am not in a position to say. A person long 
given to the habit of ganja consumption, even in 
a moderate form, is found to be very thin and 
generally weak, with impaired digestion, and 
suffering from bronchitis and, in a few cases, 
from astbma, He becomes lazy and averse to 
bard work; but his moral sense is not impaired, 
nor does he acquire habits of immorality or de¬ 
bauchery. I am of opinion that a long use of 
the drugs would result in a loss of appetite for 
sexual passions, owing probably to the affection 
of tho nervous system. 

I am not in a position to say definitely to what 
extent the use of these drugs is connected with 
the production of insanity. 

46. The above injurious effects are observed in 
an aggravated form in an habitual excessive con¬ 
sumer. His constitution is completely pulled 
down, and he becomes quite useless for work. 
He suffers from bronchitis and asthma of a worse 
type and is labouring under constant headache, 
uneasiness, and vacantness of mind. 

47 and 48. No, not to my knowledge. 

49 and 50. 1 have no information on these 
points. 

51. I am not of opinion that any large proper. 
ti.on of bad characters are habitual moderate con¬ 
sumers of these drugs. The classes generally 
known to be of bad character in this part of the 
country are:—Gopals, Wasudevs, Phaseparadhis, 
Dombaries, Katkiries, Cbitrakathis, Kaikadis, 
Be rads, Garudie, Lamans, and Bhamfes, These, 
ae a rule, are wandering tribes, never remaining 
in one place, but moving from place to place, 
showing their tamashas and juggleries, and beg¬ 
ging alms. I have never fouud any of these tribes 
especially addicted to the use of these drugs. 
Tbeir mode of life, their frequent movements from 
one place to another during the dark nights and 
their encampments in lonely jungles removed from 
human habitation,, naturally require them to bo 
always very watchful and alert, They must 
alwava be active and ready for any kind of action. 
Any long use of these drugs, even in a mild form,, 
would make them laz.v, idle, weak, and quite unfit 
for such work as they are called upon to perform 
for the very maintenance of themselves and their 
families. They, therefore, scrupulously avoid, I 
think, indulging in such narcotics. 

The moderate use of these drugs has, I think, 
no connection with crime in general or with crime 
of any special character. There does not seem 
to be any intrinsic quality in the use of the drugs 
to create a tendency to commit crime. On the 
contrary, infirmity and weakness, which are the 
necessary consequences of a long habit of ganja 
consuming, make a man useless for the commis¬ 
sion of crim>‘. Ganja consumers may sometimes 
he found to be inclined to commit petty thefts 
when they are hard-pressed for money. But tiiis 
inclination is common to the use- <f all other 
narootics when the consumers are reduced to 
similar circumstanoes. Opium eaters and alcohol 
ddnlfew are often reputed to have committed. 


thefts when hard of cash. And this inclination 
must naturally he much less powerful in ganja 
consumers, as the narcotic required by them i» 
comparatively very cheap. 

52. There is nothing, I think, even in the exces¬ 
sive use to stimulate crime. Such use" would, T 
think, by making a man still weaker, make him. 
more incapable for commission of crime. 

58. I don’t think excessive indulgence in any 
of these drugs incites to unpremeditated crime. 
It may make the consumer peevish, liable to easy 
provocation, and sometimes quarrelsome, but would? 
not stimulate him to commit unpremeditated 
crime of a violent nature. I know of no oase im 
which it had led to temporary homicidal frenzy. 

54. I don’t think these-drugs are ever used by 
criminals with the special object of fortifying: 
themselves for the commission of a premeditated 
act of violence or other crime. There may be- 
some persons who are bad characters, and at the- 
same time addicted to the use of these druj-s. 
Such persons may sometimes indulge in such- 
drugs before proceeding to commit an act of vio¬ 
lence, but that is not for the particular purpose of 
fortifying themselves, but is in accordance with 
their usual habit of taking a dose before commen¬ 
cing any work, good or bad, which requires con¬ 
centrated exertions or hard labour. In old times, 
we read stories of a daeoit or thug smoking a 
ohillum of ganja before proceeding to do his work: 
of thuggy. But such instances are now very rare. 

65. Yes, sometimes such cases are said to have- 
occurred, though none has officially come before 
me. It is said that sweetmeats prepared from these 
drugs, being most suited to avoid suspicion, are- 
generally used. The victims selected are gener¬ 
ally persons of tender age, and in some instances- 
simple ignorant women. These can be easily in¬ 
duced to partake of the sweetmeats. Such oases- 
if any, must nodoubt be very few. 

6(3. I have no information on the point. 

57. Chains is not used. The forms in which 
ganja is eaten have already been mentioned in 
reply to question No. 15. 1 have also briefly 

noticed, in reply to question No, 55, the use of 
such eatables made by the eriminals to facilitate 
the commission of crime., I have nothing to add. 

68 and 59. The present system is working 
satisfactorily, with the exception of a few points 
which will be noted below under appropriate 
headings. 

60. Under the present system the cultivation? 
of tiie ganja-bearing plants and the process of its 
preparation are, I think, sufficiently controlled; 
A cultivator, though he-is not prevented-by law 
from cultivating, berap plant, is not at liberty to 
prepare ganja from it without first obtaining a per¬ 
mit from the Collector of the district. Hemp 
plants as such, being of no use as a narcotic, unless 
ganja is prepared from- them, no restriction seems 
neeessavy on their cultivation. The present control 
on the preparation and the import, export, and 
transport is quite sufficient to guard'against smug, 
ling and the loss of excise revenue. 

There is, however, one point which seems to me 
to be objectionable. Under the present system 
the cultivator of the hemp plant is placed some¬ 
what at a disadvantage. He is cot allowed to take 
the ganja produced by him to the open market,, 
and sell it there to anv customer who may offer 
to him the highest price. He must sell it to the. 
ganja farmer. He must either submit to - the. 
terms, however disadvantageous they..anight be,. 
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offered to him by the latter, or allow his ganja— 
an article naturally liable to speedy .deterioration — 
to decay. Then again, if the quantity of ganja 
produced in a particular year, being in excess of 
the requirements of that year, is not purchased by 
the ganja contractor, he (the cultivator) is not 
at liberty to dispose of it by selling to any 
customer he may happen to find. Special legis¬ 
lation having thus reduced the number of bis 
customers to a minimum, the cultivator is debarred 
from securing to the full extent the benefits of 
free competition and of the natural law of demand 
mid supply. This is rather unfair, and requires, 
1 think, an alteration in the present system, so 
as to improve the position of the cultivator. My 
idea is that it would be more reasonable to make 
the ganja-farmer suffer for such disadvantages than 
the poor cultivator. This can ba done, 1 think, 
by the following arrangements, which I therefore 
most respectfully beg to suggest for the considera¬ 
tion of the Commission. 

Individual cultivation of ganja should alto¬ 
gether be stopped. No cultivator should be allow¬ 
ed to cultivate ganja on bis own account. The 
right of selling (retail) ganja should be sold on 
the condition that the purchaser (ganja-farmer) 
will have to make his own arrangements for the 
production of the supply of ganja required for 
the annual consumption of the district or province 
for which he has obtained license. The right of 
retailing ganja should be put to auction and made 
final in the month of May or June instead of in 
the month of July as at present, so as to give the 
ganja contractor sufficient time, before the sowing 
of hemp plants commences, to make arrangements 
with individual cultivators to raise ganja for him 
sufficient for the year’s consumption. He should 
apply for and obtain from the Collector the 
necessary number of permits for the cultivation 
of hemp in the names of such cultivators as would 
agree to raise the crops for him. He may, if 
necessary, advance money to the cultivators on the 
one hand, or bind them by such securities as may 
be deemed necessary on the other, iu order to 
ensure the production of the required quantity, 
and will bo responsible for the purchase of the 
whole quantity produced for him at the rates 
agreed upon between him and the cultivators. 

By this arrangement the cultivators will be 
quite free to propose tlieir own terms to the con¬ 
tractor, and to refuse to cultivate the hemp plant 
for him in case they are not accepted by him. Ou 
the other band, the contractor will be at full liber¬ 
ty to ask such cultivators to grow ganja for him 
as would agree to sell it to him at the lowest prices, 
or to cultivate it himself if lie thinks such culti¬ 
vation more profitable. Thus the law of free com¬ 
petition will have its full scope; the ganja con¬ 
tractor will be careful uot to carry the hemp plant 
cultivation to any unnecessarily large extent, and 
some of the land thus set free will he more usefully 
employed bv the production of ordinary crops. 
Moreover, the rights of cultivating and selling 
ganja bein.; combined in one and the same person, 
there will be less room for smuggling, and the 
license-fees may probably bring in a larger revenue 
to Government. 

61. Charas is not produced in this part. 

62. There is no separate cultivation of the hemp 
plant for the excessive production of bhang. 

63. I have already expressed, in answer to ques¬ 
tion No. 60, my views with regard to the whole¬ 
sale price, the price at which the ganja farmer 
buys ganja from the cultivator who produces it. 
lam humbly of opinion that the retail price, e.g., 
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the price at which the farmer sells ganja to the 
customers, is also objectionable. The selling 
price is not officially fixed under the present 
system. The farmer is left to himself to fix any 
arbitrary price he likes. He having scoured the 
monopoly of the sale of these drugs in a parti¬ 
cular locality, the consumers therein have no alter¬ 
native but to purchase them from him at any 
price he may choose to set upon them. Thus it 
sometimes happens that the farmer makes large 
profits by selling the drugs very dear, the whole 
burden of these enormous profits falling ou the 
poor consumers. Here, too, the natural law of 
demand and supply does not operate freely. I am 
therefore respectfully of opinion that the price 
at which a ganja farmer should sell ganja, etc., 
to the consumers should be officially fixed for 
each district or locality according to its circum¬ 
stances, This suggestion may be objected to on 
the ground that a farmer may suffer loss if in a 
particular year less quantity is Bold than was esti¬ 
mated at the time he purchased the farm. True, 
it is quite probable that such a contingency may 
occur; but the farmer must be prepared to take 
his chance as iu the case of other contracts, such 
as that of toddy, country liquor, tolls, etc. In the 
ease of tolls, for instance, the fees to he levied on 
conveyances are fixed, and the contractor is left 
to take his chance. He is not at liberty to in¬ 
crease the rates of fees, because he finds that the 
number of articles passin'g by his toll-bar is not 
sufficient to recoup the amount he bas paid to 
Government. In the same manner I thiuk the 
selling price of ganja may be regulated. It is 
true that there have been no complaints ; but 
this is no reason why feasible improvements 
should not he made. 

I shall illustrate by an example. Take Poona 
district and the town of Bombay. The quantity 
consumed duriug 1892-93 is respectively 248 and 
345 maunds. The Poona farmer has paid 
J Rs. 17,050 as the license-fee, while the Bombay 
man has paid Rs. 39,500 ; so that the Bombay man 
had to pay to Government Rs. 45*7 per rnaund 

— 1 7 0 5 0 V more than the Pnona man 

— * 48 ' as license-fees: add to these 
the duty of 8 annas per maund paid for transport¬ 
ing the ganja to Bombay from other districts, 
the conveyance charges of ganja from Poona and 
Bombay, which Would be about Rs. 2 a maund, 
and the establishment charges, which will be 
higher in Bombay than in Poona, amounting to, 
say, about Rs. 10 a maund. Thus it may be seen 
that the Bombay farmer lias to pay about Rs. 60 
more per maund than the Poona man. Now let 
us see what is the difference between the selling 
prices in the two places. The retail sale price in 
she Poona district is Rs. 120 a maund, while that 
in the town of Bombay is Rs. 285 a maund. The 
extra expenditure that the Bombay farmer is 
required to incur is Rs. 60 a maund, as Bhown 
above. Deducting this from Rs. 285, still there is 
a profit of Rs. 105 a maund to the Bombay man 
(Rs. 225—120, the selling price in the Poona dis¬ 
trict^ 105). Thus the Bombay man gets about 
Rs. 100 per maund more than the Poona man, 
and this amount finds its way into the pocket of 
the farmer. 

If the figures on which I have made my cal¬ 
culations lie reliable, my inferences would be 
quite correct. 

Then again, I am of opinion that the, prices 
officially reported are not the real prices. In prac¬ 
tice the ganja contractors charge a much higher 
rate. In the Poona district, for instance, the 
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price officially reported is Re. 1-8-0 per pound of 40 
tolas ; but I think the retail sale price actually 
charged is Rs. 2-8-0 per pound. There are at pre¬ 
sent no means to examine the accounts of the 
ganja-farmer. Had they been regularly kept, I 
am sure they would have shown a large profit to 
the farmer. 

For all these reasons, I am respectfully of opi¬ 
nion that the system of officially fixing the retail 
sale price is at least worth experimenting upon. 

64. The present regulations seem to be unobjec¬ 
tionable. 

65. No charas smoking known in this part. Con¬ 
sumption of bhaug comparatively small. Bhang 
is not separately taxed. The taxation, as com¬ 
pared with alcoholic and other intoxicants, seems 
moderate and fair. The quantity of the alcoho¬ 
lic stimulant required by an habitual moderate 
consumer costs about 5 aunas per diem and that 
of opium 2 annas. Compared with these, the cost 
of these drugs required also by an habitual mode¬ 
rate consumer is much less, and must therefore be 
considered reasonable. This cost includes the 
contractor’s profits, which seems to me unreason¬ 
ably high. If, therefore, they are reduced to a 
lair minimum by officially fixing the price, as 
suggested in reply to question No. 66, the cost 
will be still reduced, and the taxation will be clear¬ 
ly seen as quite moderate. 

66. The principle which governs or should 
govern the taxation of intoxicating drugs is, I 
think, that tho State should, by the imposition of 
heavy taxes, endeavour to check, as far as practic¬ 
able, the use of such drugs because they act injuri¬ 
ously on the body and mind of its suhjects. Accord¬ 
ing to this principle the intoxicant which has 
more mischievous effects by spoiling the body or 
mind or by creating a greater tendency to commit 
tho crime should, I think, be more heavily taxed. 
Unless, therefore, the different varieties have differ¬ 
ent powers of so aoting, they need not he taxed at 
different rates. 

67. My views have already been expressed in 


reply to question No- 63. The retail sale price 
not being fixed officially, the consumer is practi- 
oally required to pay a much higher tax in the 
shape of the price of ganja, though the tax impos¬ 
ed by Government is very moderate. The system, 
therefore, requires modification. 

68. In the mufassal there are not such houses. 
I am of opinion that it is not desirable that there 
should be such houses. 

69. Yes j generally they are. If a particular 
locality is objected to by the people, their com¬ 
plaint is sent to the local revenue officer for in¬ 
quiry and report; and if, on receipt of such 
report, the Collector is satisfied that there are 
sufficient grounds not to allow the shop to be 
opened, no permission is granted. 

70. No, there are no facts regarding the import¬ 
ation or smuggling of hemp drugs from Native 
States to which I wish to draw attention. 

Yes; duty is paid in respect of all the hemp plant 
drugs used. So far as I am aware, there is no 
use of untaxed drugs. 

Oral evidence. 

Question 13 .— My information regarding the 
export of hemp drugs to European countries was 
gathered from an Administration Report of the 
Abkuri Department, which I can mention after 
reference to my notes. 

Question 26 .—In the districts I have Bervod I 
have not found the hemp drugs to be used as a 
custom at religious ceremonies. 1 am a follower 
of the Shiva side of the Hindu religion, and I do 
not consider the use of the drugs essential. 

Question 35 .—The ascetics have not enough 
influeuce with any olass of the people to cause 
political difficulty. They may have exercised 
influence in former days, but times have chauged, 
and I only speak for my own part of the country. 
They have influence in religious matters, but not 
in political. 


40. Evidence of Rao Saheb Narayan Waman Deobhankar, Brahmin Mamlatdar 
and Magistrate, 3nd Olass, Chopda, District Khavdesh . 


1. I have been a Magistrate for the last fifteen 
years, and exeroised jurisdiction in eleven talukas 
in five different districts. I have thus had oppor¬ 
tunities of studying the habits of criminals in 
different parts of the Deccan as regards the use 
of the hemp drugs. I have also consulted some 
persons whose family have for several generations 
been dealers in these drugs, 

51. I do not think that any sensible proportion 
of bad characters are habitual consumers of any 
of the hemp drugs; their proportion is certainly 
larger than that of hahitual consumers in the 
general population of the country. I can only 
trace the connection of the moderate use of these 
drugs with crime in the following two ways :— 

(a) Criminals as well as consumers of the hemp 
drugs are recruited from the lower ranks of society; 
(5) a moderate use of these drugs prevents fatigue 
and exhaustion, and imparts a certain spirit 
and boldness to the temper; it has a tendency to 
concentrate the mind to the one object or senti¬ 
ment which is uppermost in the consumer’s 
thoughts, and to fortify it to some degree against 
danger and difficulties. 


I do not think that the use of hemp drugs by 
itself prompts a person to crime; they (the hemp 
drugs) are cheap enough to be within the reach of 
the poorest classes, and unlike opium they create 
no desire for sweet, greasy or other expensive 
food. 

52, The above answer bolds good mutath mutan¬ 
dis in respect of this question; only that a habi¬ 
tual excessive consumer is less disposed for the 
activity and excitement of crime than a moderate 
consumer. Excessive use is observed to have the 
effect of increasing frctfulness, but decreasing 
physical power§. 

53, Excessive indulgence in any of these drugs 
does not by itself incite to unpremeditated crime, 
violent or otherwise, unless such a crime happens 
to be uppermost in the consumer’s thoughts, or 
unless he conceives an intention to commit such a 
crime subsequent to his taking any of these drugs, 
iu which case the influence will tend to intensify 
and help on the intention so conceived. I do not 
know of any case in which excessive indulgence 
in any of these drugs has led to temporary hernia 
cjdal frenzy. 
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84. These drugs are used by criminals to fortify 
themselves to commit a premeditated act of vio¬ 
lence or other crime. I have observed one or two 
cases of this nature in the Ghopda taluka during 
the last six months. 

55. Criminals, in order to further their designs, 
do, in rare cases, induce their victims to partake 
of majum (a sweet preparation of bhang), and so 


stupefy themselves. Complete stupefaction cannot 
be induced by the hemp drug without admixture. 
I observed a case three years ago in the Nandgaon 
taluka of the Nasik district, in which a gosain 
administered majum to a person, and while the 
latter was in the drowziness of the drug, commit¬ 
ted theft of some rupees he had in bis turban. 


41. Evidence of TS. ao Saheb Shesho Krisna Mudkavi, Mamlatdar of Taluka 

Bijapur, Bijapur. 


1. I had no opportunity before of collecting the 
information I am now giving on this subject. 
Still I have attempted to answer the questions 
with the aid of statistics I have obtained from the 
ganja contractors, the Abkari inspectors, persons 
using bhang and ganja, and from my own scanty 
experience. 

2, In this part of the country charas is not 
manufactured at all. The definition given of 
ganja is correct. The kind of ganja manufac¬ 
tured here is flat ganja, kuown by its generic term 
ganja, instead of champta ganja. 

8. As far as I know from my experience in the 
Belgaum, Dharwar and Bijapur districts, hemp 
plant does not grow spontaneously in any of these 
districts. 

7. In Bijapur town 6 acres and 13 gunthas 
were cultivated for bhang and ganja. 

8. The cultivation is so infinitesimally small 
that it seems unnecessary to answer the question. 

9. After the opening of the monsoon, ganja is 
sown at the end of June or beginning of July in 
plough land in the same manner as jawari. The 
plant needs no irrigation (artificial) during the 
monsoon, after which it is watered by means 
of “ mote ” (water bucket). Prom the month of 
September male plants begin to come up among 
crops, and' they are at once removed, for their 
presence causes the female plants to seed and in¬ 
jures the crops. Grass or dirt among the ganja 
crops is weeded out from time to time, 

10. Here there is no separate class of ganja cul¬ 
tivators. They belong to the agricultural class. 
But, in order that the female plants may not be 
injured from the growth of male plants, experts 
are imported from other districts, and the culti¬ 
vation is managed under their supervision. 

11. The plants cultivated for the production of 
ganja are not raised from the seed of wild hemp. 

12. Wild hemp is not sown. 

13. The cultivation of ganja is not restricted 
to any part of the country. Moisture and a sup¬ 
ply of water are essential conditions, but rocky 
soil is unsuitable, 

14. In this part of the country ganja is culti¬ 
vated to a small extent. Bhang is also prepared 
from it. Charas is, however, not prepared. The 
cultivation in Bijapur of bhang and ganja this 
year will, it is estimated, produce about 60 
maunds of ganja and 15 maunds of bhang. 

15. In this part of the country ganja is not 
produced from the wild plants, which do not exist 
here at all. 

(A) Ganja used for smoking purposes. About 
the end of December, when the crop of ganja is 
ready, the tops of the plant, otherwise called the 
buds, are pulled out. These are placed in a pile 
vol. vii. 


four inches thick. It is then spread out on the 
ground and trodden under foot by coolies for 
three or four days, and then the ganja thus pre¬ 
pared is filled into bags. The ganja thus pre¬ 
pared becomes ready for sale. The people pur¬ 
chasing the ganja so prepared, if they wish to 
use any portion of it for smoking, squeeze it with 
their hands mixed with water, which is then 
thrown out and water mixed afresh. This pro¬ 
cess is repeated ten times at least. The ganja 
thus prepared, though fit for smoking, is not so 
used without a mixture of tobacco. 

(B) No ganja is eaten in this part of the 
country. 

(C) The powder left after the process of tread¬ 
ing, to which the buds placed in heaps are subject¬ 
ed, and from which the ganja is separated, is called 
bhang. That powder is sold to consumers using 
it for drinking. To render it fit for drinking 
purposes the consumers soak it in water. It is 
then rubbed with hands and cleansed with water, 
the process being repeated so often as to cause its 
green colour almost to disappear. The bhang so 
prepared iB then fried on a pan mixed with ghi. 
It is then mixed with water, poppy seeds, almonds, 
cardamoms, ginger, pepper and aniseed, and 
grounded on a stone and rolled into balls. Then 
a tinned pot or an earthen pot with a broad mouth 
is taken, and its mouth closed with a piece of cloth 
tied round it. On the cloth is then placed one of 
these balls, about four or five tolas in weight; 
water is then poured down on the ball in small 
droppings, and the ball is then dissolved with 
hands. The proportion of water to be put in 
is 80 tolas for each ball. When the dilution thus 
prepared is ready, the cloth is removed and sugar 
or gule mixed with the dilution. Afterwards two 
receptacles are used. The one (empty) is placed on 
the ground, and the other containing the dilution 
is held over it at some distance, which is gradually 
increased to the height of a man; and the dilution 
is then dribbled down into the empty receptacle. 
When the pouring is finished, the process is re¬ 
peated as often as is necessary to produce that 
amount of intoxicating power in the dilution which 
the drinker wishes it to possess, a repetition forty 
times being considered as a maximum. The mix¬ 
ture thus obtained is termed gbota. It then be¬ 
comes fit for drinking. During the hot season, this 
is used without anything else being mixed with it. 
In other seasons milk is mixed with it. 

16. Smokers prepare the ganja they buy for 
smoking. Ghota-drinkers prepare ghota in their 
bouses from the bhang they purchase. These 
smokers or drinkers are ascetics, bairagis, salis, 
koshtis, Marathas, and Musalmans. 

17. There is no limitation as to the class or caste 
of the persons making the preparations of the 
hemp drug. The ganja cultivators therefore 
belong to the agricultural class, and they make the 

p 2 
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preparations themselves with the aid of experienc¬ 
ed persons. 

18. I have no personal knowledge on this sub¬ 
ject. I consider two years to be the longest time 
beyond which the drugs cannot keep good. Its 
keeping in good condition or deterioration depends 
upon the climate, according as it is dry or wet. 

I have no experience of the causes of deterioration, 
neither can I think of auy means to prevent such 
deterioration. 

19. In this part of the oountry ganja is used 
only for smoking. 

20. Ascetics, bairagis, salis, koshtis, Musal- 
mans, and occasionally singers chiefly smoke ganja. 
Their proportion to the general population cannot 
be stated in exact percentage, but approxi¬ 
mately it may be estimated at 1 to 2 per cent. 

21. In this part of the country, flat ganja only 
is used for smoking, and it is considered the best of 

all. 

22. Charas is not at all prepared in this part of 
the country. 

23. Bhang is not used for smoking. 

24. People of the ordinary class drink bhang. 
Detailed information on this point is given in the 
answer to the 1/th question. On the whole the 
proportion of this class of people is not greater 
than 5 per cent. 

25. That the use of ganja is on the increase is 
evident from the fact that the ganja-revenue is 
increasing every year, 

26. It is very difficult to ascertain the propor¬ 
tion of these classes to the total consumers indi¬ 
cated in the respective headings, but the following 
seems a fairly reasonable estimate 

(a) 50 per cent. 

(A) 10 per cent. 

(e) 25 per cent. 

(d) 15 per cent. 

27. It has already been stated in the answer 
to the 17th question what people use this drug. 
The (a) class mentioned above generally comprises 
weavers and morning; the (A), ascetics, bairagis 
and fakirs; and the (c) and (d) the ordinary classes 
who are occasional consumers. It is the idle 
classes of people that take to this vice contracted 
by association with bad company, and generally 
poorer classes are addicted to this. The (a) class 
uses this drug to alleviate fatigue in such moder¬ 
ate quau tity as to cause no obstacle to their daily 
avocations. 

28. The habitual moderate smokers of ganja 
require from one to two tolas per head per diem, 
while habitual excessive consumers require about 
four tolas per diem. Its cost is half anna per tolk. 

29. Occasionally dhatura seed, kuebara (nux- 
vomica) seed and bachnak (aconite) are mixed with 
the ganja used for smoking, to make it more 
intoxicating. Common tobacco is ordinarily mix¬ 
ed. with it as an essential ingredient. I have not 
been able to ascertain what other ingredients, if 
any, are mixed with it. It is usual to mix spices 
in bhang (ghota), the process of which has been 
described in the answer to the 15th question. 

30. It seems necessary to specify here the 
classes consuming the drug in solitude and those 
consuming it in company. Ascetics and bairagis 
wishing to secure concentration of mind to devo¬ 
tion and those wishing to keep their vice out of 
knowledge to others use the drug in solitude. 
These classes do not generally associate with 
society. Labouring classes, who have ordinarily | 


to come into coutaot with their fellow-labourers, 
use it in company to a moderate extent; and some 
of them use it also in solitude in their own houses 
to an extent sufficient to satisfy their cravings. 
The proportion of consumers in solitude is very 
small. The consumption is mainly confined to 
male sex. Females generally do not smoke it. 
The addiction occurs at an age later than eighteen, 

31. Those, who have no association with con¬ 
sumers of the drug and those who are educated in 
moral and religious subjects, never become prone 
to this habit. Several others, too, contract this 
habit by association with consumers of the drug. 
It is very difficult to break off. Except in the 
case of ascetics and bairagis and fakirs, there is 
no tendency in this drug for the moderate habit to 
develop into the excessive. 

32. There is no custom at all, social or religi¬ 
ous, in regard to the consumption of any intoxi¬ 
cating drugs, like bhang, ganja, etc. On the con¬ 
trary, their use is forbidden by religion. A con¬ 
sumer of such drags is hated by respectable men, 
and so there is no religious or social binding to 
use the drug. In the case, however, of ascetics 
and bairagis it is regarded as a necessity for con¬ 
centration of mind in contemplation or devotion; 
but there is no authority of the shastra for such 
sentiment. 

33. The public opinion (social and religious) 
is against the use of the drag. Consumers who 
in their intoxicated state are intemperate in their 
conduct and speech are shunned by respectable 
societies. The addicted are sensible of their vice, 
and generally avoid appearance in public, while 
such societies avoid company with tbe consumers 
for fear of contracting their habits. There is no 
custom either among the Hindus or the Muham¬ 
madans of worshipping the hemp plant. 

34. It would be a serious privation to many 
classes of consumers to forego the consumption 
of the drag. For a few days there will be an 
obstacle to their mental or physical action. Just 
as the health of any ordinary man will suffer if he 
is not given his daily food, so will that of the 
bhang-consumer do if he is deprived of the use of 
this drug. But the abandoning of this habit will 
be beneficial to him in the end. The sufferance 
that might be caused in consequence is only a 
temporary one. After the lapse of some days in 
self-denial the practice leads to the cessation of 
the former habits, and the consumer’s mental and 
physioal powers would be maintained, The pro¬ 
portion of the people, who have once contracted 
the habit and who subsequently leave.it, can 
hardly be 1 per cent, of the total consumers. 

35. It is very necessary to prohibit the use of 
these drags. The prohibition will lead to illicit 
consumption. The only way to enforce tbe prohi¬ 
bition seems to me to prevent by law the cultiva¬ 
tion of these drugs in British ami even in foreign 
territories, a severe penalty being attached to the 
breach of this rale. The police and the abkari 
departments should keep watch. Informers of 
illicit cultivation should be rewarded, and the 
trials of such cases should rest with lower grades 
of: magistrates. The prohibition would, for some 
time, occasion temporary discontent among tbe 
consumers; but there is not the least ground for 
apprehending that such discontent would amount 
to a political danger, the people iu this part of 
the country being loyal and of mild nature, and the 
proportion of the persons using bbang and ganja 
to the general population being too small to be 
taken into consideration. It cannot even for a 
moment be supposed that a measure affecting p^ly 
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such community would lead to political danger. 
The increasing practice being detrimental to the 
public health, it is the duty of the good-principled 
ruler to stop it. Although the vice of indulging 
in bhang and ganja and that of drinking liquor 
have no connection with each other, the prohibition 
is likely to lead some of them to have recourse 
to opium and others to alcoholic stimulants. 

36. For the present there is no practice come to 
notice of alcohol being substituted for these drugs. 

JF. B .—The answers to the questions in the 
5th chapter apply both to bhang and ganja. 

37. Charas is not used in this part of the 
country. 

88 and 39. Both the smoking of ganja and the 
drinking of bhang (ghota) produce intoxication. 
The smoking produces heat in the body. It in¬ 
creases appetite and is likely to affect injuriously 
the consumer’s brain and blood if he is not given 
sufficient food to eat. It is also likely to bring on 
asthma and cause disorder of lungs. Such are not 
the effects of the ghota, the use of which keeps in¬ 
toxication longer than in the case of the ganja- 
smoking. It also sustains consumer’s power of 
.working. A ghota has a cooling effect in the end. 
It does not tend to increase appetite, nor is it so 
injurious to health. If consumed in a moderate 
quantity, it has these advantages. But ordinarily 
moderation is not observed, and its immoderate 
use is therefore injurious. 

40. Purified bhang and ganja are used for 
medical purposes. Purified bhang and ganja are 
mixed in certain proportion with some of the 
medicines prescribed for cough, high breathing, 
piles and other diseases. It is also mixed with 
some medicines prescribed for certain cattle 
diseases. But it is not to be supposed that there 
are other cures for the diseases mentioned above. 

41. It is known from experienced people that 
moderate consumption of these drugs have the 
effects mentioned in (a), ( b), and (e). Their use 
serves to secure concentration of mind to any 
subject. 

(a) On rare occasions it is useful to invalids. 

(4) As already stated in the answer to the 
17th question, it is used by weavers and others 
for this purpose. 

(c) It is useful to ascetics, bairagis and others 
going on pilgrimages and travelling in hot or cold 
countries with or without clothes on. 

(d) Persons leading their life as devotees. 

It is difficult to state the proportion. The 
above information relates to the habitual moderate 
consumers. 

42. It does not seem necessary to answer this 
question in view of the answer given to the pre¬ 
ceding question. 

43. Intoxication from bhang and ganja is 
pleasing to consumers in their sedentary position, 
apd they are therefore inoffensive to their neigh¬ 
bours. 

44 to 46. Reliable information is not obtain¬ 
able to give satisfactory answers to these questions, 

47 to 52. I am not aware of any instances of 
this nature. 

53, Excessive indulgence in this drug causes 
quietude in a consumer and deprives him of the 
power of excitement. Therefore there is no in¬ 
citement in the consumer to any violent or other 
crimes, I known of no ease in which it has led 

temporary homicidal frenzy. The state of the 


man, even when he is under complete influence of 
the drug, is not such as to incite him to commit 
suicide. 

54. No. 

55. The smoking of ganja does not bring on 
insensibility, but only slight intoxication. 1 am 
not aware of any instances of the nature indicated 
in the question. Insensibility is not produced 
without a mixture of any other substance with 
this drug. Dbatura seed, kuchara or other sub¬ 
stance is necessary to produce perfect insensibility. 

56. Dhatura is not mixed with this drug in 
order to induce consumption. I have not been 
able to obtain information on the other points. 

57. Ganja is not eaten in this part of the 
country. Bhang (ghota) is drunk. This and 
the effects of its use have already been mentioned 
above. Cbaras is not prepared in this part of the 
country. 

58 and 59. The existing rules relating to bhang 
and ganja should have a provision of an enactment 
prohibiting the cultivation of ganja. Should this 
be found inexpedient, such duty should be imposed 
on ganja as would make it a costly article. To 
attain this object, a rule should be made requiring 
the storage of bhang and ganja in a place assigned 
for the purpose, and the duty due to Government 
should be paid by the contractors. 

The shops, where the sales of bhang and ganja 
are considerable, should be sold by auction, and 
those where the sales are not large should be farmed 
as at present for a lump sum. 

The existing rule permitting the sale of ganja 
not exceeding forty tolas per diem per head 
enables a purchaser to dispose of a portion of it to 
another. If such a transaction be declared illegal, 
it would check the increase of the vice. To attain 
this end, the limit of forty tolaB should be reduced 
to four tolas, the maximum quantity needed per 
head as shown in the answer to question 28. More 
than this should not be allowed to be sold to one 
person. If this course be adopted, the vice would 
materially decrease. 

60. The cultivation of the gauja-bearing plant 
does not require supervision, but it seems desirable 
that the process of the preparation of ganja and 
bhang should be subjected to supervision ; ganja 
is not capable of being prepared secretly. The 
present supervision seems therefore sufficient. 

61. Cbaras is not produced in this part of the 
country. 

62. Ganja and bhaDg are products of the same 
plant. To prepare a good ganja it is necessary 
that the plant should not be allowed to reach 
maturity. Bhang requires a mature plant. When 
ganja is produced from immature plants, bhang 
turns out bad, aud when bhang is made from 
mature plants ganja does not turn out good. 
Therefore a farmer should take precautions to 
manufacture good ganja from immature plants, 
and should reserve plants in an allotted area for 
preparation of good bhang. A rule should be so 
made that a farmer may not be able to obtain thut 
advantage for the bad stuff which he can get for 
the good one. 

63. There seems no need of any charge in the 
existing system relating to the wholesale vend of 
giroja and bhang. As regards the retail vend the 
farmers attempt to extort from purchasers any rate 
they like. This is hard on the purchasers. There¬ 
fore, the farmers should be bound, as in the case of 
opium contracts, to sell at such rates as ma v he 
prescribed by the Collector or other officer authorize 
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ed by him in this behalf, regard being had to the 
duty paid by the farmer and the cost of the drugs. 

64 to 66. This has been explained in the answer 
to the questions 58 and 59. There seems no objec¬ 
tion to a same rate of taxation being imposed on 
bhang and gauja. 

67. The imposition of a high duty as suggested 
in the answer to question 59 would relieve poorer 
classes from this vice, as their means generally 
would not enable them to purchase the drug at 
the proposed rate. It is, however, true that persons 
who can afford that rate would buy, but the 
number of such persons is very small; but, all 
things considered, the number of consumers would 
decrease. 

68. The number of persons openly drinking on 
the premises of licensed shops is very small; there 
is a suggestion on th8 part of respectable classes 
that the consumption on the premises should not 
be allowed as tending to multiply the number ad¬ 
dicted to this vice, and causing annoyance to the 
general public ; but as the use of gaoja and bhang 
is prejudicial to the health of the consumers, it 
seems to me desirable that Special measures should 
be adopted to check the spread of the vice and 
gradually reduce the number of consumers. As 
observed in the answer to question 67 the imposi¬ 
tion of a duty would lessen the number of the 
poorer classes of consumers and confine its pur¬ 


chase to persons of means. My opinion therefore 
on this part of the subject is that a rule should be 
made providing that persons wishing to purchase 
bhang or prepare ghota should consume the stuff 
on the premises of the shops. This measure will 
deter persons whose means permit them to indulge 
in this drug from resorting to the shops for con¬ 
suming the drug there on the premises, as to do so 
will be felt by them as a very disgraceful act. 
Thus the number of persons resorting to tbe,shops 
will be considerably reduced. I therefore consider 
that the rule requiring consumption on the premis¬ 
es should he passed. 

69. Whenever a shop is desired in any village 
for the sale of this drug, the farmer first makes an 
application. The wishes of the villagers are then 
consulted; and od consideration of the extent of 
consumption of bhang and ganja in that village, 
the shop is allowed if the villagers wished it, and 
there is no objection on other grounds. I see no 
necessity for a change in this system. 

70. Instances of smuggling of such drugs from 
Native States are not detected. There is, however, 
a considerable cultivation of ganja in Native States, 
and it is sold there at cheaper rates. There iB there¬ 
fore reason to believe that persons addioted to this 
drug and residing in British villages on the fron¬ 
tier are in the habit of illicitly importing ganja 
into British territory. 


42. Evidence of Rao Saheb Yithal 
Magistrate, 2nd class, 

51. Generally speaking, only a few bad charac¬ 
ters are to be found amongst those who consume 
these drugs (excepting charas, which is not known 
in this district) on a moderate scalo. It is to be 
observed that these consumers on a moderate scale 
have connection with gambling and ordinarily not 
with any other crime. 

52. There are but very few such kind of consu¬ 
mers here, aud of them a larger proportion (than 
that of moderate consumers) are bad characters, 
and take to gambling, petty thieving, petty violence 
and immoral acts. 

53. Excessive indulgence in any of these drugs 
is generally believed to incite to such crime, though 
such a case has not crossed my experience. There 
was not a case of this kind in my own court or in 
any offico I served. But I have read High Court 
decisions (Indian Law Report, Yol. XIV, page 
564) in which the accused was addicted to smoking 
for two years and thereby two murders, one of his 


Raghunath Danji, Mamlatdar and 
Vengurla, Matnagiri. 

wife and the other of his child, were committed by 
him. Therefore I think that the using of hemp 
drugs spoils the head and induces the frenzy allud¬ 
ed to. 

64. There was not a case in my court in which 
a criminal had fortified himself by the use of these 
drugs to commit a crime. But I have known in¬ 
stances in which people wishing to be rough or 
violent in religious assemblies or processions forti¬ 
fied themselves in the manner indicated by tbe 
question, 

55. A case of the kind meant by the question 
has not come within my personal experience as a 
Karknn or as a Magistrate, Excessive use of 
ganja or bhang alone is known to induce complete 
stupefaction for a stated period j but with admix¬ 
ture of dhatura or such other drugs, the stupefying 
intoxication is more easily reached in practice. 
As mentioned above, the use of charas is not 
known in this district. 


43. Evidence of Rao Sahib L. M. Deshpaede, Brahmin, Mamlatdar and 
Magistrate, 1st Class, Poona City. 


7. Cultivation ,—In this district hemp plant is 
cultivated for ganja and bhang. Wild plant is 
not known. The extent of cultivation'at present 
is about 10 acres only, and the figures for the last 
ten years have varied every year and ranged between 
30 and 10 acres. The outturn has been on an 
average only 180 maunds, which is very trifling. 

14. Manufacture.— Ganja alone is manufactured 
from the plant, neither charas nor bhang in the 
sense in which it is understood in Upper India. 
The dried flowering tops are called ganja, and the 
bits of leaves and the fragments detached from the 
flowering tops while being trodden under foot are 


called bhang. Charas is seldom used in this 
district. Majum, yakuti, and gulkand and shri- 
kand are the confections prepared from the gaoja. 

19. Uses .—The drugs are used sometimes medi¬ 
cinally, but more frequently for smoking and 
eating. Ganja is smoked, and bhang is used for 
making a cooling and refreshing beverage called 
ghota. The other sweetmeats are eaten by habi¬ 
tual consumers. 

20. Consumers .—'The consumption is not con¬ 
fined to any particular class. Almost all classes 
use the drug, butjehiefly the gosavis, eadhus, fakirs, 
hakims, and all men of mendicant class going on a 
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pilgrimage from place to place, as the use of the 
drug is said to help them to take long journey and 
to deaden the pain of suffering and starvation in 
their tours. The use of bhang and of the sweet 
confections from the ganja is not very extensive, 
as would appear from the following proportions 
which have been arrived at from an inspection of 
the accounts of the vendors of the drugs. In every 
hundred consumers of the drugs there are about 
90'4 ganja smokers, 2 - 4 majum eaters, 1'9 
yakooti eaters, and the same proportion for shri- 
khand and gulkand eaters, and about 1'5 drink 
bhang (ghota). The number of men using the 
drugs cannot be precisely given, as no reliable sta* 
tistics are available, but regard being had to the 
average daily allowance of ganja required by a 
habitual moderate consumer, and the quantity of 
ganja sold annually in the district, the figure 
might be put down at 2,800 for the district. This 
will give us about 2,520 men as ganja smokers, 
about 56 yakuti eaters, and about 28 for each of 
the other confections and bhang. In every 
thousand of population of the district there are 
not move than 2'6 men who use hemp narcotics. 
This will show that the use of the eatables and 
bhang is so limited, that it is not possible to arrive 
at any conclusion regarding them as causes of 
crime and violence. The number of ganja smokers, 
though comparatively very large, is entirely in¬ 
significant when compared with the population of 
the district. 

28. The daily allowance of ganja per head is 
one and two tolas, and that of bhang three and 
six masas for habitual moderate and excessive con¬ 
sumers respectively. 

40. Effects— The effects of the use of ganja 
for medical purposes are stated to be good. Ganja 
excites hunger and gives some tone to the nervous 
system. But we are not so much concerned with 
the medicinal effects as with the effects of the 
habitual use of the drug. 

44. The first effects are not always bad. The 
first dose is refreshing. It produces exhilaration 
of spirits, a merry mood and a pleasant sensation. 
The man seems to enjoy the intoxicatiou, and 
no harm comes to him from such occasional 
use. But the fact is otherwise with a habitual 
consumer. At times he is wild, garrulous, and 
incoherent, and the excitement over he is disposed 
to sleep. There is the depression of spirit, 
a broken-down constitution, loss of appetite, 
derangement of the alimentary canal, and gene¬ 
rally an anremic appearance so characteristic of the 
habitual consumer of ganja. 

45. The occasional use of ganja in moderate quan- 
tity is said to be conducive to health. It acts ss 
stimulant and engenders activities and is generally 
held to be beneficial to health, although when 
taken in excess or continued as a habit it has a 
very prejudicial effect on health and mental faculty. 
I have consulted a few of my frieuds in the medical 
profession, and they are all unanimous in condemn¬ 
ing the habitual use of ganja, as being essentially 
deleterious to the health, 

46. In habitual excessive consumers all the 
symptoms are greatly aggravated, and in addition 
there is the deterioration of the mental faculties. 
There is loss of memory, numbness and want of 
power and control over the nervous system, and 
helpless condition and complete depression and 
inactivity. In such cases the abuse of ganja leads 
undoubtedly to insanity of a serious character, but 
much oftener to a harmless idiotcy. 

51. Bad characters generally do indulge in some 
kind of intoxication, but to a small extent in 
hemp drugs intoxication. Those who use the 


drugs are habitual moderate consumers, but very 
seldom exoessive consumers. The habitual moderate 
consumers are not hardly turbulent. They are 
mostly quiet, and are not given up to any tumul¬ 
tuous act. An occasional excessive consumer may, 
as I have noted above, be very violent, and do some 
iniquitous acts, mostly aimless and unpremeditated. 
I know of no case in which ganja has ever been 
shown to be an incentive to crime. 

52. The habitual excessive consumer is hardly 
ever oapable of committing violent acts. Exces¬ 
sive smokers are ordinarily very quiet with a ten¬ 
dency to imbecility. The effect of an excessive 
habitual dose is to stupefy rather than to excite. 

Intoxication has never been a national vice in 
India, although within about a quarter of the 
century it has been resorted to to some extent. 
Drunkenness has been widely prevailing, but hemp 
drug intoxication is very rare. It is within our 
daily experience that much crime is committed 
under the influence of drunkenness. The facilities 
are so great that the men of lowclasses, especially 
the Mahurs, Mangs and Kolis, all resort to the 
liquor shop and drink unreservedly. As a rule 
they are never satisfied with moderate drinking. 
They will drink to excess, as they regard the 
pronounced feeling of intoxication as an adequate 
return for the money spent on the liquor. In 
such a state of intoxication they commit crime or 
other iniquitous acts which render them aimieuable 
to the law. Drunkenness as the cause of crime 
has been well recognized in the fact that a section 
has been enacted in the Bombay Act IV of 1890, 
making it penal for a man to be drunk and be dis¬ 
orderly in a public street. Moreover, all cases 
under section 510 of the Indian Penal Code that 
have come up for disposal were all with reference 
to intoxication due to alcoholism, never to any 
other kind of intoxicants. 

53. Excessive indulgence, as I have said above, 
at times leads to unpremeditated acts of violence 
when reason is overpowered, and equilibrium of 
mind is disturbed. I do not know of any case in 
which it has led to homicidal frenzy. 

I have served in five out of six districts of the 
Central Division and exercised first class magis¬ 
terial powers for ovor ten years. During this 
period I have not come across a single case in which 
crime was committed under intoxication by the 
use of any of the narootic drugs. 

54. I think the drugs might be used occasional¬ 
ly in moderate quantity by bad lives to fortify 
themselves to commit an iniquitous act. Criminals 
when tbey premeditate a crime may use ganja as 
they do alcoholic drinks to a large extent to nerve 
and prepare themselves for the occasion; but I 
have not come across a smgle case in which intoxica¬ 
tion of ganja has been pleaded as an excuse for 
crime or other violent act. 

55. I think they do so occasionally, I had a 
case before me in which it was alleged by the com¬ 
plainant that she was ravished while in a state of 
intoxication brought on by administering to her 
majum, a confection prepared from the hemp 
plant, Ganja-smoking is hardly used for such 
purposes. I do not think that a complete stupe¬ 
faction may be produced by the use of an excessive 
dose without admixture, but I understand dhatura 
is more frequently resorted to for this purpose than 
the hemp plant drug. 

59, I do not think a case is made out for the 
adoption of a legislative measure to restrict the 
use of any of the hemp drugs; as in no case it 
has been shown that use or abuse of the drugs 
incites to crime either violent or premeditated. 
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44. Evidence of Rao Sahib Krishnaji Ballal Deval, Chitpavan, Brahmin, 
Mamlatdar and Magistrate, 1st Class , Chip Ion. 


1. I have been serving in the Revenue Depart¬ 
ment for the last twenty-one years. 1 have been 
serving as Mamlatdar and Magistrate, first class, 
for the last twelve years. I have served in five 
districts, vie., Belgaum, Dharwar, Bijapur, Canara, 
and Ratnagiri. In my official capacity I have had 
ninny opportunities of observing the geueral con¬ 
duct of ganja consumers. I have had to exercise 
some oontrol over the retail shops. Some cases of 
smuggling have been tried by me. 

2. Yes. Bound and flat ganja is locally known 
as ganja cbeboot, i.e., ganja buds. 

13. Mere cultivation of the hemp plant is not 
restricted by law. The High Court of Bombay 
have also held so. {Vide Criminal Rulings No. 82 
of loth November of 1888, Imperatrix vs. Duda 
bin Apaji.) Though not restricted, the plant is 
not grown by the people iu the five districts in 
which I have served, 

18. From the enquiries I have made with the 
retail vendor, I state that if ganja or bhang is 
kept for more than oue year, it is deteriorated aud 
becomes unfit for use. In the districts below 
Ghats, deterioration commences sooner and begins 
to set in after six months form the date of import. 

20. Cbaras is seldom used in the districts in 
which I have served. Only ganja is used for 
smoking purposes here. 

Bairagis, fakirs (travelling mendicants), night- 
mongers, dramatic company, and tamasha dancers 
as a class do smoke ganja. In Chiplon taluka, 
and especially in the town of Guhagar, a consider¬ 
able number of Brahmins do smoke as a rule ; 
but in the districts of Belgaum, Bijapur, Dbar- 
war, and Canara Brahmins do not smoke. Gene¬ 
rally speaking, idle folks of all classes do smoke 
and drink ganja and bhang in special places where 
they assemble to cbit-cbat. 

The population of this taluka is 185,000 • out 
of this about 80,000 are women and about 25,< l 00 
are children, and the number of adult males 
amounts to 80,000 nearly. It is also to be noted 
here that though the proportion of the persons 
consuming these stuffs with the whole population 
is 2 per cent., yet it must be borne in mind that 
the proportion is 5 per cent, with the male popula¬ 
tion ; and as each of those consumers is an adult 
male member or a headman of his family, if he 
goes astray, the prospects of the whole family are 
sure to be marred. 

21. Round ganja is generally preferred for 
smoking. 

23. Bhang or dry leaves of the hemp plant are 
seldom imported and used for smoking. 

24. In the districts in which I have served, 
people do not eat or drink bhang. This practice 
prevails in the districts of Northern India, such 
as Malwa, Benares, etc. 

25. The licensed vendor in this taluka has been 
vending these stuffs, ganja and bhanir, for the last 
twenty-five years ; and lie states that the use of this 
stuff is highly ou the increase, but no minimum or 
maximum rate for selling these stuffs is fixed ; the 
vendor sells as he likes. The evidence is conflict¬ 
ing on this point, because, though there is a gra¬ 
dual decrease in the annual amount of auction 
sale, yet the quantity of these stuffs imp >rted by 
the shop-keeper, aud the fixed duty, is slightly on 


the increase. It is also to be noted here that the 
habitual moderate ganja-consumers bring good 
ganja from other districts and keep in their pos¬ 
session such quantity as is allowed by law. 

26. As far as 1 know, the consumers of ganja 
whom I have mentioned generally come under 
head (o) habitual moderate consumers, and their 
number according to the vendor’s statements and 
other enquiries made lies between 3,000 and 4,000. 

27. Please for the first part of this question tiee 
answer to question 20. 

Bairagis, fakirs, and other travelimg mendicants 
have no established houses. They travel from 
village to village, and district to district,, with 
their families and children. The elders consume 
these stuffs, and the youngers follow their 
example. W hen the elders die, the youngers become 
elders, and their sons in their turn follow tbeir 
example, and so on. In other classes, the practice 
is obtained thus :—In a village there is generally 
a common place, such as temples, etc. Bad 
characters generally assemble there to chit-chat in‘ 
the morning and in the evening. When idle 
talks on some topics begin, some one of these men 
gently introduces a smoking pipe called chillum. 
Strangers who are not accustomed are gently 
pressed to partake of this stuff. This stuff being 
an intoxicating drug naturally induces the 
beginners to smoke, and in this way the habit is 
contracted. 

28. The average allowance of ganja per diem is 
about t of a tota, and its cost is about f of a pie 
to habitual moderate consumers. Other stuffs are 
seldom used here. 

30. The consumption of these drugs is practised 
in company. It is generally confined to the mule 
sex to any time of life except childhood. Child¬ 
ren are not the consumers of these drugs. 

81. Non-consumers foim the habit of consum. 
inp these drugs in company with the consumers. 
It is not too difficult to break off. For I have 
actually induced two of my servants to give up the 
habit of ganja-smoking, and I have succeeded. 
I have also succeeded in two or three other cases 
regarding some of my friends. 

33. The consumption of these drugs is regarded 
as a degrading and ruinous vice. The habit of 
consuming these drugs leads to physical and men¬ 
tal deteiioration. It undermines the structure 
of the society. Its effects are deleterious to the 
health, wealih, and knowledge. The consumers of 
these drugs are, to the best of my knowledge and 
experience, lather troublesome to their family 
members and neighbours. They become indolent, 
and they also become deficient iu self-control and 
intellect. Hence the public opinion is bad, 

34. Certainly not. As ganja smokers are 
generally bad characters and indolent section of 
the village community, viz., night.mongers, bai- 
ragis, fakirs, etc., it would not be a serious 
privation if the consumption is foregone. On the 
contrary, it will be a help to society in general; 
because the stuff is admittedly an intoxicating 
drug, and is deleterious to the health and intellect; 
It induces indolent habits. 

35. In the five districts in which I have served^ 
it would he, in my opinion, feasible to prohibit the 
use of these drugs ; because the habit is principally 
found among bad characters aud travelling mendi- 
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cants, who are Indolent and troublesome to the com¬ 
munity ingeneral. Consumers are looked down by 
the gentry; and if under these circumstance “grow¬ 
ing of the hemp plant as well as the importation 
of the drug ” be prohibited by law, the habit of 
consuming these drugs of the consumers will be 
gradually checked, and in a few years it will 
disappear. For some time habitual consumers 
will uo doubt continue to consume the drug illi¬ 
citly ; hut once the growing of the hemp plant 
and importation of the drug is prohibited by law, 
the illicit consumption will soon disappear, and the 
people will turn their attention to peaceful avoca¬ 
tions of agriculure. Under the circumstances 
stated above, the prohibition would not occasion 
serious discontent among the consumers. The 
prohibition will not, in my opinion, encourage the 
use of alcoholic stimulants or other intoxicating 
drugs. However, as I have advocated the prohi¬ 
bition of the use of ganja for reasons recorded, I 
beg also to propose for good reasons to check by 
further restrictions the use of alcoholic drinks. 
If high authorities in Europe, like John Bright 
and others, are to be believed, theu the best drink 
that a mau can have is potable water. Alcoholic 
drinks are producing mischief in Europe. The 
main faotors of the Indian population consist 
ohiefly of Hindus and Muhammadans. Alcoholic 
drinks have been strictly prohibited by Hindu as 
well as by Muhammadan religion. Alcohol was 
not so widely used in former days as in the present 
days. The population is inceasing year by year. 
The great question before Nation and Government 
is how to utilize the existing lauds, and to grow 
more corn therein for the maintenance of people; 
therefore the sooner we take precautionary measures 
to check the use of intoxicating drugs as well as 
intoxicating drinks in India the better. I should 
like to propose that only one shop of country 
liquor and one shop of intoxicating drugs in each 
taluka is quite sufficient. No passes should bo 
given to open temporary shops in fairs aud jatras. 
These and similar other measures will prevent the 
spread of bad habits, and the people will turn 
their attention to peaceful avocations of agri¬ 
culture. 

The land at present used for growing intoxicat¬ 
ing poppy plants, etc., will be utilized in growing 
corn and cotton, . the scarcity of which is feeling 
year by year. Cocoanut trees are now used for 
drawing toddy, and thus the people are deprived 
of delicious food of kernel and its edible oil. 

The more shops we open the more customers 
we get. Of late, the tendency to open more 
shops is checked by departmental orders ; still 1 
would advocate that only one shop in each taluka 
is sufficient. 

30. There is no reason to believe that alcohol is 
now being to a certain extent substituted for any 
of these drugs. But the more and more use of 
alcoholic stimulants year by year is attributable to 
other causes, which need not be enumerated here. 

43. The consumers of ganja are generally trouble¬ 
some, not only to their neighbours but to their 
friends and family members also. 

44. It is not really refreshing. Though habitual 
moderate use does not produce intoxication, yet its 
effects on the consumer's constitution and be¬ 
haviour are unwholesome and bad ; because I have 
observed this in each ganja consumer's case when- 
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ever he came in contact with me, either as a witness 
in my court or as a friend in society. 

51, In my opinion if hundred bad characters are 
collected together, you will find seventy-five out of 
them to be habitual moderate consumers of any of 
these drugs. There is no connection between the 
moderate use of these drugs and the grave crimes 
coming under the Indian Penal Code; but crimes 
of giving abuses and assaults, etc., are, in my 
opinion, committed by ganja consumers when 
under its influence. 

53 aud 54. No such case has come before me. 

55. I do not know of any such case. 

58. The administration is working well. 

68. There is only one shop in Chiplon taluka 
licensed for retail sale of these drugs. 

69. At preseut no local opinion is considered 
before a shop is opened; but I propose that no 
new shops should be opened unless applied for 
by the people in an application signed by them. 

70. There is no general use of ganja which is 
illegally imported or on which duty is not paid. 
During the course of twelve years, I have tried 
only three or four cases of smuggling ; but the 
control over illegal importation as at present 
exercised by the Excise Department and the 
Police and the Magistrates is, in my opinion, quite 
sufficient. 


Oral evidence. 

Question 35 .—By bad characters I mean 
those entered on the police list of persons tried 
and sentenced. As a mamlatdar I visit the 
temples and other places where people smoke and 
see them smoking. I should say that seventy- 
five out of every hundred of bad characters smoke. 
It is part of my duty to observe the habits of 
these men and of all troublesome persons. I have 
other unofficial means of finding out their habits 
apart from what appears in Court. I have served 
in all the districts of the Southern Division. 

Alcoholic stimulants are too dear to be much 
used. I do not think the people would take to 
such drugs as dhatura, which would at once kill a 
man. It is never used at present for intoxication 
so far as I know. I hear that it is used some¬ 
times in the northern parts of the country, but 
not where 1 serve. I have never asked sadhus and 
bairagis about this. Perhaps people must take to 
opium. I believe prohibition would reduce con¬ 
sumption, I have succeeded in getting two of 
my servants and two peons to give up gauja. I 
am not connected with any Temperance Society, 
but as a conservative and orthodox Hindu I am 
against all drugs and intoxicants. 

Question. 44 .—I have certain friends who con¬ 
sume to excess, though they began moderately. 
Gradually they became unable to manage tbeir 
affairs. The habitual moderate use is bad, as that 
leads to the habitual excessive use; aud this tends 
to make a man useless to society. It is the same 
with alcohol. 

Question 70 .—Ganja buds are smuggled from 
Mysore. All the eases I refer to here were of this 
character. In all the cases (but one) I found that 
Mysore was the place; in the other I did not find 
out. They were all cases of import (or transport) 
without license. 

<1 
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45. Evidence of Rao Sahib Ramchandra Narayan Joglekar, Brahmin, 
Mamiatdcir and First Class Magistrate, on special duty, Satara . 


51. The consumers of ganja are mostly persons 
who have no position in life, but they do not 
necessarily happen to he bad characters as such. 
Bail characters seldom use blia.ntr, ghota. or eharas. 
The moderate use of any of these drugs has no 
connection with crime in geueral or with crime of 
any special character, 

62. Excessive use of ganja leads to irritation 


on account of trifling matters and sometimes to 
quarrels resulting in breach of public peace. It 
has no connection with any other crime. 

58. Excessive indulgence in ganja incites to 
unpremeditated breach of public peace as above 
stated. I know of no ease in which it has led to 
temporary homicidal frenzy. 

54 and 55, No. 


46. Evidence of Balkrishna Narayan Vaidya, Parbhu, State Karhhari of Sangli, 


1. I was a mamlatdar in the British districts, 
and have been Karbhari of Sangli for seven years. 
In my official capacities 1 have often come in 
contact with the cultivators of hemp, from whom 
I have obtained some knowledge about tbe culti¬ 
vation and manufacture of these drugs. 

2. The definitions of bhang, eharas, and ganj a 
are correct, so far as the Sangli State is con' 
corned, and the drugs prepared out of hemp go 
by the above names. 

8. I have no knowledge of the district in which 
the hemp plant grows spontaneously. 

4 to 6. Not known. 

7. The cultivation of tbe hemp plant is carried 
on in the following six villages in the Sangli 
State to the following extent for production of 
ganja 

Taluka MiraJ-Trant. 


Village. 

1. Andhali 


• • 

Extent in acres. 
25 

2. BainbriWndl 

, 

• • 

2 

8. Dudlxmdi 

• 

• • 

H 

4. Sirgaon 

4 

• 

• 

5. Manjardi 

Taluka Kuchi. 

• • • 

6 

6. Gourgaon 

• 

. * 

5 


Toth . 44 


8. Twelve years ago there was no land in the 
State under hemp cultivation. There has been a 
gradual increase in the cultivation of hemp, and 
it is due to the little cost and labour required in 
rearing tbe crops as well as to the good price they 
fetch in the market. 

9. The following is the mode of cultivating 
hemp in the Sangli State • 

The ground is, in the first instance, well 
ploughed and harrowed. The mauure is then 
carefully and evenly spread. The season of 
sowing the hemp seed in this part of the country 
js towards the end of June, The seed is obtained 
from Ahmadnagar by cultivators at the rate of 
about 2 lb per rupee. It is sown with a tipan 
(drill plough) which has three poles for dropping 
grain, Tbe two extreme holes in the tipan-(drill 
plough) are closed, aud the seed is dropped into 
the furrow through the remaining third hole in 
the middle. The quantity of seed required is 
about 14 16 per acre. In four or five dnys after 
sowing they shoot up. During the early growth 
of the plants, tbe ground is kept clean from all 
weeds. When they grow to the height of about 
4 inches, they are required to he thinned, so as to 
be four or five inches apart from one another. The 
pffict of this is that they are exposed more freely 


to light, heat and air, which promote a fuller 
development and vigour of the plant. When the 
plants attain the height of about one cubit, the 
male plants, which bear only sped, are extirpated, 
leaving only female plants to grow. It is not 
done by every cultivator, as it requires a great 
deal of insight to distinguish between the male 
and female plants. The well-initiated alone do 
this work. ThiB process continues weekly till all 
tbe male plants disappeared from the ground. 
Until the crop has attained a good height, tbe 
ground is required to be kept free from all rank 
vegetation. During the season of the rapid 
growth of the plants they necessarily require 
moisture, and therefore, when the rainfall is 
scanty in any year, they are watered. When full 
grown, tbe plants attain the height of from 6 to 
8 feet. 

10. Those who cultivate hemp for its narcotic 
properties are of the same class as other agriculr, 
tural cultivators. They do no.t form a special 
class. 

11. No; never. 

12. Not known. 

18. The cultivation of the hemp plant is carried 
ou only in two talukas ol the State, as mentioned 
in answer No. 7. The above villages have taken 
to hemp cultivation on seeing the villagers of 
Lengre, a village in the Kbanapur taluka of the, 
Satara Collectorate, known for extensive cultiva¬ 
tion of this plant, derive large profits therefrom. 

The hemp plant is grown chiefly on high landq. 
The plant seems to flourish best in warm climate 
and black soil. Hainfall must be moderate, ]q 
the Shabnpur taluka of this State the cultivation 
of hemp would be in my opinion an impossibility 
on account of excessive rain, red soil, aud humi¬ 
dity in climate. 

14. In this Slate ganja is produced from the 
hemp plant in tbe following six villages to the 
following extent:— 


Taluka Miraj’Tranf, 


Village. 

Yield in Khandis * 

(1) Andhali 

• l * 

25 

|2) Bambawadi 

* • ♦ 

2 

(3) Dudhondi 

* * * 

lh 

(4) Sirgaoa 

Taluka Kychi. 

4J 

(5) Manj&rdi 

• • • 

6 

(6) Gourgaon 

■ m * 

Total 

$ 

44 

SO tolas—1 seer. 

13 seers—1 maand, 

20 manndS' 


khandi. 
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15. In this State only ganja is prepared from 
the hemp plant. It is prepared in the following 
manner:— 

The hemp plants bear flowers in five months. 
When the flowers are fully developed, they be¬ 
come brown, and are then plucked by hand from 
the plants, and are piled and dried on an open 
raised ground. They are then pressed and 
trampled under foot for three or four days. When 
they become dry, they are winnowed, and the sub¬ 
stance which remains after winnowing is called 
ganja. 

Ganja is used in this State chiefly for the 
purpose of smoking. It is occasionally eaten 
with meat or sweetmeats and drunk in milk or 
water after being well pounded. The yield of 
ganja per acre is about one kliundi. The cost 
of producing one kbandi of ganja is about Rs. -SO— 
35, and it is sold at about Rs. 50—55 per kbandi, 

16. Not known. 

17. Ganja is prepared in this State by any 
agricultural cultivator. The preparatiou is not 
restricted to any particular class of people. 

18. Ganja deteriorates by keeping. It keeps 
good with ordinary care for one year. Then it 
begins to loose its narcotic properties by degrees, 
and after three years it becomes quite useless. 

19. Ganja is generally smoked throughout the 
State, aud on rare occasions eaten with meat or 
sweetmeats and drunk in milk or water after 
being well pounded, in the talukas of Miraj-Prant 
and Shahapur. It is also administered to animals, 
by way of medicine. 

20. Ganja-smoking is not confined to any 
particular class of persons. However, people of 
the lower classes, especially the class of mendicants 
called gosains and bairagis aud fakirs, are general¬ 
ly known to indulge freely in this kind of drug, 
which serves them as a stimulant. 

The total population of the State is 238,945 

souls. Of these about 5,000 or nearly 3 per cent, 
smoke ganja, Ganja smokers are distributed in 
the six different talukas of the State as given 
below :— 


Miraj-Prant . 

• ■ 

. 700 

Kuchi 

• * 

200 

Mangalwedh 

* • 

. 400 

Terdal 


300 

Shahapur 


. 8,000 

Sherhutti , 


. 400 



5,000 


21, So far as this State is concerned, flat ganja 
is generally preferred for smoking. 

22 to 24. Not known. 

25. The use of ganja, which is the only hemp 
drug consumed in the State, is neither on the 
increase nor on the decrease. 

26. The proportion of the ganja consumers 
is as given below :— 

(a) 8,750or 75 percent. 

{&) 500 or 10 ditto. 

(c) 500 or 10 ditto. 

{d) 250 or 5 ditto. 

5,000 

27. Habitual as well as occasional excessive 
consumers are generally found from amoDg the 
olasses of mendicants called gosains, bairagis, and 
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fakirs. Moderate consumers, habitual as well as 
occasional, are taken from all the classes of 
population, especially the lower classes. Men of 
small means, who have to work hard for their 
maintenance, generally take to the habit of ganja- 
smoking, 

28. The average quantity of ganja which a habi¬ 
tual moderate consumer requires per diem is 
about two tolas, and its cost is about three pies. 
A habitual excessive consumer requires more than 
triple that quantity, 

29. The ordiuary ingredient that is mixed with 
ganja for smoking is tobacco. The gauja smo¬ 
kers say that tobacco adds to the odour and taste 
of ganja. Sometimes aromatic spices are added 
to the admixture. The following ingredients, 
vis., opium, bachanaga (Gloriosa superha), dha- 
tura (thorn apple), and kacbala (strychnia) are 
jnixed with ganja to give it greater intoxicating 
properties. The admixture thus formed is called 
pauch-rangi (consisting of five narcotics) ganja. 

No ; I do not know of any preparation such as 
bhang massala. 

30. Ganja is smoked in this part of the country 
generally in company. It is mainly confined to 
the male sex. It is generally the period of man¬ 
hood when one gets addicted to the habit of smok¬ 
ing ganja. Children are never seen to smoke 
ganja. 

81. The habit of smoking ganja is easily formed, 
and when once formed it is difficult to break off, 
Ganja-smoking has a tendency for tho moderate 
habit to develop into the excessive. 

32, There is no custom, religious or social, in 
regard to the consumption of ganja. Its use is 
neither socially nor religiously prohibited. 

33. Society looks upon ganja-smoking with con¬ 
tempt, as it produces evil effects on body and mind 
in old age, and decline of health. Resides, indul¬ 
gence in every kind of intoxicating drugs is regard¬ 
ed as a vice. I have no knowledge of any custom 
of worshipping the hemp plant on any occasion 
by any sects of the people. 

84. It would be a serious privation to habitual 
smokers of ganja to forego the consumption, as it 
is a very difficult thing to break off the habit once 
formed. Besides there is no cheaper drug which 
can as a stimulant be substituted for ganja. People 
who have to toil hard must have some narcotic 
drug to keep their spirits up. These men will 
keenly feel the want of ganja. 

85. I do not think that it is feasible to prohibit 
the use of. ganja unless its cultivation is wholly 
stopped like poppy. It would lead to discontent 
among a class of desperate men, such as bairagis, 
gosains, and other vagrant meudicants, who have 
no property to lose in the event of a riot or even 
a more serious disturbance. But no political 
danger need be apprehended from it. The pro¬ 
hibition will be followed by having recourse to 
other stimulant drugs, not necessarily to alcoholic 
stimulants, as they are dearer than the former. 

36. I see no reason to think that alcohol is now 
being to any extent substituted for ganja smok¬ 
ing. 

87 and 38. Not known, 

39. The drinking or eating of ganja is less 
injurious to health than smoking, as the latter 
directly acts upon the brain, while the former 
serves as a nourishment. 

40. In Sharangdhar and Yoga-ratnakar 
(treatises on native medicines) ganja (bhang) is 

Q 2 
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pr scribed as one of the ingredients of the medicine 
to be administered in cases of dysentry and 
diarrhoea. In Yoga-ratnakar an oil prepared from 
bhang with some other things is prescribed for 
white leprosy. Bhang smoking is also prescribed 
against poisons of fish and scorpions. Ganja is 
also administered to animals by way of medicine. 

41. When used in small quantities, ganja acts 
as a stimulant, and sometimes invigorates and 
refreshes body and mind. It also quickens diges¬ 
tion, and acts as febrifuge or preventive of disease 
in malarious and unhealthy tracts. Most, of the 
gosains, bairagis, and fakirs use ganja as a febrifnge 
or preventive of disease in malarious and unhealthy 
tracts, and as a drug to give staying power under 
severe exertion or exposure or to alleviate fatigue. 
The moderate habitual use of ganja brings on these 
beneficial effects. 

42. The moderate use is not only harmless, but 
positively beneficial. 

43. Yes j moderate ganja smokers are inoffensive 
to their neighbours. 

44. The moderate use of ganja produces the 
following immediate effects on the habitual con¬ 
sumer:—It refreshes him. It excites his hunger. 
It creates appetite. The effects last for an hour 
or so after smoking. It does not produce intoxi¬ 
cation. Yes, the want of subsequent gratification 
produces uneasiness. 

45. The habitual moderate use of ganja, if accom¬ 
panied by good nourishment, does not produce any 
of the noxious effects mentioned in this question. 
However, in old age and decline of health all these 
effects are produced. It does not impair the moral 
sense or induce laziness or habits of immorality 
or debauchery. It does not deaden the intellect or 
produce insanity. On the contrary, it is said that 
it sharpens the intellect. 

46. Habitual excessive use of ganja produces 
all the noxious effects mentioned in question 


No. 45. The insanity produced, however, is 
temporary, and may disappear when the use is 
stopped. But the symptoms may again be 
reinduced by use of the drug after liberation from 
restraint. Insanes from ganja-smoking oonfess 
to the use of the drug. 

47 and 48. The habitual moderate use of 
ganja does not appear to be a hereditary habit or 
to affect in any way the children of the moderate 
consumers. 

49 and 50. No. 

51. Most of the persons of bad character are 
habitual moderate smokers of ganja. However, 
all ganja smokers are not necessarily persons of 
bad character. The moderate use of this drug 
has no connection with crime in general or with 
crime of any special character, except that this 
drug is often used by the criminals to fortify 
themselves to commit crimes especially perpetrated 
in day times. 

52. The same as above, except that in fortifying 
themselves to commit crimes, criminals never 
resort to excessive use of ganja. 

58. Not necessarily. I am not aware of any 
case in which the excessive indulgence in ganja 
smoking has led to temporary homicidal frenzy. 

54. Yes j they are so used sometimes. 

55. Yes ; occasionally. Complete stupefaction 
can be induced by smoking ganja without 
admixture. 

56. The admixture of ganja with dhatura 
(thorn apple) makes the ganja more intoxicant 
for personal consumption as well as for adminis¬ 
tration to others, The use of this admixture in 
moderation as well as in excess is injurious to all 
physically and mentally. It impairs the constitu- 
tion and injures the digestion ; causes dysentery, 
bronchitis and asthma, and deadens the intellect 
and produces insanity. 


47, Evidence of Dadabhai Btjrjorjee Gtjzder, Farsi, District Abkari In - 

spector, Ahmednagar. 


1. After my transfer to the Ahmednagar dis¬ 
trict in the month of May 1890, 1 began to know 
of the cultivation of ganja. After a lapse of time 
I tried to make myself fully acquainted with the 
cultivation thereof. On receipt of Government 
Resolutions (Revenue Department) Nos. 5189 
aud 6601, dated respectively the 14th July and 
11th September 1893, I began to collect the in¬ 
formation in detail about (the same. Before my 
transfer to this district I had no knowledge re¬ 
garding the cultivation of ganja. 

2. In this district “ siddhi, ” “ subji, ” or 
“ patti, “ are not known. The product known is 
that of liejqp plant, otherwise called ganja, bhang, 
and charas. Flat ganja is simply known in this 
district. It is obtained from the dried heads 
or tops of the hemp plant trodden. Charas is a 
sticky or gummy substance which sticks to the 
hands of the persons while plucking the heads of 
the hemp plant. This substance is taken off by 
rubbing the palms, which is called “ charas. ’’ 
Bhang is the powder-like substance that remains 
at the bottom of the ganja collected. This is 
called bhang. But in fact this is not a genuine 
one. The genuine one is cultivated in two 
talukae of this district for the requirement of the 
seeds, aud the remaining leaves after being 


separated and dashed against forms the genuine 
bhang. The definitions of “ charas ” and 
“ganja” given in this query may safely be 
accepted for this province, except that round 
ganja is unknown to this province. Each • of 
these products is locally known by the respective 
name given to each of them as above in the 
query. 

3. From the information collected by me, I 
learn of no instance of the spontaneous growth of 
the hemp plant anywhere in the Ahmednagar 
district. 

4. It is simply known by one name only, 
namely, ganja. 

5. I do not know that any special conditions 
of climate, soil, rainfall, elevation above sea level, 
etc., are necessary for the growth of the wild 
hemp. The wild hemp, the cultivators say, does 
not grow in this district. In the district of Ah¬ 
mednagar the male plants (otherwise called 
bhangoda) are called wild plants by some of the 
cultivators, and they are removed from the fields 
if grown along with female plants. For they 
convert the whole crop of ganja to useless seed- 
producing plants. The information asked for in 
this question is not forthcoming, as the growth 
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oi the wild plant does not take place in this 
district, 

6. As tlio wild hemp plant is hardly scat¬ 
tered in almost the whole of this district, I am 
unable to give any definite answer as to whether 
its growth is either dense or scattered, 

7. There is cultivation of the hemp plant in the 
district of Ahmednagar— 

(a) For production of ganja, yes, 

(£) For production of charas, no (please see 
answer to questions Noe. 20 and 37). 

(c) For nse as bhang, yes. 

{d) For its fibre or seed—Simply for seeds, 
and not for fibres. 

As the figures of the cultivation of the hemp 
plant for the current year, vis., 1893-94, are not 
at present ready, those for the previous one are 
given here. 

The cultivation of the hemp plant in this 
province is given for each taluka in the following 
table for the year 1892-93 


No. 

Name of taluka. 

Area, 

1892-9S. 

Acres. 

Gunthas. 

1 

Nagar .... 

177 

34 

2 

Parner .... 

... 

... 

3 

Shrigonda 

... 

... 

4 

Karjat .... 

20 

24 

5 

Jamkhed .... 

... 


6 

Sheogaon .... 

17 

7 

7 

Newasa .... 

62 

4 

8 

Rahuri .... 

89 

25£ 

9 

Kopargaon . . 

10 

... 

10 

Sangamner . . 

5 

... 

11 

Akoia .... 

... 



Total 

382 

14 J 


8. As compared with the area formerly tinder 
cultivation of the hemp plant for the last five 
years in this district, it would be seen that there is 
an increase in the area under cultivation of the 
hemp plant, with the exception of the last year, 
which is mainly attributable to excessive rainfall. 

9. Bagayet and black soil well manured is re¬ 
quired for the cultivation of the hemp plant. It 
is required to be ploughed twice or thrice in order 
to make the soil loose and soft. Then the manure, 
which chiefly consists of straw, and all sorts of 
refuse, is spread over the plot of ground so pre¬ 
pared. When the monsoon sets in, the seed of 
ganja is sown in the beginning of June. It is 
sown exactly like jowari. The seed is sown in 
rows, leaving a distance of a foot and a half 
between them. 

It takes a period pf five months for its full 
growth, during which time the grass is required 
to be weeded out twice or thrice, as is found 
necessary, for tire nourishment of the hemp 
plant. When the plants begin to blossom, ex¬ 
perts are employed to eradicate the seed-produc¬ 
ing plants which, if allowed to remain, will con¬ 
vert the whole crop to useless seed-producing plants 
called “bhangora, ,, i.e,, male plants. At the 
beginning of November, the dried heads of the 
hemp plants are cut and collected on a thresh¬ 
ing floor; they undergo the operation of being 
trodden and are then dried in the sun. The pro¬ 
cess is repeated successively for three or four days. 
Thereupon the whole stuff is winnowed, and is 
called ganja, and the powder-like substance that 


remains at the bottom is called bhang or chur, 
but it is not the genuine bhang. 

10. The persona who cultivate hemp for its nar¬ 
cotic properties do not form a special class. They 
are of the same classes as other agriculturists. 

11. The plants cultivated for the production of 
ganja are never raised from the seed of the wild 
hemp ; but the seeds required for the cultivation 
of ganja are quite different. 

12. The wild hemp is nowhere specially culti¬ 
vated for the production of ganja in this district. 
As there is no such cultivation perceptible, 1 am 
unable to give the names of the districts or tracts 
in which this occurs, as well as the extent to 
which the practice exists. I nm unable to say 
anything as to whether the male plant is extir¬ 
pated in such cases or not. 

18. The cultivation of the hemp plant for 
ganja is not restricted in the district of Ahmed¬ 
nagar. Although it is not restricted in this 
district, yet the cultivation of it iB not common 
to the whole of this district, because it requires 
soil of the black and best quality, and moderate 
rainfall is needed. The conditions of climate, 
soil, rainfall, elevation above sea level, etc., are 
essentially necessary for its production. In the 
talukas of Jamkhed and Akola of this district the 
cultivation of the hemp plant is impossible owing 
to the hilly nature of these talukas, because the 
hemp plant being a deep-rooted plant, its roots 
cannot sufficiently find their way underneath the 
ground. Owing to this defect in the soil, its 
cultivation becomes impossible. In the Akola 
taluka, where the rainfall is generally heavy, the 
cultivation of the hemp plant does not at all take 
place. 

14. The following products of the hemp plant 
namely— 

(а) ganja, 

(б) charas, 

(c) bhang, 

are prepared in this district, 

(a) Ganja is prepared in the talukas of Nagar, 
Newasa, Kahuri, Sheogaou, Karjat, Kopargaon, 
Shrigonda, Parner, and Sangamner. Its extent 
during the year 1892-93 was 882 acres. 

15. The wild plant is not cultivated in this 
district, nor anything of it is used if found any¬ 
where. For eating and smoking ganja the flower 
tops are used, and it has been described elsewhere 
in answer to question No. 9. Wbat all is neces¬ 
sary js to get the trees to yield the flower tops. 
For drinking only the leaves of the plant are used, 
which are called bhaug, aud what bhang is, and 
how it is prepared, is given in answer to question 
No- 2. There is, besides the above, no other 
distinction in sowing- the hemp plant for the pre¬ 
paration of the several drugs. 

16. Bhang is not prepared generally by people 
in their houses. It can be prepared from the hemp 
plant wherever grown. As the wild plaut does 
not grow in this district, its preparations cannot 
he ascertained, 

17. Ganja, charas, and bhang are prepared by 
cultivators; majum, yakuti, shrikhand, fakki, and 
gulkand by gandhis—that is, by those dealing 
in native perfumes. 

18. Ganja, bhang, and charas deteriorate by 
keeping more than a year. They quite lose their 
intoxicating effect after a period of two years. 
If special care be taken, they can remain in good 
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condition for about two years. The causes of 
their deterioration are numerous, but the people 
of this province are unable to ascertain the exact 
ones. The chief cause I can best understand is 
the had arrangement of their packing in gunny 
bags, which does not perfectly protect them from 
the destructive agencies of their narcotic property, 
viz., heat, light, and rain. In order to prevent 
deterioration, they should be kept in tin or wood 
boxes, and should, as far as possible, be kept apart 
from the destructive agencies cited above. The 
other precaution to be taken is that in trans¬ 
mission they should not he allowed to break 
into chur, which becomes less effective. 

19. Ganja mixed with tobacco is used for smok¬ 
ing as well as for medicinal purposes, while eliaras 
mixed with gudakhu (a substance prepared by 
mixing tobacco with jagri) is only used for 
smoking. Ganja, bhang or ghota, and boja also 
are used for drinking purposes. The above pre¬ 
parations except boja are generally used in the 
city of Nagar and large populous places in the 
district of Ahmednagar. Boja is only prepared 
and consumed iu the Sholapur district. 

20. As charas is produced in a comparatively 
small proportion, very few people cau procure it 
for smoking. Among persons who get opportu¬ 
nities to be present at the time of ganja being 
harvested, those who are given to ganja-smoking 
generally try to secure it, and otving to its small 
production it is never brought to market for sale. 
Ganja-smoking is not generally restricted to any 
particular class of people,but it is used by a great 
number of fakirs, bairagis, gosains, and other 
beggars. 

21. Tile flat kind of ganja is only known and 
used iu this district; therefore it is not possible to 
give any particulars of the other kinds. 

22. Native charas is used in this district, as 
stated in questions No. 20 and 07, to the extent 
and in the form seen red as explained in the said 
question. Owing to the insignificant quantity 
consumed iu this district, no foreign charas is 
imported, and therefore no particulars regarding 
it can be given. 

23. Bhang is never used for smoking, hut it is 
used for drinking in the form of ghota, which is 
generally taken to a moderate extent by the 
bairagis, sadhus, fakirs, and mar wadis, the object 
being to cool their brains iu the hot weather in this 
district. 

24. Use of majnm is generally made by people 
who are debauched. If comparison he made as 
regards the users of it in the city of Nagar, it 
will be found in the proportion of one or two 
persons to every one hundred of its population. 
Yakuti, gulkand, and shrikhand are used by rich 
persons on account of their sweet scent, aud because 
of their partial intoxicating quality. Fakki is 
used by mendicants and bairagis, etc., who cannot 
afford to spend money. These persons indulge in 
this, because they are prohibited from using 
alcohol on account of religious restrictions, 

25. The use of ganja, charas, aud bhang is 
generally on the decrease amongst the higher 
classes on account of their advance in civilization. 
But 5d the lower classes the use of them is on 
ihe increase, because they are cheaper as compared 
with other intoxicants, being at the same time 
less harmless to health. 

26. (a) The proportion of the moderate habi¬ 

tual consumers is 2 per cent. 


(5) The proportion of habitual excessive con¬ 
sumers is 2 per cent. 

(c) The proportion of occasional moderate 
consumers is 1 per cent. 

( d ) The proportion of occasional excessive 
consumers is 1 per cent. 

27. The Parsis and Christians do not use 
any of the above drugs at all; the principal class 
is that of marwadis, labourers, fakirs aud bairagis, 
who particularly indulge in them. The habit 
of drinking or smoking is generally obtained by 
keeping company with the persons who indulge 
in any of these drugs. The reason why the labourers 
use any of these drugs is that they forget for a 
while their fatigues, and others use it for the 
sake of pleasure. 

28. The average allowance and cost of each of 
these drugs per diem to (a) habitual moderate 
consumers is ^ of an anna of the weight of £ tola 
of ganja, 

( b) Habitual excessive consumers, f of an anna 
or nine pies worth of ganja, which weighs 
tolas. 

29. When cither ganja or charas is used for' 
smoking, one-fourth quantity of tobacco or 
gudakhu is mixed with three-fourths quantity of 
either of the drugs to enable the ganja or charas 
to burn soon, especially the former, which is not 
used without being well washed, aud while in a 
wet state. Different classes of consumers are 
not known to mix any other ingredients. AH 
classes of people generally mix the same kinds 
of ingredients, viz., tobacco. Dhatura is a most 
injurious and harmful drug; it is never used by 
consumers except when much intoxication is 
required by them, and even on this occasion they 
first mix it with ganja or charas before using 
it, i.e., it is not smoked in its originul form. 
It is generally used by criminals to carry out 
their designs sooner without fear of detection. 
The use of the admixture is simply to effect 
intoxicatiou, in absence of which no intoxicating 
effect can be had. 

I am not aware of any preparation such as 
bhang-massala, as it is unknown in this district. 
But bhang is mixed with milk, almonds, sugar- 
candy, ginger, cardamoms, aud poppy seeds by the 
rich. The poor use bhang with jagri. The 
object of mixing bhang with other ingredients 
is simply to give a kind of relish to the bhang 
drink. 

Besides the above, majum, yakuti, shrikhand, 
gulkand, and fakki are also prepared from ganja 
I am also informed that there is such a prepar¬ 
ation as boja, of which there is a regular Govern¬ 
ment farm in the Sholapur district of the 
Bombay presidency. The mixture consists of 
ths ingredients as per recipe attached. 

The preparation of boja is as follows Jawari 
is roughly grouud and boiled. It. is then dried 
in the air. It is then mixed with the following 
articles. For (4) pailies of jawari boja—22 tolas 
kosht-kolanjan, 2lb. of bhaDg, 5 tolas of dawua, 
20 tolas of jawari offshoots, 5 tolas of marwa, 

5 tolas of kuchla, and the whole is put into a pot. 
Having kept this in this manner, it is called on 
the next day “ boja ” in the Sholapur district. 
Thirty seers of boja requires 15 seers of water, and 
after filtering the same through the cloth it 
becomes fit for drinking. 

80. The consumption of these drugs is prac¬ 
tised in solitude by the higher and rich classes 
to the extent of 1 per cent, and in company by 
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the lower classes, as, for instance, labourers, 
bairagis, sad bus, fakirs, etc., to the extent of 
8 per cent. It is mainly confined to the male 
gex, It is not usual for children to consume any 
of these drugs, but as medicine it is sometimes 
given to them in particular diseases. 

31. The habit of consuming any of these drugs 
is not easily formed. It is formed by company 
of persons who are solely given to these drugs. 
It is not very difficult to break off to the moderate 
users of it, and it bas a tendency for the moderate 
habit to develop into the excessive. But the 
excessive canuot break off the habit. 

32. The consumption of any of these drugs is 
regarded as religious by ascetics and bairagis, 
who sav that by the use of any of these drugs 
their sole attention is devoted to the Almighty. 
Some of the worshippers of the god Shiva regard 
the use of these drugs in a high sense. The use 
of these drugs in connection with such custom is 
regarded as essential, simply because it is bene¬ 
ficial to health when temperately used. No doubt 
it leads to the formation of the habit, and is not 
injurious if properly used, The social position 
of a man addicted to the use of these drugs is 
not much lowered in the eyes of hie co-religionists 
as that of a man given to alcohol. 1 am not 
aware of any other, either social or religious 
customs in regard to the consumption of these 
drugs, with the exception of the one mentioned 
by me above, as regards the liking of it by the 
god Shiva. 

33. The consumption of each of these drugs is 
generally regarded as a low thing, but morally 
viewed the use is not condemned. Persons using 
these drugs are not held irreligious. The use of 
smoking is generally in disrepute. The disrepute 
is attributable to its intoxicating influence under 
which the user of it some time remains. There 
is not a custom of worshipping the hemp plant in 
this district on any occasion by any sects of the 
people. Before the hemp plant is harvested, it 

worshipped like other agricultural produce by 
the cultivators of it. Tbp object in so doing is 
nothing but to seek the assistance of the agricul. 
tnral goddess in procuring eligible sale proceeds 
of the ganja, 

84. It would be a serious hardship to the 
consumers of these drugs, if their consumption 
be stopped. As these drugs beguile the tedious- 
nese or fatigue of tbeir labour and can be obtain¬ 
ed at a cheap rate, and as they have in them a 
quality of making a man forget for a while all 
worldly cares and anxieties, they are chjefly 
used by labouring classes. The prohibition of its 
use would not be liked by 1 5 per cent, of the 
consumers, 

35. It would not he feasible to prohibit the use 
pf any of these drugs. The drug would be con¬ 
sumed illicitly. If the cultivation of the hemp 
plant bo totally discontinued, the prohibition 
can be easily enforced, but thereby the agricul¬ 
turists would suffer much, because the cultivation 
of ganja improves the quality of the soil. The 
prohibition of any of these drugs would un¬ 
doubtedly occasion a serious discontent amongst 
the consumers generally. Such discontent,, in 
my opinion, would not amount to a political 
danger. The prohibition would be followed by 
recourse to alcoholic stimulants or other diugs, 
which will depend upon the means of the con¬ 
sumer ; but it is a work of time, because the 
pative drugs to which they are easily accustomed 
can be had at a smaller price than any alcoholic 
Stimulants, 


36. It cannot he Btated that alcohol is now 
being substituted for any of these drugs. It 
chiefly depends upon the choice of the people 
using them. Some people use alcohol and some 
these drugs, but for these drugs alcohol is not 
preferred, as the hitter is move expensive than 
the former, and is regarded irreligious by parti¬ 
cular classes of people. 

37. Cliliras has move intoxicating effect than 
ganja, being the essence of the plant. It is 
used in smoking simply by adding gudakhu, 
while ganja is first perfectly cleaned and washed 
with water, and by mixing gudakhu to the so- 
cleaned ganja it is used for smoking. The latter 
is easily procurable at the shops, but the former 
cannot be had in shops, but it is used by culti¬ 
vators while harvesting. 

38. Round ganja is uot prepared in this district. 
Flat ganja has more intoxicating effect on con¬ 
sumers than chur. Chur is nothing but a powder- 
like substance that remains at the bottom of the 
ganja prepared and collected. Chur is sometimes 
used for smoking, while ganja is used for various 
preparations. 

39. The smoking of any preparation of the 
hemp plant is more injurious than drinking or 
eating the same or any other preparation, because 
the excessive use in Binoking is hurtful. It 
affects the lungs and chest, produces cough and 
excessive heat in the body, and dries up blood 
in the system. While in drinking and eating 
it has a beneficial effect on the constitution, in* 

| asmuoh as it cools the system, and it is consumed 
even by more advanced classes in the hot seasou. 

40. Native doctors prescribe the use of these 
drugs for medicinal qualities on most diseases. 
They are also used in the treatment of cattle and 
all kinds of animal diseases. It is given to cattle 
and horses to encourage their eating more. Being 
under the influence of it, they go on chewing 
their food and run faster. 

41. The moderate use of ganja, bhang, or 
charas is beneficial in its effects. 

(a) It has a digestive power. 

(}) It gives staying power under severe exer¬ 
tion and alleviates fatigue. 

(c) It destroys the bad effects resulting from 
bad water in malarious and unhealthy tracts. 

The tendency of the people in using the drug 
is mainly to secure the effects stated above. The 
reference is applicable to the moderate habitual 
users as well as to the moderate occasional user.s, 
hut in the case of the latter the effects are prompt 
and quick. 

42. The moderate use of these drugs is harmless 
and is beneficial, because it has got the quality of 
exciting appetite and a digestive power. It has 
an astringent taste, and gives refreshing sleep in 
order to enable the user of it to overcome the 
effects of fatigue, 

43. The moderate consumers are inoffensive to 
their neighbours, because when tbe drug is taken, 
it stupefies the user of it for two or three hours 
at least; and while under its influence he is un¬ 
able to do any barm to his neighbours. 

44. Habitual consumers do not get any intoxi¬ 
cating effect by a moderate use of any of these 
drugs. It is refreshing in a less degree. It does 
not produce intoxication at all. It does not allay 
hunger, hut excites it. It creates appetite. The 
effect lasts for a few hours. As to after-effecls 
there are practically none. The want of subse- 
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qtient gratification produces longing and un¬ 
easiness, 

45. The habitual moderate use of any of these 
drugs does not produce any noxious effects, physical, 
mental, or moral. It impairs the constitution in 
some way if substantial food be not taken. It does 
not injure digestion or cause loss of appetite, but 
it creates appetite. It arrests dysentery, but causes 
bronchitis or asthma if used in excess in smok¬ 
ing in the absence of any substantial food. It 
impairs the moral sense and does not induce lazi¬ 
ness or habits of immorality or debauchery It 
does not deaden tbe intellect or produce insanity 
to the habitual moderate users. It does not produce 
insanity. The persons suffering from mental 
anxiety or brain disease obtain relief from the 
moderate use of these drugs. As to the latter 
portion of this query, I am not in a position to 
answer it better than a medical person. No 
further account under each of tbe above points 
can be given by me, being unacquainted with any 
of its medicinal effects. 

46. An excessive consumer of any of these drugs 
would suffer severely. Tbe excessive use of these 
drugs is likewise considered to stupefy the intel¬ 
lect and produce insanity. I am unable to say 
anything about the time for which the stupefac¬ 
tion or insanity continues. 

47. The habitual moderate use of any of these 
drugs does not appear to be a hereditary habit or 
to affect in any way the children of the moderate 
consumer. 

48. Please see answer to the preceding question 
(*.*., No. 47). 

49. Tbe moderate use of these drugs is practised 
as an aphrodisiac. It is not generally used by 
prostitutes. It is not more injurious than any 
ordinary narcotic. It tends to produce impotence 
if it is used in excess, 

50. The excessive use of any of these drugs 
can never be practised as an aphrodisiac. Prosti¬ 
tutes never uso.it in excess. It is certainly 
more harmful than its use as an ordinary narcotic. 
Excessive use produces impotence. 

51. Habitual moderate consumers of any of 
these drugs are never as a rule men of bad charac¬ 
ter. The use of these drugs has no tendency to¬ 
wards the committal of crime, and therefore it 
has no connection with crime. 

52. As stated in the above question, the mode¬ 
rate use of any of these drugs has no connection 
with crime; and when there is none by moderate 
use, there is naturally an entire absence in the case 
of excessive use, the use resulting, as elsewhere 
stated, of making the man harmless and useless 
for any but sedentary work, 

63. Excessive indulgence in any of these drugs 
does not incite to unpremeditated crime at all. 
I have not seen or beard any instance in which it 
has led to temporary homicidal frenzy. 

54. These drugs are not used by criminals to 
fortify themselves to commit a premeditated act of 
violence or other crime in any way, the effects 
being, as stated elsewhere, to make a naan useless 
for any active work. 

55. Entire stupefaction cannot be effected by 
tbe simple use of these drugs. 

It must be mixed with dbatura ; and a crimi¬ 
nal generally, when he attempts any thing, makes 
sure of his victim, so he always makes it a point to 
administer the drug with dhatura, I have not 


heard of a case in which by simple use complete 
stupefaction has ensued. 

56. The effects of hemp used in moderation, 
modified by the admixture of other substanoes like 
spioes, are not dangerous to the consumer himself or 
others. But when mixed with dhatura or any such 
bad article—for instance, the roots of the jowari 
tree or eanery—it results in making the consumer 
helpless, and would injure his health. The ad¬ 
mixture of dhatura for personal consumption is 
taken on the occasion when complete stupefaction 
is required by excessive consumers. When it is 
used for administration to others, the effects 
generally result in death, 

57. Cbavas mixed with a little of gudakhu is 
simply used for smoking. Its production being 
scanty, its use is also limited. The effects and 
uses of ganja used in moderation, specially in eat¬ 
ing and drinking, by admixture of some sweet spices 
are good. It produces sound sleep, increases appe¬ 
tite, avoids dysentery, and is useful to tbe native 
dootors for medicinal purposes on various occasions. 

58. As far as I am acquainted with the present 
system 'of excise administration in this province, I 
am of opinion that it is working well. I can 
humbly submit that the system is capable of still 
further improvement— vim, firstly, the rates of sale 
at whioh ganja or bhang shall be sold by a licensed 
vendor should form one of the main among other 
conditions of the sale license. 

59. The price at which opium shall be sold per 
pound, as well as the quantity of country liquor to 
be sold per gallon, if it is fixed by Government, the 
same case should be made applicable as regards 
ganja. 

I beg further to suggest that the right of sale 
of ganja during the year should not be farmed for 
each taluka separately, as is the custom at present 
prevailing in this district, but it should be treated 
in the same way as the opium and country liquor 
farms. 

The wholesale dealers in ganja should not, as at 
present, be allowed to keep in their oustody tbe 
whole quantity of the ganja they buy of tbe culti¬ 
vators, but it should remain in tbe custody of the 
Abkari Inspector. When tbe wholesale dealer 
shall obtain a written porrait from the Huzur 
Deputy Collector for exporting ganja, be should 
be required to remove the same after the Abkari 
Inspector has given the requisite quantity out of 
the quantity deposited by him in a store-house; 
and the whole quantity thus deposited should 
remain in tbe possession of the wholesale dealer 
in a room locked under key, the lock of which 
should invariably be made to bear on it the Beal of 
tbe Abkari Inspector, and the room should not be 
allowed to be opened or closed without the pre- 
Bence of the Abkari Inspector himself, like the 
country liquor system. The wholesale dealer should 
for this purpose prepare a book, and obtain Collec¬ 
tor’s seals thereon, which should contain every 
description of the quantity of the ganja received 
and removed from the store-house. 

60. I think that the cultivation of the ganja- 
bearing plant and the process of its preparation 
are sufficiently controlled. 

61. Charas, as stated elsewhere above, is uot pro¬ 
duced for trade in this district, nor is tbe planta¬ 
tion of the hemp plant made with this object. If 
in future it was found that it is being produced 
for purposes of trade, perhaps then it may be 
necessary to make some provision.; but, all the 
same, it is nothing more than a little stronger 
smoke than ganja. 



105 


62. I think that the cultivation of the hemp 
plant for the production of bhang is sufficiently 
controlled. 

63. As regards the answer to this query, I beg 
to invite a reference to the answer given by me to 
question No. 59 —vide the latter portion of it. 

64. I think that there is no objection to the 
existing regulations governing the export and 
import of these drugs or of their preparations ex¬ 
cept that the proposal made by me in answer to 
query No. 59 should, if deemed fit, be adopted, by 
which I am humbly of opinion a greater check 
will certainly be exercised over the hemp plant 
than at present. 

65. I am humbly of opinion that the taxation of 
(I) ganja, (2) charas, and (3) bhang is certainly 
reasonable with reference (a) to each other, and (6) 
to alcoholic or other intoxicants. The consumers 
of alcoholic and other intoxicants are far more in 
number if compared with those who use ganja 
and its various preparations, they being cheaper 
than the above two intoxicants, viz., opium and 
liquor, and less intoxicating in their effects, 1 
think the taxation of these drugs is reasonable as 
compared with other intoxicants. It is the poor 
only who use it, and if the duty is raised thereon 
the poor would not be able to get any other cheaper 
intoxicant as a substitute. 


66. I am of opinion that there need not be differ¬ 
ent rates of taxation for different kinds of ganja, 
such as the fiat or round ga.ija grown in different 
localities. The present rates of taxation are suffi¬ 
cient for them. I am unable to say anything 
about the broken ganja produced in Bengal. 

67. I am of opinion that there is no objection 
to the present method of taxing ganja and bhang 
being continued. The present system is good and 
agreeable to the consumers. 

68. There are no houses or shops licensed in this 
district for consumption of any of these drugB on 
the premises. 

69. The wishes of the people are first consulted 
or considered by the Collector before permission is 
granted, if deemed necessary, to open a shop in 
any locality. For this purpose, application bearing 
the signatures of the residents in a locality is sub- 
mitted to the Collector, who sends it for enquiry 
and report to the taluka matnlatdar and A bkari 
Inspector, who if report favourably to the wishes 
of the people, permission is granted. The local 
public opinion must necessarily be obtained in each 
case. 

70. The production of the hemp plant being 
abundant in this district, there is no importation 
or smuggling of hemp drugs from Native States. 


48. Evidence of Khan Sahib Nasakvanji Edalji Sethna, Pam, Abkari Inspector, 

Satara. 


1. I am Abkari Inspector, and as such, in the i 
execution of my duties, 1 have had opportunities of I 
obtaining information regarding hemp drugs. 

2. The definition of the word ganja, as given in 
the question, is accepted for this district (Satara). 
But charas and bhang being not exactly what they 
are meant in the definitions, I define them sepa¬ 
rately as they are known here. 

Charas is the name applied to the resinous 
exudation which, emanating from the ganja tops 
and the leaves and small buds at the time of har- 
vesting, sticks to the palm and fingers of the 
hands. This exudation is then scraped off the 
hands and turned into pills. 

Bhang, otherwise called garda, is the powdered 
dust and leaves which are separated from the 
ganja, when it undergoes the process of winnow¬ 
ing, and also the powder produced by the handliug 
of ganja subsequently. 

Only one kind of ganja is sold here, and that is 
flat ganja. It is manufactured by being trodden 
under foot, so that the flower tops assume a flat¬ 
tened shape. Neither the round ganja nor the 
broken ganja is known in this district. 

3. I do not know of any districts in Guzerat or 
Deocan where the hemp plant grows spontaneous¬ 
ly. It does not grow spontaneously in Kaira and 
Satara. 

4. The wild plant is not known here, 

5. As wild hemp does not grow here, the special 
conditions of climate, etc., are not known. 

6. As wild hemp does not grow here, I cannot 
say if the growth is dense or scattered. 

7. Hemp plant is cultivated for production of 
ganja in the Satara district. About 300 acres of 
rand were under cultivation during 1892-93, It 
is not cultivated for production of charas or for 
use as bhang or for its fibre or seeds, 
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| 8. I do not find any considerable increase or de» 

I crease in the area under cultivation. The amount 
of cultivation is almost in the same state in which 
it has been for some time. 

9. After the soil is manured and ploughed, the 
seed is sown with the usual three-drilled imple¬ 
ment, one drill of which 1b, however, used. The 
seed used is the Ahmednagar seed, as the cultiva¬ 
tors prefer this to the Satara seed, the crops raised 
from the latter seed being more snbjeet to blight 
than those raised from the Ahmednagar seed. 
The seed is sown in the month of Ashad (July- 
August), and it is required at the rate of 1£ to 2 
seers (capacity measure) per acre of land. About 
a week after the date of sowing young plants be¬ 
gin to show, and in the second week the cultivator 
removes sickly plants and those which we very 
close, one inch of space beiug allowed between any 
two plants. By the end of three weeks the plants 
stand about a foot high, when the cultivator re¬ 
moves the weeds and clears the space between the 
rows. About a month after the sowing the plants 
are about 18 inches high. The plants are then 
examined by an expert, who readily detects and 
removes suoh plants as are likely to be affected by 
blight. Each plant is examined once a week. If 
the rainfall has been timely and sufficient, two 
more waterings are necessary before the crop is 
ready for harvesting. Otherwise the crop is war 
tered three times, and so arranged that the last 
watering takes place about 14 days before harvest- 
ing. The crop is then harvested in the month of 
Kartick (November). 

10. Hemp cultivators, for its narcotic properties, 
do not form a special class. They belong to the 
original agricultural class. 

11. No. 

12.1 am not aware of any districts in which 
the wild hemp is specially cultivated for the pro¬ 
duction of ganja. 

B 
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18. The cultivation of the hemp plant for ganja 
is not restricted in this province. It is not, how¬ 
ever. common to all districts, the conditions being 
necessary for the cultivation. Ganja plants would 
not grow in places where the rainfall was heavy or 
the temperature low. The cultivation of hemp 
plant for ganja in Mahableshwar and other similar 
places would be impossible. 

14 ( a ) Ganja alone is prepared from the hemp 
plant in the Satara district, about 830 acres of 
land being under cultivation for the purpose. 

(6) Cbarus is not prepared or sold here. 

(e) Bhang is not prepared here. It is, as de¬ 
fined above, the powdered dust and leaves produced 
by the handling of ganja. It is mostly used as 
manure, and partly in some preparations called 
ghota and dudhia. 

15. (a) The wild plant is not known here, and 
so the several methods of preparations from the 
cultivated and the wild plant cannot he distin¬ 
guished. Ganja from the cultivated plant is pre¬ 
pared thus:— 

The crop being ready for harvesting, the first 
process is to ent the tops of the plants, and then 
the buds and small leaves. The tops of the leaves 
and the buds are then carried to a place prepared 
for the purpose, and arranged in heaps and exposed 
to the sun to dry. It is then trodden under foot 
by men. When crushed it is turned over and 
again exposed to the sun, the process of treading 
being repeated about five times a day for'four 
days. In this way the tops, the leaves and the 
buds become a cohesive mass owing to the resin¬ 
ous matter contained therein. The more the resin¬ 
ous matter, the better is the quality of ganja. 
The next process is that of winnowing, which re¬ 
moves loose leaves and dust. The ganja thus 
finally prepared is in heavy green lumps showing 
yellow fibres. 

(A) In my answer to question No. 2, I have 
defined what charas is. No preparation is made 
from it. It is not sold or consumed by the people 
in its original state, except by some solitary 
bairagi or ascetic who happens to be on the spot 
where ganja is prepared. He obtains a pill or two 
of the scrapod-off exudation from a cultivator at 
the time of harvesting. 

(c) Bhang, as defined above, is mixed and 
pounded with spices and sugar, and the prepara¬ 
tion is called ghota. Another preparation of bhang 
is called dudhia, which is prepared by mixing milk 
to ghota. 

Ganja is principally used in smoking. It is al¬ 
so used in a preparation called fnassala, which con¬ 
tains, besides ganja, certain other ingredients. 
This massala is given to horses to eat when they 
are fatigued by long journeys or when they are 
suffering from cold. Charas is used in smoking 
only. Bhang is used in drinking only, 

10. I have already stated above that bhang is 
nothing more than the powdered dust and leaveR 
of ganja. It does not require any process for its 
preparation. It is produced by a handling of the 
ganja. It is as if it were that bhang and ganja 
go hand in hand. The wild plant is not kuown 
here, and so I cannot say if ganja or charas can be 
prepared from the plant, wherever grown. 

17. No preparations, if any, of the three drugs 
are sold here. The classes of people who prepare 
the preparations are the classes who use them. 
The preparations are ghota and dudhia, and 
these are prepared by persons from amongst 


the agricultural and labouring classes, fakirs, bai- 
ragis, sadhus, etc. 

18. Ganja and bhang deteriorate by keeping. 
They lose the effect gradually. Ganja loses its 
intoxicating property by half in the second year of 
its production, and in the third year its value ie 
one-fourth of what it was in the beginning. 
Bhang is valueless almost in the first year, it 
being used as manure. With all the care ganja 
will deteriorate. 

19. Ganja is principally used for smoking. It 
is also used in preparing massala for horses when 
they are fatigued by long journeys or when they 
are suffering from cold. Charas is used in smok¬ 
ing only. 

20. C hnras is not, a recognised drug of the dig. 
triet. There is very little use of it, A stray 
bairagi or fakir happening to be on the spot where 
ganja is manufactured might require it for smok¬ 
ing. So eharas cannot be recognised as one of the 
established drugs used in this district. Persons 
from amongst the agriculturists, labourers, cart- 
men, bairagis, fakirs, ghisaris (blacksmiths!, 
tambolis (pan-sellers), bag wan a (fruiterers), attar 
(colour sellers), mauer (baugadi preparers), mill* 
labs (Muhammadan priests), dervishes (who make 
a show of tigers and bears), bahurupi (actors in 
theatres), sarwans (camel drivers), and persons 
from amongst the class of peons, whether in 
Goverment service or private service, smoke ganja. 
The proportion of the people who smoke ganja is 
at the rate of about three to one hundred. They 

j smoke in their houses or places of residence. 

21. Only fiat ganja is used in this district for 
! smoking. 

22. No charas, whether native or foreign, is 
chiefly used in this district. It is not imported. 

28, Bhang is not used for smoking. 

24. Bhang is not eaten but is drunk. There 
are very few people who drink bhang, and they 
are from amongst the class of bairagis, sadhus, or 

1 fakirs. 

25. The use of ganja is neither on the increase 
nor decrease. From the figures of consumption, 
it appears that it is just about what it has been 
for some time. There is no use of charas, and 
bhang is not much used. 

26. Of the consumers of ganja there are about 
80 per cent, who are habitual moderate consumers 
and about 15 per cent, habitual excessive consu¬ 
mers, and about 5 per cant, who are occasional 
excessive consumers. Charas and bhang are con¬ 
sumed in such small quantities in this district that 
they require no special mention. 

27. Habitual excessive consumers are mostly 
from amongst the class of bairagis, sadhus and 
fakirs; whilst the habitual moderate consumers 
and occasional moderate consumers are from 
amongst the classes mentioned in the answer to 
question No. 20. There are no particular habits 
of life or circumstances which lead to the practice 
of consuming the drug. 

28. The average allowance of ganja and the 
average cost per diem to habitual consumers is two 
tolas and six pies respectively. A habitual ex¬ 
cessive consumer requires on an average five tolas 
worth of ganja, costing one anna and three pies, 
including cost of tobacco. 

29. In making massala for horses some ingre¬ 
dients have to be mixed with ganja; with charas 
no ingredients are mixed. In making ghota, 
sugar and spices, such as alilipndc, nutmeg, xpace 



107 


■',nd cardamom are mixed with bhang. 'By mixing 
milk to gliota dudiiia is prepared. The spices are 
hot substances, and, with a view to give heat to 
the body, they are mixed with bhang. 1 do not 
know anything about the preparation called bhang 
massala. 

80. A smoker of ganja would prefer to smoke 
in company if a smoker friend or two happen to 
be near him. If not, he will smoke in solitude. 
Ghota and dudiiia are drinks which would mostly 
be consumed in company. By previous appoint¬ 
ment there would be a company of friends at a 
particular place, when tbe gliota or dudhia would 
be prepared aud drunk. Ganja is generally smok¬ 
ed by persons over the age of twenty-five up to 
any time in advanced life. Similarly ghota and 
dudhia aio drunk by males of like age. Children 
do not consume any of these drugs. 

31. A habit of consuming any of these drugs is 
easily formed, and it is difficult to break it off. 
There is a tendency of the habit to develop into 
the excessive, 

32. There are no customs, social or religious, in 
regard to tbe consumption of any of these drugs. 

33. Tbe consumption and use of all or any of 
these drugs is regarded with contempt and dis¬ 
repute by the public. People bold this opinion, 
I thiuk, on account of the bad effects the drugs 
possess over the consumers. None of the people 
worship the hemp plant, 

34. In my opinion it would not be a serious 
privation to any class of consumers to forego the 
consumption of the drug they use, because there 
are instances of men who used to smoke ganja 
before, but who have since left off'smoking. 

36. It would be feasible to prohibit tbe use of 
tbe three drugs and their preparations. The pro¬ 
hibition must extend to Native States also, that 
there may not be any chance of the drugs being 
smuggled and used in this district. For the pro¬ 
hibition to be enforced either that fhe cultivation 
of the ganja plant should stop altogether, or that 
heavy duties should be levied immediately the 
ganja is manufactured. The prohibition would 
not cause any serious discontent amongst the 
consumers. It would not cause any political 
danger. Tbe prohibition would not be followed 
by recourse to alcoholic stimulants or other drugs. 

80. I do not think that alcohol is now being to 
any extent substituted for any of the three drugs. 

37. As charas smoking is so very rare in this 
district, the difference betweeu the effects of ganja 
uud charas smoking cannot be stated. 

38. Only flat ganja is known in ibis district. 
So the difference in the effects betweeu it aud the 
round and chur ganja cannot be stated, 

39. 1 cannot answer this question. 

40. Gauja is used iu making a massala for 
horses. 

41 and 42. I cannot answer these questions. 

43. Moderate consumers of ganja and bhang 
are inoffensive to their neighbours. 

44, The immediate effect of moderate ganja 
smoking on the habitual smoker is that it is re- 
freshin°\ It produces intoxication and creates 
appetite. Tbe effect last- for about an hour, and 
after that time there is a depression of miud. 
The want of subsequent smoking produces un¬ 
easiness. 

45 and 46. I cannot answer these. 

47. The habitual moderate use of ganja does 
not appear to be a heieditary habit. It does not 
vol. vii. 


affect in any way the children of tbe moderate 
consumer. 

48. I canuot answer this. 

49. Moderate ganja smoking does not produce 
any desire for sexual intercourse. Prostitutes 
smoke ganja ; but 1 do not know whether they do 
so as an aphrodisiac. The use of ganja tends to 
produce impotence. Gliota and dudhia are used 
iu Guzerat. by males as an aphrodisiac. 

60 to 58. I cannot answer these questions. 

54. Ganja or bhang is not used by criminals to 
fortify themselves to commit a premeditated act 
of violence or other crime. 

55 and 56. I cannot answer these, 

57. Ganja and charas are not known to be eaten 
or drunk in this district. 

58. The present system of excise administration 
works well and does not require any improve¬ 
ment. 

59. No improvement necessary. 

60. Ganja is produced iu this district, and the 
ganja plants and the ganja itself are sufficiently 
under control, and no modification in the system 
appears to be necessary. 

61. Charas is not produced iu this district. 

62. There is no cultivation in this district of 
the hemp plant for proauction of bhang, as bhang 
is nothing but the powdered dust and leaves of 
ganja produced by a handling of the ganja. 

63. I have no objection to the present system 
of wholesale and retail vend of ganja Charas is 
not sold at all. Bhang is not sold wholesale. It 
is sold retail. I have no objection against its 
system of retail vend. 

64. I have no objection to the existing regula¬ 
tions governing tbe export and import of ganja 
from and into Satara or its transport within the 
province, excepting that all ganja for export and 
transport should be taken for examination, pre¬ 
vious to removal to its destination, to tbe rnamlat- 
dar’s office of the taluka to which the village 
whence the ganja is removed belongs. Charas 
and bhang are not exported from or imported into 
or transported within the Satara district. 

65. With reference to alcoholic and other in¬ 
toxicants ganja is lightly taxed ; but as it is 
principally used by poor people, no change with a 
view to increase the duty would be desirable. 
Charas is not sold at all, aud bhang is sold retail 
along with gnnja. 

60. I have not seen round or “ broken ” gauja, 
aud eo 1 cannot say whether there should be one 
uniform rate or different rates of taxation for 
different kinds of ganja. 

67. I have no objection to propose to the pre¬ 
sent method of taxing gaDja and bhang, charas 
not being sold, 

68. There are no houses or shops iu this district 
licensed for the sale of ganja and bhang, where 
the purchasers are permitted to consume the drugs 
on the premises. I am of opinion that there 
should not be such houses or shops. 

69. The wishes of the people are partly con¬ 
sidered before a shop is opened iu any locality. 
Immediately an application for tho opening of a 
shop is received, it is enquired into by the inam- 
latdar of the taluka to which the place where the 
shop is intended to be opened is subordinate and 
reported on to the Collector, with whom the final 
decision rests. Local public opinion should al¬ 
ways be considered. 

r2 
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70. No hemp drugs are imported or smuggled I is really paid in respect of all the ganja and bhang 
from Native States into the Satara district. Duty ) used here, no un taxed drugs being consumed. 


49. Evidence of Yashyant Nilkanth, Eat ana Erabhu, Superintendent, Office, of 
Survey Commissioner, and Director of Land Records and Agriculture , 


Bombay. 

1. Observation and conversation with persons 
dealing in and using these drugs. 

%, So far as ganja and charas are concerned, 
I)r. Brain's definition is thoroughly applicable to 
the drugs used in the Deccan under these names. 
Bhang, as is generally used here, differs slightly 
from what is stated in the definition in being a 
mass of broken leaves of the hemp plant mixed 
with crushed pieces of the dried flower head in its 
immature state. This flowering top of the 
cultivated female hemp plant is called ganja. 

The three described varieties of ganja—flat, 
round, and broken—are not recognized in the 
Deccan. The ganja in general use here is ap¬ 
parently what is described by Dr. Prain as flat 
ganja; but it is considered somewhat milder than 
the Upper India drug by those who have smoked 
ganja in Upper India as well as in the Deccan, 
the mildness being attributed to the practice in 
the Deccan of cutting the plant in a more 
immature stage than is customary in Upper India. 
The inferior variety of ganja known as bhang 
approaches the description of Dr. Praia’s chuv in 
being a coarse powder, but can in no way be 
compared with the Bengal chur. Bhang is 
really the refuse accumulating in ganja stores and 
shops, and contains broken leaves, seeds, etc., and 
is sold at a much cheaper rate than ganja. 

The different hemp drugs are called ganja, 
bhang, and charas. 

3 to 6. Though stray plants are occasionally to 
to be met with growing in house yards, manure 
heaps, waste grounds, etc., from seeds accidentally 
dropped, spontaneous growth of the hemp plant 
to any extent is unknown in the Deccan dis¬ 
tricts. 

7. Though hemp drugs are indulged in to a 
certain extent, their use in this presidency cannot 
be described as being general, except in Sind, 
where bhang is consumed as a beverage made up 
in the manner to be described. The hemp plant 
is therefore cultivated on a very limited scale, as 
shown in statement A hereto appended. In 
Gujarat, Surat alone has an appreciable area 
under hemp, mostly in the head-quarters taluka 
of Chorasi. The cultivation appears to be chiefly 
for bhang, Surat being one of the sources of 
bhang supply to the Bombay market. In the 
Karnatak hemp is found under cultivation in the 
neighbourhood of the town of Bijapur. But 
this cultivation is of recent date, having been 
introduced in 1887-88, The principal locality of 
hemp cultivation in the presidency proper is the 
Deccan, chiefly the districts of Ahmednagar and 
Satara, where the plant is grown primarily for 
ganja for local consumption and for export to 
Bombay. 

In the Deccan the use of bhang is much more 
limited than that of gsnja, and the drug is not 
separately produced. "What is sold as bhang 
consists of broken leaves with the refuse left in 
the curing of ganja. Charas, the resin obtained 
from the hemp plant, is rarely used and little 
manufactured. CharaS is not gathered from the 
plant as in Bengal, Sometimes, but rarely, in 


the Ahmednagar district the glutinous substance 
adhering to the bands and feet of men employed 
in treading and pressing ganja is scraped off and 
stored for private consumption, but not for sale. 
The few persons who, like the Hindu and 
Muhammadan ascetics and others hailing from 
Northern India, smoke charas, obtain it from 
Bombay, which receives its supply of the drug 
from Northern India, Afghanistan and Yarkand. 
Hemp is not grown for its fibre. 

8. The area under hemp (vide appended state¬ 
ment) has been decreasing, tendency being 
attributed to the restriction imposed upon the 
disposal of the crop. The area under the crop is 
recorded, and the crop is watched by the village 
officers, and it cannot be disposed of without the 
necessary permit. 

Again, as the crop cannot be sold except to the 
licensed farmer, and as all hemp drugs will not 
keep good longer than a year, the result is that 
in some places the crop is not raised unless the 
purchase is guaranteed previously by a licensed 
vendor. 

9. The hemp plant requires good soil and 
careful tillage. It does best in medium black soil 
with a mixture of red soil. The land is prepared 
as for bajri [Pennuetum lyphoideum), and the 
seed is sown in Jnne-July with a three-coulter 
seed drill, the distance between any two rows 
being about a foot and a balf. The orop is 
bullock-hoed with a view to loosen the surface 
soil, to earth up the plants, and to remove the 
weeds. It is also frequently hand-weeded to keep 
the land scrupulously clean. When it is about 
two feet high, the male plants are uprooted and 
the crop otherwise thinned, to afford sufficient 
room for lateral growth, which is induced by 
bruising the stem. This is done by giving it a 
half twist a few inches above the root. Culti¬ 
vators are very careful in removing male plants, 
as a few of them are said to be quite sufficient to 
fertilize the whole crop of female plants and thus 
damage the crop. Male plants are therefore 
searched after until the orop begins to flower. 
Hemp is liberally manured with farm-yard 
manure, but rarely irrigated. If the rainfall is 
deficient, it is supplemented by two or three 
waterings. The crop becomes ready for harvest in 
November-Deeember. It is harvested by cutting 
the flower-heads with about ore foot of stalk. 
These are left to be exposed to the influence of 
dew on a piece of ground well cleaned and beaten 
firm specially for the purpose for one night. 
Next day the cut stalks are heaped in small heaps, 
with the flower heads towards the centre, and the 
heaps are trampled and trodden down by men. 
This process lasts from three to four days, and 
during it the flowering beads are pressed flat. 
The ganja is now fit for storage. The heaps are 
winnowed, and the flowering heads picked by hand 
are stored in gunny bags. The chaff, consisting 
mostly of broken leaves and broken flowering 
tops, are gathered and separately stored as bhang. 
During the curing of ganja sometimes a little 
charas is gathered in the manner described in 
reply 7. Thus at one and the same time all the 
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three drugs are manufactured. Lengre in the 
Kbanapur taluka of Satara, and Javulke in the 
Khed, and Jategaon, Mukhai, and Shikrapur in 
the Sivur taiukas of Pooua are famous for their 
ganja. 

10. The cultivators who grow ganja belong to 
the ordinary cultivating classes, but possess the 
special knowledge required to distinguish male 
from female plants, and also a knowledge of the 
curing of ganja. 

11 and 12. No information. 

18. All the Deooan districts grow ganja for 
local consumption, but Ahmednagar, Satara, and 
Nasik also for export; but its area is especially 
large in the Kbanapur taluka of Satara, and the 
Nagar, Rahuri and Newasa taiukas of Ahmed¬ 
nagar. The cultivation once established seems to 
be maintained by the skill acquired and handed 
down from father to son. It may also be due to 
the suitability of soil, dry climate and light 
rainfall, which are essential for the proper growth 
of the plant. The extension of the cultivation of 
the plant in equally favourable parts of other 
districts is discouraged for reasons stated in reply 
No. 8. The plant is not likely to produce a 
large flowering top in the hilly tracts of the 
Western Ghauts and the Konkan, where the 
rainfall is excessive. 

14. As stated above in reply No. 9, ganja and 
bhang are manufactured in the places where the 
hemp plant is specially grown for the purpose 
to meet local demand and for export to Bombay. 
Charas is manufactured in the Ahmednagar 
district only to a very limited extent for private 
use in the manner described above in reply 
No. 7. 

15. As stated above in reply Nos. 3 to 6, I 
have no knowledge of the hemp plant growing 
in a wild state in any of the Deccan districts, and 
the facts stated refer to the products of the cul¬ 
tivated plant only. 

(A) Ganja is not subjected to any special 
treatment until it passes into the hand of the 
6moker, who breaks the top into small bits, 
removes seeds, leaves and foreign matter if there 
be any, He then places the broken ganja on the 
palm of his left hand, and pours water over it 
three or four times till the water is clear, each 
time kneading it with the thumb of hie right 
hand. This process takes about 10 minutes if it 
is properly done. By this time the ganja becomes 
sticky. It is then squeezed with the two hands 
till the water is pressed out, A small cake 
is left, from which pieces are broken and 
mixed with an equal quantity of tobacco, and 
smoked off in an ordinary native tobacco pipe. 
Care is taken both to wash and to knead the 
ganja thoroughly. Insufficient washing leaves a 
substance which is said to cause coughing, and, if 
the water 1 b not all pressed out, it will not smoke 
easily. 

(B) Sweetmeats sold under the name of yakuti, 
majum, shrikband, and gulkand are made with 
extract of ganja, which is prepared as follows:— 
One seer of good ganja is boiled with a seer and 
a half of water for about an hour, when half a 
seer of ghi is added, or more if a weak extract is 
desired. The boiling is continued for two hours 
more. It is then strained, while hot, through a 
coarse canvas bag. Thorough straining is effected 
by tying a rod to the mouth of the bag and twist¬ 
ing the rod round and round. The squeezing 
causes a separation with the liquid of everything 
which can be pressed through the canvas, fibrous 


or woody matter remaining in the bag. This 
must be done while the boiled mass is still hot; 
otherwise the ghi will thicken and prevent free 
flow of the extract. The extract is then kept 
over night in a wide-mouthed vessel to settle. 
During the night, by the action of cold, the ghi 
thickens and rises with the extract of ganja to the 
surface of water and is skimmed off next morning. 
To further refine the extract, the skimmings are 
then boiled till all the water is driven off. The 
extract is then fit for storage in the earthenware 
jar for use. To secure greater purity ganja is 
sometimes soaked in water for a couple of days 
and washed before being boiled, and the ghi is 
washed clean with water before it is mixed with 
the ganja. The extract thus prepared forms the 
base of all the sweetmeats described below. The 
ghi used in the preparation of the extract should 
be fall boiled; if half boiled ghi is used, the 
extract will not keep. 

To prepare yakuti, five to eight tolas of ganja 
extract, according to the strength required, with 
a quarter of a seer of conserve of toses (rose petals 
preserved with sugar) are added to a seer of sugar 
Byrup. The mixture is seasoned with one tola 
of powdered cardamoms and j tola saffron, nut¬ 
meg, mace, and cloves, each. Sometimes almond 
kernels peeled off and finely sliced are added. 
The whole mixture is then poured into shallow 
brass or cooper dishes tinned inside. When it 
I has cooled and thickened, it is cut with a knife 
into rhomboidal pieces about an inch long, half 
an inch broad, and a quarter of an inch thick. 

Majum is prepared in the same way as yakuti, 
but without conserve of j-oses, saffron and cloves. 
Unless it is specially ordered, majnm prepared for 
retail Bale is not generally spiced. It is merely 
ganja extract and sugar. The syrup used in these 
preparations is made by boiling to evaporation fine 
sugar over a slow fire. The syrup is purified by 
skimming off the impurities which rise to the 
surface during the boiling. 

Shrikhand is prepared by adding the extract in 
the same proportion as in yakuti or majum to 
syrup made from gul or undrained sugar. 

Gulkand is a mixture of conserve of roses and 
ganja extract, the extract being mixed at the rate 
of five to eight tolas, according to the strength 
required, with a seer of conserve of roses. 

Bhang .—When it is not purchased ready pre¬ 
pared bhang as sold in the market is first picked 
to remove pieces of stalk, pebbles,etc,, then washed 
with water, and then ground into a fine paste, 
with a few grains of black pepper, on a grind¬ 
stone. Hindu ascetics prefer a mortar and pestle 
of nim (Melia azadirachta) wood to a grindstone. 
The paste is then stirred in sufficient water, and 
the whole is strained through a piece of cloth and 
drunk either with or without sugar. This is the 
simplest and cheapest form of bhang for drinking. 
Those who can afford it add to it ground almond 
kernels, and flavour it with cardamoms, etc. Well- 
to-do habitual drinkers purchase raw bhang in 
quantity, boil it in water for two or three hours, 
and then wash it clean of all impurities. It is 
then dried and stored for use. For drinking, it 
is ground and prepared in the way described above. 
Some roast their bhang on a frying pan, and wash 
it before it is ground. Bhang is sometimes boiled 
in milk, A ball of ground paste of bhang is tied 
in a piece of muslin and is boiled in milk, sugar¬ 
ed and flavoured with cardamoms, eto. The 
preparation is used by well-to-do occasional drink¬ 
ers. The bhang as sold in the Decoan markets 
is not liked by Gujaratis and men from Upper 
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India, who, when they can manage it, bring bhang 
from their own parts of the country- When 
bhang is not procurable, an habitual drinker will 
make his drink of ganja instead of bhang, but 
this is rare. 

Green leaves of the hemp plant are sometimes 
made into bhajas, tbe preparation consisting of 
hemp leaves, gram flour and spices mixed together 
in water, formed into small roundish cakes and 
fried in oil or ghi, Sometimes powdered ganja is 
used in this dish instead of the leaves. Young 
and tender hemp plants are also eaten as a vege¬ 
table. 

Chara9 requires no preparation before its use. 
It is simply made into small pills and smoked 
either with ganja or tobacco, according to tbe 
choice of the smoker. 

Boja .—'Ibis is another intoxicating preparation 
in which ganja is used, but it is not in common use. 
It is prepared in the following manner : Two 
seers of jawari (Sorghum vulgare), four seers of 
dried roots of the jawari plant, one seer ganja, and 
half a seer nux vomica are soaked together in water 
for three or four days. 

The water is then strained off from the mixture, 
and the mixture is boiled with fresh water fot- 
three or four hours. After careful washing the 
mixture is dried in the shed and ground to fine 
powder. The powder is stored for occasional use 
“When wanted, the required quantity is dissolved 
in water and the strained water is drunk. The 
water is neither sugared nor flavoured. Some 
drinkers prefer to make it stronger by the addition 
of a pinch of dhatura or nux vomica seed ground 
to powder. 

16. Habitual drinkers who cannot afford to 
prepare their own bhang at home resort to bhang 
shops. As the Deccan bhang contains ganja dust, 
it cannot he prepared everywhere from the plant; 
but the bhang, which wholly consists of leaves as 
in Upper India, can be prepared anywhere. I 
have no knowledge of the wild plant. 

17. Ganja is not sold ready prepared for smok¬ 
ing, it being prepared by smokers themselves, 
as stated above in reply No. 15. Bharg shops 
for the sale of the ready-made drink are generally 
kept by North Gujarat . Brahmins. Yakuti 
and other sweetmeats are generally prepared by 
perfume-sellers who have obtained the necessary 
license. 

18. Ganja, bhang and charas deteriorate by 
keeping. I have no knowledge as to whether 
they quite lose their effect in time; but this is 
certain that the drugs are destroyed after a year 
or two as being useless. They keep good with 
ordinary care for a year. The cause of deteriora¬ 
tion apparently is the escape of some volatile 
principle. 

19. Ganja by itself is, as a rule, used for 
smoking, and exceptionally as a substitute for 
bhang in drinking. The use of ganja in sweet¬ 
meats as a vegetable have already been described 
above in reply No. 15. Ganja-smoking is more 
prevalent in towns than in villages, and yakuti 
and other sweetmeats are prepared in towns only. 
Charas is used in smoking ouly, and its use is 
rare, 

20. The proportion of ganja smokers is very 
small, as stated above. The classes who generally 
indulge in ganja-smoking are Hindu ascetics, 
go?avis and bairagis, and Muha-mmadan fakirs. 
Next to them come the artizan classes, both 
Hindu and Muhammadan. Skilful artizaus have 
a bad name for ganja»smoking, and only a few 


professional singers, artists, engravers and the like 
are free from this vice, The use of ganja is so 
common among such classes that if a master- 
worker is complimented on his skill, he will in 
acknowledgment say —“ That is only heeause 
I prepared the ganja for my master for so many 
years'”— i.e., served so long an apprenticeship. 
Peons and messengers are addicted to this habit, 
but not as a class. The oultivating classes are 
almost free from this vice, 'they do not use hemp 
drugs as a stimulant, nor do they use them to sus¬ 
tain themselves under a stress of work. Their 
belief is that a ganja smoker cannot be a steady 
worker, and has not the hardness to undergo great 
labour under heat and sun. An habitual* ganja 
smoker does not stand high in their esteem. 
Charas is smoked by Pathans, Muhammadan fakirs, 
ascetics and persons from Northern India, and 
only occasionally by other people of the Deccan. 
Ganja sweetmeats, yakuti and others are occasion¬ 
ally used by dissipaters of all communities. 

21. In the Deeean the varieties of ganja are 
not known. Whole ganja is preferred to ganja 
dost sold under the name of bhang. Those who 
have used Upper India ganja prefer it to local 
ganja. 

22. Very little charas is used, and such as is 
used is brought from Bombay, where it is import¬ 
ed from Afghanistan, Northern India and Yark¬ 
and. 

23. Hard smokers, when they do not get ganja, 
might be induced to smoke even bbang; but, as 
a rule, bhang is not smoked. 

24. The percentage of bhang drinkers or eaters 
is insignificant in the Deeean. Habitual bhang 
drinkers are generally met with among immi¬ 
grants from Guzerat, Marwar, and Upper India. 
When they have no time to prepare bhang for 
drink, they content themselves with eating the 
paste. Jewellers are habitual bhang drinkers, but 
they are very moderate in its use. They say it 
clears their sight and steadies attention, clear 
sight and steady attention being essential for 
their trade. Hindu ascetics drink bbang to ex¬ 
cess, urging, if questioned, that it keeps them 
contented and concentrates their attention in 
prayer. 

25. In the absence of carefully prepared statis¬ 
tical information, it is difficult to answer this 
question either way. But it may here be observed 
that, among educated classes, the use of L-hang is 
discredited, and more so of ganja A generation 
or two ago bhang was sometimes served at pic¬ 
nics and pleasure parties among the higher classes; 
but the place of bbang is now to a certain extent 
being taken by spirits. 

36. It is very difficult to give these proportions. 
It is said that there ate among a hundred habitual 
consumers of ganja or bhang about ten who 
indulge to excess. 

27. Ma: wadis may be said all to be occasional 
bhang drinkers. Ganja smokers are recruited 
from all classes. Sometimes people contract these 
habits by using them first as remedies for certain 
bodily ailments; but among the generality of 
smokers and drinkers the habit is tbe result of 
association. 

28. An habitual moderate consumer requires 
about one tola bhang, worth half a pice, per day; 
while an excessive consumer may claim to require 
from 10 to 20 tolas. For a moderate smoker one- 
third tola ganja, worth a pice, is sufficient for a 
day; an exoessive smoker takes four times as 
much. 



Ill 


29. Bhang is never drunk without a seasoning 
of black pepper ; but often it is spiced with al¬ 
monds, or mixed with milk, sweetened with sugar 
or sugarcandy, and flavoured with some or all of 
the following articles of the bhang massala : poppy 
seeds, rose petals, fennel, nutmeg, cardamoms, 
black pepper and kasni seed (Ginchorium intybus). 

Qanja is always smoked with tobacco. In¬ 
stances of ganja being smoked unwashed and with¬ 
out tobacco are very rare. Sometimes, but very 
rarely, say in one of 500 cases, dhatura or nux 
vomica is smoked with ganja to increase its in¬ 
toxicating properties. Among gosavis and 
bairagis on rare occasions a mixture of dhatura, 
nux vomica, aeouite, opium, arsenic and raskapur 
(a mixture of the mercurial chlorides) is said to 
be smoked with ganja or drunk with bhang. 
When smoked, the mixture is called pancbratni 
chillum,'or the bowl containing five jewels ; and 
when drunk, the preparation, panchratni bhang or 
bhang made of five jewels. 

Charas is smoked with ganja or tobacco ; when 
smoked with tobacco it is milder in effect. 

30. The consumption of these drugs is practised 
both in solidude and in company. The well-to-do 
and the respectable, who valuo public opinion, 
generally use these drugs in private. But they 
will not object to take a few sips of bhang in 
company of friends, or with a religious devotee of 
some reputation. The poor and the idle generally 
meet at a temple or some other public place and 
indulge iu these drugs. Sometimes they meet at 
the house of a well-to-do smoker or drinker who 
can afford to stand treat and does not object to 
their company. Such places of meeting are called 
“ ganjacha akhada” or “bhangecha akhada ” as 
the case may be, and the ganja smoker is called a 
‘ ganjekas ’ or ‘ ganjad ’ and the bhang drinker 
‘ bhangya J or f bbangad’. The use of these drugs is 
chiefly confined to the male sex, only a few 
women, always those of loose character, using 
ganja and bhang. Boys are not known to in¬ 
dulge in these drugs. The use of ganja sweat- 
meats is more general; but even these are not 
eaten by children. 

31. The habit of using these drugs is not so 
easily formed as that of tobacco; for ganja and 
bhang cannot be used in secret without the know¬ 
ledge of elders, as both these drugs require some 
special treatment before their use. Besides, ganja 
emits a strong smell and at times nauseates the 
novice. The habit is not very difficult to break 
off, the uneasiness lasting only for a few days. 
There is not a greater tendency in the case of these 
drugs than in other uarcotics for the moderate 
habit to develop into the excessive. 

32. Bhang, being considered favourite of the 
god Shiva, is drunk .on the Maha Shivaratra, the 
fourteenth day of the dark fortnight of the Hindu 
month Magh (February-Match), and on Mon 
days of the month Sbravan (July-August), a!! 
these days being sacred to that deity. It is also 
drunk during the Shimga holidays, the Saturnalia 
of the Hindus, when more or less indulgence—nay- 
even license—is allowed, These holidays fall in 
the month of Phalgun (Maroh-April). In Bom¬ 
bay, on the Ramnavami holiday (the birthday of 
the god Ram, falling on the ninth day of the 
bright half of the month of Chaitra, corresponding 
to April-May), in some of the Ram temples of the 
Prabhu community, a weak drink of bhaug, pre- 
pared with milk, sugar, and almonds, and flavoured 
with the bhaug massala, is served out to the mem¬ 
bers of the community wbp come to worship at 


the temples. ,It. is taken more as a cooling drink 
than as an intoxicant. The use is not considered 
essential, nor is it excessive. It is not injurious 
or likely to lead to the formation of the habit. 

83. The consumption of any of these drugs is 
considered disreputable, and the public holds a 
bad opinion about the person who habitually in¬ 
dulges in any of them. The person is considered 
unsteady, idle, quarrelsome, and as being an asso¬ 
ciate of bad characters. 1 am not aware of the 
hemp plant being worshipped; but bhang prepared 
as for drinking is incessantly dropped on the god 
Shiva either in fulfilment of a vow or on high 
festivals in honour of Shiva. It is put in an 
"abhisbekapatra/’a vessel with cone-shaped bottom 
perforated through the apex, and the vessel is 
held over the head of the idol either by the votary 
himself or by the priest in his behalf, and 
mantras or sacred verses in praise of the god are 
recited as the bhang water drops on the head of 
the idol. 

34. It would be a serious privation to Hindu 
and Muhammadan ascetics, and to a less degree 
to artizans and professional singers and musicians, 
to forego the consumption of the drugs. They 
are accustomed to the use of some intoxicant. 
The ascetic class will not give up hemp drugs and 
drink spirits readily, for spirits are forbidden by 
religion, and spirits cost much more. 

35. It would be practicable to prohibit the use 
of all these drugs. The cultivation of the hemp 
plant can be thoroughly controlled, as is done in 
the ease of poppy, cultivation; but the prohibition 
cannot be enforced without occasioning serious 
discontent among the consumers. The ascetic 
classes tvho form the major portion of tbe con¬ 
sumers and who consider the use of these drugs 
necessary for the fulfilment of their vows of celi¬ 
bacy and devotion would resent such prohibition. 
And the lower orders of people, on whom the 
ascetics have still a considerable hold, will view an 
attempt at prohibition as an unnecessary interfer¬ 
ence with their religion. They will also take it as 
proof of the current belief that Government, if not 
actually encouraging, is at least comfiviDg at the 
spread of alcoholic driuks. The prohibition will 
be followed iu certain cases by recourse to alcoholic 
stimulants and other drugs. Though the religious 
devotees will not take to liquor drinking, they 
certaiuly will have recourse to dhatura smoking 
and nus vomica eating, the indulgence in these 
drugs not being forbidden by religion. These 
drugs are more pernicious than any of the hemp 
drugs. The poor classes also, owing to their 
cheapness, might take to the use of these drugs to 
satisfy tneir cravings for stimulants, if they are 
forbidden tbe use of any of the hemp drugs. 

S6, The costliness of alcoholic drinks serves as 
a bar to their use as a substitute for bliang or 
ganja among poor people ; but, on tbe other hand, 
religious prejudice against liquor drinking is wear¬ 
ing way. There is no direct proof to show that 
the hemp drugs are being supplanted by alcohol, 
tbe only thing observed being that there are 
now-a-days more drunkards than ganja smokers 
or bhang drinkers. 

37. Both ganja and charas produce immediate 
intoxication ; but that produced by charas smoking 
lasts longer and is more harmful, 

SS, The three different kinds of ganja are not 
known here ; but it is said by North India men 
that ebur is much more intoxicating than the 
Deccan ganja. 
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89, The smoking of ganja and charas is con¬ 
sidered more injurious than bhang drinking, 
though it takes a longer time to take effect, and 
its influence lasts longer. Many moderate smokers 
of ganja and charas are said to suffer, though 
slightly, from chest affections, such ns cough and 
asthma, in old age. Again, ganja and charas 
smoking is said to have caused insanity oftener 
than bhang drinking. 

40. These drugs are sometimes used by them¬ 
selves in empiric treatment and in combination 
with other drugs by native doctors. 

Bhang forms an ingredient in the massala or 
condition balls given to horses and cattle. 

41. The moderate use of ganja or bhang, com¬ 
bined with highly nourishing food, is said to be 
beneficial in its effects. It improves digestion 
aud alleviates fatigue. It is sometimes used ns 
an alleged preventive of disease in malarious and 
unhealthy tracts, ganja smoking for this purpose 
being not quite unknown in the lower ranks of 
survey subordinates, whose work causes much 
exposure to unaccustomed climate. The use is 
very moderate and occasional. 

42. In the absence of proper nourishment, even 
the moderate use of these drugs is considered more 
or less injurious. 

48, Moderate consumers are inoffensive to their 
neighbours. 

44. The immediate effect of ganja on a habitual 
but moderate smoker is said to be refreshing and 
only highly intoxicating. It is said to create 
appetite. Bhang takes longer time to operate, | 
but its ultimate effect is similar. The duratiou of 
influence varies with the quantity used. Habitual 
but moderate consumers do not acknowledge any 
bad after-effect. The want of subsequent gratifi¬ 
cation is said to cause longing, listlessness, 
depression of spirits, heaviness of limbs and loss 
of appetite, and to disturb digestion. 


45 and 46. There is no reason to suppose that 
habitual moderate consumers, when properly fed, 
suffer eitber in body, mind, or morals $ but exces¬ 
sive consumers may suffer both iu body and mind, 
and certainly do suffer in morals. 

47 and 48, There is nothing to show that the 
habit of consuming hemp drugs is hereditarily 
transmitted, or that there is aDy special ten¬ 
dency, apart from association and example, for 
children of even immoderate consumers to become 
addicted to the vice. 

49 and 50. The moderate use of bhang or ganja 
is practised as an aphrodisiac, and some prostitutes 
are said to practise it. The use of these drugs 
for this purpose is more harmful than ordinary 
narcotics, as it is likely to lead to sexual excesses. 
The excessive use of these drugs is said to cause 
impotence, and it is urged by vowed celibates 
among religious mendicants that they use the 
drugs to weaken sexual desire and aid them in 
fulfilling their vow. 

51 and 52. Undoubtedly dissipated consumers of 
hemp drugs associate with bad characters and may 
be thus led to orime; but there is nothing to 
show that their vice prompts criminality. 

58 and 54, No knowledge. 

56. There are instances of people having been 
robbed after they had been designedly stupefied 
with ganja. 

56, The effects of the hemp drugs are often in¬ 
tensified by the addition of dhatura, opium or nux 
vomica. Cardamoms smoked with ganja are said 
to inorease the intoxicating effect of the drug. 

57. Charas is not known either to be eaten or 
drunk in the Deccan. Ganja, as stated above in 
reply No ) 6, is rarely drunk as bhang, and in that 
case it is more intoxicating than bhang. 

68 to 70. I am not sufficiently acquainted with 
the present system of excise administration of the 
presidency to suggest any improvement in it. 

A. 


Area under Bhang and Ganja (Indian Hemp) in the districts of the Bombay Presidency, including Sind, 
during the last eight year*, from 1885-86 to 1892-93. 


No. 

Dhjtbiots, 

1885*80. 

1886-37. 

1887-88. 

1888-89, 

1889-90. 

1800-91. 

1891-02. 

1892-98. 


A.—Pbesidency Pbopbb. 











I.— Gujarat. 










1 

Ahmedabad . . . 


((t 








2 

Kaira .... 









a*. 

a 

l-'anoli Mahals . . . 


,,, 







* *' 

4 

5 

Broach .... 
Surat .... 


2 

7 

*17 

1 

7 



3 

f " 1 
17 


II.— Deccan, 










6 

Khdndesh 


311 

44 

14 

35 

54 

39 

9 

10 

7 

Ndsik .... 


29 

15 

7 

12 

10 

10 

20 

27 

8 

Ahmednagar . . 


1,030 

789 

637 

268 

830 

605 

676 

382 

9 

Poona .... 


16 

41 

30 

16 

2 

17 

10 


10 

Shol&pur .... 


43 

34 

26 

23 

57 

48 

55 

4g 

11 

S&tara .... 


411 

558 

178 

170 

368 

47 X 

317 

299 


III.— Karnatak. 










12 

Belgaum. .... 

. 


, ,, 



2 




13 

Bijipur .... 

, 




1 

1 

1 

*** 3 

*13 

14 

DhSi'war .... 

* 

... 

... 

... 

• •• 


tM 



IV.— Konkan. 










15 

TMna .... 

w 

• •• 

... 







16 

Kolaba .... 

* 

... 








17 

Batndgiri .... 


1.4 

... 

»*« 






18 

K£nara ■ • , 

• 

... 

... 

tM 

tee 


... 


... 


Total A. 

• 

1,844 

1,488 

904 

533 

1,341 

1,201 

1,093 

812 
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Area under Bhang and Gang a (Indian Hemp) in the districts of the Bombay Presidency, including Sind, 
during the last eight years, from 1885-86 to 1892-93 —continued. 


No. 

Districts. 

1886*80. 

1886-87. 

1887-88. 

1838-89. 

1889-90. 

1890-91. 

1891-92. 

1892*93. 


E.— Sind. 










19 

Karachi. 



120 

90 

117 

116 

61 

49 

65 

20 

Hyderabad .... 




C 

13 

18 

17 

21 

3 

21 

Shikaipur .... 


Not available. < 

171 

297 

133 

75 

236 

22 

Upper Sind Frontier . 




/ 

Ml 

... 

Mf 


... 

23 

Thar and Pdrkar 

J 



k 

... 

... 


... 

... 


Total B. 

Ml 

120 

90 

301 

431 

211 

145 

304 


60, Evidence of Mr. G. P. Millet, Divisional Forest Officer , West Thana , Thana. 


1. I have had no opportunities, I have, how¬ 
ever, sought for information since the receipt of 
these questions. 

2. Yes; charas is not available, though the 
name is known. Chur is also called bhuka 
(Deeean). 

3. It grows to a certain extent in the Deccan 
spontaneously. 

5. Requires good soil and moderate rain. 

6. Dense. 

7. Considerably cultivated in the Ahmednagar 
district, (a) for ganja, (c) for bhang, (d) for 
seeds, not for (5) charas, or {d) fibre. 

9. The land is ploughed in the usual manner, 
and the seed sown broadcast. When the plants 
are ready (full grown and flowering), they are 
plucked up and stacked for a few days. (This 
information is by hearsay only.) 

10. Any of the Kunbi class will cultivate the 
hemp in the Deccan. 

11 and 12. No. 

13. (a) Yes. (5) Excessive rainfall would pre¬ 
vent its cultivation in the Konkan. 

14. Ganja and bhang are prepared to a con¬ 
siderable extent in the Ahmednagar district, 'and 
in the Poona district. 

16. It cannot be prepared by people in their 
houses. 

17. Parsis sometimes take contracts, but the 
actual preparation is always made by people of 
the Brahmin, Banya and Kunbi classes. 

18. All the drugs deteriorate with keeping. 
The effect is quite lost if the drug is kept two 
years. The cause does not appear to be known, 
and no special measures can be taken to prevent 
deterioration. 

19. Ganja is not only smoked but also used in 
preparations having a narcotic tendency. It is 
used in certain kinds of confectionery made in 
Poona and Bombay, etc., and known as majum, 
yakuti, shrikhand and gulkand. 

20. Ganja smoking is resorted to by all classes 
of people, but principally by bairagis, sadhis, 
gosavis, hakims and men of the mendicant class 
throughout the district. 

21. The flat ganja. 

22. Charas is not used in this district. 

23. Practically not. It is said that poor people 
sometimes use it for such purpose. 

24. Most well-to-do people of all classes drink 
vol. vii. 


bhang, principally in the hot weather, and 
throughout the Deccan. 

25. The extent of the use appears to be sta¬ 
tionary. People who take to alckohol generally 
cease to drink bhang. 

26. The large proportion of the consumers are 
habitual moderate consumers. 

27. All classes. 

28. Excessive consumers generally smoke in a 
party, and a party of five men would consume 
about 24 tolas of ganja per day, valued at 2 4 an¬ 
nas. Moderate smokers would consume about 
3 pies worth per day when smoking alone. 

29. Tobacco is occasionally mixed with ganja 
for smoking. Dhatura is not used here. 

People make a bhang massala to flavour the 
drinking water, etc., mixing with the juice of the 
leaves of the plant, black pepper, aniseed, almonds, 
mace, cardamoms, rosebuds, sugar, etc. 

30. Generally consumed in company, except by 
gosavis. Not consumed by women and children. 

81. Easily formed by being in company with 
other smokers or drinkers. It is difficult to break 
off. There is not a tendency for the moderate 
habit to develop into the excessive. 

32. They are generally used more on fasting 
days, especially at the time of the Maha Sbiva- 
ratra. 

S3. Educated people do not consider the mode¬ 
rate use of the drugs in any way degrading. 

36. Alcohol is to a certain extent taking the 
place of ganja smoking, 

. 39. Drinking is probably less injurious than 
smoking. 

40. Sometimes, but not generally. Used in 
cattle disease (the drugs, i.e., bhang and ganja). 

41. (a) Ganja is digestive; also increases 
appetite. 

(6) Probably not. 

(c) Would have a beneficial tendency in a 
malarious climate. 

42. Not beneficial. Probably harmful, affect¬ 
ing the brain. 

43. Yes. 

44. Refreshing; creates appetite. Lasts about 
twelve hours. Leaves a feeling of lassitude, 

58. I have no such acquaintance. 

60, The cultivation of the ganja plant should be 
more restricted. 

61. Not produced. 

s 
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62. By restricting cultivation, and farming the 
contracts at high rates, the prices of the drugs 
would be enhanced and consumption would tend 
to decline. 

65. The taxation is unknown to me. 


66. In my opinion it should be taxed at one 
rate for all qualities and kinds. 

68. Yes; in every town. Such houses and 
shops are necessary, but should be well looked 
after by the police or other authorities. 


51, Evidence of Lieutenant-Colonel J. Humfrby, Inspector-General of Police, 

Poona. 


Oral evidence. 

Question 1 .—I have been Inspector-General of 
Police for three years. I have served for twenty- 
seven years almost entirely in Guzerat and 
Kathiawar as Assistant and District Superintend¬ 
ent of Police. I have recently returned from 
England, and have not bad time to study this 
subject. My evidence will be based on impres¬ 
sions gathered during my service. 

Question 51 .—I do not think that a large pro¬ 
portion of bad characters are habitual consumers 
of the drugs. The bad characters in the towns 
are for the most part given to drink, and commit 
petty offences to satisfy their propensity. This is 
not the case in the country. I have no reason to 
suppose that the hemp drugs are largely con¬ 
sumed by the bad characters of the towns. The 
class who consume the drugs are chiefly the 
mendicants, and the drugs are not more consumed 
by the bad characters than by other people. I 
think the hemp drugs used in moderation have no 
connection with crime in general or crime of any 
particular class. 

Question 52 .—Nor do I think that excessive 
use of the drugs is connected with crime in 
general. But I have heard of rare instances of a 
man under the influence of bhang “running 
amuck.” Only one instance has come under my 
personal observation. That was in 1884. The 
man when caught said bhang had been given to 
him; but wo had no means of testing the state¬ 
ment, as he had been concealed in the jungle for 
some days. A private in the 23rd Regiment 
Native Infantry was suspected of theft, and his 
bouse was put under attachment and a police 
constable posted over it. The sepoy saw this, 
and, instead of returning home, went to a friend’s 
house in the lines. He said that bhang was 
given to him there in sherbet by a person who had 
ill-feeling against him. He then got a rifle and 
some rounds of ammunition from a comrade’s house 
and wounded the police constable who was posted 
at his house. He then went to the open country, 
and as he passed the hospital he fired two rounds at 
two doolie-bearers who were asleep outside. Two 
days afterwards he was arrested in the country con¬ 
cealed in a field. His rifle was then loaded and he 
attempted resistance; but the rifle was at half-cock, 
which he did not notice in his excitement. Three 
or four of us then overpowered him. He gave the 
name of the person who had given him the sherbet 
when he was under trial in the Sessions Court. 
The Judge; gave him one day’s imprisonment, ap¬ 
parently believing the story he told; but on appeal 
to Government the man was sentenced to seven 
years’ rigorous imprisonment. None of the wound¬ 
ed persons died. I don’t think the man said any¬ 
thing about the bhang having been given to him 
till he got into the Sessions Court. I do not think 
the bhang caused him to commit the crime. I 
think it was established that the man had taken 
bhang; and if he did take it, the crime was com¬ 
mitted within half an hour afterwards. I think 


the Sessions Judge recorded a finding on the point 
of the man having been drugged. I did not notice 
the state of the prisoner’s eyes when he was arrest¬ 
ed. I don’t recollect the man’s name. The case 
occurred at Ahmedabad in 1884. I think the man 
broke out under the initiationof the insult of having 
his house -attached, and had taken no bhang at all. 

Question 54.—1 have not heard of criminals for¬ 
tifying themselves with the hemp drugs in order to 
commit crime. 

Question 55 ,—I know of no case of a person 
having been drugged with hemp in order to com¬ 
mit a crime upon him. I was on special duty for 
suppression of dacoity in Kathiawar from 1870 to 
1873, in 1875, 1876,and from 1886 to 1890, and 
no case of the kind came under my notice. 

The drugs have never attracted attention in 
connection with the discipline of the police force. 
I receive returns of all punishments inflicted on 
members of the police force, including dismissals. 
I hear many appeals against all kinds of punish¬ 
ments. The particulars of the offence for which 
the man is punished are reported for each case in 
the monthly statement. Drunkenness would be 
mentioned; and if an offence arose out of intem¬ 
perance of any kind, that intemperance would 
almost certainly be entered. I have often seen 
drunkenness noted, but never intoxication from 
hemp drugs. When a man is enlisted, he is 
examined medically by the Civil Surgeon, and 
enquiry is made regarding his character by the 
Superintendent of Police through his Inspector, 
or by reference to other districts. I have never 
received a report that a recruit was a ganja smoker, 
I think it is probable that a District Superintendent 
of Police would rejeot a ganja smoker; aud I should, 
in my ignorance of the effects of the drug, prefer 
to avoid enlisting such a man. I should not reject 
a tobacco smoker. I was inclined to think ganja 
was more harmful than I am now led to believe 
after reading the proceedings of the Commission. 
It is the popular idea that ganja is very harmful. 
I do not think the use of the drug is common in the 
police force. I have never learnt that a member 
of the force was a ganja smoker. I have never had 
any experience as a Superintendent of a jail. The 
general bad opinon attaches to bhang also in an 
equal degree—perhaps even more to bhangthan to 
ganja. I can’t say from whom I have derived this 
idea. Probably the cases of “running amuck’’ of 
which I have heard have given me the idea. 
There are about 16,000 or 17,000 meu serving 
under me. I believe bhang consists of the buds 
of the ganja with the exudation atlaching to them. 
I had never seen the drug until I sent for some 
quite recently. 

Copy of Judgment appended to Colonel 
Humfrey’s evidence. 

The prisoner in this case, according to his 
own statement, arranged with another sepoy 
at 8-30 p.m. to meet him at about 10 p. m. 



115 


with a view to shoot a police constable who 
bad been placed on guard over the prisoner's 
hut. He was taken to the quarter-guard 
by order of the Subadar, and it was on his 
way thither that he made this assignation 
with Bhima, who was conducting him. At 
about 11 p.m. he got away from the quarter- 
guard under a false pretext and met Bhima as 
they had previously arranged. Then he went 
into the hut of another sepoy who was absent, 
or whom he thought to be absent, and stole from 
it a rifle and cartridges. He loaded the rifle 
and fired at the policeman, and he wounded him 
severely on the hand. The prisoner then ran 
away. As be was retiring, the rifle was dis¬ 
charged a second time. This implies that it had 
been reloaded, even if we accept the prisoner's 
statement that it went off accidentally. To this 
account the prisoner adds that he was instigated 
by Bhima after the latter had given him some 
sherbet, from the effects of which he says 
he felt intoxicated. He thought he had been 
drugged. But the sherbet was drunk even 
before he was taken to the Subadar's. The 
alleged intoxication did not prevent his making 
the appointment with Bhima as he was taken 


from the Subadar's to the quarter-guard. Nov 
did it prevent his bearing the appointment in 
mind and contriving by a false pretext to keep 
it. It is impossible therefore to suppose, 
whether a drug bad been administered to him or 
not, that be was so affected by it as to prevent 
bis knowing what he was about or the ordinary 
consequences of his acts. He must, especially 
ag a soldier, have known that to fire a bullet at 
the polieeman was an act so imminently dan¬ 
gerous that, if it took effect, it would in all pro¬ 
bability immediately or mediately cause death. 
Fortunately it did not cause death, but it did 
cause hurt. Had death been caused, the prisoner 
would undoubtedly have been punishable for mur¬ 
der. As it is, he is, for the attempt carried so 
nearly to completion, subject to puuishment under 
the second part of paragraph X of section 301 of 
the Indian Penal Code. The crime he has com¬ 
mitted is one of the gravest character, since 
military lawlessness is the most serious of dan¬ 
gers to society. We must therefore sentence 
the prisoner to be transported for seven (7) years, 
which sentence will be concurrent with that which 
he is already undergoing under the sentence of a 
Court Martial. 


52. Evidence of Mu. H. Scannell, Superintendent , Great Indian Peninsula Railway 

Police. Poona. 


Oral evidence. 

Question 1 .—1 have been Superintendent of 
Great Indian Peninsula Railway Police for two 
years and a half and have twice acted as Inspector 
General of Police, for a year and quarter alto¬ 
gether. I have been twenty-five years iu the 
Police, and served in all three divisions of the 
presidency. 

Question 51 .—The proportion of ganja con¬ 
sumers among bad characters is not, I think, 
greater than among the population generally. 
I refer to the moderate consumers of the drug. 
The question has not been made the subject 
of careful enquiry. I do not think the mode¬ 
rate use of the drugs has any connection with 
crime of any sort, i do not think that the exces¬ 
sive consumers of the drugs form a larger por- 
tion among bad characters than among the 
general population. My experience of excessive 
use is confined to criminal lunatics. I cannot 
recall any case in which the excessive use of the 
drug has led to unpremeditated crime, I do, 
however, remember a case of a man committing 
murder in a state of madness in the Dbarwar 
district about 1885. I think the man is still in 
the asylum. I cannot recall any other case. I am 
not aware that criminals use the drugs to fortify 
themselves to commit crime, I cannot call to my 
mind any case in which the drugs have been so 
used. I have no recollection of any case in which 
these drugs were used to stupefy victims. There 
are about 600 men in the Great Indian Peninsula 
Railway Force. The drugs have never come to 
notice in connection with any offences or breaches 
of discipline in the force. There may have been 
such cases, but I cannot recall any. There have 
been many cases of men having been drunk from 
liquor on duty, and been punished on that ac¬ 
count. In enlisting a man enquiries are made, 
as full as possible, regarding his history and char¬ 
acter, Special enquiry would not be made re¬ 
garding the existence of the ganja habit. I 
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think I should refuse to take a man whom I 
learnt to be an habitual smoker of ganja. A 
man is generally enlisted when he is young and 
such a habit acquired early iu life would very 
likely increase. I was in charge of a district in 
1889. A lunatic who is violent and dangerous 
is confined by the police and sent up to the Magis¬ 
trate with a report. The report is not on a printed 
form. The facts which are considered important 
are whether the roan is violent or dangerous to 
others or himself, whether be is unable to take 
care of himself and has no one to look after him. 
We do not generally enquire into the causes of 
insanity. The police are not required to make 
enquiry on that point, and the report is not bound 
to mention it; but as a matter of fact, the cause is 
generally discovered, though not by formal en¬ 
quiry. If discovered, the fact would be mention¬ 
ed, The relations and friends, if found, would 
probably give the information to the Chief Con¬ 
stable who was making the enquiry about the 
insane's residence and friends. The Chief Con¬ 
stable would generally make the enquiry at a taluka; 
the Head Constable in a petba. Any police 
officer might make the enquiry, but the matter 
would be conducted,..by the Chief Constable. Any 
police officer might be deputed to make the en¬ 
quiry, but the Chief Constable might and would 
probably verify it. The Chief Constable would 
probably call in the relatives and make general 
enquiries which would cover the point of cause 
of insanity. There is not, as far as I know, any 
printed form or instructions to guide the enquiring 
officer, nor does he hold formal enquiries. He 
simply hears what the people say. I think a 
Chief Constable or other police officer of ordinary 
intelligence would accept the cause as ganja 
smoking if it were alleged. I have never heard, 
so far as I remember, of a Magistrate sending 
back the reports in a case of lunacy for further 
enquiry regarding the lunatic's history or other 
matters. The report is simply an explanation of 
the police action in the matter, I do not know 
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if the report is used for the purpose of filling up 
a printed form, I have never heard of ganja 
as being the cause of cases of intoxication on the 
Bailway. I have never had to deal with smug¬ 


gling of the hemp drugs in the Railway. The 
ganja shops are, with the liquor shops, closed 
during the Moharram, but that is the only ocea- 
sion on which the precaution is taken. 


53. Evidence of Mu. It. W. E. H. Vincent, C. I. E., Officiating Commissioner 

of Police, Bombay. 


Oral evidence. 

Question 1 .—I am Acting Commissioner of 
Police in Bombay. I have been over twenty-nine 
years in India and twenty-five years in the Police. 
I have served in eight or nine different districts in 
Sind and the presidency proper. I have been 
five or six years in the town of Bombay off and 
on. 

Question 51, etc.—I do not think that any large 
proportion of bad characters are habitual moderate 
or excessive consumers of hemp drugs. The only 
connection of the drugs with crime is the crime of 
violence—runing amuck—attributed to the exces¬ 
sive use. I have heard of such a case, but never 
seen one. I had a case of the kind once, but 
could not verify the alleged connection with hemp 
drugs. I have therefore no adequate ground for 
asserting any such connection between hemp 
drugs and this class of crime. There is no other 
connection between the drugs and crime that I am 
aware of. Nor do I know of any ease in which 
the hemp drugs have been administered to faci¬ 
litate crime, though I have often known of 
dhatura being used — between forty and fifty 
cases in the last two years. Several convictions 
have been obtained in such cases against two 
gangs which we have been after for years. 

I made special inquiries at the time of the 
recent Bombay riots as to whether there was any 
increase in the use of hemp, and 1 am satisfied 
that it was not so. We shut up liquor and drug 
shops for the Mubarram; because excited people 
sometimes fly to liquor and intoxicants, and it is 
better they Bkould not have them. 1 have seen 
casual disturbances near liquor shops, but never 
near ganja shops. 

Question 45 .—Including the Ramusis I have 
about 2,400 men under me in the force. In Bom¬ 
bay I have never had occasion of knowing that men 
smoked, except in the ease of two old jail birds who 
were detectives. The habit seemed to produce lazi¬ 
ness and untidiness: a stupid, lazy, slovenly appear¬ 
ance. I suspected them from their appearance and 
was told that they had the habit. These men were 
not under strict discipline. So there was no 
offence against discipline on their part. They 
were rather 'cute detectives, and I had not to 
dismiss them. The habit did not interfere with 
their work. They were both Muhammadans. 
The effects of the drug have never forced them¬ 
selves on my notice at all in regard to the Bombay 
police force. I know of no ease in my experience, 
either as Commissioner or Deputy Commissioner 
of Poliee, In Sind I have had to get rid of men, 
because they were habitual ganja-smokers, I was 
told this, I did not discriminate between differ¬ 
ent forms of the drug. They were got rid of 
because they were idle and slovenly, and took no 


interest in their work. There might be three 
cases in my six or seven years in Siud as Deputy 
Superintendent of Police. In the districts I held, 
the force varied from 900 men (in Shikarpur) to 
1,500 (Karachi). As regarded these men they were 
hereditary smokers. The father in one case took 
opium and hemp, and even European liquor. He 
was father of two of the men employed in the 
force who followed his example. They were good 
enough men with no tendency to crime, but they 
were devoid of interest in their work. I think 
their ruin was due to ganja, not liquor, though 
I was told they took liquor also. Charas and 
bhang have not been specially brought to my 
notice. But, as I say, the different forms of the 
drug were not distinguished until recently. If 
I knew that a man habitually took ganja, even 
moderately, I should not keep him ; so 1 would 
also not have a man who was a moderate liquor 
drinker. You never know where a native’s “ modera¬ 
tion ” will cease. The danger of his going on to 
excess is great in both liquor and ganja; the man 
has broken away from the ordinary moral restraints 
under which a native usually lies. If he were a 
Bhil, I should think differently of the case; it 
is the custom of the Bhils to drink. If a 
class is habitually given to intoxicants, my 
feeling would not be so strong regarding a 
man of that class, but I should prefer the non¬ 
consumer of intoxicants, unless (as in Khandesh) 
I were compelled to take consumers. My aver¬ 
sion in regard to hemp drugs is due rather to fear 
of the unknown results that might ensue than to 
any experience I have had of evil results. It is 
also due to a certain extent to the ill repute of 
bemp drugs. Punishments for drunkenness are 
more frequent, but are also very rare indeed. 

Those who chiefly use the drugs are sadhus, 
baimgis, and fakirs. They would be annoyed by 
prohibition and would go to some other means of 
securing the oblivion they desire. They might 
take to dbatura, of which the effects are more 
dangerous and more lasting. If they could get it 
cheap enough, they might take to liquor. 

I have seen much of the people, especially 
when I was a subordinate officer. The effects of 
the drugs are not considerable, and I believe that 
any interference in the way of prohibition would 
appear needless and cause great discontent, but 
would not have serious political results. I also 
think that it would be unnecessary, though I think 
there should be more supervision and control than 
at present. The shops should not be closed, but 
should be supervised and controlled, because, as 
in the ease of liquor shops at home, bad characters 
are wont to assemble there. It is a mistake to 
close them. It does not decrease consumption, 
but it takes the consumers away from poliee 
supervision. 
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54. Evidence of Me. H. Kennedy, District Superintendent of Police , Ahmednagar. 


1. Have questioned my subordinates and 
persons acquainted with the cultivation and sale 
of hemp drugs; also those who are addicted to 
their consumption. 

2. Yes, the definitions are correct, but round 
ganja is not known in this district, nor is chur, 
hut bhusn or ganja dust is known and is somewhat 
equivalent to chur. It is exported to Europe, 
and is also used occasionally in place of bhang, 
having a milder effect. Ganja bhusa or ganja 
dust, charas, and bhang are all known, the latter 
when taken in the form of a beverage being also 
known as gkota (the common term here) and 
thandai. 

3. In ihe Nagar district only. Talukas Nagar, 
Karjat, Newasa, Rahuvi, Kopergaon, Sheogaon, 
Earner, Shrigonda. Abundant in the first three. 

4. Male plant is generally called bhangera ; 
female plant ganja. The latter is also known as 
green tobacco. All refer to the same plant. 

5. Wild hemp is apparently unknown. It 
does grow, however, as I have a male and female 
plant in my compound, from which I gather it 
grows elsewhere, though I have not seen or heard 
of it. 

6. There is a kind of ganja which is known 
as ran ganja, but this term is only applied to 
ganja that depends upon the rainfall, as distinct 
from well water or irrigation, for its cultivation. 

7. (a) Yes. 

(4) Charas is also produced in the picking 
and preparation of the plant for ganja ; but it is 
not produced specially for consumption ; or, if so, 
it, is surreptitiously so used. At Maka, taluka 
Newasa, and at Kamargaon, taluka Nagar, it is 
cultivated for seed purposes. 

( c ) and [d) Yes. 

8. The plants growu exclusively for seed pur¬ 
poses are known as bhang plants, because the best 
bhang comes from them. 

9. Garden land and black soil are best for its 
cultivation. A plentiful supply of water and 
careful manuring required j also ploughing and 
harrowing. One man required to watch every three 
bigas of land cultivated, for weeding. The male 
plant has to be carefully eliminated when cultivat¬ 
ing for production of ganja. One male plant will 
sterilise a whole field of ganja. 

In cultivating for seed purposes the female 
plant is eliminated. 

10. The ordinary cultivator class. Some 
Brahmins grow the hemp also, 

11. Not known, but probably not as far as this 
district is concerned, as wild hemp is not known. 
The result would probably be spurious ganja. 

12. No, so far as this district is concerned. 

13. A permit has to be obtained for the prepa¬ 
ration of ganja but not for the cultivation of the 
hemp plant —vide answer to question 9. 

The A kola aud Sangamner talukas being in 
parts rocky would not be suitable for the cultiva¬ 
tion of the hemp plant to any great extent. 

14. Yes everywhere where the hemp plant is 
cultivated, but chiefly Nagar. 


Charas can be procured direot from the culti¬ 
vators if wanted, but is not prepared ordinarily for 
consumption. 

15. The hemp plant grows to about the height 
of a man. Ganja, when plucked, has to be left to 
dry ; it is then trodden, again left to dry and again 
trodden, before it is fit to use. When required for 
consumption, it is well washed and pressed, the 
cleansing process being frequently resorted to. In 
fact, the oftener it is washed the stronger it be¬ 
comes. It is then mixed with dry tobacco aud 
smoked, the admixture bringing out its effects. 
If smoked in the erude state, it is said to produce 
cough and chest affections. It is also eaten with 
salt, pepper, and ghee, called fakki, when mixed 
in this way. It can be, but is never, eaten by 
itself; pepper is a sine qua non if nothing else is 
mixed with it. Ganja is also made up into sweet- 
meats. When required for this purpose, it is put 
into a pot of water boiled, and then some ghee is 
added. The water is boiled away, and the ganja- 
impregnated ghee remains, and is mixed with 
other ingredients, such as sugar, kuskus, almonds, 
and spices of sorts. It is then said to be highly 
intoxicating, and its effects last a longer time. 
When made up into sweetmeats, it goes by the 
names of majum, gulkand and yakuti, for which 
preparations a license to sell is required. Ganja 
is also sometimes but rarely mixed with water and 
drunk, but never neat. Pepper is always mixed 
with it. In this form it is called ganja ghota. 
Bhang is sometimes eaten, but almost always 
taken in the form of a drink, in which case it is 
called ghota, also thandai. The leaves of the seed¬ 
ing hemp plant called bhang plant make the best 
bhang. They are used just as they are picked. 
First they are baked or heated, and then put into 
a pot of water to boil. The water is then strained 
off. The residue is well washed, and the result is 
ghota. Like ganja, the more it is washed the 
stronger it gets. When thus prepared, it is taken 
with water, milk and sugar. When mixed with 
other ingredients, it is well ground, washed, and 
strained. The liquid only is taken, Charas is 
never or very seldom taken by the people of the 
district. It is used by foreigners. It is mere¬ 
ly the glutinous substance that adheres to the 
bands and feet of those who pluck and tread the 
hemp plant while preparing it for ganja. The 
substance is scraped off the hands and feet, aud 
made up into little balls or plugs of a black colour, 
pieces of which are taken and smoked with dry 
tobacco. 

To summarise. Ganja is invariably smoked, 
bhang is used as beverage, both being capable of 
consumption in the form of sweetmeats. Charas, 
whqn used at all, is invariably smoked. 

16. Bhang is generally prepared by the people 
in their houses. It can be prepared from the 
hemp plant wherever grown. It is also prepared 
at quasi -public places, such as temples, dbarmsalas, 
and places set apart for the purpose. 

17. Cultivators of the hemp plant, sweetmeat 
sellers, and those who consume the preparations. 

18. Ganja keeps for two years, gradually 
deteriorating in strength. Bhang for one year, 
gradually deteriorating in strength. Charas will 
keep for about a year, after which it loses its 
effect. It gets dry within that period, and has 
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to be warmed up before use. Ganja and bhang in 
course of time get dried up and crumble to dust. 

19. Yes, but ganja can be either eaten or drunk 
as already explained. 

20. People of all castes smoke ganja. Opium 
eaters chiefly indulge in charas smoking and 
foreigners, up-country men. 

21. The flat or trodden kind is the only one 
known in this district. Ganja dust or bhusa 
used to be thrown away as useless, but it is now 
exported to Europe. It is also occasionally taken 
in place of bhaDg, being milder in its effects. 

23. No. 

24. Bhang not eaten as a rule, except when 
made into sweetmeats. 

Marwadis chiefly, hut also Paidesis, Bhatias, 
Gugan, and bairagis indulge in bhang-drinking. 

25. It is difficult to say, but probably the use of 
these drugs is not on the increase. The use of 
alcohol is gradually spreading among the classes 
that would be disposed to indulge in these intoxi¬ 
cants. Bhang-drinking only may possibly be on 
the increase, if anything. 

20. As regards ganja and bhang, one ehatak of 
the drug per diem is considered moderate, two 
chataks excessive. At this estimate probably 20 
per cent, are moderate and 10 per cent, excessive 
consumers. The rest probably do not tako either, 
or only so occasionally that no distinction can 
be drawn between them and non-consumers. 

27. Gosains and bairagis are the chief con¬ 
sumers of both ganja and bhang. Muhammadans, 
fakirs chiefly for ganja only, Marwadis bhang only. 
Force of example leads to the practice. 

28. (a) One chatab, costing one to two annas. 

( b ) Two chataks, costing two to four annas. 

29. Fide answer to question 15. Dhatura is not 
used. The object of the admixtures is to make 
the drug palatable and to strengthen its effect. 
Bhang massala consists of kuskus, almonds, black 
pepper, rose petals, etc. No separate preparation 
kept ready made. 

80. Children never indulge; women rarely 
except the prostitute class. Ganja smoking chiefly 
confined to prostitutes and the lower classes, both 
in solitude and in company. Bhang drinking 
common to all classes. Marwadi women some¬ 
times drink bhang. Respectable women take 
neither bhang nor ganja. 

81. Easily formed, but not so easily given 
up. Like tobacco smoking, it develops from the 
moderate into the excessive in course of time. Can 
be given up like smoking, but would be felt more 
severely. 

32. Bhang drinking is indulged in at Marwadi 
marriages. Sometimes Brahmins at dinner parties 
and other convivial occasions take it with gram 
fried in ghee. It is not an essential part of the 
ceremony or feast in either ease. It is taken in 
moderation, and is neither injurious nor calculated 
to develop a habit iu this way. 

33. Both ganja smoking and bhang drinking 
are looked down upon if habitually indulged iu. 
They give a man a bad name. Bhangili or gotebaz 
and ganjedi or ganjebaz are terms of reproach for 
those who habitually indulge. Habitual takers, 
if otherwise respectable men, are ashamed to admit 
their failiug. There is no religious objection to 
the drug in either form. The hemp plant is not 
worshipped. 


35. It would be feasible to prohibit, but not to 
entirely stop the use of these drugs. They would 
assuredly be consumed illicitly. Prohibition could 
not be thoroughly enforced, and would certainly 
cause discontent, whieh would amount to a serious 
embarrassment, if not a political danger. If for¬ 
bidden in any shape or form, recourse would be 
had undoubtedly to alcohol, and also to opium. 

87. Charas smoking is said to be stronger and 
more injurious than ganja smoking. Produces < 
headache. Ganja is said not to. 

38. None but flat ganja known in this district. 

39. Ganja smoking takes effect at once, and is 
said to be a more injurious form of taking the 
drug than either eating or drinking it. Bhang is 
always drunk. In this form not so strong as when 
eaten. Is taken more as a refreshing beverage, 
and chiefly in the hot weather. 

40. Both ganja and bhang are said to be recom¬ 
mended by native doctors for diarrhoea, dysentery, 
and piles. It is not known to he used in the 
treatment of cattle disease. 

41. (a) and (i) Yes. 

43. Yes. 

44. Vide answer to question 41, Both ganja 
and bhang produce intoxication if too freely taken. 
Their consumption in moderation does no harm, 
and is supposed to increase the appetite. Effects 
of bhang drinking last four or five hours, unless 
taken in excess. Effects of ganja smoking last an 
hour or two. Of eating and drinking, some four or 
five hours. The appetite for these drugs has to be 
periodically gratified, or longing and, to habitual 
excessives, even uneasiness would ensue. 

47. No. 

48. Apparently has some effect on the progeny. 
Father of fourteen and an habitual excessive smoker 
here has only three children living. Looks a very 
emaciated specimen himself. 

49. Prostitutes arp said to use ganja and bhang 
as aphrodisiacs, but this is doubtful. Majum and 
yakuti (sweetmeats containing ganja and bhang) 
mostly taken by this class. They are commonly 
believed to produce impotence if indulged in to 
excess. Bairagis are supposed to take these drugs 
freely to kill the desire for sexual intercourse, but 
this use of the drugs is extremely doubtful. 

Moderate use of the drugs causes no apparently 
noxious effects, though the excessive use does in 
the course of time. 

51. It is generally found that bad characters 
are either habitual or moderate consumers of bhang 
and ganja. Taken, as bad characters are, from 
the lower orders who are the most likely to in¬ 
dulge in these drugs, this is only natural. The 
moderate use of the drugs leads to abusive and 
quarrelsome conduct, 

5 2. Indulgence in these drags (ganja and bhang) 
would, in the case of a novice make him too in¬ 
toxicated to commit crime. A moderate but habi¬ 
tual consumer would, if he were to indulge to ex¬ 
cess, probably rave and become excited, and would 
be ready to commit any crime of violence that 
first came into his head. If he had a particular 
grudge against any one, it would quicken his im¬ 
pulse and determination to commit some act of 
violence against that person. 

The excessive use of the drugs to an habitual 
excessive consumer would in the end cause idiotcy 
and insanity. 
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53. I do know of a case in which a sepoy of a 
Biluoh regiment, when under the influence of 
ganja or bhang—I forget which it was—ran amuck 
and shot at anyone he came across, killing and 
wounding various persons. It is believed that in 
cases of this sort, sepoys generally prime them¬ 
selves with .ganja or bhang before proceeding to 
the execution of some project they have probably 
been brooding over. Jealousy regarding women 
is no doubt the most usual and primary reason 
for such outbursts, but gaujaand bhang play their 
part in fortifying to the point of committing 
crime, and generally, if not always, it ends in an 
act of violence. 

54. Yes, very often, 

55. Complete stupefaction can be induced by 
either ganja or bhang without admixture. Cri¬ 
minals very often stupefy their victims in order 
to further their designs on them. Prostitutes are 
often robbed in this way. 

56. The effects of hemp used either in moder¬ 


ation or in excess are not supposed to be modified 
by admixture with other substances, to an appre¬ 
ciable extent. They are rather intensified. 

Dhatura is not used so much now in this part 
of the country for stupefying so as to facilitate 
crime. Some 10 or 15 years ago cases of this 
kind were known in the district. When dhatura 
is so mixed, it causes complete stupefaction for 
a long time. 

57. Ganja and charas, when taken too freely, 
or even by a novioe in moderation, have much the 
same effect, causing excitement, raving, determin¬ 
ates inclination to violent crime, talkativeness, 
abuse, insolence,.etc., when taken in excess, torpor, 
giddiness and complete stupefaction, rendering the 
subject helpless. Taken in extreme moderation 
they produce a soothing and satisfying effect. 
They are used to some extent as anresthetics 
and are never known to be fatal in excessive 
quantities, though they cause extreme prostration. 


65. Evidence of Mr. J. E. Down, District Superintendent of Police, Satara. 


I. Conversation with consumers, with sellers, 
and from information gathered in connection with 
official duties. 

%. Yes. By the names given. 

7. Yes, 336 acres, 13gunthas. From the plant, 
ganja, charas and bhang and seeds are made and 
extracted, but this plant is not cultivated for 
these purposes separately. Cultivation of the 
hemp plant is chiefly carried on in the Rhanapur 
taluka and at the village of Leugri. The area 
under cultivation in that taluka is 286 acres, 26 
gunthas; and in the other talukas as follows :— 

Wahva , . 13 acres . 10 gunthas. 

Khatao ■ . 25 ,, t . ■. ,, 

Tasgam . , 1 „ .17 „ 

Khoregam . 10 „ ,26 „ 

8. There has been no recent considerable in¬ 
crease or decrease in area under cultivation. 

9. Black rich soil is required for the cultivation 
of the plant, which is" deeply ploughed and 
manured in May. Seed is obtained from Nagar 
district and sown in July in lines, distant apart 
1| feet. After fifteen days the crop is thinned, and 
a month later weeded, If there is lack of rain 
the crop is watered every fifteen days, and is reaped 
about November, It is then trodden under foot, 
and made up in bundles. 

10. No special class. 

II. Not in this district. 

12. The so-called wild hemp is nowhere cultivat¬ 
ed for the production of ganja in this district. 

13. It is only restricted to the extent that the 
cultivator has to obtain a permit to enable him 
to dispose of his crop. 

14. Yes; vide answer to question No. 7, chap¬ 
ter II. 

15. Ganja is prepared by the pods and leaves 
being collected and trodden under foot, while in 
a green state, for three or four days, When dried 
they are separated from the pods by winnowing. 
The residue is bhang, Charas is the resinous matter 
issuing from the plant which sticks to the hands 
and legs of the labourer at the time of treading the 


ganja. Ganja is used for smoking by soaking it in 
water for a few minutes, it is then rubbed for a short 
time iu the palm of the hand, it is then mixed with 
ordinary tobacco and smoked. Charas is used for 
smoking by first heating on fire, then rubbing flat 
on hand with water, then smoked with tobacco- 
Charas is not drunk. Bhang is drunk with water, 
cardamoms, aniseed, milk and sugar after being 
well mixed and is called ghota or kusumb. Wild 
ganja is not used. 

16. Bhang is prepared by the people who use 
it in their houses or elsewhere. It can be prepared 
from the hemp plant wherever grown, 

17. The preparations are not made by any 
particular classes, but those who use it, 

18. Ganja and bhang deteriorate if kept, after 
a year or so, the chief cause being damp and 
rot. Damaged ganja is said to give cough, No 
special measures to prevent deterioration are taken, 
but it is said that merchants mix old and damaged 
ganja with the fresh when selling. 

19. Ganja and charas are generally used for 
smokiDg only, but charas is very little used in this 
district. 

20. By all classes and in all localities. Rough¬ 
ly between 5 and 10 per cent, of the people may 
be said to smoke ganja. 

21. Flat ganja is preferred to round. Poor 
people who cannot afford the flat get chur. 

22. Charas when used is the local produce. 

23. Bhang is sometimes used for smoking when 
ganja is not to be had. 

24. Bhang is not eaten, and is very little drunk 
habitually. 

25. The use of ganja is said to be on the in¬ 
crease. Can give no reason. 

26. It is impossible with any degree of accuracy 
to give proportions, but it may safely be said that 
the greater proportion of ganja smokers are 
moderate consumers. 

28. The habitual moderate smoker may be said 
to consume about 1 tola a day, the cost per tola 
being about half a pice. 

29. Tobacco is ordinarily mixed with ganja 
and lessens its effect. Dhatura is very occasion- 
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ally used to give ganja a more intoxicating effeot. 
Bhang massala is unknown here. 

SO. It is not usual for children to consume 
these drugs. 

31. The habit of smoking ganja is easily formed 
and is difficult to break off. There is a tendency 
for the moderate habit to develop into the exces¬ 
sive, but this is by no means a natural result, 

82. There is no custom here, social or religious, 
in regard to the consumption of the drug. 

33. The habitual consumer of the drug is 
generally regarded as degraded and not much 
trust or confidence can be reposed in such a 
person, 

84. To the habitual oonsumer the foregoing of 
the drug would be a serious privation, as his 
health would suffer thereby and he would lose his 
euergy, appetite, and digestion, 

35. It would not, in my opinion, be practicable 
to prohibit the use of ganja. It would lead to 
much discouteut and means would be fouud to 
obtain and consume it illicitly. I cannot say the 
discontent would- amount to a political danger. 
The prohibition would, in some cases, probably be 
followed by a recourse to alcoholic stimulants, or 
other drugs. 

36. No. 

88. The smoking of ganja is said to have a longer 
lasting intoxicating effect than the other two. 

40. Is sometimes prescribed by native doctors 
as a febrifuge and for dysentery; also for cattle 
or horses having colds. 

41. Those who use it appear to think that the 
moderate use of ganja has benefioial effects as a 
digestive. The use is not restricted to any parti¬ 
cular class. 

42. The moderate use of ganja does not appear 
to be altogether harmless. It seems to produce 


coughs, and a weakening tendency if consumed 
habitually. 

43. Yes. 

44. It appears to produce a sort of pleasant 
intoxication. It does not allay hunger but 
promotes it. After the intoxication .stage, which 
lasts generally from three to seven hours, the 
consumer feels languid and dull. The want of 
subsequent gratification produces desire for it, 

45. The habitual moderate use of ganja and 
bhang appears to impair the constitution and 
produce chest affections. It induces laziness, and 
probably impairs to some extent the moral sense. 
It probably deadens the mtelleot, but I have no 
personal knowledge of any instance where it 
produced insanity. 

46. The habitual excessive use of the drug 
might probably eventually produce insanity. 

47. No. . 

49. Prostitutes sometimes use the drug to pro¬ 
duce. a mild intoxicating effeot. The use of hemp 
is said to produce impoteucy. 

51 and 52. No. 

53. I can recall no case in which it has led to 
temporary homicidal frenzy. 

54. I have never heard of such use being made 
of it by criminals. 

55. Such instances are not known in this 
district. 

56. By the admixture of dhatum intoxication 
is increased, and decreased by mixing with tobacco. 

57. Neither ganja nor charas is eaten or drunk 
here. 

68 and 64. No, 

68. There are thirty-four shops in this district 
having licenses to sell ganja. 


56. Evidence of Major T. B. M. Macpherson, District Superintendent of Police, 

Poona. 


1. None in particular. 

2. Dr, Plain's definitions may be accepted for 
this district, Each of the products is locally 
known by the same names. 

7. Hemp is cultivated .in a few places iu the 
Indapur, Shirur, and Khed talukas of this dis* 
trict. Charas is not used here. The other pro¬ 
ducts are collected. 

10. They form no special class, but are the 
ordinary agricultural cultivators. 

13. The cultivation is not restricted to any par¬ 
ticular part of this district. 

14. Ganja and bhang are prepared in the Inda¬ 
pur, Shirur, and Khed talukas. 

17. There is no special class. 

18. They do deteriorate. They keep good for 
about two years. Damp is the chief cause of 
deterioration, 

21. Flat ganja is preferred for smoking. 


22, It is not generally used iu this district. 

28. It is not need for smoking. 

80. The consumption of these drugs is chiefly 
confined to the male sex. 

85. (a) No. 

(5) It would be consumed illicitly. 

(c) It could not be enforced. 

(i d) Yes. 

(e) Possibly. 

(f) Probably to both, if the prohibition could 
be enforced. 

43. Yes. 

51. (a) No. 

(4) No connection whatever. 

53. It is said to. No. I know of no case. 

68. There are licensed shops. 

69, No; the wishes of the people are not con¬ 
sulted before opening shops. 
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57. Evidence of Ms. F. T. V. Austin, District Superintendent of Police, Surat, 


1. From personal observation in different parts 
of the presidency and in Sind, in which province it 
is extensively used. 

2. The definitions given by Dr. Prain may be 
generally accepted as correct. Bhang and its pre¬ 
parations are known in Gujarat as bhang or subji, 
maya, vijia, and Shiva’s butti. Charae is known 
by that name, but is not sold or used in this 
district, Ganja is the name given to the dry 
flowering tops of the female plants. Flat or 
chepta ganja is also sold, but round ganja is not 
specially prepared, 

3. The hemp plant, so far as I know, does not 
grow spontaneously in any of the Gujarat districts. 
It it said, however, to grow wild in the Palanpur 
Superintendency. 

7. Hemp is cultivated to a small extent in this 
district for use as bhang, from ‘20 to 25 acres be¬ 
ing under cultivation in the Chorasi and Olpad 
talukas. 

8. There has been a decrease during recent yenrs 
in the acreage under hemp cultivation in this 
district. In 1889 some 80 to 35 acres were bo 
cultivated in the Chorasi taluka alone; but the 
cultivators not being able to sell it to the licensee 
it had to be destroyed, as they cannot otherwise 
dispose of it. 

9. Yellow loam or sandy soil is the best. It 
does not grow well in black soil. The ground 
requires to be well ploughed and frequently har¬ 
rowed, and all clods broken, and the growing crop 
to be well weeded. The male plants, called bhan- 
gro, are also uprooted. Two crops are obtainable 
in the year, but not on the suroe ground. The 
kharif crop is said to contain more narcotic pro¬ 
perties than the iabi. 

10. The cultivation of hemp is not restricted to 
any particular class of cultivators. 

11. Not that I am aware of. 

13. Hemp is not cultivated for ganja in this 
district, or in any part of Gujarat, so far as I 
know, 

14. Bhang to the extent of 150 to 200 mounds 
is produced in this district, but neither ganja nor 
ebaras is prepared. 

15. Bhang is prepared as follows:—After the 
plants are cut down they are allowed to dry for 
some days. They are then tied up in bundles and 
beaten on the threshing floor in order to separate 
the seeds and leaves from the stalks. The seeds 
and powdered leaves are then passed through a 
sieve for the purpose of removing the small bits 
of broken stalk. 

16. Bhang is generally prepared by people in 
their own houses. By this I mean the prepara¬ 
tion of the bhang as drunk from the bhang sold 
in the shops and not the preparation of bbang 
from the plants themselves. Bhang can be pre¬ 
pared from the plant wherever grown, I believe, 
and so also can ganja, but I cannot say whether 
ganja and charas can or cannot be prepared from 
the wild plant, 

17. By no particular class as regards the pre¬ 
paration made in this province. 

18. Bhang deteriorates and loses its narcotic 
properties if kept for more than about 12 months, 
and, if allowed to get damp, gets mildewed and 
useless much earlier. Keeping it in closed 
receptacles and free from moisture will retard this 
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deterioration for a few months. The placing of 
mercury in open vessels among the bhang is said 
to prevent it from getting worm-eaten. 

19. In this district ganja is used only for 
smoking; charas is not obtainable. 

20. The smoking of ganja is not restricted to 
any particular class; but it is chiefly so used by 
the lower classes, and specially by fakirs, sadhus, 
bairagis, etc. I do not believe that anything like 
5 per cent, of the people of this district smoke 
ganja. 

21. Flat ganja is much preferred. Broken 
ganja, called kani or chur, is said to contain less 
narcotic properties and to cause cough. Round 
ganja is generally used in the Deccan, and chur 
or broken ganja in Sind. 

22. Charas is not used in this district . 

23. Not that I am aware of. 

24. Very few people eat bhang. About 5 per 
cent, of the population of this district, made up 
from persons of all classes, driuk bhang. I doubt 
if even 1 per cent, eat it. 

25. The use of ganja and bhang is, if anything, 
on the decrease in this district, and probably 
throughout Gujarat. The decrease in the use of 
ganja is mainly attributable to its increased prioe, 
which prevents the very poorest classes from 
using it to the same extent aB formerly, and the 
decrease in the use of bhang is owing to the 
increasing disinclination of the better classes to 
take the necessary trouble in preparing it, and to 
the more general use of liquor, especially the 
cheaper sorts of Europe spirits. 

26. Ga.nja.~- Assuming that 3 per cent, of the 
people of this district smoke ganja, which is 
probably over the mark, then of habitual moder¬ 
ate consumers there might be 2i per cent., of 
habitual excessive cousumers 0‘50 per cent., 
occasional moderate consumers 14 'per cent., and of 
occasional excessive cousumers 0’50per cent., and 
the same percentages would fairly represent the 
proportion of bhang drinkers falling under these 
several descriptions, 

27. While the smoking of ganja is more gene¬ 
rally confined to the lower classes, no such limit¬ 
ation applies in respect to the drinking of bhang, 
and although the habitual use of it is deemed 
disreputable, the occasional indulgence of the 
habit is not looked upon as degrading. 

28. Ganja— 

Habitual moderate consumer, 1 to 14 pies 
worth. 

Habitual excessive consumer, 3 to 4 pies 
worth. 

Bhang — 

Habitual moderate consumer, 2 pies worth. 

Habitual excessive consumer, 3 to 6 pies worth 
a day. 

29. Ganja — 

(а) Tobacco is ordinarily mixed with gauja for 
smoking, the ganja being first washed to cleanse 
it from impurities. 

(б) Sometimes ganja is washed iu rose water 
and cardamom seeds added. Dhatura is not, so 
far .as I know, so used. Sometimes a chillum is 
made from a piece of sugarcane, and ganja so 
smoked is said to have an increased intoxicating 
effect; but the chief reasou for the admixture 

i 
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of other ingredients is to give the ganja a more 
agreeable flavour. 

The ingredienis ordinarily mixed with bhang 
are pepper and poppy seeds, while those exception¬ 
ally so used are sugar, rose buds, almonds, pista¬ 
chios, fennel seed, cardamoms. The admixture of 
dhatura seeds is very exceptional. The object of 
these additions is to render it more palatable. 
Bhang massala is a conserve of rose buds, almonds, 
cardamoms, pistachios and certain aromatic seeds, 
which is specially prepared and sold for mixing 
with bhang. 

80. Among the lower classes who are addicted 
to smoking ganja or drinking bhang, both are 
generally practised in company, and while among 
the better classes the smoking of ganja is consider¬ 
ed disreputable, the drinking of bhang among one's 
friends is not so regarded. Both practices are 
almost altogether- confined to the male sex, and it 
is very unusual, indeed, for cbildreh to be allowed 
to indulge in either Of these drugs. 

81. The habit of either smoking or drinking is 
easily formed, but its discontinuance, except by 
excessive consumers, is not difficult. There is a 
tendency, especially as regards ganja, for the 
moderate use to develop into the excessive. 

82. In the worship of Shiva on the Maha 
Shivaratri a preparation of bhang is sprinkled over 
the Shivalingom and some placed in a vessel before 
it os an offering, tvhioh is afterwards distributed 
among the people present. 1 Cannot say whether 
this custom is essential, but it is the usual praotico, 
and the large number among whom the bhang is 
distributed prevents its excessive Consumption on 
such occasions. The use of bhang ou such occa¬ 
sions is hardly likely to develop into a habit, Us 
many of the worshippers, especially those not 
addicted to its use, drink only ns much as they 
oan hold in the palm of the hand. 

38. Smoking of ganja is generally regarded as 
disreputable; but the same cannot be said of the 
moderate use of bhang. Possibly the fact that 
ganja smoking is more generally Confined to the 
lower classes accounts for its being so considered 
by tho well-to-do, and a respectable person who 
would not miud his friends knowing that he occa¬ 
sionally used bhang would, in ease be had acquir¬ 
ed the habit of smoking ganja, be very careful to 
keep it a secret. The hemp plant, so far as I 
know, is not an object of worship. * 

84. It would be a serious privation to fakirs, 
sadhus and habitual smokers to be compelled to fore¬ 
go the use of ganja, and the same remark would 
apply to the habitual drinker of bhang, though not 
to the moderate consumer. H abitual ganja smokers 
Would, I think, suffer from indigestion if the 
practice were suddenly abandoned. 

35. I do not consider that it would be possible 
to prohibit the use of any of these drugs, unless the 

f rowth of the hemp plant be entirely prohibited; 

ut any such stringent measure would certainly j 
cause discontent, and it might possibly amount to a 
Political danger, as the time-honoured practices of 
fakirs, sadhus and other more or less venerated in¬ 
dividuals who have the ear of the people, especially 
of the lower orders, would be interfered with. 
Any Such prohibition, even if ifc were possible, 
would lead to an increased use of liquor and of 
ether drugs. 

$6. I think that the use of alcohol is gradually 
taking the place of -bhang among the better 
classes of consumers in this part of India. This 
is probably due to the increased facilities, especi¬ 
ally lb towns, for 'obtaining cheap foreign spirit*, 


the importation of which has very largely increased 
during recent years. 

87. A greater degree of intoxication is produced 
by charas than by ganja. 

88. Flat ganja 5 b supposed to have more in¬ 
toxicating effect than round ganja or chur. 

89. The habitual smoking of any preparation of 
hemp is, I consider, more injurious than the 
eating or drinking of bhang. The continued, 
though moderate, use of ganja appears to dry up 
the natural fluids, and to prematurely age and give 
a haggard appearance to the consumer; whereas 
no such marked changes are, as a rule, noticeahle 
in the moderate bhang drinker. 

40. I am unable to say whether any of these 
drugs are habitually prescribed by native doctors, 
but bhang is supposed to possess valuable medi¬ 
cinal properties, and to be useful in oases of gonor¬ 
rhoea and remittent fever. Bhang and ganja are 
sometimes administered to assist the digestive 
organs -and also for the cure of colic. 

41. (a) Ganja smoking in moderation assists 
digestion. 

(4) Yes. 

(c) The moderate use of ganja is supposed to 
be beneficial in the prevention of fever and in 
reducing the ill-effects likely to follow the habi¬ 
tual use of had water; while from bhang a cool¬ 
ing drink is prepared which is said to be very 
beneficial in intermittent fever. 

Bhang and ganja are so used by the poorer 
classes, both habitually as also occasionally. 

48, Yes, so far as I have observed. 

44. The immediate effect of ganja smoking is a 
greater or less degree of intoxication, whereas 
some time elapses before the bhang drinker arrives 
at that stage, and both have a temporarily refresh¬ 
ing effeet. Ganja smoking creates appetite, or 
more correctly speaking voracitv, which, if habi¬ 
tually fully appeased, leads to digestive troubles. 
The duration of the effect of either smoking or 
drinking ganja mad bhang depends to * great 
extent on the constitution of the consumer, but 
with a moderate dose should not last more than 
•about two hours, and there remains a certain 
amount of drowsiness after the -intoxication has 
passed off. Want of subsequent gratification 
produces longing and uneasiness, hut to a greater 
extent in tie case ol the ganja smoker than in 
that of the bhang drinker. 

4f>. The habitual moderate use of ganja has -a 
tendency to impoverish the constitution -unites the 
'etmsamer is accustomed to nourishing 'food, and 
though, when first indulged in, it increases 
appetite, it ultimately, I think, impairs the 
digestive powers, and in many instances 
asthma. It induces laziness, but not immorality; 
and, while it deadens the intellect, does not, if 
used in moderation, cause insanity. An immoderate 
use of ganja causes temporary insanity, tand 
after recovery the same symptoms may fee eeim- 
dneed by -a return to the immoderate use «£ at. 

Bhang .—The habitual moderate use of bhang 
is Bolt supposed te impair the constitution, nor 
does it affect the digestive organs like ganja. It 
does not cause dysentery, bronchitis or asthma, 
but induces habits of laziness, and pOBSih^ of 
immorality. It does not, .however, 4e<@ien the 
intellect :or produce insanity. 

47. No. 
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4$. I do not think that the habitual excessive 
use- of these drugs is likely to become a hereditary 
habit, or to affect to any great extent the offspring 
of snob consumers. 

49. I do not think that ganja is used as an 
aphrodisiac, though bhang and majum probably 
are. M ajum is sometimes so used by prostitutes. 
Doubtlessly, if so used, the effects would be more 
injurious thau if used as an ordinary narcotic. 
The excessive smoking of ganja induce? impot- 
ency, and it is used for this purpose by sadhus, 

51. Not so far as I am aware of, and X don't 
think that there vs any general connection between 
the habitual moderate users of these drugs and any 
particular class of criminals. 

52. Neither do I think that even the excessive 
use of any of these drugs has any connection with 
any general or special class of crime. 

53. Excessive indulgence does, I consider, in¬ 
cite to unpremeditated violence, though not to 
crime. Habitual ganja smokers are, when updet 
the influence of the drug, inclined to be quarrel¬ 
some, and, if interfered with, to commit act? of 
violence. 

54. So far as my experience goes, these drugs 
are not used by oriminals preparatory to commit¬ 
ting premediated crime, for increased cheerfulness 
and good humour, followed by drowsiness, is the 
effect generally produced. 

55. X do not think that the preparations of 
hemp are 80 us0 d> though complete stupefaction 
can be induced if they are partaken of in large 
quantities by persons unaccustomed to them. 

5fl. The effect* of ganja are modified by ad¬ 
mixture of tobacco and of bhang by the use of 
different massalas, while excessive habitual Users 
mix dbatura seed* with both ganja and bhang. 

58. The present system is working well, and I 
have no suggestions to offer as to its improvement. 
Only one license for the retail sale of ganja and 
bhang, and another for their exportation are issued, 
and cultivators nan only sell their crop? to ope or 
the other licensee, 

60. Ganja is not made from the hemp grown in 
this district or in any part of Gujarat, so far as I 
know. 


61. Charas is not prepared in this part of India. 

6&. The cultivation pf hemp i« controlled in 
this district, as also ip the other part? of the 
presidency, inasmuch as the cultivator has to take 
out a license, and though the license does npt 
specify the amount which may be grown, the 
extent to which it is cultivated is limited to the 
quantity he can induce the licensees to purchase at 
a remunerative rate. All netr so disposed of has 
to be destroyed. 

63. I have no objections to offer to the present 
system. 

64. No. 

65. Yes. 

66. I do not consider it desirable to have differ-, 
eat. rates of taxation for the different kinds of 
ganja. 

67. Nop*, 

68. Neither in this die!vict, nor, ae far as I 
know, in any district in Gujarat, are any shops 
licensed to sell these drugs tp be consumed on the 
premises. Ganja and bhang are sold in twenty-two 
shops in this district, eight in the city of Surat and 
fourteen in the different talukas, and the annual 
sales amount to about 80 maunds of ganja nud 
40 of bhang. 

69. The wishes of the neighbouring shopkeepers 
are not, so far as I know, consulted before the 
issue of a license for the sale of these drugs, and 
as they are not consumed on the premises, no 
objection is over raised, and I do not consider 
that local public opinion should he in any way 
considered, for these preparations of hemp are very 
often sold i>y grain sellers, tobacco shopkeepers, 
etc., and their sale is no more likely to be objec¬ 
tionable to the neighbouring shopkeepers or to the 
public than the sale of any other commodity. 

70. This district is much intersected with Gaife- 
wari territory, pnd prior to 1802 both bhang and 
ganja were to spine extent smuggled from the 
State i but the introduction of the license system 
into the Baroda State tom almost entirely pre¬ 
vented this smuggling; end fo this is also due 
the increase ip the sales of ganja and bhang in 
this district during the pa?t as compared with 
former years. 


58. Evidence of Mr. Dhakjisha Dadabhoy, Par&t, District Superintendent of 

Police , Thana. 


1. Nothing beyond ray own observation and the 
little experience ordinarily obtained. 

4. It is known by the name of ganja plant, and 
refers to exactly the same plant. 

It grows generally jn the Satara and Ahmed- 
nagar districts and soon after the rainy season. 

6. It is scattered. 

7. Tide No. 5. 

8. I cannot say. 

9. I am not acquainted with the method of its 
cultivation. 

U. I do not know. 

14 and 15. (a) Ganja >s the leaves of ganja tree. 
Seeds are found when it is dried. When the 
seeds are sown they produce the bhang plants. 
Gimja is used only for smoking. The plants are 
called -nor end mada (mala and female), Nor 
is bhang tree and mada ganja tree, 

vol. vii. 


(4) Charas is the gum of bhang tree, and is also 
used for smoking. 

(c) Bhang plants grow when gaoja seeds are 
sown. Bhang is used for drinking only. 

16, Bhang can b.e prepared by the people in 
their houses, and it can be prepared from the 
hemp plant, wherever grown, Ganja cap, but 
eharas cannot. 

17. Specially Hindus, 

18. They do after some time; and no measure 
can be taken to prevent their 1 deterioration. 

19, Ganja and charts are used for smoking and 
also for medical purposes in rare oases in India 
and other countries. 

21. Flat ganja and ckur are used for smoking 
and drinking respectively. 

24. Foreign charas is chiefly used, and it is 
imported from Arabia and Persia. 

t 2 
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83. No. 

25. It is on the increase, it seems, in conse¬ 
quence of increase of population. 

27. Ganja and bhang are used by a majority of 
Hindus, and eharas by a majority of Muhamma¬ 
dans and a few Hindus. 

29, Ganja is mixed with tobacco, and bhang 
with massala containing khaskas, black pepper, 
rose flower, sugar, elaehi and badam. Charas is 
mixed with tobacco and sometimes with ganja. 

80. In company and between the years of 
twenty and forty. It is not usual for children 
to consume any of these drugs. 

31. The habit is easily formed, but it is rather 
difficult to break off. There is a tendency in the 
case of any of these drugs for the moderate habit 
to develop into excessive. 

34. Thore would be no serious privation to con¬ 
sumers to forego the consumption of the drug they 
use. 

85, It would be feasible to prohibit the use 
of any of these drugs. It would be consumed 
illicitly if procurable. The prohibition could be 


enforoed by forbidding cultivation. The prohi¬ 
bition would occasion for a time a slight dis¬ 
content which would not amount to political 
danger. Half the number only would have re¬ 
course to aleoholio stimulants or other drugs. 

86, Yes, on account of change of fashion. 

87. Charas is stronger than ganja. 

38, No. 

42. Harmful, 

48. I think so. 

44. It does produce intoxication. 

51 and 52. Yes. The plans of crimes are gen¬ 
erally concerted either with the use of ganja, 
liquor or opium, according to the districts in 
which the use of these articles preponderates. 
They never meet to plan an offence without some 
such things being used at the time. 

53. Yes, I think. No. 

54. Yes. 

55. Yes, in some cases. Complete stupefaction 
can be induced. 


59. 'Evidence of Mb. T. Gr. Foard, 

1. The answers to questions furnished by me 
are based on information received from consumers 
of the drug and others. The hemp plant is not 
cultivated in this State, nor does it grow spon¬ 
taneously, and, as • far as I have been able to 
ascertain, it is not cultivated iu the province of 
Guzerat. 

2. Charas is not used in any form in this State, 
nor is it imported by the vendors of the drug. 
Occasionally visitors bring small quantities of it for 
their own use. Habitual ganja smokers prefer 
it to ganja when procurable. I have seen charas, 
and it is generally smoked in Bombay by con¬ 
sumers of the drug, who usually prefer it to ganja, 
as its narcotic properties are said to be stronger 
than ganja. There is only one kind of ganja used 
in this State, viz,, flat ganja. No such name as 
“ chur ” is known in this State. The only names 
by which the narcotic articles obtained from the 
plant are known in this State are subji, bhang, 
ganja and charas. The flower tops detached from 
the twigs, whether by accident or deliberately, 
are called ganja. 

8. I have never seen the hemp plant growing 
spontaneously in any district of which I have 
experience ; occasionally an odd tree or so may be 
found near the haunts of fakirs or sadhue,but they 
are very rare. The presence of these trees is 
accounted for by fakirs and sadhus, who say that 
seeds discarded when preparing ganja for smoking 
germinate. 

4. The wild plant is not found in this State, 
and the only information I have been able to 
obtain on this point 5 b from gosains, sadhus and 
fakirs, who know it by the name of “jungli 
ganja. ” 

5 and 6. I am unable to furnish any informa¬ 
tion on this point, as the wild plant does not grow 
in this province. 

7. There is no cultivation of the hemp plant 
in this State, and, as far as I have been able to 
ascertain, I believe it is not cultivated through¬ 
out the province of Guzerat. 

8. The plant is not cultivated in Ibis province. 


Superintendent of Police, Cambay. 

9. I am unable to give any methods of culti¬ 
vation. 

10. There are no cultivators of the plant in this 
province. 

11. There is no cultivation of the plant iu this 
province. 

12. I have no personal knowledge of the cul¬ 
tivation of wild hemp, and no information can be 
obtained on tbe subject here. 

18. The cultivation of the hemp plant is not 
prohibited in this State. 

14. Ganja is not prepared in this State, as 
defined in paragraph (2) of the accompaniments 
by being rolled or trodden under foot. The only 
ganja used iu this State is flat gauja, and is said to 
be prepared from the cultivated plant, Charas is 
not prepared here, nor is it imported. Ganja and 
bhang are imported. 

15. The only preparation ganja or bhang under¬ 
goes here is for eating or drinking. See para¬ 
graph 19. 

16. A decoction is made from bhang generally 
by people in their houses, and is known here as 
bhang-ka-pani, bhang or subji. The wild plant 
is not procurable here, but 1 have been given to 
understand by fakirs, sadhus, and gosains, who are 
habitual consumers of the drug in all its forms; 
that bhang can be prepared from the wild plaut 
wherever grown. Ganja can also be prepared 
from the wild plant wherever grown. Fakirs 
sadhus and gosains, when travelling, use it, but 
they prefer the cultivated plant wheu procurable. 

17. The decoct icn referred to in the preceding 
paragraph known as bhang-ka-pani is made by all 
classes in their houses in the hot season. It is 
also asocial custom in Guzerat among all classes of 
Hindus to make this decoction on festive occasions, 
and it is lavishly supplied by the host to bis 
guests. The custom is much the same as amongst 
the Rajputs and people of Kathiawar, who give 
their guests a decoction of opium called kasumba. 

Iff. Ganja and bhang deteriorate by keeping. 
With ordinary care both will keep good for about 
two years. 1 am unable to say whether jt quite 
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lows its effect in time. There are different opi. 
nions on this point. It, however, deteriorates to 
such an extent that no consnmer of the drug, 
whether by eating, drinking or smoking, will buy 
old ganja or bhang if he can possibly get fresh, 
and the fresher the better he likes it, as its effect 
is said to be stronger. The only cause of deterio¬ 
ration that 1 know is dampness. If ganja or 
bhang be kept in a damp place or get wet by rain, 
it immediately deteriorates, and in a short time 
becomes absolutely useless. The only measures 
adopted by the vendors of the drug, who keep it in 
large quantities, is to keep it in a dry place and 
occasionally expose it to the sun. 

19. Charas, I believe, is only used for smoking. 
Ganja is eaten in various ways. It may be eaten 
alone, or mixed with food. It is generally eaten 
here and throughout Guzerat in two ways, vie., 
majum and fakki. The following are the ingredi¬ 
ents used in the preparation of majum. For one seer 
of majum, two seers ganja, one seer and a quarter 
of ghee, and one seer of sugar. The following is 
the process of preparation of majum. Two seers 
of ganja or bhang are pounded to dust and tied up 
in a cloth and soaked in water for three days, 
after j which it is well washed several times until 
it does not discolour the water. It is then put 
into about 3 gallons of water and boiled for about 
three hours. One seer of ghee is then added to 
the water whilst boiling. After the ghee is 
added, the whole is boiled for about four hours. 
The water and gliee are then strained through a 
cloth and the ganja thrown away. The water 
and ghee are allowed to stand for two days, and 
when the ghee congeals and floats to the surface 
of the water, it is skimmed off. About quarter 
seer of fresh ghee is then added to the ghee im¬ 
pregnated with the essence of ganja or bhang, 
and the whole is again boiled. Whilst boiling 
one seer of fine sugar is added, and the whole is 
boiled for about half an hour. It is then poured 
into a shallow dish and allowed to congeal, and 
wjien cold, is cut into slices of various shapes. 
Tne average quantity of majum for an adult 
is from one to two tolas. Some are of course 
able to take more, but if taken to excess it pro¬ 
duces intoxication. Majum made from bhang 
is not so strong as that made from ganja. There 
is a far greater demand for majum during the 
rainy season than apy other time. There is 
only one man licensed to sell it. His sales for the 
year amount to about 4 maunds or 160 lbs. It 
is sold at ten annas per seer. It is used on fes¬ 
tive occasions, but rarely used habitually. It is 
principally used by building contractors, who 
give it to their labourers, men and women, wheu 
making concrete roofs or floors to bouses. This 
accounts for the singing invariably heard 
when men and women are engaged on such 
works. The object of administering it to labourers 
is said to be to stimulate them, and give them 
energy for their work. It is often made much 
stronger thau described above. The licensed 
vendor usually keeps in stock a quantity of ghee 
impregnated with the essence of ganja, so if he 
gets an order for majum, he can supply it at 
short notice by simply adding fresh ghee and 
sugar to it. This ghee, which is called gauja- 
ka-ghee, will keep good for about a year if kept 
in a cool place. The following is the recipe 
for fakki and its mode of preparation. In¬ 
gredients—ganja 1 seer, ghee i seer, li seer 
fine sugar, khaskhas or poppy _ seed \ Bear, 
parraway seeds i seer. The ganja is first well 
washed until it does not discolour the water 
And then exposed to the sun to d r y. It is the® 


fried in the ghee until the agglutinated sub. 
stance dries, and the ganja erumbles into dust 
when rubbed between the fingers. The sugar and 
other ingredients are then mixed with the ganja, 
but are not fried, Fakki can also be made with 
bhang, hut « usually made with ganja. Fakki is 
sold at ten aunas per seer. The habit of eating 
majum and fakki, I believe, obtains throughout 
Guzerat, 

20. Charas is rarely smoked here, except by 
occasional visitors. The people who usually 
smoke charas are gosaine, sadhus, fakirs and 
mendicants. About one per cent, of ordinary 
members of society Bmoke ganja. They rarely 
smoke it in their houses, hut usually resort to the 
haunts of fakirs, sadhus and gosains. There are 
some who smoke the drag surreptitiously. Hindu 
and Muhammadan smokers are in about equal 
proportion. The former seek the company of 
sadhus and gosains, and the latter fakirs, when 
they want to indulge in the drag, though it is not 
unusual for a Hindu to have his smoke at a 
fakir's tuekiya, and a Muhammadan with a sadhu 
or gosain. No caste prejudices are observed in 
the use of the ganja “ chillum.” 

21. Flat ganja only is locally consumed. Peo¬ 
ple who have travelled through India say that 
they prefer round to flat ganja, but the local resi¬ 
dents have no idea of its properties, 

22. Charas is not used here, nor is it imported 
for general consumption. 

23. Bhang is never used for smoking here. 

_ 24. Mostly all natives in the city of Cambay, of 
all caBtes and creeds, with the exception of Parsis, 
use bhang in moderate quantities during the hot 
season ; but the habitual consumers of the drug, 
whether by eating or drinking, would be about one 
in a tliouBand. 

25. The annual consumption of bhang and 
ganja does not seem to fluctuate. The average 
sale of the former for the past three years is ap¬ 
proximately two maunds or eighty lbs., aud the 
latter twenty-five maunds or one thousand lbs. 
The licensed vendors of these drugs keep no ac¬ 
count of their sales. 

. 26. No idea can be formed as to the proportion 
of habitual moderate consumers, habitual excessive 
consumers, occasional moderate consumers, and 
occasional excessive consumers. There are three 
licensed vendors of these drugs in this State, 
which has a population of 89,722. The sales of 
these vendors amount in the aggregate to about 
35 maunds of ganja and about 6 maunds of bhang 
annually. In the city of Cambay, which has a 
population of 31,390, there is one vendor whose 
aggregate sales amount to about 25 maunds of 
ganja and about 3 maunds of bhang. He says 
he has about 175 regular customers, who may be 
either habitual, excessive or moderate consumers. 
The sales of the other two vendors, who have shops 
in villages, amount in the aggregate to about ten 
maunds of ganja and two of bhang. These figures 
include sales to travellers, visitors, and people of 
the surrounding foreign territories, who are not 
restricted from purchasing any of these drugs in 
Cambay limits. 1 may add here that ganja and 
bhang are much cheaper in Cambay territory thau 
in the surrounding British and Baroda territories. 

27. Habitual excessive consumers are mostly 
fakirs, sadhus, gosains, and mendicants of various 
denominations, who wander from place to place, 
and have no worldly cares. Smoking the drag 
appears to be a great solace to’them in their solitary 
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moments. The habits of life of these people 
are too well known to need recapitulation. Occa¬ 
sional moderate consumers belong to all classes 
of society, and no oo mmunity can be specifically 
particularized as being more addicted to the use 
of these drugs than others. The habit of smok¬ 
ing. these drugs is usually contracted from sadhus 
and fakirs. Hindus reverence their sad hue and 
gosaius, and in order to ingratiate themselves 
into their good graces are always ready to perform 
little offices for them. The preparation of the 
ganja pipe comes within the category of such 
offices, and when prepared they are invariably 
asked by the bawa to light it, from which the 
habit is usually contracted. The same remarks 
apply to Muhammadans, who invariably contract 
the habit from fakirs in the same way. The habit 
of smoking ganja is also propagated to a certain 
extent by ordinary members of society, who 
smoke it in their houses, and who always appear 
willing^ and in fact anxious, to initiate novices 
into the use of the drug for the sake of company, 

28. The average cost per diem to habitual mo¬ 
derate smokers of gran ja is one pice. The cost to 
habitual excessive smokers of ganja is from six 
pice to two annas per diem. The habitual excessive 
smokers are mostly sadhus, gosaius, and fakirs, 
The majority of these people renounce the world 
and its pleasures. Ike supply of the drug is 
practically no expense to them. When once a 
sadhu, gosain, or fakir establishes himself in a 
place, he is visited by bis caste-fellows, who supply 
the drug and other necessaries of life. The cost 
to the moderate consumer of bhang, if taken 
without ingredients, is about half a pice. To the 
exeeaeire consumer, from one to two pice. Bhang 
is drank without ingredients by the poor classes, 
bat those who can afford it use milk and apices 
with it. 

29. Ganja is usually smoked with tobaoco and 
sometimes with gooraku. Dhatura is not mixed 
with the drag for either drinking or smoking. 
Ganja is said to ba mixed with oil extracted from 
dhatura seed for external application to the geni¬ 
tal organs in cases of impotence. The habitual 
consumers of bhang of the poor classes drink it 
without admixtures. Those who can afford to do 
so add the following ingredients to make it sa¬ 
voury and palatable, but with no other object 
Milk, poppy seed, dried rose buds, cardamoms, 
cashew-nuts, almonds, sugar, black or white pepper, 
nutmeg, carraway seeds, cucumber seeds, aud eha- 
roli. The nbovementioned ingredients are called 
“ hhang-massala.” These ingredients are not sold 
mixed with bhang; people making bhang buy 
them separately and use them in quantities accord¬ 
ing to taste, 

80- Ganja is rarely smoked in solitude unless 
surreptitiously. Smokers of the drug invariably 
prefer company. The pipe or chill urn is handed 
round to each person who takes two or thrpe 
inhalations and passes it on to the next person, 

aud when the pipe is exhausted, it is refilled 

and passed round until all are satisfied. There 

are some people who do smoke the drug in 

solitude, but Tery few. No respectable female 
members of society smoko ganja or charas. The 
wives of fakirs sometimes smoke ganja or charas, 
and also some depraved members of society 
smoke it. The habit of smoking ganja, wheu 
once acquired, is usually continued till death. 
There are exceptional cases in which people have 
broken off the habit. Children are never allowed 
to smoke the drug in any form here. When they 
have attained the age of ten years, they are allowed 


to drink bhang occasionally in small quantities 
during the hot season and on festive occasions. 
Females of the lower classes only, sack as maehis, 
mawchoe, maynas, pomlaa, dheds, and bhangio 
drink bhang. 

81. The habit of smoking ganja is easily formed, 
as described in paragraph 27. The effect to a 
noviee is usually most noxious. It produces in¬ 
toxication, but if persisted in, these after-effect* 
are overcome in time. It is decidedly difficult to 
leave off smoking ganja or charas, and there is a 
tendency for the moderate use of the drug to ' 
develop into the excessive. There are of course 
lots of consumers who can limit themselves to a 
certain quantity and rarely exceed it. In the 
oaee of bhang it is quite different. The occasional 
moderate use of bhang is not so likely to develop 
into the excegsivo or become habitual. 

There is not so much difficulty experienced by 
habitual consumers to break off the habit as with 
smokers of ganja or charas. 

82. It is a social custom in Guzerat to use 
bhang on festive occasions, such as caste dinners, 
weddings and certain religions festivals, It is 
not incumbent on the host to supply bis guests 
with bhang, and in some communities the habit 
of drinking bhang publiely is in disrepute, al¬ 
though all classes use it in their houses, Kusum- 
ba, a decoction of opium, is substituted for bhang 
by well-to-do classes; and the more lavishly this 
is supplied by the hast, the better he is thought of 
by his caste-fellows aud friende. Kusumha is 
much dealer than bhang, and there are many who 
do not care to use it, but will drink bhang with¬ 
out hesitation. The worshippers of Mahadev, 
Shankar, Shiva and other deities, on certain reli¬ 
gious festivals, propitiate these gods by besmear¬ 
ing the idols with bhang. Thin does not form 
an essential part of the “ pnja,” but it i« a re¬ 
cognised eustom. Many who do not use it itn 
this way habitually do so when making vows an 
a method of inducing theae deities to grant favours. 
The consumption of bhang on festive occasions 
is not likely to lend to the formation of the habft, 
and is said to be injurious if taken in modera¬ 
tion. 

38. The habit of smoking ganja or charas is 
not tolerated in respectable society of any deno¬ 
mination, because it demoralizes and incapacitates 
those who become addicted to it* use. The habit 
among sadhus, gosaius and fakirs is tolerated, and 
non-smokers supply them with the drug, because 
they think it essential to their vocation. Ganja 
and chains smokers other than sadhus aud fakirs 
are considered depraved members of society, and 
their oompany is usually shunned by respectable 
mem here of society, of all communities. For 
social and religious customs regarding the eon- 
sumption of these drugs, see paragraph 82. The 
hemp plant is not worshipped by any eect in tku 
State, and, as far as I have been able to ascertain 
from educated people, I believe it is not worship¬ 
ped by any sect in any part of Guzerat. 

84. I am of opinion that it would eertaiuly be 
a privation to excessive consumers, such as gosains, 
sadhus and fakirs and other wandering devotees, 
to forego the use of these drugs, because they are 
exposed to the extremes of elimate without shelter 
or elothing, and seem to live for the drug alone. 
It also occurs to my mind that people of this class 
could not possibly reconcile themselves to such 
lives in the absence of these drugs or then? 
equivalents. Their only ambition in life appear* 
to be able to command a plentiful eupply'of the 
drug, and when under its influence they arebappy 
with themselves and those around them, 'but in 
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their Isold moments, or when unable to procure 
the drug, they are most dejected. 

85. I am inclined to think that it would be 
impracticable to prohibit the use of any of these 
drugs. If the use of these drugs were prohibited, 
they would in my opinion be used illicitly. The 
prohibition of the use of the drug would, I think, 
caase serious discontent among the consumers. 
The discontent may not amount to a political 
danger, but,in view of the fact that the use of 
the drug in its various forms is principally pro¬ 
pagated by sadhus and fakirs, who command 
wonderful influence over the masses and are so 
blindly followed by them, it is quite possible that 
these sadhus, fakirs and others would try to 
spread sedition, and would at least cause a deal 
of agitation. Many of these sadhus, fakirs, etc., 
were formerly ordinary members of society, hut 
now ‘follow these vocations merely to gratify a 
craving for the drug, which they could not satisfy 
were they to remain in their ordinary spheres 
in life. There are, of course, many of these sadhus, 
fakirs, etc., whose vocations are hereditary; whether 
hereditary or adopted, the use of the drug in 
somo form is indispensable. They are never free 
from the effects of the drug, aud smoke it eternally 
from morning till night. As soon as the effect 
of one pipe oomnjences to wane, it is revived by 
another. I do not think that the prohibition of 
the use of these drags would be followed by re¬ 
course to alcoholic stimulants, but opium would 
I think b» used in larger quantities. 

86. There is no reason for thinking that al¬ 
cohol is now being substituted for any of these 
drugs in this State and, as far as I know, in 
any other part of Guzerat. On the contrary, 
bhang is substituted for alcoholic stimulauts by 
the poor classes on festive occasions. Tor two 
pice a host can supply about 20 guests with 
bhang, provided it he drunk without ingredients, 
whereas to supply the same number with alco¬ 
holic stimulants in moderation, it would cost him 
at least Rs. 2. 

87. Oharas is not used in this State, but I am 
told by people who have smoked it that its effect 
is much stronger than ganja. This I am told is 
tfle only way in which the effect of charas, when 
smoked, differs from ganja. The fumes of eharas 
when inhaled, are said to be much cooler than 
those of ganja. 

88. Flat ganja only is used locally. People 
who have travelled in India say they prefer 
round ganja when procurable. It is said to be 
stronger than flat ganja. Flat ganja is also said 
to produce thirst aud a burning sensation in the 
throat, stomach and chest, which is not experi¬ 
enced by smoking round ganja. Round gauja 
Is also said to have less seeds and leaves. Broken 
ganja is said to produce more cough than round 
or flat ganja, and is never used for smoking if 
it can he avoided. Broken ganja is invariably 
used for making majum or fakki. 

89. I am unable to answer this question from 
personal knowledge or observation; hut from in¬ 
formation I have been able to gather from smok¬ 
ers, eater’s and drinkers of the drug, I am told 
that smoking the drug is far more injurious bo 
the constitution than either eating or drinking 
it. There are thousands who drink decoctions of 
the drug who would scorn the idea of smoking it. 
Either #atiog, drinking or smoking the drag to 
esoess fey a novice produces intoxication, where¬ 
as habitual-smokers or (drinkers may either smoke 
or drink it from morning till night and never 
&eceme stupefied. The effect produced by drink¬ 


ing bhang lasts much longer than the effect 
produced by smoking either oharas or ganja. 
Smoking the drug to excess produces insanity, 
asthma, bronohitis and impotence. It also dead¬ 
ens the intellect and generally impairs the con¬ 
stitution. The general belief is that eating or 
drinking preparations of the drug does not pro¬ 
duce the above-mentioned symptoms, but such a 
question can he better answered by a medical 
man. 

40. Ganja and bhang are used by native quacks 
for dysentery in one-grain doses twice a day. 
It is also used to check the flow of seminal fluid 
in oases of spermatorrhoea. It is used by native 
quacks as an aphrodisiac. It is also used by 
quacks to prolong the period of sexual inter¬ 
course, and it is also applied externally to the 
genital organs in case of impotence. Charas is 
not used in these parts by quacks for its medi¬ 
cinal properties. None of these drugs appear to 
be used locally in the treatment of cattle disease. 

41. Bhang produces a most ravenous appetite 
and aids digestion. The more bhang a person 
drinks, the more food he will eat. Its effect 
lasts for about three hours. It is said to be in¬ 
vigorating and refreshing, and that it alleviates 
fatigue. Bhang is not used unless by habitual 
consumers, except on festivals, religious ceremo¬ 
nies and in the bot season. There are only 
about 175 habitual consumers of the drug in all 
its forms in this city, and the majority of them 
smoke it. Smokers of the drug are rarely found 
amongst the villagers of this State, bat all more 
or less use bhang in the hot season and on festivals 
at all seasons of the year. 

42. Bhang, I am told, is harmless if taken in 
moderation with good nourishing food. The 
smoking of ganja or charas is decidedly injuri¬ 
ous to the constitution and produces most bane¬ 
ful results, examples of whioh are to be seen 
daily among the emaciated and decrepit sadbus 
and fakirs and others who wander about from 
place to place. Smoking the drug in modera¬ 
tion is admitted by the majority of consumers 
to he injurious, and many say that they regret 
having contracted the habit, and that they would 
gladly leave it off if they could. 

43. Moderate consumers of bhang are inoffen¬ 
sive to their neighbours, but moderate smokers of 
the drug, whether ganja or charas, are irore or 
less offensive. They are usually irritable, and 
When under the influence of the drug are very 
loquacious, and are not over-choice in their lan¬ 
guage, The house of a consumer is usually a ren¬ 
dezvous for consumers of the drug, who are hie 
only associates. 

44. The immediate effect of the moderate «s# 
of bhang on the.habitual consumer is that it re¬ 
freshes him, and create* appetite, but it does not 
produce intoxication. The effect of bhang lasts for 
about three hours if taken on sd empty stomach. If 
food be taken immediately after, the effect does 
not last so long. There are no after-effects from 
the occasional moderate use of bhang. If taken 
to excess -by au occasional moderate consumer, it 
produces intoxication for many hours, and when 
he regains consciousness, he feels a severe headache. 
The first smoke in the morning only is said to 
produce any effect on the smokers of the drug. If 
they smoke all day it is the same, but they never 
become intoxicated. The first smoke is said to be 
refreshing 1 , and the effect of it will lost fior ahou* 
two hours, but it is usually maintained,by recourse 
to another smoke. Having recourse to the second 
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pipe before the effect of the first has passed off; I 
think accounts for the idea that the first smoke 
only is effective. The effect appears to be main¬ 
tained from morning till night by continuous 
smoking. Smoking ganja and charas do produce 
after-effects, which are said to be as follows. 
They are usually felt the first thing in the morn¬ 
ing; but with the first smoke they all disappear. 
Water runs from the eyes and nostrils, eyes 
become red and pus oozes from them during sleep, 
aching of the limbs and joints, headache and 
sleeplessness. The want of subsequent gratifica¬ 
tion aoes produce uneasiness and longing for the 
drug. Cessation of the use of the drug is invariably 
followed by diarrhoea, flatulence, loss of appetite, in¬ 
digestion, headache and general indisposition. The 
general idea is that these drugs create appetite, 
and again smokers say that if they have no food 
or water, which is very often the case with fakirs 
and sadhus when travelling, they can manage 
without food or water for a considerable time 
without feeling the pangs of hunger or thirst 
provided they have ganja. 

4*5. The habitual habit of smoking charas and 
ganja in moderation does impair the constitution, 
it causes bronchitis and asthma. It does not 
impair the appetite but, usually creates it and aids 
the digestion. It induces laziness and also habits 
of immorality and debauchery when the consumer 
is able to take good nourishing food. It also 
deadens the intellect, but the moderate use of the 
drug rarely produces insanity, but it certainly does 
produce insanity when used to excess. Ganja.and 
charas smoking in moderation by various people 
who live well is said to materially assist them in 
the accomplishment of their lustful desires. 

46. Excessive smoking of ganja and charas 
causes impotency. The majority of sadhus, gosains 
and other devotees take vows of celibacy, which I 
doubt many of them would be able to fulfil were 
they not more or less incapacitated for sexual 
‘intercourse by the excessive use of these drugs. 
Excessive smoking of ganja or charas causes 
insanity, hut I ain unable to say of what type. 

47. The habitual moderate or excessive use of 
these drugs does not appear to be hereditary, and 
does not appear to affect the children of moderate 
consumers. 

48. The habitual excessive use of these drugs 
does not appear to be hereditary. The habit of 
smoking these drugs is usually contracted as de¬ 
scribed in paragraph 27. The habitual habit of 
drinking preparations of the drugs is, as far as l 
have been able to ascertain, very rare among all 
classes. The occasional use of it on festivals and 
during the hot season sometimes develops into the 
habitual habit. Those who use bhang habitually 
and take good food are usually stout. BhaDg- 
drinkers are said to be great eaters. 

49. The moderate use of ganja is practised as an 
aphrodifiac and is prescribed as such by native 
quacks. It is also applied externally for the same 
purpose. I know that some prostitutes in Bombay 
smoke ganja and charas. They usually belong to 
the Mhar and Dhed castes from the Deccan 
and Carnatic. I am unable to say whether they 
use it as an aphrodisiac. I am unable to say 
whether these drugs when used as an aphrodisiac 
are more injurious than their use as au ordinary 
narcotic. 

50. The excessive use of ganja or charas pro¬ 
duces impotency. This tact is admitted by exces¬ 
sive consumers. 

61. Bad characters iu these parts do not use the 


drug. I have been nearly four years in Guzerat, 
and to the best of my recollection, I have never 
seen a consumer of the drug concerned in any 
criminal case. In Bombay people are often found 
in the streets incapable of taking care of them¬ 
selves when under the influence of these drugs, 
but they do not belong to the class of habitual 
criminals. 

52. I have never seen an habitual criminal who 
was au excessive consumer of these drugB in any 
form. 

58. As far as I am aware, the excessive nse of 
these drugs does not incite to unpremeditated crime. 
1 have seen a few cases in Bombay in which 
people have been very violent when under the 
influence of these drags. 1 never made it my 
business to ascertain whether they were habitual 
excessive consumers or moderate consumers, but 
judging from the effects invariably produced by 
the habitual excessive and moderate use of these 
drugs, I am inclined to think that they were 
occasional consumers. 1 am not aware of any 
case in which the use of any of these drugs has 
led to temporary homicidal frenzy. It often 
happens that a novice becomes violent when he first 
uses the drug, but it eventually overpowers him. 

54. I know of no case in which criminals have 
fortified themselves by the use of these drugs to 
commit premeditated acts of violence or other 
crimes. It is quite possible that they may be 
used for such a purpose, as habitual moderate con¬ 
sumers whom I have examined say that they can 
always get through their work with more energy 
when they have taken their usual quantity than 
without it. They also say that it gives them cour- 
age in dangerous undertakings, from which I infer 
that if an act of violence were premeditated, these 
drugs would act as an incentive to its commission. 

55. I know of no case in which criminals have 
administered these drugs to their victims. Dhatu- 
ra, and not these drugs, is usually used by 
criminals to stupefy their victims, lu the case of 
occasional moderate consumers and non-consumers 
complete stupefaction can be induced by these 
drugs, which lasts for many hours. 

56. As far as 1 have been able to gather, tobacco 
is mixed with ganja to make it inflammable. 
Before ganja is smoked it has to he washed, and 
it is put into the pipe damp. Smokers also say 
that gooraku is also smoked with it for the Same 
purpose, and that the effects of either ganja or 
charas are in no way modified by either tobacco or 
gooraku. The effects of the infusion for drink¬ 
ing are said to be in no way modified by the ad¬ 
mixtures referred to in paragraph 29. They are 
said to merely make it palatable, I know of no 
admixture of dhntura for personal consumption or 
for administration to others. The oil of dhatura 
is mixed with ganja for external application, see 
paragraph 40. 

57. Chnras is never eaten here. Ganja is some¬ 
times eaten by fakirs, and sadhus when they are 
unable to procure fire. Its narcotic properties 
when eaten are said to be stronger than when 
smoked or drunk, aud that the effects last longer. 
For the effects of bhang, see paragraph 41. 

58. I do consider that the system of Excise 
Administration in respect of hemp drugs in this 
State is capable of improvement. 

59. There are in all three licensed vendors of 
these drugs in this State—one in the city of Cam- 
bay, and two in different villages. The licenses 
to deal in these drugs aie sold by auotion .ten the 
highest bidders, but beyond this there is 
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practically no control over the licensees in any way. 
They are at liberty to sell any quantity and 
import these drugs without duty. They keep no 
accounts, and their shops are never inspected. 
One of the licensees of this State keeps a shop in 
Petlad, which is a large town in Baroda territory, 
and about three miles from Fanganee, which is in 
Cambay territory, and where he has a shop also. 
In Petlad this man can only sell one seer of any of 
these drugs at a time, whereas he can sell any 
quantity at Fanganee. In consequence of import ! 
dues and license-fees these drugs cost double the 
price at Petlad that they do at Fanganee, which 
is close by. I think it is very desirable that the 
vendors of these drugs should be made to keep 
accounts showing their imports and sales, and 
that their shops, stock-in-trade and books should 
be periodically inspected by some responsible reve¬ 
nue or police officer. The licensees in this State 
get their supply of these drugs wherever it can 
be bad at the cheapest rate. The local consumers 
of these drugs bitterly complain of their inferior 
quality. The licensee at Fanganee imports bhang 
and ganja from Ahmednagar (Deccan), and he 
occasionally supplies the Cambay vendors, who 
also bny these drugs in Baroda and import them 
free of duty., I am of opinion that the sale of 
these drugs to one individual should be limited to 
a reasonable quantity ; and that the vendors should 
not be allowed to sell them wholesale indiscrimi¬ 
nately as they do at present. 

60. Ganja is not prepared in this State, 

61. Charas is not produced in this State. 

62. I have no idea of the cultivation of the l 
hemp plant. 

68. Charas is not sold in this State. ‘Ganja 
and bhang are sold wholesale and retail. I am 
of opinion that the sale of these drugs, except to 
vendors, should be restricted to a reasonable 
quantity. 

64, There are no regulations in this State 
governing the export and import of these drugs 
or their transport within the State. There is no 
import duty on any of these drugs in this State. 
They are not exported unless surreptitiously. 


There is a wide field open for the illicit trade in 
these drugs in this State. As ah instance of 
which the licensee at Fanganee is allowed to im¬ 
port any quantity of these drugs without duty. 
Whereas in Petlad, which is close by, where he 
holds a l'cense for the sale of these drugs from 
the Baroda State, lie has to pay import duty on 
these drugs. The price of these drugs at Petlad 
is double that at Fanganee. This leaves a wide 
field open to this man to smuggle these drugs 
from Fanganee, where they are imp >rted free of 
duty, to Petlad, where he lias to pay heavy duty 
and license-fees. I am of opinion that an import 
duty should be levied on these drugs, 

66. There is no taxon these drugs in this State. 

66. There is only one kind of ganja used in this 
State which iseither imported direct from Ahmed¬ 
nagar (Deccan) or from Baroda. As far as I 
am able to gather, the ganja farmer of the Baroda 
State imports all his drugs from Ahmednagar 
(Deecan). Bound ganja is not used here, 

67. There is no tax on these drags in this State. 

68. There are no houses or shops in this State 
where these drugs are consumed on the premises. 
Where such houses and shops exist, I think it is 
very desirable that they should be open to inspec¬ 
tion by the police, as in the caBe of liquor shops 
and other places of public resort. 

69. There are no shops for the consumption of 
these drugs on the premises in this State. 

70. There is only one man in this State who 
imports these drugs. He has a shop at Fanganee, 
which is surrounded by Baroda and British terri¬ 
tory. His sales of these drugs at Fanganee are 
more than at Petlad, which is a large town. This, 
I think, can be accounted for by the fact that 
these drugs are much cheaper at Fangahee than at 
Petlad. The other two vendors in this State get 
their supply of these drugs from him sometimes, 
and they also get it from Baroda or wherever they 
find the cheapest market. Thera is no import 
duty on these drugs in this State. The licensee 
of Fanganee tells me he pays an export duty at 
the rate of Be. 5 on every three Bengal rnaunds. 
This he says he pays at Ahmednagar. 


60. Evidence o/Khan Bahadur Nanabhoy Cowasji, Par si, City Police Inspect¬ 
or, Surat. 


I had opportunities for several years of coming 
into contact with such persons when I was in 
Kathiawar. Some of them consumed ganja and 
bhang in exoessive, and some in moderate quanti¬ 
ties. After the receipt of Government orders, I 
have endeavoured to seek information from differ- 
ent directions where I thought it was possible to 
get some reliable particulars. I have consulted 
my subordinate Police Officsrs and licensed vendors 
of ganja and bhang and also with some of the 
consumers. 

2. Charas and chur are not prepared and sold in 
turn district^ Flat ganja only ia produced and sold 
iu this district, and it is known by the name of 
ganja. 

"Bhang” goes under that name chiefly. 
Sometimes it is called subji or maya. 

3. I am not aware of this. 

4. 6 and 6. I do not know, 

7. Hemp is cultivated to a small extent in 
two talukas of this district, Olpad and Chorasi : 
vo l, vii. 


and the land used for this purpose may be about 
30 acres. 

8, In consequence of the restrictions imposed by 
the Abkari Act, for transporting and exporting 
ganja and bhang, and for their sale and possession, 
the cultivation was given up owing to its being 
troublesome and uuremunerative. 

9. The soil required for hemp cultivation ought 
to.be best yellow or sandy. It cannot grow in black 
soil. The ground requires to be well ploughed, 
and ought to be frequently weeded. Two crops 
can be obtained during one year, but not in the 
same land. Kbarif crop is said to possess more 
narcotio properties than the rabi. 

10. The cultivators are of the same class as 
other agricultural cultivators. 

11, 12 and 13. I do not know. 

14. Bhang is produced in this district in Olpad 
and Chorasi talukas, but ganja and charas are 
not prepared in this district. 


r 
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15. The following is the method d£ manufac¬ 
turing bhang:— 

After cutting the plants and allowing them 
to dry for some days they are tied up 
in bundles and taken to the threshing 
floor in order to separate the seeds and 
leaves from the stalks and then passing 
through a sieve to remove the broken 
small twigs and rubbish from it. 

16. Bhang is prepared by the consumers in 
their own houses and sometimes at the licensed 
vendor's shop, where they drink on the premises. 
Gatija can be prepared from the hemp plant 
wherever grown, but I am unable to say whether 
ganja or charas can be prepared from the wild 
plant wherever grown. 

17. By no particular class of people which 1 
can mention. 

18. Bhang deteriorates in quality after twelve 
months, so the ganja loses to some extent its in¬ 
toxicating qualities after twelve months or more, 
and becomes unfit for smoking. The above is the 
period for which bhang and ganja^reraain in good 
condition with ordinary care. Generally damp 
weather affects them, from which they ought to 
be protected. Want of such care leads to their 
early deterioration ; no special remedies are known 
by which their quality can be preserved longer. 

19. Charas is not imported ia this district, nor 
is it obtainable. Ganja is almost used foT smok¬ 
ing only, To a very limited extent it is used in 
the preparation of majum, pak or yakuti. The 
majum prepared with the admixture of ghee ob¬ 
tained by boiling small leaves, and if it is prepared 
with cave and skill, can he kept in good order for 
about five or six months. 

30. Generally all classes of people in all locali¬ 
ties smoke ganja; even some of the people of 
higher classes do smoke. 

In this district about 8 per cent, of the popu¬ 
lation are habitual ganja smokers, chiefly fakirs, 
sadhus and hairsgis, 

21. Flat ganja is more preferred for smoking; 
round ganja is not generally used here, 

22. Charas is not used nor sold in this district. 

28. Bhang is not used for smoking. 

24. People more or less in this district drink 
bhang during the hot season as a cooling bever- 
age, but no one seems to eat the same. 

25. Bhang is used to a limited extent for drink¬ 
ing. As to the extent of the use of ganja, please 
see answer to question No. 20. The consump¬ 
tion of ganja and bhang in this distict is on tbe 
decrease owing to their increased price, which pre¬ 
vents the poor classes of people using them to the 
same extent as they used to do before. Also the 
decrease is due to increasing general use of liquor 
in these days, specially cheaper kinds of Europe 
spirits. 

26. fa) About 60 to 70 persons may be said as 
moderate consumers and may spend one pie to 
three pies on ganja per day. 

(i) Out of hundred ganja smokers three to four 
persona- may be excessive smokers. They may 
spend about half au anna per dav for it. Gene¬ 
rally they do not consume the whole quantity to 
themselves, but such consumers have one or more 
companions to whom they geneially contribute 
some quantity out of their own. 

{<?) About 10 per cent, may be occasional snook¬ 
ers, i.e^ those who do not themselves buy ganja. 


but avail themselves of the offers made bj their 
friend smokers. 

27. Tbe smoking of ganja is confined generally 
to the lower classes of people. No such limitation 
is met with as regards the use of bhang, 

The same remarks apply to this answer as men¬ 
tioned in No. 26. 

28. Please see my answer to question No. 26, 

29. Tobacco is ordinarily mixed with ganja 
when used for smoking ; generally equal quantities 
of ganja and tobacco are mixed together, It is 
said that to suppress the bad smell of ganja and 
to have moderate effects of the same, they gene¬ 
rally mix tobacc, So far as I know dhatura is not 
used with ganja. 

“ Bhang massala ” is not kept ready made for 
sale by the bhang-vendors, but consumers of 
bhang generally bring as many ingredients as they 
like, according to their taste, from grocers, 

30. Consumers of bhang and ganja generally 
prefer to he in company of one or more persons, 
except those who indulge in smoking ganja 
secretly, Generally ganja-smoking is confined 
to the male sex, and persons of all ages smoke it. 
Some of the females, wives, and other relatives of 
sadhus and bairagis who wander about the country 
also smoke ganja. Bhang beverage is sometimes 
partaken of by femaleB and children, but very 
seldom ; but gapja is not given to children to 
smoke. 

31. The habit of smoking can be acquired if it is 
smoked for about ten or twelve times ; moderate 
consumers can break off Ihe habit if they abstain 
from it for a short time. Excessive smokers of 
ganja may find difficulty in breaking off the 
habit, and for some days without it they may 
suffer from want of appetite, indigestion, and do 
not feel inclined to work. Moderate smokers 
may suffer also, but to a slight extent. 

82. Generally in the worship of Shiva on the 
Maha Shivaratri day some preparation of bhang 
is sprinkled over the Shiva Lingum, and some 
placed in a vessel near it as an offering which is 
afterwards distributed amongst the worshippers 
who may have gathered there; such is the prac¬ 
tice going on in Borne of the mandirs. The 
consumption in this ceremony is not likely to 
become a habit, as generally the worshippers there 
who are addicted to its use receive and drink 
only a little quantity which can be held in the 
palms of their hand. 

38. Bhang-drinking is not looked upon as 
degrading if taken in a moderate quantity ; even 
a respectable person would not mind hie friend 
knowing that he occasionally takes bhang. 
With regard to gauja-smoking the case is differ^ 
ent, because in higher classes it is looked .upon 
as unbecoming and disgraceful. It is considered 
to be intended for mendicants, bairagis and fakirs. 
There is no such custom of worshipping the hemp 
plant ou any occasion in this district. 

84. It would be a serious privation to fakirs, 
bairagis and sadhu mendicants, and such habitual 
smokers to be compelled to forego tbe use of 
ganja. Generally these people live on alms, and 
from their co-religionists, among whom liquor 
drinking is treated as sin as it cannot be con¬ 
cealed, while they can receive sympathy and alms 
from the members of their community, and also 
they can conceal the effects of smoking ganja. 
Such mendicants in order to pass away their time 
and to remain free from the effects ©f (heir anxie¬ 
ties require some intoxication. As long as there is 
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nothing else equally cheap and effective to take 
the place of ganja, the consumers can be content 
with this drug. 

S5. The prohibition may not amount to any¬ 
thing like a political danger, but the discontent 
among the lower and ignorant classes would be 
great, so entire prohibition is not advisable. 
It would, however, I consider, lead to increase in 
the consumption of alcoholic stimulants. I think 
that the use of alcohol is gradually taking the 
place of bhang among the better class of con¬ 
sumers in this district, probably owing to the 
facilities in obtaining low-priced foreign spirit, 
the importation of which has increased during the 
recent years. 

36. I consider the use of alcohol is gradually 
taking the place of bhang among better classes of 
people in this district, probably due to the in¬ 
creased facilities, especially in towns, for obtain¬ 
ing cheap foreign spirits, the importation of 
which seems to have increased enormously. 

37. 1 have already mentioned above that charas 
is not produced nor sold in this district. Those 
who have smoked charas say that its effects are 
much stronger than those of ganja, and a small 
quantity of it produces more intoxication. 

38. Only flat ganja is sold and consumed in 
this district, so I am unable to furnish inform¬ 
ation on this subject, 

39. Bhang is used for drinking purposes, and 
ganja for smoking. The habitual smoking of 
hemp preparations is more injurious than the 
eating or drinking of bhang. 

40. Bhang is sometimes used by native doctors. 
In the treatment of cattle disease bhang or ganja 
is not used in this district. 

41. (a) Those who are even moderate consumers 
of ganja do not feel hungry till they smoke it 
It is said to increase appetite or strengthen diges¬ 
tion. In the case of such consumers sometimes 
it assists digestion, and it is smoked with that 
object after having a heavy meal at caste dinners. 

(b) Consumers think that ganja-smoking always 
helps to undergo exertion and fatigue. / 

(a) Ganja is not used as a febrifuge, but bhang 
is sometimes used in cases of fever by some 
persons. 

(d) I do not know. 

Persons in well-to-do circumstances do not, 
except in some cases when travelling, smoke 
ganja to counteract the effects of bad water. 

42. As far as I know, moderate use of ganja is 
not harmful, nor is it beneficial. In moderate use 
if the consumers are in a position to get proper 
quantity of food, milk, and ghee, it will not pro¬ 
duce bad effects. It is very injurious and weak¬ 
ens-.the consumers, specially those persons who 
are not able to get sufficient food, I have come 
to these conclusions after having consultation with 
some of the ganja-smokers. 

43. Yes. 

44. The habitual cousumer of ganja feels 
hunger soon after smoking it, as it produces in¬ 
toxication, and the smoker feels refreshed. In 
some cases the effects do not last for more than 
two hours, and if a consumer does not get smok¬ 
ing at its time, he <eels sometimes headaches or 
uneasiness. 

45. Kindly see answer to question No. 42. 

Young persons in habit of smoking ganja for 
some time are induced to incur habits of debau- 
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ohery, but not so great as caused by other intoxi¬ 
cating things. Ganja taken in large quantity 
for smokiug may produce insanity in a few eases. 

46 and 47. I do not know. 

48. I don’t think the habitual, moderate, or 
excessive use is likely to become hereditary habit 
or to affect the children of such consumers. 

49. It is not used as an aphrodisiac, nor is it 
used by prostitutes. The excessive smoking of 
gattja may bring impotency, and so it is used by 
sadhus for this purpose. 

50. Excessive use for a length of time might 
produce impotency. 

51. Ganja smokers and bhang drinkers are not 
supposed to be connected with orimes in general 
or with crimes of any special character. 

52. I 'do not think that excessive use of any 
of these drugs has any connection with general 
or special class of crime. However, in one ease 
to my knowledge it so occurred that in November 
1885 in Broach certain Talavias having gathered 
together one morning, and after smoking ganja, 
committed a riot in that town, in which the Su¬ 
perintendent of Police, Mr. Prescott, was killed. 
Further particulars, if required, may be obtained 
from Broach. 

53. The above is the only case I know of. 

54. Generally it is not so, but the above case 
came to my notice which 1 have mentioned al¬ 
ready. 

55. I do not think that the different prepara- 
tions of hemp are so used, but ganja, I should say, 
might induce such persons to commit crimes if 
partaken in a large quantity by persons unaccus¬ 
tomed to its use. 

56 . The effects of ganja are modified by mixing 
tobacco and those of bhang by mixing different 
Spices. 

57. I do not know. 

58. The Excise Administration regarding hemp 
drugs is working well, and I do not See what 
further suggestions I can offer as to its improve¬ 
ment. 

59 and 60. I do not know. 

61. Charas is not made in this district. 

62. I do not know. 

63. I have no objection to offer to the present 
system of its working. 

64. I do not know. 

65. I have no suggestion to make in this con¬ 
nection. 

66 and 67. I cannot say. 

68. In the city of Surat and in the district the 
preparations of bhang and ganja are only sold. 
There are 22 shops in this district, and the annual 
consumption is 50 maunds of ganja and 40 of 
bhang, 

69. The wishes of the residents of the locality 
are very seldom consulted in this district before 
opening a shop therein. Such objections are very 
seldom raised. I do not remember a single case 
known to me. Preparations of hemp are very 
often sold by grain-sellers, tobacco, shopkeepers, 
and their sale does not appear objectionable to 
neighbours. 

70. This district is surrounded by Gaekwari 
territory, and in old Gaekwari time ganja and 
bhang were no doubt smuggled from these States, 
but the introduction of the license system in 

u2 
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Gaekwari territory lias prevented smuggling, and 
owing to this the increased sale of bhang and 
ganja had taken place since the new system intro* 
dueed in Gaekwari territory, 

Letter from the Collector of Broach, ap¬ 
pended to Nanabhoy Oowasji’s evidence. 

Replying to your letter No. 9, dated 21st ultimo, 
I have the honour to inform you that the riot 
referred to took place at Broach iu November 
1885. The rioters were a band of Talavias (an 
aboriginal depressed tribe) who, under stress of 
poverty and on account of various imaginary 
grievances, had combined to urge a demand for sub¬ 
sistence, laud, etc., upon the authorities. Failing 
to get satisfaction they remained for some time 
under the influence of a “ Bhagat," or religious 
leader, who excited their fanaticism by a promise 
of the Raj of Broach. He told them (and probably 
believed) that he could turn bullets into water, 
should they attack the English authorities, and 
actually went through a ceremony of planting his 
flag on one of the Broach bastions. The proceed¬ 
ings of this small band of outeastes, who seldom 
assembled in Any numbers, attracted little atten¬ 
tion and, when noticed, were regarded as the 
harmless pranks of a few ignorant beggars. On 
the occasion in question, however, about 200 of 
the Talavias came together and marched to the 
Collector's bungalow, armed with bows and arrows 


61. Evidence of 

51. My experience, based on over twelve years' 
service in the Bombay City and District Police, nega¬ 
tives the first portion of this question. The moder¬ 
ate use of the drugs has no material effect on crime 
in general or on crime of aDy special character. 

&2. The excessive use of any of the drugs is not 
indulged in bv bad characters to any calculable 
extent. Crime in general is not influenced by the 
small percentage of the criminal olass who go in for 
excessive indulgence. Isolated cases of violent 
crime do sometimes oocur, perpetrated by persons 
under au excessive influence of bhang unintentionally 
brought about. These instances are, however, rare. 

58. Occasional excessive indulgence in bhang has 
a tendency in non-habitual consumers to crimes of 
unpremeditated violence, much in the same way as 
the effect of alcohol on certain temperaments. I 
know of no case in which an excessive indulgence 
in this drug has led to homicidal frenzy. 

54. Not as a rule, except in cases of habitual 
consumers, who indulge in it to steady their nerves, 
in the same way as an ordinary consumer of alcohol 
would resort to his peg before entering upon an 


and clubs. They were regarded as ordinary pro¬ 
cessionists and were not interfered with. Failing 
to find the Collector, they marched towards the 
town without apparently any precise object and 
on the road were overtaken by Mr. Prescott, 
District Superintendent of Police, whom, either 
mistaking him for the Collector or in a fit of blind 
fanaticism, they at once attacked and killed. Alter 
other less important outrages they came into colli¬ 
sion. with the pursuing police, who fired several 
volleys at them and put them to flight with the 
loss cf a few killed. Most of the rioters were 
apprehended before long, and after trial the leaders 
were hanged, the remainder being sentenced to 
transportation or various terms of imprisonment. 

2. The connection of these events with the 
consumption of ganja is very slight. I have examin¬ 
ed the record of the trial and other papers con¬ 
nected with the case, and find that the rioters are 
said by an approver to have started on the march 
to the Collector’s bouse after having “ first bathed 
and made the red mark and smoked ganja." I find 
no other reference to the subject. The District 
Judge in his finding merely remarks that the ac¬ 
cused acted as described by the approver. 

8. No doubt the rioters did smoke ganja, but 
there is nothing to show that they were in a state 
of ganja intoxication or that they took it otherwise 
than as they might have taken alcohol or any other 
stimulant before proceeding to an important under¬ 
taking. 


undertaking in which he desires to have his wits 
about him. 

65. Some of the class of criminals who drug 
people for the commission of crime use ganja as a 
means of bringing about stupor to facilitate the 
execution of their designs. Travellers on the road 
or putting up at dharmsalas are generally the 
victims iu these cases. The drug is administered 
under the disguise of a friendly smoke of tobacco, 
and is seldom administered pure, in order to avoid 
suspicion and to render the stupor more intense, as 
complete stupefaction cannot be induced by a 
moderate effeot of the pure drug such as would 
result from an ordinary smoke. I know of a 
case in which a man who was an habitual ganja 
smoker was rendered completely insensible by 
beinu given pounded dhatura seeds mixed with 
ganja to smoke. He was so completely stupefied 
that one of his legs was broken by being struck 
with a heavy stone without his being aware of it, 
Comple stupefaction can be induced by this drug 
alone without admixture if administered in suffi¬ 
ciently large quantities. 


Mb. J. A. Guilt kb, Inspector of Police , Munmad. 


62. Evidence of Kao Sahib Pranshankab., Brahmin , Inspector of Police, 

Detective Branch , Bombay. 


18. Yes, they deteriorate by keeping. Yes, after 
two years it quite loses its effect. With ordinary 
care these drugs will keep good for from eighteen 
to twenty-four months after they are first obtained 
from the plant. Contact of external air, exposure, 
evaporation, and consequent effects are the causes 
of deterioration. No special measures cau be taken 
to prevent deterioration. 


19. Ganja and eharasare only used for smoking. 

20. Sadhus, bairagis, fakirs, pardesis, some gold¬ 
smiths, some Brahmins, and even a few of the re¬ 
spectable classes smoke ganja and charas. Among 
the sadhus, fakirs, etc. the proportion may be about 
60 per cent., and among other classes the proportion 
varies from 1 per cent, to 3 per cent. 

21. Flat ganja is preferred for smoking, The 
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ganja considered best is known as balucbery ganja, 
which is eight times stronger than the ordinary. 

24, (A) Bhang is drunk by Brahmins, Shrawaks, 
Gdsains, Musalmans, goldsmiths, sadhus, etc., and 
«ve& by well-to-do classes in all localities. 

Among the Brahmins, Shrawaks, Gosains, the 
proportion of bhang drinkers is 25 per cent., and 
in others from 1 per cent to 10 per cent.. 

25. The use of ganja, bhang and charas is neither 
on the increase nor on the decrease. Taking the last 
fifteen years' experience, the use was on the increase 
for the first tea years; but for the last five years, 
the use of alcohol (liquor) has considerably counter¬ 
acted the slowly growing increase. Experience has 
shown that many ganja smokers and bhang drink¬ 
ers have left the drug owing to their intimacy with 
liquor. 

28. For ganja and charas the cost is — 

(a) i anna per day per head, 

(A) 1 anna per day per head. 

For bhang the cost is— 

(a) anua per day per head. 

(A) i anna per day per head. 

29. (a) With ganja, are mixed ordinarily 
tobacco and charas and nothing else. 

(A) With ganja dhatura is exceptionally 
mixed for stupefying the victim, or by habitual 
confirmed excessive smokers. Ganja is also washed 
with rose water or milk and opium or musk is 
sometimes mixed. 

With bhiing, ordinarily, only spices, such as 
pepper, saffron, nutmeg, cardamon, sugar, rose 
flowers are mixed for taste. Exceptionally dhatura, 
copper coins, jawar corn are mixed for extra¬ 
ordinary intoxication. Bhang massala is rarely 
sold in the marker, hut is prepared by consumers 
of bhang for ready use. They eat the powder. 
The ingredients generally are bhang, pepper, al¬ 
monds, and poppyseeds. There are various sorts 
of preparations made from ganja and bhang. The 
following are ordinary: 

(1) majura, sweetmeat, (2) yakuti, (3) chevda, 
a preparation of rice, (4) preserve of rose flowers 
called gulkand, (5) sakar pak, sweetmeat, (6) 
gram, (7) dry ginger, and several other things, 

Ghi or butter is prepared from bhang by the 
following processes :— 

Jgt,— A quantity of bhang is mixed with water 
and ghi is added. This is boiled for two hours. 
It is then removed and passed through a thin 
cloth, and tho bhang dust or refuse is separated. 
It is then allowed to cool, and the ghi is collected 
from the surface, the water being thrown away. 
The ghi thus collected is used to prepare various 
kinds of pleasant sweetmeats. 

2nd.—Instead of water milk is mixed and 
boiled. The bhang dust or refuse is separated 
and curd is added to the milk, and the same is 
kept for a nitrbt. Butter is then cburued out of 
the curd. This is more intoxicating thau the 
preparation obtained by the first process. 

80. Children never smoke ganja, but boys of 
and above fifteen years of age do smoke rarely. As 
for bhang, children of five years and upwards take 
it in exceptional cases. It is not usual for 
children to use these drugs. 

81. Yes, merely by company. In the begin¬ 
ning it is not difficult to break off; but if the 
duration of the habit is longer, theu it is difficult 


to break off. Yes, there is always a tendency 
for the moderate habit to develop into the exces¬ 
sive. 

32. I know of no such custom at all. 

83. The consumption of gaoja and charas is 
regarded with, disfavour by the respectable classes. 
The consumption of bhang is regarded with less 
disfavour. These drugs are considered sacred, as 
Mahadev, a god, used to drink and smoke it large¬ 
ly. Bairagis and worshippers use them on this 
account; but this doctrine does not find favour 
with the educated classes of the present day. 

84. Yes, to habitual excessive consumers and 
habitual moderate consumers it will be. The 
consumers in both the cases will be debarred from 
sharing or enjoying the consequent pleasure jn 
their estimation, and where any good from a 
medical point of view had been attained, the 
consumers would be most dissatisfied to lose it. 

For ganja —The habitual excessive consumers 
may be 1 percent. 

The habitual moderate consumers may be 3 per 
cent. 

For bhang —The habitual excessive consumers 
may be ten per cent. The habitual moderate 
consumers may be fifteen per ceut. 

85. Yes, but the drug will most probably be 
consumed by some illicit process. The prohibi¬ 
tion can be enforced only by legislation. The pro¬ 
hibition will occasion serious discontent among the 
consumers; but it would not amount to a political 
danger, (a), (A), Yes, certaiuly, 

86. Yes, to bad company, and a growing 
tendency to immorality. It is no shame to take 
liquor for a person who has no social restriction ; 
bat the taking of ganja and charas would be 
viewed with disfavour by almost all concerned. 
In the estimation of many castes, whereas liquor 
taking is not considered shameful, the smoking 
of ganja is a fruitful source of scandal. 

87. The effect of charas smoking is stronger 
than the same on account of ganja smoking. 

41. (a), (A) and (c) Yes. 

[d) By way of forgetting pain, allaying 
fatigue, anxiety, etc., and keeping jolly all round. 
Bhang is also used to give nerve power to the 
brain, and in this connection, Shrawak jewellers 
often drink it, and they profess to be better able 
to value jewels. 

42. It is beneficial, and the moderate use is 
harmless. The reasons are apparent from my 
replies to queries Nos. 41, 43, 44. 

43. Yes, quite. 

'44 It is exhilarating and inebriating. The 
individual under its effect is for the most part 
cheerful and agreeable. It is refreshing and pro¬ 
duces sleep, quieting the nervous system. It 
creates appetite. The effect lasts three hours 
generally. Except slight windiness or slight low¬ 
ness of spirits, and sometimes diarrhoea, there is 
no other after-effect. 

Yes, want of subsequent gratification produces 
longing and uneasiness. 

45 (a) None. 

(A), fc) and (d) No. 

(#) No ; but it does induce laziness. 

(/•) In moderate doses ganja and not bhang is 



134 


known rarely to lead to insanity. Such insanity 
is more o£ a temporary nature than permanent. 
The symptoms are liable to be reintroduced. Insanes 
often do confess to the use of ganja on recovery. 
There is good ground to believe that ganja in 
moderate doses leads to insanity, only if there are 
predisposing causes. I know ot a very recent 
case where a menial servant who showed symp¬ 
toms of weakness of intellect and had a bad com¬ 
pany turned insane by moderate use of ganja for 
two months. He has recovered after sis months 
in the asylum. 

I know of a bhang case, in which a boy aged 18 
years first took to moderate drinking of bhang. 
This was followed by occasional smoking of ganja 
in moderate doses. The boy went from moderate - 
to excessive use of both and turned insane, and 
has been suffering for the last eight years. He 
has not yet recovered ; but is showing signs of 
improvement of late. 

46. In large doses gauja and even bhang is 
known to lead to insanity, which is curable 
generally. The experience in a lunatic asylum 
is calculated to demonstrate this clearly. The 
average of persons admitted in the Ahmedabad 
Asylum as insane on account of ganja is six per 
year, calculating a five-year’s average. The average 
per year of such insane ganja smokers cured and 
discharged is three. This shows that 50 per cent, 
are curable. 

49. Yes, especially by a few prostitutes. 

61. No, I believe tbe moderate use of the drugs 
has no connection with crime at all. This is best- 
known by the fact that out of the total number of 
persons annually convicted and sentenced there 
are few such consumers—perhaps from three to 
five in a jail, where the number annually is 
1,700. 

52. My reply to this is the same as above. 
Excessive use may lead to unpremeditated violent 
crime in a few cases. I have access to all jails in 
my official capacity, and reply to this by experi¬ 
ence. 

53. Rarely. Ganja may do so, but not 
bhang. 

54. No, but alcohol is. 

65. Yes, but dhatura is often mixed. Yes in 
large doses, complete stupefaction can be induced 
without admixture. 

68. Yes, I should have no objection to allow the 
houses or shops, as they are harmlesss, and often 
serve to assist in the detection of crime. 

Oral evidence. 

Question SB .—Persons who are in the habit of 
smoking ganja require some sort of stimulant, 
JBairagis and labourers being poor people, would 
turn to dhatura, which they can get for nothing. 
Such people want a stimulating drug and not a 
sedative like opium. I know no other drug which 
would suit such people’s tastes. Dhatura would 
be smoked with tobacco. The supply of dhatura 
is unlimited. People who can afford it will take 
to toddy or country liquor. Regarding the 
change to dhatura, I was referring to excessive 
consumers who want violent stimulant. Moderate 
consumers might not adopt an alternative drug. 

I have seen Bairagis smoking dhatura. The city 
of Broach is holy because of its situation on the 
Narbadda. It is much frequented by the pil¬ 
grims of the Narbadda. I have therefore had 
many opportunities of observing sadhus. My 


statement that dhatura is a violent intoxicant ig 
based on information given me by these people. 
I may say that dhatura is commonly used even 
now, but by ascetics and fakirs only. The 
higher classes regard it as a dangerous drug. The 
fakirs do not; but the lower classes who do not 
use it are afraid of it at present. I have seen the 
effects of dhatura taken in meat or drink. I don’t 
think the symptoms consequent on dhatura poison¬ 
ing are those found in a madman. 

Question 45 .—The second case 1 have described 
has not gone into an asylum. I have known the lad 
for the last sixteen yeai s. He was about ten years 
old when I made his acquaintance. He belongs to 
the place where I reside, my native town Surat. 
I am in a position to know him intimately. He 
began to take bhang in the form of drink 1 at eleven 
years of' age. The people with whom he was 
living took bhang, and he therefore learnt the 
practice. His doses gradually increased during 
five or six years. Then he began to smoke ganja, 
and gradually exceeded with that drug also. In 
two or three years hp began to show symptoms of 
madness. He got- steadily worse. There was no 
improvement till recently, during the last six 
months. He has now left off taking both bhang 
and ganja. He was indulged with bhang by his 
friends out of pity after he became mad : but his 
ganja was stopped. For the last three years the 
bhang also has been discontinued. The small 
doses of bhang affected him differently at 
different times. They sometimes excited and 
sometimes soothed him. The father and grand¬ 
father of the boy were healthy, and the family 
were healthy. The mother became insane in her 
later years, when the boy was about fourteen years 
old. No member of tbe family took bhang ; but 
tbo connections with whom he lived did so. I 
can recall no Other case of insanity which has not 
gone into an asylum. 1 have had to hold the 
police enquiry into one or two eases of lunatics 
picked up in Broach city. I waB Police Inspector 
there. In those cases the insanes were ultimate¬ 
ly handed over to their relatives, who turned up 
afterwards. The result of the enquiry in these 
cases was reported to the Magistrate. The report 
in one case slated that the man was violent, in 
another dangerous to others. I can’t remember 
enquiring into tbe cause of insanity in these 
eases or making any reports on that pointj but 
tbe particulars of the man’s condition and the 
necessity for keeping him iu custody were stated. 
This report was not on a printed form, but on the 
form of an ordinary report. 

Question 51.—I am speaking from my 
knowledge of the population cf the Ahmedabad 
jail. Comparing the proportion given in my 
answer 20, I hold the opinion that the proportion 
of hemp drug consumers in the jail is much 
lower than it is outside the jail walls, and I realize 
that this shows that there are very few criminals 
who use the hemp drugs. I have seen most of 
the prisoners in almost all the jails in the presi¬ 
dent, and in the course of my duty, as connected 
with* the detective branch of the police, had occa¬ 
sion to questioiy'and examine them closely on various 
points. I have paid special attention to this 
point, and am confident of the soundness of. my 
opinion. My statement covers convicts admitted 
into the jail for all offences. In regard to alcohol 
also, 1 maintain that the proportion of criminals 
in jail who are consumers is smaller than that 
among the outside population ; but it is larger than 
in the case of the hemp drugs. In regard to opium 
the proportion is about the same as for alcohol. I 



135 


base my opinion on my general experience and the 
statements of tlia prisoners themselves. The 
jail records give no information on the fact 
whether the convicts are consumers of the hemp 


drugs. I have not questioned each of the 1,700 
prisoners on the point. I have sought informa¬ 
tion from authorities and from prisoners regard¬ 
ing their fellow-prisoners. 


63. Evidence of Surgeon-Major-General P. S. Turnbull, Surgeon-General with 

the Government of Bombay, 


Oral evidence. 

Question 1 .—I am Surgeon-General with the 
Government of Bombay. I have been thirty-three 
years in the Indian Medical Service, all in this pre¬ 
sidency. I have been in military and civil employ; 
more than half of my service in the latter. I am 
Surgeon-General since February last. I have no 
special asylum experience, nor any special insanity 
experience, except as a visitor and inspecting offi¬ 
cer of asylums and prisons. I was Inspector-Gen¬ 
eral of Prisons in the Bombay presidency for two 
years. 

Question 45 .—I have no personal experience of 
the effects of the hemp drugs, on the people. Nor 
have I come to any very definite conclusions re¬ 
garding the connection of the drugs with insanity. 
From enquiry of medical officers in charge of asy* 
urns and others I have ascertained that they are 
said to be a cause of insanity'. 1 believe them to 
be an exciting if not a predisposing cause of in¬ 
sanity. 1 have not given the matter special atten¬ 
tion lately except in connection with statistics. 
The statistics show that a considerable proportion 
of insanes owe their insanity to the hemp drugs, 
I have no statistics beyond those contained in the 
asylum reports. The statistics do not distinguish 
between exciting and predisposing cause of insani¬ 
ty. It is eight or teu years since 1 was Inspector- 
General of Prisons. A ceHaiu number oE prison¬ 
ers was annually shown as having been transferred 
to asylums, but the effects of the drugs on crime 
generally did not oome under my observation, I 
cannot say wh^t proportion of the prisoners so 
transferred owed their insanity to the hemp drugs. 
Nor can I say that I remember for certain that 
any of them were hemp cases. 

I know the procedure followed by the Civil 
Surgeon in dealing with cases of insanity referred 
to him for observation. My impression is that 
hemp drug insanity differs from other insanity 
simply in respect to its cause. The cause can 
therefore be satisfactorily ascertained only by 
history. This would be true also of all kinds of 
insanity. To diagnose cause it is essential to have 
an accurate history. No accurate history could 
be derived from a man who oould not distinguish 
between coincident and causal connection. I am 
aware that enquiries in these oases are generally 
conducted by a subordinate officer of Police. Even 
if the Civil Surgeon or Superintendent of Asylum 


finds an opportunity of enquiring for himself, he 
is at the mercy of absolutely ignorant informants, 
but it is rarelyjtlie case that be has such opportunity. 
The information obtained in the manner described 
above has hitherto been accepted and acted upon ; 
but it is not in my opinion a trustworthy basis for 
any conclusion regarding the connection between 
hemp drugs and insanity. I, think further en¬ 
quiry is necessary. In my official capacity I have 
had no opportunity of making such enquiry, and 
this is the reason why I have used the word 
“impression” in regard to my views on the sub¬ 
ject. The enquiry into causation of all diseases is 
a part of the duty of the medical officer, in order 
to assist him in the treatment of the patient, but 
he has not the means of making such enquiry in 
these cases. The whole history and all facts con¬ 
nected with it ought at once to be entered in the 
case book as a guide to treatment. Any fact 
coming to knowledge should be so entered, and 
the register ought to he a record of reasonably 
ascertained facts. It is upon the register that the 
returns are based. There is a column in statement 
VII headed,“unknown,” which is intended for 
the entry of cases in which the cause has not been 
ascertained with reasonable accuracy. If this 
column was largely used, I should think it would 
be a matter of-censure on the person on whom the 
responsibility for enquiry rests. I do not think, 
looking at the present system, that such use q£ the 
column, provided it is iu accordance with the 
Magistrate’s information, would justify censure 
on the Superintendent of the Asylum, for he has 
to accept the material supplied by the Magistrate. 
But he would not he justified in entering a case as 
causa unknown if the Magistrate showed a cause, 
without referring it back to the Magistrate for 
further consideration. There is no actual rule 
that the Superintendent must accept the Magis¬ 
trate's record as to cause; but practically he must 
do so, unless he has information to the contrary. 
The diagnosis of coarse therefore rests with the 
Magistrate except in those cases in which the 
Superintendent may have an opportunity of in¬ 
vestigating the cause himself. I do not think 
it possible for a lay person to ascertain accurately 
the cause of insanity. There is too much tendency 
to jump to conclusions. A joint enquiry by the 
Magistrate and the Civil Surgeon, if feasible, 
would be the best possible; but it would be diffi. 
Cult to arrange sueh procedure. 


64. Evidence of Brigade-Surgeon-Lieutenant-Colonel G. A. Maconacbie, M.D., 

Principal, Grant Medical College , Bombay . 


1. None. 

2. Possibly ; hut I have never beard so. 

19. I have never met any one who used any 
form of hemp, so far as I know. 

23. Don’t know. 

28 and 29. Don’t kbow. 


30 to 32. Don’t know. 

36. Can’t say. 

37. Don't know. 

39 and 40. Don’t know, 

41. So far as I recollect, I never prescribed any 
form of Indian hemp for any purpose. 
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42, Being prejudiced against the drug when 
first studying Materia Medica, I have ignored it 
ever since, 

44. Don’t know. Writers on Materia Medica 
given certain uses for the drug, but they are so 
uncertain in their statements that I doubted their 
correctness, and have never used it. 


45 and 47. Don’t know. 

49. Don’t know. 

57. Have no experience. 

In conclusion, I already reported that I know 
nothing whatever about this drug, but have been 
again called on to make this report. 


65. Evidence of Brigade-8urgeon-L]eutenant-Colonbl J. Abnott, M.D., 
Physician in charge , St. George's Hospital, Bombay , 


1. Insufficient opportunities, appointments I 
have held affordiug no scope for such enquiries. 

80. I believe that these drugs are chiefly used 
by men. I have not seen them used by children. 

81. Yes. 

82. I believe bhang is used during religions 


festivals, and I have seen low caste Hindus appa¬ 
rently under its influence during the Muharram. 

41. Yes. 

42. I should consider them harmful, 

45, (d) to (g) Yes. 


66. Evidence o/S urgeon-Major D. N. Parakh, Parsi, Surgeon to the Gocul Bass 

Tejpal Hospital, Malabar Hill, Bombay. 


1. I have had very few opportunities; have met 
with only one case of a man “ running amuck ” in 
military practice; and have seen a few persons 
addicted to the habit, and four or five cases of 
poisoning by Cannabis indica , I have not had 
charge of any lunatic asylums, where alone cases 
are met with of insanity from this cause, and where 
suoh experience as would enable one to answer these 
questions Gould be gained. 

2. Yes. By the same names. 

41. Very moderate use of bhang increases ap¬ 
petite, and gives staying-power under severe ex* 
ertion. This I have noticed in the very few cases 
I have seen. It does not act as a febrifuge or pre¬ 
ventive of disease. By bhang I mean the infu¬ 
sion of the leaves and seeds commonly called subji. 

Bhang in the form of infusion I have known 
to produce the following effects in the persons who 
take it habituallyIt refreshes them, gives them 
pleasant ideas and increases the appetite. The 
after-effects are depression and mental obfuscation ; 
want of subsequent gratification does produce a 
longing. 

45. (a) Yes, mental. 

(c) Not, if bhang is moderately used. 

if) Yes. It acts as an exciting cause where 
there is a predisposition, but in the very few cases 
1 have seen there was no predisposition, and yet 
it caused insanity, homicidal in character and tem¬ 
porary. 

46. I have seen a case of “ running amuck ” attri¬ 
butable to this cause (ganja-smoking), the man 
running blindly and furiously and shooting at 
everyone he met on the road. I have seen an¬ 
other case where a wild maniacal delirium followed 
the excessive smoking, and the man ultimately 
became paralysed, 

49. I have seen some men use bhang as an 
aphrodisiac. Yes, to the last question. 

Oral evidence . 

Question l.—I am Member of the Royal College 
of _ Surgeons and L.R C.P. I attended the 
University College, London, I have served for 


nearly twenty years in the Indian Medical Service, 
partly with regiments, and for the last twelve 
I years in the Civil Department. I have had no spe¬ 
cial experience of insanity. The four or five cases 
of poisoning I refer to in my first answer Were cases 
of intoxication from ganja. They were brought to 
the hospital and treated there. They all recover¬ 
ed, and there were no serious results. I had 
no occasion to diagnose these cases from the 
symptoms, because the people said they had been 
taking ganja. Diagnosis from symptoms alone 
would have been very difficult. In one or two of 
tbe cases the contents of the stomach were pumped 
out as well as 1 remember; but they were not 
sent to the Chemical Analyser, because there was 
no question of foul play and no fatal result. 
Without the contents of the stomach diagnosis 
between dhatura and ganja would be practically 
impossible. 

Question 45 .—The eases I had in mind in my 
answer 45 probably include the eases referred to 
in answer 46, and my answer 45 should be taken 
as referring to excessive use as regards these cases. 
1 am not prepared with full details of the cases 
referred to, for I have no record of them. 

Question 46 .—There were two or three persons 
whom I had to send to asylums for insanity caused 
by the excessive smoking of ganja; but they oc¬ 
curred so long ano that I have no recollection 
either of the exact number of them or of their 
details. The last of these cases must have occur¬ 
red iu 1876 or 1877. As well as I remember, 
I did make enquiry in these cases regarding pre¬ 
disposition to insanity, and found no such causss. 
The two cases mentioned in answer 46 were not 
sent to the asylum, and are distinct from those 
referred to above. They occurred about the same 
time as the others, and I can give no more detail 
about them than is recorded in the answer. I be¬ 
lieve they were true ganja cases ; but I cannot be 
certain that no other drug was used. I cannot be 
certain that the insanes did not take liquor; hut 
there was no delirium tremens or other symptoms 
of alcoholic poisoning. The man who ran amuck 
was noisy and violent. He first killed the man 
against whom he had a grudge, and then turned 
his rifle against any other person he ckem across. 
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In the other case, there was great violence and 
delirium, which was followed by great depression, 
and finally the man became paralysed, as far as 
I remember. Acute mania was the prominent 
symptom in both oases. I have not seeu acute 
mania front the effects of dhatura, but am not pre¬ 
pared to say that it does not result. There is a 
variety of acute mania called transient mania. 
Ganja-smoking may be a cause of such mania; 
but it is not necessarily connected with toxic sub¬ 
stances, such as ganja and dhatura. I could not 
diagnose the transient mania that results from 
toxic causes from that due to other causes. I 
have never examined a brain of a ganja insane, 
nor have I read that any lessons are to be found 
in such cases. I should accept Dr. Warden’s state¬ 
ment that they have not been discovered. The 
ultimate paralysis in one of the eases was not, I 
believe, due to ganja, aud was not consistent with 
the ganja theory ; but the other symptoms he had 
may have been caused by ganja. The diagnosis 
of a case of ganja insanity depends almost entire¬ 
ly on previous history. The suddenness of onset 
and other symptoms afford little guide to diagnos¬ 
is. The diagnosis is practically one “ by exclu¬ 
sion.” In attributing the insanity iu these cases 


to ganja, 1 cannot say that I am satisfied that I 
excluded all other causes. The diagnosis in the 
two cases rested on statements made by the 
friends, I had no experience at that time of the 
moderate use of the drugs. The only cases I saw 
were those described. Since 1876 to 1877 I have 
seen no eases of insanity arising from ganja- 
smoking or the use of the hemp drugs in any 
form. These last, twelve years I have been in civil 
surgeoncies for three years, and for nine years in 
charge of the Gokaldass Hospital. This hospital 
does not admit insanity eases. If we suspect 
insanity, the patient is handed over to the police, 
who make arrangements for disposing of him. 
The man who ran amuck did not come to hospital, 
and the case was not under my observation. He 
shot himself. I cannot say exactly whether the 
man was intoxicated or insane; but it was ganja 
which upset him. I ennnot say whether it is 
possible to differentiate between intoxication and 
insanity caused by the hemp drugs, except in the 
matter of duration of the attack. This attack 
lasted, as far as I know, only a few minutes. I 
know nothing of the man’s state before he ran 
amuck except that he smoked ganja. 


67. Evidence of Sttegeon-Majob H. W. B. Boyd, Superintend nt, Colaba Lunatic 

Asylum, Bombay. 


1. About seventeen years’ service in India, 
during which I served three and a half yeavs with 
regiments, seven years as Civil Surgeon and Super¬ 
intendent of a Jail, and about three and a half 
years as Superintendent, Colaba Lunatic Asylum. 

2. Yes; they are locally known as (a) ganja, 
(#) chavas, and (c) bhang. 

19. Ganja and charas are both used for smok¬ 
ing. Ganja is also used in the treatment of cattle 
for diseases of the digestive system, and ganja 
mixed with tobacco is used as an application to 
local inflammations. 

23. Bhang is never used for smoking. 

28. (a) About 4 tolas, cost about 4 annas. 

(6) Up to 12 tolas, cost 1 rupee. 

The above refers to the use of ganja and charas 
used in smoking. As regards bhang, moderate 
consumers, about 2 annas worth per diem, and 
excessive consumers, 8 annas psr diem. No exact 
weight can be mentioned, as bhang is given in 
solution with sugar and bhang massala. About 
1 tola full -for moderate, and S tolas for exces¬ 
sive consumers. 

29, [a) Ordinarily tobacco (country) is mixed 
with ganja as well as with charas. 

(b) Dhatura is used sometimes with ganja to 
increase its intoxicant effects. 

Bhang massala contains bhang £ seer, sugar 1 
seer massala (consisting of almonds 2 tolas, pista¬ 
chio 5 nuts 2 tolas, poppy seeds 1 tola, aniseed £ tola, 
cardamoms vs of a tola, rose petals (fresh) 1 tola, | 
charolee 1 tola, plums or raisins 1£ tola, black 
pepper £ tola), water, cold, 24 ounces. 

80. Bhang is chiefly used in company; ganja 
and charas are also used in company. These 
drugs are also consumed in solitude, but to a 
limited extent. 

The use of these drugs is mainly confined to 
male sex; although it is also uBed to considerable 
extent among the lower class of females, such as 
Cbsmars and Dheds. It is not usual to give 
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these drugs to children, but in exceptional cases 
bhang is used in the form of bala golee, viz., pills 
mixed with aromatics, for colic in infants, and also 
as a sedative in restlessness of new-born infants. 

81. The habit is easily formed, and easily, left 
off. This refers only to the use of drinking bhang. 
The smoking of ganja and charas, however, is said 
to be difficult to leave off. There is a tendency to 
increase the drug. 

82. Smoking ganja and charas is prevalent in 
social meetings of a friendly nature. Bhang is 
very seldom used as a drink in religious ceremo¬ 
nies, though it is used considerably on holidays as 
Dewali, Dusseraj and pleasure parties. 

86. Ganja, charas and bhang are preferred to 
alcohol, as they are cheaper, and it does not appear 
that alcohol is substituted in their stead. 

87, Charas is a stronger preparation than ganja, 
and the intoxication produced thereby is more 
lasting iu its effects. The intoxication resulting 
from the use of ganja-smoking lasts usually for 
about a couple of hours. The intoxication pro¬ 
duced by bhang results in a condition of hilarity 
and hallucinations of a pleasurable nature, and 
during this condition the appetite is enormously 
increased, 

39. Smoking ganja and charas appears to be 
more injurious than the drinking of bhang, be¬ 
cause drinking is indulged in to a limited extent, 
while smoking the drug is indulged in to a larger 
extent. 

40. Ganja is commonly used as a medicine in¬ 
ternally in digestive disorders affecting cattle. 
It is used by native practitioners, hakims, etc., as 
follows:—Juice of fresh leaves are used to the 
head as a parasiticide ; it allays pain when dropped 
into the ear; also used as an astringent in 
diarrhoea, aud as a diuretic and to check gonor- 
rheeal discharges. The powdered dry leaves are 
used as an application to ulcers to promote granu¬ 
lations ; also used locally to check inflammations 
as erysipelas and as an anodyne to local neuralgias. 


x 
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41. (a) Native practitioners use it as such in 
small doses. 

(i) This is a popular belief, but of the truth 
of it there is no reliable evidence obtainable. 

(c) It is used as such in some parts of Bengal. 

It undoubtedly acts as a stimulant and seda¬ 
tive, and people accustomed to its use can bear 
hunger and work without food for a longer time ; 
so in this way it prevents bodily waste of tissues. 

42. I do. I have not known a case where the 
moderate use of the drug has done harm. 

44. Primarily stimulant ; secondarily anodyne, 
sedative and antispasmodic. Narcotic in large 
doses. In small doses it is said to allay hunger ; 
iu moderately large doses it is believed to inorease 
the appetite; diuretic and parturifacient proper¬ 
ties have been assigned to it, but these latter 
require confirmation. Narcotic and intoxicant 
effect usually lasts a couple of hours. Slight 
longing or uneasiness is felt by the want of it. 
No marked after-effects. The following have been 
noted as occurring after its use: — Dullness, lazi¬ 
ness, redness of the conjunctives, thirst, appetite 
increased. 

45. The habitual moderate use of these drugs 
produces, I think, no deleterious effects. I don't 
think it impairs the constitution or injures the 
digestion or appetite; neither have I known any 
cases where it caused dysentery, bronchitis or 
asthma; nor taken in moderation does it destroy 
the moral sense, nor induce laziness, though it 
undoubtedly stimulates, I think, the sexual ap¬ 
petite. I do not think in moderation it deadens 
the intellect or produces insanity. It has always 
appeared to me to bo simply the exciting cause of 
insanity. Of itself, and without any predisposing 
cause, it never excites symptoms of insanity when 
taken in moderation, vide paragraph 46. 

46. When taken in excess, and long continued, it 
impairs the brain and intellect, making the porson 
taking it heavy, stupid and listless. In this way 
it also impairs the moral sense and induces lazi¬ 
ness, with a tendency to immorality. I do think 
that it produces temporary acute mania when 
taken in very excessive doses, with or without 
any predisposing cause. This mania, where there 
is no predisposing cause, passes off in a short time. 
Where there is a predisposiug cause, it merely 
excites the disease, which may or may not be per¬ 
manent. This permanent form may, though com¬ 
mencing as acute, end in any form of insanity, 
according to its heredity or predisposing cause. If 
temporary insanity is caused, the symptoms are un¬ 
doubtedly set up again by the excessive use of the 
drug when resumed. There are, as a rule, no 
typical symptoms to distinguish it from insanity 
induced by other causes. Many insanes who have 
no recorded ganja history confess to the use of the 
drug. 

_ There is no doubt that there are insanes whose 
history shows they were addicted to the drug, 
who have been admitted to this asylum, and 
whose insanity was not due, iu my opinion, to it, 
and the use of it was either a coincidence or was 
taken as a medicine for the relief of pain, or to 
allay mental anxiety and brain disease. I have 
no evidenoe to prove that insanity may often 
tend to indulgence in the hemp drugs by those 
who are deficient in self-control through weakened 
intellect; but my opinion is that this is so. 

47 and 48, No. 


49. Yes; charas-smoking has the effect of in¬ 
creasing the sexual appetite, and is used for pro¬ 
ducing this effeot. The habitual use of the drug 
as an aphrodisiac is believed to produce impotence. 
Hindus are said generally to use bhang as. a drink 
in small doses for producing the effeot as an 
aphrodisiac. 

50. It is not used for this purpose in excessive 
doses. 

56. Among natives dbatura is sometimes mix¬ 
ed with ganja to increase the intoxication. 

57. Ganja is said sometimes to be eaten in a 
pan-ka-bidda.* In this form it produces slight 
intoxication; but this is only the case in excessive 
habitual consumers. 

57 {a). Besides ganja, charas and bhang, there 
is a preparation in the form of a sweetmeat in 
thin, square, semi-transparent, light-greenish 
pieces, about 2$ inches square. It consists of 
bhang, sugar, butter, flour and milk. This is also 
eaten to produce its intoxicant and narcotic effects. 
This preparation is known and sold in the bazars 
as under the name of majura. 

Oral evidence. 

Question 1 .—Apart from my Colaba Asylum 
experience I have had no special experience in 
insanity, though I had of course the usual Netley 
course. The Colaba asylum is my sole charge; 
but I have on two occasions officiated in other 
appointments in addition to my duties. I have 
acted as Professor in several chairs in the Grant 
Medioal College and as Third Ph 3 ’sician, Curator 
of the Museum and Pathologist in the Jamsetji 
Jeejeebhoy Hospital, as woll as Presidency Surgeon 
on several occasions. I knew of ganja-smoking 
before my asylum experience ; but I bad no oppor¬ 
tunity of studying its effects. I probably heard 
of it as a cause of insanity. 

I think that alcohol is muob more deleterious than 
hemp drugs. It produces organic changes in the 
system. I have inquired from others and have 
not found that such changes take place from hemp 
drugs. Nor do I know of them from my own 
knowledge. I think if they had existed, they 
would have been discovered ere this. Alcohol 
produces induration of Ihe brain when taken to 
excess for a prolonged period. It also produoes 
disease of the liver and other organs, which is not 
produced, so far as I know, by any of the hemp 
drugs. The hemp drugs “ impair the brain ” in 
the sense of impairing its activity without produc¬ 
ing pathological change. It would -be better to 
say that they “ impair the intellect.” I cannot 
remember at present other points of comparison in 
respect to injurious effects. The prolonged exces-' 
give use of ganja and charas (not bhang) makes a 
man heavy, dull, stupid ; but these same symptoms, 
and worse, would probably be produced by taking 
alcohol in excessive doses for prolonged periods. 
In regard to the moderate use, I think that it does 
no harm in either hemp drugs or alcohol. I have 
been speaking of and comparing the injurious ef¬ 
fects of the excessive use of both. I have not gone 
into asylum statistics on this point of the differ¬ 
ence between them in regard to insanity ; but my 
opinion is clear and (I believe) would be supported 
by statistics. As to opium, I think it less harm- 

* Pan-ka-bidda— a small three-cornered packet, usu ally 
fastened into shape by a dove, consisting of pan-leaf' betef- 
nut, ohunam and cardamom seeds. The above ingredient# 
wrapped up in the pan-leaf, and the edge of the leaf Asm .by?* 
clove. 
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fu.1 than either whether it is eaten or smoked. I 
know of no organic change taking place in the 
human system from opium. The difference be¬ 
tween hemp drugs (except bhang) and opium is one 
of degree ; the excessive use of ganja or cbaras 
being more deleterious than opium. I think bhang 
is probably, if possible, less deleterious than opium. 
1 think that the opium and hemp drug habits are 
about equally practised. Therefore the Colaba 
Asylum statistics seem to bear out my view; for the 
admissions from hemp drugs are set down as higher 
than the opium cases. The alcoholic habit also is 
not extensively practised by'natives. I speak only 
of Bombay. There the use of opium and hemp 
drugs is more general among the natives than 
that of alcohol. I have no statistics, but give my 
own opinion only. The admissions to the asylum 
are from other parts of the country (principally 
Bombay and the surrounding talukas); but my 
remarks regarding the people generally are con- 
fined to Bombay. J. cannot say whether all the 
mill hands drink. 1 cannot give detailed statis¬ 
tics of different classes. I have only stated my 
general impression that there are more hemp drug 
than alcohol consumers in Bombay. 1 refer to 
hemp drugs taken as a whole. Those who in a 
year take hemp drugs are more numerous than 
those who take alcohol; but I think that the habi¬ 
tual consumers of alcohol are more numerous than 
the habitual consumers of hemp drugs. Ganja is 
habitually consumed, bhang (as a rule) more 
occasionally and by a large number of the popula¬ 
tion on festive occasions. 

Question 46 .—When a man is received in the 
asylum, papers in forms A and C are received 
with him. This constitutes all the information we 
reoeive as to previous history in respect to cause. 
Form C is all we have. The medical certificate 
form A usually deals with symptoms only and does 
not deal with cause. I find that form C is signed 
as a rule by the medical officer who examines the 
patient. He gets his information from various 
sources, generally from the patient’s friends, from 
personal observation, or any other source available. 
I have been Civil Surgeon. My experience was 
that I got the information regarding cause from 
the friends or from the police. Very often I had 
cases where no friends came. In such cases I 
trusted to the police or wherever I could get my 
information. 

At the asylum we supplement this informa¬ 
tion by enquiry from the patient’s friends when 
they visit the asylum. That is, when no cause is 
previouly assigned, or where a cause has been 
given and we are able from the friends to elicit the 
true facts of the case. We very seldom change 
an entry of cause already made from the inform¬ 
ation of the friends. The entry in our register 
is made immediately on the patient’s admission. 
The case is written up then, and the cause is entered. 
The patient is not kept under observation before 
entering cause, if any cause is given in the form. 
Frieuds come to visit insanes in the large majority 
of cases, when the patients are from the city of 
Bombay, but not generally otherwise. Any time 
between sunrise and sunset visits may be paid j 
but generally between one and four. Generally, 
therefore, the inquiries from friends are made by 
the senior apothecary (in my absence). He has 
no instructions, except that be is to make the 
inquiries where the entry in regard to cause is 
blank. He works at bis own discretion. If the 
patient’s friends alleged the ganja habit, that 
would be enough to make the entry of ganja as 
the cause, if we had no definite particulars as to 
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cause front the officer signing the forms. The 
apothecary would differentiate between the 
moderate and excessive use of the drug; but if 
only the moderate use were alleged, we would 
probably enter that cause if no other cause were 
elicited. This has been generally the practice. 
There is no record of the enquiry except the mere 
entry of cause. 

I think that if dhatura were used to increase 
intoxication (vide answer 89 (6)), that though 
generally similar in effeet to ganja, it would have 
a stronger eSeet in inducing acute maniacal symp¬ 
toms, but not in predisposing to permanent 
insanity. I do not think its effects are taken 
into account either in the police inquiry or by the 
apothecary. I do not think that ganja either 
predisposes to permanent insanity, though it 
produces symptoms of acute mania, I do not 
think that a case due to ganja would bo differen¬ 
tiated from a dhatura case except from the history. 
The symptoms are much the same. Dilatation 
of pupils is generally absent, I think, in hemp 
drugs cases, otherwise there is no differentiation 
of symptoms. The redness of eonjunotiva is also 
mentioned, and I have, I think, noticed it, though 
I have not paid attention to these symptoms 
until ’recently. I mean it is only in habitual 
consumers in excess that you have this dull eye 
with red and congested conjunctiva. I do not 
mean that this is a symptom of acute mania from 
hemp drugs. In transient mania you also get 
dilated pupils; but I doubt if- they would be so 
much dilated as in dhatura. In transient mania 
also the symptoms are of short duration. Without 
a history I think it would be difficult to diagnose 
between the form of insanity known as transient 
mania and dhatura insanity. I would not say 
impossible. Taking hemp drug insanity, dhatura 
insanity and transient mania, they all resemble 
each other: to differentiate them would require 
previous history and (if possible) pumping out 
of the contents of the stomach. I have once or 
oftener as Civil Surgeon of Dhulia pumped out 
the contents of the stomach. That was for treat¬ 
ment, not for diagnosis, as 1 was already in 
possession of the facts showing that the cases 
were dhatura poisoning. I have conducted post¬ 
mortem examinations in the asylum on deaths in 
the asylum. Of course we cannot do it if friends 
object. I have never seen tissue changes in the 
braiD, but I cannot remember any death of a hemp 
drug case in which I looked for pathological 
changes in the brain. I cannot refer to a case. 
I have never heard (I may add) of such changes. 
I have consulted the pathologist at the Grant 
Medical College; and he also has found no such 
cases, and is unaware that such changes exist. 
Takmg the important place that history holds in 
the diagnosis of cause, I thiuk that we have a 
very unsatisfactory basis. The history is often 
unreliable. Thus even ganja taken for relief 
against what is causing insanity may be entered 
as the cause. We do the best we can; and where 
a man is given to ganja-smoking, I think it 
should be put down in the absence of other known 
cause; for there we bave a tangible fact. I think 
there is no doubt that gau ja in excess does cause 
transient insanity. I refer only to the excessive 
use. As a scientific basis of any theory of the 
connection between insanity and hemp drugs, 
these histories are unreliable, but they are useful 
in giving a clue in respect to treatment, 

I take of the 1892 cases, No, 4, Damodbar. 
Here I have history (on further inquixyj of ganja, 
bhang and majum ; but nothing was noticed until 

X 2 



140 


the death of his wife and child, when he changed 
his habits and was found to have taken to drugs. 
There is no hereditary tendency; and I think 
that the history and symptoms both point to 
hemp drugs, though the bereavements may have 
had to do with it. I should therefore say the ' 
cause was hemp drugs. In Vitim’s case (No. 8) I 
have been unable to get further information. The 
man was sane with us; but he had to be shown in 
our books; and his friends said he had taken ganja. 
The case looks like it. 

In case No. 5, Moti Hemrai, I do not believe 
ganja was the cause : (1) The case was melan¬ 

cholia with excitement, not mania; this might be 
excited not caused by hemp drugs; (2) He died 

from dropsy and old age, shewing disease of 
kidneys, and possibly consequent disease of the 
brain; this would be sufficient cause; and (3J the 
prolonged absence of improvement, 

Case No. 10, Hirji Makji, is undoubtedly not a 
ganja case, I think. The man died of anosmia 
and fatty degeneration of the heart. 

Case No. 12, Vishnu Laxmon’s father, was epi¬ 
leptic. The man ate tobacco very largely, and 
his brother now attributes his insanity to this. 
He says be never saw him take ganja. Disap¬ 
pointment is often a cause of insanity where 
there is predisposition, as in this case from bis 
father’s epilepsy. He was also dissolute in life. 

I do not believe that this is a ganja case. 

Case No. 2, Yeso Ragho, is probably not a ganja 
case. The partial paraplegia shows that brain 
disease is the cause; and melancholia is the 
natural form for the disease to take in that case. 

I reject this as a ganja case. 

Case No. 11, Deolo, is a very doubtful case. I 
do not believe the insanity was primarily due to 
ganja, though that may have been the exciting 
cause. I have been unable to get more informa¬ 
tion in this case. 

Cases No. 8 (Motirara), No. 6 (Mahomed Saf- 
dar), and No, 7 (Chiataman) are cases where the 
cause rests on the statement of friends. 

In the first of these three cases, I have as¬ 
certained from the Aden Staff Surgeon that this 
man's companions denied that he ever smoked 
ganja; and the first class Magistrate writes that 
he cannot ascertain anything about the alleged 
ganja habit. I think myself that though a case 
of acute mania, it was not due to ganja, because 
it came on in a very insidious way which is un¬ 
usual in ganja, and was preceded by moroseuess 
and tendency to wander. Besides the long period 
under treatment is against the theory of hemp 
origin. 

In case No. 6 no information can be obtained. 
It is a doubtful case; the mau is still in the 
asylum, and not much improved and denies the 
use of ganja; but probably as a beggar he did 
use the drug, and that may have been the exciting 


cause; but that is only a probability, I would 
not remove this from the category of toxic in¬ 
sanity without better information, but I regard it 
as a very doubtful case. 

In case No. 7 I think that ganja was the excit¬ 
ing cause oE the insanity—the exciting cause only, 
because there was no improvement in this case. 
But after his discharge, the man suddenly recover¬ 
ed, and has not had another attack up to now. 
This is another reason for thinking it not a ganja 
case. If addicted to hemp drugs, he would pro¬ 
bably indulge and have a relapse. 

Case No. 1, Name's case, is in my opinion' a case 
of acute ephemeral mania due to hemp drugs. I 
think the outbreak of 26th July was simply anger, 
and had nothing to do with mental condition. I 
believe the information about ganja was obtained 
from his friends. 

Case No. 9, Gurudatt, is not a ganja case. The 
ganja may have been the existing cause, but not 
the predisposing cause. We have further inform¬ 
ation about the ganja habit before be was at 
present taken ill. But there was previous insanity 
also. I look on it as a case of tendency to insanity, 
possibly at the time excited by ganja, but not due 
to hemp drugs. 

In case No. 13 there is no further information. 
The fact of want of improvement is against ganja. 

I should not put the case down to hemp drugs. 
As now advised, I would not put it down as a 
ganja case, although I would still leave it on my 
books thus, simply as a clue. Though I believe 
the ganja could only be an exciting cause, if any. 

Three cases (No. 1, No. 4 and No. 8) out of the 
thirteen are all that I regard as hemp drugs cases. 

I therefore have now ground to conclude that out 
of all the admissions to tbo asylum in 1892, only 
three were due to hemp drugs, though hemp to 
my mind acted as an exciting cause in some of 
the others as shown above. I would only return 
these three as real cases of toxic insanity. I there¬ 
fore regard the system of reporting cases as an 
unsatisfactory basis for founding auy conclusion 
as to the connection between hemp drugs and 
insanity; but it is the best we have. I regard 
it as better not to enter cases in the “ unknown " 
column if we have any sort of evidence as to 
cause. The entry is only to assist ns. This must 
be borne in mind in estimating the value of our 
returns. The entry is made to prevent certain 
evidence being lost sight of, and it is so far reason¬ 
ably probable and is better than nothing. 

I think that the hemp drugs have been unfair¬ 
ly charged with causing insanity; the informa¬ 
tion, is largely inaccurate. And when we have no 
accurate information, we have to accept anything " 
that may seem to be a possible cause. Where a 
coincidence of ganja-smoking exists, the insanity 
is generally attributed to it, though iu my opi¬ 
nion often very unfairly. 


68. Evidence of Sukgeon-Lieutenant-Colonel M. L. Bartrolomettsz, M.B.,* 
Civil Surgeon , and Superintendent, Lunatic Asylum, Ahmedabad. 


1. Opportunities limited only to cases seen in 
the asylum. 

2, Yes; bhang, charas and ganja. 

19. Yes; so far as I know. 

28. Bhang is never u6ed for smoking, so far as 
I have been informed. 


28. (a) Smoke 2 pies weight of ganja, costing 
3 pies in value. 

(5) Smoke about a rupee's weight of ganja 
costing about eight pies. 

29. Ordinarily mixed with tobacco. I have 
heard of no other admixtures. 


* Wf3 summoned to attend at a meeting of the Commission for oral examination, bat was nnable to .appear. 
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I do not know of any preparation, such as 
bhang massala. 

80. Ganja is mostly used in this district, I 
believe, and is mainly confined to the male sex. 
Children never use it. 

31. Yes; but moderate consumers can also 
easily break it off; and there is no tendency for 
the moderate habit to develop into the excessive 
under ordinary circumstances. 

36. No. 

39. Most of the cases which were under my 
observation were cases of ganja-smoking result¬ 
ing in insanity. Certain constitutions seem more 
prone to insanity under the influence of ganja, 
either from abuse of the drug, or from injudicious 
use of it before the habit is formed, especially in 
early adult life. 

41. Not sufficiently acquainted with the subject 
to offer an opinion thereon. 

Under exceptional circumstances it may be use¬ 
ful under (a) and (£) to those accustomed to its 
use; but the probability is that its ill-effects in the 


long run counterbalance its beneficial effects; 
therefore I am inclined to say that even the 
moderate use of it is not to be encouraged. 

45. I have not seen a sufficient number of cases 
to enable me to give a definite opinion on the sub¬ 
ject discussed. That it brings about insanity 1 
have no doubt; but, as mentioned before, it i3 
the abuse of the drug, or the injudicious use of it 
by young people unaccustomed to its use, which 
unhinges the intellect. But the prognosis in 
these cases of insanity is generally favourable, 
the patient generally recovering within six or 
eighteen months when under treatment. Mania 
is the usual form of insanity, and on recovery 
the patient is liable to a relapse if be resumes the 
habit of ganja-smoking. This would lead me to 
believe that ganja-smoking is the predisposing 
cause of the insanity. There are no typical symp¬ 
toms. When insanity results from ganja, patients 
nu recovery generally attribute the cause to 
ganja. 

This is all the information I am in a position 
to offer with reference to ganja. 


69. Evidence of Stjrgeon-Lietjtknant-Colonel W. McConaghy, Civil Surgeon , and 

Superintendent, Lunatic Asylum, JPoona. 


1. Reference to books, conversations with per¬ 
sons familiar with their uses, and observations 
on patients whilst under treatment in asylum, etc. 

a. Yes; flat ganja is usually procurable here- 
They are locally known as bhang, charas (not 
generally used here) and -ganja. 

19. In the absence of bhang, ghota, which is 
prepaved by making or rubbing down ganja in a 
vessel, and mixing it with water, is occasionally 
drunk as a substitute for bhang. 

23. Bhang is never used for smoking. 

28. Habitual moderate consumers of bhang 
require half a pice worth or one tola per day. 
An excessive consumer requires two annas worth or 
from 15 to 20 tolas daily. A moderate consumer 
of ganja requires about half a tola, costing about 
half an anna. An excessive consumer of ganja 
requires about four times the above amount. 

29. Bhang is rubbed into a thin paste with 
water. More water is then added to it, and ordi¬ 
narily mixed with sugar and black pepper. Excep¬ 
tionally, in addition to the before-meutioned, poppy 
seeds, rose petals, fennel, nutmeg and almonds are 
added to give it flavour and taste, and rarely kasni 
seeds (Cichorium endivia). Dhatura is sometipaes 
added to bhang to increase its intoxicating pro¬ 
perties, 

Ganja is generally mixed with an equal quan¬ 
tity ot' tobacco to moderate its action, and excep¬ 
tionally with dhatura or opium to add to its intox¬ 
icating properties. Among gosains and bairagis 
a mixture of ganja, dhatura, nux vomica, aconite, 
opium, and even, it 13 said, white arsenic and ras 
kapur (an impure mixture of mercurial chlorides) 
is used for smoking and called <c papehratni 
chillum." 

Charas is said to be generally mixed with six to 
eight times its bulk of tobacco to moderate its 
action. 

Yes ; bhang massala consists of black pepper, 
fennel, rose petals, poppy seeds, nutmeg and 
kasni seeds. 

80. The consumption of these drugs is practised 


both in solitude and company; but, it is said, to a 
greater extent in company. It is chiefly confined 
to the male sex. The habit is generally contracted 
after puberty. Women and children do not, as a 
rule, use these drugs. Some prostitutes are known 
to use bhang and ganja. 

31. The habit of taking these drugs is not easily 
formed; but when formed, it is difficult to break 
off. There is a tendency in moderate consumers 
to develop into excessive consumers. 

32. Bhang being considered a favourite of the 
god Shiva, it is drunk by many on Mulia Shiva- 
vatra day. It is not considered essential, and is 
generally taken in moderation. It is indulged in 
during the Shimga holidays for creating mirthful 
sensations, and usually temperately. The practice 
is not likely to lead to (he formation of the habit 
or be otherwise injurious. 

36. There is not sufficient reason for thinking 
that alcohol is now being substituted for any of 
these drugs. 

37. Charas and ganja produce immediate intoxi¬ 
cation, the effect of the former lasting longer. 
Ganja-smoking does not lead to excessive nar¬ 
cotism, and the effects pass off sooner. The nar¬ 
cotism induced by bhang will vary with the 
quantity drunk. It comes on later and lasts for 
a longer time than that from ganja. 

39. No; the reverse is generally considered to 
be the more correct. Ganja and charas-smoking 
are more injurious than bhang-drinking, in conse¬ 
quence of the nervous system being more readily 
affected through the pulmonary than the digestive 
system. The above statement is supported by the 
admission into the asylum in 1892 of six eases 
attributable to the use of hemp drugs. Of these, 
five were due to gauja-smoking and only one to 
bhang-drinking. The type of insanity resulting 
from excessive use of hemp drugs is almost in¬ 
variably mania of the acute form. 

40. They are never prescribed alone by native 
vaidyas or hakims; but bhang forms an ingredient 
of some prescriptions. Bhang is used in tne treat¬ 
ment of cattle-disease. 
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41. (a) The moderate use of ganja or bhang is 
eaid to he beneficial to the digestive system and to 
give (6) staying-power under severe exertion; 
(c) and (d) it does not serve as a febrifuge or pre¬ 
ventive of malaria. 

42. The moderate use of these drugs is pro¬ 
bably harmless. I have known a few moderate 
consumers of ganja and bhang to enjoy good 
health and long life. 

44. The moderate habitual use of these drugs, 
especially bhang, is refreshing, slightly intoxi¬ 
cating, and creates appetite. The effects last for 
about six to eight hours. Peeling of depression, 
blunting or impairment of taste, slight feeling of 
heaviness in head are the usual after-effects. The 
want of subsequent gratification causes longing 
and uneasiness. 

45. The habitual moderate use of bhang or 
ganja does not injure the constitution in any way. 
It does not injure digestion or cause loss of appe¬ 
tite. It does not cause dysentery, bronchitis, or 
asthma. It does not impair the moral sense or 
induce laziness or habits of immorality or debauch¬ 
ery. It does not deaden the intellect or produce 
insanity. 

46. The habitual excessive use of bhang or ganja 
impairs the constitution, injures digestion, causes 
loss of appetite and bronchitis, impairs the moral 
sense, and induces laziness. It may deaden the 
intellect aud produce insanity, especially in those 
predisposed to nervous nffeotions. The type is 
generally acute mania, and in about 60 per cent, 
of a temporary nature. Patients discharged cured 
aro liable to a recurrence of mania if the ganja 
habit is resumed on returning home. The 
majority of insanes from ganja usually confess 

o having taken the drug. 

47. The habitual moderate use does not appear 
to be a hereditary habit and does not affect the 
children. 

48. I am not aware of any case in which the 
habit could be considered hereditary, or the 
children in any way affected by its use. 

49. The moderate use of bhang or ganja is 
practised as an aphrodisiac, and said to be used by 
some prostitutes for this purpose, The use as an 
aphrodisiac is more injurious than that as an 
ordinary narcotic, as it may iuduce to sexual 
excesses. It does not produce impotence. 

50. The excessive use of these drugs may lead 
to impotence. 

56. The effects of hemp drugs in moderation 
and excess are modified by the administration of 
the following substances, viz., dhatura and opium 
increase intoxicating effect, nux vomica and can- 
tharides appear to increase the aphrodisiac action. 

57. "When ganja or ebaras is eaten or drunk, 
the effects are more marked than in the case of 
bhang. Ganja or ebaras is rarely taken in this 
way, and then only in the absence of bhang. 

57. (a) I cannot offer any further information 
on these points. 

The above questions have been answered in con¬ 
sultation with Assistant Surgeons Rao Saheb 
Bhicajee Amroot Chobhe and Dattu Ganesh Sab- 
nis, teachers in, the Byramjee J, Medical School, 
Poona, the former of whom has considerable local 
experience in these subjects. 

Oral evidence. 

Quetiion 1 .—I have bad no special experience in 
England regarding insanity, I am of nearly t wenty- 


five years* service, the last fifteen of which have 
been passed in civil employment. I have been in 
oharge of the Dharwar Lunatic Asylum for about 
six or seven years, the Colaba Asylum for a very 
short period, the Poona Asylum for broken periods, 
amounting to about two years. I was only in 
charge of the Poona Asylum for the last three 
months of the year 1892. 

Question 29 .—I have seen a number of eases of 
supposed dhatura poisoning. I have never seen dha¬ 
tura used with the hemp drugs. The information on 
this point was obtained from the Senior Assistant 
Surgeon. So also as regards “ paneb ratni ” my 
information is second-hand. I believe it is true, 
as stated in my answer 66, that unx vomica aud 
canthnrides increase the aphrodisiac properties of 
the hemp drug. These drugs are generally mixed 
with bhacg in the liquid form. I have seen a 
liquid preparation which was said to contain these 
drugs, though I have never seen it actually pre¬ 
pared. I don't understand why nux vomica 
should be mixed in the preparation called “ panch 
ratni," for I am not aware that it is an intoxicant. 
Nux vomica is a tonic, and serves that purpose in 
the preparation named. Aconite is not intoxicant, 
but it is given to reduce fever, and is a tonic. 
Arsenic is not an intoxicant, as far as I know, I 
have little experience of the impure chlorides of 
meroury. All these four drugs are more pro¬ 
bably admixed for their tonic properties. Opium 
would supply the intoxicating element combined 
with the ganja and dhatura. I believe the 
“ panch ratni" is prepared for smoking. I think 
it natural and likely that fakirs and bairagis 
should take such a drug in the circumstances 
under which they live. I don’t believe that these 
people take strong drugs'to excite interest or ad¬ 
miration, but for the physical benefit expected 
from them. Arsenic inhaled would probably be 
quicker in its action, but I doubt if it would 
be more potent in its effect than if it were taken 
into the stomach. I think cantharides would havo 
its active principle destroyed in the process of 
smoking. 

Question 46.—I think it is ganja and not bhang 
which is likely to produce bronchitis. Bhang 
would only do so as a secondary effect if it weakened 
the constitution. It would not have the direct 
effect any mere than alcohol would. I believe 
ganja does it by irritating the ..lining membrane 
of the tubes of the lungs. Bhang used in excess 
would, I think, be more likely to produce dysentery 
than ganja would, because it irritates the lining 
of the stomach and bowels. 

I have seen and treated a number of cases of 
temporary insanity, caused, as 1 believe, by the 
hemp drugs, outside my asylum experience. Such 
cases recover when the habit is discontinued. The 
longest period such cases have remained under my 
observation is ten or fifteen days. I cannot give the 
detail of aoy such case. I don’t think these cases 
would present any phase of the subject of hemp 
drug insanity which we could not ascertain equally 
well from asylum cases. 

When a ease comes to the asylum, it is accom¬ 
panied by a certificate in Form A, a statement in 
form Cjmid an order from the Magistrate. I fill up 
the asylum register from Form C immediately on 
its receipt. It contains details, from which the 
different headings in the register are filled up. The 
register is filled up by the assistant at the rime of 
the lunatic’s admission. According to my idea of 
asylum practice, the entries mnatbe in accordance 
with Form C, If the cause is entered as unknown, 
it must be so entered in tbq register. An alter* 
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at ion probably would be made if information of a 
reliable character could be obtained, but this is not 
often done. The alteration would not be made 
without the permission of the Magistrate. Form 
C ought to be filled up by the Magistrate. That has 
been my experience in four other stations. The Civil 
Surgeon has not the same facilities as the Magis¬ 
trate for collecting the required information as to 
history and cause. The case comes to the Civil 
Surgeon for observation only. As Superintendent 
of the Asylum, I should not alter the register, 
of which the entries have been derived from Form 
C, without reporting the matter to the Magistrate. 
Any alteration of the kind would have a record in 
the shape of an erasdre and a reference to the Magis¬ 
trate. The Magistrate has the facility of making en¬ 
quiry that is supplied by the attendance of the relar 
(ions in some cases. I don’t know the procedure 
followed by the police, in the case of Guljar Shah 
the ontry in the asylum register is ganja-smoking. 
That does not agree with head 12 in Form C, 
where the entry is “ The abovementioned ganja- 
smoking and religious and isolated habits/’ and 
the assistant admitted to me that a mistake had 
been made in not copying the whole entry which 
appears in Form C. In tee case of Rangnath 
Trimbak, the cause entered in the asylum register 
is “ Drinks bhang,” while the entry against head 12 
of Form C is '* Unknown.” It is probable that 
the entry in the register was taken from the entry 
against head 6 of Form C, which is apparently 
copied verbatim. This was not in my time, but 
I think that if an entry in Form C shows that 
the lunatic drinks bhang it would be a mistake to put 
cause unknown against head 12 of the form, even 
though bhang may not have been the only cause. 
In the ease of Trimbak Vinayak, the entry against 
head 12 of Form C is “ Ganja-smoking and absti¬ 
nence from food,” and in the register the cause 
is put down as “ Ganja-sinoldug.” This occurred 
before my time. The Superintendent may not 
have considered that abstinence from food was au 
existing cause, but I think he was wrong in mak¬ 
ing the entry he did. In the case of Laxman 
iN’andram, the entry “ Ganja and liquor ” reverses 
the order in which the drug appears in head 6 of 
Form C, and is contrary to head 12 of Form C, 
where the entry is “Unknown.” I can’t explain 
why this was done. In the case of Hari Trimbak, 
the entry against head 12 of Form C is “ Unknown 
bej ond the habit of smoking ganja,” and in the 
register “ Ganja-smoking.” In the case of Paras- 
rara there is no entry of cause in Form C, but 
against heads 11 and 12 appears: “ He had an 
illness seven years ago, but does not give a clear 
account.” The register shews “ Ganja-smoking.” 
In these six cases the register entry does not agree 
with the Civil Surgeon’s certificate, and there ought 
t<5 be something on the record to explain the differ¬ 
ence. I cannot explain the procedure of that time, 
for Dr. Hughes was in charge and the assistant is 
dead. It is from this register that the annual 
returns are compiled which show these six cases 
as the only hemp drag admissions of 1892. 

In the case of Guljar Shah there is no further 
information beyond that furnished in the papers. 
I think ganja has been properly entered as the 
cause. It was in my opinion the chief and the 
existing cause • and I think that, if the man had 
not taken the ganja, he would not have become 
insane, although the ascetie and isolated habit may 
have predisposed him towards insanity. The fur¬ 
ther information that has been gathered by recent 
enquiry in the case of Rangnath shows that the 
bhang-drinking was moderate^ and in accordance 
with what I had previously been told. But my 


private opinion is that the bhang drinking must 
have been greater. As a rule the insanity from 
bhang drinking passes oft quickly, and I think 
there must have been a predisposing cause in the 
present case, because the man had previously been 
insane, and his present attack had lasted two and 
a half years. I believe that country liquor is 
more likely to cause insanity than bhang, and I 
have no reason to doubt that in the present case 
the man did take liqnor, as he himself said. The 
case may therefore have been due to both liquor 
and bhang, and liquor may have been the more 
important factor or the two. The asylum records 
show that during the last five years there have 
been 31 admissions from ganja, 1 from bhang, 
and 10 from country liquor, and I therefore regard 
liquor as a more prolific cause of insanity than 
bhang. 

In the case of Trimbak Vinayak, I think the 
cause is ganja, the effects of which were increased' 
by the abstinence from food. In the case of Lax- 
man Nandram, the lunatic was insane for two 
and a half years before he came into the asylum 
and one and a half years since. I see no reason to 
doubt his statement that he only smoked ganja 
occasionally and drank liquor frequently for years. 
The dose of ganja, as shown in the recent enquiry, 
is moderate. If the man’s statement regarding 
his drinking is accepted, I think it may have been, 
as much as gauja, the existing cause, or perhaps 
the more important cause. In any case, there was 
probably some predisposing cause. 

In the case of Parasram, the recent enquiry 
l has not resulted in confirming the alleged ganja 
habit. But I think nevertheless that tbe man’s in¬ 
sanity was due to ganja, because he admits the prac¬ 
tice ; and I do not believe that he gave up the habit 
five or ten years ago. He says this sometimes, but 
at other times he admits the habit. His 
appearance also confirms me in my opinion. Th# 
fact that in the recent enquiry people who knew 
the insane say that they never saw him iudulge 
in ganja makes us regard the case as a doubtful 
one. If I were preparing statistics for the 
purpose of showing the effects of hemp drugs, I 
should not class this as a hemp case.* 

In the case of Hari Trimbak, the Civil 
Surgeon evidently had doubts as to the cause of 
insanity. I have never known insanity to arise 
from cholera, though the disease might predispose 
it by weakening the constitution. I don’t at¬ 
tribute the attack of insanity in this case to the 
cholera. If tbe insane had not resumed his ganja 
habit after recovery from the cholera, I don’t 
think he would have become insane. Tbe cholera 
weakened the man’s constitution and rendered him 
more liable to the ganja poison. 

Out of tbe six hemp cases admitted to the 
asylum in lh92, I would only exclude the two 
cases of Rangnath and Parasram for the reasons 
given above. 

The usual type of hemp drug insanity is acute 
mania- Acute mania may be due to various causes. 

• Extract from a letter No. 112, dated 6th December 1893, 
from the Magistrate, 1st Class, Bhusawal, Khandesh, to the 
Superintendent, Lunatic Asylum, Toona, read over to 
witness. 

******* 

“ None of the persons who knew anything of Parasram 
says that he was ever addicted to smoking ganja or taking 
any other narcotic or alcohol in any form whatsoever. There 
i» nothing except the medical certificate (copy not retained, 
here) sent yon that he ever smoked ganja at all.” 

******* 
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There are no typical symptoms that I am aware 
of to enable you to diagnose hemp drug insanity. 
Ganja cases generally recover rapidly. Cases 
arising from mental shock are of longer duration. 
To diagnose by this symptom, therefore, the 
patient must be under continuous observation. It 
is nevertheless the practice to enter the cause im¬ 
mediately ou the admission of a ease to the 
asylum. But it is supposed that the Civil Surgeon 
has had the man under observation for a week or 
ten days more or less, and has diagnosed the cause, 
Iosanes are rarely cured by the time they reach 
the asylum. The Civil Surgeon only keeps the 
man long enough to satisfy himself that he is 
insane. As a rule the Civil Surgeon's diagnosis 
is accepted, but if the Superintendent has reason 
to think the diagnosis is wrong, he ought to 
change it. As a fact, I have not known of any 
case of such change since 1 have been at Poona. 
The symptoms are of short duration in the 
majority of eases, about a week or ten dys. If it 
is a second attack, or the indulgence has gone to 
great excess, the insanity would last longer. I 
know the insanity of the kind called transient 
mania. I believe it to be caused by mental shock 
or nervous shock, ora debauch of wine, bhang, or 
other intoxicants, especially by a person of weak 
temperament. 1 have known fever to produce it 
in the latter case. It is most often due to moral 
causes, and not to toxic physical causes, though 
these may produce it. 1 think that transient 
mania caused by ganja would he difficult or 
almost impossible to distinguish from the same 
form of insanity due to any other ease if history 
were wanting. I think I have noticed that 
persons insane from bhang have red and watery 
eyes. This symptom may be produced by fever, but 
is generally present in bhang cases. The use of 
hemp is likely to produce contraction of the pupil, 
but in great excess to the point of intoxication or 
insensibility it might cause dilatation. I do not 
think short duration, redness of eyes, and dilated 
pupils would be sufficient to diagnose a case upon. 
These symptoms would point to hemp insanity 
rather than any other cause, but they are recognised 
as symptoms of transient mania due to other causes 
than hemp drugs. But I think redness of eyes 
is more marked in hemp insanity than in other 
cases. I think an accurate history is essential 
to diagnose the cause of insanity. Hemp drugs 


may predispose, but I should rather regard them 
as exciting cause of insanity. I thitfk the hemp 
drugs have slightly oumulative effects, but not 
more so than alcohol. They are not to be classed 
with digitalis or arsenic in this respect, For 
diagnosis, duration of the habit, the amount of 
drug used, and hereditary history are neoeBsary. 
I think that if the information regarding a man 
suffering from aoute mania were nothing more 
than that he was ganja smoker, the ganja should- 
be regarded as the existing cause in eighteen caso 3 
out of twenty. The mere statement of the ganja 
habit would be sufficient if there were no reason to 
disbelieve it. 

The man whose case is reported by Mr. Pox 
was brought to me occasionally as an out.door 
patient a year ago. I have endeavoured to get 
further information about him, but Mr. Fox is atr 
present in Bombay, and he has not mentioned the 
man's name. My recollection is that I was 
informed that his attack was due in great 
measure to the persecution he had suffered on 
account of his conversion to Christianity, and that 
he had taken to smoking ganja in consequence. I 
only saw the man two or three times as an out¬ 
patient, and am unable to exclude other possible 
causes to account for his mental condition. I 
remember telling Mr. Fox that if he allowed the 
man to go on smoking, he would certainly get an 
attack of acute mania. I formed this impression 
from the man's looks, which appeared to me to 
show that he was verging on insanity. The 
information about the cause of tho man’s distress 
came from his friends, who either told me or the 
house surgeon. 

I have been observing eases of hemp drug 
insanity for seven or eight years. I have not 
observed the effects of the hemp drugs apart from 
insanity. I have spoken to many people who 
have told me they were moderate smokers, but 
seen no effects among such persons. 1 do not 
know any excessive consumer, nor have I had to 
do with any such persons, except in the way of 
treatment for mental disease. My impression of 
the connection between hemp drugs and insanity 
is therefore not based on any knowledge of the 
general consumption and effects of the drug 
among the people. 


70. Evidence of Surgeon-Major H. McCalman, Civil Surgeon , and Superintendent , 

Dharwar Lunatic Asylum. 


Oral evidence. 

Question 1 ,—I am Superintendent of. the 
Dharwar Lunatic Asylum. I came out in 1877 
in the Indian Medical Service. The greater part 
of my time I have passed in civil employ. I was 
in military employ the first two or three years of 
my service. I was in charge of the Katnagiri 
Asylum, but have had no English experience of 
insanity. I have been in charge of the Katnagiri 
and Dliavwar Asylums for a total period of seven 
years, I was not in charge of the Dharwar 
Asylum during the whole of 1892. I was absent 
from May to September. Since September 1892 
I have been in charge at Dharwar. I did not 

S iin much experience 0 f hemp drug insanity at 
harwar. 

Question 45 ,—-When a lunatic is sent to me as 
Civil Surgeon for observation* he is locked up in 


a room, set apart for the purpose, uuder a proper 
guard, and kept under observation with a view 
to report to the Magistrate. At the same time I 
make enquiries of the police or relations, if any,, 
as to the cause of insanity, not because 1 have to 
oertify to cause, but to throw light upon the case. 
The Magistrate sends me a paper containing in¬ 
formation as to cause. As Civil Surgeon, I think 
I should accept that information without further 
enquiry, if it contained a statement of cause suffi¬ 
ciently clear and definite. I should make enquiry 
to confirm the information ; but I should not make 
any with the view of refuting it. The Magis¬ 
trate’s information is usually sent in a printed 
form (Form C). That form is passed on to the 
asylum, and the information it contains is treated 
by the Superintendent in the same way in which 
the Civil Surgeon had treated it. If the Form C 
contained a clear statement as to cause, I should 
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transfer it to the asylum register. It would be 
entered in the register within a day or two of the 
admission of the lunatic. I would accept it, because 
I think the Magistrate has greater facilities than 
I have to conduct an enquiry into the previous 
history of the patient, and because the diagnosis 
of cause depends practically exclusively on his¬ 
tory. 

I don’t know through what officer the Magis¬ 
trate conducts his enquiry. I should hesitate 
to accept the results of an enquiry conducted, by a 
Head Constable unless they had been verified by 
the Magistrate. I am not aware of the procedure, 
and cannot say if it is usual for the Magistrate to 
verify the enquiry. 

In the case of Dariappa, admitted to the asylum 
in 1892, I have read the remarks in column 5, 
and I am inclined to think that though insanity 
may have arisen from both liquor and ganja, the 
latter should be regarded as the predisposing 
cause. 

I should hardly say that there were any typical 
symptoms in hemp drug insanity. The symptoms 
present are generally those of acute mania. It 


would, I think, be incorrect to say that all the 
symptoms which I have observed in hemp drugs 
insanity are to be found in oases of acute mania, 
due to other causes. The shortness of duration 
of the attack is, I think, suggestive of the hemp 
drug cause. To discover this sign the patient; 
must be kept under observation. The cause is 
entered in the register directly the patient arrives. 
I do not recollect an instance in which i have 
found it necessary to alter the cause recorded by 
the Magistrate. The diagnosis of cause is that 
furnished by the Magistrate, when it is given. 
The opinion quoted in the remarks on the case of 
Raya-bin-Basapa that “ habitual use of ganja 
may weaken the mind, while the occasional exces¬ 
sive use produces acute mania ” is mine. I mean 
prolonged moderate use by the term “ habitual 
use; ” and I think the effect of that is to produce 
mental vacuity rather than acute mania; but I 
would not exclude the possibility of acute mania 
arising from such use. 

In the absence of any other cause, if the ganja 
habit were asserted, l should accept that as the 
cause of insanity. 


71. Evidence of Surgeon-Major D. C. Davidson, Acting Civil Surgeon , and Super¬ 
intendent of the Jail and Lunatic Asylum, Lharwar, 


1. As Civil Surgeon in various places, Superin¬ 
tendent of Jails, Acting Health Officer of Bombay, 
in native regiments, etc. 

2. The only two varieties that I have been able 
to obtain in this district are ganja and bhang. 
Chares is practically unknown. 

19. Charas does not appear to be used at all in 
this district, and ganja for smoking only. 

23. Bhang does not appear to be used in this 
district. 

28. (a) Roughly speaking, about two drachms 
and over. 

(4) One ounce or more. 

29. Tobacco is ordinarily mixed with the ganja. 
I have not met with instances in which the other 
articles have been used. 

Bhang massala has been repeatedly described to 
me. It is generally stated, with some slight 
variations, to consist of bhang, opium seeds, cucum¬ 
ber, pepper, nutmeg, milk, sugar, etc. 

30. Appears to be smoked indifferently in com¬ 
pany or in solitude, Mainly confined to the male 
sex, and to no particular time of adult life. I 
know of no instauce in which ganja has been con¬ 
sumed by children. 

31. Appears to be easily formed, and as a rule 
difficult to break off. There does not appear to be 
any particular tendency for the moderate habit to 
develop into the excessive. Nothing more I should 
say than an occasional instance liable to occur in 
the habitual use of all stimulants or sedatives, 

32. I am not aware of any. 

36. I have not met with or heard of any in¬ 
stances. 

37. Charas is practically unknown in this dis¬ 
trict as also drinking of preparations of bhang. 

39, Ganja-smoking appears to be practically 
the only form in which the hemp plant is used iu 
this district. 

40. It is used extensively by the people them¬ 
selves in malarial fever, rheumatism, dyspepsia, 

vol, vii 


diarrhoea, and as a sedative, anodyne, etc., etc., 
but I am not aware of any school of Native 
Doctors recommending it. 

41. It is used as a tonio for cattle, especially 
when the animals do not eat their food well. 

(«) to (c) Stated to be so. 

(d) Stated to be useful in dyspepsia, rheuma¬ 
tism, and as a sedative, anodyne, etc. 

42. The moderate use of the drug would appear 
to be practically harmless. The instances of 
prisoners given in the accompanying form would 
seem in a measure to bear out this. 

44. Said to have a soothing effect. Stated to 
be refreshing and not to produce intoxication in 
moderate quantities. It does not allay hunger; 
on the contrary, said to increase the appetite. 
The want of subsequent gratification produces 
longiDg and uneasiness, and sometimes a feeling 
of weakness of the extremities. 

45. So far as I can learn, the moderate use of 
ganja in smoking does not appear to be either 
physically or mentally injurious, generally speak- 
ing. 

46. Excessive use is liable to be attended with 
violent excitement terminating in insanity of an 
acute maniacal form characterised by a tendency 
to early reoovery on discontinuance of the drug. 
Sufficient evidence as to hemp drugs being the 
cause of other forms of insanity does not yet 
appear to have been adduced. 

47. In several cases the habit appears to have 
passed from father to son, but whether merely as 
the effect of association or hereditary transmission 
it is difficult to say. 

48. The above would appear to- hold good in 
both cases. 

49. I have not been able to obtain information 
of their being so used or of their producing 
impotence. 

50. I have not been able to obtain information 
of any cases in which the drags were said to be 
so used. 

T 
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56. I have no information of admixture of any 
of the substances mentioned except opium seeds 
in bhang massala. 

57. Charas appears to be unknown in this dis¬ 
trict as also ganja drinking or eating. 


57(a). Yea; that contained in the accompanying 
form, which contains the results of enquiries 
amongst the prisoners in the Dhavwar Jail. The 
only preparation referred to throughout is ganja, 
which is used for smoking in this district. 


72. Evidence of Surgeon-Captain W. E. Jennings, Civil Surgeon , and Superintend¬ 
ent, JRatnagiri Lunatic Asylum . 


Oral evidence, 

I am Superintendent of the Ratnagiri Asylum. 
I have been in charge just over a year since Nov¬ 
ember 1892. I have had no other experience of 
a special character in respect to insanity. I had 
seen a few cases of people affected by ganja in 
regiments. They were eases of the temporary 
effects of ganja, rather cases of intoxication from 
ganja. I do not remember to have seen any 
cases of insanity. 

I know of no literature dealing with the sub¬ 
ject of hemp drug insanity. When 1 came here, 
1 arrived at the causation of hemp drug insanity 
from the history, from such facts and history as 
I have been able to collect. I could not tel) from 
seeing an insane person that his insanity was due 
to ganja. There is, I may say, a craving in some 
cases for tho drug which is asked for, 1 have not 
recognized any special symptoms of hemp drug 
insanity. The type is generally a kind of chronic 
mania with occasional attacks of aoute mania at 
longer or shorter intervals. Speakiug generally, 
in coming to a diagnosis as to cause, 1 am guided 
wholly by tho history. In inquiring I generally 
begin by asking tho friends or the police if the 
man is addicted to any bad habits. If they seem 
to hesitate, I go on to ask leading questions, such as 
“ Does he taka liquor ? ” or “ Does he take ganja ? ” 
If they say yes, theii I ask, “ In what form: 
does he smoke ? ” If they say yes, I enquire 
as to period and amount to ascertain whether he 
smokes it in excess. At the same time I 
inquire whether there is any hereditary history 
of insanity. I do discriminate between the 
moderate and excessive use of the drug ; but this 
is only relative, for what is moderate to one man 
may be excessive to another. 


I know from prescribing it that the effects of 
the drug are most uncertain. 

If from the replies I found that the evidenoe 
showed the moderate habit, and if at the same 
time 1 had no evidence of any other cause, I should 
ascribe the insanity to ganja, disbelieving the 
evidence that the use was merely moderate. And 
if I got a history of the excessive use of ganja I 
should ascribe the insanity to that without hesita- 
tatiou, in the absence of any other cause, I al¬ 
ways, however, ask about heredity and the previous 
state of the patient. 

If I have a history of heredity and also a state¬ 
ment of the moderate use of the drug, I should be 
inclined to think the insanity was hereditary. I 
should inquire as to the degree of heredity, and 
consider the relative strength of these two factors. 
If it was a case of near heredity and the moderate 
use of the drug, I should exclude the ganja, and 
show the cause as heredity. If it were remote 
heredity and the moderate use, I should do the 
opposite. Speaking generally, if I had the moderate 
use of ganja and another cause, I should take the 
stronger cause. Thus, if a habitual drunkard 
used ganja moderately, I should show alcoholism 
as the cause, I could hardly give quantities as to 
what would be generally speaking the moderate 
and excessive use in a native. I should depend 
on what the friends said about the use being 
moderate or excessive, but I should disbelieve 
them, as above stated, if they said it was moderate, 
and there was no other causo of insanity. All the 
above refers to oases where I have to make in¬ 
quiries myself; but I should never make any 
inquiry if clear cause were assigned in the papers 
received from the Magistrate. 


73, Evidence of Surgeon-Major K. R. Kirtikar, Civil Surgeon, Thana , and Medical 

Officer , Thana Depot and District Jail. 


1. I have personally known men who have for 
years used hemp drugs both moderately and 
immoderately, and I have bad frequent opportu¬ 
nities of watching the effects of the drugs on 
them generally in the practice of my profession 
and otherwise. 

2. Dr. Plain’s definitions are correct, and may 
be accepted for this district. BhaDg is also known 
as gbota in this district. 

I may observe that Dr. Praia’s remarks require 
some modification, where he says that ‘‘ganja 
consists of dried flowering tops of cultivated female 
hemp plants which have become coated with 
resin in oonsequence of having been unable to set 
seeds freely.” The result of my observations on 
cultivated plants in two localities in Thana is that 
the resin is not the result of the seeds not setting 
freely, but that it is the essential condition of the 
whole plant. The plant is sticky to the touch, 
and has the strong odour of sabja (Ocymum basili - 


cum ). Hence the name tabji given to bhang. 
The stickiness is due to the resinous matter, which 
when collected in masses forms charas. This 
resinous exudation is seen in hemp seedlings even 
when they are too young to flower. 

Dr. Prain further says that “the formation of 
seeds is prevented by the destruction of all the 
male plants.” This is no doubt the usual practice 
for securing good compact leafy heads of flower¬ 
ing tops and for preventing the formation of seeds. 
It must not, however, be forgotten that although 
male and female plants exist separately, as a 
general rule there are some plants on which the 
male and female flowers eo-exist, I mention this 
point particularly, because I do not wish it to be 
supposed that the mere destruction of male plants 
is sufficient to stop all seed formation. 

19. Ganja is used for stacking. I know 
nothing about charas. 
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28. Bhang is never used for smoking, so far as I 

know, 

, 28 . 


Average 

allowance. 


Cost. 


Habitual moderate ( Bhang 
consumer. _ (. Ganja 

Habitual excessive (Bhang 
consumer. (.Ganja 


J to J tola J anna per tola. 

| tola . 2 annas per tola. 
2 to 4 tolas } anna per tola. 

1 to 2 tolas 2 annas per tola. 


29. Ganja is seldom, if ever, smoked by itself. 
It is always washed in water until the water 
comes out clear, and thoroughly mixed with an 
equal part of tobacco. Every drop of water is 
squeezed out of this mixed mass before it is used. 

Bhang is always mixed with black pepper in the 
proportion cf 10 grains (dried fruits) to every tola 
of bhang. It is finely rubbed on a curry stone, and 
strained through a piece of fine muslin. Persons 
who drink bhang for mere pleasure always add, 
besides black pepper, the following ingredients for 
flavouring the potion :— 

Poppy seeds, £ tola \ 

Dried rose buds, | tola j 
Sugar, i seer or ac- I for every tola 
cording to taste ( of bhang. ! 
Almonds, peeled, 1 j 
tola. / 

The usual quantity of water for the above 
mixture is half a seer. All these ingredients are 
finely rubbc-d with bhang ou the curry-stone. 
This quantity is meant for two persons, who may 
be considered moderate in the use of the drug, 
or those who drink it only occasionally for mere 
pleasure, at any rate not for the purpose of getting 
intoxicated or becoming helpless. 

Some add an equal or double the quantity of 
milk instead of water, which is a luxury. Ordinary 
bhang is drunk cold, never boiled. Bhang made 
with milk is called ludgi and is always boiled 
before use. If the drink of ludgi is required 
stronger, only half the quantity of milk is used. 

In this district I have never heard of dhatura, 
opium, nux vomica, eantharides, or betel-nut being 
mixed with either bhang or ganja. The bhang 
drinkers and ganja smokers value the respective 
nrtisles for their own sake pure and simple in 
addition to the flavouring agents and the tobacco 
mentioned above. 

I do not know of any preparation such as bhang 
massala or any other massala being sold for the 
purpose of being mixed with either bhang or 
ganja. 

30. In solitude a man may smoke'a quarter of 
a tola of ganja all by himself and be none the 
worse for it. He may, after his smoke, follow his 
usual avocations without inconvenience. In the 
case of confirmed yet moderate smokers, a man is 
decidedly all the better for his smoke. He feels 
refreshed, if not enlivened, and works with all the 
more energy. He would be certainly miserable 
without it. 

In company a larger quantity of ganja is required 
than that given above. The quantity under such 
circumstances depends on the number of persons, 
as also their respective smoking capacity. When 
in company, the ehillum goes round from mouth 
to mouth in the manner of the “ loving-cup ” of 
wine-drinkers. Moderate smokers, when by them¬ 
selves or in a company of three or four, seldom 
exceed a couple of chillums. 

With regard to bhang, the man who drinks it 
in solitude must be looked upon as “ given to it.” 
In compauy bhang is drunk solely for pleasure 
vol. vii. 


and for the lively talk that follows such potions. 
Suoh persons seldom exceed half a tola per head. 

Drinking bhang and smoking ganja, so far as 
I can judge from personal knowledge of the better 
classes of people, are absolutely confined to the male 
sex. It would be a gross breaeh of good manners 
were such a drink or smoke ever offered to the 
female sex. It is never allowed to children. 
Bhang preparations are, however, allowed to 
children medicinally in appropriate doses, and in 
suoh cases are doubtless productive of good. Boys 
in former days, so far baok as thirty years,—such 
of them at any rate as had the misfortune to fall 
into bad company,—were known to me, who 
played the truant at school, and occasionally in¬ 
dulged in a clandestine drink or smoke; but the 
number of such truants has always been very 
small. Such boys have always been looked down 
upon, and in my experience have always turned 
out bad men in after-life. 

31. In a well-regulated Hindu family it is diffi¬ 
cult for young men to form the habit of smoking 
ganja or drinking bhang. Such practices in the 
commencement are always indulged iu out of 
doors, in bad company. The reason is this. In 
the first place a boy has to know how to prepare 
ganja for smoking or bhang for drinking. The 
process of their preparation for use is always an 
elaborate affair. The use of either of these drugs 
is entirely different from that of tobacoo or liquor. 
The latter are always obtainable ready for use in 
shops. Thus, if boys or young men were to com¬ 
mence such practices at home, they stand the risk 
of being discovered and reprimanded, for although 
a father may be a ganja smoker or bliang drinker, 
he very seldom is so depraved, as to allow his son 
to follow in his footsteps ; possibly he is aware that 
he himself is indulging in a bad habit, and would 
rather that his son did not imitate his example. 

Judging from the effects bhang drinking and 
ganja smoking have on a novice in the vice, I 
should be inclined to the belief that it is not easy 
to contract either habit, unless the person is 
otherwise a depravod being who takes to bad habits 
at any cost. On the uninitiated, either drug acts 
as a distinct narcotic, and it does not take any 
thoughtful person long to find out that it is vicious 
to continue indulging in it. 

The real beginning of a systematic use of either 
of these drugs, which constitutes a habit, is made 
under the impression that it relieves certain ail¬ 
ments. These ailments may be real or imaginary. 
For in the majority of cases of confirmed bhang 
drinkers and ganja smokers that I know of, the 
history is that they resorted to either of these for 
relief from their ailments. Ganja smokers say they 
took to ganja on account of chest complaints, such 
as asthma, and the bhang drinkers say that they 
took to bhang originally to relieve dyspepsia or habi¬ 
tual constipation. I must say as a medical practi¬ 
tioner of nearoighteen years’ standing that in such 
cases their initial use of the drug was thoroughly 
justifiable, though I do not for a moment suppose 
that their continuance of the practice can be con¬ 
sidered to be equally justifiable, or even requisite. 
The habit, whatever may be its origin or cause, 
when once formed, is difficult to overcome, The 
man wants his smoke of ganja or drink of bhang at 
the hour he is accustomed to have it, or else he is 
unfit for his daily avocations. He misses it, and 
would do anything to have his customary allowance. 
The habit is difficult to form, but when once formed 
still more difficult to break off. So far as I know, 
there is no tendency in the case of ordinary men 
of moderate habit, living in society and in the 
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cirole of their own homes, men who have to work 
for their living and minister to the daily wants of 
their wives and children, to develop into the exces¬ 
sive ganja smoker or bhang drinker. It is the 
men who have nothing to do in the world, and 
with the world—the Hindu ascetics who go 
under the name of gosains and bairagis—who 
could be really called the excessive smokers and 
drinkers of ganja and bhang respectively. But 
of these in my answer to question No. 32. 

82. Bhang is drunk during the Holi holidays by 
men who can stand it, for mere pleasure and harm¬ 
less excitement. It is by no means a custom. It 
is also drunk on Mondays during the Hindu month 
of Sravan, and on the Maba Shivaratri day by the 
worshippers of Shiva; but I do not know of any 
injunctions from the Hindu Shastras for the 
religions use of such a drug. It is mere custom 
sanctified by age. No Shastrical text, so far as I 
have boon able to ascertain with the aid of my 
Sanskrit Pandit, exists rendering the use of either 
of these drugs essential. The use of bhang on 
such occasions, however, is generally moderate. It 
is, as a rule, excessive among gosains and bairagis, 
who, I firmly believe, use the drugs from the varied 
requirements of their singular lives. Bhang and 
ganja in such persons are the essential conditions 
of their lives. As persons entirely living on alms, 
of which they get plenty at the hands of devout 
Hindus, they use bhang as an appetiser to consume 
more food than their idle bodies require ; ou the 
other hand, they use ganja to ward off the pangs of 
hunger, should they by any chanae not get 
sufficient food for the day. 

Bhang occasionally drunk on holidays does not 
and need not necessarily lead to excess, or to the 
formation of a habit. It is in no way injurious, 
iu my opinion, if drunk on festive occasions in 
very limited quantities. In the ease of those ac¬ 
customed to its use on ordinary days, it has no 
tendeucy to any unpleasant oonsequences. 

1 may add here that the occasional use of bhang 
or ganja, particularly the former, on the holidays 
mentioned, is not looked upon as amounting to 
any vice. It is not considered a breach of good 
manners to drink bhang on such occasions. 

36. I have reason to believe that alcoholic 
drinks are now being to a very large extent 
substituted for bhang drinking. Thirty years 
ago young men used to drink bhang in their con- 
vivial gatherings, such as “ pleasure-parties ” of 
young men. These "pleasure-parties’'' are very 
much like picnic ” parties, minus the society 
of the female sex. In former years, if anv exhi¬ 
laration was required at such parties, bhang 
drinking was the order of the day. Alcoholic 
drinks have now taken their place. It would he 
a revelation to me if at the present day such 
“ pleasure-parties ” of our young men are ah- 
Bolutely free from alcohol. I make this statement 
with extreme regret, but without the slightest 
fear of contradiction. 

I attribute the cause of this change to the im¬ 
portation of cheap ardent liquors from Europe 
into this country, and sweet liqueurs from France, 
which fascinate our young men on account of 
their immediate intoxicant effects, notwithstanding 
the bad headaches they leave afterwards. We do 
not hear of, nor do we see, now-a-days bhang drunk 
at such f( pleasure-parties ’’ in any form, but I 
know that large quantities of liquor in various 
forms are weekly, if not daily, used by our young 
men—not only in the Thana district, but m 
Bombay among the better classes. This I consi¬ 


der to be an undeniable proof that alcohol is now 
being substituted for bhang. 

87. The effects of ganja smoking are immediate. 
Bhang acts in about an hour or two, when taken 
after a meal. It acts in less than half an hour 
on an empty stomach. The effects of ganja are 
transient ; those of bhang last for hours. Ganja 
has to be repeated frequently to keep up its effects. 
In moderate men bhang has seldom to be repeated. 

89. The smoking <5f ganja is more injurious iu 
the long run than drinking bhang or eating it 
in a preparation called majum. (Majum is made 
up of wheat floor, ghee, bhang and sugar in 
various proportions.) The following are my 
reasons 

Gania-smoking deadens the appetite aud tends 
to produce loss of digestive powers. Hence the 
general emaciation of all habitual excessive ganja 
smokers, their pallid hue, and, strange to say, 
blood- shot eyes. From these appearances one can 
at once recognize a confirmed ganja smoker of the 
excessive type. 

The prime effect of bhang drinking is to create 
an excessive desire for food. Milk is generally 
drunk after such craving. Bhang drinkers have 
generally better digestive powers, and are in con¬ 
sequence well known to be voracious eaters, and 
are by no means any the worse for their voracity. 

I know of no instance in which even excessive 
bhang drinkers have become insane. Insanity is 
the result more of ganja smoking than that of 
bhang-drinking. Ganja smoking on the whole 
is more pernicious. 

40. The old standard Sanskrit writers, who are 
generally studied by native doctors, recommend 
Cannabis indico, or the hemp plant and its 
products, for the following diseases:— 

Irritability of the bladder, piles, diarrhoea, 
asthma, bronchitis, loss of sleep, loss of digestive 
power, and quartan fevers, Indian hemp is also 
noted as productive of biliousness, emaciation, nar¬ 
cotism, talkativeness, 

I do not know from experience of any of the 
drugs being used iu the treatment of cattle dis¬ 
ease, but native writers say that bhang mixed with 
Indian sweet fennel and cardamom is useful in 
checking haematuria, and possibly it is, judging 
by its effects on the human body, 

41. Moderate use of ganja gives relief in chest 
complaints, such as asthma, by acting as an an- 
tispasmodic, and reduces the excessive discharge 
of phlegm (mucous and muco-purulent expector¬ 
ation). It gives staying power and also wards 
off the pangs of hunger when food is not available, 
as sometimes happens in the lives of gosains and 
bairagis. 

(a) Similarly bhang drinking acts as a food 
accessory and digestive by relieving dyspepsia and 
creating an appetite for food. It also relieves the 
colic paios due to constipation. 

(5) It gives staying power by exhilarating 
the system to a certain extent, 

(c) I know of no practical use of this drug in 
fevers, either as a preventive or curative agent; 
but it is recommended by native writers for quar¬ 
tan fevers, as already stated in answer to question 
No. 40. 

44. The immediate effect of the moderate use 
of ganja is exhilarating to a man who has follow¬ 
ed his daily avocations and is looking forward to 
bis customary smoke; it is also refreshing. It 
renders a mam talkative, but does not intoxicate. 
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It does intoxicate men not accustomed to it. It 
staves off hunger. The effect of ganja is tran¬ 
sient, It lasts for an hour or two at the utmost. 
Want of a ganja smoke to a habitual but moderate 
smoker produces uneasiness. The man misses his 
little excitement. There is always a longing for 
it among confirmed smokers. The same is the 
case with habitual moderate bhang drinkers. 
Bhang drinking is decidedly cooling at first; by- 
and-bye the drinker feels exhilarated; within Lalf 
an hour he becomes talkative, after which he feels 
sleepy, especially if he is a novice. The sleep is 
full of dreams. On waking there is a desire for 
food.' The desire for food is in some instances 
immediate; and a man may eat voraciously 
under its influence. Some prefer taking bhang on 
an empty stomach; others take it a couple of 
hours after food. In the former case the effect is 
more rapid for obvious reasons. After the drink¬ 
er wakes from his sleep, if he is an habitual, he 
goes to work as usual, but if he is a mere begin¬ 
ner he feels heavy in the head and still continues 
to ho talkative. He often gets double-vision. 
The effects pass off in about five or six hours. 
With habitual drinkers beyond talkativeness 
there is no marked eflect. They appear happy. 
They have not to lie down, or go to sleep after 
their usual drjuk. 

The habitual use of these drugs, even in a mo¬ 
derate degree, is looked upon as vice. It is, how¬ 
ever, not considered wrong by the devotees of Shiva 
to indulge in ganja or bhang on days held sacred 
to that divinity. 

<15. There are two classes of moderate habitual 
smokers of ganja and drinkers of bhang. There 
are some, for instance, who have a perfectly 
good physique and a healthy body whose 
mind is perfectly clear and active, and who 
lead a moral life, and indulge iu their respect¬ 
ive practices before their day’s work is begun or 
after they have finished it. There are others again 
who even after moderate use of bhang or ganja live 
a life of idleness and are unfit for any kind of work 
requiring mental or physical exertion. They may 
be otherwise healthy and perhaps mentally happy; 
they may also be moral; but they are persons who 
show that they are indulging in a practice which 
is doing them no good. 

These drugs lead to a little emaciation, es¬ 
pecially smoking, or when after bhang the required 
supply of food is not available. It is noted by 
ancient Hindu writers as a reducer of fat. Per¬ 
haps this emaciation is due to loss of appetite 
among ganja-smokers, and not to any direct pre¬ 
ventive influence on fat-formation in the body. 

As noted above, ganja-sraoking impairs the 
power of digestion, and though it may actually 
cause loss of appetite, it staves off hunger. 
Hence it is that the bairagis and gosaios look 
upon it as a stand-by when the collected alms of 
the day do not give them their full meal. 

I have not seen, nor have I heard from any re¬ 
liable source of dysentery, asthma, or bronchitis 
being traced to the use of hemp in moderation. 
European physicians use it for the cure of dysen¬ 
tery. To my knowledge, moderate use does not 
impair moral sense. It does induce laziness in 
some cases, especially where a person has not to 
earn his livelihood. But as a general rule with 
habituals, bhang sharpens the intellect, so does 
ganja. 

So far as I am inclined to believe, there is no¬ 
thing in bhang or gauja to lead to habits of im¬ 
morality or debauchery. 


I am not satisfied that either of these drugs 
acts as a direct aphrodisiac. Of course, when 
there is a general excitement of the whole system 
under the influence of smoke or drink, the sexual 
passions may be roused as often as not. The drug 
acts more on the sensory part of the brain tliau on 
the mofcorial. It aots as a distinct sedative on the 
cerebral centres and benumbs the sensory nerves. 
The theory of hemp acting as an aphrodisiao is 
not borne out by clinical investigation or expe¬ 
rience. 

I am not aware that moderate use causes insani¬ 
ty. On the contrary, European physicians of re¬ 
pute use the drug medicinally in cases of insanity. 


Table showing typical cases which came under my 
observation between 1881—1%2, in the Thana 
Civil Hospital, as the result of ganja-smoking. 


No, 

Name. 

Sex, 

Age. 

CnBte. 

Occupation. 

Disease- 

Rmuatce. 

X 

N.B.K, 

M. 

25 

Brahman, 

Deccan, 

Writer 

Acute 

mania. 

Smoked 
gauja ex¬ 
cessively 

ior 4 or 5 
ycare; 
used to lie 
insensible 
after 
nmoking. 

2 

S.R. 

M. 

30 

Maratha 

flowli. 

Policeman 

... 

24 th May 

1H86, 1st 
attack. 

3 

K.M. J. 

M. 

36 

Hindu Juu- 

Mendicant 




W.B.P. 

M, 

22 

Deccan 

Brahman, 

Writer 

... 


5 

K. V. 8, 

M. 

24 

Maratha . 

Labourer , 



6 

S. R. 

M. 

34 

Maratha 

Gowli. 

Policeman, 
now with¬ 
out em- 
Ploy. 


10th Octo¬ 
ber 1890, 
2 nd at¬ 
tack. 

? 

N.C.D. 

M. 

48 • 

Maratha , 

Labourer . 

... 


8 

Q.C. 

M. 

38 

Pardeshi 
Brahman, 
Upper In¬ 
dia. 

Labourer . 

... 

Tan,a Val¬ 
ley Water 
Works. 

9 

T.R, 

M. 

30 

Maratha . 

Labourer . 

Melan¬ 

cholia. 


10 

8. S. 
Par- 
deshi 

M, 

33 

Pardeshi, 
Upper In¬ 
dia. 

Labourer . 

Melan¬ 

cholia. 

Tanea Val¬ 
ley Water 
Works* 

IX 

K.V.S. 

M. 

25 

Maratha . 

Labourer * 

Mania . 


13 

8. if. 

M. 

30 

Maratha . 

Unemploy-* 

ed. 

Mania . 



The symptoms of mania are those ordinarily 
described iu books under that head. 

40. The habitual excessive use of ganja does 
impair the constitution. Young men who have 
taken to it have either died of melancholia and a 
general break-up of the system or some other 
complaint such as asthma or chronic bronchitis. 
1 do net think excessive ganja smoking causes 
dysentery. The tendency of excessive ganja 
smoking is to reduce the excretions and secretions 
of the body by paralysing the sensory nerves, 
hence the pinched face, dry sluggish eye, often 
bloodshot, and shrivelled frame. From the few 
cases I know, I do not think excessive ganja. 
smokers are given to sexual excesses, 

Gosains and bairagis who are given to excessive 
gauja smoking are men whose morals are of a low 
order, as would appear from the many cases of bad 
syphilis for which I had to treat them in the 
hospital. 

Excessive ganja smoking deadens the intellect 
and causes insanity. It acts more as a predispos¬ 
ing than as an exciting cause. Men generally 
suffer from melancholia in the commencement. 
This is followed by mania coupled with violence, 
Violence in some cases is more marked in the 
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commencement. In such cases melancholia is 
absent in the initial stage. 

In cases which have come under my observation 
of any connection between insanity and ganja, it 
appears that ganja was resorted to originally for 
the relief of other affections than mental anxiety 
or brain disease, such as asthm a, bronchitis, and 
painful bowel-complaints. In all these cases 
hemp drugs act as sedatives; hence the habit is 
formed, which might eventually lead to insanity. 

There is no evidence to indicate that insanity 
tends to indulgence in the use of hemp drugs by a 
person who is deficient in self-control through 
weakned intellect. 

47. I have no reason to suppose that the mode¬ 
rate use of hemp drugs is either due to or engen¬ 
ders a hereditary habit. Nor do I know of any 
instance where it has affected the oliildren of the 
moderate consumer, in any way, either as regards 
health or morals. 

48. Excessive ganja smokers are generally not 
men with families. They generally belong to the 
class of gosains and bairagis, who are not suppos¬ 
ed to marry. Where such ascetics have children 
by illicit intercourse, they are sickly and generally 
die of infantile diseases due to proverty of blood, 
insufficient nourishment, or congenital syphilis. 

49. It is not used as an aphrodisiac so far as I 
know. The use of hemp does not tend to produce 
impotence so far as I know. 

60. Excessive ganja smokers mostly show that 
they do not care for sexual intercourse, but their 
sexual power is not totally lost, as my answer to 
question 48 will show. 

Oral evidence . 

Question 1 ,—I have over sixteen years’ service 
-—five military service, and eleven in civil employ. 
I have had no special lunacy experience, but I 
specially studied lunacy in my youth and took 
honours in this subject. So the subject has had 
special interest for me in my practice. 

Question 35 ,—I think that alcohol would be 
the first drug to be generally substituted for hemp 
drugs for the sake of accustomed stimulation. 
I judge from the experience of fishermen and 
such people in providing for their need in this 
way. This is more expensive than hemp drugs at 
present. Then I think they would take to dhatura, 
which is found growing all around. I know that 
dhatura is not used now ; but it might be used 
if hemp drugs were stopped. Opium also might 
he used. I do not think that nux vomica would 
be used. It is not common in Thana, and it is a 
spinal stimulant and would not be popular. So 
also the twitchings and tetanic spasms caused by 
aconite would prevent its being used for pleasure. 
It is true that dhatura is viewed with great appre¬ 
hension by the people, but it produces in modera¬ 
tion similar effects to those' found in the early 
stages of ganja-smoking, and might be used. 
Some natives know that we give dhatura in cigar¬ 
ettes for asthma ; and those who take ganja for 
relief in asthma would take to dhatura. But the 
people generally would not take to dhatura so long 
as they could get alcohol or opium. 

Question 46. —The table of typical cases found 
in answer No. 45 should be found in answer 
No. 46; for the cases are due to the excessive use. 
Case No. 11 is a relapse of No. 6, and No. 12 of 
No. 6. And these relapses are clear and positive 
proof that the cases were due to ganja. The total 


number of cases is ten ; bat these two relapses 
are important as proving the cause to have been 
ganja, as it was the recurrence of the habit that 
led to the recurrence of the insanity. 

All these cases were under my observation as 
Civil Surgeon, with a view to the men being sent 
to the asylum. All the men went to the asylum. 

I have hospital notes on the cases—brief but to 
the point: these are fuller than the statements I 
sent to the asylum. 

The history of ganja smoking is given from 
the statements of relations or friends, if they 
come with the patient. If not, we enter nothing, 
because police statements are hearsay. I enter 
the police statements only in the certificate as 
" Facts observed by others.” But in the Form 
specially showing cause, I put down what the re¬ 
lations tell me. If the police tell me the cause, 
j send myself for the relations who have given the 
police the information and examine them myself. 
I then make my entry as to cause. If 1 cannot 
get the relatives, I show the cause as ct unknown.” 
If the police knew personally the habits of the 
man, then I would accept their statements, but 
not otherwise. If the police give me information 
as to cause which is the result of inquiry, I reject 
that, for in such scientific inquiries I consider it 
necessary to have information at first hand. 

I have a Hospital Assistant in charge of the 
Thana Hospital; but I take the evidence of re¬ 
latives entirely myself; audit is always in my 
handwriting. 

I have not notes on these cases with me now. 
As a rule; these cases are at least a month under 
my observation at the hospital. 

I think I have sent over fifty cases to the asy¬ 
lums during the years 1881-92. 

I see case No. 9 on my list. I ascertained the 
cause of insanity in that case. It was about four 
years ago when the Tansa Valley works were go¬ 
ing on. The cause was ganja smoking. The 
name was Yesu Ragho. It is possible he was 
sent to Kolaba Asylum: I think so. I forgot 
whether I had his relations up. Speaking gener¬ 
ally, if I had a history of the ganja habit, I 
should not be inclined to make that the cause if 
it were moderate. Moderate consumption I would 
regard as a predisposing cause rather than excit¬ 
ing. 1 would not put down “ cause unknown ” 
in that case. This is evidently the case 
shown as No. 2 on the 1892 hemp drug ad¬ 
missions in the Kolaba Asylum, The paraplegia 
referred to as having supervened there, does not 
militate against the man’s being a ganja smoker, 
or the cause of his melancholia being due to exces¬ 
sive ganja smoking. Partial paraplegia may be 
due to disease of the spinal chord which may or 
may not be due to ganja smoking. The ultimate 
result of excessive ganja smoking leads in my 
opinion to the total annihilation of the sensory 
nerves, and would so cause paraplegia. I re¬ 
member two instances of bard ganja smokers 
who constantly suffered from peripheral neu¬ 
ritis, in which there was marked anaesthesia 
of the right upper and lower extremity. They 
ultimately died of hemiplegia. We may as¬ 
sume also that brain lesions of the cerebral centres 
may ocGur. I have no personal knowledge from 
post mortem examinations of lesions in the brain 
or in the spinal chord. I cannot refer to any 
works containing a record of such observations, 
not at the present moment. My statements re¬ 
garding these lesions are based on personal observ¬ 
ations of the symptoms of the two cases to whioh 
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I have referred, but they were not verified by 
post-mortem examination, I regard that. experi¬ 
ence as putting the matter practically beyond 
doubt that excessive ganja consumption and such 
lesion are connected as cause and effect. In 
these cases I have the history of the case to guide 
me to the conclusion that the ganja caused the 
lesion, as well as the progress of the disease, as 
observed by me. During the time the man in 
each case was undeT my observation no Cannabis 
indica was given by way of treatment. I got 
the cases under my treatment with the history 
that the men were excessive ganja smokers. 
From the nature of their nervous symptom I was 
of opiuion that they were due to excessive ganja 
smoking; and during the time these cases were 
under my treatment they were never given Can¬ 
nabis indica in any shape. Therefore I conclude 
that there were permanent lesions due to the use 
of the drug. The nervous symptoms to which 
I have referred were similar to sypmtoms which 
might have been caused by any of half a dozen 
other causes, e. g., (chiefly) syphilis and local tum¬ 
ours. I was able to exclude these causes from 
the former history of the cases I have mentioned. 

I know of no experiment on the lower animals 
leading to the conclusion that lesions are caused by 
hemp drugs. 

I am not prepared to go into these ten cases at 
present; for I have not brought my notes on them 
with me. These notes are not so complete as to 
enable me to state in each case whether all pos¬ 
sible causes have been excluded. The notes are 
not complete in regard to the questions put by 


this Commission : and besides I was not so parti¬ 
cular as to cause as I was in regard to the disease. 
I do not think I could give more information than 
could be obtained in the asylums. 

If a man were brought to me insane, who had 
been much under the influence of the sun and of 
malaria, and who had suffered from fever a good 
deal, and I were told of him that he smoked ganja, 
I should say that the exciting cause of the in- 
sanity was the fever if that immediately preceded 
the attack, but that the predisposing cause was 
the use of ganja. In some eases of excess insanity 
can be traced direct to ganja; in other (moderate) 
cases the ganja habit may make the operation of 
sun or malaria effective in producing insanity. 
That is, the man might have escaped otherwise. 
Given the habit of ganja smoking with the fact 
of insanity, however, I would not attribute the 
insanity to the ganja either as the predisposing 
or exciting cause in all cases. In some cases the 
insanity might be due to some cause unconnected 
with ganja. In the ease above stated of the man 
suffering from sun and malaria and fever and smok¬ 
ing ganja, I should hold the ganja to be connect¬ 
ed as cause with the insanity as above Btated, un¬ 
less I could find some cause that excluded it as a 
co-operating cause. This is a typical case from 
my part of the country owing to the malarious 
character of the place and the Tausa Water-works. 
And this explains my statement in answer 46 that 
“ganja smoking acts more as a predisposing than 
as an exciting cause.” I would not call it a pre¬ 
disposing cause in cases of heredity and syphilis, 
but these are rarer in my experience. 


74. Evidence of Surgeon-Colonel D. E. Hughes, Principal Medical Officer , 
Bombay, Deesa and Aden Districts , Bombay. 


1, Fourteen years’ service in a Native Regi¬ 
ment ; Superintendent of Lunatic Asylum, Poona; 
private practice among better class natives. 

27. Among the patients admitted into the 
Poona Lunatic Asylum whose insauity was ascrib¬ 
ed to hemp drugs, by far the greater number 
were Hindus who smoked ganja, 

31. All habits are difficult to break off. 

35. (a) I fear not. 

(i) and (d) Yes. 

(e) I cannot tell. 

if] Most probably. 

48. Apparently so. 

45. To the best of my recollection many of the 
comparatively young sepoys (sixteen years’ service), 
who appeared before Invaliding Boards were said 
to be addicted to ganja and charas smoking to 
which their early break-down was attributed. 
I think the smoking of charas causes bronchitis 
and asthma, as I well remember cases of these 
diseases in the 14th Bombay Infantry which were 
ascribed by the Hospital Assistant and the men's 
comrades to charas smoking, and which recovered 
in hospital quicker than cases due to ordinary 
causes. 

Smoking ganja induces insauity, generally 
mania, and, as far as my recollection goes, tem¬ 
porary in character. The symptoms may be re¬ 
induced by the use of the drug after release from 
restraint as shown by readmissions into lunatic 
asylums. 


Patients when asked whether they were gflDja 
smokers readily admitted the habit, 

47 and 48. Unknown. 

49.1 think so. Well-to-do and comparatively 
young patients, who have consulted me evidently 
with a view to obtaining a prescription for au 
aphrodisiac tonic, have in the course of examina¬ 
tion volunteered the statement that they smoked 
ganja, and appeared to blame that habit for their 
sexual Weakness. 

51. Those I have known as ganja smokers have 
generally been dissipated and disreputable-looking 
men. 

58. Apparently. 

54. Cases of the drug being used by criminals 
for this purpose are quoted iu books of Indian 
Medical Jurisprudence. 

Oral evidence. 

Question l.—l have bad twenty-seven years’ 
service. For fourteen years I was attached to a 
regiment, and was from that time in continuous 
civil employ till quite recently. I was in charge 
of the Lunatic Asylum, Poona, for broken periods, 
amounting iu all to nearly tlyoe years. I have had 
no other exceptional opportunity of gaining 
insanity experience. I am now Principal Medical 
Officer in Bombay, Deesa and Aden districts. 

Question 27 .—Since writing this answer I have 
had it confirmed by figures furnished by the pre¬ 
sent Superintendent of the Asylum, I arrived at 
the conclusion stated by a general recollection of 
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the facts. I have nothing to add on the subject 
which cannot be ascertained from the registers of 
the asylum. 

Question 45. —I remember that when the yearly 
inspection for pension took place each year in Sep¬ 
tember, a number of men, of service only just 
long enough to earn pension, came up suffering 
from bronchitis and asthma. They were generally 
weak and broken in appearance, but this may 
have been caused by voluntary starvation. They 
would attend the hospital and be cured, and be in 
a short time readmitted for the same complaint. 
They were, as I have said, of the length of service 
which would entitle them to invalid pension. It 
was explained to me that they owed their illness 
to ehsras smoking. I did not certily in any case 
that the illness of a man who was granted pension 
was due to charas. I am bound to state that an 
applicant's disease was not aggravated by vice or 
intemperance, hut I took no notice of the use of 
the drug in any of these cases, because I did not 
attach sufficient importance to the statements 
made to me, and was not sure that they were 
comet. I speak only of physical break-down in 
this answer. In saying that smoking ganja 
induces insanity I refer to the excessive use. My 
statement is based on lunatic asylum experienoe 
principally, but also upon my experience as Civil 
Surgeon when certifying cases for the asylum. 
I do not remember any particular case, but re¬ 
member them as a class. As Civil Surgeon, I 
thought it was my duty to ascertain the causes 
of insanity. For this purpose I enquired of re¬ 
lations when they came, and, if they were not 
present, of the police. . I would ask relations what 
the cause was. If they said ganja, I should have 
considered it quite enough. If the police made 
the same statement, I should accept it. As far 
as I know, these statements form the basis of the 
asylum statistics. But when a man gets over his 
insanity in the asylum, he will sometimes con¬ 
fess to the use of the drug. If the friends told 


me, or the man admitted, that he used ganja, I 
would make no further enquiry, but assume that 
the use was excessive. If the ganja habit were 
admitted, I should still enquire as to other causes 
—those detailed in the form. I have had cases 
in which the use of alcohol and opium has been 
admitted as well as that of ganja. When ganja 
and alcohol were both admitted, the ease would 
be entered as one of toxic insanity. But as a 
rule I think the cause would be put down to 
ganja for preference. In a ease where hereditary 
insanity was' established and the use of ganja 
admitted, the case would probably be regarded 
as one in which heredity was the predisposing and 
ganja the exoiting cause, and ganja would be 
entered as the cause in the returns, I do not 
regard the returns of the lunatic asylums, framed 
in the manner I have described, as forming a 
satisfactory basis for a scientific opinion regard¬ 
ing the connection between insanity and the hemn 
drugs. But the procedure is the best that is 
practicable, and the information is all that we 
can get. I have no doubt in my own mind, in 
spite of the partial discrediting of the statistics, 
that ganja does lead to a form of mania. A 
great proportion of the cases assigned to hemp 
drugs in lunatic asylum reports are in my belief 
due to that cause, though possibly the drug is 
unfairly charged with a certain portion of them. 
I say only “ possibly " notwithstanding what I 
have said above, because if ganja is the exciting 
cause of insanity, I think it is properly entered as 
“ the cause" whether there was a predisposing 
cause or not. There is no advantage in entering 
a “ cause " which is doubtful, because it will be 
of no assistance in the treatment of the case. 
But for the purpose of the returns I should never 
enter a case as “ cause unknown " when the ganja 
habit had been attributed to the man. Notwith¬ 
standing this, I cannot go further than to say 
that the drug is “possibly" credited unfairly 
with causing insanity. 


75. Evidence of Surgeon-Captain W. H. 
Oral evidence . 

Question 1 .—I am eleven years in service. I 
have been Assistant Civil Surgeon for nearly four 
years, and Surgeon to the Sassoon Hospital during 
that period. I have been in temporary charge of 
the Poona Lunatic Asylum for short periods, and 
1 was fifteen months in charge of the Katnagiri 
Asylum. I have had no special asylum experience 
in England. 

Question 45-~~ The lunatics found wandering 
about in Poona are sent to me for observation. 
Sometimes a vernacular correspondence is sent 
with the lunatic. As a rule, only a letter is sent 
stating that the lunatic is of unsound mind, and 
requesting me to examine him and give the neces¬ 
sary certificate for admission to the asylum if he 
is found to be insane. As a rule, it is very diffi¬ 
cult to find out anything about the lunatic's past 
habits and history.' When the lunatic’s relations 
come up we can discover something. The verna¬ 
cular papers constitute the police report. They 
sometimes contain a declaration by the relatives. 

I get them read by students at the hospital at the 
rime that I inspect the lunatic. The papers 
generally contain information regarding the con¬ 
duct which proves the existeuce of lunacy. They 
rarely give any information about the cause of 


Burke, Jaaiatant Civil Surgeon, JPoona. 

insanity. It is very uncommon for me to see the 
man’s friends. It happens when the relatives 
wish to take charge of the lunatic, and such cases 
do not go into the asylum. Sometimes the 
lunatic) himself gives some account of his past 
history. I generally try to see the lunatic's 
relations myself if thej come. Sometimes the 
student in charge of the case takes their state¬ 
ments. Tbe student and I also conduct our exa¬ 
mination in accordance with Form C. In Ratna- 
giri, Form C was always filled up by the Magis¬ 
trate. Here it is filled up by me. In Ratnagiri 
the Magistrate sometimes left some details of the 
statement blank for me to fill in as Superintend, 
ent of the Asylum, Tbe information I give in 
Form C is generally very incomplete, as I have 
only the lunatic to get it from. The important 
part of my duty in connection with the lunatic is 
tbe preparation of Form A, the medical certificate 
which contains no entry as to cause. Against head 
13 of Form C, in the case of Gujar Shah, appears 
the _ following entry :—“ Tbe above mentioned 
ganja smoking and religious and isolated habits.” 
So far as I remember the entry regarding ganja 
smoking was based on a vernacular paper. The 
man was a fakir, aged 75, and appeared to be 
suffering from religious mania, due, in part at 
least, to his habits and ways of thought as a 
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fakir. The fact of his early cure, as shown by 
his exhibiting no signs of insanity in the asylum, 
would point to ganja smoking as the exciting 
cause, the symptoms having only lasted about six 
days. If there had been no history of ganja 
smoking in this case, the symptoms would have 
been consistent with the form of mania called 
transient mania. I have seen that form of mania. 
Without the ganja history, I could not have arrived 
at any diagnosis of the cause. Against bead 12 
in Form G of the case of Rangnath Trimbak is 
entered “ unknown,’’ and against head 6 of the 
same form regarding character is entered “ drinks 
bhang/' I cannot recall the facts of the case 
clearly, but think the entries were based on exa¬ 
mination of his brother, who was present. It is 
evident from the entry against head 12 that I 
did not attribute the insanity in this case to the 
hemp drugs. If I ascertained that the man used 
ganja I would attribute the insanity to ganja in 
default of other causes. It has not been my 
practice to make enquiry whether the patient was 
given to the excessive, as distinguished from the 
moderate, use. In the case of Kangnath, it is 
probable that the brother did not attribute the 
insanity to the drug. In the case of Trimbak 
Vinayak, all the entries in Form C are based on 
the father’s statement. I don't remember in 
what condition the boy was, and the statement 
“ abstinence from food " was probably based on 
the father’s information. In the case of Laxman 
Nandram, it is stated opposite “ character ” {head 
6 of Form C) that ‘‘ he drinks country liquor 
and ganja,” The brother was present, and this 
statement was probably made by him. Against 
head 12,1 entered the cause as “ unknown.” The 
insanity having lasted two and a half years (vide 
bead 9) may have been the cause of my doubt as 
to whether liquor and ganja should be regarded 
as the cause. I have always looked upon Form 
C as a statement of which the entries might be 
modified by enquiry at the asylum, and I have 
thought it better to record the word <f unknown,” 
unless I was tolerably certain regarding the cause, | 


If I had regarded the last case as one of toxic 
insanity, I should not have put it down to country 
liquor in preference to ganja, though the lunatic 
used both. If it is true, as stated in the asylum, 
that the man smoked ganja occasionally but not 
regularly, and that he drank liquor frequently for 
years, I should have been inclined to regard liquor 
as the more probable cause if the insanity could 
be considered to be toxic. I should class hemp 
drug insanity generally as acute mania. Acute 
mania may be due to many causes. I can’t say 
that I have noticed any typical symptom* in acute 
mania due to hemp drugs. The diagnosis would 
rest on the appearance of the lunatic and on the 
temporary nature of the insanity. Other symp¬ 
toms would be reduess of the eyes, violent excite¬ 
ment, and mental activity, I have not noticed 
anything peculiar about the pupils. These symp¬ 
toms would be present in transient mania. I 
would not go so far as to say that the diagnosis 
of hemp drug insanity depends entirely on history. 
There are appearances which one comes to regard 
as connected with such cases, but on which I 
should not venture to make a diagnosis without 
history of the hemp drug habit. All the symp¬ 
toms might be found in the form of insanity 
known as transient mania ; but I should not diag¬ 
nose transient mania from them, because my ex¬ 
perience has led me to regard it as much more 
rare than hemp drag insanity. Transient mania 
might be brought on by mental shock, such as 
loss of money or exposure. I don’t think dha- 
tura poisoning, whose symptoms are well marked, 
could be mistaken for it. Up-country men and 
fakirs seem to furnish the majority of hemp-drug 
insanes. • These classes of persons are exposed to 
vicissitudes of temperature and insufficient food. 
These would be causes of transient mania. The 
fakir class would be specially liable to an attack of 
transient mania from exposure to woather, want 
of food, and religious excitement. The solitary 
habit would be more likely to induce melan. 
cholia. 


76. Evidence of Ra .0 Sa.heb Bhicajee Amroot Ohobbe, Brahmin , Assistant Surgeon, 

Poona City. 


Ganja is used for smoking; generally a little 
tobacco is mixed with it before use. It is also 
used in the preparation of majum, yakuti, gul- 
cand, and sbrikhand, which are used for eating. 

Bhang is powdered and mixed with syrup and 
used under the name of ghota for drinking. 

Charas is used for smoking only. 

They are generally used by the idle and vicious 
of all classes; but bhang and the said prepara¬ 
tions of ganja are sometimes used even by persons 
of respectable position. 

Charas is very rarely used in this part of India, 
and I cannot assign any reason for this. 

Ganja and charas are used for smoking, bhang 
for drinking, and the preparations of ganja for 
eating. 

Smoking of ganja is prevalent amongst the lower 
classes, and bhang and the preparations of ganja are 
need, though rarely, by the other classes for chink¬ 
ing and eating respectively. 

Bbang is, I believe, never used for smoking. 

The use of these narcotics is, I believe, on an 
increase in Poona, and this may perhaps be due to 
vol. vii. 


the cheapness of the drugs. They are cheaper 
than any of the other narcotics. 

Low company, idle habits, absence of mental 
work and poverty generally lead people to resort 
to these narcotics. 

A habitual moderate oonsumer requires per 
diem half an anna for ganja and one anna for 
bhang; while a habitual excessive consumer re¬ 
quires per diem two annas for gauja and four 
annas for bhaug. 

Dhatura is sometimes mixed with these narco¬ 
tics in order to increase their intoxicating effects. 

The consumption of these drugs is chiefly con¬ 
fined to the male sex. The habit is contracted 
generally after twenty years of age; ganja is not 
at all used by children and women. Some pros¬ 
titutes, however, are known to make use of bbang 
and the preparations o£ ganja. 

Tire habit is easily formed, and it is very diffi¬ 
cult to break it off. 

It is not quite feasible to prohibit the use of 
the drug, since its prohibition is likely to lead 
the persons habituated to its use to take to other 
more expensive intoxicants. 

z 
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Cannabis causes mirthful delirium, causeless fits 
of laughter, dilatation of the pupils and halluci¬ 
nations, whereas alcohol leads to contraction of 
the pupils, furious excitement and more marked 
unsteadiness of gait. 

By smoking ganja and charas, mental, diges¬ 
tive, and consequently the physical, powers of 
the body are impaired. In extreme cases it leads 
to melancholy, impotence and dropsy. 

Smoking is more injurious than eating, 

European doctors prescribe extract and tincture 
of ganja in cases of diarrhoea, dysentery, asthma, 
gleet, tetanus, etc. Native Vaidyas prescribe 
ganja and its preparations in some of the above 
maladies, Native physicians are known to use 
ganja in cattle diseases. 

Habitual moderate use of these drugs is, I think, 
not beneficial to the digestive system, but it does 
give some staying- power under severe exertion ; 
it does not serve as a febrifuge or preventive of 
malaria. 

Habitual use of this drug, however moderate, 


does in no way do good to the human system. 
Moderate use of ghota, a preparation of bhang, 
slightly aids digestion, but taken in excess it 
produces injurious effects. 

Moderate consumers are inoffensive to their 
neighbours. 

The immediate effeot of moderate use is iuvigor- 
ating and refreshing. It excites hunger. 

Habitual use of ganja and charas impairs the 
constitution and injures digestion, but I think it 
does not cause dysentery, bronchitis or asthma. 
It impairs the moral sense, and brings on lazinesB, 
Ganja smoking weakens mental powers and causes 
insanity in many cases, which is rarely permanent. 

The habit is not inherited. 

It is used as an aphrodisiac. It is used by 
6ome prostitutes. It is said to produce impotence. 

Moderate use of the drug does not lead a person 
to commit crime. 

Excessive use of the drug leads to temporary 
homioidat freuzy. 


77. Evidence of Khan Bahadite Dossabhoy Pestonjke, Farsi, Assistant 
Surgeon, Parakfi Dispensary , Surat , and Honorary Assistant Surgeon to 
His Excellency the Viceroy. 


1. I am medical officer in charge of the Pa- 
rakh Dispensary at Surat, and besides I have had 
extensive private praetioe amongst the inhabit¬ 
ants and operatives of mills in this city. 

2. In India, so in the district of Surat, there 
are three narcotic articles that are naturally ob¬ 
tained from hemp. The three articles are (*') 
siddbi bhang, («'*') ganja, and (it*) charas. There 
are three different names for siddhi, viz., bhang, 
sabzi or myapani, the word patti .being quite un¬ 
known in Gnzerat. 

Charas is a greenish-brown, moist, resinous 
mass and consists of resin mixed sometimes with 
fragments of the leaves. Bhang consists of 
dried leaves in the form of ooarse powder with 
peculiar odour characteristic of its narcotic prin¬ 
ciples. Ganja is the name given to the flowering 
tops of the female plant. There are three varieties, 
but only two are known in Guzerat (i) the flat 
ganja, and (ii) the broken ganja. 

Yes, these definitions may be accepted for the 
province of Guzerat. Each of these products is 
locally known as (i) bhang, (ii) charas, and (Hi) 
ganja. 

19. Ganja and charas are for the most part used 
for smoking, but some people use ganja leaves 
for eating with the object of producing its effects 
without taking the trouble of cleaniug it and 
smoking it in a pipe. 

23. To my knowledge bhang is never used for 
smoking to produce intoxication. 

28. The average allowance and cost of each of 
these drugs depend upon the habit of the consumer 
of taking it once or twice a day, and the locality in 
which the drugs are grown and easily obtainable. 

(a) The dose is one tok or two drachms, 
and the cost one pice. 

(J) The dose is three tolas or 6 drachms, 
and the cost from one to two annas. 

29. With some inveterate smokers of ganja it 
is the practice sometimes to mix dhatura and 
opium for the purpose of smoking, the object being 


to intensify the effects of intoxication at compara¬ 
tively less oost. 

Yes, there is a preparation which is ordinarily 
called bhang massala, and which consists of the 
following ingredients : —Pepper, almonds, poppy 
seeds, sugar, and pistachio seeds. Another prepa¬ 
ration called maj mu consists of sugar, butter, flour, 
milk and bhang. 

30. The consumption of each of these drugs is 
generally practised in solitude except in the case 
of charas, which is invariably smoked in shops and 
in the company of habitual comrades. The con¬ 
sumption of these articles is mainly confined to 
the male sex, except in the case of bhang, which 
is used in the form of drink by some low caste 
females, and generally by prostitutes. 

31. The habit is easily formed and very difficult 
to break off, A confirmed consumer of ganja will 
smoke it with the sale of all his belongings, and 
it is particularly with this drug that there is a 
peculiar tendency for the moderate habit to develop 
into the excessive. 

32. It is customary at weddings, amongst a 
class of people called the Ghauehees and fishermen, 
to partake of a little quantity of bhang before 
commencing their meals for the purpose of pro¬ 
ducing excitement and exhilaration, and the use’ 
in such cases is generally temperate, and there is 
no reason to believe that such temporary use of 
the drug leads to the formation of any confirmed 
habit or desire. Bhang is offered at the shrine of 
“ Mabadeb,” the votaries not partaking it. 

86, I am of opinion that alcohol has gradually 
superseded the use of any of these drugs, on 
account of the greater facility in obtaining it, and 
the surreptitious and seeret manner in which it 
could be obtained for ready use. 

37. I have had no experience of the effects of 
charas smoking, which is wholly practised in shops 
at Bombay. The effects produced by the drinking 
of bhang are of a mild exhilarant character, and 
free from any tendency to commit violenoe or self- 
destruction. Charas is not used in this district. 
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Drinking bhang is considered a safer and more 
healthy practice than smoking ganja. 

39. It is generally admitted, and I believe with 
much truth, that the habitual excessive smoking 
of hemp induces a tendency towards producing 
insanity, and this opinion is confirmed by some 
cases which have come under my professional 
observations. 

40. In some cases of asthma and diseases of the 
lungs smoking of hemp is recommended as a great 
palliative of the attack. Amongst cattle, and especi¬ 
ally amongst buffaloes, it is given with the object 
of causing an increased flow of milk. Bhang 
leaves are used for fumigation in haemorrhoids and 
fistula of anus, 

41. A moderate use of bhang is beneficial in 
its effects— 

(а) as giving a stimulus to appetite; 

(б) as a restorative under severe strain of the 

sy«tem or in alleviating the effeots of 
fatigue. 

(<?) It is said to be a febrifuge in malarious 
districts. 

It tends to keep up the vital powers, especially 
amongst those accustomed to hard labour, as wood¬ 
cutters and carriers of heavy loads. 

42. I consider the moderate use of bhang bene¬ 
ficial as discussed in the above question. Jewel¬ 
lers and goldsmiths generally take a small quantity 
of bhang before commencing their usual daily 
avocations. 

44. The immediate effect is that of slight ex¬ 
citement with incoherent and a rapid succession 
of thoughts. In small doses it is refreshing. In 
large doses it produces intoxication. The effects 
last for four or five hours. The after-effects are 
languor and lassitude. 

45. No, it does not. 

46. Hxbitual excessive use of the drug produces 
derangement of the mental powers. It reduces 
the vital powers of the system, and renders the 
consumer liable to attacks of dysentery and bron¬ 
chitis. It has the effect of impairing the moral 
sense, and produces habits of immorality or de¬ 
bauchery. In cases whete insanity is produced 
by the use of hemp drugs, the type is generally 
that of imbeclitiy or idiotoy, and is almost in¬ 
curable. 

49. It is said that a moderate use of bhang is 
made as an aphrodisiac by prostitutes. Excessive 
and constant use of hemp has a tendency to pro- 
duce impotence. 

50. Excessive use of these articles, especially-of 
ganja, is prejudicial to health. It destroys ap¬ 
petite instead of stimulating it. It undermines 
the vital powers of the system, and lastly it leads 
to iusan,ity. 

66. The admixture of dhatura to bhang is in 
use only amongst those who have contracted ex¬ 
cessive and inveterate habits, with the object of 
intensifying the effects of the drug at a minimum 
of cost. 

Oral evidence. 

Question 1 .—I was educated in the Grant Me- 
dical College, and am G. G. M. C. (Graduate, 
Grant Medical College), having taken my degree 
before the University came into existence. I 
have thirty-three years’ service all in this presi¬ 
dency. I have no special experience about insani¬ 
ty : no asylum experience. Being in charge of 
the Mahikantha Agency for one year gave me 
vol. vii. 


some experience of ganja; there were 1,000 
people employed on the horses, of whom about one- 
third used hemp drugs. This was in 1860. I 
have had occasional experience since. 

Question 3.— By the last clause I mean that 
it is now more easy to obtain liquor surreptitiously 
than it used to be, I am only Bpeaking from 
experience in the city of Surat. 

Question 46 ,—My statements here as to in¬ 
sanity are based on my Mahikantha experiences 
among the troopers. I have no more recent ex¬ 
perience. I have had one case more recent than 
these (which occurred in 1860). I have had a 
case in Surat, six years ago. I have no case since 
then ; that is my last case. Nor do I remember 
any case between 1860 and the Surat case. The 
man was a Hindu about 24 or 25. I believe he 
was single, but do not know. He was brought to 
me for treatment in 1887 suffering from dementia. 
He was brought by his relations as a private patient. 
His relations informed me that at the age of 15 or 
16 he contracted the habit of smoking ganja. I 
was not told where he learned the habit: these 
people are not accurate in their statements. Since 
he had contracted the habit he had left off going 
to school and was constantly in the habit of wander¬ 
ing in the streets. I was told that his habits 
gradually became filthy, not particular about clean¬ 
liness, and that his memory so far disappeared 
that he could not recognize even his friends or re¬ 
lations. He was not violent or a terror to his 
neighbours. I did not scud him to the hospital, 
and recommended that he should be washed, and 
declared that the case was almost incurable. He 
was brought before me on two or three occasions at 
intervals of two or three months. He was only 
brought to me as an out-door patient, i, e., for a 
few minutes or half an hour at a time. He was 
not an official patieut; so I took no notes of the 
case. 

The only cause the relations could assign for 
his insanity was smoking ganja. I enquired as 
to whether he was a great student or had auy 
strain on his brain ; but they could not give me 
any positive reply. I also asked about immoral¬ 
ity. They could not give me any answer. I believe 
they were either ashamed to reveal the real 
state ol his mind or perhaps they did not know. 

They said there was no hereditary tendency : 
that he had no mad relative. I do not remember 
whether I asked about liquor, as he was a Hindu. 

They said he had begun to fail at about the age 
of 15 or 16, and had grown gradually worse. I 
formed the opinion at the time that this insanity 
was due to ganja. 1 cannot say that I am con¬ 
vinced that it was not due to venereal excess. 

The relations told me ho was a lively boy up 
to fifteen. I had not seen him before he was 
brought to me. The only peculiar symptoms of 
hemp drug insanity are a peculiar despondency of 
mind and dread of relations and friends. I be¬ 
lieve there is also a loss of venereal power. I re¬ 
gard these as typical symptoms, using the word 
“ typical ” in a medical sense. From these symp¬ 
toms I would be led to form an opinion that the 
insanity was due to hemp drugs. I would be in¬ 
clined to diagnose it even without any history. 
Any or all of these symptoms might be due to 
other causes. I would attach some importance to 
the history also. 1 believe I cannot say that any 
case of insanity is due to hemp drugs from the 
symptoms without the history. History is not the 
sole means of arriving at a diagnosis .• symptoms 
must also be taken into consideration. I base my 

% 2 
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statements about typical symptoms only on this 
case which is my only ganja case. The Mahi- 
kantha cases of i860 were ganja cases, but none 
of them was a confirmed form of madness. I 
have never read of, or come across, any case of 
ganja insanity with these typical symptoms. I 
do not remember reading of such a ease. 


From this oase I also judge that confirmed in¬ 
sanity from ganja is inourable. 

Question 49. —People have t Id me that they 
themselves have used bhang as an aphrodisiac. 
There are other aphrodisiacs easily available to the 
people, but bhang is the only cheap one. 


78. Evidence of Assistant Surgeon Anna Moreshwar Kunte, J. J. Hospital, 

Bombay . 


1. In my professional capacity I have had a 
few opportunities. 

2. Yes. The dried leaves of the hemp plant 
are sold in the market under the following 
names:—bhang, sabji, ghota, and siddhi. 

10. Ganja and charas are used only for smok¬ 
ing. 

28. Bhanga is not used for smoking in Bom¬ 
bay. 

28. (a) Three tolas, which cost about }th of an 
anna. 

(J) Drink the sherbet prepared from bhang 
to the extent of about two or three seers, which 
cost about 4 anna. Bavas and fakirs, habitual 
excessive consumers, oonsume about 4 seer of 
ganja a day. 

29. Ordinarily bhanga is mixed with a little 
of black pepper and sugar. Excessive consumers 
add sometimes a little of dhatura (the seeds gene¬ 
rally) to increase the power of the drug. Ganja 
smokers mix with it half the quantity of tobacco. 

Bhanga massala consists of (1) black pepper, 
(2) poppy seeds, (8) rose buds, (4) cardamoms, and 
(5) almonds in varying proportions, 

30. Bhanga (preparation) is usually drunk in 
quantities, either in solitude or in company of 
others, Ganja smoking is better enjoyed in com¬ 
pany than in solitude. Bhang drinking is con¬ 
fined both to the males as well as females. Males 
only smoke. Children under 18 or 14 years of 
age are not found smoking ganja. 

81, The habit of consuming any of these drugs 


is generally formed by association ; but once the 
habit is formed it is difficult to get rid of it. 

82. Worshippers of god Mahadeva prepare the 
sherbet of bhang in large quantities on Mondays. 
In the month of Shravan, a large quantity is free¬ 
ly distributed. The Marwari Brahmans parti¬ 
cularly believe in the efficacy of the drug in this 
month. The use of the drug is generally in 
moderate quantities. This does not lead to the 
formation of the habit. They don’t seem to be 
injurious. 

86. Alcohol of late is taking the place of these 
drugs. The causes of this change seem to be— 

(a) The trouble one has to take to preparing 
ganja or bhanga. 

(}) Alcohol can be easily obtained. 

(c) Aloohol works on the system sooner, and is 
becoming more fashionable. 

89. Smoking is more injurious than drinking 
bhanga. 

40. Vaidyas often use bhanga as a fumigation 
for piles. 

41. (a) Moderate ganja smoking is said to 
increase the appetite. I have personally not 
known much about it. 

(i) A person is supposed to stand exposure and 
fatigue. 

(e), (d) It is not a febrifuge. 

42. The use of these drugs is not harmless. 

44 and 45. I had no opportunities of observing 
this. 

47, No. It is not a hereditary habit. 


79. Evidence o/A ssistant Surgeon M. 

Question 46 .—I have found insanity to result 
often from the excessive and habitual use of ganja 
or bhang. During the last twenty-one years, i 872 
—1892, 76 lunatics were referred to me for ex¬ 
amination and report. Out of these, 15 or 20 
per cent, had become insaue from ganja smoking. 
Of these, 8 were afflicted with general mania, 2 
amorous mania, 3 demonomania and 1 each 
with pyromania and religious mania. In one 
case, I have observed general atrophy and death 
to result from the use of majum, or sweet eakes 
made of bhang. I have not noticed any other 
disease to result.from occasional or moderate uee 
of ganja or bhang in any form, although some 
town people do occasionally iudulge in it 

Oral evidence. 

Question 46.—SI he oases referred to in my 
lettet were cases which were sent to me in my 


P, Pereira, in medical charge, Alibag, 

capacity as Civil Surgeon for report to the 
Magistrate. I base my statement upon the 
record of such reports made by me. My report 
was in each case bused upon the information 
given by the police or furnished by the lunatic 
himself or his relations. I could not say that the 
opinion reported in any one ease was oue which, 
speaking professionally, was based upon -adequate 
observation. The reason is that they were just 
passing through my hands, and the time for 
observation was limited. The important point 
was to decide whether the man was a lunatic or 
not, not what the causes of his insanity were, 
although the cause had to be entered in the 
Forms A and C, and it was accordingly entered, 
so far as could be ascertained from the brief 
period and opportunities afforded for observation 
and as communicated to me. I do not think 
the cases are worth laying before the Commission. 
I have been in independent charge for the last 
twenty-five years. 
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80. Evidence of Rao Bahadur Thakordas Kikabhat, Bania, Assistant Surgeon 

TFadhwan Civil Station y Kathiawar. 


1. (a) Bhang: (1) my own personal ex¬ 
perience as regards its effects when taken 
occasionally in moderate quantities; (2) experience 
derived from observing its effects on relatives, 
friends, religious mendicants, jogis, atits, fakirs 
and class of people who are votaries of the god 
Mahadev. I have seen people who are occasional 
moderate consumers as well as habitual moderate 
consumers. I have also seen occasional excessive 
consumers and habitual excessive consumers. (8) 
.My coming in contact with different classes of 
people professionally is also one of the sources of 
information. 

(b) As far as charas is concerned, I have neither 
personal experience nor have I had any oppor¬ 
tunities of observing its effect on others. What 
little I know of its effects and uses has been derived 
from statement of others. 

(c) Ganja,—I have no personal experience as 
regards ganja. But I have seen many persons 
who are addicted to its use. Also I had oppor¬ 
tunities of observing its effects on friends and 
others when indulged in occasional and habitual 
moderate and excessive quantities. 

(d) Besides all these sources enumerated above, 
there is one other source which I must not omit to 
mention, and this is the study and perusal of 
medical works. 

2. Dr. Brain's definition can be accepted for 
this province except that the bhang sold in these 
parts is not the leaves only of the hemp plant as 
stated by him. It is always more or less mixed 
with seeds. There are various names by which 
bhang is known in this part of the country, and 
these names with their meanings are explained 
below. Ganja and charas go by the same name 
here as in Bengal. 

The following are the various names by which 
bhang is known 

(1) Vijia. This means giver of success. (2) 
Dnyanvali, meaning creeper of knowledge. (8) 
Samitdevi, meaning giver of knowledge. (4) 
Sabji. (5) Bhang is also commonly called 
“ Lilagar." (6) Siddbi. Literally means accom¬ 
plishments of purpose. Bhang is so called be¬ 
cause it is used by jogis and ascetics to con¬ 
centrate their mind when practising jog with 
the object of attaining one or more of the eight 
principal siddhis known to the Hindu mythology. 
The names of these eight principal siddhis are— 

(1) Anima; (2) laghima; (3) garimaj (4) 
pathima ; (6) parkaya pravesh ; (6) durgaman ; 
(7) durviukshanj (8) adrashya. 

The chur ” variety of ganja of Dr. Prain is 
generally known in this part of the country as 
ganja-no-girdo. 

Ganja is also called " sulpha ” or “ lila. ” 

19, Ganja and charas are generally used for 
smoking purposes only. Ganja is more in use 
than charas in this part of country. Charas is not 
known to many in this part. Atits, khakhis and 
ogis are the only class of persons who to my 
nowledge supply few instances of ganja drinking, 
but this is more the exception than the rule. 

28. Bhang is generaPy nsed for eating and 
drinking purposes only, Bbang smoking is not 
known. Persons accustomed to ganja smoking 


when they cannot get ganja sometimes smoke 
bhang ; but these instances are very rare. 

28. Quantity. Price. 

(а) Bhang, habitual 

moderate . 1 to 2 drains 1 pie to 1$ pie. 
about 

Habitual excessive 6\ drams 2 pice. 

(б) Ganja habitual 

moderate . 4 to 24 drains 1 pie to i\ pios. 

Habitual excessive 3 to 6 drains 2 pice to 1 anna. 

Besides these, cases are seen in whioh large quan¬ 
tities of bhang as well as ganja are consumed by 
yogis and atits. In these exceptional cases i seer 
of ganja and 4 seer of bhang are consumed by a 
single individual occasionally as well as daily. 

29. Bhang is ordinarily mixed with black or 
white pepper. It is Dot as a rule mixed with any 
poisonous drugs, but some samples of bhang con¬ 
tain an admixture of ganja-no-girdo, which is 
mostly got rid of by the washing process to which 
it is subjected before it is prepared for drinking 
purpose. Some fakirs and yogis mix it with 
dbatura seeds for the object of increasing its intoxi¬ 
cating effects. It is also exceptionally mixed with 
jowari grains and jowari roots to intensify its 
effects ; well-to-do class mix with various cooling 
and stimulating drugs, such as cucumber BeedB, 
marsh melon seeds, watermelon seeds, fennel seeds, 
saffron, almonds, charoli (kernels of Bucbanania 
latifolia), pista (kernels of Pislasia dried 

rose buds, confection of roses, cardamoms, sugar, 
milk, and poppy seeds. Ganja is never smoked alone. 
It is always mixed with tobacco. Before it is mix¬ 
ed with tobacco it is washed to remove the colour¬ 
ing matter. After it is thoroughly washed, which 
appears by the washings coming out clear and 
colourless, itis squeezed between both the palms and 
then mixed with tobacco, and then put in a chillum 
Exceptionally it is mixed by yogis, khakhis, and 
fakirs with dhatura, Calotropis gigantea, arsenic, 
also with dried rose flower buds, otto of roses, 
cardamoms j sometimes it is washed with the juice 
of sugarcane. The poisonous drugs are added to 
intensify its effects ; others are added for their 
flavour. It is also mixed with goodaku, which is 
a preparation of jagri and tobacco. Some people 
prepare a special chillum from sugarcane and smoke 
ganja in it. The object of smoking thus is to 
mitigate the local irritant effect on the throat. The 
ordinary bbang massala of the bazar consists of 
black pepper, poppy seeds, almonds, fennel seeds 
and rose buds. Besides the ordinary massala other 
drugs enumerated above form the special massala 
of the well-to-do. 

Bhang is used for eating and drinking pur¬ 
poses in the following different ways 

(1) It is prepared in the form of powder 
for eating purpose. At first bhang is 
roasted on gentle fire till it assumes a 
reddish-brown colour and then reduced 
to fine powder. This is mixed with 
equal quantity of sugar or a little salt 
and pepper according to taste and taken. 

(2) Roasted gram and dry dates are charged 

with bhang, salt and pepper by certain 
process and taken by some for the pur¬ 
pose of intoxication. 

(8) A kind of sweetmeat is prepared from 
bbang called roahnjoon. The ordinary ma- 
hajoon that is sold in bazar is generally 
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composed of sugar, ghee, and bhang. It is 
prepared thus : —The required quantity of 
bhang is steeped in water for some time, 
then it is mixed with equal quantity of ghee 
in a tinned vessel, and the vessel is put on 
fire. The mixture is allowed to boil, taking 
care that after it is being put on fire it is 
constantly stirred up. Boiling is continued 
till all the water is evaporated, and the 
mixture is then removed from the fire, and 
while hot, it is strained through a piece of 
cloth. By this process you get an oily 
solution of bhang, called bhang-noo-ghee, 
with its colouring matter. The refuse is 
thrown away. The oily solulion is sub¬ 
jected to washing to remove its colouring 
matter. The washings are thrown away. 
Then sufficient quantity of sugar is taken, 
to which a little water is added, and the 
vessel containing sugar and water is put on 
fire; just as the sugar dissolves, froth col¬ 
lects on its upper surface. Milk and water 
are added with the object of removing the 
dirt of the sugar. Addition of milk and 
water brings the dirt in the form of a thick 
scum on the surface of the saccharine solu¬ 
tion. This soum is removed. This addi¬ 
tion of milk and water is repeated until the 
saccharine solution becomes thick, clear and 
of syrupy consistence. This is now mixed 
with the prepared ghee of hemp, and 
brisk stirring is continued for a few minu¬ 
tes. This is then poured in a flat dish 
and allowed to solidify in the form of a 
cake, which is divided into lozenges to 
which gold or silver leaves are applied. 
This is the ordinary mahajoon of bazar. 
When specially prepared it is mixed with 
stimulant and savoury substances. 

(4) The liquid preparation of the bhang is made 
ub under. At first it is roasted on gentle 
lire until the leaves assume a reddish-brown 
colour. It is then put in a cup and steeped 
in water for about ten to fifteen minutes. 
The water is strained out and fresh water 
again added for washing it. This washing 
process is repeated till the washings come 
out clear aud colourless. When thus freed 
of its colouring matter, some black or white 
pepper seeds are added to it and pounded on 
a stone slab with a cylindrical stone pestle, 
with the addition of little water so as to 
reduce it to a pulpy mass. This pulpy 
mass is mixed with required quantity of 
water varying from a pint to a pint and a 
half or more for one person, and strained 
through a piece of dhoti cloth. This strain¬ 
ing process is repeated three times over, 
and the liquid thus prepared is ready for 
drink, The refuse is thrown away. This 
process is generally practised by habitual 
consumers. Persons who take it for occa¬ 
sional luxury generally add all the substan- 
ces shown in answer to question No. 29. 
The liquid thus prepared goes by the name 
of “maya"—literally means worldly regard, 
(5) There is another liquid preparation, which is 
solely prepared in milk as under:— Required 
quantity of roasted bhang,which varies from 
% to 3 tolas, is tied up iu a piece of clean 
muslin cloth with a twine ; this is then tied 
to a piece of stick in its centre. This stick 
is put horizontally over the edge of the 
vessel containing milk in such a way that 
the bottom of the bag containing bhang just 
touches the level of the milk. The vessel is 


put on fire. The milk,while hoi!mg, rises and 
falls, thus extracting the active principle of 
bhang in the hag. The milk is boiled for 
about an hour or more according to the 
intoxication required. Now sugar is added. 
Then the vessel containing milk is removed 
from the stove and allowed to cool. This 
liquid preparation is move intoxicating iu 
its effects than the one given above. 

80. Ganja is generally, though not invariably, 
smoked in company ; bhang is indulged in soli¬ 
tude as well as in company. Ganja is smoked by 
males as well as females of the lower order ; chil¬ 
dren under 14 never smoke gaDja. It is not 
confined to any time of life. Bhang is indulged 
in by all classes of people. Both males and 
females indulge iu it, but the latter form the 
minority. Children as a rule do not indulge in 
bhang, hut occasionally they are initiated by their 
parents and relatives. 

81. Habit, of consuming ganja as well as 
bhang depends on company, and the habit is not 
so easily contracted like opium or alcohol. If one 
indulges in it for about a month or two, he gets 
longing for it and thus the habit is contracted. 
It is not so difficult to break off this habit. Mo¬ 
derate consumer may attain an excessive habit, 
but all this depends on company. Ganja-smok- 
ing is generally prevalent in working class and 
lower order as well as yogis, fakirs and atits; 
while bbang is used by all classes of people, upper, 
lower and middle. It is more used in hot season 
because it is cooling. Gauja is hot. lor charas 
1 have no experience. 

32. Generally it is customary for the votaries 
of Mahadev to indulge in bhang on “Shivaratri, ” 
which falls on Mahavad 14th. It is a belief that 
Mahadev was very fond of this drink, and hence 
the custom has beoome prevalent. It is also in¬ 
dulged iu during “ Holi ” holidays. I know of 
no religious obligation enjoined, and it is not consi¬ 
dered essential. Generally its use is temperate, but 
in some cases it is excessive. It does not lead to 
the formation of habit. It is not in any other 
way injurious, 

36, I think that to a certain extent alcohol is 
substituted for bhang. Indulging iu this drug 
for narootio purposes is considered to be opposed 
to the views generally entertained by modem 
civilization and education, and hence they having 
regard to modern ideas have recourse to alcohol. 
They also think that alcoholic intoxication is im¬ 
mediate and more pleasant in its effects. Estab¬ 
lishment of liquor shops in many more places 
than before is also another cause for its substitu¬ 
tion. Farms in hemp drugs are not sold for last 
two or three years iu certain villages, because the 
farmers say that there are no customers for these 
drugs. In some places increase in revenue from 
farming alcoholic liquors is sufficient to lead one 
to an inference that alcohol to a certain extent is 
substituted for hemp drugs. The use of bhang 
iu higher classes has been, to a very great extent, 
given up for reasons already explained, and they 
take to the use of liquor, indulgence in which is 
to a certain extent increased by the facilities which 
the forward class of natives who call themselves 
Soodbaravalas obtain by their social intercourse 
with people of various creeds and castes who are not 
prohibited from indulging in these drugs reli¬ 
giously, and this class has spread the contagion 
to their less intelligent brothers. Even they have 
the audacity to accuse medical men, particularly 
native practitioners, as the cause of the mischief. 

Hemp drugs are the only drugs which are used 
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by a. large class of people, suoh as yogis, fakirs, 
atits, etc., and there is every probability that 
alcohol will be substituted if these drugs are pro¬ 
hibited to them. 

37. The effects produced by eharas-smoking are 
similar to those produced by ganja-smoking, ex¬ 
cept that the effects are intensified in charas-smok- 
ing. The nature of the effect of bhang-drinking 
is different from smoking ganja. Intoxication of 
ganja is stronger, more rapid and less lasting. In 
the case of ganja the intoxication lasts for about 
three hours. Ganja is considered hot. Bhang is 
cooling. The intoxication of bhang is milder, not 
so rapid and more lasting than ganja. In ease of 
bhang the intoxieatiug effects are gradually de¬ 
veloped, while in case of ganja they develop imme¬ 
diately. The iutoxication of bhang lasts for about 
six hours, 

39. All the different preparations of hemp plants 
are not used both for drinking and smoking, and 
so it is difficult to determine the effects of the 
same preparation both when drunk and smoked. 
Ganja is generally used for smoking; in very few 
exceptional cases it is taken internally. Charas is 
generally 6moked. I am not aware of its bein? 
taken internally. Bhang is generally drunk. Of 
all the three above preparations bhang is consider¬ 
ed the mildest preparation of hemp drugs. This 
appears to me to be true, because the active prin¬ 
ciple of the plant is less in quantity in the leaves 
than in the flowers of the plant. The resin is the 
active and intoxicating principle of the plant, and 
hence it is that charas, which is the resinous exuda¬ 
tion, and ganja which is the flower tops, contain 
more of the resinous principle than the leaves, and 
hence they are stronger and more intoxicating than 
bhang. The general effects of ganja smoking on the 
constitution are exhilaration of spirits, heaviness of 
head, which sometimes amount to actual headache, 
slight injection of eyes and dryness of the throat, 
increase of appetite, and sometimes burning at the 
pit of the stomach. The effects produced by bhang to 
persons not accustomed are exhilaration of spirits, 
dryness of throat, increase of appetite, sensation 
of flying in heaven, lengthening of time, concen¬ 
tration of the mind on a particular object to which 
he is inclined before taking it. As a rule all these 
symptoms are not noticeable in habitual consum¬ 
ers, except slight exhilaration of spirits, general 
vigour, and concentration of mind on objects to 
which they are inclined before taking the drug ; 
thus persons of religious turu become more reli¬ 
gious under its use. Tbeir ideas are concentrated 
on one true God. If persons not accustomed to 
its use indulge in these drugs excessively they do 
become insane, but to those who are habituated, 
the habit becomes a secoud nature; and the drug 
acts more as a food thau a narcotic. No injuri¬ 
ous effects are produced to habitual excessive con¬ 
sumers provided they take good nourishing food. 

40. Yes. Native vaids do prescribe bhang as 
medicine. I do not know of its use in cattle 
disease. Different diseases in which it is used are 
shown below. 

According to native medicine bhang mixed with 
dried ginger, black pepper and long pepper is used 
in consumption. It is also used for bilious com¬ 
plaints. for increasing intelligence, for strength¬ 
ening sexual organs, for catarrhal and skin 
diseases, for increasing appetite and knowledge, 
Steadiness of mind, and flatulence. In short this 
drug is supposed not to give old age. For these 
diseases it is variously mixed with different drugs, 
Bhang is also used for reducing tin to the form 


of oxide, which goes by the name of “vang/' 
This is used in gonorrhcea, &c„ by native vaids. 

41. (a) It is digestive, 

(b) It alleviates fatigue. 

Pills made of bhang, black pepper and treacle 
are used as febrifuge. 

(c) I have no personal experience of its 
beneficial effects as a preventive of disease in 
malarious and unhealthly tracts, but it is believed 

to be so. 

(d) It is used by jewellers, yogis and other 
persons who require concentration of mind. 

42. I consider moderate use of bhang and ganja 
to be harmless. I have personally seen many per- 
sons in perfect health who have been using these 
drugs for years together. 

44. The immediate effeot of the moderate use 
of these drugs ou the habitual consumer is refresh¬ 
ing and exhilarating. It does not produce so 
rouoh intoxication because he is accustomed to 
the drug. It does create some appetite. The 
effect in the case of ganja lasts for about 2 or 8 
hours, and in the case of bhang it lasts for about 
4 to 6 hours. There are no after-effects except 
temporary longing for it and slight uneasiness. 

45. (a) to (/) No. 

Wh e n taken in habitual moderate doses, it is 
not injurious in any way. When indulged in 
habitual excessive of doses, I have not seen any 
injurious effects, provided that good nourishing food 
is taken after its use. Persous uot accustomed to 
its use iudulgingin excesses are the class of persons 
who generally fall victims to various diseases such as 
asthma, insanity, etc. Neither hereditary effects 
of any kind result from the use of these drugs, nor 
the progeny is affected. Even the abusivo use of 
these drugs is not so injurious as alcohol. 

46. One who is habituated to the use of these 
drugs is not affected as regards his constitution in 
any way, provided h8 takes good nourishing food, 
because when once the habit is formed, these drugs 
do not act as narcotic on him, but act more as food. 
In some cases, asthma and bronchitis do occur, 
but a man not accustomed to its use, if indulges 
in it excessively, then his constitution is affected 
both physically and mentally. His face assumes 
a peculiar expression, his eyes appear always red, 
sensation of floating in air, in rare cases impotence 
and insanity is not uncommon; when insanity 
occurs, it is generally of an exciting character. 
Sometimes he becomes fearful. The existing ten¬ 
dency of mind is intensified, as is seen iu^run- 
arnnok cases. The insanity produced is generally 
of a temporary character. I know of a case in 
which a moderate consumer of ganja, by his going 
to excess, became insane. He has been under my 
observation since 3rd September 1 ^87* In this 
case the insanity was of an exeiting or maniacal 
character. He has shown no symptoms of excite¬ 
ment since January last. In this case 1 consider 
excessive ganja-smoking to be the exciting cause 
of insanity. I have had no opportunity of seeing 
any case which would justify me in stating that 
the symptoms may be reinduced by the use of 
the drug after liberation from restraiut. 

47 and 48. No. It is neither a hereditary habit 
nor the progeny is affected. 

49. Both bhang and ganja are used for aphro¬ 
disiac purposes, but the use for the purpose is al¬ 
ways in moderation. Both delay seminal emis¬ 
sion during sexual intercourse. I have heard 
that it is used by prostitutes for the purposo of 
excitement. Its narcotic use is, and ought to be, 
more injurious, as the quantity required for this 
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effect is move than that required for producing 
aplirodisiao effects, and also because, when 
taken for aphrodisiac purposes, it is generally 
taken mixed with other stimulating substances, 
such as mnsk, saffron, sugar, etc., etc., which 
counteracts its depressing effects. But there is 
another feature which must not be lost sight of, 
and that is when taken as au aphrodisiac, it is 
naturally followed by sexual intercourse, and 
there is every probability of its leading to excesses, 
which may thus indirectly weaken the constitution 
more than it would do when used simply for 
narcotic purpose. Even when taken as narcotic 
in moderate doses it will produce its effects on 
sexual organs, but the mind of the consumer, in 
this case being not inclined towards intercourse, 
he will not go to excesses, and then the evil effects 
of excesses will not result. The chief character¬ 
istic of hemp drugs is that the existing particular 
tendency is intensified and strengthened by their 
use, and his train of thoughts after indulgence 
runs in the same direction. Thus a man of reli¬ 
gious turn of mind becomes more enthusiastic in 


religious matters by using hemp drugs. People of 
immoral tendency are likely to hanker after 
females, and so ou. 

50. Excessive use of these drugs, as a rule, 
produces impotence, and even if he is inclined to 
sexual intercourse, he is physically unfit to gratify 
his desire. People accustomed to take excessive 
doses do not feel so much impotence as a beginner 
would feel when he takes it in excessive dose. 

56. Dbatura, arsenic and such poisonous drugs 
when mixed with ganja, either in moderation or 
eoexs8, intensify the intoxicating effects cf ganja. 
Other non-poisonous substances are added to miti- 
gate its local irritant effects and to make it more 
delicious and pleasant. In the ease of bhang, 
ingredients forming bhang massala are suoh that 
some of them act as stimulant, and some as cooling 
and refrigerating. When dhatura is added, the 
intoxicating effect become more marked. It is 
only mixed with dhatura when prepared foradmin- 
isteration to others for criminal purposes. 

57. No experience. 


81. Evidence of Assistant Surgeon Abdul Ghani, Hakim, in charge of Gadag 

Dispensary, Gadag, Dharwar District. 


1. My experience as an Assistant Surgeon, of 
nearly seventeen years' standing, and by informa¬ 
tion collected from some persons here. 

2. Yes, all these names are accepted in this pro¬ 
vince. The plant of ganja does not grow here, 
nor is it cultivated. The drug is imported in this 
place. Flat ganja is generally used here. 

19. Ganja and charas are used for smoking. 
Ganja is pounded and mixed with sugar and formed 
into bolus and eaten in this part as an exhilaraut. 
Ganja is used both externally and internally as a 
medicine. Majum is a preparation like the above. 

28. Ganja being smoked generally here, a 
habitual moderate consumer smokes i anna worth 
of ganja on an average daily, and an excessive 
habitual consumer 1 anna per diem. 

29. Ordinarily ganja is mixed with tobacco for 
smoking; exceptionally dhatura is mixed with it 
by excessive smokers, and by these smokers some¬ 
times nux vomioa is added. 

The object of adding dhatura is to have exces¬ 
sive intoxication. Nux vomica is put as a nervine 
tonic, as excessive use of ganja brings on exhaus¬ 
tion. I have heard of persons smoking ganja, 
then eating after a time or smoking some prepar¬ 
ation of opium, and latterly drinking liquor (alco¬ 
hol). Ordinarily here no mixture or massala of 
bhang is sold, but the component ingredients are 
bought separately. Bhang or subji is made into 
a sherbet mixture. It contains sugar, poppy seed 
juice, almond pulp, cardamom seed, and milk. All 
these are pounded separately and mixed with water, 
eto,, and drunk. 

80. None of these drugs, especially ganja, is 
taken in solitude. Ganja is smoked in company 
and is used here by adult males, and neither by 
females or children. 

81. The habit of consuming ganja or bhang is 
easily formed. It requires an effort to break off 
the habit. There is a tendency of moderate habit 
to develop into excessive. 

32, Amongst the Hindu Brahmins “ ghota ” is 
used on Shivaratri. Ghota is prepared from ganja 
in this part. Ganja is cleansed, washed and is 
mixed with water, milk, sugar, almond pulp, 
poppy seed pulp, cardamoms, and then drunk as 
sherbet. For the sake of mirth, green leaves or 


the whole of the plant of ganja is cooked with 
mutton and eaten. The use of bhang is not con¬ 
sidered essential socially. The use on such occa¬ 
sions is temperate and would not form into a habit. 
Bairagis or religious mendicants use ganja and 
develop the habit to excess for the concentration of 
their thoughts towards deity and induce impotence. 

86. There is a slight increase in alcoholic 
drinks, but its substitution for ganja, bhang, etc., 
cannot be ascertained. Some persons or sects wbo 
are prohibited by their religion, etc., from usiDg 
aloohol have only ganja or opium to resort to, and 
also that the latter two drugs are cheaper than 
alooholio drinks. 

87. The difference lies in the degree. Smok¬ 
ing charas has an instantaneous effect. Ganja 
smoked takes a longer time to have its effects, and 
bhaug still more so than charas. 

89. There is no degree; all the preparations 
have the same effects. It depends upon tempera¬ 
ment. Moderation in some will be excess in others. 
The first effeots of any of the preparation are that 
it is stimulant, excites imagination, increases appe¬ 
tite and is an aphrodisiac. The worst effect of 
excessive use is that it produces dyspepsia, wast¬ 
ing body, cough, dysentery, impotency. It first 
produces illusions and then insanity. 

40. Ganja is used by native doctors as refriger- 
ent, diuretic, narcotic, antispasmodic. It is used 
also externally. It is also used in cattle diseases, 
and also to promote appetite. 

41. Moderate use of ganja and bhang is observ¬ 
ed to be beneficial in persons who have come 
under my observation. 

(а) In moderation ganja or bhang are observed 
to be beneficial by me as accessory to digestion, 

(б) Has also staying-power under severe exer¬ 
tion, and it alleviates fatigue, 

42. Medicinally and in moderation the use of 
the drug will be harmless, but when this degree is 
broken, it is not beneficial, as the use_may develop 
into exoessive habit, which will be very baneful, 

44. The immediate effect on a habitual consumer 
is that it is an excitant and refresher. In larger 
doses it intoxicates. It allays hunger and also 
creates appetite in moderate dose. Tne effect of 
moderate dose lasts for about 8 hours. The after- 
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effects are exhaustion, depression, etc. In habi¬ 
tual excessive smokers it produces uneasiness and 
longing. 

45, The moderate habitual uses are not very 
perceptible in their effects physically, only that 
the smoker or drinker is very acute to receive obser¬ 
vation nnd pointed in hi* remarks, rather rash and 
quarrelsome. He is indifferent. 

It does not impair the constitution, nor loss of 
appetite, or cause dysentery, bronchitis. It in¬ 
duces laziness and a little indifference. I have 
personally known none who have become insane 
by moderate use. 

47 and 4S. None has come under my observa¬ 
tion under these circumstances. 

49, In moderate dose it is an aphrodisiac. Pros¬ 


titutes here do not use. It stands in the same way 
for the above purpose as any other narcotic. If 
this drug is persisted in excess, it causes impo¬ 
tence. 

50. In excessive doses it induces impoteney, 
hence religious bairagis, fakirs, use it. 

56. In moderation no admixture is done except 
of tobacco. In excess bairagis or religious mendi¬ 
cants use dhatura for having more intoxication. 
Dhatura is also used for criminal purposes, to 
facilitate robbery; it is added to majutn or any 
other sweetmeat. 

57. Ganja is eaten by mixing with sugar, 
“ gur," jagri, and drunk in the shape of sherbet, 
or as it is called here “ ghota” or bhang. 


82. Evidence of Assistant Surgeon B. H. Nanavatty, Farsi, and Teacher of 
Surgery and Midwifery, Medical School, Ahmedabad. 


1. My knowledge of this subject is derived 
partly from personal observation, and partly from 
information received from a large number of habi¬ 
tual ganja smokers. 

2. The definitions herein mentioned may be 
safely acceped for this district also. Bhang is 
usually known as bhang and is sometimes called 
sahji by the people. Oharas appears to be hardly 
at all used in these parts, but the people know it 
by the same name. Ganja is tlie name given to 
the flowering tops of the female plant, these being 
usually compressed flat, and of a brownish-green 
colour. It is recognised by the same name iu this 
district. 

19. Ganja, as a rule, is used for smoking pur¬ 
poses only ; but some ganja smokers tell mt that 
when for some reason or another they can't get 
the same to smoke, they satisfy their craving for 
it by eating a small quantity of the powdered 
leaves which have been previously well washed. 

23. Not to my knowledge. 

23. A habitual moderate ganja smoker spends 
about a quarter or perhaps half au anna over it, 
A habitual excessive ganja smoker would neces¬ 
sarily spend a trifle more. 

29. (a) Ingredients ordinarily mixed with ganja 
are—1st, tobacco; 2ndlv, a paste made of powdered 
tobacco and treacle (called gadakoo). 

(i) Ingredients exceptionally mixed with ganja 
are (l) opium, (2) powdered cubebs,^8) cardamom 
seeds, (4) dhatura, and (5) nux vomica. 

When a deep and prolonged sense of intoxica¬ 
tion is required, ganja is said to he smoked along 
with opium. ' 

Majun or majum, a preparation of ganja, 
usually consists of sugar, milk, ghee, poppy seeds, 
and sometimes of dhatura seeds and the powder of 
nux vomica. 

The usual ingredients of “ bhang massala" 
are:—Black pepper, cinnamon, cardamom seeds, 
poppy seeds, carraway seeds; and to these are 
occasionally added rose leaves, almonds, and pista¬ 
chios. 

30. Though it is often smoked in solitude, it 
may with truth be said that the votaries of ganja 
as a rule smoke the drug in company and seldom 
singly, Ganja smoking is usually practised by 
the males, adults, middle-aged, aud the old. So 
far as I am awar^, it is not at all usual for children 
to consume any one of these drugs. 

toI. vii 


81. The habit of ganja smoking is easily 
formed. A young man is perhaps the friend and 
associate of a ganja smoker, who hands him over 
the ganja pipe, which the former, not unwillingly, 
accepts. The habit is thus easily formed. I 
have notioed, and several ganja smokers assure me 
of the same, that a long and confirmed habit of 
ganja smoking cau seldom be given up; that if 
withheld, the craving for it continues, and that the 
man would rather, if possible, go in search of the 
company where the drug is usually smoked, than 
do without it, A recently acquired habit can, 
however, be broken off with some perseverance and 
force of will on the part of the man. The habit 
of ganja smoking does not necessarily develop 
into ths excessive, unless the man is iu the com. 
pany of heavy ganja smokers, e. g. t fakirs, jogis 
and others. 

32. After a careful enquiry I find no religious 
or social custom sanctioning the use of any of 
these drugs. 

36. I have no reason to bolieve that alcohol is 
being substituted partly or wholly for any one of 
these drugs; nor, in my opinion, is it likely that 
it could be so substituted, owing to its being a 
more costly article than the others. 

37. Tne effects of bhang drinking are in my 
opinion not much different from those of ganja 
smoking, except, perhaps, that the intoxication 
produced by the former is slightly milder in 
character aud later in its appearance. 

40. Powdered ganja leaves are occasionally 
prescribed in pill form by native quacks to relieve 
oolieky pain; they are also used in combination 
with milk, turmeric and flour as a paste or poul¬ 
tice for painful protruded piles. 

41. (b) Ganja cannot be considered as a food 
accessory or digestive. 

(b) It i9 a popular belief amongst the ganja 
smokers that with its help they could periorm 
hard labour and feel less fatigue, even though 
they may happen to have for the time less than 
their usual allowance of food. 1 share in this 
belief to this extent, that as under the influence 
of this drug certain physiological effects are pro¬ 
duced, e.ff,, complete anesthesia to pain and marked 
diminution of general sensibility, the man would 
temporarily be able to undergo severe fatigue and 
to do heavy work, without feeling himself the 
worse for it at the time, though when the effects 

a 2 
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are over, he would probably feel himself wretched 
and completely worn out and exhausted. 

(c) Ganja or bhang 1 possoss no febrifuge pro¬ 
perties, nor are they known as preventives of any 
other disease in any unhealthy tracts. 

(i) Broadly speaking, in no way can the habi¬ 
tual use of ganja smoking or the use of any of 
its allied preparations be said to be beneficial. 

42. I cannot say that the moderate use of any 
one of these drugs may be considered to be harm¬ 
less ; for every one uf them is an excitant of 
great power, which may lead a man under certain 
conditions [e.t/,, provocation, vicious company) to 
indulge in them more freely than usual, and 
whilst under their influence to commit acts of 
violence or of murder. 

44. The immediate effect of ganja smoking 
upon the habitual consumer is of a pleasing and 
exhilarating kind. I believe he becomes possessed 
of a feeling of happiness and contentment, whilst 
he notices all sorts of ideas, both pleasant and 
grotesque, rapidly passing through bis mind. 
His eyes, which perhaps before were dull and 
listless, now become bright and shiuy, and he 
feels himself now up to his usual work, aud in 
this way the effects may be termed refreshing. 

Ganja smoking produces in the habitual con¬ 
sumer a slight heightening or exhilaration of the 
spirits, which can hardly be said to amount to 
intoxication in him. When the habit of ganja 
smoking is first formed, the appetite is said to be 
increased ; but when the habit is long continued 
and confirmed, it, ou the contrary, is lessened. 
The want of subsequent gratification produces a 
sense of discomfort and a longing for it; it makes 
the man peevish and irritable, and renders him 
unfit for the regular or full performance of his 
usual avocations for some time. 

45. Yes, ganja produces injurious effects, both 
physical, mental and even moral. It impairs the 
constitution, for a habitual ganja smoker is a 


thin, somewhat emaciated man, with sunken eyes 
and hollow cheeks. He is seldom known to 
be fat or oorpulent. It produces loss of appetite 
and strength, though its early use occasions in 
some a ravenous sensation, not even completely 
appeased by food. It is a popular belief amongst 
the ganja smokers that a long-continued habit 
produces diarrhcea and dysentery, unless these 
evils are counteracted by an abundant supply of 
wholesome food, with especially a liberal allowance 
of ghee and other oleaginous materials. My ex¬ 
perience supports the above-made statement. It 
blunts the moral sense and induces habits of 
laziness. I do not think it necessarily induces 
habits of immorality. The constant irritation of 
the bronchi by the ganja smoke leads to their 
chronic congestion and to the production of bron¬ 
chitis. 

Cases of insanity following upon the habitual 
use of ganja, etc., have not come under my observ¬ 
ation, and my experience of this subject is very 
limited. 

46. In this connection it would be sufficient to 
state that the habitual excessive use of the ganja 
would produce the Bamo .set of evil symptoms as 
those mentioned above, but that they would neces¬ 
sarily be more intense and marked. 

47. Ganja smoking does not appear to be a 
hereditary habit, nor does its use in any way affect 
the children of the moderate consumer, 

48. Ganja smoking does not appear to be a 
hereditary habit, nor does its use in any way 
affect the ohildren of the excessive consumer, 

49. After a careful enquiry I could not find 
that any of these drugs are habitually used as 
aphrodisiacs. I do not know if these remedies 

[ are used by prostitutes for a similar purpose. I 
have not come across eases of impotence which 
could be distinctly traced to the habitual use of 
ganja smoking, or of any of its allied produots. 


83. Evidence of Hospital Assistant Bhau Saccabam, Brahmin, Raipur Dispensary, 

Ahmedahad. 


1. As a member of the Bombay Medical Subor¬ 
dinate Department, of nearly thirty years’ Standing, 
I have had frequent opportunities of obtaining 
information regarding matters connected with 
hemp drugs, in regard to which my answers are 
framed. 

2. The first is known hereby the name of bhang 
or sabji. The second is named charas, and the 
third goes under the general name of ganja, 
without any special names for its different varie¬ 
ties. 

19. Ganja is used only for smoking; charas is 
rarely, if at all, used in this district, as far as I 
know. 

28. Bhang is never used for smoking to my 
knowledge. 

28. For habitual moderate consumers, bhang 
half tola, worth one pie, ganja half tola, worth 
four pies. For habitual excessive consumers, 
bhang one and a half tola, worth one pice, ganja 
two tolas, worth one and a quarter anna. 

29. Ganja is ordinarily mixed with tobacco, 
and I am not aware of any exceptional case in 
which other ingredients are mixed with it. Poor 
people mix pepper with bhang, but well-to-do 


persons mix also sugar, almond, poppy seeds, 
rose buds and cardamoms, etc. The object of 
these mixtures is to make it more palatable. 
I am not aware of the use of dhatura, opium and 
other substances mentioned in the question in 
forming the mixture. 

Yes. The ingredients are the same as those 
mentioned above, 

80, Habitual consumers of bhang and ganja 
use them alone or in company, as it best suits 
them. But those who occasionally, and especially 
in the hot season, take bhang, generally take it 
in oompany. It is only confined to the male sex, 
and to persons above the age of 20. It is not 
usual for children to consume any of these drugs, 
as far as I know, in this district. 

31, The habit of consuming these drugs is 
easily formed in the company of persons addicted 
to them. It is difficult to give up when once 
formed. There is generally a tendency from the 
moderate to the excessive. 

32. In Gujarat on the Maha Sivaratri holiday 
Brahmin worshippers make Abhisbeka (sprinkling 
by means of a lota with a hole at the bottom 
hung over the Lingum) of bhang water on the 
emblem of Siva, accompanied by recitations of 



163 


Vedic mantras. Persons suffering from illness or 
Calamities take vows to propitiate the god by 
means of the above religious rite. Moreover, 
Hindus drink bhang ou the Shivaratri and other 
holidays, and Mussalmaus drink it during the 
Mokarram to make themselves merry. Bhang is 
said to be the the favourite drink of Siva. By 
occasionally drinking bhang it does not appear 
that injurious habits are formed. 

30. As alcohol is now easily obtained in every 
town and village, some people substitute alcohol 
for hemp drugs. This is on .account of the open¬ 
ing of liquor shops all over the country. 

37. Charas is more intoxicating than ganja. 
Bhang drinking is not so intoxicating as smoking 
ganja or charas. 

39. The smoking of any preparation of the 
hemp plant is not less injurious than drinking or 
eating the same. In fact bhang is drunk or 
eaten, and ganja and charas are smoked. The 
preparations of hemp, when taken in moderate 
doses, impart at first a gentle reviving heat, and 
then a refrigerent effect over the whole body. 
They exhilarate the spirits, excite the imagination, 
increase the appetite and promote sexual desire. 
If habitually taken, they produce indigestion, 
wasting of the body, melancholia and impot¬ 
ence. 

Taken in large doses, and by those who are 
unaccustomed to their use, they lead to loss of 
memory, and in some cases charas and ganja 
smoking lead to insanity. By smoking or drink¬ 
ing hemp preparations the eyes become red. 

40. Native doctors use bhang in cases of con¬ 
vulsions of children as antispasmodic. As far as 
I know, none of the drugs is used in cattle 
diseases. 

41. [a) Yes, hut not when habitually taken in 
large doses. 

(i) Yes. 

(c) Not to my knowledge. 

(d) They give temporary relief from anxiety or 
grief. 


42. Yes. 

(Fide answers 39 and 41.) 

44. It is refreshing. It does produce intoxica¬ 
tion. It allays huuger. After a few hours it 
creates appetite. The effects last from two to four 
hours. It induces sleep, at the end of which no 
eli'eot remains. The want of subsequent gratifi¬ 
cation produces no longing or uneasiness. 

45 and 46. I have no sufficient information to 
answer this question. 

47. It does not become a hereditary habit or 
affect the children. 

48. I do not think the excessive use of any of 
these drugs creates a hereditary habit or in any 
way affects children of the excessive consumers. 

49. It is practised as an aphrodisiac. It is so 
used by prostitutes. As far as I know its use for 
this purpose is not more injurious than its use as 
au ordinary narcotic. 1 do not think that its 
moderate use tends to produce impotence. 

50. The excessive use of these drugs is generally 
not practised as an aphrodisiac. It serves as an 
antaphrodisiac. For this reason it is used by 
jogis and others wishing to curtail their sexual 
desires, but not by prostitutes. It tends to pro¬ 
duce impotence. 

56. The admixture of hemp with other sub¬ 
stances used in moderation has a tonic, aphrodisiac 
and digestive effeot. In cases of excessive use its 
effect is intoxicating, narcotic and productive of 
meutal imbecility. 

57. Iam not aware of ganja or charas being 
eaten or drunk. 

57. (a) Generally fakirs andsadhus, who pass an 
idle life, and lower classes, such as labourers, make 
uee of hemp drugs as a relaxation from anxiety or 
fatigue, or to ward off exposure to excessive heat 
or cold. If these be prohibited, most of them will 
have recourse to alcohol, which is more mischiev¬ 
ous in its effects, physical, moral and mental, and 
at the same time more expensive than any of the 
bemp drugs. 


84 Evidence of Hospital Assistant 

1. I have known the men who used to take the 
hemp drugs while I am in the Medical Depart, 
ment, 

2. The hemp plant is not cultivated in the pro¬ 
vince I reside. The leaves of Hemp are called 
bhang and the flowering tops are called ganja, 
Charas is not known. 

19. Ganja is used as a smoke. Charas not 
known. No other use is known. Sind, North 
and Central India. 

23. Not known. 

28. Ganja ,—Half a tola, cost two annus. 

Bhang .—-One tola, cost half anna. 

The excessive smokers use it constantly and no 
average can be given. 

29. (a) Ganja is mixed with equal parts of 
tobacco. 

Four tolas bhang is mixed with the following 
articles, viz .— 

Rosebuds I tola, poppy seed 1 i tolaB, almond 
2 tolas, sugar 1 seer, and water 4 seers 
is made into a drink, 
vol* vii. 


Rajana Lokajee, Mali Telgu, Thana. 

(2) Unknown. 

Bhang massala not known, 

30. No fixed quantity can be slated for com¬ 
pany ; but a single man will consume a quarter of 
a tola per day. Among gosavis, they use the 
articles throughout the whole life. For elderly 
children bhang is given. 

31. (a) and (6) Yes, 

(c) There is. 

32. The hemp is regarded by the gosavis, 
who are the principal consumers, to be the favour¬ 
ite drug of god Mabadev, so they take it in 
that god's name, first praying that god; but 
there is no authority, nor it is considered as an 
essential thing in the religious book. Yes; from 
superstitious notions it may lead to the forma¬ 
tion of the habit. 

37 and 39. Not known. 

40. Yes; for dysentery and diarrhoea is used by 
some native doctors, For cattle disease not 
known. 

2x2 
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41. Bhang is said, by the gosavis that it is 
digestive. 

(4) It is an excitant, and under the influence of 
the drug the persons of habitual use work without 
feeling fatigue. 

(e) and (d) Not known, 

42. Not known. 

44. The immediate effect is excitement. It is 
felt refreshing for the time being. It is not 
intoxicant to the habitual consumer, bnt it is so to 
a new person. While under influence of it the 
man may not feel appetite, but it does not allay 
it entirely. It has no particular effect in creating 
appetite, but men are seen to require greater 
quantity of food when they become habitual 
consumers than when they were not j but it has 
no immediate effect of this kind. Occasional 
consumer also takes greater quantity of food for 
one subsequent meal. On habitual consumer the 
effect lasts apparently for an hour or so and on 
occasional consumer for some hours and in propor¬ 
tion to the quantity taken. On the habitual con¬ 
sumer there are not apparently any of the so- 
called after-effects except that they are weaker, of 
changed complexion (sallow) and temper, but 
these are not immediate. On the occasional con¬ 
sumer there are depression of spirits, languor, 
melancholy, and disinclination to work, constipa¬ 
tion. To the habitual consumer such a want 
causes great uneasiness, craving and longing ; but 
to any other man, who once has used it, would 
not necessarily like to take it again. 

45. Using these drugs moderately is a very 
uncertain thing. However, those who are seen 
to use them pretty moderately are seen growing 


weaker and sallower; are easily excited and moved 
and become of weak and blunt intellect. So they 
impair the constitution. As it is seen to cause 
increase in the quantity of food required for a 
meal without in proportion causing the system 
robust, it must be regarded to interfere with the 
digestion and nutrition, though it does not cause 
loss of appetite. As it breaks down the constitu¬ 
tion it may predispose to these diseases. It in¬ 
duces laziness. It has been observed to weaken 
the intellect. Many of the insane cases have a 
history of the habit; bnt still a number of persons 
use it through life without an attack of insanity. 
It is more of an exciting than a predisposing 
cause. The type of insanity is mania generally, 
of course preceded by melancholia ; and as it pro- 
duces decrease of nervous power, this disease is 
more likely to be permanent, or if it has ensued 
after a recent habit it may be temporary. 

47 and 48. Not known. 

49. I have known people to make ubo of these 
drugs to increase sexual powers; hut, as far a 3 
I am aware of, it is used by males only. 
People who resort to these drugs are generally in 
a weak state of health engendered by loose habits 
and excesses, and amongst such people even 
moderate use of suoh drugs product's injurious 
effects. I am not aware of the use of hemp pro¬ 
ducing impotence as a direct cause. 

50. Excessive use of any of these drugs produces 
more disastrous results, in that the people who 
indulge in excess are always found in a state of 
moral weakness and thus become predisposed to 
organio diseases. 

56. No opinion to offer. 


85. Evidence of Hospital Assistant Jamiatram Jeyashunker, Nagar Brahmin, 

West Hospital, Majkot, Kattiawar . 


1. During my five years 1 (1879 to 1888) service 
in Sind and Afghanistan, I nolioed, speeiully in 
Sind, that as hospitality people offer first to eat 
some sweet thing, and over this instead of giving 
water to drink they give generally what is called 
“ tkandai,” a liquid preparation composed of 
bhang, sugar, etc. Generally they use thandai 
daily after noon, with the intention to get pleasure 
in the evening by adding more quantity of bhang 
in their oommuuity also. 

2, Yes, and is locally known by the name of 
bhang, ganja and eharasin my province. 

19. Ganja and oharas are not only used for 
smoking, but also used for chewing (ganja chiefly). 
The Brahmin puravia (as of Agra, Delhi, etc.) 
who have some religious objection in smoking, use 
ganja and ebaras iu the form of sweet piepara- 
tions, such as majum, kharek, fakki, \akuti, etc. 

28. Bhaug, to my knowledge, I have never 
heard used for smoking. 

28. 
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29 (a) Ordinarily tobacco is mixed with ganja 
and ebaras while smoking, and (4) exceptionally 
dbatnra seeds, opium, and sometimes betel-nut are 
also used. 

The object of mixing tobacco while smoking 
is nothing but to get clean smoke, as ganja and 
ebaras both required washing with water before 
use; and when wet they find sometimes difficulties 
to kindle, and by mixing tobacco the fire will 
take place to the substance easily, and smoke will 
come from the chillum very freely as the wet part 
dried by adding tobacco. (4) Exceptionally, 
dbatura seeds, opium, nux vomica, betel-nut are 
also used by some and in joke to increase the nar- 
cotie properties, as well as making a fool of others 
or with some foul objects, as of stealing or of de¬ 
bauchery. 

Bhang maesala's ingredients are as follows :_ 

(1) poppy-head seeds,(2) rose, dry, unopened flower, 
(3) almond seed, sweet, (4) charolee, (5) anise 
(sometimes), (6j black or white pepper, (7) sugar, 
(8) milk. 

80. These three drugs are consumed to a 
greater extent in company than in solitude. Yes, 
it is mainly confined to male sex in Guzerat than 
female. But in Sind, and mostly in upper 
country, bbang is equally used by both sexes when 
of age. It is not usual for children to consume 
any of these drugs. 

31. The habit of consuming these three drugs 
is easily formed in comps ny; and sometimes it 
is difficult to break off; and there is a tendency in 
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all the three drugs for the moderate habit to de¬ 
velop into the excessive. 

82. Bhang is generally used during hot season 
and on holidays in* company as a cooling sub¬ 
stance. Charas and ganja are usually consumed 
in company of sadhu. 

It is a custom amongst the Brahmins to take 
bhang on the day of Maha Shivaratri. The 
custom amongst the sadhu ot smoking charas 
and ganja and of taking bhang is considered 
to be essential, and it is likely to lead into the 
formation of the habit, and it proves sometimes 
injurious. 

36. I cannot say that alcohol is substituted for 
any of these drugs. 

Note. —The consumption of alcohol in my 
eye has increased and is increasing day after day ; 
the only cause that could be attributed is that 
alcohol is freely sold, and ready for use anywhere ; 
while bhang, etc., take time and trouble before 
they are ready for use, 

2nd .—Low caste people and labouring class 
people are under a firm and unshaken belief that 
they are able to work so hard only by the aid of 
such liquor. I have known woodcutters after a 
day's hard work intoxicating with alcohol not 
having had any idea of tbeir meals. 

3rd. —Imitation. As to indulge in alcoholic 
liquors is considered by half-educated people to be 
the first step towards reformation and civilization, 
and, taking their example, poor illiterate and un¬ 
educated people imitate them. The proof of the 
reality of increase of the alcoholic use is the increase 
of the alcoholic poisoning casea noticed in hospitals. 

37. I do not think that there is any difference 
in the effects in any particular of charas and ganja 
smoking. The narcotic effects of ganja and charas 
begin soon after smoking ; but in case of bhang 
drinking the effect is produced in quarter or half 
hour or longer, depending upon the quantity and 
quality. 

39. I do not know of any such preparations of 
hemp plant, the smoking of which would in any 
way be less injurious form of consumption than 
drinking or eating the same or any other prepara¬ 
tion. 

I do not think preparations of hemp produce 
any constitutional effect in small doses j but when 
in excess people starve under the influence of nar¬ 
cotism and are frequently seen in eraaoiated and 
debilitated conditions and some suffering from 
lung diseases. 

The greater number of oases of insanity and 
mental derangements falling to my lot during my 
seventeen years of service had the previous history 
of ganja and charas smoking in excess. 


I 40. Yes, to alleviate pain, preparations of hemp 
drug are used by native doctors. I do not know 
whether they are used in the treatment of cattle 
diseases. 

41. The moderate use of charas and ganja and 
bhang seems to be beneficial in its effects. 

(а) By it increasing appetite and promoting 
digestion followed by a free motion. 

(б) It alleviates fatigue by its narcotic effects. 

(c) Bhang affects as a febrifuge. 

(d) Bhang is also tried with more or less suc¬ 
cess in many diseases, as iu tetanus, hydrophobia, 
rheumatism, and in the convulsions of children and 
in cholera. Bhang is believed next to opium as 
anodyne, hypnotic and antispasmodie by some 
medical men, and consequently given in the above 
said 'diseases. 

42. I think the moderate use of any of these 
drugs is harmless if carefully prepared and taken, 
as 1 have seen serious cases occurred under the 
influence of moderate doses of hemp drugs, given 
by friends with some admixture, as dhatura, 
opium, betel-nut, dux vomica, etc. 

44. These drugs produce dull, heavy head, and 
succession of unconnected ideas or cheerful acti¬ 
vity, giddiness or a tendency to talk, laugh, sing 
or dance, on the habitual consumer. Sometimes 
it is refreshing. It produces intoxication. It does 
not allay hunger. It does not create appetite. 
Duration of its effects cannot be specified, as it 
varies with the quality and quantity used. There 
are not any after-effects, sometimes headache. 
Yes, the want of subsequent gratification pro¬ 
duces longing and uneasiness. 

45. I do not think that habitual moderate use 
of any of these drugs produces any noxious effect. 
Ganja and charas impair the constitution in long 
run, specially of the persons taking low diet. 
It injures digestion to a certain extent. Ganja 
and ebaras smoking causes bronchitis. Bhang 
is used in the treatment of dysentery and asthma. 
It impairs the moral sense or induces the habits of 
immorality or debauchery. Yes, ganja and charas 
produce insanity. 

46. I cannot say, as I had not the opportunity 
of narrowly watching such cases. 

The habitual moderate use of these drugs does 
not appear to be a hereditary habit or to affect in 
any way the children of the moderate consumer. 

49. These drugs are used as an aphrodisiac, but 
I do not know whether prostitutes are using with 
the same intention. 

57. Ganja is eaten in absence of accommodation 
for smoking by some as well as those who take 
religious objection in smoking; the effects of 
ganja by chewing are milder than smoking. 


86. Evidence of Hospital Assistant Sudashio Wamon, Brahmin, Mansa, Mahi- 

kantha. 


1. I have bad several opportunities of obtaining 
information regarding the hemp drug in treating 
patients in my medical practice, also from the 
conversation with those who habitually smoke and 
drink the preparation of the drug. As well as 
I had tried the drug on my own person on three or 
four different occasions. 

2. I concur with Dr. Praia's opinion on pro¬ 
duction of the hemp drug, except “ trodden under 
foot/' but green bud leaves are pressed and 


dried in 6heds which forms into flat ganja iu 
Deccan Province. 

Charas is the resinous matter, but never pre¬ 
pared and used in this province. 

Yes. They have the same names as bhang, 
ganja and charas. There is no hemp plant culti¬ 
vation in Mahikantha, 

19. Yes. Both used for smoking. Charas is 
not used in Deccan. 
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23. No; bhang is never used for smoking. 

28. 

Smoking ganja. Dbinking bhang. 

Tolas. Cost. Tolas. Cost. 

(a) 1 to 4 £ to 1 anna. 1 to 2 i to ^ anna. 

(J) 4 to 8 1 to 2 annas, 3 to 8 £ to 2 annas. 

29. The following ingredients are mixed with 
ganja in smoking - 

(a) Ordinarily—ganja, tobacco. 

(5) Exceptionally—ganja, dhatnra, opium, 
jawari root, uux vomica. 

"Drinking bhang—[a) Ordinarily—Bhang, black 
pepper, ajwan, water. 

(b) Exceptionally—Bhang, dbatura, nux vomica> 
black pepper, nurium oleander or kunher root, 
opium, water. 

Occasionally by rich—Bhang, black pepper, anise- 
seeds, dry rose buds, poppy seeds, cardamoms, saff¬ 
ron, mace, almond, milk, sugar, and water. 

The object of admixturing these drugs is to have 
less or more intoxication. 

I know the following preparations made of 
bhang are locally sold as massala :—(1) majum, 

(2)shrikband, (3) yakuti. (4) gulkand, (5) dry 
date of bhang massala, (6) bhang massala. 

(1) Majnm is prepared when bhang is fried in 
ghee and mixed with syrup simple and allowed 
to dry into cakes. , 

(2) Sbrikhand is prepared when bhang is fried 
in ghee and finally powdered and mixed with 
curd, saffron and sugar; the substance becomes 
yellow and solid in moist form. 

(3) Yakuti is prepared by mixing bhang powder 
with saffron and rose syrup with some spices, 
and allowed the substance to dry cakes. 

(4) Gulkand is prepared when the fine powder of 
bhang mixed with oonfection of rose made of rose 
buds or flowers and sugareandy, the substance 
remains solid and in moist forms. 

(5) Dry date of bhang is prepared at Yisnoga in 
Guzarat. Dry bhang properly washed in water 
and well boiled in ghee for two or three hours, 
then the ghee is mixed with some spices and 
bachnag (aconite) and the cavity of dates filled in 
and allowed to soak the substance and preserved. 

(6) Bhang massala. It is prepared when bhang 
powder is finally fried in ghee and mixed with 
sugar and ajwan. 

I have seen all the preparations used by some 
natives of India, and the last preparation on 
several occasions used by the regimental soldiers, 
etc., eating this suhstanoe with water. 

30. The consumption is not to a large extent 
but in a small company, and it is mainly confined 
to the male sex in youth and old age, and not in 
infancy. Bhang is occasionally used by gentry in 
hot season, and ganja is smoked extensively by 
low caste people or labourers, as well as saints and 
fakirs extensively at all times of the seasons. 
Charas is not used in this part of the country. 
It is seldom used for children in sickness to make 
them drowsy or sleepy (only bhang). 

31. Yes; the habit is easily formed by the com¬ 
pany of smokers or drinkers. It is not difficult 
to break off the habit. 

Yes ; there is a tendency to develop the habit 
into the excessive. 

32. There is not any custom, social or religious, 
for the consumption of any of the drugs in this 
part j but so me superstitious people use it for smok¬ 
ing or drinking, as it was said that it was used 


by the great god Shiva. There is no custom or 
no account for it. Yes; it is likely to lead to 
the formation of the habit and the consequence 
is injurious. 

36. There is not any reason to substitute 
alcohol for any of these drugs; on account of the 
dearness of the liquor a few people have taken 
to the use of these cheap intoxicants, 

37. Charas is not used in this part of the 
country, and consequently I do not know the 
difference of effects in them. Yes; the effect of 
drinking bhang differs from smoking ganja. The 
effect of smoking is immediate on blood into the 
lungs, and hence to the heart, and directly then 
to the brain, but passes off soon. Whereas that 
from drinking bhang it acts on the general system 
and may last from an hour upwards to 12 hours 
or more. 

39. The smoking of any preparation of the 
drug is generally more injurious than drinking 
or eating the same quantity. The smoking is a 
eoneentrative form, and whereas in drinking or 
eating it is much diluted with spices. 

KeasonsThe effect of smoking is in the form 
of vapour and the absorption into the blood in 
the lungs is very rapid and immediately on the 
brain, causing tendency to produce intoxication 
with unconnected ideas and immediately forgotten, 
affecting general sensibility and furious delirium by 
its narcotic effects on the nerve centres and para¬ 
lysis, ultimately insanity. While in drinking or 
eating the same or such preparations the constitu¬ 
tion is not so soon affected, as the effect of the 
drug in this form refreshes constitution and passes 
off through the system; it has less tendency 
consequently towards insanity. 

40. Occasionally the drag is used by native 
doctors for medicinal purposes, in dysentery, head¬ 
ache and colic. Yes; they are also used in cattle 
diseases. 

41. The moderate use of the drug will be seldom 
beneficial. 


(c) and ( d ) No. 

42. Yes, very likely harmless; when it is used 
moderately and not repeatedly, it does not cause 
any mischief or disorder iu the system. 

44, It generally produces rather refreshing, 
cheerful activity, feeling of happiness and con¬ 
tentment, ideas of pleasing kind passing rapidly 
through the mind, tendency to talk, sing, laugh 
or dance, then giddiness and succession of uncon¬ 
nected ideas, and also intoxication. It does not 
allay hunger, but creates appetite. The effect of 
drinking lasts ordinarily about 6 to 12 hours, 
while in smoking one to two hours. After-effects, 
idleness or laziness, uneasiness or longing, loss of 
appetite, owing to the want of subsequent grati¬ 
fication. 

45. The habitual moderate use of the drug in 
certain constitutions produces noxious effects, phy¬ 
sical, mental or moral. Yes; it generally impairs 
constitution from frequent stimulation of nerve 
centres; the nervous tone of the system is lower¬ 
ed. Yes; it injures digestion and oauses loss of 
appetite. Yes; it oauses bronchitis and asthma, 
and not dysentery. Yes; it impairs the moral 
sense, produces laziness and not habits of immo¬ 
rality or debauchery. Yes; it deadens the intellect 


(a) It may perhaps act as a food accessory 

but not digestive. 

(b) Yes; it may. 
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in some eases, and produces insanity by smoking, 
but in drinking or eating it would not produce 
suoh harmful effects. It appears to me the pre¬ 
disposing cause of insanity, as well as exciting. 
It generally produces furious mania, dipsomania 
in the young, who have contracted the habit since 
a short duration and dementia affeetata in aged, 
and generally temporary. The symptoms be ra- 
induced generally by the use of the drug after 
liberation from restraint. Generally the typical 
symptoms are:—Ideas confused, incoherent, un¬ 
fixed, unconnected talk, no recollection of time, 
place, quantity, etc., and forget what is seen or 
heard and told, manners silly, conversation inco¬ 
herent. 

Insanity, primary, never tends to indulgence of 
these drugs; but when the brain has been suffi¬ 
ciently weakened by the habitual use of the drug, 
intellect becoming deficient, the habit is more 
and more indulged in, which does ultimately lead 
to insanity. So the indulgence is primary, and 
insanity is the secondary or sequence of it. 

Not having kept the accurate notes of the cases 
which would be worth while quoting, I regret I 
cannot give an account of such cases except two, 
since I took charge of this institution, both male 
sex, whose insanity was due to my knowledge to 
excessive indulgence in hemp drug smoking for 
some time past. 

Nambs. Castk. Bssidbnob. Occupation, 

Bhimji Pepji Hindoo, Koli Manaa Labourer. 

Naina Gkela Do. Maratha Do. Do. 

46. Habitual excessive use of any of these 
drugs would produce very noxious, physical, 
mental or moral effects, and that within a very 
short period of the indulgence, and the same 
effects and injuries, etc., stated in the last ques. 
tion within a very short period. 

47. The habitual moderate use of the drug does 
not appear to be hereditary habit, nor it affects the 
children in any way. 

48. The habitual excessive use of any of these 
drugs does not appear also the hereditary habit. 
I ana not sure, but I conjecture that the children 
of habitual excessive consumers should be weak in 
body and perhaps in mind. 

49. It is occasionally practised as an aphrodisiac 
by the male sex specially; and also it is seldom 
used by prostitutes; but I am informed that it is 
given as a sweetmeat by prostitutes to their 
paramours and vice vend. Yes; I think the use 
for this purpose is more injurious than the use of 
ordinary narcotic, because there is more exhaustion 
of the musoular power and nerve centres during 
the act of sexual intercourse. Yes, it does tend 
to produce partial impotence indirectly. 

. 50. It is never practised as an aphrodisiac in 
excessive use and nor used by prostitutes also, and 
it is much more injurious than other narcotic, as 
the consumer could uot control on his body, the 
nerve centres getting paralysed, intoxication, furi¬ 
ously delirious and sometimes tingling and numb¬ 
ness of the whole body, and in severe eases 
general anesthesia. It would produce general im¬ 
potence. 

56. "When it is used in the form of mixtures it 
modifies more or less the effect. When mixed 
with dbatura it soon brings on an extraordinary 
intoxication within half an hour or so of a pecu¬ 
liar character. With opium it brings on narco¬ 
tism ; with nux vomica strong sexual excitement. 
I have not heard of its being mixed with cantba- 
rides or betel-nut. (A) When used in excess the 
effects are very harmful. It is used for persona] 


consumption generally and occasionally for ad¬ 
ministration to others, perhaps with some objects, 
or to have excessive intoxication. 

57. Ganja, ebaras are used in. smoking so far 
I know in this part of the country, but charas is 
generally not in use this side. 

In conclusion, in addition to what I have stated, 
I am of the opinion to lay before the Commission 
that those who indulged in the preparation of these 
drugs have generally no honour, and no one will 
like them or trust them in this part of the country, 
and the habit of these drugs would lead a man to 
commit serious consequences, as well as los9 of 
health, sometimes intellectual power, and ulti¬ 
mately insanity. In my opinion the existence of 
hemp drug or preparations of the drug stated, is 
not at all advisable to use so generally and exces¬ 
sively, as the consequences are very serious and dan¬ 
gerous sometimes to human life from the state¬ 
ment made, and I think there should be legal 
restriction for it for the use of the public, except 
bond fide use for medicine. 

Oral evidence. 

Question 7,—I studied in the Poona Medical 
School and obtained Hospital Assistant's certi¬ 
ficate. I have been in the service for twelve years. 
I have never been attached to any asylum. 

I have taken ghota or bhang, I was not accus¬ 
tomed to it and took a large quantity for a begin¬ 
ner. It made mo intoxicated. I took about a 
dram of powdered leaves with spices. I was under 
the iuflueuce of the drug for twelve hours. It 
made me refreshed and then stupid. After half an 
hour I felt a feeling of new spirit or refreshment 
and a tendency to talk. 1 felt giddy as I was 
walking, so I returned home. I was not insen¬ 
sible, but bad a restless changing or confusion of 
ideas. I took it from courtesy, as it was offered by 
a friend who took it in the hot weather. I was 
able to walk and answer questions, I ate food, 
but not more than usual. I have no reoollection 
of any diuretic effect. Next day I felt exhausted 
and slight headache. I took milk and tea and felt 
better. I did not observe any pupils next day. 
Jvty vision was not affected, except that the lights 
or lamps seemed more in number. I was nervous 
and easily startled. 

Question 39 .—The "reasons” here stated are 
not based on my experience in treating cases, The 
whole statement is theory. 

Question 45 ,—The constitutions affected injuri¬ 
ously by the moderate use of hemp drugs are 
nervous and weak constitutions. In small quanti¬ 
ties the drugs would do no harm to a healthy 
person. 

When I speak of the use of the drugs producing 
insanity, I mean the excessive use. I refer mainly 
to excessive smoking, 

In the last seven months I have had the two 
cases quoted at the end of this answer. I have no 
record, however, to show how long they have been 
suffering. But I have seen them within the last 
two or three months. They are still in Mansa—one 
in the district, and one in the town. 1 have no 
notes except the out-door tickets on which I have 
entered the disease and treatment. 1 can give the 
history of no other case. 

Bhimji Pepji was brought to me by some rela¬ 
tions in a violent state one day, about three 
months ago. He was about 23 years old. I had 
never seen him before. The relatives gave me the 
history of smoking ganja for the last three or 
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four years. They said they had tried to stop him, 
but he went out and smoked. He smoked with 
bairagis. He was a cultivator. They said he had 
been mad two months continuously. 1 gave him 
some medicine. He was not brought again. I 
repeatedly made inquiry and have heard be is in 
the same state. He was under my observation 
for two or three hours. His relations told me 
that his insanity was due to ganja, and I found 
his conjunctivas red. 1 did not notice the pupils. 
The man himself said he smoked. Again he 
denied it. I was told by his friends that he 
smoked five or six times in the day and two at 
night. His other habits were all right. He was a 
religious man; therefore he did not use liquor. 
His friends said so. His moral habits were not 
vicious. I inquired about whether his family 
drank, etc. But only one took opium. I made no 
inquiry about his family except whether they 
smoked. That was all I asked. Being reminded, 
I state that I also inquired about insanity and 
found no case of insanity in the family. I did 
not examine into the matter of dliatura. But I 
have been told that bairagis pretty often do use 
dhatura with ganja. I have seen two fakirs smok¬ 
ing it in a temple also. It did not occur to 
me to ask about this. The smoking of dhatura 
may produce effects, but the symptoms are quite 
different from those of ganja. I refer to smok¬ 
ing as well as taking internally. I saw two 
cases of smoking dhatura in my third year as 
a student. There were dilatation of pupils, 
attempting to catch imaginary objects, muscular 
exhaustion, great thirst, tendency to talk too much, 
and some symptoms of mania (unconnected talk). 
In Bhimji Pepji’s case I am not sure whether I 
examined the pupils. I am not prepared to say 
that they were not dilated. His talk was incohe¬ 
rent. He was violent. 

In Naina Ghela's case, the man was brought to 
the dispensary by his brothers. He was about 
twenty-eight or thirty. He was mad, silly. He 
lay down by the temple and beat the drum. I 
have seen him since more than once at the temple. 
1 had never seen him before. Hie brothers told 
me he had been smoking for seven or eight years, 
and had been ia this condition for a year and a 
half. I never noticed him till be came to the dis¬ 
pensary. He only came once to the dispensary. 
His brother came twice more for medicine and 
then ceased coming. I have seen the man several 
times since. He is in the same state. 

He aoquired the habit of smoking from his 


companions. They were low caste cultivators or 
coolies and mean servants. He was himself a 
cultivator. 1 did not inquire when he began to 
attend the temple. He does not cultivate now. 
He eats ganja and beats the temple drum when 
the time comes. I inquired about his family his¬ 
tory and heard there was no one addicted to vice. 
He alone took to ganja. No one else was insane 
in his family. He may have taken liquor; some 
of his companions took bhang or ghota, but not 
alcohol. 1 do not know whether the men were 
vicious. I did not ask about this man's habits in 
that respect, 1 never saw this man violent. 

The friends told me the cause of insanity was 
ganja. I believed them. It was natural for me 
to do so when several people told me. Although 
I believed them as to the cause, and although as 
belonging to a religious family he would not take 
liquor, yet I asked about liquor and opium, I 
made a very careful inquiry. His friends told me 
he took ganja and bhang, but no liquor or opium. 
I do not remember that I made any further in¬ 
quiry as to cause. I believed in my mind that the 
cause was ganja. I asked also about family 
insanity. I made no full inquiry at the time; 
but I made inquiry on receiving these questions. 

I do not think these symptoms would be due to 
alcohol. They could not, I think, be caused by 
alcohol. But it was natural for me to ask about 
liquor. The symptoms might have beeu caused 
by dhatura. I do not know about the pupils. 
There was no attempt at catching imaginary ob¬ 
jects. The dhatura patient could not walk: this 
man could. This man had thirst and tendency to 
talk. The general type of insanity was dementia: 
in the dhatura cases I had symptoms of mania. 

The typo of hemp drug insanity is usually 
dementia, with generally the same symptoms. 
Violence, unconnected ideas, no recollection, con¬ 
gestion of the conjunctiva, dryness of tongue and 
throat. If I found these symptoms with a his¬ 
tory of the use of hemp drugs, I should ascribe 
the insanity to hemp drugs. 

I state that the type of hemp drug insanity is 
dementia from the study of Bhimji Pepji and 
Naina Chela's cases, and also others which have 
come under my notice, but which 1 caunot detail. 
There is a tendency to rapid recovery. I devoted 
more time to inquiring as to cause than to trying 
to cure the men, heoause the people (though they 
came once) were superstitious and against Euglish 
treatment. 


87. Evidence of Hospital Assistant Phirqzshaw D, Cooper, Pursi, in charge 

Dispensary, Ilao, 


1. I am a medical officer in charge Ilao Dispen¬ 
sary for the last fourteen years, treating on an aver¬ 
age 4.000 to 6,000 patients a year. The following 
facts are gathered from personal experience of 
hemp consumers. 

2. Bhang is known in my district under three 
different names, namely, bhang, sabzi, and maya, 
the names patti and siddhi being quite unknown. 
Bhang is the name applied to leaves and seed cap¬ 
sules of female cultivated hemp plant. 

The definitions of obaras and ganja can be ac¬ 
cepted for my district, and the same designations 
are current in my district. Ganja is also known 
here as “ mal." Charas is not generally used 
here. Flat ganja is the most common variety 


known; round ganja is quite unknown, while 
broken ganja is occasionally used, and is known as 
ehur. 


1 9. Yes, only for smoking. 


23. No, never. 



Bhang, one pice. 
Ganja, one pice. 



Bhang, three pice. 
Ganja, two annas. 


Charas is not used. 


29. (a) Bhang is ordinarily mixed with poppy 
seeds, black pepper, ginger dry, sugar'or treacle, 
almonds, pistachios, fennel, rose water, aud water. 



169 


(i) Dhatura is used under exceptional cir¬ 
cumstances, probably with a view to increase its 
action. 

Opium, nux vomica, cautharides or betel-nut is 
not known here io have been so used. 

Ganja is {a) ordinarily smoked without any ad- 
mixture, but is ( b) exceptionally mixed with dba- 
tura seeds, tobacco, and “ gnraku ” (a mixture of 
tobacco and treacle). 

I do not know of any preparation called bhang 
massala,' but if it be identical with “ bhang 
majum,” the ingredients are as under bhang, 
gbi, milk, sugar, and cloves. In fact, it is a 
confection of bhang. 

80. Moderate and excessive consumers both 
smoke or drink in company as much as in soli¬ 
tude. The extent of consumption varies in each 
case according to the constitution and length of 
the habit. Half a pint of bhang water may be 
enough for some, whereas others may require two 
to three bottles a day. In the same way, to some 
an inhalation of ganja may prove enough to 
satisfy his craving, to others it may require ten 
chillums to bring about the same effect. 

It is striotly confined to the male sex, and 
chiefly to adult age. Children are never allowed 
to indulge in these drugs, but some foolish parents 
on some great festivals allow their children a gulp 
or two of bhang water. 

81. Yes, the habit is easily formed and difficult 
to break off. Yes, there is a tendency to require 
ever-increasing doses to satisfy the craving. 

32. It is customary amongst Hindus to use 
bhang on occasions of festivals and social gather¬ 
ings, but it is neither essential nor compulsory. 
As for the religious uses of bhang, nothing is 
consumed by the votaries when offered at the 
shrine of Mahadev. But even iu this ease, it is 
not essential to use bhang only, as milk and curd 
do as well, and are, in fact, oftener used. It is 
also used on the religious festivals of Durga 
Euja. It is handed round like wine, and is freely 
partaken. It is not regarded as essential. As 
for its moderate and excessive use on these occa¬ 
sions, it much depends upon the moral and social 
status of the consumers, and on it depends the 
likelihood or unlikelihood of its habit being con¬ 
tracted, and the extent of injury it may cause. 

86. Alcohol is to a very great extent displacing 
bhang as an ordinary driuk of the people. The 
change is due to the greater facility of obtaining 
alcoholic drinks. 

87. As stated before, the use of charas is uot 
known in this district, hence inability to compare 
its effects with those of ganja and bhang. An¬ 
swer to the latter portion of this question is 
given in reply to question No. 89, 

89. Drinking of bhang is considered a better 
and a safer form of using hemp plant than smok- 
iDg. Bhang drinking in moderate doses is con¬ 
sidered refrigerating and stomachic. Smoking 
gaDja affects brain sooner, and gets into the head 
quicker. Habitual and excessive use of ganja 
undoubtedly leads to insanity, some cases of the 
kind having come under my own personal obser¬ 
vation. 

40, Bhang is used by hakims and vaids for 
bronchitis and asthma. 

41. Charas is not used in my district. 

(o) Bhang in moderate doses is stomachic. 

(i) It is said to alleviate fatigue and to give 
vol. vii. 


staying—power under severe exertion. In fact, 
it acts in the same way as cocoa does. 

(c) , It is considered a good preventive against 
malarial fevers, and is largely used by eadhus and 
sanyasis for this purpose. I have neverused it as 
a prophylactic against fevers. 

42. Bhang in moderate doses is beneficial. 

44. To the habitual moderate consumer, the 
effect is somewhat exhilarating. There is no in¬ 
toxication. It is stomachic. The effect lasts from 
four to ten hours. There are no after-effects, but 
withholding any further supply produces general 
uneasiness, want of spirits, and pain in the limbs. 

45. [a) Yes, it does, 

(5) Yes. 

(e) It causes loss of appetite, 

( d ) Ganja causes bronchitis and occasionally 
asthma. 

(«) It induces laziness. It is used by sadhus 
and sanyasis to induce impotenoy in order that 
they may be better able to approach their 
“ Maker.” 

(/) Yes; ganja has a tendency to produce in¬ 
sanity. It acts both as a predisposing and excit¬ 
ing cause in different cases. It generally causes 
temporary insanity of an active kind. 

46. It is obvious from my reply to question 
No. 45 that habitual excessive use of any of 
these drugs produces more harmful effects. 

47. It is not at all a hereditary habit, and does 
not seem to have any effect on the offsprings of 
moderate consumers. 

48. Excessive use of any of these drugs does 
not produce hereditary habits iu the children of 
the consumers. But as the excessive consumers 
become weak in mind and body through its use, 
their issues naturally come out weak iu mind 
and body as well, 

49. Yes; they are used in combination with 
other substanees for aphrodisiac purposes. Do 
uot know about prostitutes. Yes; it has an in¬ 
variable tendency to produce impotence after long 
continued use. 

50. Its excessive use acts in its first stage of 
commencement as an aphrodisiac; but in a few 
days, besides causing impotence sooner, it knooks 
down the general health. 

66. Admixture of dhatura seeds intensifies the 
effect of the drugs. 

67. Here we don’t know of charas. Ganja 
is only used for smoking. 

Oral evidence. 

Question I.—I studied at the Grant Medical 
College and received the diploma of Hospital As¬ 
sistant. 

Question 36. —My answer is based on experi¬ 
ence gained in the towns of Haosot, Olpad and 
Aublesbwar in the Broach district. I made 
special enquiries in these places and my answer 
referB to those alone. The change of habit I 
describe is taking place among the low class Mu¬ 
hammadans and Hindus. The liquor which is taking 
the place of bhang is mhowra spirit. 

Question 45.— I have personal experience of one 
case of insanity which occurred three or four 
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months ago and came to the Ilao Dispensary. 
I remember a case of lunacy occurring fifteen 
years ago in the 20th Bombay Infantry at 
Baroda. I know no other cases. The llao 
case was of a temporary kind. I did not see 
the other case to its end, for the man was in hos¬ 
pital when I was transferred. I attribute the Ilao 
case to the excessive use of ganja. I know of no 
case in which moderate use has caused insanity. 
The Baroda case was under my observation for 
mouths. The Ilao patient was brought to the 
dispensary by his relatives. He was talking 
nonsense and his relations said that he had become 
insane since he had taken the drug to excess. I 
did ask how long he had been in the habit of smok¬ 
ing and was told that he had begun a few 
months before. He had taken an excessive 


dose of ganja after drinking liquor two days 
before he was brought to me. He was in 
the habit of taking liquor. He would do so 
at festivals. All poor men drink. On the occa¬ 
sion when he was overcome ho had takeu liquor to 
excess aud ganja to excess also. He was of the 
Talavia caste. I don’t kuow whether he took 
either liquor or ganja in excess before that occasion. 
I attribute the ease to ganja because he smoked 
that drug immediately before be beeame incohe¬ 
rent. I dou't know if any of his companions suf¬ 
fered on the same occasion. He was not cured 
for U months during which he was brought to 
my dispensary by his relations every third or 
fourth day. The last time 1 saw him he was im¬ 
proving. I made no further enquiry, but accepted 
the account given by his relations. 


88. Evidence of Hospital Assistant Shaik Sorfkaz Hakim, Naaik. 


1. I have been at many places in the Bombay 
Presidency, and specially at Yeola, Chikodi, 
Sholapur and Nasik for long time, where ganja 
and bhang consumers were under my observation 
and treatment. 

2. These drugs are known by the same name 
in this presidency also. 

19. Ganja and charas are used for smoking. 
Powdered ganja is mixed in sweetmeat to make 
it little intoxicating. It is also mixed in bhajias, 
which are fried and then eaten as luxuries. Majum 
also contains ganja or bhang. 

23. As far as I know, bhang is not generally 
used for smoking. 

28. (a) It is said that the average allowances 
of ganja is half an ounce in weight, aud half an 
anna worth. 

(5) Ditto 3 ounces in weight, and of 3£ annas 
worth. 

(a) Bhang is used daily by habitual moderate 
consumers half an ounce in weight, costing half 
anna, 

(6) Ditto by habitual excessive consumer, one 
ounce in weight, costing 1 anna. 

29. Tobacco is ordinarily mixed with ganja ; 
dhatura, opium and nux vomica are also mixed 
with ganja to make the effect more powerful by 
a few excessive ganja smokers, and especially by 
ascetics. I have uot heard or seen cantharides 
and betel-nut so used. The following are the 
ingredients of bhang massala:— poppy seed 
almond seeds, anise fruit, sugar, milk, black 
pepper, cardamoms, seeds of cucumber. 

SO. It is said that habitual moderate smokers 
of ganja will require the same quantity, as stated 
iu answer to No. 28, either in 6<>litnde or in com¬ 
pany. Ganja and bhang are also used bv female 
sex. It is unusual for children to consume any 
of these drugs. 

81. The habit of consuming these drugs is not 
easily formed, and it is not very difficult to break 
it off. 

82. On Hindu holidays, and especially on Shiva- 
ratra, bhang is taken by some as a beverage mixed 
with its massala in devotion to the god Shiva. 


3G. No. 

87. It is said that charas smoking has more 
intoxicating effect than ganja smoking ; but the 
effect is produoed instantaneously by both. Tne 
drinking of bhang produces effect slowly. 

89. The general effects of the drugs on the 
constitution is the same. They are not injurious 
if used moderately. Their exoessive use has 
supposed tendency towards producing insanity. 

40. Ganja and bhang - are used as sedative, 
anodyne, and as digestive, aud also as local appli¬ 
cation to piles, etc. Bhang is given to cattle 
to promote appetite. 

41. (a) and ( b) Yes. 

(c) 1 have not seen it used as a febrifuge ; 
but it is said that it prevents disease in malarious 
and unhealthy tracts. 

42. Beneficial. 

44. It is refreshing, and it creates appetite. 
These drugs produce intoxication when used 
excessively. Moderate use allays hunger for a 
time. The effect lasts from two to four hours. 

45. (a) to ( 0 ) No. 

(f) The excessive use of ganja acts as an 
exciting cause of the insanity, and it generally 
produces mania, temporary and permauent both. 

46. The excessive use of these drugs is inju¬ 
rious ; it tends to produce insanity, impairs con¬ 
stitution and digestion. 

47 aud 48. No. 

49 and 50, Moderate use of these drugs is practi¬ 
sed an as aphrodisiac. By few prostitutes it is used, 
for this purpose. The use for this purpose 
is injurious when these drugs are used largely and 
continuously for long time. The excessive and 
protracted use of hemp tends to produce im- 
potency. 

56. Dhatura, opium and nux vomica are mixed 
with ganja to make its effect more powerful, and 
these things are used by those people who use 
ganja excessively. 

, 57. Ganja and bhang are eaten and drunk. 
Their exoessive use produces intoxicatiou and 
delirium. 
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89. Evidence of Hospital Assistant 

1. I am an Hospital Assistant serving in the 
Civil Medical Branch for nearly twenty-five years. 

I have served in Gujarat, Sind, and have had good 
association with the Punjabis in whom the use of 
this drug is general. 

2. The same names are given here, and two 
kinds, namely, bhang and gaujo, are sold here. 
One more form of bhang is sold and consumed 
in the form of sweetmeat (confection) called 
majum or yakuti. The bhang is mixed with 
several of the medicated confections called pak. 

19. Yes. 

23. No. 

28. 

Bhang, Ganja, 
up to tola, up to tola. 

Habitual moderate consumer 3 1 

„ excessive „ 3 6 

Cbaras is not sold in this district. The cost 

is varied according to the district. 

29. Ordinarily tobacco is mixed with ganja 
and eharas for smoking. Bhang is ordinarily 
mixed with spices, rnilb, sugar, and water. Ex¬ 
ceptionally dhatura is added. 

I know one form of massala in the preparation 
of bhang called panch ratui, consisting of aconite, 
arsenic, dhatura, opium and bhang, sweetened 
with sugar, etc. The object of this admixture 
is to heighten the excitement. 

SO. Ganja and eharas are smoked to a great 
extent in solitude, and* moderately in company. 
Bhang is much drunk in company, and moderate¬ 
ly in solitude. Ganja is chiefly used by males; 
but I have seen a few females 6moke eharas, as is 
smoked by males only. Bhang is drunk by males, 
females, and children. The custom is. much pre¬ 
valent in Sind and Punjab. In Sind I have 
seen it administered to infants also. 

81. The habit is easily formed and goes very 
hard to break off- A moderate use of all these 
three preparations has a tendeuoy to develop into 
excess. 

82. There is not any distinct oeremony order¬ 
ing these preparations to use as essential; but on 
the Maha Shivaratri day of Shankar it is a custom 
with a limited sect of the community to drink 
bhang, which is also called ghota. Some of the 
disciples of sadhus smoke ganja and drink bhang, 
as a Pershad of Shankar, and get into the habit 
of the preparations which is injurious, 

86. I do not know for the present whether 
alcohol is consumed instead of ganja, etc. 

87. I think the effects of ganja (and eharas 
smoking are the same, eharas being stronger. 
Bhang drinking is milder than either of them, 

39. Th? smoking of ganja and eharas is more 
injurious than drinking bhang. It causes conti¬ 
nuous irritation in the respiratory passages, 
resulting into chronic bronchitis and asthma. It 
aots also on the nervous system as an excitant, but 
this action may prove a little beneficial to the 
system ; but after some time by continuous ex¬ 
citement, the nervous system is exhausted, the 
mind gets delusive and terminates into insanity. 
This occurs early in those who cannot afford to 
supply their system with the proper nourishment, 
vol. vii. 


Purson Singh Chattily, Sholapur. 

40. YeB; more in Sind and Punjab by hakims 
and vaidyas, The bhang is used in cattle diseases, 

41. (a) I have observed cases of children in 
whom the use of fried bhang has assisted diges- 
tion. 

(5) The smoking of ganja and eharas give a 
temporary tone to the nervous system, to allay 
fatigue and over-exertion; but they lose more 
in ifcs after-effects ; so the loss is more than gain. 

(c) No febrifuge and anti-malarious property 
is noticed by me, 

42. Except bhang in medicinal doses in cases of 
children as digestive, all other preparations not 
only do not act beneficially but prove injurious, 
because if indulged in for a long time, it depress¬ 
es appetite and strength, weakens nervous sys¬ 
tem, followed by general debility, 

44. The immediate effect on the moderate habi¬ 
tual consumer is primarily refreshing and pleasing 
by temporary stimulation of the nervous system. 
Its secondary effect is intoxication, followed by 
languid uneasiness and depression, when the time 
comes for another dose to get refreshed. All 
these effects are more severely produced in the 
case of habitual excessive consumer. The drug 
has no effect in allaying hunger. 

45. (a) Produces weakness and loss of flesh, 
intellect dull, and volition impaired and morally 
weak. 

(6) It does. 

(c) Yes, after some time. 

(d) It causes chronic bronchitis and asthma, 
but cures dysentery. 

(a) Yes. 

(/) It deadens the intellect and may produce 
insanity. The causes in my cases were exciting. 
It produced insanity of a temporary type. The 
symptoms were reinduced after liberation from res¬ 
traint. The insanity by great talkativeness and 
running amuck. I have no instance in which an 
insane without ganja history has confessed to 
the usp of the drag. 

(y) I am of opiuion that the insanity pro¬ 
duced in ray cases had no previous connection 
with mental anxiety or brain disease. I am not 
aware of any instance of insanity which has a 
tendency towards indulging in hemp drags. 

Case .—Mr. V, a weaving master in one of the 
mufassal cotton mills, pay Rs. 150, got into the 
habit of smoking ganja in bad company. After 
a few days he began to get hallucinations and be¬ 
came unfit for work, terminating in insanity. 
The chief symptoms were talkativeness, sleepless¬ 
ness, and great craving for ganja. He was under 
great restraint for two months, and treated com- 
monly with bromides, etc,, and got cured. He 
was quite right for 12 months, after which time 
he again took to smoking ganja and again became 
insane. The same treatment was adopted, and 
got cured and sent to duty. This was the third 
time he got insane by the same cause. After 
recovery be did not attribute his ganja smoking 
to any anxiety of mind, and his employers have a 
very good opinion about his hardworking. 

There is no trace of brain disease. 

46. Same as discussed in column 45, but more 
severely. 
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47. The habit is not hereditary. The children 
of these consumers aremervous, weak in stamina, 
and prone to convulsions and hydrocephalus. 

48. The habit is not hereditary. The children 
of the excessive consumers are more nervous, more 
weak in stamina, and more prone to convulsions 
and hydrocephalus. 

49. It is used as an aphrodisiac ; but I have no 
information to answer on other points. 

50. As stated in column 49. 

56. Both in moderation and excess the admix¬ 
ture of other substances is made use for heighten¬ 
ing the effects, 

57. I have no instances of ganja and charas 
ever being eaten or drunk. 

In conclusion I think if the Government pro¬ 
hibit the cultivation and sale of hemp and its pre¬ 
parations, the people who have caught the habit 
of these drugs may begin to use alcohol, which 
will he a bad substitute. The hemp drug and its 
preparations are in no way beneficial, but injurious 
to the system, even in moderation, which is 
almost impossible to keep. I fear alcohol is sure 
to come in substitution, and prefer to keep the 
matter as it is. Victims of these preparations 
want something to quench their thirst, and they 
must use anything that they may come across. 
They cannot control their minds, as the will power 
is already lost in these cases. 

Oral evidence. 

Question 1 .—I studied in the Grant Medical 
College and took the Vernacular Class Hospital 
Assistant Diploma in 1873. It is a three-years' 
course. I attended lectures by the Native Profes¬ 
sors : the leotures were given in the vernacular. 
I enlisted as Medical pupil in 1868. 

Question 45. —I have had more than one case of 
insauity, due, a6 I believe, to hemp drugs; but I 
cannot give properly information about them as 
they occurred long ago in my practice. 1 have 
therefore ohosou the case of Mr. V., a native 
gentleman whom I know. It was three years ago 
I first knew him. He was then 37 or 38 years 
old. He is married and has children. I had not 
known him before. He was brought to me from 
Jalgaon by a friend for treatment as an out-patient 
at Sholapur. His eyes were red. He was very 
talkative, with tendency to violence, sleeplessness. 
He was able to answer questions, but was incohe¬ 
rent at times. His friends told me he had the 
habit of smoking ganja, and that when he smoked 
too much he got in this state, They said he had 
smoked for oue year, I told his friend not to give 
him ganja and to have him watched by two 
private watchmen. He got no ganja for two 
months and was then quite cured. He then re¬ 
turned to Jalgaon. "When he was cured, he told 
me that he had taken to smoking ganja with bad 


company of men serving under him in the mill. 
He confessed to no other bad habit. 

A year afterwards he was brought back in the 
same condition. He was ill then for about a 
month-and-a-half, staying with the same friend at 
Sholapur. I saw him constantly. He was cured. 
He told me he had had a cough, and was advised 
to take ganja for it. He had done so, and so got 
into the habit again. 

The first time I had him under observation he 
told me that he had smoked ganja for one year 
and had become insane, and had been treated by 
the Civil Surgeon. That was about a year before 
I saw him for the first time. He was thus insane 
three times: once treated by the Civil Surgeon 
and twice afterwards by me. My knowledge of the 
man is confined to the two occasions on which I 
was treating him. I do not know his family, I 
asked the friends and the patient whether there 
was any tendency to insanity in his father or 
mother, or any history of syphilis; and the answer 
was negative. That was all I asked them. I 
think I asked about other habits, such as drinking. 
That is all. And, of course, I knew nothing about 
him except what I was told. I did not ask any 
question about “ anxiety." 1 have mentioned 
that, because it comes in the question of the Com¬ 
mission. The man said nothing about anxiety; 
but he was not asked. He was asked whether he 
had any quarrels. I did not ask about quarrels : 
my question was “ Have there been any family 
troubles?" I have no notes of the case apart 
from the ordinary dispensary notes of out-door 
cases. This would show “ symptoms" and “ pre¬ 
scriptions " in the quarter sheet- It is kept in 
hospital. The entries are of the briefest character. 

Mr. V. was an out-patient. Those who brought 
him said to me he had been treated for the same 
cause by the Civil Surgeon. So I had no doubt 
about the cause. There are no typical symptoms. 
Diagnosis cannot be made without history. 

Question 40 .—The hakims and vaidyas use the 
drugs as a stimulant in tonic confections. They 
sometimes also prescribe ganja for cough. 

Question 47 .—This condition of the children is 
due to nervous weakness of the parents. I know 
a few oases. I have never had the parents under 
observation, but have had history of their using 
ganja. I have had children with similar symp¬ 
toms whose parents did not use ganja. I have 
associated these symptoms with the use of hemp 
by the parents since I went to Sind seven or eight 
years ago. In Sind nearly every one uses bhang. 
The Sind climate is very severe—great extremes. 
I found many cases in Sind of such weakness in 
children. I have found cases here—a few—but 
none traceable to hemp. Mr. V.'s children are 
all right. 

In conclusion hemp drugs in my opinion cause 
less barm than alcohol. It causes insanity more 
than they do and more hereditary weakness. 


90. Evidence of Rao Bahaduk Vishkam Ramji Ghollay, Retired Honorary 
Assistant Surgeon, and Medical Practitioner, Poona City , 


Ganja, charas, bhang, and the other prepara¬ 
tions of ganja are used for the purposes of pro¬ 
curing intoxication aud as medicines. 

The vicious persons from all classes of people, 
especially the mendicants, bairagis, gosavis, purda- 
gis, watchmen, etc., use the drug. 

Charas is rarely used in this part of India, 


because it is not prepared in this part of the coun¬ 
try. 

Ganja (dried flowering tops) and' charas (a resi¬ 
nous exudation from the plant) are smoked; bhang 
(dried leaves) is drunk in the shape of subjv. 
Yakuti, shrikhand and gulkand, which are pre¬ 
pared from bhang, are eaten. 
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1 don’t think any particular class has any pre¬ 
ferential liking as to any particular mode of using 
it. Some smoke it, some use it as a beverage, and 
others eat it in the shape of sweetmeat, such as 
majum, yakuti, etc., etc., just to suit their indi¬ 
vidual taste and convenience. 

Bhang is not smoked. 

The use of these narcotics does not seem to be 
on the increase in this district. 

Vicious habits of life, bad associations, imita¬ 
tions, urban life, indolence, want, of other accus¬ 
tomed stimuli, etc., lead to the use of the drug. 

Minimum cost is a pice or two per diem for the 
habitual moderate consumer, and from 2 to 6 
annas is the maximum cost for an habitual exces¬ 
sive consumer. 

I don’t believe dhatura is ever mixed with it to 
enhance its effects. 

The male sex generally use the <Jrug. A few 
females also use it. It is not given to children, 
especially in this part of the country. 

The habit is easily formed and when once 
formed, it is very difficult to leave it off. 

I don’t think it feasible to prohibit the use of 
the drug. Moral instructions may have a prohi¬ 
bitive effect. 

Ganja smoker is generally quiet, while a drunk¬ 
ard is very boisterous, mischievous and smells of 
the liquor. 

Both are injurious to the health in like degree, 

I believe both the smoking and eating of the 
drug are injurious. 

The drug is used medicinally both by native 
and European practitioners. It is used also in 
cattle diseases. 

The moderate use of the drug when used medi¬ 


cinally does have a beneficial effect, but as a habit 
it is not beneficial. 

(a) Ganja increases appetite, and aids diges¬ 
tion to a certain extent when used medicinally. 

(£) It does have some staying-power under severe 
exertion. It may have prohibitive effect against 
exposure. 

(c) I don’t think it is a prophylactic against 
malaria. 

( d ) It is only good as a medicine. 

I consider even its moderate use is harmful, as 
it affects the brain and by degrees leads to its ex< 
cessive use. 

_ The moderate consumers are generally inoffen¬ 
sive to their neighbours. 

The immediate effect of its moderate use is 
intoxicating, exhilarating and refreshing. It ex¬ 
cites hunger. Its after-effects are laziness, erratic 
habits, mental aberration and cough. 

It does produce dry cough eventuating in 
bronchitis, asthma, but it does not seem to produce 
dysentery so far as my experience goes. Its long 
continued use diminishes the quantity of blood in 
the system, that it produces aommia. It does im¬ 
pair moral sense, induce laziness, and leads to 
habits of debauchery. It does produce insanity of a 
permanent character to an appreciable extent, 

I have no data to say that the habit is inherited. 

It is used as an aphrodisiac. It does not seem 
to produce impotency, but a long continued and 
excessive use is likely to bring on impotence. 
Some prostitutes use it. 

Bad livers do use the drug, but its moderate 
use is not likely to lead to crime. 

To my knowledge the use of the drug has not 
- produced, in any case, homicidal frenzy. 


01. Evidence of Ganesh Krishna Garde, * Brahmin , Medical Practitioner , 

Poona City. 


1. A medical practice extended over a period 
of fifteen years and a special study of the subject 
from botanical, pharmaceutical^ physiological and 
sanitary points of view have afforded me many 
opportunities of obtaining the necessary informa¬ 
tion. 

2. Yes, the same names are applied to these 
products in this province, 

S. In many districts of this presidency the 
hemp plant is occasionally found growing spon¬ 
taneously, but not abundantly. 

4. The female plant (called erroneously nar or 
male by people) is known as ganja, and the male 
plant (very rarely found wild and never cultivated 
in this province, and erroneously termed madi or 
female) is called bhange-che-jhad. These names 
always refer to the same plant. 

5. Wild hemp is known to grow in all tem¬ 
perate and tropioal regions with a moderate rainfall 
and from the level of the sea up to an elevation of 
10,000 feet. 

6. Scattered in thi s province. 

7. It is cultivated chiefly in Kbandesh, Ahmed- 
nagar and Sholapur districts of this presidency, 
and to a very small extent in Poona, Satara, 


Surat, Broach andNasik districts for the produc¬ 
tion of ganja only. 

8, Recently there has been a considerable de¬ 
crease in the area under hemp cultivation on 
aoeount of great restrictions placed on the cultiva¬ 
tion, preparation, and sale of the drug by Govern¬ 
ment. 

9. The soil selected for the purpose is a light 
sandy loam or rich blaok soil free from the shade 
of large trees. It is ploughed eight or ten times in 
April, and after thus freeing itfrom all weeds it is 
manured with cowdung. After setting in of the 
rains the ploughing is again repeated and the soil 
thrown into ridges a foot high, the furrows being 
a foot in breadth. The seedlings, which are reared 
for the purpose in a nursery, are transplanted on 
the ridges prepared for their reception six or eight 
inches apart from each other. The preparation of 
the nursery generally commences at the end of 
May after the first shower of rain, and by 
the end of September the seedlings are six or 
twelve inches high and are then ready for trans¬ 
plantation. About four or five seers of seed are 
necessary for every bigba of land to be cultivated 
with hemp. The plants are trimmed in November. 
This operation consists in lopping off the lower 


•Was deputed as a delegate by the Poona Sarvajanik Sabha. 



branches so as to favour the upward growth of the 
shoots. The ridges are again redressed and man¬ 
ured, the furrows ploughed and all weeds removed. 
At this stage the plants begin to form their flowers 
when the services of an expert are called in for 
cutting down all the male plants colloquially 
known as madi (female). This operation is most 
essential for lie production of ganja, for the pre¬ 
sence of a single male plant in the field is sufficient 
to fertilize all the plants in the field, and the 
ganja yielded by them is then very inferior and 
scarcely saleable. 

10. No; the cultivators of hemp are of the 
same classes as other agricultural cultivators. 

13. Almost restricted to Khandesb, Abmed- 
nagar and Sholapur districts. These were selected 
on account of the rich black soil free from shade, 
dry sunny climate, and moderate rainfall. Ganja 
is cultivated in other districts to a small extent. 
Ganja can he only produced on the plains of tropi¬ 
cal India with a moderate amount of rainfall, and 
a dry sunny climate from sea-level up to an eleva¬ 
tion of about 4, QUO feet, the soil being a light 
sandy loam, rich black or greyish white. 

14. Out of these three, only ganja is prepared 
in this province especially in Ahmednagar, Shola¬ 
pur, and Khandesh districts, and to a small extent 
in Broach, Surat, Poona, and Satara districts. 

1(5. Bhang is not generally prepared by the 
people in their houses in this part of the presidency. 
It is said to be prepared from wild hemp in Cen¬ 
tral and North-Western Provinces, the Punjab, 
Madras and Bengal, and also from the cultivated 
plant in some parts of these presidencies. It can 
be prepared from the liemp plant wherever grown, 
although the narcotic principle is not developed to 
the same extent everywhere ; ganja and charas 
are not known to be prepared from the wild plant 
wherever grown. 

17. In this province the preparation of ganja 
is not restricted to any particular classes, but in 
Bengal the majority of the cultivators are said to 
be Muhammadans. With regard to the other two 
preparations I am not definitely informed. 

18. Yesj all of them deteriorate by keeping. 
They lose a good deal of their effect in time. With 
ordinary care they keep good for two years. The 
causes of deterioration seem to be decomposition of 
the resinous principle and evaporation of the vola¬ 
tile oil which is said to be one of the active ingre¬ 
dients of ganja and bhang. I think deterioration 
can be prevented by keeping the drugs well pro¬ 
tected from air and moisture. It is probable that 
charas being the active principle of the plant may 
keep longer than either bhang or ganja. 

19. Ganja and charas are used only for smok¬ 
ing in Northern India; but in this province, and 
probably in many other parts of Southern India, 
ganja is also taken internally in the form of 
majum, yakuti, shrikhand and gulkand, and as a 
drink called “ gbofca,” which here takes the place 
of a similar preparation of bhang used in Northern 
India. The mode of preparing these forms of hemp 
confectionery in this province is ns follows :— 
gauja (in Northern India bhang) is boiled with ghee 
over water for a few hours, when the ghee gets 
medicated with the resinous active principle of the 
drug, which is freely soluble in oily and fatty sub¬ 
stances. The medicated ghee which floats on the« 
water in the form of a green jelly is then separated 
from the decoction and kept for use in suitable 
vessels. A portion of this is added with spices to 
syrup over a fire producing a paste which readily 


hardens into a solid mass when cooled, and is then 
cut into small lozenges. These are called majum. 
Yakuti is made from the ganja ghee in a similar 
way, with this difference that it is milder than 
majum and contains saffron, which gives it its pecu¬ 
liar colour. The same ghee mixed with confection 
of roses forms gulkand, which is the mildest of all 
the hemp confectionery. Added to molasses or 
jagri it forms shrikhand, which is the strongest 
of the series. These preparations are generally 
resorted to as aphrodisiacs by persons addicted 
to sensual pleasures and occasionally by those 
suffering from diarrhoea, indigestion or some 
painful complaint. .Each lozenge of majum 
or yakuti weighs about half a tola, and costs a 
quarter of an anna. The dose for a moderate 
consumer is one or two such lozenges, and for 
immoderate consumer three or four lozenges. As 
bhang is not procurable here, a substitute for it 
{and a dangerous one it is) is found in broken 
ganja or “ chur,” which is sold for bhang and is 
used as such in preparing the drink by a majority 
of those who wish to have recourse to it. Some 
people know that it is not bhang proper, and being 
aware of its virulence are careful never to use it for 
a drink. Both the confectionery and the drink are 
only used by a small portion of the population of 
large cities and very rarely by people living in the 
smaller towns or villages. 

20. Charas is hardly known by people of this 
presidency except the town of Bombay. It is 
smoked in Bengal, the Punjab, and North-Western 
and Central Provinces. Gauja alone is resorted 
to for smoking in this province, and that too by 
an insignificant portion of the population. Ganja 
smoking is not confined to any particular class, 
although the proportion is greater among'the 
lower classes than the higher. It is prevalent 
among the working people in the various trades 
of large cities (goldsmiths, blacksmiths, carpen¬ 
ters, etc.), the indolent and the idle and the 
wandering fakirs, gosavis and bairagis. In this 
district, with a population of 1,067,890,about 300 
maunds are consumed annually, nearly one-half of 
it being consumed in the town of Poona including 
cantonment. Taking half a tola as the average 
daily consumption of a smoker, we get 5,333 ganja 
smokers in the whole district, nearly one-half of 
this being residents of the town of Poona with 
cantonment. This gives an average of about i 
per cent as the proportion of gaDja smokers to the 
entire population of the district and nearly 17 per 
cent, for the town of Poona. In Northern India, 
especially in Bengal, the proportion of ganja and 
charas smokers to the entire population is far 
greater than the above. The annual consumption 
of ganja alone in Bengal is stated to be 500,0001b. 
(Journal of E.I. Assoc., May 1893). The popula¬ 
tion of Bengal is 71,346,987, and calculating in 
the same way as above we get ’15 per cent as the 
proportion of gaDja smokers to the whole popula¬ 
tion. The proportion of ganja smokers in this 
presidency (Bombay) is by a similar calculation 
•33 per cent. 

21. In this province preference is shown for 
either flat or round ganja, the “ehur’' being 
looked upon as comparatively worthless. In 
Bengal round ganja is said to be preferred to flat 
by some and by others flat is preferred to round, 
the ebur being equally rejected by both, 

22. Foreign charas chiefly comes from Yarkand 
and Herat, and it is preferred to native charas, 

23. Some books say that bhang is used for 
smoking in some parts of India occasionally. 
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Bat Mr. Hem Chandra Kerr believes the state¬ 
ment to be incorrect. 

24. In Northern India bhang is eaten in tbe 
form of a powder or confection by people addicted 
to sensual pleasures and taken as a beverage by all 
classes of people especially by the Sikhs in the 
Punjab and by a very large proportion of the 
population in the North-Western Provinces. Its 
use is said to be on a decrease in Bengal. It is 
also used both in eating and drinking in Central 
Provinces to a considerable extent. In Southern 
India it is very rarely used, the "cbur ” being 
generally substituted for it. The proportion how¬ 
ever of bhang-drinkers (whether they use chur or 
bhang) to the entire population in Southern 
India is extremely insignificant, and the number, 
small as it is, is almost confined to' a few large 
cities in this presidency only. Here, as well as in 
Northern India, bhang drinking is not looked upon 
so disreputable as ganja or charas smoking and so 
it finds favour with higher classes. 

25. It would appear from Government reports 
that the area of liomp cultivation for the produc- 
tion of ganja is everywhere on a decrease during^ 


mixed ordinarily with black pepper, anise Seeds, and 
a little sugar in preparing a common beverage, the 
object being to correct the nauseating tendency of 
the drug; and occasionally with dry rose petals, 
caidamom sesds, almond paste and milk; the object 
being to make it more pleasant and agreeable. 
The spices generally mixed with the bhang in the 
confectionery called raajum, yakuti, etc., are carda¬ 
moms, nutmegs, cloves, saffron, etc. I know of no 
such preparation as “ a bhang massala 13 being sold 
for the purpose of being mixed with any of these 
drugs. 

30, To a greater extent in company than in 
soitude. Yes, mainly confined to the male sex 
and adult life. It is not usual for children to con¬ 
sume any of these drugs. But bhang is occasionally 
given to children in Northern India. 

SI. Yes, the habit is easily formed but difficult 
to break off. Yes, there is such a tendency. 

82. It is customary in some parts of India to 
drink bhang on the holiday called Shivaratra, as 
the drug is thought to be favourite with the god 
Shiva or Mahadeva. This use of the drug, how- 
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same conclusion will be forced upon our mind. 
We know from tbe history of cultured plants 
that the poppy plant is not a native of 
India and that its intoxicant juice was not 
known here or in China before the 1 Oth century 
A. C. It further tells us that the Arabians first 
brought it from Greece, its native place, and cul¬ 
tivated it in Turkey in Asia, and that from thence 
the followers of Islam introduced it into the east¬ 
ern countries. It spread along with their religion 
and soon became acclimatised in India. The 
Muhammadans cherished it exceedingly, because 
in it they found a good substitute for alcohol, the 
use of which was forbidden to them by their reli¬ 
gion. It found favour with the Chinese for a 
similar reason, for their new religion Budhism 
more than even Muhammadanism condemned the 
use of alcohol. It was under these circumstances 
that the Chinese came to be possessed of that un¬ 
surpassed love for opium for which they are well 
known. We thus see that the prohibition of 
alcohol by religion among the Chinese and the 
followers of Islam was followed by recourse to 
opium in these two nations. Legislation, like the 
commands of religion, may prohibit the use of a 
particular intoxicant but it cannot destroy the 
passion for intoxicants, and consequently the pro¬ 
hibition of one kind of intoxicant always leads 
men to resort to another. 

36. Yes; the reply to this question has been 
anticipated in the foregoing remarks. This 
change in the appetite of intoxication is partly at 
least the result of the fashion of imitation. 

87. The intoxication of charas is more instan¬ 
taneous bat less lasting than that produced by 
ganja. Its use is said to be less injurious than 
that of ganja. It is said also that its want never 
causes any longing or uneasiness. 

38. If there be any difference at all, it must he 
one of degree and not in kind. Hound ganja is 
said to contain more resin than the flat variety 
(if I may use the term), while the “chur" de¬ 
rived from it during the pvooess of manufacture 
and packing is said to he, when recent, more 
powerful than the other two forms. It however 
soon gets deteriorated by keeping and hence is 
generally rejected by good smokers, 

39. Taking the same preparation and the same 
dose, smoking may he said to be less injurious 
than eating or drinking, for the simple reason 
that a portion of the active principle is burnt up 
and decomposed before it reaches the blood. But 
if the effects of smoking one preparation in a 
particular dose be compared, with the effects of 
drinking or eating any other preparation in a 
diflereut dose, the result will vary according to 
the preparation and the dose. By way of illus¬ 
trating the first statement, I might say that the 
effects of smoking a drachm of ganja are less 
injurious than the effect of eating or drinking the 
same quantity of it, and so also with charas and 
bhang. To render the second statement more defi¬ 
nite and complete, I might say that the dose being 
the same, the effects of smoking gauja and charas 
are worse than the effects of eating or drinking 
bhang, and that quite the reverse will he the case 
if we compare the effects of Smoking a small dose, 
say about 10 grains, of ganja or charas with the 
effects of drinking or eating a large quantity, say 
an ounce of bhang. 

40. Bhang is prescribed medicinally by many 
native dootors, and both bhang and ganja are 
used in the treatment of cattle disease. Ganja is 
also prescribed by native doctors but not for 


internal use, but only as a fumigation to piles and 
inhalation in asthma. In connection with the 
use of hemp drugs by native doctors it would not 
be out of place if I say a few words regarding 
the history of the narcotic and when it came to 
be introduced into native medicine. I think it 
the more important to do so, because there seems 
to prevail a mistaken notionab out this subject, 
I find it mentioned by Mr. Hem Chunder Kerr, 
for instance, in his report on ganja in 1877, that 
the narcotic property of tbe hemp plant was 
known in India as early as 3,000 years ago. He 
cites some authorities from the Atharva Yeda to 
fortify his statement. Led by his statement, 
perhaps, the Government of India in their letter 
to the Secretary of State for India dated the 9th 
August 1892 observe : “In India, on the other 
hand, the practice of ganja-smoking has existed 
from time immemorial, etc,'” A similar account is 
given by Dr. Watt in his “ Dictionary of the Eco¬ 
nomic Products of India", under article Cannabis 
tativa. I have studied the question from a his¬ 
torical point of view, and after a careful research 
made in that direction by referring to the ancient 
medical literature of India and to such Vedic and 
post-Yedic passages as seem to refer to the plant, 
I have arrived at the conclusion that the narcotic 
properties and preparations of hemp, as they are 
understood to-day, were not known in India until 
a very recent date ; that whatever interpretation 
be put on the words bhaDga or bhangft mentioned 
in the earlier works from the Atharva Veda down 
to tbe institutes of Mann, or the Ayurveda of 
Sushrut, one thing is certain, that even if the 
word did really refer to the true hemp plant, the 
latter was only cultivated for its fibre; charas and 
gauja were not known at all, and the hemp plant 
that was cultivated did not yield bhang, the nar¬ 
cotic principle developed in its leaves and capsules 
being too scanty to be noticed by the people as it 
is in the hemp plant of Europe to-day. The facts 
upon which I have based this conclusion are as 
follow b 

(1) The most ancient medical works in San¬ 
skrit; Charak, Sushrut and Vagbhat, do not make 
any allusion to it either as a medicine or as a 
poison. This is the more remarkable when we see, 
that even its cognate poison dhatura, is mentioned 
by Sashrut in the treatment of hydrophobia and 
by Vagbhat among narcotic poisons. Mr. Hem 
Chandra Kerr says that in Sushrut “ the plant is 
described as a medicine for the accumulation of 
phlegm in the larynx and for some other diseases." 
But this is incorrect, for no such word occurs in 
Sushrut as a medicine for accumulation of phlegm 
in the larynx. The only place where the word 
bhaDga is mentioned is in the treatment of oph¬ 
thalmia, and there from the context it is doubtful 
if the reading is correct. For most probably the* 
correct reading here is bhringa and not bhang, 
the former being a small annual weed of the com- 
positse [Eclipta prostrata of Graham) very fre* 
quently occurring in prescriptions for eye-diseases. 
Such misprints as ‘ bhang ’ for ‘bring ‘ are of very 
frequent occurrence in Calcutta editions of 
Sanskrit books. If Sushrut had known the 
Indian hemp of to-day, he would surely have 
prescribed it in such complaints as chronio diar¬ 
rhoea, dyspepsia, tetanus, etc., in which it is found 
prescribed by later works on medicine, rather 
than in ophthalmia. Similarly, if it was known 
in those days, it would have been noticed by him 
as well as by Charak, who preceded him, or, at any 
rate, by Vagbhat, who followed him, along with 
the other narcotics. This omission of Indian 
hemp by these three ancient authors in their 
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celebrated works on medieine is itself a great 
proof of the fact that it was not known in India 
in their time. 

(2) Although the word bkanga occurs in 
Atbarava Veda, Kaushitaki Brahman, Sutras of 
Panini and the Institutes of Manu, there is not 
the least evidence to show that it meant the 
narcotic Cannabis indica, There is not the slightest 
reference, direct or implied, to the narcotic pro¬ 
perties of the plant in any of the passages of these 
works in which the word is found. In Atharva 
Veda it is simply mentioned along with Soma, 
Darbha and Yava. Panini refers to it as cul¬ 
tivated iu fields (evidently for its fibre and seed). 
Manu and Kaushitaki Brahmana refer to it as a 
source of fibre. Later Sanskrit commentators and 
lexicographers interpret bhang as shaua or 
Bengal sunn plant, Crotalaria jwncea which has 
been known in India from times immemorial as a 
plant yielding fibre and cultivated for that purpose, 
and is, beyond doubt, a native of India. Now, 
whether those lexicographers are right in identify¬ 
ing bhang with Crotalaria juncea, or not, one 
thing is certain, that the plant referred to as bhang 
in ancient literature was a fibre-yielding plant 
{Cannabis satin a or Crotalaria juncea), and not 
the narcotic plant, the Cannabis indica of to-day ; 
that, in other words, even if Cannabis saliva was 
cultivated in the times of the Atharva Veda or 
Panini, it was simply for the fibre or the seed, 
Which, as will be shown elsewhere, was then used 
as food among the poorer classes, and that the 
narcotic element of the plant was in those days, 
and in those regions inhabited by the then San¬ 
skrit-speaking Aryaus, was as little developed as 
it is to this day in the European variety of hemp. 

(8) This conclusion is further supported by the 
fact that there are no Sanskrit names for ganja 
or charas, and that all. the words used by recent 
Sanskrit medical authors, such as Vijaya, Madini, 
etc., to designate bhang and ganja, are newly 
coined, as they are not mentioned in any of the 
Sanskrit lexicons from Amarkosha down to 
Medini. They are not even mentioned by any of 
the medical Nighantus (lexicons) of an earlier 
date than that of Madanapal, who lived in the 
fourteenth century A.C. It is only in later medical 
works dating at most from the fourteenth century 
downwards, that the word ganja is applied to 
hemp narcotics (the leaves or bhang and the 
flowering tops being not distinguished). In 
classical Sanskrit the word means a liquor house. 

(4) Tho history of the hemp plant also points 
to the same conclusion. De Candolle says : ‘‘ The 
species has been found wild to the south of' the 
Caspian Sea, in Siberia, iu the desert of the 
Kirghiz, beyond Lake Baikal and in Dahuria .” 
He thinks that its area may have extended into 
China, but is not sure about the plant being 
indigenous to Persia, Bossier mentions it as quite 
wild in Persia, and it appears to be almost wild 
in the Western Himalayas and Kashmir. Observ¬ 
ations of these naturalists together with the 
description of hemp given by Herodotus, who tells 
us that the ancient Scythians were acquainted 
with the narcotic properties of the hemp plant 
as well as with its fibre, and that they excited 
themselveB by inhaling its vapour, would seem 
to fix the ancestral home of the plant somewhere 
in Central Asia. From thence the plant seems to 
have been introduced for its fibre and seed into 
the country occupied by the ancient Aryans to 
the north-west of the Punjab, where it became 
acclimatised at a comparatively remote date. 

vol. vii. 


I say it was first introduced for its fibre and seeds, 
because the grammarian Panini includes it under 
Dhanya, edible grains cultivated in fields (Pan. 
V. 2,4). The word used to designate it is bhanga. 
In his time the plant was similar to the Euro¬ 
pean variety on account of the mode of cultiva¬ 
tion and the nature of soil and climate. It would 
not be very difficult to understand how it could be 
so, when we consider that even to this day the 
Indian plant varies according to elimateandsoil in 
as marked a degree as it differs from the European, 
While on the Himalayas it yields a good fibre used 
by the hillmen for a coarse garment and for cord¬ 
age ; in Kashmir and Ladakh it secretes charas. 
Cultivated on the plains, the same plant yields 
ganja, and growing wild on the lower slopes of the 
Himalayas and other parts of Northern India it 
affords bhang. The ganja produced in different 
parts of India also differs considerably in its 
narcotic property, the proportion of the resin in it 
ranging from 1’5 to 14 per cent. This varying 
character of the plant renders the supposition 
more than probable that the bhanga of ancient 
literature represented the -.European variety of 
Cannabis saliva, aud thus accounts for its not 
being mentioned by ancient Sanskrit medical 
writers as a narcotic and for its being reckoned by 
Panini among edible grains. 

(5) Our conclusion is further corroborated by 
the fact that Huen Tsiaug, the Chinese traveller 
of the seventh century, in his description of the 
manners, customs, habits, food and drink, etc., 
of the people of India in those days, does not 
make the slightest allusion to the use of hemp 
narcotics among any portion of the population, 
although he refers to alcoholic drinks and some 
other beverages then in common use. We thus 
see that the statements made by various authors 
with regard to the antiquity of the use of hemp 
narcotics in India are incorrect. The date of 
introduction of these narcotics in India cannot, in 
my opinion, go back beyond the thirteenth century 
A. C. Even to this day these narcotics have not 
made their way to any great extent in Southern 
India, where charas is hardly known by name, 
bhang scarcely ever drunk, and ganja only smoked 
by a very insignificant portion of the population, 

41. Yes, it is very likely to be beneficial in 
the several ways indicated, although the term 
food may be objectionable to any form of the 
drug. 

[a) Bhang is used as a digestive and cooling 
beverage by the people of Northern India in 
the hot season, and, iu the form of powder as 
a digestive and stimulant in the cold season. 
In the hot season it counteracts the depressive 
and enervating effects of the parching heat of 
North-Western and Central Provinces and Ben¬ 
gal, and in the cold season it counteracts the 
effects of oold by stimulating the circulation and 
increasing nervous activity. It is used by baira- 
gis, gosavis and fakirs for purposes mentioned 
under (4) and (e), and also by labourers for those 
mentioned under (b). In all these cases the 
moderate habitual use of the drug is referred 
to. 

42. Whether beneficial or not, the moderate 
habitual use of any of these drugs must be harm¬ 
less, because a moderate dose is uot known to pro¬ 
duce any special deleterious action on any of the 
organs, all the bad effects which are seen among 
smokers of ganja or drinkers of bhang being 

2 o 
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generally traceable to an excessive indulgence in 
their habit. 

48. Yes, quite inoffensive. 

44. The effect of moderate use on a habitual 
consumer is refreshing and slightly intoxicating. 
It is said to increase hunger. The effect of smok¬ 
ing charas lasts about an hour or two, that of ganja 
smoking for two or three hours and that of drink¬ 
ing bhang lasts from six to twelve hours. The only 
after-effects are thirst and dulness of spirit. The 
want of subsequent gratification does produce a 
little longiDg and uneasiness, but not in the case 
of charas. 

45. (a) No. I have seen many moderate con¬ 
sumers of bhang and ganja in quite a good health, 
physical, mental, and moral. 

(i), (e), (d) and (e) No. 

(g) I do not think that sufficient consideration 
has been given to the fact under question, 

46. The habitual excessive use of any of these 
drugs does produce all the had effects indicated in 
the above queries. I have seen several cases of 
asthma and insanity produced by excess in ganja 
and a few cases of dyspepsia, dysentery and 
insanity by indulgence in bhang. Hemp insanity 
does not partake of any particular nature. I have 
seen melancholia, dementia, acute mania and some 
forms of monomania produced by ganja smoking. 

47. The habit is very likely to be hereditarily 
transmitted to children. 

48. Children of habitual immoderate consumers 
would be affected in various ways. But as I have 
no instances to quote, I can’t say anything further 
upon this point, 

49. Yes, all these are used for aphrodisiac pur¬ 
poses, but more especially the conserves of bhansr, as 
majuro, etc., are so used. Also by prostitutes. Thus 
used it is more injurious than as an ordinary 
narcotic, simply because it always leads to con¬ 
jugal excess and thus drains the system and is 
also a cause of impotence brought on by the 
excess. 

00. The same remarks apply to the excessive 
use with greater force. 

51. A certain number of bad characters are in 
this province habitual consumers of these drugs, 
but the proportion can’t be said to he large when 
compared with alcoholic stimulants. The moder¬ 
ate use of these drugs cannot be said to have any 
connection with crime of any sort. 

52. The same answer applies to the first part of 
the question. The excessive habitual use deranges 
the intellectual faculties, but I don’t think that the 
moral faculties are specially affected so as to 
excite to crime. 

53 As for the first part of the question, I don’t 
think so, but with regard to the second part, I 
have read a oase in Chever’s Medical Jurisprudence 
for India in which a man was convicted of having 
murdered another by strangling him while in a 
state of intoxication from the effects of bhang. 

54. Rarely. 

55. Yes, they generally administer majum or 
some other hemp confectionery for that purpose, 
Complete stupefaction can be iuduced by a large 
dose of the drug without admixture. 

56. Dhatura, *ux vomica, and opium are some¬ 
times added to bhang is majum and other sweet- 
mefcts in some parts of Northern India. The 


virulence of the preparation is greatly increased 
by dhatura and opium; the former is known to 
cause loss of speech in some cases. Nux vomica 
increases the aphrodisiac power of the drug. Used 
in excess, these admixtures lead to grave conse¬ 
quences, in some cases even proving fatal, 

57. I don’t know that charas is used internally 
in any part of India. The internal use of ganja 
in this province in the form of majum and other 
hemp sweetmeats and that of broken ganja as a 
substitute for bhang in the preparation of the 
beverage called “ ghota,” has been already fully 
dealt with under question 19. The use of the 
broken ganja for preparing the drink is most 
injurious, producing insanity, diarrhoea, dysentery 
and wasting of the body. It is desirable that 
Government should prohibit its internal use. 

58. I think it is working well. 

60. The present system does not require any 
modification. 

63 and 64. No. 

65. I think it is reasonable. 

66. The rates of taxation should be proportion¬ 
ate to the strength of the drug as ascertained by 
chemical analysis. 

67. No. 

68. There are such houses in this province. I 
think there is a tendency to immoderate consump¬ 
tion in these houses, and that they also serve to 
spread the vice by attracting new customers, and 
for these reasons they arc not desirable. 

69. The wishes of the people are not practically 
ascertained before a new shop is opened in any 
locality. I think local public opinion ought to he 
tlius ascertained. 

70. Iam not aware of any such facts. I don't 
think that there is any general use of untaxed 
drugs. 

Oral evidence. 

Question /.—I put in a letter No. 759, dated 
11th December 1893, from the Chairman of the 
Sarvajanik Sabha :—“ I have (he honour to here¬ 
with send to you the written statement of answers 
to the questinns framed by the Indian Hemp 
Drugs Commission by Dr. Ganesh Krishna Garde, 
L. M. & S., Medical Practitioner, Poona, who has 
been appointed by the Managing Committee of 
the Poona Sarvajanik Sabha to give evidence 
before the said Commission,” 

I alsoputin printed answers to the questions of 
the Commission. I understand my position to be 
that of a delegate to represent the society.. They 
have not formally accepted my views in detail. 
But they have selected me to represent them as a 
delegate, leaving on me the responsibility for 
details. I believe that my views are generally 
acceptable to the society. I base this belief on the 
fact of my selection as a delegate and also on the 
fact that my paper has been read by several mem¬ 
bers without any dissent. I am Licentiate of 
Medicine and Surgery of Bombay University. I 
took my degree in 1879, and have since practised 
in Poona in a private capacity. 

Question 2.—Khang properly so called is scarce¬ 
ly obtainable in the bazar on this side of the 
presidency. I have seen it, however. What is 
usually used as bhang here is broken ganja ot 
ckur. 

Question 21, —From information I have re* 
ceived from contractors, I think that both the 
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flat and round kinds of ganja are manufactured 
in this presidency. 

Question S3 .—I cannot mention the names of 
any of the books referred to ; but I remember the 
contradiction in Mr Hem Chandra Kerims report. 
He mentions the fact that some books speak of 
smoking bhang. 

Question 29 —1 do not regard tobacco as nar¬ 
cotic, The object of using it is to make the hemp 
drug milder. Dhatura increases tbe narcotic effect 
of the hemp drug, and nux vomica its aphrodisiac 
properties. It is with majum they are thus used 
for eating, not for smoking. 

Question 32 .—The use of bhang in a religious 
way is here confined to the Shivaratri day and to 
very few persons in this part of tbe country. This 
is confined to cities also. I think there are some 
towns, such as Dharwar, Bijapur, etc., where no 
one uses it, who belongs to this part of the coun¬ 
try. It is not a custom here. I cannot recollect 
any custom so general over India as the use of 
bhang at certain festivals which has not been 
prescribed in the Shastras. 1 know that among 
certain classes of Hindus (called Tantrikaulas 
and Shakktas) it is absolutely necessary to offer 
wine at pujae, and in the absence of wine, bhang 
must be given to the god. I have read the Sans¬ 
krit work “ Bijaikal ” which deals with hemp 
drugs. 1 think the Sakandra Puran has little 
authority. My statement only refers to the cus¬ 
toms of this province;and it is an accurate state¬ 
ment of what I believe these to be. 

Question 35 .—Speaking generally, I think that 
the effect of hemp drugs on the population is 
just as injurious as alcohol. Both are equally 
injurious. I think the same in regard to opium. 
I have not much experience of smoking opium ; 
and do not refer to this. Ganja is more potent 
in its effects than bhang. Perhaps bhang might 
be compared to opium eating; it is less injurious. 
Ganja smoking is perhaps more injurious than 
opium eating and equally injurious to opium 
smoking. This subject has attracted my atten¬ 
tion in my practice and as a general observer. I 
am not a member of any Temperance Society, or 
otherwise specially interested in such inquiries. 
The above views are not inconsistent with what I 
say in anewer 39; for here I refer to the true 
bhang, which is milder than ganja ; whereas in 
answer 391 deal with the same preparation and 
the same dose. I admit, however, that the 


analogy with the view I have heard that opium 
smoking is worse than eating would seem to 
show that smoking ganja would he more harmful 
than eating it. But I have really but little 
experience regarding opium smoking, as already 
said. 

Question 40 .—I understand that Cannabis 
sativa and Cannabis indica are the same. But 
here I am speaking of the Cannabis sativa as the 
European variety of Cannabis indica ; and I 
believe that this non-narcotic variety is what is 
referred to in the ancient books, Amarkosh'e 
Sanskrit work contains no reference to ganja; and 
I do not think there is evidence of the existence 
of this plant in India before the thirteenth cen¬ 
tury. 

Question 46 .—I have not kept any notes of 
cases of hemp drug insanity. I have formed a 
general impression from my cases of the connection 
between hemp drugs and insanity; but I am not 
prepared to give any particular ease in full detail. 

Question 68 .— I know nothing of the effects 
of closing tbe madak and ehandn shops. I know 
nothing myself in regard to ganja shops where 
the drug is smoked on the premises. There is 
one shop for bhang drinking recently opened in 
Poona. This is the only one I know out of Bom¬ 
bay. The shopkeeper is a Poona man. These 
shops increase the facility for consumption; and 
by drinking in company there is a kind of com¬ 
petition. 1 also think that the sentiment of the 
disreputability of the practice of using these drugs 
is shaken by these shops, as the people think 
that Government seems to sanction the consump¬ 
tion ; this would not be equally the result of the 
sanction of shops merely for tho sale. I think 
that the mere licensing of shops produces 
among the educated classes the impression that 
Government sanctions and approves tbe sale of 
the drug, but not to the same extent among tbe 
uneducated classes. They ought, however, to 
know that licensing shops really means restric¬ 
tion. 

Question 69 .—I know of no case in which a 
local representation has been made against a shop 
and has been disregarded. I think, however, that 
an expression of local opinion should be actually 
invited before a shop is opened. It shoald stand, 
in my private opinion, on the vote of the majority. 
If the majority are non-consumers, they should be 
able to [i re vent the opening of a shop. 


92. Evidence of J. Gerson da. Cijnha, Medical Practitioner, Esplanade, Bombay. 


1. Medical practice amongst all sections of the 
community for tbe last twenty-seven years, also 
study of the subject from both ancient and mod¬ 
ern authors. 

2, Yes. Bhang, charas, and ganja. 

19. Ganja is used for smoking. I have no ex¬ 
perience of charas. 

28. Not to my knowledge. 

28. I cannot tell. 

29. Ganja is mixed ordinarily with tobacco. 

Bhang’s infusion contains black pepper, anise, 
sugar, milk, cucumber and melon seeds ordinarily 
and exceptionally opium, the object being to make 
it more intoxicating and narcotic. 

Th6 bhang massala seems to me to be the same 
as majum, a confection made with hemp leaves to 
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be used as a sweetmeat. This is either eaten alone 
or added to tbe infusion ; but its composition varies 
in different parts of India, several intoxicating 
drugs being added to it. 

Dr. Garcia d’Orta, the earliest European observer 
of the effects of bhang in India, and who publish¬ 
ed his work in Goa in 1563, mentions maju as 
eaten by Sultan Bahadur of Gujrat. He also 
mentions green betel-nut, nutmeg and musk as 
ingredients of the infusion. 

30. I have seen tbe bhang and ganja consumed 
both in solitude and in company only among 
adults of both sexes. I am not aware of children 
consuming it. 

31. I believe so. Bht it is not difficult to 
break off. I do not think that there is a tenden¬ 
cy for the moderate habit to develop into tbe ex¬ 
cessive. 

2 c 2 
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32. I regret to say that I have no experience of 
any such customs, 

86. I believe alcohol is being substituted for 
the hemp drugs. The cause of tb9 substitution 
may be the facility in obtaining the former. I 
can give no proof. I have known the class of 
Gorawallas, who were once consumers of bhang, 
giving up the habit and drinking spirits instead. 

87. I have no experience of charas. 

39. I have said above that I have known the 
class of Gorawallas drinking bhang. I have also 
knowu them to smoke ganja, and I think smoking 
is less injurious than drinking. I cannot go 
further than this. 

40. I do not know. 

41. Yes ; in all four ways. 

42. Yes j I have known Brahihins, Marwaris> 
Gorawallas and the class of halaleores, called also 
bbangis from their habitual use of bhang, who 
use these drugs in moderation and are useful 
servants, are not worse than those who drink 
spirits habitually in moderation. 

44. I believe the immediate effect of the 
moderate use of these drugs on the habitual con¬ 
sumer to be refreshing, exhilarating, allaying 
hunger ana creating appetite. Their effect lasts 
about a couple of hours. There are no bad after¬ 


effects, nor does their want produce any uneasi¬ 
ness. I have known individuals who have given 
up the habit with great facility. 

45. I do not think so. 

46. Excessive habitual use of these drugs is 
always injurious. I have known persons impair¬ 
ing both their body and mind by the habitual 
excessive use of the drugs, 

47. I do not think so. 

48. I believe it affects the children of the exces-* 
sive consumers. 

49. Yes ; Garcia d'Orta also mentions it, but 
does not believe in its efficacy. It is a fake 
notion. I have heard of its producing impotence, 
but probably it was not the sole cause. 

60. I have heard that the excessive use produces 
impotence, but have not observed any typical case. 

56. I am sorry I cannot tell. 

57. I have mentioned that a conieotion of hemp 
ganja called majum is eaten, called by Garoia 
d’Orta tetuario de maju, or majum electuary. I 
also know of a native beer, called bhoj, used in the 
Deccan. It is brewed from jowari grain malted 
to which bhang is added. My experience is 
extremely limited in this case. Of charas I know 
nothing. 


93. Evidence of Edalji Nashirvanji, 

1. Observation in medical practice. 

19. Ganja and charas are mostly used for 
smoking. They are also used as medicine by 
vaids and hakims, and administered internally. 

23. Not to my knowledge. 

28. A moderate smoker smokes about 3 or 4 
grains of ganja twice a day; an excessive smoker 
about 10 grains. About 20 grains of ganja cost 
a quarter of an anna. 

A moderate consumer takes ubout 8 grains of 
bhang, an excessive consumer about double the 
weight. 

29. Ganja is often smoked mixed with tobacco. 
Bhang massala is said to contain bhang, almonds, 
pepper, rose petals, anise seeds, cardamoms, and 
poppy seeds. 

30. Only the male sex uses them. It is not 
usual for childern to consume any of these 
drugs. 

31. The habit is easily formed in company. 
Some people keep on the same quantity for a 
length of time. Others gradually increase the 
quantity. 

37. The effects of charas and ganja smoking 
are the same; perhaps a little different in 
degree. The effect of drinkiug bhang is at first 
n little stimulating. 

40. Bhang and ganja are used as medicine 


Ear8i, Medical Practitioner , Bombay, 

by native doctors. Bhang is given to cattle 
as medicine for diarrhoea. 

41. A person taking bhang or ganja takes 
and digests more food. The moderate use of 
these drugs is believed to strengthen and 
sustain nerve power and to alleviate fatigue. 
Bhaug is used by some vaids as a febrifuge 
combined with pepper. 

44. The immediate effect of the moderate use 
of these drugs is refreshing. It creates good 
appetite. The effect lasts for about an hour 
or two. The want of subsequent gratification 
always produces uneasiness and a longing 
for them in those who are habituated to use 
them. 

45. The habitual moderate use of ganja smok¬ 
ing tends to produce physical and mental debility. 
It does not seem to produce any depravity of 
moral character. Bhang and ganja do not 
injure digestion, nor do they cause loss of ap¬ 
petite? They do not cause dysentery, bronchitis, 
or asthma, but, on the contrary, do good to these 
diseases. They do produce laziness to a certain 
extent and deaden the intellect. I have not seen' 
them produce insanity. Their habitual use often 
produces night blindness. 

47. There seems to be no hereditary tendency in 
the use of these drugs. 

49. Bhang is used as an aphrodisiac, and 
forms a constituent of what i6 called majum. 


Medical Practitioner, Bombay and Poona, 


94. Evidence of Dr. I. C. Lisboa, Private 

23. In ono of the cases reported on a separate 
paper, * bhang was used for smoking and in the 
form of tincture. 

58, Not ascertained. 


29, Dhatura in small doses is frequently used 
to cause exhilaration. Opium is also administered 
in small quantities. Don’t know anything about 
nux vomica and cantharides. Betel-nut is £re- 


* Not rweived. 
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quently used, but not mixed with hemp drug. It 
causes also the exhilaration. 

SO. The two cases mentioned occurred in the 
males only. 

81. From the limited observations it is not 
difficult to break the habit off. 

39. The two cases referred iu another place 
tend to show that gnnja and bhang have a distinct 
weakening'effect upon the mind or a teudeucy 
towards producing insanity. This is the opinion 
of many natives. 


41, (a) Some people say that it excites 
appetite. 

(A) and (c) No, so far a6 my enquiries and 
observations go. 

42. It appears from enquiries that moderate 
use of hemp drug leads in time to immoderate 
use. The young men, finding that the moderate 
use causes sexual excitement, increase the dose. 

53. I have already stated why the admixture 
of opium and dhatura is given. 


95. Evidence of Bhalchandra Krishna Bhatavadekar, Brahmin , Medical Brae• 

titioner, Bombay . 


1. During the twenty years of my professional 
experience in Bombay and out of Bombay I have 
had opportunities of gathering information on 
this subject from books and from my contact with 
people of various shades of life, such as those who 
use these intoxicants either occasionally or habi¬ 
tually. 

2. I believe these definitions may be accepted 
for this province. They are locally known 
thus:—(I) Bhang, sabji, siddhi, shambhari and 
patti; (2) ebaras j (3) ganja. 

3. It grows spontaneously in the Deccan, such 
as Pooua, Satara, Ahmeduagar, Dbawad in Khan- 
desh; such as N usseerabad in the Konkan; as 
Panwel; and in the Gujarat, such as Surat, 
Ahmedabad and Baroda. 

4. The names given above in answer No. 2. 

7. The hemp plant is cultivated for the produc¬ 
tion of (a) ganja, and for the production of (A) 
bbang in Ahmednagar, Satara, Sholapur and 
Pooua, and to a certain extent in Surat. 

10. So far as I am aware, there is no special 
class of such cultivators. They belong to the 
agricultural class. 

14. (a) Ganja is largely prepared in the Shola¬ 
pur, Poona, Satara and N usseerabad. 

(c) Bhang is prepared in Ahmednagar, Shola¬ 
pur, Poona and Surat. 

18. All these tbroe drugs deteriorate by keeping. 
Iu the course of one year they lose nearly half 
their power, and in tbc course of about four years 
they deteriorate completely. These drugs contain 
a resin and a volatile oil, which are their active 
narcotic constituents. The resin gets inert by 
exposure, and the volatile oil evaporates. I believe 
these are the causes of deterioration. 

19. So far as I am aware, these two drugs are 
generally used for smoking ; ganja is, however, 
used occasionally for medicinal purposes by the 
vaidyas and hakims ; charas I believe is less fre¬ 
quently used in these parts of the country. 

20. Ganja and charas are used for smoking by 
the mendicant gosains and fakirs in the great 
majority of cases. I believe, these people smoke 
these drugs very considerably, almost to 75 per 
cent. The lower classes of society, such as people 
depraved in habits, both of the Hindus and Mu¬ 
hammadan community, also smoke these drugs 
to about 10 to 15 per cent. 

21. The variety of flat ganja is generally used. 

23. I am not aware of bhang being ever used 
for smoking. 

24. Nearly all classes of people use bhang for 
(A) drinking purposes, and I believe the percent¬ 


age is over 50 for all classes ; for [a) eating, the 
proportion seems to be comparatively small. I 
think it is not more than 2 per cent. 

26. (a) Habitual moderate consumers of bhang 
about 50 per cent; of ganja, 20 per cent. 

(A) Of bhang, | about 20 per cent., of ganja, 5 
per cent. 

(c) Of bhang about 65 percent., of ganja about 
25 per cent, 

(rf) Of bhang, about 20 to 30 per cent., and of 
ganja 5 per cent. 

27. The religious mendicant class of gosains 
and fakirs. Freedom from anxiety and domestic 
care, as well as company of gangs of these people. 

28. The average allowance of ganja to (a) 
habitual moderate consumer is half a tola per 
diem, costing one anna, while that for (A) habitual 
excessive consumer is from 2 to 4 annas. Iu the 
case of bhang it is from 1 to 4 annas in the case 
of (a), and 2 to 6 annas in the case of (A). 

29. Habitual drinkers of bhang ordinarily mix 
black pepper, dry rose buds and anise seeds. 
Occasional drinkers of bhang use (A) exceptionally 
almonds, black pepper, dry rose buds, anise seeds, 
sugareandy, cardamoms and saffron, aud milk, 
aud some add cucumber and water-melon seeds. 

Habitual smokers of ganja use tobacco, ami 
occasional smokers use dhatura seed. The object 
of these admixtures is in some cases to enhance 
their value as narcotics, and some with object of 
making them pleasant and cooling drink. 

30. I believe it is practised in solitude to about. 
25 per cent., and iu company to about 50 per cent. 
It is not strictly confined to the male sex. No 
fixed age or time of life can be fixed. Lower clas 
children to a small extent use these drugs. 

31. The habit of consuming any of these drugs 
is easily formed, and it is not very difficult to 
break off. In ihe case of ganja smoking there i ■ 
a tendency for tbo moderate habit to develop into 
the excessive. 

82. Among the Deshastha Brahmins and Nagar 
Brahmins and Gujarathis generally ou marring.- 
occasions it is customary to use bbang iu bhujia ; 
aud in milk. Also on Sbivaratri day it is custom¬ 
ary for nearly all classes of people (Hindus) t-> 
drink bhang. The use is not regarded essential. 
It is generally temperate. This isnot likely to lead 
to the formation of the habit or otherwise inj mi - 
ous, barring temporary effects. 

33. The habit is generally regarded with <b •- 
favour, the person using them habitually is .gem - 
rally regarded by society as non-reliable, bu( . 
uot excommunicated or looked on with great con- 
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tempt. Both social and religious publio opinion 
is against the use of these drugs, especially the 
sect of the Swami Narayen Pantha iu Gujarat 
and Kathiwad. The ganja smoker is particularly 
looked upon with indifference. 

84. I am strongly of opinion that it will be a 
serious privation to deprive the habitual consumers 
of the drugs, because it is a necessary of life with 
many and a luxury with others, which would 
ultimately lead to discontent. 

35. 1 don't believe it will be feasible to prohibit 
the use of any or all of these drugs. It will be 
consumed illicitly. The prohibition will,. I 
believe, cause serious discontent amongst the 
consumers which may spread amongst the other 
class and may lead to undesirable results. The 
prohibition may lead to the use of alcoholic 
stimulant or to the use of opium, at least in the 
case of some of those who have no religious 
scruples, it would be impolitic to restrict the 
use. 

36. 1 believe alcohol is now to a large extent 
being substituted for these drugs, especially bhang. 
I am not able to produce any proof in support of 
the statement. It is only my belief. 

87. Charas is not so much in vogue as ganja in 
these parts; still some persons use it, and from 
observations it is known that the effects of charas 
smoking are to a certain extent different to those 
of ganja smoking. Ganja produces for a time a 
refreshing or exhilarating effect, and then drow¬ 
siness, while charas product drowsiness immediate¬ 
ly and then insensibility. There is also a 
marked difference in the duration of the effect ; 
that for charas lasts for several hours, while that 
for ganja is not much prolonged. 

39. I don’t believe the smoking of these drugs 
is less injurious j perhaps it is more injurious than 
the drinking. ,My reason for holding this opinion 
is that the smokiog process is more rapid by the 
absorption of the narcotic principles of the drugs, 
and the poison is at once and directly brought 
into contact with the lungs, the blood and the 
nervous system ; while the drinking process affects 
the system through digestive organs. 

40. Bhang and ganja are often prescribed by 
tbe vaidyas and hakims in fevers, dysentery, 
diarrhoea, sleeplessness and impotence, and as 
aphrodisiacs very commonly. 

41. I believe tbe moderate use of bhang is to a 
certain extent beneficial, as (a) a digestive, (6) an 
exhilaraut to alleviate fatigue and over-exertion, 
(e) a prophylactio to a very small extent against 
malaria, and ( d) adjunct to concentration of the 
mind and contemplation. I believe this use of 
the drug is to be found amongst the higher, 
middle and lower classes to the extent of about 
6 to 10 per cent. I refer to the moderate habitual 
use of the drug. I don't include ganja and 
charas in the above remarks, for 1 consider their 
moderate habitual use not only not beneficial, but 
positively harmful. 

43. 1 believe moderate consumers of bhang 
are generally inoffensive to their neighbours. 

44. I am of opinion that the immediate effect 
of the moderate use of these drugs on the habitual 
consumer is to cause a refreshing or exhilarating 
sensation, followed by intoxication, not in the 
sense caused by alcoholic stimulants. I believe 


these drugs in moderate doses produce appetite,, 
in some cases even ravenous appetite. The effect 
in the majority of cases lasts from 3 to 4 hours, 
sometimes 6 hours. Tbe after-effects. are those 
of exhaustion of the nervous system, lassitude, 
inability to work, and 1 am inclined to believe 
the want of subsequent gratification produces 
longing and uneasiness. 

45. I have not met with any cases in which the 
habitual moderate use of bhang has produced any 
noxious effect, either physical, mental or moral. 
But 1 believe the habitual moderate use of ganja 
and ehara6 does produce some noxious effect, 
physically, mentally and morally. I am inclined 
to believe that the habitual moderate use of the 
latter two drugs impairs the constitution, generally 
injures thedigestion, causes laziness and indolence ; 
but I have not known of cases where it led to 
immorality or debauchery. It to a certain extent 
deadens the intellect,- but I don’t believe it leads 
to insanity, at least of a permanent nature. It 
may perhaps lead to temporary aberration for the 
time being. 

46. The habitual excessive use of all these three 
drugs is in my opinion very injurious. It causes 
the face to become bloated, the eyes injected, and 
the limbs weak and tremulous ; the mind grows 
imbecile and ultimately death by marasmus closes 
the scene. I have known several typical cases, 
of this sort. Of them some three or four cases were 
of mania due to excessive use of ganja, due to bad 
company. If I remember right, I believe there 
was no mental anxiety or brain disease to obtain 
relief by these drugs. 

47. Iam not aware of tbe hereditary nature of 
the moderate habitual use of the drugs. 

49. I believe the moderate use of the drugs is 
practised as an aphrodisiac. I am not aware of 
their use by prostitutes. The moderate use of any 
of tbe hemp drugs does not, so far as I am aware, 
produce any impotence. 

50. The excessive use of these drugs does tend 
to produce impotence. 

53. I believe the excessive indulgence in any 
of these drugs bads to unpremeditated crime. I 
have heard of cases, but I have not come across 
any. 

54. I have beard of their being used for this 
purpose, such as running amuck, but 1 have not 
seen any case. 

55. I have not come across any cases. Dr. 
Lyon, late Professor of Medical Jurisprudence and 
Toxicology in the Grant Medical College and 
Government Chemical Analyser to the Govern¬ 
ment of Bombay, says : “ In India Cannabis ap¬ 
pears to be seldom, if ever, used for homicidal 
purposes.” Dr. Norman Chevers, however, men¬ 
tions a case which occurred in Ahmcdnagar in 
which a woman having first drugged with majum 
a , child aged 7 afterwards murdered her for 
ornaments. 

62. I am of opinion that there is no neoessity 
of controlling the cultivation. I believe it would 
produce discontent, 

67. I believe that the present method of 
taxation of ganja and bhang is objectionable, 
inasmuch as tbe ultimate incident of the tax falls- 
rather heavily on the poor mendicant classes. 
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96. Evidence of Ismail Jan Hohomed, Khoja , Physician , Bombay. 


1, During my practice of eight years I have 
come across several patients using the drug in one 
form or the other. 

2. Charas is also known as hhongu3 ras (Guz- 
rati), and bhang itself is called thandai in Urdu. 

4. Arabic—Nabtula—kinnoba and hashaisha is 
the substance prepared from it. It is called 
mafuen by Chinese. 

15. Bhang or ganja is mixed with tobacco and 
chewed also; from bhang a preparation is made 
called majum. A cooling drink is prepared from 
bhang called thandai, and charas is used for 
smoking. 

16. Bhang is not generally prepared in the 
house. 

17. Marwaris, Purbhoyas, and native singers 
called ustads. 

] 9. Local application, a sedative also. 

20, Very small proportion of the population 
use the drug, generally the fakir and gosain 
people use it, and occasionally young men of good 
class who come in contact with above class are 
induced to use the drug. 

24. Marwaris and Bhayas and the native 
singers. About 2 per cent, of them. 

25. It is on the increase, as I have seen a num¬ 
ber of cases of young men of late. 

26. As to bhang only— 

(а) One per cent. 

(б) Very few. 

(c) A larger proportion than the above, 

27. Bhang is generally used by these people to 
produce a pleasant intoxication and stimulation of 
the brain; some business men use it very mod¬ 
erately. Others use it for its aphrodisiac effects, 
and its supposed effect in preventing an early dis¬ 
charge of semen; but it is generally used by people 
who have no occupation, but who spend their 
Jives as fakirs or sadhus or vagrants. 

28. (a) Two pice. 

( 4 ) Four annas or more. 

29. Dhatura is used very exceptionally to pro¬ 
duce more narcotic effects; tabasier or vansiochar 
is used, and miri gulab kali, khaskhas and 
the fine cucurbitoca seeds and almond and carda¬ 
moms are used. 

80. Ganja and bhang are generally used in 
company, but it is only used in solitude, if one 
wants to avoid detection. Children soon get into 
the habit of taking bhang, if they only use it for 
a few times. 

31. Habit is easily formed. It is difficult to 
break off ; there is a tendency to develop into 
excessive habit. 

82. During Holi festival the Marwaris visit 
each other’s shops in great crowds, and they are 
giving bhang and bhajias. Some of them take 
bhang from every place that they visit. I have 
heard that during the marriage ceremony among 
Bhias they prepare bhang. 

83. Those who use the drugs immoderately are 
not respected in society, but even those people 
•who are in the habit of taking moderately are 
shunned by those who do not use it. 


84. No; it would be great blessing to prevent 
its free use. 

35. (a) Yes. 

(6) Rarely. 

(c) By enhancing the duty on it. Prohibition 
may for a time be followed by the use of other 
drugs. 

36. I don’t think that people who use ganja 
would be satisfied by the use of alcohol instead, as 
the pleasure is quite different, but there is more 
facility in getting alcohol for a little more price, 
so there is a likelihood of the habit being changed 
from ganja to alcohol. 

37. The effects of charas are more narcotic. 

89. Smoking ganja is very injurious, as I have 
had a number of cases in my practice; atrophy of 
the whole body is set in after prolonged use of 
ganja smoking. 

40. Bhang is used by native doctors to give 
appetite, also in diarrhoea and gonorrhoea, also as 
a fumigation in curing piles. 

41. The effects are very deceptive, for the first 
few days it acts as a digestive, and produces a 
sensation of warmth, but ultimately it is harmful. 

42. I think even the moderate use of it for a 
long time is harmful. 

43. They are inoffensive, inasmuch as they are 
not violent, 

44. Bhang,-— It produces a pleasant narcotic 
sensation, gives appetite first, but afterwards 
allays hunger. The mind becomes deranged after 
a long use, more so after the use of ganja, and the 
sexual powers are totally diminished or lost after 
ganja smoking. It does produce a longing. 

45. After ganja—Yes, body wastes, mental 
faculties become confused, and the moral sense 
becomes below par. Yes; many cases of chronic 
diarrhoea and dysentery, as well as chronic bron¬ 
chitis and asthma, are seen in those ftho use ganja. 
It does produce laziness, and excessive use does 
produce temporary insanity. I think ganja- 
smoking produces insanity peculiar to it, as well 
as I believe insane persons are likely to take up 
the use of the drug. I know of two cases in 
which persons with no hereditary history of in¬ 
sanity became insaaes after prolonged use of 
ganja. 

47. I believe it is hereditary in some cases. 

49. Bhang, majum and subji are used as aphro¬ 
disiacs. I think it is more injurious than when 
used as narcotic, because it leads to excessive 
sexual indulgences, premature decay and death. 
Ganja produces impotence. 

51. There is a small proportion of bad characters 
who use ( ganja. The use of ganja has some con¬ 
nection with crime in general, 

53. After excessive use of bhang, I have seen 
one case. 

55. If bhang is taken in large quantity, com¬ 
plete stupefaotion ensues, but as a rule admixture 
is necessary, 

50. I have heard of dhatura being mixed with 
ganja, but how it is made serviceable for criminal 

] purposes I cannot say. 
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97. Evidence of Ardesir Dadabhoy Mody, Farsi, J.P., Member, Municipal 
Corporation, Medical Practitioner, Bombay. 


1. My practice is among the natives of Bombay, j 
and especially among the Parsis. 

(My evidence is as regards the Parsis of 
Bombay only.) 1 

2. Bhang, charas, ganja. I 

20. The Parsis as a rule do not smoke. I do i 

not know of any Parsi who smokes ganja or 
charas. 

i 

23. Generally bhang is not used for smoking. j 

26. A very few Parsis used bhang occationally \ 
in a very small dose made up into a sweet drink 
with milk, sugar, almonds, &c.; but that practice 
is much on the decrease. 

29. Dhatura was never used by the Parsis to j 

make up the bhang drink j 

30. The bhang drink was used in company, and ! 
it was only by the male sex. Never given by the j 
Parsis to children. 

31. By taking bhang drink occasionally and in 
very small doses, no habit is formed. 

82. There is no social or religious custom 
among the Parsis in which bhang is consumed. 


38. The public opinion amongst the Parsis ie 
very much against the use of bhang. 

84. It would not be any privation to the Parsis 
to forego the consumption of the drug. 

43. Occasional moderate consumers are inoffen¬ 
sive to their neighbours. 

44. It produces intoxication. It does not allay 
hunger, except taken with milk, etc. The after¬ 
effects are laziness and inaptitude for work, and 
want of sleep and appetite. The want of subse¬ 
quent gratification produces longing and uneasi¬ 
ness. 

45. (6) aud (c) Yes. 

{(1) It causes dysentery aud other derangc- 
monts of tho bowels. 

( e ) It induces laziness. 

(/) It deadens the intellect and produces 
insanity, as imbecility, which has a tendency to 
be permanent. 

47. Not hereditary. The children are weak. 

49. The use of hemp tends to produce impot¬ 
ence. 


98. Evidence of Uttamram Jeewanram, Itchapooria, Audesh, Brahmin, Native 

Doctor ( Vaidya), Bombay and Surat . 


1. My experience obtained as a vaidya. 

2. The definitions of Dr. Prain may be ac¬ 
cepted. Round ganja I have never seen. I j 
know broken ganja as “ garda,” and broken bhang 
as " bhuki.” 

Ganja is known to me by the names of ganja 
and mala. Charas is known as charas. Bhang is 
known as vijaya, subji, maya, lillaghur, dyanvalli, 
and patti. 

7. There is cultivation of the hemp plant in the 
Surat district, which is my home, (a) for ganja, 
(c) for bhnng, (d) for seeds. 

At Bhatta, a village in the Surat district. I 
know also that the hemp plant is cultivated for 
bhang at Diva and Devi villages, near Anklesh- 
war in the Broach district. 

9. The seeds are sown in the months of S lira wan 
and Bhaderwa. They are sown like jowari. 
The plant is ready in six or seven months after 
the sowing of the seed. The plauts are not irri¬ 
gated. 

10. No special class eultivates the hemp plant 
for narcotics in ray district. 

14. (a) Ganja is prepared and (c) bhang is pre¬ 
pared in Bhatta iu the Surat district, and Dewa 
and Devi in the Broach district. 

17. Kolis and Kunbis. 

18. Ganja and bbang deteriorate by keeping. 
They lose some of their narcotic properties. In 
time they quito lose their narcotic effects. Ganja 
will keop good for about two years, and bhang for 
one year, with ordinary care. I attribute deteri¬ 
oration to the absorption of moisture from the at¬ 
mosphere. 

19. Gau ja and charas are only used for smoking* 


I do not know whether cither is used for any 
other purpose. 

20. Ganja is Binoked by Brahmins, Wanis, 
Kunbis, Ghanohis, and sadbus. It is also smoked 
by Muhammadans and fakirs. Some of the 
Burmese staying at present at Rander also smoke 
ganja. Charas is mostly smoked by Muhammad- 
uns, fakirs, and few sadhus and Kunbis; 

21. Round ganja is not obtainable here. Flat 
| ganja is used here for smoking, 

22. I have no personal knowledge of charas, 
and I cannot say whether the charas used in 
Bombay is native or foreign. In the Surat 
district charas is very little used. 

23. Bhang is nevei UBed! for smoking. It ig^ 
however, used as medicine, for vapour purposes in 
piles, aud in the case of irritation of rectum and 
vagina. 

24. Bhang is chiefly used for drinking. It is 
very rarely eaten. Hindus of almost all classes and 
Muhammadans drink bhang. Bbang is commonly 
used in Central Provinces, Guzarat, Marwar, 
Gokul, Mathura. 

25. I think the use of ganja, bhang, and charas 
is on the decreaso in the Surat zilla. I do not 
know whether the use of these drugs is on the 
increase or decrease in other provinces. I attribute 
the decrease in the consumption of these drugs 
here to two causes, firstly, the spread of education, 
aDd secondly, the want of company. 

28. I am not in a position to answer this question. 

29. GaDja is ordinarily smoked with or without 
tobacco. I have seen one man preparing cigarette 
of ganja and putting in it little opium and saffron. 
In bhang ordinarily pepper is mixed, and exception¬ 
ally cardamoms, rose buds, anise, poppy seeds. 
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saffron, mast, almond, pista, charoli, sugar, and 
milk, I know sometimes shaloojowari roots (the 
roots oi jowari cultivated in the cold season) are 
mixed with bhang to increase its narcotic effect; 
and in ganja, dhatura seeds are sometimes added 
to increase its narcotic effect. 

I know that a preparation, known as bhang mas- 
sala, is sold in the market, the ingredients of 
which are almost the same, which are exceptionally 
used in preparing bhaDg drink. 

80. The consumption of these drugs is practised 
in solitude as well as in company. The use of 
these drugs is mainly confined to the male sex. 
Few of the women of sadhus and bawas use ganja. 
It is generally practised after 16 years of age. In 
childhood it is not practised. It is not usual for 
children to consume any of these drugs. The 
jewellers give bhang, when specially prepared, to 
their children and women. In Navasari and in 
other parts of Gujarat and Central Provinces 
women on seldom occasions drink bhang. 

81. The habit of consuming these drugs is 
easily formed. If the habit is of a long standing 
the man finds it difficult to break it off. The 
moderate habit is generally developed into exces¬ 
sive one. 

82. There is no custom, social or religious, when 
the use of these drugs is essential. 

38. The use of these drugs is in disrepute. 
The hemp plant is not worshipped by any people. 

84. There will be no serious privation to the 
consumers to forego the use of these drugs. 

85. It is feasible to prohibit the use of these 
drugs. Consumers would for some time use the 
drugs illioitly. No doubt the consumers would 
be discontented, but such discontent will not 
amount to a political danger. Those who do not 
drink alcohol will not take to it, but will try to 
break off the habit. 

86. I do not think that aloohol is substituted 
for these drugs to any extent. 

37. The effect of oharas is to stupefy the con¬ 
sumer, Ganja excites the man, 

38. I do not know round ganja. The narcotic 
effect of flat ganja is stronger than that of chur 
or broken ganja. 

39. The smoking of ganja and charas is less in¬ 
jurious than drinking and eating the same. 

40. I used bhang in pains, rheumatism, fever> 
loss of appetite, restlessness, burning symptoms in 
phthisis, dysentery, aoute and chronic diarrhoea, 
cramps, hysteria, headache, tetanus, muscular rheu¬ 
matism, brain fever, and haemorrhage. Ganja is 
\ised in cases of loss of appetite, loss of sleep, and 
colio, and sometimes as a stimulant. I do not use 
charas. Bhang is prescribed along with other 
native medicines in different forms of the above 
diseases, 

41. The moderate use of ganja and bhang is 
beneficial. Bhang is a food accessory. Ganja 
taken on empty stomach injures the constitution, 
but if taken after food, it is digestive and refresh¬ 
ing in exertion and fatigue. Ganja and bhang 
are used in malarious tracts to prevent the malari¬ 
ous attacks. I have experienced that the consumers 
of bhang and ganja very rarely suffer from malari¬ 
ous fever. Ganja has a special property of giving 
tone to liver. It is the occasional moderate use. 


42. The moderate use of ganja and bhang is 

beneficial. 

43. The moderate consumers of ganja and 
bhang are not offensive to their neighbours. 

44. The immediate effects of the moderate use 
of ganja and bhang on the habitual consumer are 
refreshing and produce little intoxication. In 
some cases it creates appetite and in some eases it 
does not create appetite. At times man gets vomit. 
The effect lasts for about seven hours. The after¬ 
effects ard dulness and dryness of the mouth, and 
the want of subsequent gratification is produced. 

45. The habitual moderate use of ganja and 
bhang does not produce any noxious effects, physi¬ 
cal, mental, or moral; does not injure the constitu¬ 
tion. Ganja after long time, and if no nutritious 
food is taken, would produce brouchitis and 
asthma, and weaken the teeth. The moderato use 
does not deaden the intellect. 

46. I cannot positively say that excessive use 
of ganja and bhang injures the man, physically, 
meutally, and morally- It depends on the man’s 
constitution. I have seen several excessive con¬ 
sumers in good health, and I have aiso seen men 
using these drugs occasionally have turned mad. 

47. The habitual moderate use of any of these 
drugs does not appear to be a hereditary habit, or 
to affect in any way the children of the moderate 
consumer. 

48. The excessive use even does not affect the 
children of the consumers, 

49. Bhang is used in moderation as an aphrodi¬ 
siac, When it is used for the said purpose it is 
more injurious than its use as an ordinary narcotic. 
Bhang, for the above purpose, is administered 
along with other ingredients. There is one trea¬ 
tise called Wajikarana which treats of preserving 
potency, and in which the use of bhang has been 
mentioned as an aphrodisiac. 

50. Bhang is not used in excess as an aphro¬ 
disiac. 

51. I know the large proportion of bad charac¬ 
ters use these drugB more or less, but I do not 
think that there is any connection with crime in 
general, or with crime of any special character. 

53. I do not know of any case where a criminal 
has committed unpremeditated crime after the use 
of ganja or bhang, 

54. There is no such property in ganja and 
bhang as to shake the timidity and to nerve the 
person to commit a premeditated act of violence or 
other crime. 

55. I do not know of any ease in which crimin¬ 
als, in order to further their designs, have induced 
their victims to partake of any of these drugs and 
so stupefy them. Complete stupefaction is not 
produced by these drugs without admixture. 

56. The effects of ganja are modified by adding 
tobacco, and that of bhang are modified by diluting 
it with water. Dhatura seeds are mixed with 
ganja and shaloo jowari roots with bhang to in¬ 
crease their narcotic property. 

57. The effects of eating and drinking ganja 
and charas are not in any way different from those 
of smoking. 

58 to 70. These questions deal with admini¬ 
stration, taxation and oontrol; and as I am ignor- 
aut of the present system of administration, I am not 
in a position to make any suggestion on that head. 
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99. Evidence of Keshowram II a rid at, Chapooria, Audesh Brahmin , 
Native Doctor ( Vttidya ), Rander, Surat and Bombay. 


1. My answers rogarding the matters con¬ 
nected with hemp drags are framed from tlie study 
of the medical books, from experience gained in 
the medical practice, and from the information 
obtained from the persons who use those drugs. 

2. The definitions of Dr. Prain are correct, and 
may be accepted. I know bhang by the names of 
bhangro, vijaya, dyanvali, shankar priya, thundai, 
and patti. I know ganja by the name of shigra 
bodha. Charas is pronounced here as cbadas. 

8. The homp plant does not grow spontaneously. 
The plant is required to be cultivated. 

The hemp plant- is generally known by the 
name of bhang tree. Some of the bhang trees get 
flowers; these trees are called bhangro. These trees 
are pulled out from the field, as the existence of 
these trees spoils other plants. This flowering 
plant is male plant. 

6. The growth of the wild hemp plant is scat¬ 
tered. Ganja prepared from the wild plant is 
known by the name of gurakh ganja. 

7. Formerly there was cultivation of hemp 
plant in Bkattu and Kawaa villages of the Surat 
district. At present there is no cultivation of 
hemp plant in those villages. These plants were 
cultivated for production of bhang only. Ganja 
and charas were not prepared. 

8. I do not know anything about this ques¬ 
tion. 

9. In May and June the land is ploughed, and 
at tho beginning of the monsoon the seeds are 
sown, like jowari. After ten or twelve days after 
sowing, the plant comes out. After about one 
month the male plants begin to flower, when they 
are distinguished and pulled out ; searching for 
the male plant lasts about three months. The plant 
is ready in six or seven months after the sowing 
of the seed. Then the plants are cut and dashed. 
The droppings then are cleaned and collected, 
which is then called bhang. 

10. There is no special class of cultivators of 
the hemp plant for its narcotic properties. The 
ordiuary cultivators who know the art cultivate 
hemp plant in the land fit for its cultivation. 

11. The seed of the wild hemp is not used for 
cultivating the plant for the production of ganja. 

15. I do not know whether different methods 
are adopted for preparing ganja, bhang, and 
charas from (a) the cultivated ( b ) and the wild 
plant for (A) smoking, (B) eating, and (C) drink¬ 
ing. 

16. Hemp plant does not grow in the com¬ 
pounds of houses, and if at all auy plant grows, 
bhang of that plant, if prepared, is not fit for 
drinking. Bhang cannot be prepared from the 
plant wherevor grown. Ganja and charas are not 
prepared from the wild plant wherever grown. 

17. It is not prepared by all the cultivators, 
but those only who know the art prepare it. 

18. Ganja and bhang deteriorate by keeping, 
and after one or two years they lose their narcotic 
effect and become quite useless. Ganja and bhang 
will keep good for two years, if stored air-tight, 
in a hot place. After two years, although kept in 
the above manner, they deteriorate. 

The causes of deterioration—(1) keeping for a 
long time, (2) absorption of moisture from the 


atmosphere, (S) insects germinating inside, 
w exposure. 

19. Ganja and charas are used only for smok¬ 
ing. Ganja is used in medicine, when it is made 
into pills, powders, tinoturos, etc. 

20. Swami Nnrayan's followers and Parsis ex¬ 
cepted, almost all classes make use of ganja and 
charas, Ganja is used by the low classes of 
Muhammadans, fakirs, sadhus, kolis, kunbis, 
banias, and Brahmins. Charas is used by sadhus 
and fakirs, who as a necessity require some strong 
narcotic. 

21. Generally flat ganja is preferred. 

23. Bhang is never used for smoking. It is 
used for giving vapour in piles as medicine. 

24. In Surat district the greater proportion of 
the people use bhang for drinking. 

25. The use of ganja, bhang, and charas is on 
the decrease. 1 attribute this to the spread of 
education and care of honour. 

28. The habitual moderate consumer requires 
about half to one tola of ganja, the cost of which 
is about quarter anna to half anna, bhang about 
two to five tolas, the cost of which i6 about half to 
ono anna. 

The excessive consumer requires about quarter to 
half a seer of ganja, and about half seer of bhang, 
the cost of which is four annas and three annas 
respectively. 

29. In ganja ordinarily tobacco is mixed, and 
exceptionally amar, musk, cardamoms, etc., are 
added. In bhaug ordinarily pepper is mixed, and 
exceptionally cardamoms, anise, rose bnds, kusani, 
sugar, milk, choroli, pista, almond, poppy seeds, 
and other BOrts of seeds. I know that gandhis sell 
abovo-naraed ingredients as bhang massala, 

80. The use of these drugs is practised in 
solitude, but chiefly it is practised in company. 
The use ia mainly confined to the male sex, 
although few of the women on seldom occasion 
partake bhang. There is no fixed time of life 
wheu it should be practised ; it is taken at any 
time of life. The indulging parents sometimes 
give bhang to their children, who thereby acquire 
habit. . Jewellers give bhang to their children 
when they are five or six years old. 

81. Tho habit of using these drugs is easily 
formed by using the drugs frequently. If the 
consumer wishes, he can break off the habit 
gradually. The moderate use is developed into 
excessive one, 

82. There is no social or religious custom when 
tho uso of ganja or bhang is necessary. 

83. The' consumption of ganja, bhang and 
charas is considered by the people as disrespectable. 
I do not know whether the hemp plant is wor¬ 
shipped on any occasion by any sect of the people, 

84. Sudden 'prohibition will be considered by 
the consumers as a serious privation, but gradually 
the habit can be broken off. 

85. If the use of ganja, bhang and charas is. 
prohibited, the consumers will use them illicitly. 
The prohibition can only be enforced by passing 
an Act. The sudden prohibition would cause 
discontent among consumers, though such dis¬ 
content would not amount to political danger. 
The consumers who have no objection for other 
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narcotic will take to alcohol, and those who oould 
not take alcohol will leave the habit gradually. 

87. The narcotic effects of charas are more than 
those of ganja. Charas is two or three times 
stronger than ganja. 

38. Flat ganja has more narcotic effect in it 
than round ganja, and broken ganja has less nar¬ 
cotic effect in it than round ganja. 

39. The smoking of ganja is less injurious than 
eating and drinking. 

40. I use ganja and bhang on account of their 
medicinal qualities. Ganja is prescribed in colic 
pains and as sleeping draught. Bhang is prescrib¬ 
ed in venereal diseases and for passing urine, and 
in dysentery. 

41. Ganja one-fourth of a tola, bhang one tola, 
and charas half wal, if taken, are beneficial as a 
food accessory, l'he use in such doses increases 
the strength, gives staying-power under severe 
exertion or exposure, and alleviates fatigue, and 
refreshes the consumer. In malarious and un¬ 
healthy tracts use of ganja protects the man from 
malarious attacks. The use of these drugs should 
only be practised for the above purposes, and 
should not be indulged in. 

42. Ganja and bhang, though not beneficial, 
are not harmful to those who use them moderately. 

43. The moderate consumers are not offensive 
to their neighbours, but when taken in excess, 
they become offensive. 

44. The habitual moderate consumer of ganja 
feels refreshed after taking ganja. It produces 
very little intoxication on him. It increases 
appetite, and keeps the consumer in good humour. 
The intoxication lasts for about two to three hours, 
after which time want of subsequent gratification 
is produced, and if the man does not get ganja to 
smoke he feels uneasy. 

The consumers of bhang generally take bhang 
twice in a day, onqe in the morning and once in the 
evening. Bhang does not stop a man from his 
work. The intoxication of bhang lasts for about 
seven to eight hours. No longiug for subsequent 
gratification is produced in the case of bhang. But 
the mau feels dull after the intoxication is over. 

45. The habitual moderate use of ganja, bhang 
and charas does not for a long time produce any 
noxious effects, physical, mental and moral. 

46. The habitual excessive use injures the di¬ 
gestion and causes loss of appetite. It causes 


bronchitis and asthma, It deadens the intellect 
and produces temporary insanity. Insanity is 
re-induced by u6e of the drug after liberation 
from restraint. It spoils the moral eharaetor of 
the consumer. The typical symptoms of an insane 
from the use of these drugs are that he gets staring 
sight, his eyes beoome red, he get6 forgetfulness 
and his voice is changed. 

47. The habitual moderate use of any of these 
drugs does not appear to be hereditary habit, or to 
affect in any way the children of the moderate 
consumers. 

48. I do not know whether the excessive use of 
these drugs affects the children of the consumers 
or not. 

49. Every narcotic is aphrodisiac, and I know 
these drugs are sometimes used for that purpose. 

50. If these drugs are taken in excess as an 
aphrodisiac, they injure the constitution. 

53. The excessive indulgence in these drugs 
does incite the consumer to commit unpremeditat¬ 
ed crime, and at times leads to temporary homi¬ 
cidal frenzy. 

54. I know the criminals have used these 
drugs to fortify themselves to commit premedi¬ 
tated acts of violence. 

55. The criminals do, in order to further their 
designs, induce their victims to partake of these 
drugs and bo stupefy them, and then rob them of 
their valuable things, and walk away leaving the 
viotim on the spot. Complete stupefaction is 
brought on by these drugs without any admixture 
in the case of men who are not used to these 
drugs. 

56. Tobacco is mixed with ganja to modify its 
effects. Nothing is added to bhang to modify 
its effects. Bhang, if taken in small doses, pro¬ 
duces but very little intoxication. Those who 
are excessive consumers, and when the drug does 
not produce intoxication, add dhatura seeds in 
ganja and old jowari roots in bhang to increase 
their nareotio power. 

57. I have no information about this question. 

58 to 70. The questions in this chapter relate 
to administration, taxation and control ,• and as I 
do not know the present syst3m of administra¬ 
tion, I am unable to make any suggestion. 


100. Evidence of Mb. Pdebhueam Jekwaneam, Nagar Brahmin , Native Doctor 

( Vaidya ), Bombay. 


1. While practising medicine in the presidency 
of Bombay and the province of Kathiawar, accord¬ 
ing to the ancient Aryan system, I have had 
opportunities of gaining information in matters 
relating to hemp drugs. On many occasious I have 
used tie drug in question in different medicinal 
preparations, and I have met with many patients 
of the class who use hemp drugs occasionally or 
habitually. 

2. The definitions may be accepted. Hemp 
drugs are known here by the same names. 

We do not particularly distinguish between 
the different kinds of ganja. 

7. The hemp plant iscnltivated in many parts 
of the Bombay presidency. For use as bhang 
vol. vii. 


the plant is cultivated in Guzerat. Bhang is also 
imported from the Punjab. 

9. The bhang plant is grown together with 
other grains. The seeds are sown broadcast. It 
is also groWD in gardens and irrigated; this 
generally for personal use. 

10. To my knowledge they do not form a special 
class. The plant is grown by the ordinary agri¬ 
cultural cultivators. 

18. Hemp drugs do deteriorate by keepmg, and 
in time they lose their effect. Bhang may be 
kept good for one year with care. I think the 
cause of deterioration to be exposure to air. for a 
prolonged period. As far as 1 know, it is not 
possible to- prevent deterioration taking place. 

2 B 3 
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19, I do not kqow much about eharas. Ganja 
is not only used for smoking, it is used also in 
medicines. A decoction of ganja, or sometimes an 
extract of ganja, is given to patients to induce 
sleep. It is used also in various preparations for 
nervine diseases. One of the preparations is made 
by mixing it with ghi, and it is then used as a 
tonic. 

80. Sadhus and men of the lower class and poor 
men use ganja. The use is prevalent all over 
India, 

24. Brahmins, Kshatryas and Vaishyas, both 
rich and poor, use bhang. People of the working 
classes also use bhang. Bhang is generally drunk ; 
but it is eaten when it is inconvenient to prepare 
the drink. In the hot weather in hot climates 
all classes drink bhang. Scholars and priests, 
who are not allowed to use liquor as a stimulant, 
freely drink bhang. Dealers in precious stones, 
pearls and jewels drink bhang, as they consider 
the drink helps them in their examination of these 
articles. 

25. With the advance of the natives of India 
in English education and ways of thought, and 
the influence of contact with Europeans, there lias 
been generated amongst natives of the educated 
and lower class a taste for spirituous drinks. The 
inconveniences and trouble in preparing bhang, 
as contrasted with the case with which liquor may 
be obtained and drunk, has stimulated the wide 
use of the latter, and decreased the consumption 
of bhang. I think the evil effects of spirit drink¬ 
ing are beginning to be felt, and that in the distant 
future bhang may be more extensively used than 
it is now. To vegetarians spirituous stimulants 
are altogether unsuitable. 

27. In the Bombay presidency the jewellers 
and dealers in precious stones and pearls, who ave 
mostly shrawak banias, and originally from Surat, 
are habitual moderate consumers of bhang. Babus 
from Bengal and soholars and religious preachers, 
mostly high-caste Brahmins, are also habitual 
moderate consumers of bhang. Habitual exoes- 
sive consumers of bhang will be found among 
the Brahmins, who perform religious rites in the 
temples and houses of the people. Occasional 
moderate bhang drinking is indulged in by men 
of all classes, high and low, rich and poor, with¬ 
out exception. 

28. A moderate allowance of bhang is one- 
quarter tola, costing a quarter of an anna. This 
will serve for twice. An allowance of one tola of 
bhang or thereabout, costing about half an anna, 
is reckoned excessive. 

29. In the ordinary preparation, which is 
generally used by habitual drinkers, black pepper 
and sugar are mixed, and the drink is made by 
mixing well rubbed bhang powder in water. 

When bhang is prepared by rich persons, and 
also when it is prepared on special occasions, sugar 
and pepper are invariably added, with ajmonds, 
pistachio nutB, chirongia-sopila, cinnamon, carda- 
moms, mace, nutmeg, saffron, musk, and conserve 
of roses. The ingredients added will depend on 
the means of the drinker and the occasion for 
which the drink is prepared. Dhatura, which is a 
strong narcotic, is not ordinarily mixed with 
bhang. 

80- The habitual consumer of bhang and ganja 
uses these drugs when in company and also when 
alone. As regards bhang, it is generally drunk 
in the company of friends, and its use is not re¬ 
stricted to any sex or age. Women and children 


are allowed to use bhang according to their suit, 
abilities. Ganja is not used by women and child¬ 
ren. Bhang is not very commonly used by child¬ 
ren ; but it may be given to them as a medicine 
in proper dose^ to their great benefit. 

81. The habit is not easily formed; but muoh 
depends on the temperament of the man and his 
associates. The habit is not difficult to break off, 
except when of long standing. The moderate 
bhang and ganja consumer generally increases his 
allowance of the drug in time. It is always pos¬ 
sible for the bhang-drinker to check the habit at 
any time, unless it has taken very deep root, 

82. Bhang is used on Shivaratri, a day consecrat¬ 
ed to the god Shiva, who is reported to be fond 
of bhang. It is also used on occasions when 
offerings are made to Baldeo, elder brother of the 
god Krishna, who, it is said, has an excessive 
partiality for the drug. The devotees of Baldeo 
divide the offerings made to the god among them¬ 
selves with great reverence, piety, and pleasure. 
Though the use of bhang in this manner cannot 
be said to be essential, as there are no strict 
scriptural injunctions for the same, yet, as these 
customs have acquired a time-honoured reference 
and religious belief, it would be most difficult to 
persuade men to the belief that the use is quite 
optional. In India, when foreign invasions by 
men of alien religions have resulted in the de¬ 
struction of many of the Hindu sacred works, cus¬ 
tom, strengthened by religious precept, has ob¬ 
tained such a strong hold on the minds of the 
people, that even the positive commands of the 
religious books are sometimes waived in favour of 
custom. I therefore think the use of bhang on 
such occasions is essential. Its use in this way 
is generally temperate, and not likely to lead to a 
habit with the consumer, and is never injurious to 
him. Offerings of bhang are made to the god 
Shiva, with a belief that it brings blessings to the 
offerer, and sometimes cures him of bodily diseases 
that he may be suffering from. 

In connection with ganja, such religions observ¬ 
ances as have been mentioned are not known to 
me. Its use, however, is thought to be essential 
to bairagis, to keep them from worldly thoughts, 
and to assist them in their contemplation of God. 

33. Generally the consumption of bhang in mo¬ 
deration has no stigma attached to it, nor is the 
bhang drinker held in high respect. Its use is 
neither socially nor religiously prohibited in moder¬ 
ation, and publio opinion is not averse to the prac¬ 
tice in this way. The use of ganja is held m dis¬ 
repute, The cause of this sentiment is that, ge¬ 
nerally, no great reliance can be placed on the 
man who makes himself senseless, and consequent¬ 
ly forgets promises that he has made. So far as I 
know, the hemp plant is worshipped nowhere. 

84. It would certainly be a very serious priva¬ 
tion to all classes of consumers to forego the con¬ 
sumption of the drug they use. In India bhang 
is essentially necessary,'both socially and medi¬ 
cally. People have, to their great advantage, used 
the drug till now, and a certain religious venera¬ 
tion on account of its being offered to the deities 
has caused them to regard it as a necessity which 
they can ill afford to forego. To merchants and 
jewellers, who are moderate consumers of the best 
sort of bhang, it would bring great mental trouble 
and vexation to forego the use of the drug which 
they have used for many generations, and which 
would prevent them from doing their business 
with ease and confidence. As bhang quickens the 
imagination somewhat, religious preachers, whoi 
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use bhang, would not be able to preach as well 
without it. Scholars and writers, who are in the 
habit of taking bhang before they set themselves 
to their work, would find themselves in grave 
difficulties without it. bhang, when moderately 
indulged in, increases vigour and assists contem¬ 
plation. 

The use of spirituous drinks is not wholesome 
with the simple vegetable native diet. Only 
vegetable stimulants are best suited to our climate 
and diet. It would certainly be a serious affliction 
to the poor native to debar him from his native, 
uncostly, beneficial vegetable stimulant, which in 
some oases is a necessity to him. 

The continuous use of ganja by bairagis for 
several centuries bas caused them to regard it 
as almost a necessity of their lives. At first it 
would be very hard for them to forego consump¬ 
tion, and they would regard it as a religious 
encroachment, not because they could not easily 
break off the habit, but because, without ganja, 
they would find it difficult to obtain a substitute to 
assist them in forgetting worldly pleasures and 
desires. 

85. I do not think it would be possible to pro¬ 
hibit the use of ganja and bhang. People would 
most certainly do their utmost to get the drugs 
by any means. Illicit possession is not very im¬ 
possible, seeing that the plant is home-grown, 
and might easily be cultivated in enclosures 
about houses. If stringent measures of probi. 
bition were adopted, there would be great discon¬ 
tent, as users of the drugs' cannot well do without 
them. Prohibition could not be easily enforced, 
and, if enforced, those who are in the habit of 
using these stimulants would certainly try to 
obtain a substitute for them, and the consequence 
would be a resort to alcoholic stimulants, which 
are within easy reach of the people on account of 
the number of liquor shops in localities, towns, 
and villages. The using of liquor is socially and 
religiously prohibited, and it would at first be 
stealthily consumed; but sometimes exposure 
would follow, which would cause much dissatis¬ 
faction- 

36. Natives with imperfect English education 
have begun to discard old beneficial usages, and, 
in imitation of the worst habits of Europeans, 
pride themselves in mistaken advanced views by 
using liquor, looking with disdain on the some 
what crude vegetable preparation of bhang. 
Many have been the premature decays of life and 
intellect on this account. 

89. The smoking of a preparation of the hemp 
plant is not a less injurious form of consumption. 
Bhang is seldom or never known to be drunk in 
{moderation with injurious effects. An overdose 
of bhang will simply cause a man to lie down, to 
experience a whirling sensation, to vomit, and to 
dream. A little acid acts as an antidote, or some¬ 
times a good dose of milk and ghi is an effectual 
cure. The individual is none the worse afterwards 
for his indiscretion. Excessive ganja smoking is 
bad and injurious; it weakens the nerves, 

40. The use of these drugs has been prescribed, 
on account of their medicinal qualities, by the 
schools of native doctors. Mad a opal and Nighanta 
have stated the properties and uses of these drugs 
in their medical books, as follows :—Bitter in taste, 
destroys cough, helps digestion, checks diarrhoea, 
induces sleep, and increases appetite. Rajnigbauta 
says that it increases sexual desires and brings 
pleasure in sexual intercourse. It gives vigour 
and strength, makes a man talkative, checks diar¬ 


rhoea, increases appetite, and helps digestion. Sodal 
says that it increases appetite, helps digestion, checks 
diarrhoea, induces sleep, aud increases sexual 
desires; it destroys cough. Bbawmishra and Bhau- 
prakash agree with Madanpal. Sarangdhar re¬ 
commends bhang drink or powder in diarrhoea and 
to induce sleep. Besides the abovementioned autho- 
rities there are many others. 

41. The moderate use of bhang is beneficial as 
a digestive; it gives staying-power and alleviates 
fatigue. It prevents disease, and is known to pre¬ 
vent fever. Brahmins and bauias use bhang as a 
food accessory. People in the mufussa! use it to 
prevent attacks of fever. 

. 48. Moderate consumers of bhang are not offen¬ 
sive to their neighbours. 

44. The immediate effect of the moderate use 
of bhang on the habitual consumer is to refresh 
him and make him feel cheerful. He does not 
beoome intoxicated. His appetite is increased. 
The duration of the effect greatly depends ou the 
constitution; it may be said to last from four to 
five hours, The habitual ganja smoker is rather 
worse if kept without his usual allowances of the 
drug. 

45. No, as regards the moderate consumption 
of bhang. 

46. The excessive habitual use of bhang pro¬ 
duces noxious effects, physical, mental, aud moral. 
It impairs the constitution and moral sense, in¬ 
duces laziness, and produces constipation. It pro¬ 
duces permanent insanity. The excessive habi¬ 
tual use of ganja is more injurious than in the 
case of bhang. It produces also bronchitis 
and asthma. 

47. The habitual moderate use of hemp drugs 
does not appear to affect in any way the children 
of consumers so far as I know. 

48. I am not sure whether it does or does not. 

49 and 50. They are used as an aphrodisiac. 

I do not know if prostitutes use them for this 
purpose. If so used they would be injurious. 
Excessive use of these drugs as an aphrodisiac 
would cause impotence. 

56. I have heard of a few cases in which cri¬ 
minals have used these drugs to stupefy their 
victims to further their designs; but I am not sure 
that there was not an admixture of other drugs 
in these cases. Stupefaction can be induced by 
an exoess use of these drags. 

56. The effects are not modified by the admix¬ 
tures used ordinarily. 

62. The cultivation of the hemp plant for the 
production of bhaug need not be controlled at all. 
,The moderate use of bhang is decidedly beneficial; 
and injurious consequences are only felt by those 
who are habitual excessive consumers, and after 
they have continued the habit to a very advanced 
age. 

65. In my opinion bhang is taxed unneces¬ 
sarily. It is a mild stimulant, and a comparison 
of it with any other intoxicant cannot be made. 

67. I have said that the tax is unnecessary. 
I think it also unreasonable. Iu India, io the face 
of an ever-increasing and exacting land tax, every 
product of the laud, whether it be an article of 
life or an article of luxury, has been taxed, to 
the great burden of the poor classes. When, 
after bearing a land tax, the article is subjected 
to a special tax, the consumer is taxed twice. In 
the case of bhang, although it is not a necessity, 
it is a harmless source of enjoyment and relief 



which often serves the consumer in ill-health as 
a valuable medicine, or prevents him from getting 
ill. Bhang is chiefly used by poor people, and to 
them every pie has its value. The tax, though 
not felt by the rich, is a burden on the poor. 

68. In the city of Bombay there are licensed 
shops where bhang is prepared and consumed on 
the premises. The shop generally is in a small 
room on the roadside, the furniture consisting of 
a mat, two or three lotas, and a stone slab on 
which the bhang leaves are made into a paste 
before the drink is prepared. The shopkeeper 
earns but sufficient for his maintenance. So far 
as I know, these shops are not known to have 
any ill name attached to them. The customers at 
these shops are not noisy or quarrelsome, and are 
seldom known to cause inconvenience to any one. 
These shops are not places resorted to by bad 
characters to concoct their plans ; but this to some 
extent depends on the locality in which the shop 
is situated. 

69. Local public opinion ought to be consulted. 
It would be beneficial to the people. 

Oral evidence . 

Question 46 .—I have seen instances in Kathi¬ 


awar of men becoming insane through excess 
give use of ganja, I know no cases of insanity 
caused by bhang. I have seen this madness 
among aadhus and bairagis. KeBpectable people 
do not use ganja, I have heard that aadhus mix 
dhatura with their ganja, but I have not much 
experience of the use of ganja. It is the seeds 
of dhatura which are generally used, but some¬ 
times the leaves and also the roots are used. 1, 
cannot name any men, but 1 have seen many 
bairagis suffering from bronchitis and asthma, 
who were consumers of ganja. I cannot say 
definitely that the diseases were caused by the 
uso of ganja. 

Question The injurious effects here attri¬ 
buted to prolonged excessive use of bhang will 
also follow on similar use of ganja. Injurious 
effects can be seen even in a boy from one exces¬ 
sive dose of bhang, but these effects do not last 
long—not more than 24 hours. The effects of con-, 
tinuoususe by the old are worse, than the effects 
of occasional excessive use by the young. The 
prevalence of insanity from the drugs among 
young men is contrary to my experience, but I 
have little experience of the excessive use of 
ganja. 


101 . Evidence of Vithaldas Pranjiwandass, Bhunksali Landlord and Trader, 

late Intoxicating Drugs Farmer, Bombay . 


1. My experience as intoxicating drugs farmer 
during a period of ten years. 

2. Bhang is known as bhang, subji and maya. 
Charas is known as charas. Ganja is known as 
ganja. The gauja consumed here is flat ganja; 
rouud ganja is unknown. Chur or broken gauja 
is known here as garda. 

7. There is no cultivation of the hemp plant in 
the island of Bombay. I am aware there is cul¬ 
tivation of the hemp plant in the districts of 
Ahmednagar and Satarafor {a) and (d), and cul¬ 
tivation of the hemp plant in the districts of Surat 
and Broach for ( c ). 

14. I know that ganja and bhang are prepared 
in the Bombay presidency. Ganja is prepared in 
the Ahmednagar and Satara districts, and bhang 
in the Surat and Broach districts. 

18. Ganja, charas and bhang do deteriorate by 
keeping; they would quite lose their narcotic pro¬ 
perties in time. Ganja with care will keep good 
for one year; the second year it will lose some of 
its properties ; the third year it will lose more 
of its properties; and the fourth year it will 
be useless for sale. This statement holds good in 
the case of charas and bhang also. I attribute the 
main cause of deterioration to humidity and damp. 
I always used a store-room with only one door 
and no windows. The store-room was paved with 
stone, on the flooring I placed old gunny bags, and 
on the bags I stored the bales of ganja and bhang 
unopened, in the condition in which they were 
received from the districts. The bales were 
stacked one above the other. Charas I kept in 
the packages in the condition in which they were 
received, storing the packages on planks. When 
a package was opened, the contents were at once 
removed and placed in a tin-lined box. Rats are 
very partial to hemp seed, and they must be kept 
out of the store-room or they will destroy the 
ganja. 

19, Gauja and charas are only used in Bombay 


for smoking. Garda, that is broken ganja 
mixed with ganja, is also smoked. Garda is 
chiefly used for drinking, and in small quantities 
it is eaten. Garda is given to buffaloes and cows 
to increase their appetites, so that they may eat 
refuse grass and hay. 

20. Ganja is smoked by Muhammadans and 
Hindus. Muhammadan labourers and fakirs 
smoke chiefly. Hindu sadhus smoke ganja large¬ 
ly, and other Hindus of different castes and call¬ 
ings smoke it more or less. The smoking of 
ganja by other than Muhammadans and Hindus- 
is very, exceptional. 

Charas is smokod by Muhammadans and 
Hindus. The quantity smoked in Bombay is 
small. Among the Muhammadans it is smoked 
by Pathans and fakirs, chiefly by the former. 
Among the Hindus it is smoked by bawas and 
sadhus. 

21. Flat ganja is used for smoking. A small 
quantity of garda mixed with flat ganja is also 
smoked. Round ganja is unknown here. 

22. I obtained my supplies of charas from 
Amritsar and Lahore. I cannot say whether it 
was native or foreign charas, 

28. So far as I know, bhang is never used foi 
smoking. 

24. Bhang is drunk by Muhammadans and 
Hindus. The Muhammadans who drink bhang 
are of the lower orders. Bhang is chiefly drunk 
by Hindus of the Surti Bania, Fattebpuria 
Marwari and Pardeshi castes. Only a few 
Deccani and Konkani Hindus drink bhang. 
Bhang is not largely eaten. The same Hindus 
who drink bhang also eat it. Bhang is sometimes 
given to horses with other spices as a tonic. 

25. I believe the use of ganja and charas is 
slightly on the increase, and the use of bhang 
slightly decreasing. 
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28. As regards habitual moderate consumers— 

PSB DISH, 

Quantity. Oust. 

Ganja . One tola . One anna to one anna and six 

pies. 

Cliaras . One half tola . One anna and six pies fb two 

annas. 

Bhang . One tola Three pies. The cost would 

he increased if the drink 
was made with different 
spices. Three pies would 
be the cost of the drink 
with black pepper, whioh is 
always used as an ingredi¬ 
ent. 

Garda . One tola . Two pies. 

As regards habitual excessive consumers— 

Psa dibm. 

(Quantity, Cost. 

Ganja • Five tolas . Five to seven and a half 

annas. 

Charas . Three tolas . Nine to twelve annas. 

Bhang . Three to four Niue pies to one anna. The 
tolas. cost would be increased if 

the drink was made with 
different spices. Nine 
pies to one anna would be 
the cost of the drink with 
black pepper, which is 
always used as an ingredi¬ 
ent. 

Garda Three to four Six to eight pies, 
tolaa. 

29. (a) With ganja, tobacco. With charas, 
tobacco. With bhang, mixed in water, black pepper, 
sugar and poppy seed. With garda, mixed in 
water, black pepper, sugar, and poppy seed. 

(J) With ganja, gurako. It may be mentioned 
here that occasionally a smoker in place of 
using the ordinary earthen chillum will scoop 
out and make a pipe of a piece of sugarcaue and 
smoke from this implement. With charas, gurako. 
With bhang,'mixed in milk, almonds, cardamoms^ 
saffron, cucumber seed, melon seed, rose buds and 
eugarcandy. With garda—garda is not used when 
a costly drink is prepared. 

The poorer and habitual consumers use the 
articles mentioned under (a), and the well-to-do 
and occasional consumers the articles mentioned 
under (6). Dhatura is never used with these 
drugs in Bombay. It is said that by mixing to¬ 
bacco or gurako with ganja and charas the 
smoke tastes better ; it makes it stronger, and en¬ 
ables the smoker to expectorate any phlegm that 
may be in his throat or in his lungs. It is 
said that black pepper is always mixed with bhang 
ho prevent pains in the stomach. The other in¬ 
gredients are used to make the drink pleasant to 
the taste. These remarks also apply to garda, 

I do not know of any preparation of bhang 
massala kept and Bold for the purpose of being 
mixed with any hemp drugs. The articles above 
mentioned are the ouly ones known by me which 
are used in this way. 

SO. Ganja, charas and bhang are usually con¬ 
sumed in company with friends. It is unusual 
to consume these drugs in solitude. The con¬ 
sumption of these drugs is mainly confined to the 
male sex, and to persons aged from 20 to 40 years. 
Young people and old people are infrequent con¬ 
sumers of these drugs. It is most unusual for 
children to consume any of these drugs. 

31. The habit of consuming, these drugs is 


easily formed if the individual consorts with 
persons who use the drugs. There is some diffi¬ 
culty in breaking off the habit, though no bad 
effects physioally follow if the habit is broken off. 
A man who desires to break off the habit can do 
so by not going into the company of persons 
using these drugs, and by occupying his mind and 
body. I know many instances in which persons 
have broken off the habit of using these drugs. 
There is a tendency in the case of these drugs for 
the moderate habit to develop into the excessive. 

32. 1 do not know of any social or religious 
custom requiring an individual to consume any of 
these drugs. Bhang is daily offered to the god 
Dawooji at the temple at Bholeswar. I do not 
know whether this offering is essential to the 
worship of the god. The bhang, which is usually 
nicely made, is, after being offered to the god, 
consumed by the temple people and visitors. 
Bhang water ib poured on Shiva linga on Mahi 
Sliivaratra, and sometimes on other occasions also. 
I do not know whether the offering of bhang 
water is essential or not in the worship of Shiva. 
The custom of offering bhang to the god Dawooji 
might lead to the formation of the habit in an 
individual. It is customary among sadhus to 
smoke ganja, and for religious Hindus to give 
bawas ganja. 

33. The consumption of these drugs is gener¬ 
ally regarded as a bad habit. I think there is a 
public opinion in regard to the consumption of 
these drugs, and that that opinion is that the 
practice is a bad one. I think the consumption of 
these drugs in all the forms in which they ave used 
is in disrepute. I do not know of any custom of 
worshipping the hemp plant by any sects of the 
people. 

34. It would be a serious privation to consum¬ 
ers of the drugs to forego consumption in the 
first place; but after a time they would probably 
look ou the deprivation as a blessing. In the 
case of sadhus it would be a serious privation to 
deprive them of these drugs, as they are the only 
comforts they enjoy in this world. 

35. In the island of Bombay I think it would 
be feasible for Government to practically prohi¬ 
bit the use of these drugs; but I cannot form an 
opinion as regards places outside Bombay. If 
these drugs could be had, they would be consumed 
illicitly. Prohibition could ciuly be enforced by 
prohibiting the cultivation of the hemp plant. 
Prohibition would at first occasion serious discon¬ 
tent among consumers. In my opinion such dis¬ 
content Would not amount to a political danger. 
I think that about half the number of consumers 
would take to alcoholic drinks and opium, and the 
other half would give up intoxicants. 

36. I think that at the present time alcohol is 
to a small extent being substituted for these drugs. 
I attribute the causes to fashion and the labour 
necessary to prepare the hemp drug for consump¬ 
tion. These opinions are the results of my observ¬ 
ations. 

37. The only difference I know is that charas 
is very much stronger in intoxioating effects than 
ganja. 

38. The intoxicating effects of flat ganja are 
very muoh greater than that of garda on the 
consumers. 

39. The drinking of ganja or charas is more 
injurious than smoking these drugs. Ganja and 
charas are very strong, and by drinking them a 
man completely loses bis senses for the time. 
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41. The moderate use of ganja and bhang pro¬ 
duces an appetite for food, but constipates the 
bowels. This effect is produced both on the 
moderate habitual and moderate occasional con¬ 
sumer, 

42. I consider the moderate use of these drugs 
to be harmful. Ganja produces headache and 
cough, and bhang pains in tiie stomach with con¬ 
stipation . 

43. Moderate ganja and charas consumers are 
sometimes offensive to their neighbours by being 
noisy and abusive. Bhang drinkers are not offen¬ 
sive to their neighbours, 

44. The immediate effeot of the moderate use 
of ganja and charas on the habitual consumer is 
refreshing; they produce slight intoxication ; they 
create an appetite; and the effect lasts for about 
one hour. The immediate after-effects is a feel¬ 
ing of lassitude and dulness. The want of subse¬ 
quent gratification produces longing and uneasi¬ 
ness. As regards bhang, no immediate effect 
is produced. Intoxicating is produced after 
about one hour j the drinker feels refreshed; 
his appetite is sharpened, and the effect lasts 
about six hours. The after-effect is a slight 
lassitude. The want of subsequent gratification 
does produce a longing and uneasiness. The 
difference between bhang and garda is that the 
intoxicating effects of garda are greater than 
bhang. 

45. The habitual moderate use of ganja and 


charas produces noxious physical, mental and 
moral effects on the consumer to some degree. It 
impairs the constitution in time. It injures the 
digestion and causes loss of appetite in time. It 
causes asthma in time. The habitual moderate 
use of bhang or garda does not produce ill-effeots 
like the smoking of ganja aud charas. 

46. The habitual excessive use of all hemp 
drugs is bad and harmful. The excessive use pro¬ 
duces noxions effects, physical, mental, ,and moral. 

51 and 52. No large proportions of bad charac¬ 
ters in Bombay are habitual moderate or habitual 
excessive consumers of hemp drugs. 

53. I do not know myself of any eases in which 
unpremeditated crimes violent or otherwise have 
been caused by the excessive indulgence in hemp 
drugs. I have known of a few cases of quarrel¬ 
ling, where the persons abused and struck each 
other with their hands in the gauja-smoking 
shops. I have never beard or known of quarrels 
in the bhang shops. 

54. I do not know of any cases in which crimi¬ 
nals have made use of hemp drugs to fortify them¬ 
selves to commit a premeditated act of violence or 
other crime. 

55. 1 do not know of any cases in which crimi¬ 
nals have stupefied their victims with hemp drugs 
with a view to further their design in the com¬ 
mission of a crime. I do not know if oomplete 
stupefaction can be induced by any hemp drag 
without admixture with some other drag. 


102. Evidence of Ramohandra Krishna Kothavale, Brahmin , Inamdur, Taluka 

Wai, in Satara Bistri vt. 


1. Having been an inhabitant of tbo district 
and having bad various opportunities of coming 
across people who are addicted to this vice and 
also knowing some of the cultivators of the hemp 
plant, I am to a certain extent in a position to 
record my experience before the Hemp Commis¬ 
sion. 

2. Yes; the definitions above defined tally with 
the varieties known here. 

3. None in the district I have been living in. 
None to my knowledge. 

4. Bv the very names given in this pamphlet 
of questions. 

Yes; they do. 

5. Dry climate, reddish black soil and ordinary 
rainfall are necessary to the growth of the wild 
hemp. 

6. The growth of the wild hemp is somewhat 
scattered, 

7. Yes; there is cultivation of hemp plant for 
production of ganja only in the district I live 
in. Hemp plant is cultivated in abundance in 
about ten villages in Khan a pur taluka and in three 
villages in Khatav taluka and in isolated villages 
of Satara and Valva talukas. Lengre, Devikhiud, 
Yalat, Sangola and Bhad in Khanapur taluka are 
much famous for ganja. • 

8. There has been no large increase in the area 
under cultivation. In 1890-91 the area under 
cultivation amounted to about 41 acres of land. 

9. Kind of toil ,—Ganja is grown in well-irrigated 
garden land and does not thrive in dry crop land. 
The most suitable soil is the medium reddish 
blaok description, Such soil is generally assessed 


at from Rs. S to Rs. 7 per acre including water 
rate. 

Rotation .—The crop to be successful cannot be 
grown in successive years. It should follow a pre¬ 
vious year's crop of ground-nut, sugarcane, tur- 
• meric, chillies or garlic. It is found to suffer in 
quality when grown on land which in the previous 
year bears bajari, jowari, gram, wheat, or sweet 
potatoes. 

Preparation of mV.—The land selected for the 
crop io this district is ploughed in the months of 
February and March, a 12-ox plough being gene¬ 
rally employed. The clods are then broken up by 
a light plough. In the month of May the field is 
manured at the rate of 24 carts per acre of ordi¬ 
nary manure, the cost being about Rs. 12 per acre. 
The system of penning sheep in the field is also 
resorted to. The laud is then again lightly 
ploughed in order that the manure may be well 
mixed with the land and any clods that remain 
are at the same time broken up. The land is then 
ready to receive the crop by the beginning of 
monsoon, 

Seed, — The cultivators of this district like to 
get the seed from Ahmadnagar, as they say that 
crops grown from that seed are less liable to blight 
than crops grown from Satara seed. It is also 
said that the local seed produces an unusually large 
proportion of male plants called bbangera. The 

{ iresence of male plants is distinctly injurious, and 
arge detection and immediate removal of suoh 
plants form an important element in raising a 
successful orop. 

Price of teed .—The average price of Ahmad¬ 
nagar seed is one ser (capacity) per rnpee, though 
it is sometimes twice as dear. The seed is spheri- 
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cal and about the size <>f mug seed. It is brought 
from Ahmadnagar traders. 

Method of sowing. —The seed is sown with the 
usual three-drilled implement, only one drill of 
which, however, is used 

Time of sowing. —Sowing is performed in the 
months of July and August, In light soil, the 
sowing is performed somewhat earlier than in 
rich black soil. 

Watering the crops. —When the rainfall has been 
timely and sutiicient, only two waterings of the 
crop are required. In other cases the crop is 
watered three times at mtervals of ten or twelve 
days, so arranged that the last watering takes 
place about fourteen days before harvesting. 

10. In this district they are not a special class 
who grow hemp plant. They are mere ordinary 
cultivators or peasants. 

11. Yes; formerly it used to be from the seeds 
of wild hemp plant; but of late the cultivators 
bring the seed from Ahmadnagar. 

13. No; it is not restricted to any special 
locality or province. Anybody can cultivate, but 
all that be lias to do is to obtain permission from 
the local authorities. No special condition of 
climate, soil, etc., is necessary for the cultivation 
of hemp plant. 

14. Yes; the product of ganja is prepared and 
merely char or round ganja is sometimes sold 
under the name of bhang. But real bhang known 
as putti is not grown or prepared in this district. 
Cianja is prepared where it is cultivated. The 
average yield per acre is given as about 18 or 20 
country maunds or 620 lb. 

15. The first process of preparing ganja is to 
cut off the tops of the plants with a bill hook and 
to throw them into receptacles placed ready, and 
to remove the leaves and small buds immediately 
below the top. The whole crop thus collected is 
carried to a place prepared for the purpose, and 
arranged in heaps and exposed to sun to dry. It 
is then trodden under foot by men. When crush¬ 
ed, it is turnod over, and the underside is exposed 
to the suu and then again trodden; the process 
being repeated about five times a day for four 
davs. The next process is that of winnowing, 
which removes loose leaves and dust which are 
laid aside for use as manure. The ganja is thus 
finally prepared for smoking. 

16. Yes, it is generally prepared by the people 
in their houses. It can be prepared from the 
hemp plant sown with care. Simply charas is 
prepared from the wild hemp plant wherever 
grown. 

17. By ordinary cultivators. 

18. Yes; they do deteriorate by keeping. 
(3-anja and bhang get 6tale aud the rats spoil 
them. They do lose their effect in time. It 
keeps good for six months only with ordinary 
care. The causes of deterioration are that the 
tops get stele and rotten. They lose their active 
principle as well as the rats spoil them. Nothing 
hut due care must be taken to prevent deterior¬ 
ation. 

19. Yes; charas is used only for smoking, and 
ganja is used for smoking as well as for medicine. 
Charas is not much used here, not being easily 
available. 

20. Some high caste Hindu Brahmins, kunbis, 
Muhammadans and bairagia generally smoke 
ganja. Nearly 5 per cent, is the proportion of 
the people who smoke ganja. 
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21. Flat ganja is preferred for smoking, but the 
poorer class use chur ganja for smoking. 

22. No charas is used in this district. 

23. Not to my knowledge the bhang is ever 
used for smoking. 

24. Almost all classes of people drink bhang. 
The greater proportion of the people is at Benares 
Ayodya, Mathura, and in many other places in 
Northern India. 

25. The vice of smoking ganja is on the in¬ 
crease as shown by the imports into my village, 
Want of control, idleness, and the inducement 
are the chief causes of the increase. 

26. (a) Ten per c ent, of the population. 

(6) Five per cent, of the population. 

27. Generally beggars who have given up the 
worldly cares and anxieties take to this vice and 
there aro other people also from the middle class, 

28. (a) One tola of ganja and bhang respec¬ 
tively is necessary per diem. 

(b) Four tolas of ganja and bhang respectively 
are necessary per diem to habitual excessive 
oonsumers. 

29. Ordinary tobacco is mixed with ganja for 
smoking by the people. Dhatura is mixed when 
a man intends to make another insensible for 
robbing of him. The object or mixing tobacco is 
to make ganja more palatable and less strong. 
Bhaug is generally mixed with aniseed and black 
pepper. The ingrodients of bhang massala are- 
aniseed, black pepper, rose petals, poppy seeds, 
almonds, coriander, sugar, cardamom, milk, etc. 

30. Respectable persons make at home and 
drink bhang; so they smokB ganja also. But 
there are shops where anybody can get ready¬ 
made massala bhang to drink. The poor generally 
reduoe the number of ingredients in the massala 
to reduce the cost and drink it merely with water, 
black pepper and aniseed. There are shops, or 
say houses, where ganja is smoked and in company 
of other men of the same vice. These places are 
strictly private. 

These are generally used by males in adult life 
and not iu old age—I mean bhang with massala. 
But ganja is smoked till death by people who are 
once given to it. It is not used by children except 
medically admixtured by hakims. 

31. No; the habit of consuming is not easily 
formed. Drinking bhang is not difficult to break 
off, but smoking ganja can never be broken off. 
There is some tendency to go to excess from 
moderate, but uot like alcohol, where one soon 
runs to excess. 

32. Social customs.— If some friends meet ano¬ 
ther friends who are religious they make bhang 
with massala and drink. 

Religious customs. —Bhang is generally pre¬ 
pared on one particular day called Maha Shivaratri, 
by Shaivas, and it is drunk because the god Shiva 
used to drink; and on the same day the so-pre- 
paved bhang is religiously sprinkled upon the idol 
of god Shiva. In the custom it is considered 
essential on this particular day only. It is gen¬ 
erally temperate. It is not likely to lead to habit. 

This all is about bhang, but ganja has neither 
religious nor social custom. It is merely vice 
that it is considered. 

33. The consumption of bhang with massala is 
not regarded in any way as vice. There is no 
social or religious public opinion about drinking 
bhang, but on the contrary the religious opinion 

2 a 
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in the cities of Benares, A.yodya and Mathura is 
in its favour. There is bad social public opinion 
about ganja-smokers, and they are looked down 
upon by society. It is equally so by religions. 
Ganja-smoking is generally in disrepute, and it 
is because those people who smoke ganja get 
violent and often lose their heads and generally 
given up to one thing, Bhang or hemp plant is 
worshipped by one sect only, and it is people from 
Northern India and Nepal. 

34, Yes; ganja smokers, if prohibited, lose 
their flosli, get emaciated and often get mad. 
They cannot do anything, work, mental or physical. 
They can never do without ganja smoke. But if 
bhang-consumers are prohibited, it will not much 
affect their constitution ; though for some time 
the want will be felt by them. But after a time 
they never feel for the prohibition. They get 
used. But it is not so with ganja. About 5 per 
cent, of the male population and lj per cent, of 
the female population smoke ganja. 

35. Yes; it will be practicable to stop the use 
of any of these drugs, but it is not possible to 
consume the drug not illicitly. The prohibition 
can be enforced by making rules strict and getting 
the monopoly of the drug even from the Native 
States, just like alcohol and opium. It would 
cause discontent amongst the consumers, but it 
will not lead to any political danger, The pro¬ 
hibition would lead naturally to other stimulant 
drugs and to aloohol, but the alcohol would be 
expensive/ and thus people would find difficult to 
use it, and so they will find out a cheaper drug, 
such as aconite, dhatura, arsenio, nux vomica seed, 
etc. 

30. No; there is no reason for thinking that 
alcohol is'now being substituted for any of these 
drugs; not only this, but it is said that a man 
accustomed to ganja smoke necessarily requires it 
though he takes aloohol. 

37. The effects of charas smoking are different 
than those of ganja smoking, Charas is a strong¬ 
er drug to smoke than ganja. It is in its 
effect very obnoxious to system, more so than 
ganja. 

38. Flat ganja is generally nsed for smoking 
purposes. Bound and chur ganja is used as bhang 
for drinking purposes. Pure bhang is not pro¬ 
duced in this district, Chur is merely the mixture 
of the two varieties and is not, as such, pure. It 
is less strong than the latter varieties. 

39. No; the smoking of ganja or charas is not 
less injurious than drinking bhang. Drinking 
bhang has not that nasty and injurious effect on 
the constitution as smoking ganja or charas. 
Smoking ganja or charas produces constant con¬ 
gestive irritation of the throat. This later on 
leads to affection of the lnng. Drinking bhang 
does not do it. 

.40. Yes; the use of bhang is prescribed by 
Indian hakims and even by English practitioners 
for medical purposes in many diseases ; and the 
use of ganja is made for cattle-diseases, and parti¬ 
cularly for horses in massala as a tonic. 

41. The moderate use of bhang, when drunk 
along with massala, is beneficial to one's constitu¬ 
tion, but ganja or charas, when smoked, is never 
conducive to health in' any way. 

(a) ' It is not as food accessory, but it is used to 
give tone to digestive system. 

(b) It does alleviate fatigue. 

(c) It is used as a febrifuge in some malarial 


countries, but the use is not so well marked. 

It is the lower classes who use the drug for the 
above purposes. The proportion is very small. 
Yes; it is the moderate habitual use only that 
I allude to. 

42. Yes; the moderate use of bhang drunk along 
with massala is beneficial to the system. It does no 
harm, but on the contrary tones the digestive sys¬ 
tem and rest as a mild stimulant in general. 

43. Yes; they are inoffensive to their neigh¬ 
bours ; they never get violent or troublesome. 

44. The moderate use has the following 
effects:— 

(a) It acts as a stimulant. 

(£) Exhilarates the spirit. 

(c) Increases the appetite. 

Yes; it is refreshing. It does not produce iu- 
toxicatiou like that of alcohol. It does not allay 
hunger; on the contrary, increases hunger. The 
effects last from four to six hours. After-effects of 
moderate use are in fact none so to say. No ; the 
want of subsequent gratification does not produce 
any longing or uneasiness, even in pretty larger 
doses, 

45. No; the moderate use does not produce 
any noxious effects—physical, mental or moral. 
It does not impair the constitution iu any way. 
No ; it doeB not injure the digestion or cause loss 
of appetite. It does cause bronchitis, which may 
lead to asthma, and those who indulge too much 
iD ganja smoke, and eat nothing for days, under 
the effect do get dysentery. Bhang does not pro¬ 
duce any such effect. No; it does not impair the 
moral sense or induce laziness or habits of debau¬ 
chery. No; it does not deaden the intellect or 
produce insanity. 

46. The excessive indulgence in ganja 6moke 
produces insanity. The insanity is of temporary 
character. It disappears if the smoking is put a 
stop to. There are typical symptoms such as 
monomania. Yes; the insanes do confess the use 
of the drug. Excessive drink of bhang even pro¬ 
duces the above effects. 

47. No; it does not appear to be hereditary 
habit ; it does not affect the children in any way. 

48. The habitual excessive use of ganja smoke 
does produce insanity in persons who smoke it, 
and at the same time their children are wanting in 
all the functions of the brain, and they are irrit¬ 
able and silly. 

49. Yes; it is used as an aphrodisiac by males. 
Prostitutes do not use the drug for that purpose. 
The use for this purpose is more injurious than 
mere narcotic. When used as aphrodisiac for long 
time it produces impotence. 

50. The excessive use of these drugs is not 
practised as an aphrodisiac. Excessive smoking 
of ganja or charas does produce impotence in the 
long ran. 

51. No; the habitual moderate consumers are 
not bad characters. Moderate consumers have no 
relation in general nor with any specific crime, 

52. Excessive use of the ganja smoke makes 
the Tmoker violent, but he returns to perfect 
senses, and would not be tempted to eemmit a 
great crime. He would only harass bis own peo¬ 
ple whom he thinks would not do him any barm 
or who are under his control. He fears the law 
even then, 

53. No; excessive indulgence in any of these 
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drugs does not incite to unpremeditated crime, i 
violent or otherwise. No case have I come across 
in which it has led to homicidal frenzy, 

54. No ; the criminals do not use the drug to 
fortify themselves to commit a premeditated act 
of violence or other crime as those who indulge 
in alcohol do. 

55. No; the criminals do not use the drug to 
stupefy their victims. It does not produce com" 
plete stupefaction without admixture. 

56. The effects of hemp used in moderation are 
modified by the massala. It renders the drug 
palatable and mild, and after-effects are not so 
had as if the drug was used by itself. So with 
ganja when tobacco mixed before smoking modifies 
the action of the drug. It is never mixed with 
dhatura for personal consumption, but it is used 
to induce stupefaction of victims by criminals, 

57. Ganja and charas are not eaten or drunk 
in this district. They are only smoked. 

58 The present system of Excise Administra¬ 
tion in respect of hemp drugs is not satisfactory. 
It is capable of improvement. 

59. The only chance of improving the present 
system is to make rigid rules like country liquor 
and opiuriJ. Monopoly must be made and the rates 
of the sale must be fixed by Government and not 
by the contractor, who has the option of increas¬ 
ing the rates as he chooses. Government store¬ 
houses should be built, where it should be allowed 
to be stored up by the planter, and a strict watch 
kept on this will prevent the illicit sale of the 
drug. 

60. The cultivation is not under sufficient con¬ 
trol. Many people plant the tree for private con¬ 
sumption, and the cultivation of the plant is not 
forbidden, nor excess assessment is levied on the 
plantation. Licenses should be issued for such 
cultivation, and not mere permission granted as 
is now done, 

61. Charas is not produced in this district, aud 
nothing can be said to it. 

62. The real bhang is not produced aud culti¬ 
vated in this district, but round ganja or chur 
is used and sold as bhang, tvhich is more injurious 
than real bhang. It may be controlled as stated 
iu answer to the question No. 60. 

68. The present system of wholesale or retail 
vend of ganja and other hemp drugs is not satis¬ 
factory. Planters of those drugs have only to 
ask for permission from local authorities to plant 
the hemp tree, and before cutting down they have 
to obtain permission also ; but there is no special 
duty for the cultivation of hemp. The hemp 
plant after it is cut down is stored up for drying ; 
when it is ripe for market, it is sold to the con¬ 
tractor of the district, or anybody else, who is 
licensed to purchase at the rate the owner chooses. 
There is no control over the preparation. There 
is every chance of smuggling. The planter stores 
up the whole in bis bouse and can keep away some 
out of the products, and sell the same where the 
market runs higher, illicitly. The rate of sale 
must be fixed by Government. 

64. Export and import of these drugs from 
and into this province must be governed by more 
strict rules than now existing. There is so much 
of illicit sale now going on, and that eau only be 
stopped by making uniform rates ; and taxation 
should be made upon the quantity sold and not as 
now given to the contractor for particular fixed 
sum. 
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66. Bhang should be a little more taxed than 
ganja, and charas still more than either ganja or 
bhang. The taxation on aleohol may proportion¬ 
ately be increased; otherwise there will be more 
consumption of alcohol, and many consumers of 
ganja, bhang and charas would go in for alcohol. 

69. The wishes of the people are never consulted 
or considered in any way before opening a shop. 
There is no necessity of local public opinion in 
opening such shops. 

70. Yes ; there are some grounds to think that 
there is smuggling going on. People in Native 
States grow the plants and sell the same to the 
shopkeepers privately from the British parts. 
There is no taxation or rules for growing the plant 
in Native States, In my opinion Government 
must take the whole and sole right over these nar¬ 
cotic drugs, even from the Native States. This 
will make the matter safer. The rate should be 
made uniform and thereby illicit sale will be put a 
stop to. 

Oral evidence. 

Question 1 .—The written answers I have 
given are based upon my own knowledge. 

Question SO. —There are no shops licensed for 
consumption on the premises in the district of 
Satara. The places where people meet to smoke, 
drink or gamble are called “akbadas,” and the 
word has a somewhat disreputable meaning, If 
places were licensed for smoking and drinking of 
hemp drugs, they would not be frequented, and, 
if they were frequented, it would be worse than 
the present state of things for the morals of the 
people, because consumers would cease to feel 
shame, and the use of the drugs would be 
increased. There are no shops in my district 
where ready-made massala can be bought. I 
mentioned them because I had seen them in 
Benares. 

Question 35 .—The drugs I have named at 
the end of my answer are some intoxicating and 
some not. Nux vomica is intoxicating. I have 
seen a man who began to take one seed, and 
increased bis dose to three seeds a day, and 
finally died. I do not know that aconite and 
arsenic are intoxicating. Other drugs that 
might be taken are opium and jaipal (croton?). 
The effect of the latter is strongly purgative. I 
have known men to use these drugs as stimulants. 
I am only well acquainted with the use of nux 
vomica for the purpose. The seeds are soaked in 
cow's urine for seven days ; then they are put seven 
days into cow-dung, after an interval of seven 
days during which they were drying. The seeds 
are then boiled in milk and dried seven times. 
The beginner takes one quarter of a seed, and I 
have known a mau increase his dose to three seeds. 
A great many bairagis and fakirs visit Wai 
where I live, Dhatura is used by them, but not 
commonly. It is smoked with ganja. I never 
knew of the root or leaves of dhatura being used. 
I don’t know why the process of treating nux 
vomica seeds I have described is adopted, but I 
suppose it is to make them less strong. 

Question 46 .—I have personally known two 
instances of temporary insanity caused by the 
hemp drugs, and one instance of a man who 
became permanently insane. I know the parti¬ 
culars of these cases well. The men are perso¬ 
nally known to me. Two of them I have known for 
thirteen years, and one of them is dead. One case 
of permanent and one of temporary insanity 
occurred six or seven years ago, and one case of 
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temporary insanity occurred three years ago. 
They were all resident in my village. The 
permanent case was that of the son of a Brah* 
min landholder. He was about eighteen years 
old, and went to a party of ganja smokers com¬ 
posed entirely oi Brahmins. They were well- 
to-do persons, not priests or mendicants. One 
of the party invited the boy. Though he fre¬ 
quented this company, the boy did not smoke for 
a whole week. He gradually acquired the habit, 
and, after indulging and increasing the habit for 
three years, he went mad. He has property, 
but wanders about, careless of everything. He 
still smokes in that company. 1 say he is mad 
beoause he neglects bis property and hie ablutions. 
He is sometimes coherent and sometimes inco¬ 
herent. It is possible the boy was originally 
invited to join the company because he bad 
means. His property has suffered since he 
joined the party. It has been mortgaged. The 
company get nothing fiom him but ganja. The 
company was composed of men from twenty-five 
to thirty-five years of age. They were none of 
them drinkers of liquor. They were not of loose 
or vioious habits. The company was composed 
of some fifteen men. The village contains about 
fifteen hundred inhabitants. The young man in 
question was very strong and healthy before he 
began smoking ganja. I knew his father, who 
was a man of good physique. His relations are 
strong men. None have gone insane. I don J t 
remember the grand-parents. It is a family of 
good standing, and I know of no mad men in it. 
1 can say that the company did Dot indulge in 
anything but ganja. Some of the company 
were well known to me. I never sat with them 
wheD they smoked. The drugs I have mentioned 
in answer 35 could have been procured by them. 
They smoked daily. There is a ganja shop in 
my village. The company used to smoke 
together in a temple or in one another’s houses. 
They are all fairly well-to-do and of respectable 
families; but they are all regarded as disreputable. 
The houses were used by the young men for 
their meetings without the knowledge of their 
parents. These meetings were therefore, as far 
as possible, secret. Their families and their 
caste-fellows regarded their smoking with great 
disapprobation. I am personally acquainted with 
half of the company of smokers. They smoke 
in secret, and therefore their relations with their 
elders are not honest in that they involve con¬ 
cealment. They are none of them related to me. 
I knhw their habits, because I watched their 
actions. They have spoken to me about ganja, 
and therefore it is unlikely they have concealed 
other habits from me. The boy's father must 
have been dead when he first joined the company 
of smokers. He was a friend of my father. I 
am forty-two years of age. I have lived in my 
village for thirteen years, and 1 never saw the 
father during that time. I was away from my 
village ten years before that. The boy used to 
attend the village school. His uncle was in 
charge of him. His property has nearly ail been 
mortgaged. About one-fourth has been mort¬ 


gaged by his uncle or his elder brother. The 
uncle and brother were not ganja smokers. It 
must have been the boy's want of money that 
made them mortgage the property. The boy 
actually stole money from them. The hoy was 
not a liquor drinker or frequenter of prostitutes. 
The answer I have given under 49 is what I have 
been told. It is said that the sons of well-to-do 
people begin by taking the drug for this purpose, 
and the use of it grows upon them until bad 
results eventually ensue. In the case under, 
notice, the boy did not, ns far I know, take the 
drug for this purpose. I did not know this 
young man better than the other members of the 
company. The bad repute of the company pre¬ 
vented my becoming intimate with them. A man 
would not necessarily confess all his habits, such 
as the frequenting of prostitutes, because he 
confessed the use of ganja. 1 possess ' little 
medical knowledge. The scientific language 
used in my answer 46 is borrowed from a doctor 
to whom I related my experiences. I don't 
know physic enough to state how insanity is 
caused or what its symptoms are. None of the 
company of smokers hut the boy went mad. 
The other members of the company did not go 
to excess like the hoy did. The madness came 
upon tne boy gradually, and showed itself first by 
occasional neglect of his meals, until finally he 
became altogether careless of his food and every¬ 
thing else. One of the temporary eases went into 
the lunatic asylum. In that case bhang bad been 
used to excess. 

Question 48-—The want of intelligence I have 
mentioned has been noticed by myself in some 
five or six families. On my describing this to the 
doctor, he supplied the explanation that the 
children were wanting in ail the functions of the 
brain. There are other silly children in the 
village. I cannot say if the silly childten of the 
ganja smokers are more or less numerous than 
the other silly children. 

Question 59 ,—The recommendations I have 
made in this answer are, I think, necessary to 
control the use of the drug, The maximum of 
lawful possession is, I am told, five tolas, and I 
think that is a proper amount. Taxation should 
be increased in older that price should be raised 
and consumption discouraged. The hemp drugs 
are taxed much lighter than alcohol. People 
will go to cheaper drugs before they go to alcohol. 
Alcohol should always he kept at a higher price 
than the hemp drugs. We have a religious objec¬ 
tion to liquor, aDd therefore regard it as a worse 
habit than that of ganja. Excess in alcohol causes 
death more frequently than ganja does. I don't 
advocate total prohibition, because there is a. 
natural desire for stimulant, and people will have 
it in some form or other. 

Question 69.—* I should be in favour of stop¬ 
ping the sale of the hemp drugs in my village ; 
but if Government directs its efforts to reducing 
consumption gradually, I should be satisfied to 
leave the matter in its hands. 


103, Evidence of Rev. D. 0. Fox, Minister, Methodist Episcopal Church , 

Eooua . 


In answer to your question as to the effects of 
the use of ganja, permit me to state a case thnT 
has oome under my own observation. In 1891, 
while preaching to the people a man came to me 


much interested about the story of the Gospel. 
We encouraged him and taught him the Christian 
truths. 1 noticed from time to time a strangeness 
about his conduct. After his baptism I saw him 
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often. , I noticed more and more that there was 
something wrong about his physical condition 
that affected his mind. At times he was exceed¬ 
ingly restive. His eyes had a strange brightness 
and spittle ran from his mouth, I advised him 
to visit the hospital. I went with him in order 
to know about his case. Dr. McConagby, the 
Civil Surgeon, examined him but could not deter¬ 
mine what his trouble was, He gave him some 
medicine and asked me to bring him the next day. 
The next morning ha again examined him and 
was still uncertain as to his difficulty. He gave 
tne man medicine and requested him to come 
again the next day. That day I heard that the 
man used ganja. When we met the doctor the 
next day, I told him that the man smoked ganja, 
He replied with emphasis — “ That is what ails 
him. I had not thought of that. 1 ' I said— 


“ The man promises to give up the habit entirely.” 
The doctor said, “ Unless you keep him under 
your eye constantly he will never stop, and in 
time he will land in the lunatic asylum,” Over a 
year and a half has passed since this occurred. The 
man has continued to use the drug. He is often 
violent, has quarrels and fights with his neigh¬ 
bours. He is considered a nuisance in the commu¬ 
nity. Since I first knew him he has steadily 
failed both physically and mentally. He seems 
to he fulfilling Dr. MoConaghy’s prophecy. 
About eight months ago be gave up his employ¬ 
ment in the Municipality where he had worked 
for many years. He now is without employ¬ 
ment. He is unfit for work of any kind. 

From all that I have seenlof the effects of ganja, 
1 am satisfied that it is injurious to both the body 
and the mind of the user. 


104. Evidence of Desaibhai Kalidas, Brahmin (Khedaval ), Government 
Pleader and Public Prosecutor , Kaira. 


1. Being a constant visitor at Dakoie for the 
Darshana (worship) of Sri Ranch hod raiji Maha- 
raj since the last thirty years, and being in charge 
of an Annakshetra there for the sick and helpless 
sadbus, bairagis, etc., and for all sorts of helpless 
people in iheir sickness for the last nineteen years, 
1 had some opportunities of knowing the habits of 
sadbus, bairagis, religious mendicants, etc. ; and 
after the receipt of the following questions in the 
last month I personally went to Dakore—a place 
where thousands of such pilgrims are ever to be 
found, to collect aud verify the information given 
below. It consequently mainly refers to sadbus, 
etc., and other sorts of people who lead an ascetic 
life: wherever possible, information as to the 
habits of common people is also given. Chapters 
V and VI are the only ones dealt with. 

19. Charas is used only for smoking. Ganja is 
used for smoking as well as for being chewed and 
eaten after washing it in water. Ganja wheu 
chewed and eaten is stronger in effect than when 
smoked. Consequently, when fire is not procur¬ 
able, or when more intoxication is desired, ganja 
is chewed, 'there are very few people who use 
ganja like tins. The generality uses it in smok- 
ing ; ganja, instead of being smoked alone, is also 
smoked with layers of tobacco above and below. 
Cbaras is hardly obtainable in Gujarat; conse¬ 
quently it would not be far from truth to say that 
there are none in Gujarat addicted to charas smok- 
ing. 

20. Those who smoke ganja are to be found in 
great numbers at centres of pilgrimages; and most 
o‘f them are sadhus and bairagis and such other 
religions mendicants, who having left the world 
devote their life in pilgrimages and worship and 
meditation of God, Besides these, those who lead 
a vagabondish life and maintain themselves on the 
alms they get from Sadavrats are greatly addicted 
to ganja smoking. The three higher classes, 
Brahmans, Kshatriyas, and Vaishjas, look down 
upon these practices; and those who use ganja or 
charas are hated by the publio. Among the agri¬ 
cultural classes of Gujarat there are not many 
who are given to ganja smoking. They form.only 
a small number. 

In Dakore almost all the sadhus, bairagis, jan- 
garas, nagdas, dwarkawashis, teets, nanakshnis, 
etc., smoke ganja, and consequently a considerable 
portion of the male population of Dakore is also 
Addicted to the same habit by the company and 


example of the above people, and in the secrecy 
of tbeir resorts. 

Iq Gujarat this iiabit is not to be seen far and 
wide. What little ot it exists is to be found at 
theoentrjs of pilgrimages, such as Dakore, Sidha- 
pur, Chandod, Kadi, etc., and in towns and vil¬ 
lages where there are places and akhadas of 
sadhus and bairagis, eta. ; and it is from them 
tliat the habit radiates. The people of those vil¬ 
lages aud towns where here are mare of such 
places, or where many such sadhus, etc,, come and 
go, are greatly affeoted by this habit, and in pro¬ 
portion to their number they impart their con¬ 
tagion to the surrounding villages also. 

This habit is the result of company. But the 
use ot ganja is on the decrease in Gujarat owing 
to the spread of education, and the slow, but 
steady, growth of a healthy public opinion. 

Native-made tobacco oigarettes are greatly in 
demand now-a-days, and that ie the fashion of the 
time among the common people. Among the 
latter alcohol is also to some extent substituted 
among the lower grades of society. 

N B .—In answering the questions wherever 
" sadhus, etc.,” or “ sadhus, bairagis, etc.,” or simi¬ 
lar words are used, the following are meant to be 
included:—sadhus, bairagis, jangamg, nagdas, 
dwarkawashis, ateets, nanakshai, and such other 
people who are generally designated by the people 
as sadbus, or bairagis or abdhoots. 

Sanynsis, those referred to and explained in 
answer to question 2k, are not included in the 
above class. 

21, Three kinds of ganja are known in Gujarat 
as ascertained by me from the sadhus, etc., of 
Dakore—(1) gardo, (2) baluchar, and (3) lilavo. 
Balucbar is that in which the leaves are flattened 
and are with twigs. Lilavo is produced on the plant 
in the form of buds or flower tops. Their merit 
for the purpose of intoxication is in the order in 
whioh thoy are stated. In Gujarat only the lilavo 
kind of ganja is sold, and that is what i* generally 
used iu the province. Gardo and balucbar are 
hardly obtainable in Gujarat; and none of them 
is produced in the province. Chara* is also not 
produced in the province. Charas, gardo, and 
baluchar are not drunk like bhang after being 
crushed and powdered. This would bring on 
soreness and inflammation of the throat. Conse- 
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quently it is the lilavo kind of .ganja which is 
drunk like bhang. It is also eaten by chewmg. 

22. Charas, gardo, and baluchar are produced 
in Kashmir and Yarkand, They are used by 
people from that northern side of the country. 
Being considered capable of imparting great 
vigour and warmth to the body, the greater the 
severity of the winter and cold of the country, 
the greater is their use. 

Charas, which is at the head of the intoxicants 
produced out of the hemp plant, is collected and 
prepared as follows:—When the hemp plant, 
grown on the land from which baluchar and gardo 
kind of ganja is produced, reaches the height of 
6 feet, it is customary for men to put on a 
leather robe and move about in the field, whereby 
the gum-like sticky juice on the flowers gets 
attached to the leather robe. This juice is re¬ 
moved by means of a knife from off the robe, and 
is rolled up in the form of small pencil-like pieces. 
As much as is wanted for smoking is detached and 
smoked. 

23. Bhang is never used for smoking, so far as 
my source of information goes. 

24. As there is no objection to the use of 
bhang, it is capable of being used, and is in fact 
used, by those that have a taste for it from all the 
four classes—Brahmins, Kshatryas, Vaishyas, and 
Sudras. Bhang is greatly used in driuking in 
Kashi (Benares), Kashmir, Nepal, Mathura, Ajo- 
dhya, Hardwar, and Prayag. In Gujarat, people in 
Surat, Broach, and Baroda, also use it for driuking 
in the summer season as a cooling beverage. 

The sadhus, etc., do not as a rule use bhang as 
they use ganja. A great portion of the sanyasis, 
those belonging to the fourth state intended for a 
Hindu householder, drink bhang. In Chandod 
and Karnali these live in great numbers. 

25. Among the sadhus. bairagis, etc., the use of 
ganja and charas and that of bhang among the 
sanyasis is, so far as I am informed, the same. 
Ganja is most in favour with sadhus, etc. Among 
the common people in Gujarat the use of charas is 
not prevalent at all, and that of ganja is on the 
decrease—firstly, because public opinion is getting 
stronger against it owing to the influence and 
spread of education ; and, secondly, because liquor 
shopshaving been opened far and wide over the 
country and enticingly located have to a great 
extent veplaoed the former use of ganja by the 
labouring and lower classes. The use of bhang 
is also on the decrease, because the higher classes 
that took no objection to its use as a refreshing 
and a mild intoxicating drink have begun to dis¬ 
like it, it being against temperate habits, and not 
in consonance with the modern idea of refinement. 

26. Charas being hardly obtainable in Gujarat, 
there are almost none among the sadhus, etc,,in the 
province who use it. Ganja is almost universally 
used by all of their class; and all sadhus, etc., may 
he said to be habitual consumers, about 40 per 
cent, being excessive consumers. Bhang-drinking 
is not so much in existence among sadhus, 
bairagis, etc., as ganja-smoking. Prom the com¬ 
mon people in Gujarat there might be found 
about 400 persons who are habitual moderate 
consumers of bhang as a drink. On this side of 
India there are hardly any who can be called habi¬ 
tual excessive consumers of it. As for occasional 
moderate consumers, their number is very large 
but varying, and many respectable people may 
be among the number.. 

27. As said above, ganja smokers are most of 
them sadhus, bairagis, ateets, etc. They are most 


of them non-Brahmins, who having left the world 
for one -reason or another (whether of poverty, 
disinclination to undergo the toils of earning a 
livelihood, or from purely religious motives) take 
to this habit by the open practice of the class to 
which they belong. 

The rest are from all classes, hut those who 
take to this habit (of ganja-smoking in Gujarat) 
are generally leading a vagabondish life, who 
having no brains for useful pursuits, and having 
plenty of money and bad company, are avowed 
spendthrifts, or, being penniless and without em¬ 
ployment, kill their time by this sort of indul¬ 
gence in company of tbeir well-to-do friends or 
sadhus, etc. Such people coming in connection 
with brothels of vice, or being given to loafing 
habits, take to this as a pastime or to drown 
their moral degradation. This class is daily de¬ 
creasing. 

Bhang drinkers belong to all the classes, high 
and low, but the number is going down. Many 
addicted to it begin by using it as a cooling bever¬ 
age in the hot season, and by constant use in com¬ 
pany become victims of it. In feasts and friendly 
or marriage dinner parties, it is customary to pre¬ 
pare a mild bhang drink for amusement and for 
being able to do full justice to the dinner ex¬ 
pected, 

Sanyasis use bhang both as a cooling drink and 
for the purpose of concentration in study and 
meditation. 

A great portion of Shnstris (Pandits) also drink 
bhang as a help to the memory and concentra¬ 
tion. 

The zaveris (goldsmiths, those who deal in 
gold, and jewels, and pearls, etc.) always take 
bhang in order to be able to accurately value their 
articles of trade. 

29, Generally ganja is smoked alone by tbe 
sadhus, etc. Sometimes, however, tobacco is mix¬ 
ed with it. 

(4) The yakuti of ganja is prepared in the fol¬ 
lowing way Ganja is first washed in water and 
then dried ; and it is then crushed into a fine 
powder. Honey and sugarcandy is then mixed 
with it; and then nutmegs, cardamom, leaves of 
Laurus cassia, musk, cloves, mace, Thomea tut- 
pethium (a medicinal root for removing constipa¬ 
tion), long pepper, roots of piper are added on to 
the preparation as spices. This ynkuti of gan ja is 
used by wealthy people as a luxury for intoxicat¬ 
ing purposes. In Baroda a considerable amount of 
people are to be found who resort to this luxury. 
It is used by people who^ do not like to smoke 
ganja as being socially degrading. 

I am not aware of any preparation called 
bhang msssala sold in the Gujarat markets for tbe 
purpose of being mixed with bhang or the other 
two products of the hemp plant; but with minor 
variations, according to the practice of the various 
provinces, certain spices are added to bhang when 
it is prepared for drinking purposes. Black 
pepper com, dried rose leaves, and poppy seeds are 
always added after being crushed; and sugar, 
except sometimes with habitual drinkers, is also, 
always added. For making a rich drink of it, 
pistachio nuts and the seeds of the tree called 
Chirongia sapid a are also added to the preparation 
after being crushed. But a preparation called 
majurn, prepared out of bhang, is sold in the bazars 
of Gujarat town. It is prepared as follows: 

Bhang is washed with water and dried. It is 
then crushed into a fine powder and mixed with 
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milk. The latter is then turned into curds, aud 
this when ready is churned like ordinary curds 
to take out butter and make ghi (c'arified butter) 
out of it. Then cbasni (syrup) of sugar or sugar- 
candy is prepared, thasni being the Gujarati name 
for sugar boiled in preparation for conserves or 
sweetmeats. The ghi prepared as above is then 
thrown into it, and along with it all the spices used 
in preparing the yakuti of ganja as mentioned 
above are added. This when allowed to cool down 
and cut into square or irregular pieces is the 
majutn of bhang. 

80. The use of all these thvee drugs is the 
result of company, and it always takes place in 
company. It is hardly practised in solitude, 
except in the ease of eadhus and other people who 
are habitual excessive consumers; but in their 
case also now and then a company of smokers 
gathers together. In Gujarat I know of no 
females who use ganja or charas in any form. 
Cbaras being hardly in use here, it is only ganja 
which is also totally confined to the male sex. It 
is above the age of fifteen that among common 
people ganja smokers are to be found. Among 
sadhus, young men below this age might be found 
smoking gsnja. Female sadhus and bairagis 
sometimes smoke ganja, Bhang as a drink is 
sometimes given to children above seven when in 
company of their malo relations or friends. But 
that is rare and in very small quantity. Females 
sometimes take bhang as a drink during the hot 
season when offered by their male relations, but 
seldom of their own accord. The majum of bhang 
is sometimes used by uncared for or vagaboud 
children above the age of ten, and perhaps by 
females; but that is very rare. Exoept tho use of 
bhang before dinner parties and in the hot 
season, and by sanyasis, zaveria, shastris, and a few 
habitual consumers, the use of the other two drugs 
cannot be said to be prevalent in Gujarat to a 
considerable extent, except among the sadhus, etc., 
at centres of pilgrimages, and in their places and 
resorts wherever they be. 

31. The habit of using bhang as a drink is not 
difficult to be formed. Tho drink preparation 
being delicious is liked, and may very soon grow 
into a habit. But the use of it for a day or two 
does not dispose a person to have it the next day. 
A long use of it does form the habit. Intoxicants 
•when once formed into a habit are always 
difficult to break off, because when once habituated 
the person feels a sense of depression without the 
particular intoxicant used by him. But the diffi¬ 
culty does, indeed, differ in degree. Opinm, for 
instance, is very difficult to leave off. Charas 
might come next, then ganja, and then bhang. 
Tho latter, however, can be left off when the habit 
is moderate without any great sense of depression. 
With a little more effort gauja can also be left 
off. 

Yes; all these drugs when once habitually 
used in a moderate degree develop the habit; and 
when they are assimilated with the system, the 
person habituated must increase the dose iu order 
to have the same amount of intoxication. 

32, It is not customary in Gujarat to supply 
any of these drugs at the two important occasions 
of life, marriage and death, when friends and 
relatives assemble together. As said above, some¬ 
times iu marriage feasts some friends meet to¬ 
gether and prepare the bhang drink ; but that is 
hardly supplied by the host. Being taken by a 
select company, it is never excessive, but always 
temperate. But these are not the occasions when 


the use of bhang as a drink ever develops into a 
habit. 

On the great Hindu holiday of Shivaratri, 
the followers of Shiva consider it to be an act 
of great merit to prepare the bhang drink and 
pour it over the Shiv Ling (the idol of Shiva), 
and then it is considered allowable and meritorious 
to drink it. Bhang taken as a drink is never 
injurious to the health if it is moderately used. 
To habitual moderate or excessive consumers of it 
it causes flatulency, but it is considered to be 
strengthening the semen virile, 

33. Among the three higher classes—Brahmins, 
Kshatriyas, aud Vaishyas of Gujarat—the use of 
ganja (and much more so of cbaras) is always looked 
down upon, and never favourably considered. 
The person using it is looked upon as vagabond 
and a scamp, and it is considered as a serious blot 
on his reputation. The majority of all the three 
classes heartily hate the use of ganja. Conse¬ 
quently, when any one belonging to these three 
classes smokes or otherwise uses ganja, he has to 
do it in secret, and is ashamed of it in public. 
Such is the public opinion on this side against 
the use of ganja; but if one openly smokes it, lie 
does not thereby lose his caste, as in the case of 
liquor or wine drinking. 

Among the agricultural classes also ganja 
smoking is to he found to a small degree only. 
On this side, even among the Sudras, ganja 
smoking is so unfavourably looked upon that oue 
from that class also would consider it low breeding 
to use it iu public. The use of ganja for smok¬ 
ing and other purposes is in disrepute in Gujarat, 
because it is, firstly, a stronger intoxicant than 
bhang, and all sorts of intoxicants are disallowed 
and looked down upon by the higher and healthy 
public opinion of the province; and, secondly , 
because smoking of anything in any form is 
always in disrepute with the Hindus. Among 
the sadhus, bairagis, etc., ganja smoking is 
openly practised for the beneficial effects which 
it produces, and which are congenial to the con¬ 
ditions of their order of life. 

So far as I am aware of, the hemp plant is 
never worshipped by any class of people in 
Gujarat. 

The use of bhang as a drink is never unfavour¬ 
ably regarded by the public, except where the 
habit is excessive. Bhang is generally in favour 
with the general public. 

34. The use of bhang as a drink would not at 
all be difficult to leave off, it being a mild intoxi- 
oant. Only to the habitual excessive consumer it 
would require some exertion and strength of mind 
to overcome the habit. Ganja and charas being 
stronger intoxicants would require proportionately 
still greater exertion to leave off their use. But 
none of the three are, like opium, quite difficult 
to leave off, and none would involve serious priva¬ 
tion to forego their use so far as the consumer is 
not a sadhu, bairagi, etc. 

Almost all sadhus, bairagis, etc., use ganja 
for smoking purposes, and with them it would be 
a serious thing to forego its use; because being 
poor and always travelling, and living in open air 
without any warm clothing or any clothing to 
allay the effects of heat and cold, the conditions 
of their habit of life necessitate its use. 

Bhang drinkers during the hot season form a 
Considerable number, about 15 or 20 per cent., 
in Gujarat. In Northern India and at places 
Buch as Mathura, Benares, etc., its Use is of course 
very great. Those who in Gujarat use it occa- 
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sionally on occasions of dinner parties and feasts 
are much fewer, Habitual drinkers of bhang ail 
round the year cannot be more than 200 in the 
whole of Gujarat. If the number of zaveris 
(goldsmiths) and shastris who drink it, perhaps 
habitually, for brightening their perception and 
memory, be added, the whole number would stand 
at about 400 in the whole of Gujarat. 

Ganja smokers other than sadhus, etc., cannot 
be more than 5 per ceut. Cbaras is hardly to be 
had in Gujarat. Consequently, there is no appre¬ 
ciable number of men who smoke it. 

35. It would neither be feasible nor advisable 
to totally prohibit the use of these drugs, because 
they are in that case sure to be consumed illicitly. 
And I am sure among the sadhus, bairagis, etc,, 
the prohibition of ganja would occasion serious 
discontent, because besides being used as a pas¬ 
time, it is looked upon as a necessity by the con¬ 
ditions of theif order of life, and especially as 
curbing the carnal desires. 

I cannot exactly say whether total prohibition 
of ganja would or would net cause political 
danger if it we>e extended to the whole of India. 
Bat I can say for Gujarat that the number of 
consumers is so small and ever changing —most of 
them being sadhus, etc., moving about the coun¬ 
try—that no political danger is to be feared from 
a total prohibition of the use of ganja, though 
serious disoontant cannot be avoided at such 
uncalled-for interference. But in the north of 
India, aud all over the country, there is such a 
large portion of the population who are sadhus 
that these, having nothing at stake, aud being 
reckless and easily irritable people, it would not bo 
politic to meddle with them. 

As a great portion of the ganja and cbaras con¬ 
sumers are sadhus, etc., they are not likely to take 
to alcoholic stimulants, these being forbidden by 
the religion and their order. A great portion of 
those from the common people have already taken 
ta alcohol, the lower classes who live upon manual 
labour. Those who are habitual bhang drinkers 
are also not likely to have recourse to alcoholic 
stimulants if the use of bhang be prohibited. 
Most of the bhang drinkers being taken from the 
good and respectable classes, they are, as said 
above, not likely to take to alcohol. But the 
remaining people who use it for intoxication are 
likely to migrate to alcoholic use, aud I am able 
to say that some already have. 

36. Yes; the liquor shops having been too 
temptingly looated without any exercise of the 
right of local option, alcohol has been of late to a 
great extent substituted for bhang and ganja 
and opium. This substitution is due— 

fatly —to the too tempting location of the shops 
in all the parts of towns, this being due 
to the present farming system whereby 
it is the interest of the contractor to raise 
as much revenue and as much profit by 
his business as possible; 

2ndly —the want of local option, whereby the 
wishes of the inhabitants of the neigh¬ 
bourhood are disregarded as to the loca¬ 
tion of the shops ; and 

Srdly —the article being sold ready-made, requir¬ 
ing no accompaniments or paraphernalia 
as bhang, ganja, or charas would do, and 
being for the above two reasons ready at 
hand, is preferred to both of these. 

As for the proof of the substitution of alcohol 
for these drugs among the common people, the 
increase in the revenue derived from alcoholic 


stimulants is a sure indication of this and of 

nothing else. 

37. The difference in the effects of charas from 
ganja smoking, so far as I have been able to 
ascertain from the sadhus, etc., is that while the 
former does not cause constipation of the bowels, 
the latter does so long as its effect lasts. If 
ganja is smoked just at the time when one is dis¬ 
posed to answer the call of nature, his bowels 
would be constipated so long as the effeot would 
last; but alter the intoxication haB gone down 
they would move. 

The smoking of lilavo ganja causes taja garni, 
as the native doctors call it—a disposition to skin 
diseases. It also brings on headache. 

Charas, garda, or baluebar smoking does not 
cause these jusc mentioned effects. It simply 
brings on a refreshing sort-of rosy intoxication. 

38. Except the effects of smoking lilavo ganja 
which are mentioned in the just preceding answer 
those of gardo and balnchar differ only in degree. 

40. In cases of lohiwa (a disease of women of 
daily menstruating blood instead of at the menses 
time) the use of bhang is considered as a medicine, 
and it produces a beneficial effect. The strength 
and staying-power imparted for sexual purposes 
by bhang when used ae a drink is also well- 
known. 

41. (a) The moderate uBe of charas and ganja 
creates good appetite and acts as a food-digestive. 
It also increases strength of body. 

The use of bhang as a drink also whets the 
appetite and acts as a food digestive, but so long 
as its effect continues. 

Both the moderate habitual and the moderate 
occasional use produce the same effect in the case 
of the drugs ; the latter on account of being not 
assimilated with the system ps a habit, being in 
degree moro effective than the former 

(J) (-haras and ganja, in proportion to their 
respective intoxicating power, keep great warmth 
in the body in cold season and countries; owing to 
their use, cold does not affect the body; the 
effects of sleeplessness and fatigue are counter¬ 
acted and idleness is removed. Sadhus, bairagis, 
etc., use these two drugs more than any other 
because by their help they are enabled to live and 
lie in open air in severe weather without anything 
to spread or cover tbeir body, and because they can 
safely bathe with cold water in any weather with¬ 
out feeling cold or shiver. For these effects the 
moderate habitual use of the drugs is necessary. 

(d) The habitual moderate use of charas and 
ganja removes moodiness, keeps the mind cheerful, 
enables full concentration of mind in their worship 
aud prayers, weakens and destroys the semen virile, 
and thereby deadens sexual desires—the most 
necessary desideratum for sadhus, etc.—makes the 
body vigorous and energetic, and increases courage 
and promotes the power of sufferance. 

Charas and ganja are used by sadhus, bairagis,' 
etc., lor these purposes, so that they may be able 
to worship God with concentration without any 
fatigue and the effects of exposure, etc. 

The sanyasis use bhang, but never ganja or 
eharas, for the purpose of concentration iu study 
and meditation. 

43. The sadhus, etc., use these drugs in order to 
be able to bear with cheerfulness the toils and 
programme of tbeir order of life; consequently 
they are necessarily inoffensive to the public at 
large, aud the moderate consumers of these drugs. 
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taken from the common people are also inoffensive 
to their neighbours. The moderate use of these 
drugs never tends to make the consumer trouble¬ 
some and offensive to his neighbourhood. 

44. The immediate effect of the moderate use 
of all the three drugs on the habitual consumer 
is indeed refreshing. Being habitual, it does not 
produce intoxication, but it infuses vigour and 
strength in the system. It would never allay 
hunger, but would whet appetite and help diges¬ 
tion. Comparatively the effect of bhang lasts for 
a longer time than that of ganja. So long as the 
effect of bhang continues, it acts as a digestive, 
but after it ha3 gone down it produces windiness. 

The use of charas and ganja necessitates the 
use of milk, sugar or sugarcundy, and ghi (clarified 
butter), for without them health would be under¬ 
mined. But if they are taken, strength of body 
would increase. Similarly, if proper food be not 
taken, health would be seriously undermined, and 
blood would consume away. Those who use these 
two drugs like very much to eat sweetmeats, and 
believe that without the latter the body would be 
wasted away. 

45. The moderate habitual use of charas or 
ganja makes the consumer easily irritable and 
impatient of contradiction. It also impairs his 
virile powers seriously. The use of bhang, on the 
contrary, makes the eonsumer of a very quiet and 
considerate disposition, and his virile powers get 
stronger. 

As said above, ganja and charas impair and 
undermine the health if proper food be not taken 
after their use. The food should be necessarily 
cooliug in order to counteract the effects of these 
drugs. Ganja and charas do neither injure diges¬ 
tion nor cause loss of appetite, but, on the 
contrary, whet it. Bhang, so long as its effect 
continues, creates appetite, bat after it is over it 
produces flatulency and loss of appetite. 

46. The habitual excessive use of charas and 


ganja totally destroys the virile powers and makes 
the mind irritable and defiant at the least provoca¬ 
tion. Ganja causes strong constipation of the 
bowels. 

47. I can say that even the moderate habitual 
use of charas or ganja produces certain perma¬ 
nent effects on the system of the children. The 
child becomes irritable and constipative ; its eyes 
get weak ; the growth of hair on the head is very 
small; it does not grow vigorous, and its limbs 
do not develop so much. The form remains 
diminutive. 

48. The habitual excessive use of ganja or 
charas produces similar effects in a proportionately 
greater degree. But in both these cases, if 
proper and oooling food be taken, the effects are 
counteracted. 

49. As has been more than once incidentally 
stated in answers to some previous questions, the 
effect of ganja and charas teuds to produce im¬ 
potence ; and greater the use, the greater the 
tendency to that end, Bhang strengthens the 
virile powers and makes the consumers disposed 
to it. 

51. A good percentage of bad characters may 
be habitual consumers of ganja, moderate or 
excessive] but the use of this is not the cause of 
their committing crimes. Neither are all ganja 
and charas consumers criminal classes or bad 
characters, nor do all criminal classes or bad 
characters use them necessarily. Crime has no 
connection with the use of these drugs. 

55. Sometimes I have heard of cases in which 
the smoking of ganja, or the drinking of bhang, 
or the eating of the majum of bhang, has been 
the preliminary, whereafter the victims of it were 
made to do things which in their consciousness 
they would never have done, e.g,, of signing a 
document detrimental to the signatory's interests, 
or the parting with of an ornament without 
I knowing its consequences. 


105. Eoidenoe of Rao Bahadur Govindrao Rajiohandri Garud, Pleader 

Phulia , Khandesh. 


1. From enquiries and general information. 

2. The only products known in this district of 
the hemp plant are bhang (leaves of the plant) 
and ganja (the flowering top). The definitions 
given iu question may be accepted for this district. 

8. The hemp plant does not grow spontaneous¬ 
ly in the district of which I have knowledge. 

4. It is known by two names, t'.e., bhang and 
ganja as mentioned in answer No. 2. Yes; they 
refer to the same plant. 

5. I have no personal information on the point. 

6. It does not grow wild in this district, so I 
can give no information. 

7. Yes, in some villages, particularly in the 
Jalgaon Taluka. 

(a) For the production of ganja. 

(c) For the ueo of bhang. 

Reliable statistics of the area under cultivation 
can be obtained from the Collector of the distriot, 

8. I hear there is no considerable increase or 
decrease in the area of cultivation. 

10. There is no special class which cultivates 
hemp for narcotic properties; so far as I know it 
is cultivated by ordinary agriculturists. 


11. It is not produced from the seed of wild 
hemp. 

12. No, so for as I know. 

18. Yes, it is restricted. It cannot be culti¬ 
vated without a license from the Collector of the 
distriot. 

14. Ganja and bhang. In the Jalgaon taluka 
to a small extent. 

15. Cultivated hemp plant-is used for smoking, 
eating and drinking, and prepared in the following 
methods: — 

For smoking ,—The flowering top of the plant is 
rubbed on hand and repeatedly washed with 
water, and then mixed with tobacco and 
smoked in the pipe. 

For eating ,—The pounded leaves are eaten 
without any admixture; but in rare cases 
sugar is mixed in it. Also sweet cakes are 
prepared from the decoction of the leaves 
called majum or yakuti. 

For drinking .—The dry leaves of the plant are 
usually used for drinking purposts. They 
are reduced iuto paste and then mixed 
with water, aud the solution thus pre¬ 
pared is strained through a cloth more 
than once, and when thus prepared, it 
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is used for drinking. The preparation is made 
strong or mild as required. 

17. There is no particular class of people to 
whom the preparation of the hemp drug is re- 
strioted. 

18. They do deteriorate, but do not quite lose 
their effects. They keep good for not more than 
a year. Weather causes deterioration. I cannot 
suggest any measures to prevent deterioration. 

19. Ganja is used here only for smoking. 

20. A small portion of the poorer classes smoke 
ganja. There is no particular locality to which 
the use is confined, but it is used more in places 
where the climate is damp and malarious. 

21. Ganja prepared for smoking is generally flat 
and round. 

22. Cbaras is not to be had here or used. 

28. Bhang is not used for smoking in this dis¬ 
trict. 

24. Marwadi and pardesi classes more generally 
eat and drink bhang, but even among them the 
proportion is not large. The use is not restricted 
to any particular locality or portion of the district. 

25. I do not- think the use of these drugs is on 
the increase. 

26. In this district among the consumers of 
bhang and ganja the number of habitual moderate 
consumers is pretty large; (c) the number of occa¬ 
sional moderate consumers is not very large. hi) Oc¬ 
casional excessive consumers are also, I think, rare. 
(A) The number of habitual excessive consumers is 
very small. 

27. I caunot give definite information on the 
point. 

29. Tn the case of ganja tobacco is invariably 
mixed, and that of bhang the mixture is usually 
of pepper and some massala and sugar. Some¬ 
times milk is also used to give flavour to the drink 
by well-to-do persons accustomed to drink bhang. 
Dhatura is very rarely used and only by exces¬ 
sive smokers of ganja with the object of get¬ 
ting more intoxicated. Yes, the bhang massala 
is sold by grocers. The more usual ingredients 
of bhang massala are as follows :— 

(1) Badi shop (aniseed); (2) kasni; (3) gulab 
kali (rose buds) ; (4) miri,*.e., kali miri (pepper); 
(5) badam (almond); (6) kakdi ka bij (cucumber 
seeds); (7) khaskhas (poppy seed); (8) vilayachi 
(cardamom) ; (9) sakar (sugar); (10) dudha 
(milk); (11) dhane (coriander seed). 

When this massala is mixed with sugar, milk 
and bhang, it is called dudhiya. 

30. The consumption of these drugs is prac¬ 
tised more iu company than in solitude. It is 
mainly confined to the male sex above the age of 
25 or 30. It is not at all usual for children on 
this side of any classes to consume any of these 
drugs. 

31. Not, except in the case of reckless persons 
when in the association of habitual consumers. It 
is not difficult to break off the habit, if not of a long 
standing. Necessarily the drugs have no tendency 
of increasing the habit, but is increased by the 
association of people habituated to the excessive 
use of the drugs. 

32. The only custom known in this part of the 
district is that worshippers of the god Mahadev 
regard bhang as the favourite drug of that god 
and some use it devotjonally on the Shivaratra and 


other Shiva fasting days. On the night of the 
Shivaratra holiday the worshippers of the god 
Mahadev, in worshipping the god, bathe the god 
with bhang and then use the liquid as a sacred drink, 
Yes; the use is considered sacred and essential 
by the devotees of Mahadev. To he temperate 
or excessive depends on the habit of consumers. 
If it is excessive, it would be injurious. 

33, By tbe non-consumers it is not favourably 
regarded. There is no public opinion worth men¬ 
tioning, either religious or social, iu this part of 
the country iu regard to the practice. I attribute 
tbe sentiment to the intoxicating properties of 
the drug. The worshipping of the hemp plant is 
not known in this part of the country, 

34, Yes; it would, I think, be a serious privation, 
particularly in the case of ascetics, to forego the 
consumption, as it is a sine qua non of their iti¬ 
nerant life. The exact number of the class cannot 
be given, but it is a pretty large one, 

35. (a) I think it would not be feasible. (6) 
Yes; it would be consumed illicitly, (e) By en¬ 
acting a severe law prohibiting the cultivation, 
importation and sale of these drugs, (d) Yes, 
I think so. ( e ) Yes, not unlikely. (/) No, not 
to a perceptible extent, great many people such 
as bairagis and other ascetics, as well as men of 
several classes who now use these drugs, will never 
stoop to U66 alcoholic stimulants instead. Other 
drugs such as dhatura, bachanaga, etc., as well as 
opium will likely be resorted to. 

36. No ; I do not think. 

38. I can say nothing. 

89. I think smoking must rather be injurious 
than eating or drinkiug. 

40. I do not think the native doctors pre¬ 
scribe the use of these drugs as a medicine. But 
the superior kind of bhang is used by native 
doctors as an ingredient in medicine used for diar¬ 
rhoea and other bowel complaints. Yes ; Ihe drugs 
are used in the treatment of certain cattle-diseases. 
But bhang is often given in flour to fatigued 
horses and bullocks to refresh them, and it is 
given to cattle for increasing their appetite. 

41. Yes. Bhang is considered to be so. Yes; 
according to native works on medicine bhang has 
febrilu'ge properties and is used in malarious and 
unhealthy tracts with such object. It is used as 
a sort of refresher which keeps spirit. 

All classes use the drug, but their proportion 
is small in this part of' the country. I refer to 
t)ie moderate habitual use. 

42. The moderate use of bhang is harmless. 
But the smoking of ganja is rather injurious to 
health, 

43. Yes, they are inoffensive. 

44. The effect of moderate use of these drugs 
is refreshing. Yes, it produces intoxication. It 
does not allay hunger. Yes, it creates appetite. 

47. I don't think. 

48. I don't think the excessive use of any of 
these drugs leads to an hereditary habit or in any 
way affects the children of the consumer. 

53, I don't think and I am not aware of any 
such case. 

54. I don't think. 

58. I am not acquainted with the system. 

61. Charas is produced, I hear, in this dis¬ 
trict. 
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68, There are no houses and shops, as far as I 
learn, in this district licensed for the sale of these 
drugs on the premises of which they are consum¬ 
ed, 

69. No ; wishes of the people are not consulted 


(not even for the vend of liquor) before a shop 
is opened. No, I don't think. 

70. I think the duty is fully paid. I think 
not. 


106. Evidence of Rao Bahadur Huchrao Achut Harihar, Deshast Brahmin , 

Pleader , District Court, Belgaum . 


1, The answers to the questions below are framed 
from several investigations made by me with 
regard to the hemp drugs, my chief sources of in¬ 
formation being the ganja contractor and the per¬ 
sons who habitually use the hemp drugs, and 
others. 

I have had no sufficient and detailed informa¬ 
tion before I received these questions. I had 
some general information, by the light of which I 
made careful inquiries ou the receipt of these 
questions. 

2. The narcotic articles referred to in the ques¬ 
tions aro l.ically known by the following names; 
Ganja, bhang or subji, and charas. 

The plant which produces these above things is 
locally known as the “ ganja plant.” Ganja plant 
does not grow iu this district, but it is said that 
if grows in the Satara, Ahmednagar and some 
other districts. Ganja is not manufactured here- 
Only tho flat ganja is imported here from some 
Other districts, where it is grown and manufac¬ 
tured. Bhang is seldom used. Round ganja and 
charas are not at all used, nor are they sold here. 
But a very few people possess a very small quan. 
tity of charas obtained directly from the place 
where it is manufactured. 

Ganja plant produces three things, viz., ganja, 
chara 3 and bhaug. Ganja consists of dried flower¬ 
ing tops of female ganja plant. It is made flat 
by being trodden under foot aud also pressing it 
under a heavy weight. Bhang consists of dried 
and broken leaves of the ganja plant. Charas 
consists of the sticky substance or resinous matter 
which sticks to the palm of the hand while re¬ 
moving the leaves of the ganja plant, aud which 
substauce is shaped into small pills. 

3 to 6. I have no information. 

7. No; but there is a species of hemp plant 
known as “ambada” in the Marathi language and 
‘ f poondi ” in Canarese, which is used for cordage 
or fibre; but it is quite different from the hemp 
plant which is referred to in the questions. 

13. It is not cultivated iu this distriot, but in 
the Satara, Ahmednagar and other districts. Its 
cultivation is not common to all districts. They 
say it does not require a heavy and constant rain¬ 
fall, so its cultivation in some parts of this district 
is not impossible. But I cannot exactly say why 
its cultivation is totally neglected iu this district. 

14. No. 

18. Ganja and bhang (don’t know about charas) 
deteriorate by keeping long. Yes, it loses in 
quality in time. With ordinary care it will be 
kept good for about a year. The special measures 
to keep it from deterioration consist in exposing it 
to air and not allowing it to have any contact 
with dampness or water. 

(1) Statistical return for the year 1892-98 
vol. vii. 


showing the revenue of the whole district of Bel¬ 
gaum 


Talukas. 

Rs. 

1 Cantonment of Belgaum 

. 355 

1 Town of Belgaum 

. 800 

1 Taluka Chikodi 

. 895 

1 „ Athani . 

. 210 

1 „ Gokak . 

. 315 

1 „ Parasgad 

. 160 

1 „ Sampgaum . 

. 790 

1 „ Khanapur . 

. 3yo 

3,905 


(2) The revenue of the year 1893-94, Rs. 8,687. 

19. Ganja is only used here for smoking. Cba- 
ras is very rarely or not at all used. 

20. Almost all tho gosawis and bairagis and 
(some) professional songsters use ganja for smok¬ 
ing. Some lower classes of Hindus and Muham* 
madans also use it in temples, in their respective 
bouses and in other places iu company of their 
friends. 

Proportion of smokers cannot be ascertained. 

21. Flat ganja only is used here for smoking. 
“ Chur ” is used by the poorer classes. 

22. Charas is not at all used here. 

23. Bhang is never used for smoking in this 
district, 

24. Bhang is prepared into “ ghota” and used 
for drinking by some people in almost all the 
classes. Bhang is eaten in the form of “ majum ” 
tablets, whieh are. prepared by the admixture of 
bhang, sugar and ghee. Proportion of the people 
cannot be ascertained. 

26. The use of ganja at)d bhang is reported to 
have increased, because— 

Idly —Population iB increasing with rapid 
strides. 

2ndly —These are comparatively cheap intoxi- 
cants. 

3rdly —Contagious influence of the surround¬ 
ings in the lower classes. 

4My —Want of education among the back¬ 
ward classes. 

26. Cannot be ascertained. 

28. Moderate consumers use one tola of ganja, 
whereas habitual excessive consumers use five tolas 
per diem. The price of a tola here is six pies. 

29. Tobacco is ordinarily mixed with ganja by 
consumers aud dhatura also is sometimes mixed 
by some people, the object being that the ad¬ 
mixture produces more intoxication. Bhang mas- 
sala is not sold here, but the massala consists of 
sugar, poppy seeds, owa, ginger, and cocoanut 
juioe, 

30. Extent of consumption in solitude or in 
company cannot be ascertained. It is consumed 
by the male sex above twelve years of age-at any 
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stage of life. But the female sex also in lower 
classes, for instance, bowas and bairagis, use the 
drug. 

31. The practice is easily formed by keeping com¬ 
pany with habitual consumers. It is difficult to 
break off this habit. Moderate use of it has a 
tendency to develop into an excess. 

82. Though the use of these drugs is forbidden 
by religion, it is a custom among some Hindus to 
take bhang in the form of ghota (drink) on some 
religious occasions, viz., Dnrga Puja, Kojagar, 
Shivaratra, etc. 

33. People of some position in this part of the 
country never use ganja or bhang. They regard 
it as a disrepute, and the society also looks down 
upon those who use these drugs with contempt. 
I am not aware of any custom of worshipping the 
ganja plant, as it is not at all cultivated here. 

84. To forego the consumption of the drug 
would be a privation to the consumers. Ganja 
smoking and ghota drinking keep the consumers 
in humour and easy. Its absence would neces¬ 
sarily create uneasiness ; the consumers would 
seem to miss an important thing and they would 
even rave like mad men ; without it they always 
seem to labour under some anxiety ; their diges¬ 
tive power is also greatly impaired; they grow 
weaker and weaker day by day. Probable number 
cannot bo ascertained. 

35. Regard being had to questions 40, 41 and 
44, it would not be feasible to prohibit the total 
use of any of these drugs. If it is prohibited 
totally, there is every probability of its being 
consumed illicitly. Such prohibition should be en¬ 
forced by raising taxation by legislative enact¬ 
ments. Such prohibitiou would for some time 
produce discontent amongst the consumers. Such 
discontents have not the slightest tendency to in¬ 
volve political danger of any sort. The total pro¬ 
hibition of ganja and bhang is likely to be followed 
by recourse to alcoholic stimulants. 

36. Can’t say, 

37. Chavas is not at all used here, but from in¬ 
formation received I learn that it is more intoxicat¬ 
ing than ganja smoking. 

38. Only flat ganja is used here. Chur ganja 
is used by the poorer classes of consumers, The 
chur is less intoxicating than the flat ganja. 

39. It is said that the smoking of ganja and 
chavas are less injurious than eating ganja and 
drinking “ghota ” of bhang. 

40. Ganja is prescribed by native doctors for 
piles and fistula. It is also used for fomentations 
externally for the same diseases ; also used as sti. 
mulant and tonic for cattle and also for cattle 
diseases with some admixtures, 

41. Yes, the use of ganja and bhang is beneficial 
in its effeots— 

(a) as digestive; 

(4) as alleviating fatigues and to give slay¬ 
ing power under severe exertion or expo¬ 
sure; 

(c) as preventive of disease in malarious and 
unhealthy tracts; 

(d) it stops diarrhoea, relieves pains in the 
rectum. It is, as a smoke, also used to 
remove or relieve syphilitic bone pains. 

Fakirs and bairagis, professional musicians and 
labouring classes smoke ganja and drink bhang 
moderately aud habitually in cases (a), (&) and 
(o). Bawas and bairagis cook it with their meals 


even. In the case of (d) it is used by all classe 

occasionally. 

42. It is said to be harmless as well as 
beneficial. Many persons have been taking it for 
a long time and are perfectly healthy. 

48. Almost all of them are inoffensive, 

44. Immediate effect exhilaration of spintB, 
attended with a peculiar kind of hallucination of a 
pleasing kind. Refreshing to a certain extent. In¬ 
toxication later on. It in the first place produces 
hunger. Yes ; it creates appetite. Effect lasts for 
between two and four hours. The want of sub¬ 
sequent gratification produces longing and some 
uneasiness. 

45. No. 

46. Excessive habitual use of any of these drugs 
does impair the constitution; does injure the 
digestion and causes loss of appetite; produces 
asthma and dysentery; impairs the moral sense and 
induces laziness. It is not likely to produce 
habits of debauchery. It deadens the intellect 
and it is likely to produce insanity. 

47. The habit does not seem to be hereditary. 
Surroundings do influence the children in con¬ 
tracting this habit. It does not affect the pro¬ 
geny of the moderate consumers. 

48. Regard being had to the answer to question 
46, there is a tendenoy to affect the children of the 
excessive consumers to a certain extent. 

49. Yes; ganja and bhang are prescribed by 
native hakims and quacks as an aphrodisiac with 
other medicines. It is said to he used by pros¬ 
titutes not exactly as an aphrodisiac; but it is 
given to young girls to prevent pain in the first 
coition. Not more injurious. Does not produce 
impoteDcy. 

51. Not in the majority of cases. The mo¬ 
derate use has nothing to do with any crimes. 
It in the form of “ majum ” is said to be used 
by thieves in drugging persons to facilitate theft; 
but it is very generally mixed with dhatura, 

53. No. 

54. I am not aware of any such cases. 

55. Yes, to facilitate theft and rape. Com* 
plete stupefaction can be induced without admix¬ 
tures if administered to those who are never in 
the habit of using ganja. 

57. As far as my information goes, ganja and 
ebaras are not eaten in this district. I hear ganja 
mixed with sugar is eaten in the Beugal presi¬ 
dency. 

58. The present system of Excise Administra¬ 
tion seems, as far as I am aware, to be working 
well in this district, and hence no improvement 
appears to be necessary for the present. 

60. Ganja is not produced in this district. 

61. Chares is cot produced in this district. 

62. Hemp plant is not cultivated in this dis¬ 
trict. 

63. At present the contractors make wholesale 
purchases of ganja and bhang and sell them in 
retail to the customers. The original quality of 
these drugs is not spoiled by these contractors by 
adulteration and other foul moans. As long as 
this is the case, there seems no need of improve¬ 
ment in this direction. However, the maximum 
quantity of these drugs, much less than that 
allowed in Form A of the rules framed under the 
Abkari Act of If 78, which at a time should be 
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sold to the customers in retail, should, in view of 
discouraging excessive use, be fixed as in the case 
of opium and alcohol. Tbe rates also should be 
regulated. 

64. I see no objection to tbe existing Regula¬ 
tions governing the import of these drugs. 

65. The present taxation on ganja and bhang 
is consistent and just with reference to each other, 
but as compared with other intoxicants (alcohol, 
etc.) it is very low. It would therefore be expe¬ 
dient to raise the present taxation on the drugs. 
By so doing its wide use would be discouraged. 

66 . There should be no different rates of taxa¬ 
tion on the three different kinds of ganja grown 
in Bengal and in different localities, because the 
equality of taxation is to be maintained, and tbe 
Government will not be put to trouble in inves¬ 


tigating the different qualities of tbe different 
kinds of ganja. 

67. As the consumers do not seem to murmur 
to pay tbe present tax, I see no objection to the 
present method of taxing ganja and bhang, 

68 . There are no sUch Bhops or houses here. 
But there should be such, and those too should 
be situated in markets and other public places. 

69. At present the wishes of tbe people are 
not consulted before a shop is opened. Local 
opinion ought, I think, to be thus considered, 

70. For the better administration of excise, 
and to remove all doubts of smuggling, it would 
be reasonable to purchase from the Native States 
their rights of selling ganja and bhang by giving 
them adequate compensation as in the ease of 
toddy, etc. 


107. Evidence of Naro Dhakadeo, Ttrahmin, Pleader , Jalgaon , District 

Khandesh. 


]. I have had no special opportunities of ob¬ 
taining information regarding tbe matters con¬ 
nected with homp drugs. I have, however, 
framed the following answers from the experience 
of those who are engaged in producing ganja 
and who deal in it, and from local information. 

2. As far as my knowledge goes about these 
things, I can safely answer that Dr. Praia's de¬ 
finitions can be accepted for this district, aud 
they are not known by any other local names 
than those given by Dr. Prain. 

8 . I have the knowledge of the Khandesh 
district of the Bombay presidency, from which 
I can safely say that the hemp plant does not 
spontaneously grow in this district. 

4. It is uot known by any other name to the 
people of this district, 

5. Narcotic wild hemp does not grow at all 
in this district. A kind of herb grows in the 
jungles and is known by the name wild hemp. 
It does not possess narcotic properties. It is used 
in medicines, 

6 . As wild hemp does not grow at all in this 
district, I am unable to supply any information 
regarding it. 

7. Hemp is cultivated in Jalgaon and Sawada 
talukas of this district for the production of 
ganja and for the use as bhang to the extent of 
about 25 acres a year, and neither for the produc¬ 
tion of eharas nor for its fibres, nor seeds. (Tbe 
seed required for the production of gapja or bhang 

. is imported from Kbandwa.) 

8 . As the ganja vendors in this district import 
ganja from the Central Provinces and sell it here 
on account of its superior quality, a decrease has 
recently been caused in tbe area under such culti¬ 
vation. About ten years ago the cultivation of 
ganja was prohibited in Central Provinces, when 
it was exported there from this district. The 
area then under such cultivation was about 200 
acres. Now there is no such prohibition in those 
provinces. 

9. In summer days the land is prepared for 
cultivation by ploughing and harrowing it. After 
the setting in of the monsoons and after two or 
three rainfalls the ganja seed is sown into the Boil 
thus prepared by an implement of husbandry 
called wokhar, driven by two bullocks, to one 
end of which is attached a wooden pot through 


which the seed is dropped and thus sown in a 
regular liue. These lines are made at the distance 
of two or two-and-half feet from each other by 
means of another wokhar driven by its side. Six 
days afterwards the ganja plants grow up. A 
month thenceforth tbe plants become so dense 
that it becomes necessary to remove some of them 
with a view to preserve the distance of three 
inches between each plaint. A week afterwards 
the leaves of all plants are removed, reserving 
only the topmost part, with leaves about six 
inches in length Then the examiner of ganja 
plant examines them and removes males iE there 
be any. The examination is oontinued from week 
to week until the ganja crop is reaped. Generally 
this cultivation is made in rainy season, and in case 
of drought water from wells,is used once in every 
week. Nearly six months after the date of sow¬ 
ing the harvest of the ganja crop commences. 

10. The persons who cultivate hemp for its 
narcotic properties do not form a special class. 
They beloug to the same class as other agricul¬ 
turists. 

11. There is wild hemp in this district, and so 
the plants cultivated for the production of ganja 
are not raised from its seed. 

12 . As there is no wild hemp in this district, 
I am unable to answer this question. 

13. The cultivation of the hemp plant for 
ganja is not restricted in this district. It is 
cultivated only in Jalgaon and Sawada talukas. 
The ordinary rainfall in, aud the climate of, this 
district are respectively sufficient for, and con¬ 
genial to, the growth of these plants. The soil 
must be partly white and .partly black. The 
cultivation of ganja is not impossible in any part 
of this district. 

14. Refer to tbe answer to the question 7 . 

15. As there is no wild ganja in this district, 
no difference between tbe processes of preparation 
of wild and cultivated ganja can be given. The 
process of preparing the latter is as follows :— 

Three different parts, viz., (1) the tops of the 
twigs, ( 2 ) the twigs, cut off, and ( 8 ) tbe nakhi 
ganja taken out of the twigs of tbe hemp plant 
are separated and heaped apart from each other. 
These heaps are, heated in the sun for an hour. 
They are afterwards trampled under foot. They 
are turued over and again exposed to the heat of 
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the sun and trampled. This process is repeated for 
three days, and the ganja gets ready. Naklii 
ganja is reduced to chur, and the other two kinds 
get flat. The ganja thus prepared is used in this 
district for smoking only. 

16. Bhang is not prepared by people in their 
bouses. There is no wild gaoja in this district, 
so we do not know whether bhang, gauja or 
chavas is ever produced from the wild hemp. 

17. The preparations of ganja and bhang are 
made by farmers, 

18. Charas is not prepared in this district. 
Ganja deteriorates by keeping for one year after 
its preparation, whether ordinary care ba taken or 
not. I am not aware of any measures to prevent 
deterioration. It quite loses its intoxicating pro¬ 
perties after keeping for one year. 

19. Charas is not prepared here. Ganja is used 
for smoking only. This use of it is prevalent in 
this district as well as throughout India. It is 
also used for medicinal purposes. 

20. Almost all the gosavis, bairagis, fakirs, and 
others of the like class smoke ganja at their lodg¬ 
ings ,• but among other class of people the propor¬ 
tion is 1 or 2 per cent. As charas is not produced 
here, I cannot give any information about it. 

21. Flat and round ganja are generally pre¬ 
ferred for smoking. Chur is used for smoking 
generally by the poor. 

23. Bhang is not used for smoking in this 
district. 

24. Almost all the gosavis, bairagis, and others 
of the like class eat and drink bhang and also a 
few of the other classes. 

25. The use of ganja and bhang is neither on 
the increase nor on the decrease. 

28. In the case of the habitual moderate con¬ 
sumers the average allowance is 2 tolas per day, 
which costs 2 annas ; and in others the allowance 
is 5 tolas, costing 5 annas. 

29. Men who drink bhang ordinarily mix with 
it milk, sugar, rose buds, saffron, cardamoms, 
opium seeds, and pepper; because such mixed 
drink is tasteful and fragrant. And this is called 
(< bhaDg massala.” Dhatura is not so used, 

30. The consumption of ganja and bhang is 
generally practised in company. Respectable and 
great men, if they have got this habit, practise it 
in solitude. It is mainly confined to the male sex. 
The children do not consume it in this district. 
It is not confined to any time of life. 

82. In some parts of Northern India, in which 
the hot season is rigorous, males, females, and 
even children drink bhang moderately, simply as 
a means to lessen the effect of the season, and not 
owing to its narcotic properties. The occasional 
drinking of bhang in hot season does not lead to 
the formation of the habit nor produce injurious 
effect. 

83. Respectable men of this district generally 
detest the practice of drinking bhang, much more 
that of smoking ganja. The consumption is held 
in disrepute on account of its narcotic injurious 
tendencies and not ou the ground of any religious 
principles. 

Thero is no custom of worshipping the hemp 
plant in this district. 

34. It will be a serious privation to the habi¬ 
tual consumers to forego the consumption of the 
drug they use. They will be uneasy if they will 
not get it. 

35, It will not be feasible to prohibit the use 


of any or all of these drugs. The drug will be 
consumed illicitly. To enforce prohibition will 
not be advisable. The prohibition is sure to occa¬ 
sion serious discontent among the consumers. 
Such discontent will not amount to political 
danger in this district. The prohibition will not 
be followed by recourse to alcoholic stimulants or 
other drugs. Alcoholic stimulants and other drugs 
will not serve its or their purpose. 

36. There is no reason for thinking that alcohol 
is now being to a certain extent substituted for 
any of these drugs. 

37. Charas is not smoked in this district, and 
therefore no answer can be given to this question. 

38. Ganja, flat or round, produces more intoxi¬ 
cation than “ chur.” 

39. The smoking of any preparation of the 
hemp plant is more injurious thau drinking or 
eating the same. 

40. Native doctors use these drugs in medicines 
on account of their medicioal qualities. These 
drugs are also used in the treatment of cattle-dis¬ 
ease. 

41. Moderate use of bhang and ganja is bene¬ 
ficial in its effects— 

(a) as a food digestive if mixed with other 
articles ; 

(b) to give staying-power under severe exer¬ 

tion or exposure, or to alleviate fatigue ; 

(c) as a preventive of disease in malarious 
and unhealthy tracts; 

(d) to prevent diseases from dirty water. 

42. The moderate use of these drugs is bene¬ 
ficial for those who get the habit ; and I consider 
the moderate use of any of these drugs to b& 
harmless, as intoxication produced from the use 
of these drugs is not so strong as in the case of 
alcohol. 

43. Moderate consumers are inoffensive to their 
neighbours. 

44. The habitual consumers of bhang and 
ganja get themselves refreshed immediately if 
they use these drugs moderately. They can give 
strength to them only who can get sufficient milk 
and ghee. They do not produce intoxication in 
habitual moderate consumers, but produce in those 
only who use it but seldom. It does not allay 
hunger, but increases appetite. The intoxication 
lasts for about three hours. Afterwards they are 
consumed again; and the want of subsequent 
gratification produces uneasiness. 

45. The habitual moderate use of any of these 
drugs does not produce any noxious effects, physi¬ 
cal, mental, or moral. 

The constitution is somewhat impaired if milk 
and ghee are not taken in sufficient quantity; but 
if the man gets mil k and ghee, his constitution 
becomes stroDg. It does not injure the digestion, 
nor cause loss of appetite, but, on the contrary, 
increases it. When they are not well digested, they 
cause asthma and not dysentery. It does neither 
impair generally the moral sense nor induce lazi¬ 
ness or habits of immorality, nor produce debau¬ 
chery. It does neither deaden the intellect nor 
produce insanity, except to a very small extent in 
those who cannot get substantial food. This in¬ 
sanity is likely to oease as soon as tbe habit of 
smoking ganja or drinking and eating bhang is 
given up. The symptoms of insanity may be 
re-induced by tbe use of the drugs after liberation 
from restraint. The insanes who, have no recorded 
ganja history confess the use of the drugs. 
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I am of opinion from local information that the 
use of these drugs by persons suffering from mental 
anxiety or brain disease will not give them real 
relief, although it is popularly supposed that it 
alleviates pain to a certain extent. The insanity 
may often tend to indulgence in the use of hemp 
drug by a person who is deficient iu self-control 
through weakened intellect. 

46. The habitual excessive use of any of these 
drugs is very harmful. One becomes weak. 

47. Use of any of these drugs does not appear 
to be a hereditary habit. It does not affect iu any 
way the children of the moderate consumer. 

48. Please refer to the answer to question 46. 

49. The moderate use of any of these drugs is 
not practised as an aphrodisiac. Prostitutes do 
not use it for that purpose. The use of these 
drugs for this purpose is not more injurious than 
its use as an ordinary narcotic. The use of hemp 
does not tend to produce impotence. 

50. The excessive use of any of these drugs is 
not beneficial to health. It is a danger to one's 
occupation. The habitual excessive consumer is 
always in the state of intoxication, and eonse. 
quently unable to follow his ordinary pursuits, 

61. There is no large proportion of bad 
characters of habitual moderate consumers of any 
of these drugs. The moderate use has no connec¬ 
tion with crimes in geueral or with crime of any 
special character. 

52. There is no benefit from using any of these 
drugs excessively. An immoderate eonsumev is 
always in the state of intoxication. That is a 
bar to his oocnpation and loss to his profit. The 
consumers spend large sums of money in buying 
these drugs, and consequently come to want. 

53. The excessive indulgence in any of these 
drugs does not incite to unpremeditated crime, 
violent or otherwise. The man who uses the drugs 
sits silent or sleeps, and I don't know any case in 
which it has led to temporary homioidal frenzy. 

54. These drugs are not used by criminals to 
fortify themselves to commit a premeditated act 
of violence or otherwise, because they do not 
create strength in them if used. 

55. Criminals, in order to further their designs, 
induce their victims to partake of any of these 
drugs, and so stupefy them. Complete stupefac¬ 
tion can be induced by these drugs without ad¬ 
mixture of any other substance in the case of 


those who are not habituated to smoke, eat or 
drink ganja or bhang. 

56. Intoxication is produced in a greater degree 
when the hemp is used with dhaluva seed, whether 
used moderately or excessively. 

57. I do not know about charas, nor I know 
whether ganja is used for drinking or eating 
purposes. 

68. The present system of excise administra¬ 
tion in this district is well enough with respect 
to hemp drugs and does not require improvement. 

60. Ganja is produced in this district. I think 
the cultivation of the ganja-bearing plant and 
the process of its preparation are sufficiently 
controlled, and the system requires no modification 
in any respect. 

61. Charas is not produced iu this district. 

62. I ihink that the cultivation of the hemp 
plant for the production of bhang is sufficiently 
controlled. 

63. I have no objection to the present system 
of (a) wholesale, (t) retail vend of (1) ganja, (2) 
bhang, or preparations of them. 

64. I have no objections to the existing regula¬ 
tions governing the export and import of these 
drugs, or of their preparations from and into your 
province or their transport within the district, 

65. The taxation of (1) ganja, (2) bhang, is in 
my opinion reasonable, and does not require any 
alteration. I do not know anything about charas. 

66. In my opinion it is not necessary that 
there should be different rates of taxation for 
different kinds of ganja, because the different 
kinds of ganja are produced from the same plant, 
and no significant difference is noticed in their 
effects. 

67. I have no objection to the present method 
of taxing (1) ganja, (2) bhang. 

68. In this district shops are licensed for the 
sale of these drugs and not for consuming them 
there. And I think that such shops or houses 
should not be permitted for the latter purpose. 

69. The wishes of the people at e not consulted 
or considered in any way before a shop is opened 
in any locality, and measures are not taken for 
the purpose. Local public opinion should be 
considered on such occasion. 

70. Ganja is not smuggled in this district, 


108. Evidence of Daji Abaji Khare, Honorary Secretary, Bombay Branch , East 

India Association, Bombay • 


Referring to the subject in connection with the 
hemp drugs, the Branch. Association have no special 
objections to offer, but they respectfully observe 
that no liberal-minded people would ever apply to 
the Government for the entire prohibition of the 
use of hemp drugs or preparations made therefrom 
because they are injurious. It is true that hemp 
drugs and preparations made from these drugs are 
much more deleterious to health than opium, but 
notwithstanding, these drugs are in common use by 
a very large part of the native population of this 


country and to which some of them are attached. 
It is also true that these drugs have good qualities 
as well as bad. 

The only good aud wise measure, which our 
good Government should adopt lor tire benefit of 
the people, is to impose more stringent precau¬ 
tions and restrictions upon the sale of these drugs 
than they have cn the sale of opium, and to 
increase the severity of the punishment for the 
adulteration of liquor and other beverages with 
hemp drugs. 
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109. Evidence of Sewak Lal Karsondas, Secretary, Ary a Samoj, Bombay. 


The Arya Saraaj fully sympathises with the 
objects of the Commission refereed to, as the 
principles and tenets of the Samaj enjoin on its 
members total abstinence from all kinds of intoxi¬ 
cating drugs. 

The Samaj, however, is of opinion that any 
governmental action in the direction of further 
restricting tbo preparation or sale of the drugs will 
bo productive of very little good. The Samaj 
believes that education of the masses is the only 
proper and effective remedy for correcting such 
baneful habits, and fears that any compulsion in 
this matter is likely to drive the consumers of 
these comparatively innocuous drugs to the use of 


more injurious intoxicants that are plentifully- 
supplied to the people like the various preparations 
containing alcohol. The Samaj, therefore, prays 
that the Government, actuated as it seems to be 
in taking these steps by high moral motives, would 
be pleased to devise measures lor the restriction of 
the sale of European liquor in India, which is per¬ 
petrating a great havoc on the morals and the 
physique ot the Indian people. 

The Samaj fervently hopes that the compara¬ 
tively less injurious drugs of Indian origin may 
be left to themselves, until the strong hand ot 
Government is able to cheek the rapidly growing 
diffusion of European liquor iu India, 


110. Evidence of Rao Bahadur Vishwanauh Keshawa Joglekak, Brahmin, 
Sowkar, Karajgi in Dharioar District. 


1. I have had no special opportunities of studying 
the question of hemp drugs. My desultory read¬ 
ing of the literature on the subject, my casual 
intercourse with the people using the drug, as 
well as the remarks made to me by others in con¬ 
versations or observations noted by me whenever 
I came across persons affected by the over-indul¬ 
gent use of the drug, are the only sources of the 
information contained in these replies. 

2. Though I have once toured through parts of 
Northern India, I have confined my answers to the 
six districts of the Southern Division of the 
Bombay presidency, Damely, Kolaba, Ratnagiri, 
Kanara, Bijapur, Belgaum and Dharxvar, for the 
main reason that I can speak for them with greater 
confidence as to the accuracy of my statements 
than for any other portion of India. 

All the varieties of ganja aro more or less 
known in this part of India, but only two of them 
are sold, or in other words commonly used, i.e., 
flat ganja and broken ganja; the latter is also 
called bhang. The definitions given by Dr. Praia 
accord with the description given by persons who 
during their long residence in Northern India were 
personally acquainted with the cultivation of hemp 
and the preparation of its numerous varieties for 
eating or drinking; but in these parts “chur,” 
powdered ganja, is called bhang. It is used in 
the preparation of drinks and sweetmeats and not 
for smoking. 

3. In none of the districts embraced in these 
replies does the hemp plant grow spontaneously, 
and the questions 4, 5 and 6 under this chapter 
require no answers. 

7. Two varieties of hemp are more or less widely 
cultivated in the division for the sake of fibre. 
They are known as taga and ambada, the botanical 
equivalents respectively being ‘‘ Crotalaria Juncea,” 
“ Hibiscus cannabimts,” and the approximate area 
of their cultivation from the latest published re¬ 
turns are as below :— 


Name of the district. 

Area in acres of cat- 
fcivation of taga, 
Crotalaria juncea,” 

Area in acres of culti¬ 
vation of ambada. 
Hibiscus canna » 
hinusf* 

Kolaba . 

564 

178 

Ratnagiri 

1,676 


Can am . 

93 

68 

Bijapur . 

91 

6,438 

Belgaum . 

2,223 

3,352 

Dharwar 

119 

4,368 


But the hemp plant wliieh produces ganja 
bhang, etc., is only cultivated on a very small 
scale in the Collectorate of Bijapur and in the 
States of Jamkhindi and Jata. 

9. The method of cultivation followed is not 
marked with any peculiarity, Theonly difficulty lies 
in weeding out the male plants and thus prevent¬ 
ing the female kind from seeding. The scanty cul¬ 
tivation which exists at Bijapur appears to have in¬ 
creased from 33 gunthas in 1388-89 to 13 acres in 
1892-93. This slight increase seems 1 o have been 
fully sustained by a local demand. The district 
of Bijapur does not import much from outside, 
and wbat it imports is chiefly, if not solely, from 
the neighbouring State of Jata; it has no less 
than 83 retail shops licensed for the sale of ganja. 

I personally visited the farm at Bijapur, in 
order to see with my own eyes the cultivation of 
hemp and also the process of the manufacture of 
ganja. The method of cultivation does not much 
differ from that of jowari. The soil is well 
ploughed some four times aud levelled by means of 
harrow. It is at the time when the process of 
levelling is going on that manure is thrown over 
the soil. The preliminary process, I mean the 
pressing of the soil, is commenced generally in 
Phagun or Chait, March or April, and is com¬ 
pleted about the end of Jesht, June. When the 
land is thus well prepared, the ganja seed is sown 
iu the field by means of drill (kurgi), a sowing 
implement, the same that is used when sowing 
jowari, with the only difference that the two of the 
three holes of the drill are closed, and the third 
alone is kept open. This is done to allow more 
space betw-een the rows of the crop. The sowing 
operation commences about the end of July or 
beginning of August. The seed, after it is sown, is 
covered under earth by means of Balgunti, After 
a week the off-shoots are found to appear over 
the surface of the ground. When the crops grow 
about one foot high, the grass is weeded out by 
band, and later on, as it grows taller, the grass 
between the rows is removed by a grubber (yadi- 
kunti) about twice a month, until the crop is 
ready for harvesting. If the rains hold off and 
1 here is a long break, it sometimes becomes neces¬ 
sary to water the crop. It takes about four or five 
months for the crop to be ready for reaping, and 
the harvesting period is about the beginning of 
January. When the crop is fully grown up, the 
tallest plant may be found to measure about 0 or 
7 feet. 
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10. Cultivators in Bijapur do not belong to 
any particular class. 

11, 12 and 13. I have uo answers to give to 
questions 11, 12 and 13. 

14. The only product prepared in Bijapur aud 
Jat is ganja broken aud flat. Bhang as deflned by 
Dr. Prain is not produced in Bijapur. There is 
nowhere a demand for it in the sit colleotorates I 
am writing about, and I have satisfied myself in 
more districts than one by personally enquiring at 
the retail shops that bhang as defined by Dr. Prain 
is never sold in these parts. The “ ehur,” broken 
stuff, which sometimes passes under that name 
and which is used in the preparation of drinks, 
answers to the description of broken ganja and is 
sent herewith as a sample. What is, however, 
bought as bhang by consumers is simply “ cliur ” 
or broken ganja. 

The process beginning with the reaping of the 
crop to its final stage, when marketable ganja is 
produced, may be briefly described as follows 

There being no wild hemp in any of these six 
districts, ray account refers to the cultivated hemp 
from which ganja is produced. 

The female plants commence to flower about 
the beginning of January; the more advanced 
among them bear flowers a little earlier. It is, 
however, about the middle of January when the 
ganja flowers attain maturity, a proof of which 
is to be found in the change of colour from green 
to brown aud from the dropping of the leaves. 
The cultivator at this stage sells the standing 
crop or himself cuts it and manufactures ganja. 
Cutting is generally doue in the morning. The 
crop is not cut down all at once. Ttie most 
matured plants are selected, and the tops (ends) of 
the flowery branches are cut with aBickle. Those 
that remain below are plucked by hand. When 
the flowered twigs ure thus separated from the 
plants, they are carried to the place, at no great 
distance, intended for treading. The place is 
somewhat hardened and cowdunged. Over this 
ground they spread dry leaves of the same plant 
all over. The flowered twigs are then placed in 
layers in square forms. This is done in the morn¬ 
ing. In the afternoon, at about one o’clock, the 
men, after meal, return to the place, and then 
three to four among themselves are set treading 
and tramping over each square about 10 x 111 
feet and about six inches deep. 

This process continues for about three or four 
hours, the twigs being turned up end down at 
intervals. The stalks and the withered leaves are 
then removed. They leave the twigs on the same 
ground the whole night, unless they think it will 
rain at night. The process of treading is thus 
repeated for four days successively, and when the 
fifth turn is over the process is complete, when 
the flowers assume a flat shape. The stamping 
and treading is done with a view to force the 
small stipules and flowers to adhere to each other 
and form one mass, The resinous exudation on 
the ganja enables the flowers to form into one 
mass very effectually. In Bijapur only flat ganja 
is manufactured and no other kind. 

The cbur or broken ganja ib not, however, the 
product of any particular or special preparation, 
but the result of the process of treading and 
trampling. When it is going on, portions of the 
flowers drop down broken, and such parts of it 
as cannot be pressed ou the spikes and made to 
stick thereto are collected and packed separately. 
This is chur or broken ganja, which passes here 
vol. vii. 


under the name of bhang. The ohur or broken 
ganja may also be said to be the powder or residue 
which is naturally accumulated at the bottom of 
ganja bags during conveyance, 

I visited the place of manufacture at Bijapur 
on the 16th and 17th of the current month. 
When I visited the place, it was about 2 o’clock, 
and the process of treading and trampling tbe 
ganja flowers was going on. The process is con¬ 
tinued in the sun and not in the shade. 

The preparation of ganja for smoking does not 
require a detailed explauatiou. A few ganja pods 
are soaked in cold water for a few minutes. If 
they find any stalks or seeds, they separate them 
from the ganja. The pods thus soaked are placed 
on the left palm and rubbed bard with the right 
thumb, pouring water constantly. The con¬ 
sumers then squeeze out the stuff and mix ordi¬ 
nary tobaoco with it, and put the mixture in the 
pipe and light it up. In case of the drug being 
used for drinking and eating, the pods are, as in 
the first instance, separated from all the impurities 
by soaking them in water, and then their extract 
is used in liquids or sweetmeats according to the 
taste of tbe consumers. 

13. I have in some places in the Dharwar dis¬ 
trict seen hemp plants in private compounds. 
They can’t be said to have grown wild, and if 
they are specially reared, it must be with special 
purpose. 

17. The only preparations used in these parts 
are the fiat and broken ganja. They are sold in 
the form in which they are imported except at 
Bijapur, where they are made by the cultivators 
who do not belong to any special class. 

18. Both flat and broken ganja lose their aroma 
a3 well as their effect by long keeping. In the 
moist climate it loses its effect in the course of 
about two years almost entirely. If kept in a 
closed packet it may last in a damp climate for 
a year or a year and a half. In a dry climate 
like that of Bijapur it may last for two or three 
yearB. Exposure seems to [me to be one of the 
principal causes of deterioration, and I can sug¬ 
gest no measures to prevent it. It has been com¬ 
monly observed that coloured clothes, such as 
turbans, do not deteriorate iu Poona by exposure. 
In the Konkau they are packed and placed in a 
heap of rice so as to he beyond the reach of mois¬ 
ture. But this notwithstanding, the colour loses 
its brightness directly it is taken out for use. It 
also gets spoiled in a damp climate much sooner 
than in a dry climate. 

19. Smoking is tbe chiefest and therefore com¬ 
monest use of ganja. Sweetmeats and liquids 
in various forms are prepared and used. The 
quantity of spice, sugar and milk will in each 
case depend upon the means of the persons using 
them. But poor people would often drink powder¬ 
ed ganja in a cup of sugarcane juice or in pure 
water with ordinary " massala ” (spice) of “ miri ” 
(black pepper), and “ baritep ” (anise-seed), etc. 
They also add jagri to the liquid. 

The most favourite drink of tbe well-to-do class 
of ganja users, as I found in Northern India 
(where they invariably use bhang for all drinking 
purposes) is “ ghota ” or dudhiya. The intoxicat¬ 
ing power of this drink depends upon the quan¬ 
tities of the various ingredients put together and 
the length of time employed in oxidising the 
liquid. This is a favourite drink with rich and 
well-to do classes occasionally seeking relief, and 
is generally used during the summer mouths, 
when “ Vedio ” Brahmins assemble to repeat tbe 
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“mantras.’ 1 The preparation is also used in a 
very diluted form in respectable society on the 
occasion of “ Shivaratra,” “ Shimaga,” or the 
“ Kojagari,” full moon night. The favourite 
haunts of ganja smokers are temples, “masjids” 
or “ dargas.” It is here that Hindus and Muham¬ 
madans or people of indifferent character cau freely 
meet and smoke together. The wandering gangs 
of “ bairagis ” and “ fakirs ” also will be found 
not only themselves engaged in smoking, but 
offering the “ hooka ” to those frequent visitors 
amongst the poorer classes of people who hover 
about such places for the very purpose of smoking. 
There are no other public places or club-houses 
where ganja is smoked. Neighbours and friends 
may meet and smoke together without an appoint¬ 
ment j but except on the few occasions when the 
so-called “ ghota” or dudhiya is prepared, there 
are no parties held, and ganja, like tobacco, is 
smoked individually and not in company. Neigh¬ 
bours do meet at night and smoke, but this is not 
an invariable habit. 

Charas is nowhere used in any of these six 
districts of the Southern Division, and so it is 
not available in any of the shops licensed to sell 
the intoxicating drugs. It is only ganja which 
is (either flat or ehur) smoked or drunk or mixed 
in sweetmeats. 

20. The consumption of ganja iB not restricted 
to any particular class of peoplo, but the bulk of 
the smokers will be found amongst the lower 
classes. 

It is very difficult to state accurately what pro¬ 
portion of people smoke ganja and charas, as there 
are no statistics available on the subject. Much 
depends upon local peculiarity. The proportion of 
consumers to bo met with in large towns and 
cities does not exist m villages. Again, while the 
Lingayats in the above Ghat districts are under a 
religious prohibition, the lower classes in the Kon- 
kan fearlessly take to alcohol. All circumstances 
considered, I am of opinion that of the hundred 
male adults using ganja or liquor ouly 6 per cent, 
or even less will be found to belong to the former 
class. 

21. As already stated, flat and broken ganja are 
the two kinds preferred for smoking in this part. 
No other kinds are used. 

22. No charas is used in this part, 

23. Bhang properly so called is not consumed 
in this part. 

24. Same as answer to question 23. 

2o. I have no reliable information to enable .me 
to answer this question, even with approximate 
accuracy. However from what I have heard or 
seen, I am morally convinced that the use of ganja 
has not perceptibly increased. The slight increase 
observable in the area of cultivation or the imports 
or exports, etc., may be due partly to the increase 
iu population and partly to greater accuracy of 
returns. It is as a matter of fact losing its 
place before the spread of alcohol. If it still exists 
on this side of India, its main cause is to be found 
in the comparative cheapness of the article for the 
labour gatherings at mills, factories and railway 
workshops. The hard work the labourers are put 
to, the consequent necessity for some relief, the 
comparative facility with which consumers of 
ganja can carry the drug with them,.and the ease 
with which it can be smoked anywhere even on 
public roads are, amongst others, the principal 
causes which still obtain amongst some people a 
preference for ganja before liquor. 


26. By far the larger number of ganja-smokers 
will be found to belong to the class (a), habitual 
consumers. It is very difficult to draw the line 
between moderate and immoderate men. Those 
who consume the drug for intoxication it brings 
about and not for its medicinal properties are, when 
once at it, generally immoderate. If a smoker has 
the means and the necessary time at his disposal, 
he will not place down the “hooka” or chillum 
until he is so intoxicated that he is unable to take 
care of himself. 

Some people will be found to drink occasionally 
preparations of ganja, but there are no occasional 
moderate smokers, as smoking requires a habit 
which drinking does not, 

27. As has been more than once told, all castes 
of Hindus, from Brahmins to Mahars, and all 
classes of Muhamadans will be found to contribute 
more or less to the number of ganja-consuming 
people. The habits of life or circumstances which 
mainly generate this vice, are a life of disappoint¬ 
ment and dejection, a life of asceticism, a life of 
ease and affluence associated with habitual con¬ 
sumers of ganja, and a life used to a kind of labour 
which at the close of the day requires some stim¬ 
ulant to bring about relief to lighten the effects of 
the day’s toil and to bring about a pleasurable 
forgetfulness. 

28. Moderate consumers do not require more 
than two tolas of ganja per day, and the cost per 
diem in this case is believed to be less than half 
an anna, but in the case of the excessive con¬ 
sumers, leaving that of bairagis and gosavis, the 
quantity consumed varies from 4 to 6 tolas and the 
allowance per diem per consumer in such cases 
varies on account of the cheaper ingredients with 
which it is mixed between an anha and an anna and 
a half. This class of people are generally poor, 
but at labour gatherings and wandering gangs 
they generally smoke in company, each contribut- 
ing one round, so that the aggregate expenses do 
not rise above half an anna. 

29. Moderate ganja smokers never mix any other 
ingredients than tobacco with the ganja. Only 
excessive smokers, such as bairagis, fakirs, etc., who 
•in order to strengthen the intoxicating properties 
admix dhatura and also kuchli (seed of nux 
vomica) and bachnag (roots of Gloriosa superba ). 
This is not, however, done by consumers of the 
higher classes. When they prepare drinks they 
only mix spices made of badam ( Amygdalas com - 
munis), bedana (dried grapes), ketar (saffron), 
khaskhas (poppy seeds), welchi (cardamom), 
jaiphal (nutmeg), sugarcandy, etc. The number 
of spices and tbeir quantities mixed depend upon 
the means of the consumers. 

30. I have already mentioned that ganja is 
smoked more often in solitude than in company. 
It is solely the drinks whieh am always used in 
company > so far as can be observed on this side, 
it is the male sex which consumes the drug. A few 
exceptions will be found in the class of courtesans. 
Even there they are few and far between. No 
children are ever found using any of these drugs. 

31. I do not think that the habit of smoking 
ganja is so easily formed as that of dtinkiug 
liquor. By itself, smoking is not attractive. 
Habit formed in the case of ganja is Jess difficult 
to break off than in the case of opium or liquor. 
This is because the intoxication brought ou by 
ganja is milder and less durable than that 
produced by an overdose of opium, whisky or 
brandy, and therefore the habitual consumer of 
the drug will be less indisposed to give it up by 



degrees than one addicted to the ubb of opium. 
Every intoxicant predisposes the consumer to rua 
to excess j such a tendency is to be observed in 
the case of ganja smoking also. Ganja like to¬ 
bacco is smoked by the consumer according to hie 
convenience and not necessarily in company. The 
second, third, and fourth rounds which are inevit¬ 
able in the case of parties or companies, do not 
exist, and in spite of the tendency to run to excess 
the aggregate result is moderate. 

32. In the parts of which I am speaking there 
are no customs, social or religious, which necessi¬ 
tate the consumption of ganja. 

33. The consumption of ganja is universally re¬ 
garded with disfavour, if not contempt. It is true 
that there is no religious prohibition of it. On 
the contrary, from its mention in the Yeda and 
“ Brahmans ” and the virtues attributed to it, its 
use would seem to find an encouragement. 

It has been from time out of mind associated 
with that large class of ascetics and fakirs who 
avowedly use it, not for the sake of pleasure, but 
for enabling themselves to concentrate their mind 
on the worship of their favourite deity. This was 
at least the origiual purpose for which it began to 
be used. It still passes under the name of dyan- 
wali. It is associated with god Shiva, one of the 
Hindu Triad, and', as a rule, the majority of those 
who practise yog philosophy from the old lines 
indulge in the use of ganja. Hindu religion, at 
any rate, may therefore he said to countenanoe the 
use of ganja. In the case of liquor, it lays down 
a hard rule of prohibition. Opium it does not so 
expressly prohibit. In society devotees of liquor 
are less feared or despised than those of ganja or 
opium. This may be due to the circumstance that 
ganja on account of its comparative cheapness and 
accessibility to the lower classes, is found associated 
with what may be described as the dregs of 
society. Liquor, on the other hand, though as 
injurious, is more costly and is associated with the 
ruling and the superior race, and its scent and 
sight to which seventy-five years have familiarized 
the native races, have ceased to repel even orthodox 
persons. 

But in the case of ganja, instead of prohibiting, 
religion does encourage its use by describing it in 
favourable terms, such as those mentioned be¬ 
low • 

Jay a —The conquering or that which overcomes 
all painful feelings; 

Ananda— The joyous ; 

Chapala —The causer of unsteadiness ; 

Oagan Itini —The noisy j 

Eanhini —The delight-giver; 

Indrascma ~—The worthy food of Indra j 

A jay a —The invincible ; 

Matuli — The wife of dhatura apple, which 

Matulani — j is the most potent of narcotics J 

Madini —'The intoxicator; 

And by its mention in the sacred writings such 
as Veda and Smriti (law), etc. But this notwith¬ 
standing, society does not yield to religion. In 
no respectable society at the present day will any 
person on any public occasion, whether it he 
religious or social, dare smoke in public without 
giving an insult, and without himself being 
liable to be expelled the place. Society on this 
side at least condemns it very strictly. The 
social opinion is, in fact, the reverse of religious 
teaching, 
vol. vii. 


34. I think it will he a serious hardship to the 
various classes of persons who now consume ganja 
if they have to give it up. Leaving aside the class 
of bairagis, fasirs, gosavis, whose number, since 
the great famine of 1877, has been steadily declin¬ 
ing, the labourers, the artisans and the wandering 
tribes exposed to olimatical rigours can’t afford to 
remain without something to make them forget 
the day’s toil. If we would withdraw from them 
bhang or ganja, they will take to opium, or more 
probably to its formidable rival, the country or 
European liquor. Already 95 per cent, of either 
of these classes do use liquor, and it is only among 
the 5 per cent, that ganja still claims some of its 
devotees. 

85. If the use of the drug is to be prohibited, 
it can only be provided for by penal legislation. 
But penal legislation will take a number of decades 
to make the prohibition real instead of nominal; 
compulsory legislation has nowhere succeeded, and 
will, in the case of ganja, lead to illicit practices, 
as it has done in every other case. 

Government has effectually prohibited the 
manufacture of salt. It has effectively controlled 
the manufacture and the sale of liquor. It can 
therefore effectively prohibit the production of 
ganja. But if ganja or bhang do exist in one 
place or auother, their illicit import and use it 
will be difficult to prevent effectually. A prohi¬ 
bition may gradually work its way, and in course 
of years the habit may altogether disappear. Of 
this the Hindu writings furnish remarkable proof. 
Liquor and flesh were at one time freely used by 
all the higher classes of Hindus. But there was 
a time when the reaction set in and lor centuries 
the Brahmin society, as a whole, has never touched 
meat or liquor. This only shows that reforms on 
a large scale cau be worked out in course of time. 
I am therefore of opinion that the prohibition 
of ganja can be ultimately enforced. 

There will be some discontent occasioned by 
such prohibition. But as it is confined to a small 
class, it can’t be serious, and political danger is 
out of question. As I have already stated, if the 
prohibition is confined to hemp and its prepara¬ 
tion, it will only encourage the consumption of 
alcoholic stimulants, and in some places, like those 
in Central India, of opium also. 

There is already an opinion freely expressed that 
the agitation against ganja originates with those 
who want to encourage the spread of alcohol If 
therefore the prohibition is confined to ganja 
alone, the discontent can’t hut be serious, and may, 
in that ease, be a matter for consideration. 

36. I do not think that there are auy instances 
of ganja consumers taking to alcohol as a substi¬ 
tute. But alcohol being more widely distributed 
for sale and more accessible to all classes of people, 
a seeker after the stimulant goes first to the liquor 
shop, and then ganja ceases to have a chance. 
Praotically, therefore, alcohol has been encroach¬ 
ing on the domains of ganja, and even if no pro¬ 
hibition were resorted to in the districts of which 
I am speaking, ganja would ere long cease to hold 
its own against alcohol. 

37. As ebaras is not consumed in this part, 
none could tell precisely anything about the effect 
of its smoking, mueh less about the difference in 
effects of charas smoking and that of other drugs. 

88. I have not come acrosB any keen observer 
amongst the consumers of hemp who could state 
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the difference between tbe effects of the three 
different drugs, round gauja, flat ganja and chur 
or broken gauja. Some however sav—-I cannot 
myself say how tar it is a truth—that the chur 
or broken ganja is held to be more powerful than 
either round or flat ganja, hence it may have a 
greater power of intoxication. 

89. The use of drink of hemp would doubtless 
be more injurious than smoking; because drinking 
is always practised in company, and as a rule leads 
to excess. But its preparation is costly and is 
only arranged for in companies. A drink is not 
therefore very frequently resorted to. Smoking, 
on the other hand, is cheaper, more frequent, and 
pervades all the lower classes. Practically, there* 
fore, it causes more havoc than drinking. 

40. Ganja occupies an important place in the 
Pharmacopoeia of the Hindus. Its qualities as de* 
soribed in one of their medical works are given 
below 

Bhang, ganja and dhatnra (seeds) are intoxi¬ 
cating, victorious and triumphant (over pain), 
extreme heat-producing, bilious and lulling, pro¬ 
ducing reluctance* to speak, and increases fire (of 
the stomach), i.e-, appetite. 

Ganja is also nibbed over the tongues of the 
bullocks to sharpen their appetite. It is also 
mixed up with the “ massala ” prepared for horses. 

It is sometimes administered in very small 
doses, diluted with sugarcandy, in order to induce 
sleep. 

41. Tbe moderate uso of ganja, as the moderate 
use of .liquor or nux vomica, is beneficial especially 
as digestive; its capacity for alleviating fatigue 
or sustaining a consumer under severe exertion or 
exposure is inconsiderable when it is taken in a small 
dose. 

I am not aware whether it has ever proved of 
any use as an antidote to malaria. In the jungles 
of Kanara and its neighbourhood it is rarely used 
and liquor has been a great favourite. It must, how¬ 
ever, be understood that it is only the occasional 
use of ganja in the form of a drink which is 
necessarily moderate, because the drink is indulged 
more as a form than as a necessity; but with the 
habitual consumer, " moderate ” can only be used 
comparatively, A may be more moderate than 
B, and B than C j but the quantity consumed by 
A exceeds that which a man can consume with 
benefit to himself. It is therefore only in theory 
that one can speak of the habitual use of ganja 
as moderate, and the beneficial qualities attributed 
to the drug have rarely been realized. 

42. The habitual use of the drugs is never harm* 
less, because it is never moderate. 

41. So far as I have seen, consumers of ganja 
even when they are immoderate are aB a rule 
inoffensive to their neighbours. They may talk 
much and talk loudly, and may be of irritable 
temperament, but they are never dangerous 
neighbours, except when they have beoome insane, 

44. With the habitual moderate consumers, 
ganja can hardly have any particular effect, except 
that of giving temporary satisfaction, just as in 
the case of tobacco, or snuff or tea, the man feels 
slightly refreshed. There is, however, one differ¬ 
ence. There is a limit beyond which consumer 
of tobacco or snuff or tea does not go. In the 
case of ganja, each dose increases the desire 
for another. It does not allay hunger as food does, 

• Note,—T he*e an the effect* of " moderate ” cm. Sx- 
cetsive talk always proceeds from Immoderate use. 


but ganja-consumsrs, when hungry, may feel 
slightly relieved if they smoke. Drink prepared 
with milk will, of course, afford substantial relief. 

The use of ganja doeB sharpen appetite, and I 
am aware of instances where the ganja consumers 
eat recklessly, with a fnll belief in the efficacy of 
this drug to help speedy digestion. 

The effect of smoking is believed to last two 
hours at the least. That of drinking gbota 
depends on the strength of the mixture and the 
quantity taken. It is notorious that few smokers 
will stand tbe temptation, if they have the meanB 
and the time to indulge in repeated doses. 

But in the case of occasional consumer, the 
effects of smokiDg ganja are much different from 
those on the habitual smoker. The effects are : the 
tongue feels dry and there is a peculiar sensation 
of that organ being drawn down the throat. The 
body becomes warm, the eyes contract and there is 
a oenstant tendency to laughter. There is, as it 
were, a procession of incongruous and inooherent 
ideas, marching across the brain, one fancy dissipat¬ 
ing the other in quick succession. Tbe mucous 
membrane of the stomach becomes insensible, 
accompanied by an insatiable longing for food. 
Time becomes lengthened, a second is expanded 
into a minute, a quarter of an hour into an hour. 
The head gets confused and the smoker boeomes 
dogmatic and argumentative. He is never vio¬ 
lent ; the smoke mounts to the head in five minutes. 
After an hour's sleep the individual generally gets 
up light and refreshed. Lamplight promotes and 
accelerates the action of the smoke. 

The effects of ghota even in the case of an 
occasional drinker of it are more serious than 
when the drug is taken in the gaseous form. The 
action of the liquid and mixture is slower and 
culminates at the end of seven or eight hours ac¬ 
cording to the absorbing power of the stomach. 
Lamplight has the same effect on the drinker and 
smoker. The effects of ghota are of longer 
duration than those of smoking, though their 
nature is the same, varying only in intensity. 
Should there be any over-dose of ghota, the 
drinker hears strange noises, feels the limbs of 
his body torn and scattered in all directions, 
thinks he lias no control over them, and at times 
is under the impression thnt a general dissolution 
of the body is coming on. He becomes senti¬ 
mental, a little quarrelsome and peevish. There 
are amongst the general confusion of the brain, 
sudden and evanescent flashes of sensibleness 
accompanied by a persistent desire to impress upon 
tbe minds of hts friends that he is in his senses. It 
is only after full twenty-four hours that the person 
regains a perfect command over his ordinary and 
moral thinking powers. The frame of mind ip 
which a good dose of ghota leaves a person after 
twenty-four hours is one of melancholy and lassi- 
tude. When the moderate quantity of ghota which 
a novitiate ought to take is exceeded, tbe person 
at the height of its operation is sometimes known 
to weep in despair of life. 

45, I am acquainted with a few cases of ganja 
consumers ultimately dying insane. None of 
them were in good circumstances. 

A was at first a religious preacher (Haridas). 
He subsequently took to the profession of a singer 
(gawai); was possessed of more than ordinary 
intelligence; was extremely poor, but of an ex¬ 
cellent moral character,* be would rather starve 
than beg. The first symptom of his insanity that 
Btruok h»| friends was his excessive talk. Three 
months after be became mad. He was pot under 
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any medioal treatment and died after about four 
month* of complete lunacy. In this case, no one 
would have ever considered the man to be an 
immoderate consumer, and it was believed that 
it was because be was ill fed and insufficiently fed 
that the drug produced its evil results. 

B, In this case the man was in Government 
service. He was a habitual smoker for fifteen years, 
and during all his time he never gave his superiors 
any reason to reprimand him. He also used occa¬ 
sionally to drink. 

On the full moon night of Aswin, the well- 
known kojagari night, gbota, otherwise called 
dudhiya ( i.e drink of ganja prepared with milk 
and sugar), was prepared. There was a party in 
which all but this man were persons who never 
smoked nor drank ganja and who had all consented 
to have the drink as a curiosity. . They had, as is 
usual on this night, kept np throughout and drank 
each a cup more than once. The one man B alone 
drank about three cups at each time. At about 
7 a.m., the man was off bis brain ; he continued 
to be so about eight months and had again a lucid 
interval of six months; he continued thus about 
for sixteen years and died at last of consumption. 
He used to smoke to the last. He was deprived of 
the indulgence when be was insane. The only 
important feature about him was that he was 
never dangerous even when he was stark mad. 
Hie wife, children, neighbours and friends were 
never afraid of him. 

C was first a student in the school. He was 
the most clever and bright in his class. Every¬ 
body liked him. He made bis progress up to the 
6th Standard in the vernacular school, Unfor- 
tunately at the age of 18 he oontracted the habit 
of ganja smoking. The effect of the drug was 
so speedy in this case that within a few months 
since his initiation he became completely mad. 
He was married, but he never cared for his wife 
and mother, and he never lived with them. The 
man who was onoe very intelligent, and in whom 
hie relatives had good hopes, was found quite 
useless for his family. He did not care so much 
for the food as he did for the drug. He used to 
do the duties of water-carrier. When people 
employed him, they paid him some remuneration 
for his services. But he never demanded more 
than what he required for buying the drug for his 
consumption. He was never offensive. He con¬ 
tinued mad till his death, about the age of 36, 

D. Here the viotim is a schoolmaster. He was 
led to the use of this accursed drug ganja by his 
association with the “ Vedanti Club.” They told 
him that he could never be able to contemplate the 
image of God unless be bad- a steady and undis¬ 
turbed state of mind, and they recommended him 
their holy stuff as a sure means of concentration of 
mind. Evidently with the object of making him¬ 
self incapable of being stirred by the worldly con¬ 
cerns, he began to use the stuff, the result of 
which was that he shortly appeared with all the 
signs of insanity. He is out of his service now. 

I know of half a dozen more cases; in none of 
them was a man looked upon as dangerous. 

If the use of alcohol, even when it is occasional 
(8 added to a habitual consumption of hemp drugs, 
insanity is almost certain. 

47. I know of instances in which the father 
smoked and the son did not. But I have not 
come across instances on this side of India where 
ganja was habitually used for two or three genera¬ 
tions. I cannot therefore offer any remarks on this 


question a3 to the transmission of the vice by 
heredity, 

49. It is said that the drug is sometimes used as 
an aphrodisiac. I have not muoh faith iu the as¬ 
sertion. A drug which, if moderately used, sharp¬ 
ens appetite and gives tone to one's health. But 
the drug has been a favourite with the class of people 
like bairagis and fakirs, whose object is the very 
reverse of vice. In these days, at least when 
every vernacular newspaper mentions about half a 
dozen patent medicines which are specially termed 
aphrodisiacs, I do not think the demand for this 
drug, for that purpose, exists on this side. 

There may be a few prostitutes using the drug, 
but I do not know of any such case. It iB be¬ 
lieved that the ultimate effect of long use of the 
drug iu immoderate quantities is impotency. 

51 and 52. There is not the least connection 
between the moderate and immoderate use of any 
of the narcotic drugs of hemp and the perpetration 
of crime. 

53 and 54. No indulgence in the use of the drug 
ever incites the consumer to commit unpremedi. 
tated crime. I do not know any case which led 
to homicidal frenzy. 

Criminals, however, very naturally fortify 
themselves to commit a premeditated aot. Even 
a tobaoco-smoker or a snuff-user takes a pinch if 
he wants to refresh himself for an action. There 
is therefore nothing extraordinary if ganja is used 
by criminals who are about to proceed with their 
criminal act. It is generally said ganja does not 
make a man desperate and rash as liquor does. 
The consumers of ganja are generally nervous 
when they are under its influence. 

55. Ganja sweetmeat mixed with dhatura is 
supposed to bring about complete stupefaction. 
This is practised very rarely. 

56. Moderate smokers, of which however the 
number is comparatively very small, smoke ganja 
mixed with tobacco. Those who want to make it 
strong (of this class the number is largely to be 
found amoDgst "bairagis,” “fakirs” etc.), mix 
it with a part of the seed of nux vomica, dhatura, 
bach nag. I am not in a position to give the exact 
proportion. 

57. Ab I have said before, few people habitually 
eat or drink ganja on tbis side, became the habit 
is comparatively very costly. The occasion on 
which drinks are prepared by occasional and habi¬ 
tual consumers are too few and far between to 
afford any basis of any general deduction. 

58. I think the excise administration as regards 
the hemp drugs is working well, and neither the 
contractors, nor the consumers, nor the people in 
general, whom I have questioned have any griev¬ 
ances to complain of. 

60. The cultivation of ganja in these parts is on 
a very small soale and is well controlled, 

62. I do not think what purpose can be gained 
by checking cultivation unless and until the 
demand for the drug diminishes. It is the cheap¬ 
est intoxicant. Six pies a day is not a heavy 
charge. The temptation for smuggling is not so 
great, and no particular arrangements are needed 
to control the cultivation. 

65. I am not at all of opinion that, compared 
to alcohols, the hemp drug is unreasonably taxed, 
and no complaint in that direction exists as re¬ 
gards ganja, bhang, etc., etc. 

67 I have no objection to the present method of 
taxing. 
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68. None, 

69. Local opinion is no doubt necessary, and 
at present shops are allowed to be opened irrespec¬ 
tive of the wishes of the people. But I must at 
the same time state the number of shops is few, 
and no complaint on ths subject exists. It is the 
liquor shops to which the complaint refers. 

Oral evidence. 

Question 1 .—It was not until the Commis¬ 
sion’s questions came to me that I had occasion 
to make a study of the hemp drugs, though I had 
occasionally met consumers before. 

Question 35 .—I have talked about the matter 
with many persons, and in this answer I have stated 
the general opinion that it is remarkable that agita¬ 
tion has been directed against the hemp drugs and 
not against alcohol, which is equally harmful. 
This opinion' I have heard expressed in Bijapur, 
Belgaum, Dharwar and my own neighbourhood. 
I have not read them in newspapers, I have stated 
further in my answer that the agitation is attri¬ 
buted to those who are anxious to encourage the 
spread of alcohol. By this expression is meant 
the persons who import and manufacture liquor. 
The opinion I have quoted is held both by the 
educated and ignorant people. The ignorant 
people cannot explain the grounds of their opinion. 
The opinion of the educated is based on the 
simple fact that Government do nothing to dis¬ 
courage the use of alcohol, which is more deleterious 
than the drugs. I myself have formed no definite 
opinion on the subject. 

Question 44 .—I have frequently noticed that 
people in a state of intoxication talk more if they 
are brought into a bright light. I cannot explain 
why this happens. 

Question 45 .—I attribute insanity in these 
cases to the hemp drugs because no other cause 
could be discovered ; liquor, dhatura, nux vomica 
and bachnag also produce insanity. So do bad 
news, the distress of poverty and disappointment. 

1 cannot say if insanity can be inherited, I have 1 * * * * 6 


not made enquiry whether the parents in any 
of the cases I have described were mad. In case 
C, I happen to know that the mother was nearly 
mad. I remember the ease of a hard-drinking 
weaver who went mad. I cannot reeallany insanes 
who had become mad from other causes than liquor 
and ganja. I have met, as stated in my answer, ten 
people who became mad from hemp drugs, and 
also two persons who became mad from alcohol. 
I remember the ten ganja oases, because the third 
and fourth case* (C and D) occurred in my taluka, 
and the cases A and B I learnt from my friends. 
The other six cases were found out in course of 
the enquiries. I knew nothing about them before. 
The insane of case C died four years ago, at the 
age of 85. He began the hemp habit at the age 
of 16, and became mad a few months after he was 

18. I was about 8 or 10 years old when he went 
mad about twenty years ago. In case D, the 
man went mad about five or six years ago. He 
did not drink. I learnt that be had gone mad 
from ganja smoking, and I made his acquaint¬ 
ance at that time. He had first gone mad at 
that time. That was the first. I had heard of 
him. I did not know him before be went mad. 
I attribute his madness to ganja, because I did 
not doubt the statements of his relatives and 
friends, who stated that that was the cause. 

Question 56 .—The first sentence of my 
answer will be understood if reference is made to 
my answer 41. I mean that moderate consumers 
are fewer than excessive consumers, because the 
moderate consumer of intoxicants is always inclined 
to go to excess. The number of people who 
remain moderate consumers because of their 
poverty is small. When I went to Belgaum, I 
visited people in Shapur, and 1 heat'd from ganja 
smokers that the poisons I have named were some¬ 
times mixed with the drags. I have myself 
seen hairagis, who visited my village, use mix 
vomica. One man who could not get the opium to 
which be was accustomed ate dhatura in my pre¬ 
sence. It was not mixed with ganja, though the 
man was an occasional smoker of ganja. 


111. Evidence of Dinanath Shiwshankeb, Druggist and Chemist. 


1. I have had opportunities of inquiring with 

my patients and customers who smoke ganja and 

drink bhang, and also who have travelled over 

some ganja farms, as to the advantages and dis¬ 

advantages derived from smoking ganja and 
drinking bhang, 

6. Dense. 

10. They do not form a special class. They 
are of the same class as other agricultural culti¬ 
vators. 

19. Ganja and charas are used only for smok¬ 
ing. Gauja is used as a medicine for animals 

all over India). 

20. Hindus of low caste smoke generally ganja, 
and Muhammadans charas. There is no particu¬ 
lar locality. We cannot give exact proportion, 

21. Flat kind of ganja is preferred for smok¬ 
ing. 

22. Native charas is used generally. Turkish 
charas is used particularly. 

23. Never. 

24. Some high caste Hindus drink bhang in 
Nemad, Marwad, and districts around the 
Ganges. 


28. Habitual moderate consumers consume 
about two pice worth ganja per diem. 

Habitual excessive consumers consume six pice 
worth ganja per diem. 

29. Ganja, as a rule, is mixed with an equal 
quantity of tobacco ordinarily; and bhang is 
mixed with Piper nigrum and aniseeds and with 
sugar ordinarily. Ganja is mixed with dhatura 
and sometimes with opium to increase its narcotic 
property exceptionally. 

Bhang massala is generally composed of Piper 
nigrum, aniseeds, cardamoms, almonds, chestnuts. 

30. To a very small extent ganja is consumed 
in solitude, but to a great extent it is consumed 
in company. It is not usual. 

31. It can be easily formed and it is difficult 
to break it. There is a great tendency in the 
case of any of these drugs for the moderate habit 
to develop into the exoessive one, 

32. It is largely consumed on the festival of 
Shiva. It is generally excessive. It is likely to 
form a habit and not otherwise injurious. 

33. Ganja and charas are regarded with disre¬ 
pute socially; smokers are looked down. Use of 
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any form of the narcotic is generally in disrepute, 
because it makes the man victim to it and makes 
him mauiae and unfit for work. There is no such 
custom of worshipping the hemp plunt. 

84. It is a serious privation. A ganja smoker 
will be very much excited and could not work 
when he does not get it. The same case with the 
bhang drinkers aod charas smokers. 

35. In British India it may be feasible to pro¬ 
hibit the use of these drugs, but it may be 
impossible in Native States. Prohibition can 
be enforced by restricting the sale. It will 
occasion serious discontent among the consumers. 
It may perhaps amouut to a political dauger. The 
prohibition might be followed by recourse to alco¬ 
holic stimulants. 

36. There is no reason. 

37. The charas is stronger than ganja. 

39. Smoking is more injurious to health than 
drinking bhang. Smoking injures lungs abd 
brings on bronchitis and other lung diseases; 
while drinking bhang is less injurious because it 
is mild in its effects. 

40. Ganja smoking is advised by native doctors 
for neuralgic pain and idiopathic tetanus. Ganja 
is used in cattle disease in order to give tone to 
the stomach and to make them work longer with¬ 
out fatigue. 


41. Ganja and charas are not beneficial, but 
bhaug may be beneficial in hot climate if taken 
moderately. 

(a) It sometimes increases appetite. 

(1) It sometimes alleviates fatigue. 

( c ) It is used with that idea in some malarious 
districts. 

(d) It is used by Borne as an aphrodisiac 
medicine. 

42. Moderate use of any of these drugs is not 
harmless because it will form a habit and gra¬ 
dually it will lead him to use it excessively. 

43. Ganja smokers are as a class inoffensive. 

44. A moderate consumer is exhilarated and 
little intoxicated and is always with ready wits. 
It is sometimes refreshing and it is followed by 
depression. It creates appetite. The effect lasts 
for an hour. Nervousness and depression are the 
after-effects. It does produce longing. 

45. (a) None. 

(6) to (d) No. 

(e) It induces laziness. 

46. It does. 

55. Yes (sometimes). It can stupefy com¬ 
pletely. 


112. Evidence* of Nawalchand Hee each and, Jeweller , Bombay. 


1. Personal experience in connection with 
bhang. 

2. I know bhang by the name of bhang only. 

] 8. I know bhang deteriorates after six months 
and loses half of its narcotic effect, and it quite 
loses its effect after one year, and becomes useless 
for human consumption. Dampness and humi¬ 
dity of climate causes bhang to deteriorate. The 
deterioration can only be prevented by keeping it 
in an earthen jar closed air-tight and to bury the 
said jar in the ground. Bhang will remain good 
for one year if kept in that manner. 

23. Bhang is never used for smoking. 

24. Hindus of almost all castes use it more or 
less. 

25. I think the use of bhang is neither on the 
increase or decrease. 

28. The habitual moderate consumer will require 
one-ninth of a tola of bhang, the cost of which 
will be about one-third of a pie. The habitual ex¬ 
cessive consumer will require about half a tola, and 
the cost will be about one pie. 

* 29. Habitual consumers mix ordinarily with 
bhang black pepper. Exceptional consumers mix 
almonds, dried rose flowers, sugar, poppy seeds, 
cardamoms, and milk. Dhatura is not used with 
bhang so far as I know. These ingredients are 
put into bhang with the object of making it more 
palatable, and for the purpose of cqoling the brain. 
There is no special preparation, such as bhang 
massala, that 1 know, 

30. Bhang is generally drunk in company. The 
drinking is confined to the male sex. Men com¬ 
mence to drink when they are 20 years of age, 
and they continue doing so to old age. It is not 
customary for children to drink bhang. 

81. A person who drinks bhang occasionally 
will form no habit, but if he drinks daily for six 
months, he will form a habit. The habit of drink¬ 


ing bhang can easily be broken off. The moderate 
habit of drinking bhang does not develop into the 
excessive habit. 

82. I know that Hindus who are followers of 
Shiva pour bhang water on the ling of the god 
Shiva on Mondays and on Shivaratra days. 
I do not know whether the worshipper or any¬ 
body else drinks the bhang water poured on the 
ling of the god Shiva after it has been offered. 

33. The habitual excessivo use of bhang is 
generally considered a bad habit. I do not know 
whether the hemp plant is worshipped or not. 

34. The habitual consumers would for some 
few days feel the want a slight deprivation. 

85. In our religion the use of alcohol is strictly 
prohibited, and at times we are inclined to take 
bhang, and it would be a hardship for Govern¬ 
ment to prohibit.the use of bhang; and if the use 
of bhang is prohibited, it will, I think, be con¬ 
sumed illicitly. 

88. I do not know whether alcohol is now being 
substituted for bhang. 

41. If bhang in very small doses is taken, it 
acts as a food accessory and digestive. It alle¬ 
viates fatigue, but I do not know whether it 
gives staying power under exertion or exposure. 
Hindus who do not use liquor make use of bhang 
for the above-mentioned purposes. . 

42. The moderate use of bhang is, in my opinion, 
harmless. It acts as a food accessory and diges¬ 
tive, and is refreshing. 

48. The moderate consumer of bhang is not 
offensive to his neighbours. 

44. There is no immediate effect on the con¬ 
sumer of bhang. The effect is felt after an hour or 
two. It is refreshing. It produces exhilaration. 
It creates an appetite. The effect lasts for about 
two or three hours. The moderate habitual 
consumer feels no ill 1 after-effects. The want of 


* Translation. 
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subsequent gratification produces a longing in 
the case of a habitual moderate consumer, 

45. The habitual moderate use of bhang pro* 
duces no noxious effects of any kind. 

46. The habitual exoessive use of bhang pro* 
duces no noxious effects. It is true, however, 
that a consumer in such a case loses the time 
during which his intoxication lasts, 

47. I do not know of any case in which the 
habitual moderate use of bhaog has appeared to 
be an hereditary habit, or affect in any way the 
children of the moderate consumer. 

48. Same reply as to question No. 47. 

51. So far as I know, no large proportion of 
bad characters are habitual moderate consumers 
of bhang. The consumption of bhang has no 
connection with crime so far as I know. 

52. Same reply as to question No. 51. 

53. The excessive consumption of bhang does 
not incite to unpremeditated crime of any kiud, 
I do not know of any case in which the drinking 
of bhang has led to temporary homicidal frenzy. 

54. It is not the case that bhang is drunk by 


criminals to fortify themselves to commit crime 
of any kind. 

55. I have heard of no case in which criminals, 
in order to further their designs, have induced 
their viotims to drink bhang and so stupefy 
them. Complete stupefaction cannot be induced 
by drinking bhang. 

56. As regards bhang, narcotic effects are not 
modified by any of the substances added to it 
which I know of. These substances are added 
to bhang to make it more palatable, and to 
prevent it causing stomach-ache and wind. I 
have never heard of dhatura being added to bhang. 
Usually bhang is drunk in the evening at about 
4 P. M. after finishing business, when neither pearls 
nor precious stones are valued. The saying that 
jewellers make use of bhang for the purpose of 
better ascertaining the real quality and value of 
pearls and diamonds has, I think, no foundation. 
My brothers and myself never partake of bhang 
during business hours. We take it after business 
is closed. It is true, however, that jewellers 
believe that the drinking of bhang has the effect 
of relieving the strain on the eye-sight caused by 
the keen and continuous examination of pearls 
and precious stones. 


113. Evidence of Jamsedjbe Nasserwanjee Ginwalla,* Shenshai Farsi, Abkari 
and Opium Farmer, and proprietor of cotton-ginning factories, Ankleswar. 


1. I have had personal interviews with con¬ 
sumers of hemp drugs as well as the farmers of 
bhang, ganja, and pak for the districts of Surat, 
Broach, Kaira and Ahmedabad, the shopkeepers of 
those drugs and some native doctors (hakims or 
vaids), from all of whom I have selected my 
information. 

2- The province of Gujarat to which my investi¬ 
gations are restricted does not grow any ganja 
or charas. Flat ganja is the only drug imported 
for retail sale, chiefly from the Ahmednagar dis¬ 
trict. Charas is neither imported nor consumed 
in Gujarat. Even the farmers are not permitted 
to import and sell obaras in Gujarat under the 
present license. Only bhang is grown in the 
Surat, Broach, Kaira, and Ahmedabad districts 
iu small quantities, sufficient for local consump- 
tion, which is rarely exported, except from one 
district to another in Gujarat. 

Under the circumstances the definitions for 
bhang, ganja and charas may be accepted for my 
province of Gujarat, wherein these intoxicating 
drugs are known by the name of bhang, ganja 
and charas. There is a fourth intoxicant, name 
pak, manufactured from bhang, ghi or clarified 
butter, and sugar in the shape of sweetmeats by 
the farmer of intoxicating drugs, who is licensed 
to sell bhang, ganja and pak. 

Pak is prepared by boiling 43b of bhang, lUlb, 
of water, 21b of ghi or clarified butter, till the 
whole mass is reduced to about one-half, when the 
decoction is rubbed and strained through a cloth 
into a large plate or pot and allowed to be cooled 
down and freeze. The ghi so saturated with the 
intoxicating property of bhang aud frozen on the 
top of the decoction is removed. Fifteen pounds of 
6ugar mixed with water is boiled down to the con. 
eistency of thick syrup, mixed with the above ghi, 
and the whole mass is again boiled to a thicker 
consistency, put and spread into a large plate or 


pot, allowed to settle, cut in square pieces, and 
removed in the shape of sweetmeat called pak, 
which intoxicant is apparently left out of this 
inquiry by the Commission. 

3. There is cultivation of the hemp plaDt in 
my province of Gujarat. 

(») None for production of ganja. 

(b) None for production of chavas. 

(c) There is some grown for use of bhang. 

(d) None for production of fibre or seeds especi¬ 
ally. 

The hemp plant is cultivated in the districts of 
Surat, Broach, Kaira and Ahmedabad iu the pro¬ 
vince of Gujarat for use as bhang only to a very 
limited extent. As regards the Broach district, 
the average area under bhang cultivation is about 
three-fourths of an acre during the last ten years, 
which is restricted only to the village of Bhore- 
Bhata in the Broach taluka, I have no access to 
the records of other colleefcorates to obtain similar 
information, 

10. The persona who cultivate hemp for its nar¬ 
cotic properties do not form a special class, but 
they are of the same classes as other agricultural* 
cultivators, 

IS. Ganja is not at all cultivated in Gujarat. 

14. The following products of the hemp plant 
are prepared in my province of Gujarat 

(a) Ganja not prepared. 

( b) Charas not prepared. 

(c) Bhang is only prepared from the hemp 

plaDt in Gujarat, 1 

. Bhang is only prepared to a small extent suffi¬ 
cient for local consumption, out of which a little 
is exported from one district to another in Gujarat 
by the farmers. 

15, ( a) Only bhang is prepared from the culti- 


* Invited to attend at a sitting of the Commiiaion for oral examination, but failed to appear. 
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vated hemp plant for (A) nil, (B) eating, and 
(C) drinking in the province of Gujarat. 

(b) The wild hemp plant is practically unknown 
in Gujarat. 

18. Bhang is prepared generally by the people 
in their houses for private consumption; however, 
some people prepare and sell bhang to customers 
for drinking without a license at Surat. Bhang 
is prepared from the hemp plant wherever grown 
by cultivation in Gujarat, but I am not aware of 
the mode of preparing ganja or cbaras also from 
the wild plant wherever grown, as its cultivation 
or preparation is unknown in Gujarat. Ganja 
is only imported from the Ahmednagar district 
for sale by the farmers, which consumers buy 
from licensed shops and prepave it for their own 
private consumption with the admixture of 
tobacco. 

17. Bhang is prepared by Hindus and Muham¬ 
madans for private consumption or sale in their 
respective castes owing to religious prejudice, 
under which a Hindu would not drink bhang 
prepared by a Muhammadan with his water; 
however, a Muhammadan shall have no objection 
to drink bhang prepared by a Hindu with his own 
water. In a similar manner ganja is washed with 
water, mixed with tobacco and smoked by Hindus 
and Muharhmadans separately owing to religious 
prejudice. 

18. Bhang and ganja deteriorate by keeping 
for a long time. They do not quite lose their 
effect within two years. They keep good for 
nearly one year with ordinary care, but commence 
to deteriorate in their intoxicating properties 
gradually to the end of the second year, and be¬ 
come useless towards the end of the third year, 
when they are usually destroyed. The causes of 
deterioration are exposure, dampness, and long 
keeping ; no special measures can be taken to pre¬ 
vent deterioration, except keeping them in dry 
vessels and places for the above periods. As 
charas is neither imported nor allowed to be sold 
by the farmers or licensees in Gujarat, I am un¬ 
able to answer this query with respect to that 
drug. 

19. Ganja is used only for smoking, and charas 
is practically unknown in Gujarat. 

20. Hindu and Muhammadan religious mendi¬ 
cants, such as fakirs, sadhus, &c., residing in 
burial grounds, temples,, aud charitable religious 
places, chiefly smoke ganja. However, it is also 
smoked by middle aud lower classes of Hindus 
and Muhammadans, who generally contract the 
liahit in associating with such mendicants. The 
proportion of ganja-smokers cannot be ascertained 
.without official reliable statistics. Charas is 
practically unknown in Gujarat. 

81. As only flat ganja is imported and sold by 
the Government farmers in Gujarat, round or 
chur gauja is practically unknown, and conse¬ 
quently no choice is left to the people to prefer 
a particular kind of ganja for smoking in Gujarat. 

22. No charas, native or foreign, is either im¬ 
ported or used iu Gujarat, under the terms of the 
existing license granted to the farmers for bhang, 
ganja, and pak, 

23. Bhang is never used for smoking in any 
localities by any classes of people and to any 
extent in Gujarat. 

24. Muhammadans and Hindus eat bhang 
to a limited extent, but both classes of people 
jlrink bhang in almost all localities where people 

vol. vii 


are addicted to its use; 'the proportion of bhang 
eaters and drinkers cannot be ascertained in the 
abseuce of official statistics. 

25. The use of ganja and bhang is on the 
increase in Gujarat, which is apparent from the 
abkari administration reports, and the increased 
amounts of revenue realised for the current farms 
of bhang, ganja and pak in the Gujarat district 
of Surat, Broach, Kaira, and Ahmedabad. The 
use of charas is unknown in Gujarat. 

28. (a) The average allowance of habitual 
moderate consumers of bhang is J tola costing one 
pie, and that of ganja is half tola, costing three 
pies per diem. 

(i) The average allowance of habitual excess! vd 
consumers of bhang is six tolas, costing nine pies, 
and that of ganja is five tolas, costing annas two 
and pies six. However, there are very rare habitual 
excessive consumers of ten tolas of bhang costing 
fifteen pies and ten tolas of ganja costing five 
annas per diem. The use of charas is practically 
Unknown in Gujarat. 

29. (a) Black pepper is ordinarily mixed with 
bhang and tobacco with ganja. 

(b) The ingredients exceptionally mixed with 
bhang are black pepper, sugar, rose-flowers, car¬ 
damoms, poppy seeds, almonds, milk, carraway 
seeds, etc., flavouring ingredients, and dried fruits 
according to the taste of higher classes of consum¬ 
ers, which is Commonly named bhang massala, 
while nothing is exceptionally mixed with ganja 
beyoud tobacco. Dhatura is not used in mixing 
with bhang and ganja. The object, of the admix¬ 
ture of the above flavouring ingredients and dried 
fruits with bhang, called bhang massala, is to 
render the preparation pleasant to the taBte aud 
mild in its effects. The common bhang massala 
is composed of pepper, poppy seeds, rose-flowers, 
carraway seeds and sugar, which is used by the 
middle classes of the people. 

30. The extent of the consumption of bhang 
and ganja in solitude or in company cannot be 
ascertained without reliable statistics; however, 
their consumption is mainly confined to the male 
sex, but not to any time of life. It is not usual 
for children to consume bhang or ganja. The 
consumption of charas is practically unknown in 
Gujarat. 

SI, The habit of consuming bhang or gauja 
may easily be formed by frequenliug the society 
of the consumers of such drugs. The habit is not 
difficult to break off 1 . There is a tendency in the 
case of bhang and ganja for the moderate habit to 
develop into the excessive when one is associated 
with habitual excessive consumers. 

82. There is a religious ceremony called 
“ Abhisek” of the Mahadev in temples performed 
by Brahmins, in which some prepared bhang mix¬ 
ture is dribbled through a pot hung over the head 
of the Mahadev on certain occasions; but simple 
water may be used instead when the bhang mix¬ 
ture is not available. The use of bhang and ganja 
is not regarded as essential in connection with any 
social or religious customs, 

33. Tne consumption of bhang and gauja is not 
favourably regarded by considerate people, except 
the habitual consumers. There is no public 
opinion, social or religious, in regard to the prac¬ 
tice. The use of bhang and ganja is generally in 
disrepute, except amongst habitual consumers, 
who are addicted to tbeir use. There is no custom 
of worshipping the hemp plant on certain occa¬ 
sions by certain sects of the people iu Gujarat. 

2 a 
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84. It would perhaps be a serious privation to 
Muhammadan and Hindu religions mendicants to 
forego the consumption of bhang and ganja, which 
help professional beggars to while away their time 
in intoxication. Ganja is especially considered to 
produce bodily heat, and help those poor wretches 
against inclement weather and want of sufficient 
clothing. In the absence of any reliable statistics 
the probable number of each class of such people 
cannot be ascertained. 

35. It would neither he feasible nor justifiable 
to prohibit the use of bhang or ganja in British 
territory without the co-operation of the surround¬ 
ing and intervening Native States, whence the 
drugs would be smuggled and consumed illicitly. 
If all the Native States in India consent to co¬ 
operate with the British Government, the prohi¬ 
bition could be enforced. The prohibition would 
occasion serious discontent among the consumers 
in general, and such of the religious mendicants 
in particular- Such discentent would not amount 
to a political danger, because the consumers of 
bhang and ganja form only a microscopic minority 
as compared to the population of India, and who 
cannot expect any support from the masses. ( a ) 
The prohibition of bhang and ganja would be 
followed by recourse to alcoholic stimulants 
amongst people who have no religious prejudices 
against the use of alcohol, provided that they 
could incur increased expenditure; but non-drink¬ 
ing Hindus and Muhammadans would not take to 
alcoholic stimulants owing to the prohibition of 
bhang and ganja under any circumstances, (i) 
The prohibition of bhang and ganja may some¬ 
times be followed by recourse to opium in rare 
cases amongst non-drinking classes. 

. 38. There is no reason for thinking that highly 
excised alcohol is now being to a cerlain extent 
substituted for cheap intoxicants like bbaug and 
ganja, but, on the contrary, bhang and ganja are 
substituted for alcohol by poor drinking classes of 
people, who cannot afford money to indulge in 
costly alcohol, and the increased consumption and 
revenue of the intoxicating drugs is a proof of its 
reality. 

40. The use of gin or clarified butter saturated 
with the intoxicating property of bhang prepared 
in the manner described in the answer of question 
Ho. 2 regarding the preparation of the pak is 
prescribed by native doctors, called hakims and 
vaids, in certain medicinal preparations. No ganja 
is so used in medicinal preparations. Bhaug is 
also used in the treatment of cattle disease, but 
not ganja. 

41. (a) The moderate use of bhang and ganja 
is considered beneficial in their effects as a food 
accessory, or digestive, as could be ascertained 
from the consumers only, which statement could 
be taken for what it is worth. 

( b) The moderate use of bhang and ganja are 
said to give staying power under severe exertion 
or exposure, or to alleviate fatigue, as could be as¬ 
certained from the consumers Only. 

(c) Bhang and ganja are not considered bene¬ 
ficial in their effects as a febrifuge or preventive 
of disease in malarious and unhealthy tracts. 

(d) Bhang is supposed to be beneficial in its 
effects as a food accessory or digestive, to give 
staying power under severe exertion or exposure, 
or to alleviate fatigue in cattle and horses when 
mixed with bajri, flour, jagri, pepper, alum, ginger, 
turmeric, and garlic. 

No ganja is used for the purposes indicated in 


clauses (a), (6) and (d). Muhammadan and Hindu 
religious mendicants use bhang and ganja for any 
of the above purposes, whose proportion cannot 
be ascertained. I refer to the moderate habitual 
use in clauses (a) and (b) and moderate occasional 
use of bhang in clause (d). Charas is not used in 
Gujarat. 

42. Although I am not inclined to believe in 
the beneficial effects of the moderate use of bhaDg 
and ganja, I consider their moderate use to be 
harmless from what I could gather by persoual 
interviews with moderate consumers and a glance 
on their constitution, 

43. Yes; I think So. 

44. The immediate effect of the moderate use of 
bhang and ganja on the habitual commoners is 
said to be refreshing, produoing moderate intoxi¬ 
cation, and creating appetite. The effect of bhang 
lasts for about six hours, and that of ganja for 
about three hours ; the after-effects of bhang and 
ganja are unpleasant feelings of lassitude. The 
want of subsequent gratification produces longing 
or uneasiness. 

45. The habitual moderate use of bbang and 
ganja does not apparently produce any noxious 
effects, physical, mental or moral; does not impair 
the constitution in any way, injure the digestion 
or cause loss of appetite, cause dysentery, bron¬ 
chitis or asthma, impair the moral sense or induce 
laziness or habits of immorality or debauchery. 
It does not deaden the intellect or produce in¬ 
sanity. 

46. The habitual excessive use of bhang pro* 
duces noxious effects, physioal or mental, impairs 
the constitution, injures the digestion or causes 
loss of appetite, induces laziness, deadens the in¬ 
tellect to some extent, but it does not produce 
insanity. The habitual excessive use of ganja pro¬ 
duces noxious effects, physical or mental j impairs 
the constitution ; injures the digestion, or causes 
loss of appetite; causes dysentery, bronchitis or 
asthma ; induces laziness ; deadens the intellect or 
produces insanity, temporary or permanent. The 
symptoms of temporary insanity may be re-in¬ 
duced by the use of the drug after liberation from 
restraint, Insanes who have no recorded ganja 
history confess to the use of the drug. There is 
a Brahmin named Bavisankar Gunpatram, aged 
about 22 years, inhabitant of Anklesvar, an insane 
from the effects of the habitual excessive use of 
ganja, at present confined in the lunatic asylum at 
Ahmedabad. There are other semi or temporary 
insanes named Vanmali Morar, a tailor, aged 
about 80 years; Jelu Manishahkar, a Brahmin, 
aged about 25 years; AjuGulab,a Muhammadan, 
aged about 32 years, at Ankleswar; and many 
others elsewhere. 

58. I am acquainted with the present system of 
excise administration in my province of Gujarat 
with respect to hemp drugs, aud I do not consider 
it to be working well, which is capable of im¬ 
provement. Under the present excise administra¬ 
tion of hemp drugs, the exclusive privilege of 
import, manufacture and retail sale of hemp drugs 
is granted to the highest bidder on a lump sum 
of an annual guaranteed minimum revenue. The 
farmer is allowed to purchase bhang from local 
cultivators free of duty at any prices, or import 
from other districts covered under permits on 
payment of Rs. 5 for the first 10 mounds and Re. I 
for each, subsequent 2 maunds. The “ pak " is 
manufactured locally by the farmer as described 
in the answer for question No. 2. ’Since no 
retail price is fixed in the license, the farmer cad 
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•ell bhang, ghnja and pak at his own prices. At 
present bhang is sold from 6 to 6 annas per ft, 
ganja from lie. 1 to Re. 1 i per ft and pak from 
Re. 1 to Re. li per ft. The retail .sale accounts 
kept at shops are unsatisfactory. The actual con* 
sumption may be disguised, as deteriorated bhang 
and ganja destroyed and accounted for in the 
column of loss from deterioration and destruction, 
thus rendering actual statistics of consumption 
unsatisfactory. 

59, The manufacture of pak, local purchase of 
bhang, and import of bhang and ganja should be 
sufficiently controlled, and stocks to be kept in a 
central district depot from whence each drug to 
be issued to retail shops covered under permits, 
proper accounts kept, deteriorated drugs destroyed 
in the presence of responsible officers, retail price 
of each drng fined in the license, and the limit of 
retail sale and possession by any one person on 
any one day to be reduced from 40 to 10 tolas. 
The farm for each district should be given on 
" the central depOt, annual guaranted minimum 
vend, and definite duty system." The farmer 
should be restricted to the sale of such quantity of 
the drugs as may be covered under the annual 
minimum revenue guaranteed under his license, 
and calculated at a certain rate of duty fixed per 
ft of each drug sold, as is the case with the 
country spirit farms at present, and was the case 
with the opium farms before the guaranteed mini¬ 
mum vend system was abolished. 

62. The cultivation of the hemp plant for the 
production of bhang should be controlled by 
granting licenses for cultivation, registering the 
area under cultivation collecting, weighing and 
Storing the produce under Government supervision 
which may be issued and transported, covered 
under permits granted by competent authorities for 
local consumption “ at the district central 
authorized depfit ” for the farmer, or transported 
to other districts as may be necessary, and proper 
accounts kept of each transaction. 

63, Yes ; I have objection to the present system 
a! (a) wholesale, (ij retail vend of (1) ganja, 
(2) ebaras, (3) bhang, or preparations of them, 
which I have fully described, and indicated the im¬ 
provements I suggest in the answers for the 
questions 58 aud 59, which I consider unnecessary 
to repeat here. 

■64. Yes. The misting regulations governing 
the export and import of these drugs or of their 
preparations from and into my province or that 
transport within the province are unsatisfactory, 
because the farmer may import, export or trans¬ 
port the drugs from one place or district to 
another place or district, under permits which are 
never scrutinized, or the storage kept under Uov- 
•ernment control, and satisfactory accounts of each 
transaction are not kept. Illicit drugs could not 
be distinguished from licit or the mischief traced. 

65. Yes ; in my opinion the taxation of (1) 
Ganja, (.2) charas, (8) bhang is not reasonable 
.with reference (a), to each other, (b) to alcoholic 
or other intoxicant. I would suggest an .excise 
duty of Re. .1 par ft, on bhang, R«. .3 per ft. on ' 
ganja^and fta, 5 ( per .ft, ou chai'as, bhang is , 


the least noxious out of the three drugs. Next to 
bhang is ganja, and the worst is charas. These 
are my reasons for the different rates of taxation 
of the three drugs I suggest. 

66. No. 

67. Yes; the ultimate incidence of the tax on 
the consumers of ganja, bhang and charas is 
quite insignificant, and out of all proportion to 
that on the consumers of alcohol and opium when 
the relative intoxicating property of each drug is 
considered along with its price. 

68. There are no houses or shops licensed for 
the sale of these drugs, or their preparations, where 
they may be consumed on the premises in my 
province of Gujarat. However, some unlicensed 
sale of prepared bhang is practised at Surat which 
may be suppressed. 

69. The wishes of the people are seldom con¬ 
sidered in any way before a shop is opened in any 
locality. The revenue and polioe authorities are 
only consulted before the opening of a shop is 
sanctioned. I think it would be advisable to con¬ 
sider local public opinion in such matters. 

70. There are cases of illicit import or smug¬ 
gling of hemp drags from the Native States of 
Baroda, Retva Kantha and Mabikantha, which 
surround and interlace the province of Gujarat, 
although tfee actual offences on record are few. 
These drags are so small in bulk and easy to trans¬ 
port that detection is very difficult and sometimes 
impossible. There is use of untaxed drugs to a 
certain extent which may be greatly aggravated 
by enhancing the duty on them for licit import 
and sale. The only remedy would be the co¬ 
operation of the Native States concerned with the 
British Government in maintaining an uniform 
system of taxation, import, sale, and transport as 
iii the case of opium at present; otherwise the 
Native States will gain in revenue at the cost of 
the British Government if they may be pleased to 
raise the taxes on the drugs as suggested in the 
answer for question No. 65. The proportion of 
habitual moderate and excessive as well as occa¬ 
sional consumers of these drugs could only be 
ascertained by actual enumeration through the 
village officers in each district under the directions 
of the Collector any time, or on the occasion of 
the census. During the tenure of my opium farm 
for the Broach district for the years 1890-91 and 
1891-92, I have induced the Collector at Broach 
to order the preparation of a list of opium-eaters 
residing in each village through the mamlatdar 
and village officers in each taluka, with the quan¬ 
tity or value of opium consumed by each person 
per diem. These lists were scrutinized and cor¬ 
rected by my private preventive Inspectors on 
personal inquiries at each village, and they proved 
to be i greatly instrumental in calculating the 
actual consumption of opium iu each village, 
and tracing the illicit import, sale and consump¬ 
tion of the drug from the surrounding and inter¬ 
vening Native territories of Baroda anil Rajpipla. 
In the same manner lists of consumers of each 
intoxicating drug may be prepared and corrected 

1 from time to time, which may be very useful in 

| deducing the requisite statistics. 


114 Evidence cf Kisan Duiiohand, Licensed Vendor of Ganja , Nasik. 


1, I have*l*e8n a dealer in ganja for the last 
thirty years and cultivator of the sume for the last 
seven or eight years, 
vol. vii. 


2. The definition of ganja stated in question 2 
will serve the purpose of the inquiry. 

7. I cultivate the hemp plant for the production 

2 h 2 
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of ganja and bhang only. According to my 
knowledge there are some 80 acres of land under 
cultivation where hemp is grown. 

8. There is no increase or decrease in its culti¬ 
vation in this district for the last eight years. 

9. The land is first prepared as for other agri¬ 
cultural purposes and the seeds are sown at the 
distance of 2i feet in rows. When the seeds come 
above ground, all male plants are from time to 
time detected and destroyed. This goes on from 
four to five months, when the female flower stalks 
are removed and dried. This forms ganja, while 
bracts and some other leaves form bhang. 

14. In this district (Nasik) bhang and ganja are 
only produced. 

10. Ganja and ebaras cannot be prepared from 
plants wherever grown, for the substance is spoilt 
if the male plnnts are not destroyed, 

18. Bhang and ganja deteriorate by keeping. It 
quite loses its effect in time. With good care it 
may be preserved from two to three years. 


which is first moistened hy washing. Dhaturo is 
used with ganja in order to produoe extraordinary 
intoxicating properties. Like punch there is a 
preparation of ganja consisting of five in¬ 
gredients:—ganja, arsenic, aconite, nux vomica 
and opium. 

50. I have not known women using these 

drugs. 

51, The habit is easily formed. If a person 
daily uses one of these drugs for six months he 
usually becomes addicted to it. It is not very 
difficult to give up the habit when newly formed. 
In confirmed cases it is rather hard for the person 
to break it off. There is always a tendency in all 
intoxicating substances to develop into the ex¬ 
cessive from moderate habit, 

S3. There is no religious prohibition for the 
consumption of any of these drugs. The higher 
classes of society entertain a kind of prejudice 
against a consumer of any of these drugs, for it is 
only in the low class people that ganja smoking, 
etc., is not looked upon as immoral. 


19. Ganja and charasare only used for smoking. 
In rare cast s people eat ganja or obaras. 

20. In this district chavas is very rarely used. 
Meu from all classes smoko ganja. Consumers of 
the drug are, however, to be found in large 
majority in the bairagi and gosavi class. 

23. Bhang is never used for smoking. 

24. Men from all classes drink bhanga. 

28. (a) Nearly five tolas, cost 1| annas. 

( b) Double the quantity. 

29. Ordinarily tobacco is mixed with ganja, 


85. It would occasion serious discontent. The 
prohibition would not amount to a political danger. 
People would take to alcoholic stimulants. 

41. The moderate use of any of the drugs is 
beneficial if the consumer uses good food. Its use 
alleviates fatigue. 

48. Moderate consumers are inoffensive to their 
neighbours. 

44. It produces pleasurable sensations. It 
never raises the spirit, but it generally depresses. 
The effect lasts from two to three hours. Its after¬ 
effects are languor and dullness. 


115. Evidence of Nannu Mian B. Shaikh, Municipal Secretary, Surat. 


1. I have bad numerous opportunities of ob¬ 
taining information during my services extending 
overt wenty-sixyears—1st, as Overseer, Local Fund 
Canals, in the Hyderabad (Sind) and Shikarpur 
districts, 2ndly, as Municipal Secretary at Shikar¬ 
pur, Srdly, as Municipal Secretary at Surat, 
4thly, as Administrator of the Sachin State, and 
5thly, during my travels in Northern India, Bengal 
and Caloutta. During tho above period I had the 
opportunity of seeing the hemp being cultivated, 
of talking with cultivators, drinkers and smokers 
of bhang and ganja and charas, and of marking 
the effects thereof produced on the consumers. 

Since the receipt of the Government communi¬ 
cation No. 7893 of 10th October 1898, I have 
instituted special enquiries by actually visiting the 
fields where hemp is grown some 9 miles from 
Surat, inviting drinkers of bbang and smokers of 
ganja and charas to my residence, and hearing 
from them their experiences, taking notes of the 
effects produced on their respective countenances, 
and constitutions. 

2. The definitions given may be accepted so 
far as bhang and ganja are concerned. As re¬ 
gards charas my own idea and definitions are 
somewhat different. Charas is the name applied 
to the dew-drops, dirt and resinous matter stick- 
ing to the plant and collected by a curious pro¬ 
cess which I will explaiu in my oral examination. 
It is of course resinous matter, but not entirely 
so. 

8. Hemp plant is not seen by me growing spon¬ 
taneously without any seed.' So far as I know, 


hemp growing in the alluvial deposits on the 
banks of the Indus or the Ganges and of the 
canals flowing from it, is the production of the 
seed washed away or brought by the muddy water 
of the rivers, but I have never seen it growing 
abundantly. I have seen hemp growing on the 
bills near Sehwan, and it at first appeared to me 
to be growing spontaneously, but I soon dicovered 
that parrots, while returning to their nests on the 
bills, brought a branch or tops of the hemp plant 
from the territories of His Highness Mir Ali 
Murad Khan, Jaipur, on the opposite side and 
dropped the seeds there. The name of the bhang 
grown from these seeds is bbang-i-kohi or Kohis- 
tani. I will speak about its properties at the 
proper place. 

4, In the Surat district there is a bind of wild 
hemp growing in the hemp fields. It is known 
by the name of bhangra, 

5, For the growth of the wild hemp, exoept good 
loamy soil and moderate supply of water, no 
special condition is necessary. I have seen it 
growing at 2U to 500 feet above the sea level. 

6, The growth of the wild hemp is scattered 
and not dense. Two plants can hardly be seen 
together. 

7, In the Surat district, Charasi taluka, in the 
villages, of Bhatpur, Itcbapur, and Kanar, the 
cultivation of the hemp is carried on for the pro¬ 
duction of ( c ) bhang only. About 80 bigbas of 
land is generally used in the cultivation. No 
attempt is being made here to produce ganja and 
charas, nor is fibre extracted from the stems of 
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the plant. At Broach and Nadiad hemp is grown 
for use as bhang only, but not to such an extent 
as in Surat. 

8. There has been a continual decrease in the 
area under cultivation every year owing to the 
worry and trouble the cultivator is put. In the 
first instance, before putting the seed into the 
ground he must apply to the mamlatdar for a 
pass; secondly, while the plant is growing be is 
generally watched by abkari officers and the con¬ 
tractor; and thirdly, when the crop is ready he 
must remove it under a pass and give it to the con. 
tractor for what he chooses to pay, i.e., he is at 
the mercy of the contractor, who generally has 
the contract for the whole province as at present. 

9. The cultivation of hemp is generally com¬ 
menced from the middle of the rainy season till 
the cold season or till December in Gujarat and in 
July or August iu Sind. The soil necessary for 
hemp cultivation is loamy or sandy. The ground 
is first levelled and cleared of shrubs, etc. It is 
then flooded and ploughed up, the seed is then 
put in by means of phatke (tubular vertical in¬ 
strument). Too much water is injurious to the 
growth of the hemp. If there is no sufficient 
moisture the field is watered once or twice. The 
low, 6andy, clayish banks of rivers are overrun 
once or twice with water, like the Indus or the 
Tapti, known as katcho in Sind and bhata in 
Gujarat, is best suited for the growth of hemp. 

10. In Sind and other places and in Surat the 
cultivation of hemp is confined not to one class. 
The cultivators are of the same class as other 
cultivators ; any cultivator having land suitable for 
the growth of hemp may cultivate it. 

11. In Sind, in the territories of His High¬ 
ness Mir Ali Murad Khan, ganja is raised from 
the same seed as bhang. The plant intended for 

anja becomes generally stunted on account of 
arder and rocky nature of soil underneath it. 
The leaves get shrivelled. This is the distinguish, 
ing feature of the plant which is left for ganja, 
which is a female plant. The flowers and tops of 
the branches assume the same form. The flowery 
tops of the wild hemp plant known in Sind as Kohi 
or Kohistani possesses even without their being 
made into flat or round ganja, the properties of 
ganja and much searched after by fakirs and 
sadhus visiting thote regions. 

12. No. I have no reason to suppose that wild 
hemp is specially cultivated anywhere for the 
production of ganja. 

13. No; on the contrary in Gujarat, i.e., at 
Surat, Broach and Nariad, the cultivation of the 
hemp plant is restricted for bhang. It might be 
so restricted in Sind for aught I know. The 
cultivation of hemp for ganja alone is also pos¬ 
sible in Gujarat. The conditions of climate, soil, 
rainfall, etc., are the same as for the cultivation 
of hemp; for bhang, a little richer soil, mixed 
with rotten leaves manure, is perhaps necessary. 

14. Yes; only bhang is prepared from the 
hemp plant in the province of Gujarat, i.e., in 1 
the Surat, Broach and Kaira districts. In North¬ 
ern India, Sind and the Deccan ganja is produc¬ 
ed from the hemp plant. So far as I know, 
charas is made at Yarkand and North Afghani¬ 
stan. The extent of the cultivation of hemp plant 
for bhang only in Surat is about 80 bighas, yield¬ 
ing about 300 maunds of bhang. 

15. From the cultivated hemp plant the follow¬ 
ing two articles are made in the province of 
Sind 

Bhang, which is of two kinds, (1) bhang 


khuti, and (2) bhang ghumdini. Bhang 
khuti is the compound of leaves with Beeds 
mixed together. This is commonly used 
for making majum (bhaDg sweetmeat) and 
bhang ghi to be eaten. Bhang ghumdini 
is the topmost branch of the plant with 
leaves and seeds sticking to it, and used 
for drinking after it is well pounded and 
mixed with water. This is also done in 
Gujarat. 

Ganja is known here to be of three kinds— 
(1) flat or chapat, (2) round or ghundi, 
or bandi kali, and (3) chur or broken. 
This is used for- smoking. 

I have read in books and heard how charas is 
made in Yarkand, etc. it is also used for 
smoking. 

16. Bhang is prepared by the people in their 
houses. It is also sold in liquid or dry state iu 
the bazar. It can be prepared from the plant 
wherever it grows. Yes; ganja can also be so 
prepared, but not charas, the preparation of which 
is peculiar, and I will describe it, if required, 
orally. 

17. The preparations of the hemp drug are 
made almost by all classes, Hindus and Muham¬ 
madans throughout India. Some Parsis also 
prepare and drink bhang in Surat. 

18. Yes; all three drugs deteriorate by keeping 
them over a year after the crop is cut or gather¬ 
ed. It loses its effect by time. With ordinary 
eare it keeps for a year or two. The atmospheri¬ 
cal changes aud exposure deteriorate the effects of 
the drug. If after the crop is cut and dried it 
is kept in hermetically sealed tin cases, it is likely 
to retain its efleetB for a longer period. 

19. Ganja and charas are used for smoking. 
At Faizabad in Northern India, ganja is even 
eaten. It is generally passed round in company, 
and every one present takes a pinch or two and 
puts it in his mouth. 

20. Charas and ganja are smoked by the Hindus 
and Muhammadans, i.e., bairagis, sadhus, fakirs and 
others throughout India wherever they arc avail¬ 
able. Ganja is mostly smoked in Gujarat, where 
cbaras is not available. 

21. Round, or what is commonly known as 
bandi kali or baluohar, is preferred for smoking. 
Flat or cbapat ganja is said not to be so intoxi¬ 
cating as round or baluehar ganja. 

22. Charas is not used in the province of Guja¬ 
rat. Sometimes small quantities are found with 
sadhus and bairagis or fakirs coming from North¬ 
ern India, BeDares, etc., but it is kept by them 
more for show than for aotual use. 

23. Bhang is not used for smoking, 

24. In Sind bhang is drunk almost by all 
classes, Hindus or Muhammadans, males or 
females, and even by children. When mixed with 
massala and properly prepared, it is one of the most 
cooling and refreshing drinks, specially during the 
hot weather. I have personally drunk it when I 
was in Sind with great advantage to my health. 
I will state my experience of it in my oral examin¬ 
ation. In Gujarat it is generally drunk by some 
of the Hindus and Muhammadans, and specially by 
the jewellers, It is a usual drink for the fakirs 
and sadhus. About 30 per cent, of the Hindu 
male population and 10 per cent. Muhammadan 
male population and 1 per cent. Parsi male popu¬ 
lation drink bhang in Surat, Bhang is not eaten 
except in majum and ghi. 
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25. In Sind Mid Gujarat tfce US6 of ganja and 
bhang is on the increase, as they kept the per¬ 
sons using or consuming them in good humour, 
produce appetite, digestion and rest, and are not 
so heating as other intoxicating drugs and drinks 
are. 

26. Amongst the consumers there are— 

(a) 70 per cent, of habitual moderate con¬ 
sumers ; 

(5) 80 per cent, habitual excessive consumers; 

(e) 6 per cent, occasional moderate consum¬ 
ers; and 

(i d ) 5 per cent, occasional excessive con¬ 
sumers of bhang and ganja. 

27. From the Hindus and Mussulmans. They 
are mostly sadhus, bairagis and fakirs, and some are 
well-to-do Hindus and Muhammadaus. There are 
various circumstances whioh lead one to contract 
the habit of drinking bhang and smoking ganja. 

28. I give below the average allowance and oost 
of each drug per day—> 

(a) Habitual moderate bhang drinker com- 
sumes about 12 pies weight, worth about 
8 pies. 

Habitual moderate ganja smoker smokes about 
24 pies weight or about 2 annas worth. 

(b) Habitual excessive consumer of bhang 
takes about half a lb. or about three 
apnas worth of bhang. 

Habitual excessive smoker of ganja takes about 
fifty pies weight, worth about five annas. 

29. The well-to-do drinkers of bhang generally 
mix ahnonds, pistachios, poppy soeds, pepper, 
cardamoms, pumpkin seed, cummin and aniseed. 
Hhatura is not mixed except by bairagis or 
eadbus who want to remain in unconscious or 
semi-oonsaious state. Ganja is ordinarily and 
exceptionally mixed -with tobacco and smoked by 
all habitual consumers except aUme sadhus or baira¬ 
gis who smoke it in their ohillum without any 
mixture to get more intoxicated. 

50. As to the extent of consumption of each of 
these drugs in solitude see my reply in paragraph 
28. In company more or about one-third more is 
used by each consumer. In Sind drinking of 
bhang is confined to both males and females, and 
in the ten days of Muharram pots of bhang sweet¬ 
ened with sugar or jagri are kept in the bazar 
for use by the masses of all ages, males and females, 
except Hiudus who have their own bhang pots. ! 
Ganja is smoked also by sadhus' children, and 
there is no limit of age When they commence 
smoking. 

31. The habit of consuming any of these drugs 
is gradually formed but not easily broken. It 
develops from moderate into excessive habit in 
company or when the person using bhang or ganja 
is in an indifferent health, 

32. Except amongst the sadhus and fakirs there 
is no custom, social or religious, to use these 
drugs, It is often said that a man is not admitted 
Into the fraternity or class of fakirs or eadbus 
unless he commences with the drinking of bhang 
or the smoking of ganja. Bhang us generally 
temperately drunk by the fakirs, but ganja is 
excessively smoked by the sadhus. It is likely 
to lead to formation of habit, otherwise injurious. 

33. The consumption of each of these drugs is 
generally regarded by educated people with dig- 
favjjnr. The Muhammadan religion prohibits the 
use of any intoxicating drug or liquid. Amongst 


the Hindus for aught I know it may be different. 
It is drank or smoked by Hindu eadbus and 
Muhammadan fakirs with incantation, invoking 
the aid of Mahadeo or Anal Hak or Shah Bsbawal 
Hak, etc. 

34, It would be a serious privation to the fakirs 
and Badhu classes to forego the consumption of 
the drugs they use, I know of fakirs aud sadhoB 
living for days together by simply smoking ganja 
or drinking bhang. It is in fact their food. I 
oan form no idea as to the number of each class, 
having no census statistics before me, but it may 
be put down that at least 15 per cent, of the whole 
population of India will be put to the serious pri¬ 
vation. They oannot at once give up the use, 
fearing attacks of asthma, want of rest, appetite, 
and indigestion. 

35, It would not be feasible to prohibit the use 
of any of these drugs in the present generation at 
least. The drugs would be illicitly consumed. 
The prohibition will cause serious discontent and 
lead to danger. Education is the only means of 
making the future generation understand the dis¬ 
advantages arising from the consumption of any of 
these drags. No end of preaching will have any 
effect on habitual consumers. I do not think the 
prohibition would be followed by recourse to (o) 
alcoholic stimulants, or (6) other drugs. 

36, There is no reason for thinking that alcohol 
is now being substituted for any of these drugs. 
On the contrary, fakirs and Badhus hate alcoholic 
drink. 1 actually tried tbis by offering spirituous 
liquor to them, but they would not drink it. 

87. Gharas is said to be more intoxicating than 
ganja. It is more injurious to human constitution 
than ganja. 

38. The three different preparations of ganja 
produce different effects on the consumers on 
account of the three being a degree more or less 
intoxicating. Proper effect is secured by the con¬ 
sumer increasing ot decreasing the quautity of the 
ganja according to its strength. 

See my answer to paragraph 21. 

89. The smoking of any preparation of hemp 
plant is more injurious than drinking or eating 
bhang, as the latter is more cooling and less 
intoxicating. 

40, In Unani Tib and Persian books on medi¬ 
cines, like Mujarrebnt Bo Alt, published at Agra 
by Munshi Kishanlal, ftlujarrebat Akbari published 
at Bombay by Mohamed Husen, the uses of these 
drugs are prescribed for different ailments, etc. 
The llakhzan-vl-Advia describes the advantages 
and disadvantages arising by the consumption of 
these drugs. 

41, The moderate use of charas, ganja or bhang 
is considered .beneficial—• 

(«) as a food accessory or digestive; 

(5) as giving staying power under severe 
exertion or exposure or alleviation of 
fdtigue ; 

(c) as a febrifuge or [preventive of disease in 
malarious and unhealthy tracts. 1 have 
seen sadhus enduring after a smoke of 
ganja any amount of cold without feeling 
its least effeot. I have seen sadhus stand¬ 
ing in iee-like cold water throughout the 
winter night and morning with north¬ 
east cold wind blowing. I have also 
seen Muhammadans andHindu labourers 
after a good drink of bbang working 
night and day stopping breaches of bundB 
aud banks of canals without any bad 
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effect on their health. In Sind about 60 
per cent. o£ population use the drugs, 
specially bhaDg moderately, 

42. The moderate use of these drugs is harmless 
for reasons given above. 

48. Moderate or even excessive consumers of 
any of these drugs are harmless and inoffensive to 
their neighbours. They are never aggressivo. 

44. The immediate effect of the moderate use of 
any of these drugs on the habitual consumer ii 
refreshing. It produces slight intoxication. It 
allays hunger and creates appetite. Its effects 
last for five or six hours, and the after-effects are 
not bad. 

45. The habitual moderate use of any of these 
drugs does not produce any noxious effects. It 
docs not impair the constitution nor does it injure 
the digestion or cause loss of appetite. It is 
said to prevent dysentery, bronchitis, or asthma. 
It does not impair the moral sense or induce 
laziness or habits of immorality or debauchery. 
Moderate drinking of bhaugaud smoking of ganja 
does not deadeu the intellect and produce insanity ; 
and I have no personal knowledge of any moderate 
consumer becoming insane or suffering from any 
mental anxiety or brain disease. Nor can the 
fakirs or sadhus whom I have consulted lay their 
hand on a particular person by way of example. 

46. Habitual excessive use of these drugs 5s 
simply injurious, but personally I do not know 
any habitual excessive consumer becoming insane, 
nor have I been informed of any case by the fakirs 
and sadhus with whom I have been meeting and dis¬ 
cussing this matter. To such consumers the drugs 
are harmless, but to novices it is very harmful. 

47 and 48. It is not hereditary, nor does it affect 
the children of moderate consumers so far as I 
know and 1 am informed by the fakirs and sadhus. 

49 and 50. I do not know; but Persian medical 
hooks, mentioned in paragraph 40, recommend use 
of bhang and majum (bhang sweetmeat) for excite¬ 
ment ofipasaion and sexual intercourse, 

51. There are not many bad characters I know 
of who are habitual moderate consumers of any of 
these drugs the use of which discourages crimes. 


52. Excessive use of any of these drugs will 
make the consumers afraid of doing any such 
thing. 

53. Excessive indulgence in any of these drugs 
does not incite to unpremeditated crime, violent or 
otherwise. I do not kuow of any case in which it 
has led to temporary homicidal frenzy. 

64. Prom what I know, these drugs have the 
advantage of discouraging any act of violence or 
crime. There is a Sindhi proverb that a bhangi 
(bhang drinker) may boast of high deeds, but 
when he is once drunk he is powerless to do any¬ 
thing. The defeat of the Sindhis at the battle 
of Miani near Hyderabad is always attributed to 
the effects of bhang. 

55. Criminals, in order to further their designs, 
induce their victims to partake of any of these 
drugs. Complete stupefaction is produced with 
the admixture of dhatura. 

56. The effects of hemp used in moderation or 
in exoess, mixed with dhatura, greatly increase 
intoxication. 

57. Ganja is said to be eaten in Fsizabad on the 
Gomti. In a company of fakirs or bairagis, a 
basket or box of ganja is passed round. It is said 
to be very intoxicating. I have no personal ex¬ 
perience of this. 

60 and 61. No. 

62. No. It is quite feasible. The practice of 
obtaining a license before hemp is cultivated is 
quite sufficient. 

63. No. 

64. Tha present restrictions are quite sufficient. 

65. The present taxation on bhang, charas, and 
gaDja is excessive. If it is reduced, it will not 
affect alcoholic or other intoxioants. 

66 and 67. No. 

68. There are shops for the sale of these drugs, 
also of their preparations. These are harmless 
places. 

69. No; the wishes of the people are not con¬ 
sulted when a shop is opened in any locality; I 
think people should be consulted, 

70. I am not aware. 


116. Evidence of Rao Bahadur Yjsnkat Ran go Katti, Pensioner, Dharwar . 


1. My personal experience and information from 
two friends who have served long in the Abkari 
department, and intimacy with persons using hemp 
drugs. 

2. Nothing but seed is produced from the male. 
•Ganja, bhang and all varieties come from the 
female. Round ganja is not sold in this district. 

8. Hemp neither grows spontaneously nor is 
cultivated in the Dharwar district. The Jath 
State is the nearest tract to Dharwar where the 
plant is cultivated. I have, however, seen the 
male plant spontaneously grown singly in my 
garden once or twice. 

7. No. 

14, No. Ganja and bhang come from the Satara 
district, especially from a town named Lengre. 
Charas is never sold in the bazar, and scarcely any 
man knows it. 

15. Preparations for eating and drinking 

Hough -Ganja cleaned and dried on 

fire is powdered and strained through cloth. 

The powder is then putiu a strong (pukka) 


syrup prepared of refined sugar or raw sugar 
while ou fire. The mixture is immediately 
poured on a smooth board greased with ghee, 
and when it cools, it is cut into small slices 
for use. This majum was formerly sold under 
license, but latterly from about ten years it 
is not sold in the bazar. 

Refined majum.— Ganja, washed perfectly clean 
by rubbing with bands in water, is boiled in 
water. When the water assumes green 
colour, butter in the proportion of one-balf 
kaeha seer to half a seer of ganja is put in 
the boiling water. When a thick green 
cream is seen on the surface, the pot is re¬ 
moved from fire, and its contents are strained 
through a rough woollen cloth so as the 
strained water containing the essence of ganja 
mixed with butter wpuld fall into the basin of 
cold water. When the water cools, a thick solid 
cream formed on the surface in the basin is 
carefully removed and the water thrown away. 
Then a pakka syrup of kaeha 6 seers of good 
sugar is prepared, in which half a nutmeg, i 
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tola of mace, i tolaof saffron, J tola of almonds, 
4 or 5 cloves, all powdered together are put 
together with the cream of ganja, and the 
whole is poured on a smooth board and slices 
cut as above stated. Habitual eaters take 
about a tola of this majum for a dose. 

Dudhia..— Bhang is cleaned and washed clean 
as above stated, and then pounded with water 
till it becomes very fine. The lump is then 
mixed with milk in the* proportion of 2 
tolas of the former to 4 kaeha seers of the 
latter, and about a kaeha seer of sugar is 
added to the whole. The above spices and 
dried grapes are also putin the mixture, which 
is then poured from a height of about 5 
feet into a pot placed on the flour. This 
operation of pouring continues till the fluid 
becomes so sticky as to form one single thread 
from the upper pot to the lower. The more 
the fluid is sticky, the better is its narcotic 
quality and flavour. An expert drinker of 
dudhia can drink about two kaeha seers of it 
at a time. Poor people mix milk and water in 
equal quantity or use water alone for prepar¬ 
ing this beverage. 

Some people swallow the lump of the bhang 
mixed with raw sugar or even alone, and some 
mix bhang with vegetables and flesh at the 
time, of cooking. 

Bhang powder mixed with braad or husk is 
given to cattle which havo become lean. This 
medicine makes them healthy. 

18. It keeps good for one year; after that it 
loses half its property and causes cough if smoked. 
It becomes totally useless after three years. The 
cause of deterioration seems to be the dampness of 
the climato. In dry climate it is said to continue 
undeteriorated for a longer time. 

19. Ganja is used for smoking and eating. 
Charas is geuerally not known; if specially 
brought, a very little quantity of it is used for 
smoking with ganja or tobacco, the proportion 
being about 1 to 20. 

20. All bairagis, gosains, fakirs and such other 
wanderers, Rajputs and Mussalmans, generally 
Marathas, Longayets and artizans are less addicted; 
Jaius aud Brahmins rarely smoke; Parsis and 
Hindu cultivators never, perhaps Christians also. 
I speak of ganja alone, and not of charas. 

Hi. Round ganja is not sold here, the flat is 
most used, the chur is not sold separately. Well- 
to-do smokers bring ganja from bazar and se¬ 
parate ehuv from it for their smoking; chur is 
thus much more costly and it is more effective 
than ganja. 

22. Charas is generally not knowu iu this part. 

23. Not used for smokirg, 

24. Bairagis and fakirs drink bhang prepared 
in the manner stated under question 15. Other 
people are not addicted to it. Some persons 
prepare dudhia on festive occasions, especially in 
the hot season and take it at night as a luxury, 

25. More ganja is consumed every year. The 
number of consumers is therefore on the increase. 
The general increase of population seems to be the 
chief if not the only cause. 

2fl. Respectable people of the classes stated 
under question 20 smoke ganja stealthily and 
moderately. Excessive smokers among them are 
very rare. Occasional moderate consumers can 
be found here and there among most classes, but 
occasional excessive consumers are not to be found 
anywhere, 


27. Bairagis and fakirs smoke ganja or drink 
bbaug to make attention steady and to wipe off 
fatigue. But among other people, want of occu¬ 
pation is the principal cause which leads to the 
habit of using the hemp. Association with 
smokers and drinkers may be said to be the next 
cause leading to the habit. But in this case also 
want of occupation is requisite. Traders, shop¬ 
keepers, cultivators and such other people who 
are engaged in their daily work from morning till 
a late hour at night nevCr think of ganja or bhang, 
though they are associated with persons addicted 
to them. 

28. Moderate habitual consumer requires about 
an ounce of ganja daily aud an excessive consumer 
about double of that quantity. Ganja is sold at 
annas six per seer, or quarter anna’s weight per 
quarter anna when purchased in small quantity. 
The rate of bhang is half of ganja, i.e., annas 
three per seer, or half auna’s weight per pice. 

29. Ganja is first washed clean by rubbing it in 
the hands with water and then it is put in the 
chillum for smoking with about half of its quantity 
of tobacco. Gauja smoked alone without the 
accompaniment of tobacco js believed to cause 
madness. If the quantity of tobacco exceeds that 
of ganja, it produces cough. 1 have not known 
auyhody using dhatura with ganja or bhaug; nor 
do I know bhang massala. See majum and du¬ 
dhia under question 15. 

30. Ganja is generally smoked in company ex¬ 
cept in the case of respectable people, who smoke 
it stealthily in solitude. Women are seldom 
known to smoke ganja or drink bhang. Majum 
is sometimes used by them. Children are not 
addicted to any of these. The habit of smoking 
begins with youth and grows to its utmost in old 
age. 

31. Bairagis and fakirs who have some good 
objects in view, as Btated further on, cannot do 
without gauja and bhang, and in their case the 
habit rarely grows to excess. But in the case of 
other people want of occupation and association 
with consumers of ganja and bhang is the chief 
inducement for forming the habit j laziness being 
next to it. The same causes may be said to 
develop the habit into the excessive. The habit 
once formed is nob easy to break off, 

32. Pepple come from Northern India consider 
themselves bound to use ganja and bhang in the 
festival of Durgapuja in Navaratra. The lower 
classes in these parts take the liberty of smoking 
gauja moderately in fairs, but that does not neces¬ 
sarily lead to the formation of the habit. 

33. It is regarded with contempt in these parts. 
Public opinion {both social and religious) is de¬ 
cidedly against the practice. For the Hindu Dbar- 
mashastra is strongly opposed to the use of any 
narcotic or intoxicating drug. A verse of the 
Jiiffved counts driuking among great sins and 
classes it with stealing gold, embracing a Shudra 
woman, acceptance of donation from sinful per¬ 
sons, etc. The word surfi pana in this verse in¬ 
cludes all drinks affecting The brain. Manu counts 
mada, which means both intoxication and narco¬ 
sis, among the ten vices caused by lust (ch. 7, 
verses 47, etc.). 

84. Certaiuly so. Bairagis and other wanderers 
cannot live without ganja for a moment, as they 
value it even more than food. The other classes 
enumerated under question' 20 would also feel it 
very hard to give up their habit, simply because it 
is the only luxury they enjoy and because they 
cannot kill their time without its help. The 
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number addioted to ganja and bhaug would not be 
lees than 20 per cent, in this district. 

85. Ganja and bhang cannot be prohibited 
easily. Serious discontent among the consumers 
would be the oonsequence. Still no political dan¬ 
ger need be apprehended, at any rate in Southern 
India, as most of the consumers are poor people 
hating no influence in society. They will proba¬ 
bly take to drinking. 

86. So far as I have known, no such person can 
be found. A person addioted to either ganja or 
alcohol may contract the habit of the other and 
continue both. A person having both the habits 
occasionally substitutes ganja for liquor for want 
of sufficient money, but he then tries to get liquor 
as soon as possible. Liquor is a more costly luxury 
than ganja, and this explains why one addicted 
to ganja would not take to liquor. The influence 
of liquor is stronger, but of a shorter duration, 
while that of ganja is milder, but of a longer 
duration. This also explains why a person addicted 
to either would not leave it in favour of the other. 

87. Charas is believed to produce narcotic 
effect about twenty times more than common 
ganja. See answer to question 19. 

88. I have stated under question 21 that ohur 
is much more effective than flat ganja. 

89. Smoking is more injurious than drinking 
any preparation of hemp; and eating the same is 
least injurious of all. Inordinate smoking makes 
the eyes smoky or red and the lips black, burns 
the blood and causes cough and constipation. 
Moderate smoking with nourishing food is least 
injurious, and proves tonic in some cases. Drink¬ 
ing bhang is not known to cause any of these in¬ 
juries, even though the food is not nourishing. 
Bating ganja or majum is equally harmless. All 
smokers of ganja are required to take a prepara¬ 
tion of fowl's meat at least once in six months 
to avoid these diseases. Those who do not take 
animal food take butter, milk, or ananas for the 
same purpose. 

40. The properties of hemp or vijoya given'in 
the Vidya Nighantu are as follows■ 

Vijoya or hemp is bilious, strong, bitter, hot, 
constipating, light for digestion j it increases appe¬ 
tite, creates taste in the tongue, causes stupor, 
gives tone to speech or makes one talkative, causes 
awoon (when excessively used) and is an autidote 
to phlegmatic and rheumatic affeotions. Hemp 
is further believed to make the attention steady j 
and for this reason it is smoked or drunk by learned 
shastries in the north when they attend to their 
Btudies. They call hemp plant duyanavalli, or 
plant of knowledge. With regard'to cattle dis¬ 
ease, see the last paragraph of answer to ques¬ 
tion 15. 

41. Ganja and bhang especially are believed to 
be digestive and tonio when moderately used. 

In medicine ganja is used as an antidote on the 
loss of manly power and on all varieties of diar¬ 
rhoea. I practice in native medicine, and give 
ganja on diarrhoea as follows Wash good ganja 
in clean fresh water by rubbing with hands till 
clean water instead of green issues from it. Then 
after drying in the sun mix it with a little fresh 
ghee (about one-tenth of its quantity) by rubbing 
with the hands. Bake the whole on fire and 
reduce it to a fine powder by pounding and strain¬ 
ing through cloth. Mix the powder with an 
equal quantity of red or raw sugar. The medicine 
is ready. This taken from i to i tola (according 
to the patient’s strength) at bed time effectively 
vol. vii. 


ohecks all sorts of diarrhoea including long-stand¬ 
ing tangrahani, in which undigested matter is 
accumulated and discharged alternately for short 
periods of about two or three days, 

42. I consider so. I have seen persons who 
smoke ganja once or twice a day and keep excel¬ 
lent health. They devour food like brutes. But 
they become easily irritable and rather quarrel¬ 
some. 

‘43. They become somewhat hot-tempered and 
quarrelsome. “ Bhangat" and “ ganjekas ” are 
terms used as other words for quarrelsome. But 
these generally apply to those who indulge exces¬ 
sively in bhang or ganja. 

44. Moderate use immediately produces a state 
of drowsiness which is not unpleasant; excessive 
use stupefies or produces delirium, but never in¬ 
toxication. Moderate use is refreshing, creates 
appetite and makes the attention steady, thinking 
on the uppermost subject in the mind and per¬ 
formance of the work in hand, continuing without 
deviation till the effect lasts. Majum moderately 
taken at bed time gives good sleep. None of the 
drugs are known to produce any after-effoot, but 
the want of gratification at the appointed time 
makes one dispirited or dejected. 

45. (b) Yes. See under question 39. 

' (c) No. It increases appetite. 

(d) It causes bronchitis, but checks dysentery 
and diarrhoea. See uuder questions 39 and 41. 

(e) It induces laziness and makes its consumers 
quarrelsome. 

(/) See under question 40. But habitual 
excessive use produces permanent insanity. I 
have seen in my youth a Brahmin aged 50 who 
had become insane by the use of ganja and bhang 
from youth. At the time seen by me he ate no¬ 
thing but gram boiled with a handful of ganja or 
bhang, whichever he could get. He did not sep¬ 
arately smoke ganja or drink bhang. The gram 
was once boiled in the morning and consumed till 
evening. He never shaved hiB head or beard and 
appeared like a bairagi with sunken and smoky 
eyeB, dried (ace and black lips, though he was very 
healthy. He walked always bare-bodied and 
bathed daily in cold water. He behaved like a 
simpleton or a fool, and was perfectly harmless. 
His wife had expelled him from her house, and he 
importuned everybody he met to advise her to 
accept him. 

46; See the above answer. 

47. I cannot answer this question with certain¬ 
ty, but can tell something more about the 6ame 
man of whom I have spoken above. He was the 
eon of a sage who is still remembered with respect 
and regard in the Southern Maratha country, and 
is said to have worked miracles. The insaue son 
has left two daughters who are perfectly sane, 
and the son of one of them is now a mamlatdar, 
though very young. 

48. See the above answer. 

49. See under question 41. I know nothing 
about its use by prostitutes. So far as I have 
known, a moderate use of hemp for a short time 
to stimulate sexual desire is not at all injurious. 
I have known no case of impotence produced by 
hemp. 

50. Exocessive use of hemp may give rise to 
impotenoe as the consequence of constipation, 
which is its immediate effect. 

2 j 
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51 . The term “bad character “ seems rather am¬ 
biguous. A moderate consumer of hemp in any 
form becomes irritable and raises quarrel at the 
slightest cause. Quarrelsomeness may lead to 
causing injury to others. Besides this I am not 
aware of any other crime which a moderate con¬ 
sumer of hemp is prone to commit. 

52. The above oharaeter is more marked if the 
consumer does not become insane, 

58. A Lengayet trader of this place, who was 
much addicted to smoking ganja, killed his own 


brother in sleep at night. . He denied the charge 
in his trial, but was ultimately haDged. Some 
other persons using ganja, who pas» for-respect¬ 
able men, are suspected of the same crime for the 
sake of money and other causes, 

54 to 56. I have no knowledge of the matter. 

57. I have not known ganja used for drinking. 
As to its being used for eating, see answers to 
questions 15, 45, etc., where its effects are also 
stated. 


117. Evidence of Gcrappa Rachappa, Lengayet , Office of Shetti (Revenue and 

Police ), Dharwar. 


1. As I have been serving as Shetti {Revenue 
and Police) of the towfo of Dharwar for a long 
time, I have had ample opportunities to deal with 
matters in connection with the hemp drugs. The 
information which I attempt to submit is conse¬ 
quently based on my long experience of the mode 
of living of the people addicted to the use of the 
drugs, and also on hearing the cultivators of the 
plaut, contractors of farms, and traders dealing 
in them. 

2. The definitions, as given in No. 2 of the 
questions, being equivocal, may be acoepted for 
our province. 

3. The hemp plaut grows spontaneously in the 
districts of Dharwar, Belgaum, Bijapur, Satara, 
and Ahmednagar. The plants grow wherever the 
seeds happen to fall down on the ground in back 
yards or in other open places; but they do not 
yield ganja and die away as useless vegetables. 

4 . Qanja is also known by the following uames : 
{1) Green tobacco, which is called in Kanarese 
“hasara lambak ; ” (2) Ascetio leaf, which is 
called in Kanarese “ shiddha patri and these 
terms refer exactly to ganja. 

The consumers of ganja are looked down by 
the public in general, as they are generally called 
in Kanarese “bhangi mukka, ganji mukka." 
They cannot claim respect in society. They have 
preferred calling it by different names from that 
of ganja, which is odious and detestable. 

5. The wild hemp grows wherever the seeds get 
into the ground, but does not yield any crop; 
therefore no special conditions of climate, soil, 
rainfall, etc., can be prescribed to be necessary. 

6. The growth of the wild hemp is ordinarily 
scattered like tobacco plants. 

7 . The hemp is cultivated in our province for 
the production of the ganja alone and and not for 
charas, which is the natural yield of the plants, 
and also not for bhang, which is obtained in 
course of the process of the preparation of the 
ganja and while packing it up for export. It is 
not cultivated for fibre or seeds. 

It is cultivated in (1) Lengre and Devibhindi, 
and in their surrounding villagee in the Vithe 
taluka of the Satara district; (2) in Savalgi of the 
Jamkbandi State ; (3) in Surdi in the Barsi taluka 
of the Sholapur district; and (4) in some villages 
of the Ahmednagar district. It is cultivated in 
fields of which the soil is best fitted for the pur- 
pose. The produce in these places suffices for the 
requirements of the district comprised in the 
Central and Southern Divisions. 

8. ¥tom the information obtainable, it is 
ascertained that the cultivation covers a larger 


area than before. The increase in the area has 
been gradual, because the number of consumers 
is gradually increasing and the price of the hemp 
drugs is rising. 

9. The land in the first place is turned up, 
clods broken, and the soil prepared by putting 
manurial matters for cultivation. The seeds, 
consisting of male and female and mixed up, are 
sown from Ponarvasu to Pushya Nakshatras in 
the Hindu month of Shravana (corresponding 
English month August! in coulter drills. When 
the plants grow to the height of a foot or so and 
are dense, the male plants, which do not yield 
ganja are rooted out, to leave the female ones 
sufficient space between. If all the plants in a 
line are female, some of them also are rooted out 
to allow the rest sufficient space between. The 
space between the two plants should ordinarily be 
not less than a foot. If the plants are dense they 
do not thrive, and the yield is poor and deterior¬ 
ated in quality. The leaves of the female young 
plaots are nipped off to invigorate their growth. 
It is harvested in December. 

10. The persons who cultivate hemp are not 
necessarily of any special olass. They are of the 
classes from whioh fields are cultivated for agri¬ 
cultural produce. 

11. The plants cultivated for the production 
of ganja are never raised from the seed of the wild 
hemp, but from those grown by cultivation. The 
seeds of the preceding year are preserved for 
sowing for the ensuing year. 

12. The wild hemp is not generally cultivated 
for the production of ganja anywhere. The male 
plant should in either case be extirpated, 

18. The cultivation of the hemp plant for ganja 
is restricted in our province. It is restricted to 
the districts of Satara, Ahmednagar, Sholapur,* 
and to the State of Jamkhindi, because ganja 
grows only in these districts. The hemp plant 
is not grown in the other districts, therefore they 
are not restricted there. It is cultivated in the 
above Ghat districts only. The soil for its oulti- 
vat,ion should be whitish-black (halyerij or red 
soil (mnsari) with no stones iu it. The rainfall 
required should be a little more than that required 
for the growth of wheat and a little less than that 
required for jowari. The climate should be cold. 
Its cultivation is impossible in Mallad tracts 
where the rainfall is generally heavy and the soil 
is red and stony, and also in rich black soil, where 
the rainfall is untimely and generally insufficient 
There are some places where the sod will be fit 
to cultivate the hemp plant; but the people there 
being quite ignorant to cultivate it, ft is not 
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undertaken, as it is restricted by Government, 
and is attended with inordinate agricultural labour. 

14. Jn our province ganja, charas and bhang 
are prepared in places enumerated iu answer No. 7 
to meet the requirements of the consumers in the 
Central and Southern Divisions. 

15. The wild plant is nowhere grown in our 
province, therefore no description of the products 
therefrom can be given. I describe the methods 
of the preparation of the three products of the 
cultivated hemp plant. 

When the plants are full-grown and wide-spread, 
the tassels shoot out at the top; resinous or 
sticky substance is found over the stems and 
the tassels when the ganja is said to have 
been ripe and the harvesting season approached. 
Then the tassels are cut or nipped off. The 
resinous matter which comes in contact with the 
fingers while cutting or nipping off the tassels is 
rubbed against an edged thing, and when the 
matter is sufficiently thick it is collected and 
formed into small pilk. These pills are called 
charas. 

The length of the tassels (or ears) varies in 
length from two to eight inches. The tassels so 
removed from the plants are spread over a matting 
in three layers, oue over the other, and covered by 
another matting, and they are trodden. The 
tassels stick to one another, The upper matting 
is then taken away, and the tassels are exposed to 
open air till they are dried and then deposited in a 
place. This is called gan ja. 

Pieces of ganja tassels or powder found lying 
underneath the tassels trodden under foot and also 
at the time of packing up are called bhang. 

In North Hindustan, towards Beuares, the 
bhang-producing plants are said to be of quite a 
different kind from the hemp plants known bere. 
The pieoes or powder of the loaves of the plants 
are used in smoking, eating, and drinking. The 
particulars as regards the preparation of the ganja, 
charas and bhang for the purposes of smoking, 
eating and drinking are given in detail in answer 

No. 29. 

16. Bhang is not prepared generally by the 
people in their houses. It cannot be prepared 
from the wild hemp plant, because it does not 
yield gauja, but only seeds. Ganja or charas 
cannot be prepared from the wild plant wherever 
grown. 

17. The cultivators of the hemp plant prepare 
the drugs. There is no particular class which is 
specially set to work at it. 

18. Ganja, charas and bhang deteriorate by 
keeping. They qaite lose their effect in course 
of time. With ordinary care they retain their 
oatnml properties for one year; thereafter they 
gradually lose them. After two years they quite 
lose their qualities. By exposure to wind and 
sun the drugs are spoiled, and by moisture and 
dampness they give out a bad smell. To prevent 
deterioration the drugs must be kept in a warm 
and unwindy place, and should not be exposed 
to open air. The use of the deteriorated ganja is 
said by its consumers to be burning in the 
stomach. 

19. Ganja is used for smoking, eating and 
driukiog, while charas is used exclusively for 
smoking, The former, being obtainable iu all 
places, is used for such purposes; but the latter 
only in plaees where it is produced. 

20. Ganja is used for smoking by all classes of 
people, except Europeans and Parsis, to the pro- 

vol. vii. 


portion of about 1 to 400 Lengayet and Brahmins, 
1 to 100 other Hindus and Musalmans. It is 
generally so used in all localities. 

Charas is produced to a limited extent; there¬ 
fore the class of people which consumes it and its 
proportion cannot be satisfactorily ascertained. 

21. Round ganja is most preferable for smoking, 
next to it is flat ganja, and lastly chur ganja. 
The supply of flat ganja is sufficiently procurable 
in all localities, therefore it is generally used. 

22. Oharas is produced in the Central Division, 
and used only in that division. It is not imported 
iu the Southern Division, as it is not customary 
among the consumers here (Southern Division) to 
use it. Foreign charas is not imported into our 
province. 

22. Bhang is used for smoking in all localities 
by all classes of consumers, except Europeans and 
Parsis, when ganja is not available. The use of 
bhang being exceptional, the extent cannot he 
ascertained. 

24. Consumers of all classes of Hindus and 
Musalmans and in all localities eat and drink 
bhang. The proportion of eaters is 1 to 1,000 
and of drinkers 1 to 500. 

25. The use of ganja, charas and bhang is 
increasing. The reasons for the increase are as 
follows 

(a) The number of population is increasing 
gradually, as ascertained from the tables 
of the general census of 1891. 

(j) The opening of railway communication, 
which brings all classes of people from 
abroad, among whom are consumers 
of ganja, etc., and takes away people 
to places where they are compelled or 
induced to have recourse to it either 
by the effects or by the influence of 
company. 

(c) The number of consumers having thus 
increased, the number of friends in 
their company is also proportionately 
increased ; so the use among the friend* 
haB naturally become general. Of late 
the consumers, having regard to the 
increased number, have not been now 
proportionately held in eo much dis¬ 
respect as before. This has been a 
strong incentive for the people of loose 
characters. 

26. The proportion of tho consumers is as 
follows:— 

1 per cent, (a) habitual moderate con¬ 

sumers. 

\ per cent. (5) habitual excessive con¬ 

sumers. 

| per cent, (e) occasional moderate con¬ 

sumers. 

- $ per cent, (d) occasional moderate con¬ 

sumers. 

2 

27. The following classes of people, except 
Europeans and Parsis are— 

(a) Vedantis (philosophers), musicians 
(gavyis), etc. 

(J) People of bad characters, bava, bairagi, 
gosavi, fakir. 

(c) The sick, who find relief from the suffer- 

2 i 2 
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mgs of their sickness in the use of the 
drugs. 

(d) The lunatics, whose lunacy has been 
brought on by exoessive use, 

28. The average allowance and cost of each of 
those drugs per diem are as follows 

Pee diem. Cost. 

Habitual moderate con- \ tola 2 pies, 
sumers. 

Habitual excessive con- not exceeding 8 „ 

Burners. 2 tolas 

29. All classes consuming ganja, charas and 
bhang by smoking ordinarily mix tobacco alone, 
or with cloves, mace, nutmeg and cardamom. 
Ganja and bhang, when used for eating, are gene¬ 
rally mixed with jagri, or at times with sugar; 
while, when used for drinking, jagri, opium 
seed and bada sape are generally mixed; and at 
times, to make the preparation flavorous, sugar, 
opium seed, bada sape, blaok pepper, dried ginger, 
cardamom, nutmeg, maco and cloves are mixed. 
All classes of people follow the same procedure in 
the use of the drugs for eating and drinking. 
Tobacco is mixod to lessen the offensive smell; 
sugar and jagri, eto., are mixed to make the 
preparation palatable; the opium seed for intoxi¬ 
cation; and bada sape, dried ginger and black 
pepper for digestion. Dhatura or opium is mixed 
in exceptional cases to make the preparation 
stronger. This is done by only a few people who 
are experts. 

A preparation known as bhang massala is not 
sold for the purpose of being mixed with any of 
these drugs. Bhang massala consists of the 
following ingredients 

Horse radish bark, onion seed, toddy, jagri, 
garlic, mustard soed, yellow turmeric, assafcetida, 
black pepper, dry ginger, sweet flag, orris root, long 
pepper, almond, nutmeg, common salt, ink nut, 
chilly. 

SO. The drugs are consumed by a few only in 
solitude and by most in company. It is mainly 
confined to the male sex above the age of 15 years. 
Females do not generally consumo it. There may 
be two or three females consuming it in the whole 
town of Dharwar, Boys below 15 years do not 
uso these drugs. 

31. The habit of consuming any of these drugs 
is easily formed by contracting friendship with 
those addicted. It is difficult to break off the 
habit when once formed. There is a tendency in 
the case of any of these drugs for the moderate 
habit to develop into the excessive. 

32. There are no religious customs which compel 
the use of these drugs. The social custom among 
the gosavia, bavas, bairagis and fakirs is to use them 
at the time of marriage ceremonies, festivals, eto., 
for the sake of amusement in company. The use 
is essential in connection with such custom. The 
use is generally temperate in the beginning, and in 
course of time it becomes excessive with some con¬ 
sumers, or it becomes the habit. No injurious 
effects are produced when used temporarily, 

33. The consumption of each of these drugs 
is considered objectionable, because they are intoxi¬ 
cating. Public opinion (social or religious) in 
regard to the practice is prohibitive. The use of 
the drugs is generally in disrepute, because it 
absorbs money, obstructs profession, spoils health, 
and is generally abominable in the eyes of the 
public. The hemp plant is on no occasion wor¬ 
shipped by any sects of the people, except that the 
produce is worshipped before carrying it home by 
the cultivator as other agricultural produce. The 


crop when ripe is also worshipped before being 
reaped, and a caste dinner is given in honour of the 
same, and offerings are made. 

84. It would be a serious privation to all con¬ 
sumers, irrespective of any class, who are exoessive 
in their habits. Such people, in the absence of 
these drugs, become very deplorable, impatient, 
irritative, quarrelsome, and shamelessly humble. 
The moderate oonsumers in their absence do not 
feel much beyond than that they are uneasy and 
restless. The probable numbers of each class are 
given in answer No. 26. 

35. It would be feasible to prohibit the use of 
any or all of these drugs. In that ease it would 
be consumed illicitly. The only course open to pro¬ 
hibit the use of the drugs is to prohibit the culti¬ 
vation of the hemp plant. The prohibition would 
occasion serious discontent among the consumers. 
Such discontent would not amount to political 
danger, because the number of oonsumers is pro¬ 
portionately very small, poor, and weak. The 
prohibition will create in them a strong incentive 
to have recourse to alcoholic stimulants or other 
drugs; but they cannot afford to buy them a 
quantity sufficient to satisfy their daily require¬ 
ments. 

86. These drugs being available at moderate 
rates, there is no reason for thinking that alcohol 
is wished as a substitute. 

37. The smoking of charaB produces stronger 
intoxication than that of ganja smoking. 

38. Of the three kinds of ganja (round, flat 
and chur) round iB the best, flat better, chur is the 
last in point of intoxication. Round ganja is not 
imported into the Dharwar district, because its 
produce is limited. 

39. The smoking of any preparation of the 
hemp plant is a more injurious form of consumption 
than drinking or eating the same or any other pre¬ 
paration, because the smoke gets into the breast, 
whioh is blackened, and consequently the consumer 
is impoverished, as is observed from long ex¬ 
perience. 

40. The use of these drags is prescribed on 
account of its medicinal qualities by native doctors, 
and they are also used in the treatment of cattle 
disease. 

41. The moderate use of charas, ganja and 
bhang may be beneficial in its effects— 

(а) As a food not accessory or digestive. 

( б) It has no staying power under severe 

exertion or exposure, but alleviates 
fatigue. 

(c) As febrifuge or preventive of disease to 
a certain extent in malarious and un¬ 
healthy tracts when mixed with cloves," 
dried ginger, jagri, and pipli. 

(d) As tonio when cattle become emaciated 
and refuse fodder and water. In such 
cases the use of ganja or bhang will create 
hunger, strengthen the digestive power, 
and enrich the blood. 

The classes enumerated in answer No. 27 use 
the drug for the above purposes in the proportion 
given in answer No. 28. It is the moderate habi¬ 
tual use of the drug and moderate oooasional use 
in referenoe to which I have explained above. 

42. The moderate use of any of these drugs 
though not pernicious at once, gradually proves so, 
because the blood is burnt, strength fails, and the 
quantity of food is lessened. 

43. The nioderate consumers are inoffensive to 



229 


their neighbours, because they do not lose their 

temper. 

44. The immediate effect of the moderate use 
of smoking on the habitual consumers is satisfac¬ 
tion, and they are intoxicated for aboat an hour 
and free from all cares. By eating and drinking 
the effect of intoxication remains for about six 
hours. This intoxication is looked upon as a 
relief. It is refreshing. It produces intoxication. 
It does not allay hunger. It does not create 
appetite. The after-effects tell upou the health of 
the consumers. The want of subsequent gratifica¬ 
tion produces uneasiness, 

45. The habitual moderate use of any of these 
drugs produces noxious effects on body and mind, 
but not on morality. It burns the blood and im¬ 
pairs constitution. It injures the digestion and 
causes loss of appetite. It causes dysentery, bron¬ 
chitis, or asthma. It does not impair the moral 
sense. It induces laziness, but not habits of im¬ 
morality or debauchery. It deadens the intellect, 
and does not produce insanity; therefore further 
queries need no explanation. 

46. By habitual excessive use of any of these 
drugs the following are the effects :—* 

They produce insanity, which compels the con¬ 
sumer to be indolent or wandering without doing 
any harm to others. It is permanent and not 
temporary. There are no insanes who have their 
recorded ganja history confessing the use of the 
drug. When a person has been suffering from 
mental anxiety or brain disease, he may give him- 
self up entirely to the use of the drug to seek 
relief from the derangement. It subsequently 
becomes habit, and such habit, when excessive, 
TmtlroH him lose all self-control, and he thus finally 
becomes insane. 

47. The use of any of these drugs does not 
appear to be a hereditary habit, nor does it affeot 
in any way the children of the moderate con¬ 
sumer. 

48. The excessive use of any of these drugs 
does not also appear to be a hereditary habit; hut 
the progeny of the excessive consumers become 
weak and sickly. 

49. The moderate use is not practised as an 
aphrodisiac. A very few prostitutes only use 
the drugs, such as Toded Raji, aged 85, Musal- 
man; Tari, aged 80, Maratha. 

The use of these drugs is not more injurious 
than its use as an ordinary narcotic. The moder¬ 
ate use of hemp does not tend to produce impo¬ 
tence. 

60. By excessive use the blood burns and 
strength fails. It is not used excessively by 
prostitutes. It is more injurious than its use as 
an ordinary narcotic, such as loss ot appetite, 
weakness of digestive power and impotence. 

51 . About half the bad characters are habitual 
moderate smokers of ganja. They smoke all 
round the year, and drink it in the form of ghota 
in the hot Beason only in addition to smoking. 
The moderate consumers do not commit any 
crime or crimes of any special character. The 
praotice of drinking ghota in winter brings on 
pain in the body. 

52. About one-fourth of the bad characters are 
habitually excessive smokers of ganja all round 
the year. They drink it as ghota in addition to 
smoking in hot season. 

58. The excessive indulgence in any of these 
drugs incites to unpremeditated crime, violent or 


otherwise. I do not know any ease in which it 
has led to commission of homicide. 

54. These drugs are not used by criminals to 
fortify themselves to commit any premeditated 
act of violence or otherwise. 

55. Criminals, in order to further their designs, 
induce their viotims not accustomed to use the 
drugs to partake of any food or confection pre¬ 
pared by their mixtures and make them uncon¬ 
scious. Complete stupefaction by administering 
this preparation is obtained to gain their object. 
Without the admixture complete stupefaction 
cannot be caused. 

56. The effects of hemp used (a) in moderation 
and (6) in excess, modified by the admixture of 
sugar, jagri and other sweet substance are 
worse, and by the admixture of sour and cold sub¬ 
stance are less than those detailed in answers 
Nos. 45 and 46, About eight years ago some 
people of Dharwar accustomed to use ganja mixed 
dhatura in it, prepared curry, and ate it with 
wheat bread in the afternoon. An hour after they 
were intoxicated, and while going back to their 
houses in intoxication they were unconscious and 
could not take care of themselves, and were also 
naked. If the admixture is administered to those 
who are not accustomed to the use of the drugs, 
the intoxication continues for about 24 hours. 

57. Ganja is used for eating and drinking, but 
charae only for smoking mixed with tobacco, in 
smoking ganja, tobacco is mixed by half the 
quantity of ganja, and in smoking charas it is 
mixed by double. 

58. I consider the administration is capable of 
improvement. 

59. In paragraph 9 of the ganja license, ganja 
is permitted to be sold not exceeding 40 tolas to 
one person. This concession allows a number of 
people to gather together to indulge themselves 
in consuming the ganja. This assembly, idle as 
it is and spendthrift, conspire together in commit¬ 
ting offences and bad actions. It should therefore 
be ruled that one person should have only five 
tolas or less once in a day. 

60. The existing system works well and requires 
no modification. 

61. Yes, they are sufficiently controlled, and 
that the system requires no modification in any 
respect. For producing charas only the hemp 
plant is not cultivated. 

62. The hemp plant is not cultivated for the 
production of bbang. 

68. There is no objection to the present system 
of vend of preparations of ganja, charas and 
bhang being continued, 

64. I have no objection to the existing regula¬ 
tions governing the export and import of these 
drugs, or of their preparations from and into your 
province, or their transport within the province. 

65. The price of ganja is more and that of bhang 
less. This being the case, the taxation on both 
is alike. The rate of tax should be in pro¬ 
portion to their price, and they should not be im¬ 
ported or exported together covered by one and the 
same pass. The rate of tax on bbang should, in 
my humble opinion, be one-tenth on that of ganja. 
The amount of tax on the drugs and alcohol is pro¬ 
portionate to their price. Charas is not sold in 
shops, because the production is not sufficient to 
export, nor is there any demand for it. 

The tax on it is therefore not imposed. 

66. No, not necessary. 
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67, None whatever. 

68, None. 

69, The wishes of the public in general are not 
consulted at present in any way before a shop is 
opened in any locality. The opinion of the 
Taluka Revenue Officer (mamlatdar) is asked by 
the Collector, and the mamlatdar oonsults the 
village officers. Local opinion is desirable, so that 
the respectable and well-behaved persons in the 
village or town should have a voice in the welfare 
of the village community in general. 

70, There are no such facts to which I should 
draw attention. Duty is paid in respect to the 
ganja and other hemp drugs used. It is likely 
that there may be some people who may be using 
drugs bought from the Native States and re¬ 
moved to others within the limits of the British 
Government; but it is impossible to detect such 
illicit transactions inasmuch as the Native States 
are, I think, not bound by the regulations in 
force in British India. 


matting. Over it the flour of germinating ragi 
separated from its germs should be sprinkled. 
This preparation is then put into an earthen jar, 
which should be buried half in the ground, and 
should be allowed so to remain for two days, 
then it should be strained twice and the liquid 
drunk, Ihis liquid is called boja ( whioh possesses 
intoxicating power. 

Majum is prepared as follow* 

(a) Ordinary preparation of bhang should be 
fried on an iron pan and should be 
powdered and strained. This should 
be mixed with boiled sugar and form¬ 
ed into slices. The mixture should 
be in proportion of one seer of bhang 
to six seers of sugar. A seer is equal 
to R20 weight. 

(8) Rich or sumptuous preparation of bhang 
(seer 1) should’be boiled in ghee (seer 
1), and in it the following ingredients 
should be mixed 


General information, 

Boja is prepared as follows Broken jowari is 
•steeped in waterier three days ; then the water 
only is boiled, and in it powder and the steeped 
broken jowari with bhang are put. Again the 
whole mixture should be boiled, and, when it 
becomes thick, the stuff should be spread on a 


Nutmeg .... 

loUi. 

. . 1 

Dried grapes 

. ■ 5 

Saffron .... 

• * 

. . 20 

Almond 

Cardamom . . . 

Befined sugar , , 

. . i 

. 80 

The whole mixture should be 

_ . . t a ... 

prepared in 


118. Evidence of Laldas Laxmonji, K&imtriya, Solicitor’s Clark , Bombay . 


1. Personal experience for the last thirty years. 

2. I know bhang by the names of bhang, subji, 
maya and dnyamavalli, and ganja as ganja. flat 
ganja is used in Bombay. 

19. Ganja is used only for smoking in Bombay. 

20. Hindus and Muhammadans smoke ganja 
here. The proportion of ganja smokers is larger 
among Hindus than Muhammadans. Ganja is 
smoked among all castes of Hindus in general. 

21. Flat ganja is the only ganja obtainable here, 

28. Bhang is never used for smoking. 

24. Bhang is generally drunk and not eaten. 
A small quautity is however eaten. The bhang that 
is eaten is first cleansed by washing and removal 
of dirt. The bhang is then fried in ghee on an iron 
pan and mixed with spices, such as pepper, al¬ 
monds, sugaroandy, poppy seeds, and various 
other kinds of seeds. The mixture is next pow¬ 
dered, when it is ready :to be eaten. This prepara¬ 
tion is usually .eaten on journeys and when the 
consumer has difficulty in preparing the drink, 

Jains, Brahmins, banias, Kshatris and some 
labourers among Hindus consume bhang, Muham¬ 
madans also use bhang, but in fewer numbers than 
among Hindus. Bhang is generally eaten by 
Hindus of the castes mentioned above. 

24. 1 think there is a small increase in the 
nambar of ganja smokers in Bombay. I have 
formed this .opinion from what I see. 

27, Both Hindus and Muhammadans smoke 
»nja. More Hindus smoke than Muhammadans. 
Ashatris, “banias and Hindus of the labouring 
class ‘chiefly smoke ganja. Sadhus smoke ganja 
Imgefly, Among Muhammadans a number of 
fakirs smdke ganja. Thepractice of smoking ganja 
takes its rise chiefly on account of luxurious 
habits with a view to a relief of miseries and an¬ 
xieties and for medicinal purposes. Sadhus smoke 


ganja chiefly with the object of producing con¬ 
centration of mind in their devotions. 

28. A moderate habitual consumer of ganja 
will smoke one tola per diem, and this .will cost 
him one anna. An excesssive habitual consumer of 
ganja will smoke three tolas a day, which will 
cost him three annas. 

An habitual moderate consumer of bhang will 
drink about quarter of a tola a day, costing him 3 
pies, which includes the cost of ordinary spices 
also. The habitual excessive consumer will drink 
one tola of bhang, costing him about one auna 
with ordinary spices. The quantities mentioned 
here of hhang refer to quantities made clean and 
ready to be consumed. 

29. Ganja is ordinarily smoked with tobacco in 
equal parts. Exceptionally the ganja is washed in 
rose water, and a particle of musk is added with 
tobacco. Ganja is sometimes smoked from a 
pipe prepared from a piece of sugarcane. 

It is essentia] that tobaoco should be mixed 
with the ganja to be stocked, otherwise the ganja 
could not be smoked. The ganja is washed ra. 
rose water with a view to making the smoke cooler 
and pleasant, A particle of musk is added to per¬ 
fume the ganja smoke. Ganja is smoked from 
the sugarcane pipe to cool the smoke. 

Bhang is ordinarily mixed with water, with a 
little black pepper and sugar added to it. Ex¬ 
ceptionally it is prepared in milk with black pepper, 
cardamoms, sugar, saffron, almonds, rose buds, 
poppy seeds, cucumber seeds, white pumpkin seeds, 
melon seeds, and other ingredients. The black 
pepper is added to bhang with the object of pre¬ 
venting stomach-ache and wind. The other thinga 
are added with the view of making the drink 
pleasant. Dbatura is never used so far as I know 
with ganja or bhang. I know of no preparation 
known as bhang massala. 






231 


80. Ganja is usually smoked.in company ; bhang 
is also drunk in company. Both ganja and bhaDg 
are, however, used by individuals when alone. 
Ganja is usually smoked by males and the same 
may be said with reference to bhang. In the 
course of my experience I have seen only about 
three females smoking ganja and drinking bhang ; 
and these women were Dot of good character. 
The consumption of ganja and bhaug is seldom 
begun before the age of sixteen, aud the use is 
continued to all ages. It is not usual for children 
to consume any of these drugs. 

81. The habit of consuming ganja and bhang 
is easily formed if the individual associates with 
persons who use these drugs. If the habit of 
consuming ganja and bhang becomes habitual, it 
is difficult to break it off, There is some tendency 
for the moderate habit to develop into the excessive. 

32. I know that offerings of bhang are made 
to the god Shiva in the months of April, May 
and June. During August and September these 
offerings are made also. Bhaug mixed with water 
or milk is poured over the ling of Shiva. These 
offerings are made with a view of gaining favour 
of the god. It is a very common custom with 
ganja smokers, before beginning to smoke, to make 
offering by using the words “ Lena Shankar ” 
or " Lena Babulnath ” or “ Lena Bhuleghwar ” 
or “ Lena Babulnath tekariwalle, najar lagave 
chat mar jave. >l After making the offering to 
the god the ganja smoker sometimes says : “ Jine 

nahi pi ganje ki kali o ladkese ladki bhali 

The offering of bhang to Shankar or Shiva is 
common and understood to be pleasing to the god. 
The custom of offering of bhang to Shiva is not 
likely, I think, to lead to the formation of the 
habit of using the drug, 

83. The smoking of ganja in public is not 
regarded as respectable. I know that highly 
respeotable and enlightened native gentlemen do 
smoke ganja privately. The public opinion is 
that it is not respectable to smoke ganja. The 
drinking of bhang is not considered as disrespect* 
able as the smoking of ganja. Still an individual 
does not like it to be kuown generally that ha 
drinks bhang. I attribute the sentiment to the 
faot that excessive use of any or these drugs may 
cause a man to speak or act foolishly. I know 
of no custom of worshipping the hemp plant. 

34. It would be a serious privation to con* 
sumers of ganja and bhang to forego the consump¬ 
tion of these drugs. It would be a privation to 
break off the habit. In some cases life and health 
will suffer, and it would be a serious deprivation 
in connection with the religious custom connected 
with the offerings to the god Shiva. 

85. I do not think that it would be feasible to 
prohibit the use of any of these drugs. The drugs 
will be illicitly consumed if at all obtainable. 
Prohibition could only be enforced by stopping 
the cultivation of the hemp plant. Prohibition 
would certainly occasion serious discontent among 
the consumers. In my opinion this discontent 
would amount to a political danger. Prohi¬ 
bition would be followed, in my opinion, by 
reoourse in the greater number of cases to 
alcoholic stimulants or other drugs. 

36. I think that alcohol is now being substi¬ 
tuted for these drugs to a certain extent especially 
among those people having an English education. 
I attribute the cause to fashion. I speak from my 
personal experience. 

87. I am not well acquainted with charas 
smoking. 1 have smoked a very few times. I 


found charas very mueh stronger than ganja in 
its effects. The intoxication from chara9 is greater 
than from ganja, the throat is more parched, and 
the eyes become redder than when ganja is smoked. 

88. I know flat ganja and garda. I have never 
myself smoked garda, but I have heard of 
its being smoked by the very poor classes of 
smokers. 

89. The least injurious form of the use of hemp 
drugs is bhang drinking. GaDja is, I know, very 
occasionally consumed in the form of a drink like 
bhang. This mode ef consuming the drug is, I 
believe, injurious. It is less injurious to smoke 
ganja than to drink it. On one occasion I 
tappened to drink ganja and found the effects so 
strong that I ,had to take quarter of a seer of ghee 
to moderate the effect. 

40. Hemp drugs are prescribed by native doc¬ 
tors on account of their medicinal properties. 
Ganja smoking iB prescribed for indigestion by 
native doctors. In my own ease, when I was 
about eighteen years of age, I first begau to smoke 
ganja as a medicinal remedy, and the effect of the 
remedy was successful. Bhang is prescribed by 
some native doctors as a tonic. 

41. The moderate habitual smoker aud the 
moderate occasional smoker of ganja finds that 
the smoking of the drug improves his diges¬ 
tion. The smoking alleviates fatigue. It enables 
the individual to concentrate his thoughts. It 
acts as a preventive of disease in unwholesome 
climates aud where unwholesome water is only 
obtainable. The moderate habitual and moderate 
occasional use of bhang before meals acts as a 
tonic or appetizer. 

42. I regard the moderate use of ganja and 
bhang as beneficial and harmless. I have already 
given reasons for these conclusions. 

48. The moderate consumers of ganja and bhang 
are quite inoffensive to their neighbours. 

44. The immediate effect of the moderate use of 
ganja on the habitual consumer is instantaneous 
intoxication. It sets the mind at ease. It pro¬ 
duces an appetite. The effect lasts for one 
to two hours. , Immediately after finishing my 
smoke of ganja I drink about half seer of milk, 
aud this prevents the parching of the throat aud 
refreshes me. I enjoy good sound sleep after¬ 
wards and suffer no ill after-effects. The waut of 
subsequent gratification does produce longing aud 
uneasiness. I have been a moderate habitual con¬ 
sumer for the last thirty years. 

45. The habitual moderate use of ganja in my 
own case has not produced auy noxious effects, 
physical, mental or moral. 

I am now forty-nine yearn of age and enjoy 
excellent health. 1 eat well and sleep sound. I 
work at home in the mornings and attend office 
usually from IT &.M. to 6 p.m. In my own case, 
when I have a difficult case to look into, 1 usually 
take it up after my smoke, and I find that I can 
deal better with the matter than I could without 
first having smoked. In my opinion the moderate 
use of ganja brightens the intellect. I think it 
absolutely necessary that the ganja smoker should 
have nutritious food. 

46. The habitual excessive use of ganja and 
bhang is bad. The effects of such a habit are 
very much worse on the individual in the case 
where he is unable to obtain good food. 

47. In my own case I have a son aged twenty- 
two years. He is my only child, now alive. He 
does not indulge in intoxicant* of any kind and 
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does not even smoke t&baoeo. He has passed his 
matriculation examination and now assists me in 
my office as Assistant Managing Clerk, He is 
physically a fine young man and a good cricket 
player. 

49. I have heard that some people smoke ganja 
as an aphrodisiac, It is said when the drug is 
used for this purpose it must be used in conjunc¬ 
tion with good food. I do not know that prosti¬ 
tutes use hemp drugs as an aphrodisiac. In 
moderation and with good food the use of a hemp 
drag does not tend to produce impotence. 

51. No large proportion of bad characters are 
habitual moderate consumers of hemp drugs. 
There is, so far as I know, no connection between 
the moderate use of a hemp drug and crime. 

62. There is no large proportion of bad charac¬ 
ters habitual excessive consumers of hemp drugs. 
I do not know that there is any connection be¬ 
tween the excessive use of hemp drugs and crime. 

53. Excessive indulgence in hemp drugs does 
not, so far as I know, incite to unpremeditated 
crime of any kind. On the contrary, the bhang 
drinker is rather timid under the influence of the 
drug, and the same may be said of the ganja 
smoker to a lesser degree. 

I know of no instance in which the excessive 
indulgence in hemp drugs has led to temporary 
homioidal frenzy. 

54. I know of no instance in which criminals 
have fortified themselves by using hemp drugs to 
commit a premeditated act of violence or crime. 

55. I know of no instance in which criminals 
to further their designs have induced their victims 
to partake of a hemp drug with the object of stupe¬ 
fying them. I do not think complete stupefac¬ 
tion could he induced by the use of a hemp drug 
alone. 

56. Tobacco is mixed with ganja so that it can be 
smoked easily. Spices are mixed with bhang to 
make it cool and pleasant in taste. 

I know of no case in which dhatura has been 
mixed with hemp drag for personal consumption 
or for administration to others. 

57. Ganja when eaten or drunk is much more 
powerful in its intoxicating effects than bhang. 
J t is, I think, injurious to use it in these forms, 
Ganja is very seldom eaten or druuk. 

Oral evidence. 

Question I.—The drug I have been in the habit 
of consuming for the last thirty years is ganja. I 
smoke it every evening, and my ordinary allow¬ 
ance is half a tola of the uncleaned ganja, which 
means about half a tola of cleaned ganja. I now 
smoke alone, for the friends who used to smoke 
with me are dead. The ganja is mixed with 
tobacco for smoking. The quantity of tobacco 
used is something less than half the quan¬ 
tity of ganja, if the tobaooo is strong, Ganja 
cannot be smoked without tobacco, unless it is 
fresh ganja. That is my information. I have 
never seen ganja used without tobacco. By fresh 
ganja I mean ganja which has just been manu¬ 
factured from the plant. In smoking a cbillum 
of ganja I take about 12 draughts. But it is 
injurious to take a very long pull. It causes 
cough and obstruction of the breathing. I have 
never suffered from asthma or bronchitis, and I 
am forty-nine years of age. 1 am not conscious of 
having suffered any harm from the drug. When I 
began.smoking the effects were mor6 marked than 
they are now. I was never incapacitated for work 


or rendered insensible. But it is necessary to take 
food soon after smoking to allay the irritation of 
the throat, and the food should eousist of such 
things as milk or butter. Unless food of this 
kind is taken, the eyes and throat become heated, 
and in time the eyesight would be impaired. I 
i.m not aware of any other bad consequences. I 
have seen bad effects iu other people. 

Question 21 .—I know three kinds of ganja— 
flat ganja of the Deccan; baluehar ganja of 
Benares, which is also flat and more powerful 
than Deeean ganja and dearer, but cannot be 
bought in the market; and the fresh ganja, which 
sometimes comes from Kathiawad. The last is 
slightly more powerful than the Deccau ganja, 
hut less so than baluehar. The ganja which is 
most powerful is also most heating and most dry, 
and its effeots are most lasting. Headache some¬ 
times follows the intoxication of ganja. If ganja 
is stale or has not been properly washed it will 
give headache. I prefer Deccan ganja. 

Question 44 .—The moderate use of the drug, 
even without the accompaniment of good food, 
will not produce insanity. I know of two or 
three cases in which insanity has resulted from 
the Ixcessive use of the drug, when a eufficienoy 
of good food has not been taken. A bania, 
Hargoran, who lives near me in Bhuleshwar, is one 
of the cases, and the best of them. About fifteen or 
sixteen years ago he became insane, and he is still 
insane. He has never been confined in an asylum. 
He is harmless. He neglects his dress and talks 
nonsense. He has loBt his wifo and two children. 
That was two or three years before he became 
insane. He did not appear to be very deeply 
grieved by the loss of his wife and children, but 
not long after that event he suffered losses in his 
business, and that affected him a great deal. I 
did not know his father or mother or their parents. 

T never heard of any insanity among them. He 
has no brothers. He had no bad habit except 
smoking excessively. Being a bania, lie could not 
take liquor. He used to smoke alone at all hours, 
day and night, I have no means of knowing 
whether be had vicious habits. He did not mix 
any thing but tobaoco with his ganja. I don’t 
know his habits now, as he wanders about, but he 
may still smoke. Insanity came upon him 
gradually, hut there was no amendment after it 
began. It took nearly three or four years to 
render him insane. All that while he continued 
smoking ganja even more than before. It was 
the ganja and the grief at loss of business 
which together drove him mad. I think he 
would not have become so if his affairs had re¬ 
mained in a satisfactory state. I have never 
beard him allude to the loss of his business since 
he became mad. This is the most prominent case 
in my mind. It is not so clear in other cases* 
that the insanity was due to the ganja. I bad 
known him for seven or eight years before he 
became mad, and he was not different from other 
people. He was about 50 wheu he went mad. 
He had been, as far as I know, a smoker from 
the age of 30 or 35. I made his acquain¬ 
tance twenty-three or twenty-five years ago. He 
was living in my street. I am a Kshatri 
and he is a bania. He used to smoke many 
times a day when I first knew him, I seldom 
smoked with him; but when I happened to 
sit with him, I beard him and his friends say 
that he smoked frequently. It was seven or nine 
years before his character siiowed any symptom 
of change. He kept a grocer’s shop, and made 
up turbans. His wife died four or five years after 
I made his acquaintance. He had two children, 
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toys, of three and five years of age, when I made 
his acquaintance. The children died after his 
wife had died. They all thus died at intervals of one 
aud a half years. He lost his business perhaps two 
years after his wife’s death. He became bankrupt 
through bad debts, I noticed the first change in 
his character two or three or four years after he 
lost his business, He began to talk foolishly. 
He talked much and without meaning. I thought 
he was becoming mad from excessive smoking. 
There was uobody to look after him then, and 
there is no one now. He got his food by begging, 
disregarding caste and oreed. Since he became 
quite insane his caste-fellows gave him food. He 
had a house of his own, but was fed by charity of 
others. Sometimes he got plenty of food, and 
sometimes he was in want of it. Before he became 
insane he got his ganja and his food by the profits 
of his business of folding turbans. He never suf. 
fered from want until he became insane, I have 
occasionally had to give or receive instructions 
connected with insane persons in the course of my 
business. Similar symptoms to those which I 
observed in this case might be induced by grief, 
anxiety, or through loss of business, I can’t speak 
about injury to the bead or epilepsy or syphilis. 
Injury to the head could not have caused insanity 
in this case, because he never reoeived a blow on 
the head. I cannot say whether sexual excess could 
lead to insanity of the kind which characterized this 
case. Such cause would produce a different sort 
of insanity, in that the insane would not talk so 
foolishly as this man did. I am aware that in¬ 
sanity can be caused by sexual excess. There 


was not such excess in the ease I have described. 
I knew the man’s character, and no enquiry on 
the point was therefore necessary. I can distin¬ 
guish between insanity caused by grief, and in¬ 
sanity brought on by excess of ganja. In the 
latter ease the man would be more foolish than 
in the former. The difference is only a matter of 
degree. In attributing the insanity in the case 
described partially to the loss of family and busi¬ 
ness, I bear in mind the interval which elapsed 
between those events and the onset of the insanity. 
I have noticed among sadhus and fakirB some cases 
of insanity caused by ganja smoking, but they 
were not so completely insane as the bania de¬ 
scribed above. There were cases of temporary fits 
of insanity, and I know no case of permanent in¬ 
sanity but that described, 1 think I know these 
people well enough to say that their insanity was 
due to excessive use of ganja and want of proper 
food. The fits would last for two or three hours 
at the longest. In these fits they would abuse 
people regardless of the persons they were address¬ 
ing. I have even seen them abuse policemen. I 
cannot be sure that these fits were not mere fits 
of irritation or excitement or rage. 

Having had my statement read over to me, I 
state with regard to the intervals between the 
main facts, that as a considerable time has elapsed 
I cannot speak accurately regarding them, but 
my impression is two years elapsed between the 
last of bis troubles and the first symptoms of in¬ 
sanity, I am quite positive that the troubles all 
occurred before the insanity began. 
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EVIDENCE OF SIND WITNESSES. 


1. Evidence of Mr. li. E. M. James, Commissioner in Sind. 


•25. The consumption in Sind of ganja, charas 
and bhang is not increasing to any appreciable 
extent amongst classes not hitherto accustomed 
to the drugs, according to the best of my belief, 
based on enquiries from Natives well able to 
judge. 

The population has increased in round figures 
from 2,200,000 in 1872 to 2,870,(lp0 in 1891. 
In 1878 through communication by railway was 
opened between Sind and the rest of India. 

Partly then, owing— 

(a) to increase of population, 

(b) to the greatly increased oomfort of the 
population (the doubling of the land 
revenue in twenty years, and the great 
rise in wages are evidences of this), 

(c) to Sind having been rendered easy of 
access to the consumers of these drugs, 

an increase in revenue from hemp drugs was 
to be expected; and we find accordingly that the 
revenue has increased in nineteen years from 
Rb. 76,680 to Bs. 165,810, i. e., it has more than 
doubled. Factor ( c) is, however, undoubtedly the 
most potent of the three. No one who revisited Sind 
as I did in 1891, after an absence of seventeen years, 
could avoid being struck with large number of 
gossip, fakirs and wandering ascetics who now 
throng the province. Partly because Sind is on 
the way to Garh Hinglaj (a abrino in the Persian 
Gulf) and partly because the Hindu tradesmen 
of Sind, formerly very lax observers of their reli¬ 
gion, are now paying greater attention to it snd 
imitating the orthodox of India proper, gosais 
visit Sind in much larger numbers than before, 
and they meet with much favour from the Hindu 
community, which is growing in wealth. The 
small indigenous colonies of beggars have also 
been largely recruited. The beggars who, as a 
class, consume hemp drugs, are for all these 
reasons, both much more numerous and better off 
than before, and so the consumption of the 
drugs appears to be larger than the increase 
in population itself would naturally warrant. 
Briefly stated, the classes in Sind principally ad¬ 
dicted to the drugs, i , the different classes of 
ascetics, have increased largely in numbers 
and prosperity and their total consumption has 
increased proportionately. The census figures of 
1891 show 18,594 devotees, singers and sadhus 
(holy men or gosais) in Sind. 

I learn at the same time, on good authority, 
that in the large towns of Sind, and even in 
rural tracts near Baluchistan, the use of both 
bhang and ganja is extending amongst the labour- 
ing classes. Seedees (men with African blood 
in them, the descendants of former slaves) have al¬ 
ways been addicted to the drugs and so have the 
Brahuis of Kalat and Afghans of Kandahar, from 
which, the last-named place, obaras comes to Sind. 
And the unprecedented rise in wages during the 
last few years has led to the use of the drugs be¬ 
coming more fashionable amongst men of the 
vol. vii. 


poorest coolie class. On tbe other hand, there are 
persons who maintain that the repression of 
smugglinghas of late enhanced the drugs in price 
and actually deprived some of the poor of a 
luxury which was formerly within their means. 
On the whole, I should 'say that the labouring 
classes of Sind consume hemp drugs more than 
they did twenty years ago. There is, I believe, 
some consumption of the drugs in the Native 
Army. 

85. (a) It would certainly be most difficult 
indeed—I should say absolutely impossible—to en¬ 
force total prohibition, as distinct from checking 
the trade by increasing the price, because hemp 
drugs are small in bulk and smuggling would be 
very easy and an army of Native subordinates 
and preventive officers would be needed. 

(£) Illicit consumption would surely go on, 
just as the consumption of liquor has (I un¬ 
derstand) in American towns where total prohibi¬ 
tion has been tried. 

(c) The only way of enforcing prohibition would 
be by forbidding the growth of the plant, making 
the importation or possession or preparation of it 
punishable by law, and giving the Police power 
to search individuals, not only on frontiers, but 
everywhere in the country itself. These measures 
would be very unpopular, and even then they 
would be ineffectual, because the plant is found 
in Native States, and also grows wild in large 
quantities in Kashmir and Northern India, as 
well as (so I am told, but I doubt it) in Balu¬ 
chistan. 

(d) Of course consumers would be very discon¬ 
tented if their supply of drugs were cut off. 
And the large number of respectable people who 
take bhang in water as a refrigerant in the hot 
weather would be justly incensed. 

{< e ) Yes —Every wandering fakir { and the 
Commission must know how, all over India, the 
richest and most enterprising of merchants, and 
in Native States, even high officials pay abject 
homage to these ascetics) would preach to his 
disciples tbe “ zoolum ” of the Sirkar, and say it 
was only another step to interference with 
religion. We are accustomed to despise this 
kind of thing too much. Taken with other 
things the stoppage of the drugs would be poli¬ 
tically dangerous. 

(f) I cannot say how far the prohibition of 
drugs would lead the consumers to take to alco¬ 
hol or other drugs. The tendency would be for 
the poor to adhere to their use, as, even if 
smuggled, they are cheaper than spirits. The 
better-to-do might in time take to aleohol. 

41. The moderate occasional use of bhang is 
undoubtedly believed by tbe most sober and well- 
conducted of natives to be beneficial in cooling 
the blood in the hot weather. I have found this 
both in Gnzerat and Sind, Ascetics, who 

2x2 
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travel long distances and undergo severe expo¬ 
sure to sun and frost alike, in an almost nude 
condition, do find that the use of ganja and 
charas alleviates fatigue and gives staying—power. 

45. I have often made it a practice to converse 
with ascetics, as some are very intelligent and able 
to give interesting accounts of their travels, and 
I should say that on the whole, the use of drugs 
by them does not injure their health. Many are 
often very robust specimens of humanity, though 
of course their wandering life is not a healthy 
one in many respects, and there are many feeble 
ones amongst them. The ordinary sepoy or 
coolie who takes hemp drugs, in lieu of alcohol, 
does not appear to suffer from it. 

I have known one case in which a native of 
India, one of the best servants I ever had, be¬ 
came partially insane, and I attributed it, 
whether rightly or wrongly, to smoking ganja. 
And I have heard (I believe on accurate autho¬ 
rity) of students at Cambridge losing their 
mental power owing to their having become 
addicted to the drug. I have seen lunatios in 
Indian Asylums whose insanity was attributed to 
the use of ganja. 

The conclusion which my necessarily limited 
observation leads me to is, that if an individual 
takes to ganja smoking merely as a vicious 
habit, as a man may in England take to excess¬ 
ive liquor solely for the pleasure of its intoxi¬ 
cating effects, and becomes a slave to it, insanity 
or at least weakened intellect is very likely to 
follow. But if habitually indulged in moder¬ 
ately, I believe there are no special ill-effects. 
Ganja smoking is frequently associated with 
immorality, in much the same way as betting 
is with horse-racing; and even the drinking of 
bhang is reprobated by purists amongst natives. 
But whether ganja produces immorality, or 
immorality a love for ganja, I cannot say. Pro¬ 
bably the association is due to the drugs being 
most in favour with the lowest and least educated 
or moral classes in the great cities. It is a truism 
that the surrender of the will to any habit, and 
the consequeuet indulgence of that habit, even 
if it be only tobacco-smoking, immoderately, 
impairs a person's general power cf self-control. 
But I have no reason for thinking hemp drugs 
are an incentive to crime. 

53 (51 to 55). I have already mentioned the case 
of a servant, a North-West Province Brahmin. 
He attacked a man with a sword for not proouring 
him a coolie, and was sent to jail for several years. 
He may have had brain disease apart from ganja, 
as he was always rather “ queer,” even before he 
took to it, but I always assumed that ganja had 
a good deal to do with his mental fi breakdowns. 
After coming out of jail, there seemed no change 
in his mental condition, and he would attack 
individuals who were quietly talking or even 
passing on the road, under the delusion that they 
were mocking him. 

It has always been said, e. g. t in the account 
of Clive's defence of Areot, that Muhammadans 
take bhang in order to rouse their courage, 
but thoroughly well-informed Sindbis teil me 
that this is a myth altogether. Habitual, and 
especially immoderate, use of bhang and ganja 
lead, on the contrary, to grave nervous depres¬ 
sion and symptoms of fear, like those produced 
by. delirium tremens. “Charas” is the only 
hemp preparation that does not actually damp 


a man’s courage. If a criminal wishes for Dutch 
courage, in Sind he takes liquor. 

Cases of dhatura-poisoning, both by mixture 
in hukas and in food occur, hut I cannot 
remember a case in which adulterated or even 
pure ganja was used to procure somnolence on 
the part of the victims. 

58 to 70, I do not think that any alteration in 
the law or administration is required at present. 
So far as I know, no such evil results, either 
physical or moral, have presented themselves 
as to justify any interference. 

65. Compared with other intoxicants, hemp 
drugs.are lightly taxed. For instance, a retail 
seller in Sind tells me that a novice to bhang drink¬ 
ing could get intoxicated for 6 pies, while liquor, 
to have the same effect, would cost 2^ annas. 
One accustomed to bhang drinking would need 
2 annas worth to produce the desired effect, while 
a drunkard could take 4J annas worth of liquor or 
more comfortably. 

Assuming (though I have no evidence of it) 
that the effect of the raising of the excise on 
liquor has been to stimulate the consumption of 
hemp drugs instead, the circumstance, if proved, 
might be considered to point to the desirability of 
raising the duty on these drugs more to a level 
with that on liquor. But I would Certainly not 
recommend any attempt of the kind. The follow¬ 
ing are my reasons 

First .—We practically levy the highest excise 
possible on these drugs by our system of 
selling farms by auction. The farmers know 
the oost of the raw material, and bid against one 
another, till the sum paid for the farm only 
leaves a reasonable remuneration to him, as 
interest on his capital, wages for his labour’and 
recoupment for bis risk, after paying expenses. 

Secondly .’—'The only way to excise the drugs 
and so raise their selling price, would be to 
initiate such a careful control over their produc¬ 
tion, importation, and retail sale, involving 
measures for the prevention of smuggling, that 
the expenses would be very considerable, and not 
recouped out of the increased receipts, for the 
consumption will fall off. 

Thirdly .—If the price be raised so as to ap¬ 
proach the prioe of liquor, the best-to-do con¬ 
sumers may eventually take to alcohol, which 
imparts a much greater stimulus to crime than 
these drugs, while the poorer will almost 
certainly find dhatura, or some other vegetable 
substance, out of which to manufacture or distil 
intoxicants at a cheaper rate than liquor. 

Fourthly ,^The recent interference with liquor, 
at any rate in Western India, has been sufficient 
interference with the luxuries of the poorest 
classes during the present generation. The 
artificial increase in the selling price of liquor has 
fortunately been accompanied by a general rise 
in wages and prosperity and bas, therefore, not 
been seriously felt. There is always, however, a 
substratum of very poor in India, and any attempt 
to make their intoxicants too expensive, must 
result in failure, apart from the discontent it 
would cause. 

Fifthly .—The whole question of hemp-drugs 
is not worth the trouble involved in meddling 
with it. Overworked as all officials are, the 
time that would have to be devoted to intro¬ 
ducing an elaborate system of hemp excise, would 
only be taken away from the consideration of 
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matters of much greater urgency, e, g, t agri¬ 
cultural indebtedness, religious animosities, the 
growth and repression of crime, the extension of 
communications, and irrigation, all of which are a 
never-ending source of anxiety. 

I do not go so far as to say that the bringing 
of the consumption of hemp drugs under stricter 
control would be impossible, but in my opinion, 
the game would not be worth the candle. 

68. We have licensed houses in Karachi for the 
sale of bhang ready made, in addition to the 
ordinary shops licensed for the sale of the raw 
materials. But we have no ganja or bhang 
“ dens ” where the stuff must be consumed on the 
premises. 

69. No concession of" local option ” in the matter 
of hemp drug shops has been made nor is it necess¬ 
ary. Where there is sufficient demand, the 
farmer applies for a shop and retailers are all 
grocers, and the drug forms a small addition to 
their ordinary stock of groceries. The farmer’s 
self-interest no doubt might be supposed to 
induce him to stimulate sales. But in three out of 
five of the Sind districts, the shops are actually 
fewer in number than nineteen years ago. Even 
in the large district of Shikarpur also, where (I 
imagine, owing to the advent of people from 
across the border, for the construction of railways, 
and also to the Afghan War ) shops increased 
from 179 in 1873 to >265 in 1881-82, the figure 
has receded to 246 in 1892-93. And in Thar and 
Farkar, where the shops have also increased, the 
present figure of 29 is only 6 more than it was 
fifteen years ago. A farmer does not, like a pub¬ 
lican at home, stimulate sales by accessories calcula¬ 
ted to m4ke his shops attractive. He simply de¬ 
pends on the demand. The Collector and District 
Magistrate, after consulting the local officials, is 
able to judgo whether a shop should be opened 
or not, and local residents other than the con¬ 
sumers of the drug take no more interest in the 
matter than a tailor in au English country town 
in the question whether a particular grocer down 
the street should have a license to sell elaret or not. 


The subordinate officials whom the Collector 
would consult before deciding, e. g. y the Revenue 
and Police beads of the taluka, no doubt ask the 
local zemindars or Hindu Mukhi their opinion 
upon this as upon most matters affecting the 
peace and comfort of the village. But the matter 
is too insignificant for any formal rule to be made 
or to be necessary. 

TO. We occasionally catch a load of hemp drugs 
beiDg run across from Cuteh, but all told, the 
smuggling, especially across the desert, is of no 
importance to the revenue. We may have a treaty 
some day with Khairpur which will prevent anv 
little smuggling there may be from that State, but 
there is no hope of such a measure during the 
lifetime of His Highness the present Mir, 

Letter from Mr. James appended to his 
evidence. 

In continuation of my answer to question 35 {c) 
I have the honour to inform you that on a recent 
visit to the Khirthar range of mountains, which 
Separate Sind from Baluchistan, I there found the 
so-called wild hemp alluded to, growing freely in 
different localities within the hills, Mr. Woodrow 
of the Poona Botanical Gardens, to whom speci¬ 
mens were sent, identifies it as Hyoscynmus mulicus ) 
Linn., a henbane, closely allied to the poisonous 
English plant of that Dame, which is used in 
medicine. 

The Baluchis stated that if small quantities 
were mixed with bhang and an infusion drunk 
it created intoxication very rapidly, and that too 
large a dose produced absolute madness. Not 
long ago three men indulged too freely, with the 
result that they stripped off all their clothes and 
danced and rushed about nude, being temporarily 
quite out of their senses. 

This wild plant is, therefore, quite different 
from the common wild hemp that grows freely in 
Kashmir and the Tarsi, and bas the merit of 
being much more injurious. 


2. Evidence of Mr. E. Giles, Collector , Shikarpur. 


1. As a Revenue Officer of twenty-three years’ 
service, all of which has been spent in Sind, I 
have had some opportunities of forming an opinion 
as to the working of our present system of excise 
administration, of talking to the farmers who pur¬ 
chase the right to retail hemp drugs, and of ob¬ 
serving in the towns and villages the classes who 
•consume them, and their effect on the consumers. 
I have not, however, any special knowledge on the 
subject, but I have utilized my present position to 
secure from others the best possible information 
regarding the matters specified in the questions. 

2. Charas and ganja are not manufactured in 
Sind. I cannot, therefore, speak for the accuracy 
of the definition. They are, however, imported in 
small quantities, and known by those names, 
Bhang includes the seed and also the small stalks 
when broken up and dried of the hemp plant. 

3. Wild hemp is said to grow in the Sind hills- 
I have never seen it in the plains. 

4 . It is spoken of as kohi bhang, i.e., bemp 
from the hills, 

5. 1 do not know what special conditions are 
necessary for its growth. 


6. I do not know whether its growth is dense 
or scattered ; but in the Sind hills the latter may 
safely be inferred, as the hills are for the most 
part bare and barren, 

7. Hemp in Sind is cultivated for use as bhang 
only, never for ganja or charas; and as those pre¬ 
parations of the drug are not prepared in Smd, 
and only imported into it to a very limited extent, 
to be used chiefly by foreigners, I have for the 
most part withheld any remarks regarding them, 
thinking that such would be far more reliably 
obtained in the provinces where they are prepared 
and in common use. Sometimes, but very 
rarely, the thick stalks of the plant are placed in 
water to rot, and with great labour rope or twine 
is made from them by individual persons for 
special purposes; but the plant is never grown for 
the use of its fibre or of its seed only. 

8. There has been no considerable fluctuation in 
the area under hemp in recent years. The land¬ 
holder cultivates it with the sole object of getting 
a larger profit from it than from other crops; but 
he is in reality tne slave of the licensed farmer 
who can buy Lis crop or not if he likes. Cultiva- 
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tton, therefore, never increases beyond the farmer’s 
requirements. 

9. Being dissatisfied with my subordinates’ 
reports on the methods of cultivation, I sent for 
two landholders who regularly cultivate small 
areas with hemp. Their accounts varied very 
slightly, and were as follows 

Hemp is usually cultivated with well irrigation; 
but sometimes the land is irrigated beforehand 
with canal water, and the crop is then grown on 
its inherent moisture. This class of irrigation in 
Sind is known as “ bosi,” or to use the technical 
survey term, “artificial inundation.” Seed is sown 
either along the side of raised earthen ridges in 
“ chungyun,” i,e„ pinches, what the top of the 
thumb or two first fingers will hold, oig„ five 
or six seeds, or it is sown broadcast. The latter 
method is, however, confined entirely to the land 
artificially inundated. In well cultivation the 
ridges are always used. The laud is highly man- 
urt d, goats’dung being the best kind. It is 
ploughed four or generally five times, and then 
Tolled with a heavy log of wood called a “sahar” 
until the earth is quite soft, a quality whioh is 
indispensable for the crop. The seed is sown in 
the late autumn, and even as late as the beginning 
of January, and the crop is reaped in Apvil or May. 
The extent of cultivation on a well ranges from 
seven to ten jaribs, but the area, when the land 
has been artificially inundated, may be more. All 
the male plants are rooted up and thrown away as 
useless. When the crop is ripening the upper 
portions of the stalks to the length of 1 to 1£ feet 
are cut off, and these are kept separately, and are 
the tit-bits of it. They are dried with the seed 
and stalk in them, and these pieces are called 
ghundyun, and are said to be more intoxicating 
than the rest of the plant, whioh, after being cut, 
is dried in the sun for several days, and is then 
threshed with sticks until the broken leaves and 
seed are separated and form the common bhang, 
as it is sold to the farmer, who, however, cleans it 
carefully by sifting, and sometimes separates the 
seeds before retailing it to his customers. Small 
portions of the ghundyun which break off occasion* 
ally are also preserved separately, and are called 
dodo or dodi. I am sending a box containing speci¬ 
mens of the ghundyun, dodo, and the seed. The 
actual sowing of the seed, the ploughing, weed¬ 
ing, and bird-scaring, etc., is always carried out 
by banias or Hindu cultivators, the Muhammadan 
cultivator supplying the bullocks which work the 
well aud the zamindar giving the land. The 
bania supplies the seed, but the manure is given 
in the same proportion as the produce is divided, 
i.e,, one-fifth to the bania and two-fifths each to 
the raiyat and the landholder. The zamindar also 
gives takavi or an advance in cash to the raiyat. 
The amount of seed sown varies according as the 
cultivation is on well or artificially inundated land, 
the quantity used in the former heing naturally 
less. One cultivator said that he used on his well 
three 6eera a jarib or about six per aore, whereas the 
second said that one seer was enough when the 
seed was sown in ridges, and from two to three 
if sown broadcast. The produce is estimated at 
from 10 to 20 maunds per jarib. 

10. The persons who cultivate hemp do not 
form a special class, 

14, Ganja and charas are imported; the former 
from Amritsar, where it is said to have been previ¬ 
ously imported from Yarkand, Khorasan, and 
Thibet. The latter drug comes from Kutch, 
Bhang is prepared in the district, and as the aver¬ 
age area cultivated is 164 acres, the quantity 


prepared may be roughly set down as 5,000 
maunds. Bhang is not prepared by the people ia 
their houses. It can be prepared from the hemp 
plant wherever grown. 

15. I have described the method of preparing 
bhang in paragraph 8 of the last chapter. The 
bhang, ghundyun, and seed are sold to consumers 
exactly in the condition in which I have de¬ 
spatched them. They were supplied me by the 
farmer for the district. Bhang in Sind is used 
only for drinking, while charas and ganja are 
smoked. Bhang is manufactured in the field; but, 
as before stated, the licensed farmer subsequently 
cleans it. 

17. The ordinary Hindu and Muhammadan cul¬ 
tivators prepare the bhang, not any special class 
of people, 

18. Bhang can be kept several years without 
deterioration unless attacked by insects or wetted 
by rain. After three or four years, however, it is 
said to lose its intoxicating effect. 

19. Ganja and charas are used only in smok¬ 
ing. 

20. Sindhis as a rule do not smoke ganja and 
charas; but fakirs, jogis, and travellers from other 
parts, specially the north of India, use charas and 
very rarely (as the statistics show) ganja. The 
places of its consumption are the fakirs’ and travel¬ 
lers’ halting and resting places. 

21. I enclose samples of the kinds used. 

25. Praetioally bhang is never used for smok¬ 
ing, but it is said that excessive consumers will 
rub the fresh leaves of the male plant in their 
hands and place it in their pipes with their to- 
bacco. 

24. All classes of the people drink bhang, the 
proportion among the Hindus being, however, 
larger than among the Muhammadans. The late 
Rai Bahadur Diwan Navalrai whose wide ac¬ 
quaintance with the customs of the people renders 
his opinion a very valuable one, said that 80 per 
cent, of the former and 60 per cent, of the latter 
drink it; but another experienced officer fixes the 
proportion at 60 and 20. 

It is used everywhere for smoking, but scarcely 
ever for eating, although a few people are said to 
cook it with their vegetables. 

25. The figures of retail sales for the district 


given below, viz, 

Mds, 

Srs. 

1888-89 .... 

3,066 

39 

1889-90 . . ‘ . 

3,041 

7 

1890-91 . 

2,691 

19 

1891-92 . 

2,779 

23 

1892-93 . 

2,902 

32 


tend to show that the use of bhang is not on the 
increase. Taking the average sales to be 8,0011 
maunds, the consumption is 10J tolas per head of 
population. There is no reason to suppose that 
the consumption of ganja and charas is increasing. 

26. The consumers may be divided as follows 


(1) Habitual moderate 

70 

(2) Habitual excessive . . 

. 20 

(3) Occasional moderate . 

. 7 

(4) Occasional excessive . 

3 

Total 

. 100 


This was the estimate of Mr. Navalrai, and 
strikes me as a good one. The great majority -of 
bhang drinkers drink it in moderation, just as an 
ordinary Englishman drinks his beer. 

27. The moderate bhang drinkers belong to all 
classes, and the excessive drinkers are for the 
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most part fakirs, beggars, scavengers, and men of 
low caste. A few well-to-do people also drink to 
excess; but such instances are rare. Idleness is 
the chief cause which leads to drinking. 

28. Habitual moderate consumers of bhang are 
said to consume a quarter of a tola daily ou an 
average, and excessive consumers 10 tolas, the 
respective prices being one pie and two annas. 
It is said, however, that as much as a seer has 
been consumed by an habitual drinker in the day, 
and an instance lias been reported to me of a man 
who, having drunk bhang habitually for ten years, 
took three-fourths of a seer of ghundyun mixed 
with sugar and spices, and having smoked cbaras 
also from bis pipe, collapsed and lost the use of 
one eye. He is now to be ssen in the city of 
Sbikarpur a complete wreck. 

29. Habitual moderate consumers mix as a rule 
nothing with the bhang, but drink it in a large 
quantity of water, when it is known as “pango” 
or “ sukho.” The preparation is about 8 tolas to 
a gallon. They also drink it mixed with spices 
of all kinds, when it is known as “ thadal,” i.e., a 
cooling drink, the spices used being aniseed, 
pepper, almonds, sugar-candy, saffron, cardamoms, 
poppy seed, coriander, petals of the holly hock, 
succory, purslain, etc. Excessive consumers 
drink it as a rule with water only, but parched 
grain is sometimes added in order to intensify the 
intoxicating power. Sometimes before being 
mixed with water, the bhang is placed under the 
hot ashes of a fire, as this also is said to increase 
its strength. Ordinarily bhang is pounded np 
with a short stick which answers to a pestle, and 
then put in the water, the mixture being strained 
through a cloth. The spiced mixture is specially 
ased at festivals, such as the Holi or Shivaratri. 
Dhatura is not used with bhang, nor do I know 
•£ the preparation “ bhang massala.” Tobacco 
only is mixed with charas and ganja. 

80. Bhang is generally drunk in company, and 
especially at social meetings, those who drink 
it in solitude usually doing so in order to escape 
the notice of their relatives or others who disapprove 
of the habit. Women never drink it until they 
growinp- old j nor do children as rule. Young 
men acquire the habit, but as a rule the consump¬ 
tion increases with age. 

31. The habit of drinking bhang is easily ac¬ 
quired, and relinquished with difficulty if once it is 
used to excess. Probably bad company is the 
leading cause why people become excessive 
drinkers. The second landholder whom 1 ques¬ 
tioned is himself a consumer, but said, and I be- 
lieve truly, that he used to drink it to excess; 
but, finding how injurious it was, bad for some 
time drunk it in moderation only , and once a day 
instead of twice, i.e., at evening, in the proportion 
of about 2 tolas to a pint. He used the expres¬ 
sion regarding his former excessive drinking that 
he could not stand it, as be lost his head, and it 
led to hia being cheated by the banias, so he had 
reduced his quantity to half an anna, i.e., 2 4 tolas 
per diem, 

82. On certain Hindu festivals, such as the 
Holi, Shivaratri, Chetichand, and Vaisakhi,a large 
quantity of bhang is prepared, especially in the 
temples, and offered to all comers as a pari: of the 
religious ceremonies. If auy one is unwilling to 
drink, lie puts a drop on his tongue in token of 
acceptance. The bhang so used is very weak, 
and, the custom is one which is not likely to lead 
to the habit of drinking. This was Mr. Naval- 
raps view, and be adds; <f I have drunk it myself , 


several times and found it very refreshing: ” yet 
he was the leader in Sind of a crusade against all 
forms of drinking of intoxicants. Hindu gold¬ 
smiths, and possibly other mechanics, regard the 
drinking of bhang on Tuesday as essential on 
religious grounds, and call the drink “Shiva jo 
sukho " i.e., “ Shiva’s sukho.” This, no doubt, is 
due to the fact that bhang is looked upon by the 
followers of Shiva as, sacred, because their god is 
reputed to have been very fond of it, and drunk 
large quantities of it. The Muhammadans on 
Friday (which answers to our Sunday) consume 
more of it on that day, as it is their weekly holi¬ 
day, 

83. I am convinced that the excessive drink¬ 
ing of bhang is universally regarded as disreput¬ 
able even by the very men who have become 
habitual drinkers. A common term in discredit¬ 
ing a man is to say that he is a “ bhangi; ” i.e., 
one who drinks to excess, and even the drinking 
of pango is liabte to be cast in a man’s teeth. 
Thus people who habitually drink pango will with¬ 
out hesitation deny that they do so if I ask them, 
but this is no doubt partly due to theiv imagin¬ 
ing that the sahib will look upon them less 
favourably, and not distinguish between their 
moderate and the bhangi’s excessive nse of the 
drug. Still I myself believe that all respectable 
natives, Hindus and Muhammadan*, in their 
hearts look upon bhang, as they do upon opium 
and liquor, as bad. Charas and gauja are in 
disrepute with Siodbis, who consider that they 
produce asthma and impotence. 

84. The moderate consumer would, no doubt 
soon take to other cooling drinks if the use of 
bhang was interdicted, but I do not think that it 
would be a serious privation to him. To the 
excessive drinker the privation would undoubtedly 
be great, and might also lead to his taking more 
injurious intoxicants, is., preparations of dhatura, 
aconite, opium, country liquor, etc. 

85. As long as bhang could be procured else- 
where, it would inevitably be smuggled if prohib¬ 
ited here, and the same remark applies to the 
other drugs in so far as they are consumed in 
Sind. Its prohibition could be enforced by legis¬ 
lation only. Discontent would undoubtedly be 
caused by it, but I do not think that in Sind such 
discontent would amount to a political danger. I 
certainly think, however, that other intoxicants 
would be substituted, viz., liquor by the rich and 
other deleterious drugs by the poor. CharaB, being 
prepared in Afghanistan and other parts of Cent¬ 
ral Asia, could always be smuggled into India. 

36. There is no reason whatever to suppose that 
alcohol is taking the place of the hemp drugs. 

40. Bhang is used by native doctors in the 
treatment of many complaints. Thus in a diluted 
form it is used to cure eostiveness of the bowels, 
and also in cases of temporary stricture, dysentery, 
coughs, colds, and venereal diseases. For external 
application it is said to be mixed with butter and 
applied to boils, piles, ear-ache, and sore-throats. 
In cases of asthma the stalks are broken up with 
the flower of the dhatura and smoked. It is also 
used as an aphrodisiac. The ashes of burnt 
cbaras are said to be used for sciatica and worms. 

41. Bhang used in moderation is beneficial— 

(1) as a digestive; 

( 2 ) as a sedative in cases of pains; 

(3) as a cooling drink in the hot weather. 

Here again I quote Mr, Navalrai, as his opinion 
is, I think, extremely valuable owing to hie kav- 
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iog been a man of very unusual ability and sound¬ 
ness of judgment as well as the leader in Sind of 
a crusade against intoxicants of all binds. I 
spoke to him on the subject when he was collect¬ 
ing information for me, and found that he was 
strongly of opinion that bhang drunk as a mild 
refreshment was beneficial, while he was opposed 
to the use of opium or alcohol in any form 
except as a medicine. Bhang is used for the above 
purposes by all classes of the people. 

42. Mr Navalrai’s reply to question 42 is — 

“ I have associated with persons who are moder¬ 
ate habitual consumers, and have never found the 
drug to do them any harm. They feel no more 
than a pleasant sensation with more or less forget¬ 
fulness of wordly cares,” 

I need scarcely say that Mr. Navalrai was not 
an habitual consumer, but he had, as before stated, 
on rare occasions drunk the mixture known ns 
thadal. I certainly think that bhang as ordi¬ 
narily drunk in Sind is harmless, and that to de¬ 
prive the people of it would be exactly the same 
thing as to deprive the ordinary Englishman of 
his beer or the Devonshire labourer of his cider. 

48. Moderate consumers of bhang are perfectly 
inoffensive in every way. 

44, Undoubtedly its moderate use tends to allay 
hunger, although it is said to stimulate the 
appetite greatly, and it is very refreshing. It is 
not intoxicating, and the effect is only temporary. 
If habitually drunk even in moderation, its want 
would be felt. 

45, The habitual moderate use of bhang has in 
the opinion of all consulted no bad effect what¬ 
ever, at any rate until old age approaches. Then 
some people think that the constitution becomes 
enervated and weakened by it, but the popular 
idea is that even then a plentiful use of ghi and 
sugar will counteract all bad effects. 

46, Used in excess, bhang causes all the bad 
effects mentioned in the question ; but insanity 
produced by it would appear to be generally tern- 
porary. Its principal effect is to render the con- 
sumer thoroughly inert both in mind and body. 

47; The habitual moderate use of hemp has no 
tendency to become hereditary or to affect in any 
way the children. The landholder referred to in 
paragraph 81 Baid he had warned bis sons against 
its use lest they should be bitten by the same 
snake as their father was, and that neither of 
them drank it. 

48. Nor do I think that excessive bhang drink¬ 
ing is an hereditary habit; but it would no doubt 
injuriously affect the children in proportion as the 
parents' health was impaired by its use. 

49. It is not used in moderation as an aphro¬ 
disiac. 

50. But it is used in excess for the above pur¬ 
pose by people of all kinds aud prostitutes and it 
tends to enfeeble the system, even if it does not 
directly produce impotency, as the excessive use of 
charas and gauja are said to. 

51. Moderate consumption is not connected 
with crime in any way. 

52. Nor do I think that excessive consumption 
is, because the most characteristic feature in the 
effect produced by the drinking of bhang to excess 
is extreme timidity, which would ralher prevent 
the consumer from committing any crime. Thus 
a mau under the influence of bhang will be terror- 
stricken iE he even sees a policeman, and fanoy that 
he has come to arrest him or beat him ; and again 


he will be frightened if he sees the bania to whom 
he owes money, and will readily sign any foolish 
document which the latter asks him to. These ex¬ 
amples were given to me by the bbangi landholder 
above referred to, but they illustrate very well the 
undoubted effect of an excessive use of hemp, and 
which as a rule makes a man quiet, timid and inert. 

58. It is said, however, to lead sometimes to 
temporary passion, and in the ease of a sepoy who 
some years ago ran arauok at Hyderabad it was 
attributed to an excessive consumption of bhang. 
The evidence on this point is, however, discrepant, 
many people saying that bhang never leads to 
violence. 

54. I have never heard of bhang being used to 
fortify criminals in order to enable them to com¬ 
mit crime. 

55. A species of sweetmeat called “ inajun ” is 
prepared in Sind from bhang by boiling it with 
ghi and water, the scum being carefully removed 
during the boiling. Sugar is then added and 
spices, musli, shokakal, and galib khalu, of which 
I do not know the botanical names, bahman (Cen- 
tanrea behen), dnlchini (cinnamon), wodaf 
(aniseed), kaisar (saffron), phota (cardamoms), 
jafar (nutmeg), jauutri (mace), and utangar 
(Aoanthodium Airtime), This sweetmeat is very 
popular, and realizes about double the price of 
bhang, It is used in Sind by criminals in order to 
further their designs, as it is pleasant to the taste 
and produces stupefaction. I myself have had 
several cases before me as a Magistrate in which 
majun had been so used. Dhatura is sometimes 
mixed with bhang, sugar, and spices for the same 
purpose. Bhang by itself is not so used, neither are 
charas and ganja. In 1891 a case of unnatural 
crime was committed to the Sessions at Sbikarpur, 
in which the victim, a boy of 14, was said to have 
been drugged with sweetened bhang in which 
dhatura had been mixed, but the ease was acquit¬ 
ted, Practically complete stupefaction does not 
follow the drinking of plain bhang. 

56. Bhang drunk either in moderation or excess 
is said to become more intoxicating when parched 
gram or til (sesamum) is added. Dhatura is used 
for crime only. In December 1888 a man was 
convicted under section 87, Bombay Act VII of 
1867, of being drunk and incapable from the 
effects of dhatura and charas mixed. 

57. Ganja and charas are not eaten or drunk 
in Sind. The intoxicating qualities of the hemp 

lant are very remarkable. Thus it is stated to 

e an aotual fact that persons passing by the crop 
when nearly ripe often feel their heads spin and 
indeed ache from its influence. Birds who, like 
squirrels, bares and rats, eat the seed greedily be¬ 
come so intoxicated by it that they can be caught 
by the hand, and I have seen a man who said he* 
had himself caught them in that slate more than 
once. 

58. I am well acquainted with the excise sys¬ 
tem in force as regards hemp drugs, and I think 
that it works fairly well, but needs more than one 
radical change, 

59. At present the price of bhang and of 
charas and ganja too is entirely unrestricted, aud 
it is left to the licensed farmer’s will to raise or 
lower it at his pleasure. If, therefore, at the auc. 
tion a mau bids excessively, the farmer can reim¬ 
burse himself by raising the price, provided, of 
course, that such price is not actually prohibitive. 
The consequence is that the bhang farmer buys at 
Rs. 2£ to Rs, 4J per maund (the landholder before 
mentioned actually sold his crop last year at 
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Us, 8-3 5-0) from the cultivator, and sells at Its. 50 
to 60 per maund. This seems a very loose system, 
and one which must often result in the farmers 
reaping an excessive rate of profit, especially as 
combinations at the auction sales to prevent com¬ 
petition are still not uncommon, and used to b ■> 
frequent. 

62. The quantity of cultivation is now suffi¬ 
ciently controlled, not by its price, but by the 
fact that if the cultivation exceeds the farmer’s 
demand, the produce is unsaleable. I myself 
remember very well a year when some bhang 
which was forfeited to Government in default of 
payment of rent was absolutely unsaleable because 
the farmer bad got all he required. The farmer 
gives the cultivator what he pleases, and just 
enough to induce the men who ordinarily cultivate 
it to supply the quantity he wants. There is 
consequently little fear of any excess in the area 
of cultivation, Even now a cultivator requires a 
license to possess and manufacture his bhang, and 
can only sell it wholesale to the licensed farmer. 
The simplest method of control would be a Gov¬ 
ernment monopoly as of opium. 

68. With the above exceptions, 1 do not object 
to the present system of vend. 

64. Nor do I object to the regulations govern¬ 
ing the export, import and transport of the 
drugs. 

65. I think that the amount of taxation 
should be fixed by Government, and not left as 
it is at present in the farmer’s hands, the taxation 
being the prices realised at auction. In the case 
of opium and country liquor Government first 
levy a duty, and this should be done for bhang 
in such a way, however, as not to lower its present 
price. The statistics previously sent demonstrate 


what is well known to be a fact that the price of 
bhang has been raised immensely in the last twenty 
years by the farmers. Thus five tolas used to be 
purchased for three pies, whereas only one is now 
obtainable. Yet the average area cultivated in 
the five years ending 1877-78 was 164 acres, 
and in the last five years 165 acres, only one 
acre more, while the revenue per head of taxa¬ 
tion has lisen from 5 annas to 1 rupee. 

67. Whether ganja and charas pay any Govern¬ 
ment duty in the Punjab or elsewhere I do not 
know. But their price also should, I think, be 
fixed by Government, and a duty levied on them, 
if not already done. 

68. There are no houses or shops where hemp 
drogs can be sold and consumed on the premises, 
and 1 certainly do not want to see such opened. 

69. A retail shop for the sale of the drugs is 
only opened when there is a bond fide demand, 
although no regular system of local option exists. 
The matter must, I think, rest with the Revenue 
Officers to decide, because any rule that a shop 
should only be opened when a certain per¬ 
centage of the inhabitants signed an applica- 
eation for it would not be of much value, signa¬ 
tures being obtainable for very little even when 
the bribe is one of words only. Revenue Officers 
should, however, be very careful not to sanction 
any new shop until clear proof of substantial 
demand ha3 been given. 

70. There iB no reason to think that bhang is 
much smuggled into this district. Bahawalpur 
indents on ub for its supply; Khuirpur grows its 
owu; but as it is sold there at a much cheaper 
rate, petty acts of smuggling may be carried on. 
There is uo tax on importation. 


3. Evidence of Mr. C. E. S. Stafford Steele, Officiating Deputy Commissioner, 

Thar and Furkar District. 


2. Yes. Bhang, ganja, and charas. 

3. A plant resembling the hemp plant is said to 
be found growing wild in the hills along the Khirta 
range and on the western border of Sind ; it is 
called "Igoi.” It operates quioker, and its 
effects are more pronounced than in the case of 
bhang. 

4. The ordinary hemp plant does not grow 
spontaneously, 

5. Unknown. 

6 . Scattered. 

7. Practically none in this district; not an acre 
jn all. 

8. Fide above. 

9. Grown both ag a Tcharif and rabi crop. Fur¬ 
ther particulars not known. 

10. Not a special class. 

II and 12. No information available. 

18, Fide query 7. 

14. The plant, as already stated, is not grown 
in this district, 

18. Bhang deteriorates after twelve months, and 
beoomes worthless after two years, Ganja the 
same. Charas is said to improve by keeping, but 
it has to be kept so that the air may be excluded, 
and even so it will not retain its properties alter 
five years. 

vol. vii. 


19. Only for smoking. 

20. The inferior orders and ascetics, both Hin¬ 
dus and Muhammadans, mendicants and fakirs. 

21. Flat preferred. 

22. Foreign. Imported directly from the Pun¬ 
jab; principally from Amritsar. It is said to 
come from Yarkand. 

28. Those addicted to ganja and deprived of the 
drug Rt times mix bhang with tobacco; but this is 
said to be infrequent, the result being unsatisfac¬ 
tory. 

24. Ttie sweetmeat majum is eaten by the 
higher classes, hut it is not met with in this dis¬ 
trict. 

25. Increased, but with the population and not 
in consequence of greater consumption by in¬ 
dividuals, except in the case of charas, the imports 
of which have increased during the past two years, 

26. Bhang. Charas. Ganja. 

(a) 40 per cent. 60 per cent. 70 per cent, 

(i) 40 „ 40 „ SO „ 

(o) 20 „ 

(d) 

Those persons who take charas and ganja be¬ 
come habitual consumers, for the habit is said to 
grow upon one. 

27. (a) Bhang ,—As regards btiang moderate 

2 L 
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consumers are to be found in aU olasses and among 
both sexes. 

(a) Charas. —Beggars and ascetics. 

(a) Ganja.— Beggars and ascetics. 

(b) Bhang. —Beggars and ascetics, and at times 
sayads and pirs and others of the upper classes. 

{£) Charas and ganja. —As under (a). 

(2) Bhang. —Use is induced by the excessive 
heat of the climate, and taken in moderation, it is 
said to be cooling. 

Charas and ganja are taken very often in the 
first instance moderately with a view to increasing 
the sexual powers. Excess follows with the result 
that loss of power ensues, and the constitution 
becomes enfeebled. 

28, (a) Bhang . . 1$ tolas = 3 pies. 

Charas . . i tola =6 „ 

Ganja . . J „ = 3 „ 

(6) Bhang . . 5 tolas = 1 anna 

Charas . „ ^ tola = 1 „ 

Ganja . . i „ «s 6 pies. 

29. (a) Bhang.— Black pepper and cardamoms, 
bhang only being conducive of flatulency. 

(6) Pounded almonds, sugar, and poppy-head 
seeds. 

Charas and ganja.— Tobacco is only mixed with 
these. 

Dhatura is not mixed, 

SO. These drugs are consumed in solitude and in 
company, and to a greater extent in company. 
The consumption is mainly confined to the male 
sex. Hespectable women, however, take bhang in 
moderate quantities, chiefly when pregnant, as a 
narcotic. These drugs are not administered to 
children. 

31. The habit is easily acquired, and the habit 
of taking ganja and eharas is comparatively diffi¬ 
cult to break off. The moderate use generally 
leads to excess in the case of the two drugs named. 

32. None in this district. 

83. The consumption of ganja and charas is 
regarded as a vicious habit, as these narcotics im¬ 
pair the constitution. Not here. 

34. In the case of bhang none to speak of, 
unless the drug has been taken to excess, when 
its deprivation is said to prevent the retention of 
urine by causing irritation iu the bladder. 

In the case of ganja and charas the deprivation 
would be felt for a few days, and relief sought by 
imbibing bhang. 

85. Ganja and charas might easily be pro¬ 
hibited, as the drugs are imported, and they are 
looked upon with disfavour by the better classes. 

The prohibition to bhang would give rise to 
considerable discontent among all classes, for it 
is looked upon as the poor man's narcotic, and 
furthermore because it is also considered to possess 
valuable medioinal properties. If prohibited, the 
consumption of opium would be stimulated there¬ 
by- 

86. There is no evidence in support of such a 
theory* 

87. Charas is said to induce immediate intoxica¬ 
tion, and there is a Sindi saying in support of 
this. The action of ganja is slower, and, in order 
to accelerate its effect, tobacco is often smoked 
immediately after the drug baa been taken. 

38. Only the flat is supplied in this district. 


89. Bhang is taken ia a liquid form, and ganja 
and charas are smoked. The drugs are.not taken 
ia any other way, 

40. By native physieians the properties ef 
bhang are termed “ cold and dry,” i.e., stimulative 
and sedative. A snuff is prepared from the leaves. 
Bhang is also used as a “ hair wash.” It is pre¬ 
scribed for diarrhoea and gonorrhoea and as a 
diuretic. Prepared as a plaster, itjis used asa cool¬ 
ing applieastion for piles and to reduce inflamma¬ 
tion, and also for neuralgia. 

It is administered to mares shortly before they 
are covered. 

41. Only bhang, which is used.— 

(a) as a digestive ; 

{6) to alleviate fatigue; 

(e) to induce perspiration in ague fits, when 
dry leaves are placed on embers and the 
smoke inhaled. 

(d) Fide paragraph 40 above. 

42. Bhang in moderation is popularly regarded 
to be harmless, and I see no reason to dispute 
this. 

43. Yesj btit the sensitive “feelings”.of habit¬ 
ual consumers appear to he easily aroused, and 
such persons give way to inordinate merriment or 
to sudden anger at small provocation. In support 
of this view, there is the Sindi adage “ Never 
meddle with a bhangi.” 

44. Bhang if taken of moderate strength is 
refreshing. Intoxication oau be induced by in¬ 
creasing the strength of the beverage. It does 
not allay hunger, but thirst. It is appetising. 
The period for which the immediate effects last 
varies. The after-effects are aiud to be lowering, 
and consumers become hypochondriac. The want 
of subsequent gratification is felt more intensely 
in the case of bhang. 

Ganja produces exhilaration. The effect is said 
to last somewhat less than an hour. It is said 
to produce warmth in the system, and for that 
reason is said to be frequently taken by persons 
when starting on a journey at night. A state 
of inertia follows the want of it. 

Chatas is more rapid in its action than ganja, 
and vertigo freaueutly follows. It is said that 
io the r»se of these two drags the habit can be 
easily broken off, whereas such is not the case as 
regards bhang. 

45. The moderate nse of bhang is not considered 
to be injurious; otherwise it is said to enfeeble the 
constitution and to bring on mental anxiety and 
extreme nervousness. Persons addicted to it are 
more susceptible to fatigue than others. It does 
not injure the digestion or cause loss of appetite, 
nor bring on bronchitis or asthma- In cases of 
dysentery it is mixed with curds and given as a 
remedy. Its use is conducive to laziness j neither 
immorality nor debauchery is laid to its charge. 
Mental vigour becomes weakened by the excessive 
use of the drug, but insanity is said not to ensue. 

Ganja and charas, it is admitted on all sides, 
produce most baneful effects. There is a saying 
in Sindi, “Charas be t&rascharas is ruth¬ 
less.” These drugs weaken the physique, causing 
wasting of tha body. Vision becomes impaired 
and the lungs affected; the intellect beoomes 
deadened, and, while in the first instance they 
operate to incite debauchery, they end by render¬ 
ing^ those addicted to their use impotent. In¬ 
sanity is noknewledged to follow their excessive 
use. 
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47. No, 

40, The lower classes of 'prostitutes are addict¬ 
ed to bhang 1 2 3 * * * * 8 9 . 

Ganja and charas are supposed to act at first 
as an aphrodisiac, but their continued use is said 
to inevitably cause impotence, 

50. Fide above. 

51. Such has not proved to be the case in 
this district. 

None so far as can be locally ascertained. 

52. Persons claiming to be addicted to ganja 
and charas have been known to plead irrespon¬ 
sibility for their actions. 

68. It appears that those who indulge in 
bhang are easily provoked and become exces¬ 
sively irritable, and that insanity results from 
the immoderate use of ganja and charas. Se¬ 
rious crimes are most undoubtedly committed by 
persons addicted to these drugs, and are mostly 
ascribed either to provocation or frenzy, 

54. These drugs are not taken by those un¬ 
accustomed to their use with a view to fortify 
themselves in the commission of premeditated 
crimes. Criminals addicted to ganja and charas 
are believed to gather Dutch courage by forti¬ 
fying themselves with a smoke prior to starting 
on their nefarious expeditions. 

55. No such case has been heard of here. 

58. Sugar, poppy-head seeds, til, i.e., gin- 


gelly, and parched gram are mixed with bhang, 
and are supposed to enhance its intoxicating 
properties. The baking of the leaves prior to 
their being pounded up is believed to increase 
the effects of the drug. 

Pickles, sour fruit and ghee are the antidotes 
resorted to in case of prolonged intoxication. 

57. They are only smoked here. 

58 and 59. The system appears to work well, 
but, in view of the baneful effects produced by 
ganja and charas, I am disposed to recommend 
that their sale should be restricted to a urea ter 
extent than is now done. In terms of the pre¬ 
sent form of license, a retail vendor is permitted 
to sell 40 tolas or half a seer of these drugs to 
any one person on any one day; he is also per¬ 
mitted to sell the same amount of bhang, which 
is a much cheaper oommodity. I think in the 
case of ganja and cbaras the maximum veud 
might well be fixed at 10 tolas. 

60. Not produced in this district. 

61. Not produced, 

62. It is already sufficiently controlled. 

63. Fide answer to paragraphs 58 and 59. 

64. No. 

68. No. 

69. Merely in so far that shops are only 


opened where required 
Unnecessary. 


None seem called for. 


4 Evidence of Khan Bahadur Kadirdad Khan Gul Khan, G.I.E., Deputy Col¬ 
lector, Eaushahro Sub-division. 


1. I have served in all the districts of the prov¬ 
ince for a little more than thirty-four years, and 
have bad to deal with those who sell and consume 
hemp. 

2. The drugs which are oonsumed and sold in 
Sind are the three, viz., bhang (hemp), charas and 
ganja. 


crop is then allowed to dry in the sun and then 
removed to warehouses or godowns. 

10. Persons of the same olasses as other agri¬ 
cultural cultivators grow the hemp. They form no 
special class • but as a rule a Hindu agriculturist 
takes more pains with the crop than a Muham¬ 
madan does. 


Hemp is locally produced, hut charas and ganja 
are imported from Yarkand and Panveli of Thana 
district, respectively. They are not manufactured 
from hemp plant in this province. 

Ganja imported into this country is of the 
flattened shape, i.e., the flat ganja. 

So the definitions given by Dr. Prain may be 
accepted. 

In this province hemp is known by the name of 
bhang, and charas and ganja by their original 
names. 

3. In no district of this province does the hemp 

plant grow spontaneously. 

7. Hemp is cultivated in this province only for 

use as bhang and for its seed, but for no other 

purposes. 

8. There is a gradual increase in the cultivation 
of bhang owing to the increase in population, but 
the increase is not very great. 

9. I have served in Sehwan taluka, zillah 
Karachi, for about seven years, where in one of its 
villages, called Bubak, hemp is grown consider¬ 
ably and brought to perfection. In order to raise 
a good crop of hemp, it is necessary that the land 
should be well ploughed and manured and copiously 
watered. The seed is sown about October or 
November and the crop is reaped about April. The 


11. I do not know anything about this. 

12. I cannot answer this. 

13. As ganja is not manufactured from hemp in 
this province, I cannot answer this question satis¬ 
factorily. I can only add this much, that as hemp 
is raised to its perfection in this province, there is 
no reason why ganja oould not be made out of it 
locally, if the cultivators knew how to manufac¬ 
ture it. 

14. Ganja and charas are not prepared in Sind ; 
but only bhang is used. 

Bhang is the leaf of the hemp plant and gene¬ 
rally the seeds are mixed with it. In this state it 
is pounded in a mortar, made into liquid, and 
drunk. Bhang is not imported from any other 
province or native territory ,• but whatever is 
raised in the province is sufficient to supply the 
demand of consumers. 

Very little of it is grown in this district. The 
area brought under hemp cultivation during the 
last three years is as follows :— 

A. G, 

1890- 91 .... 17 6 

1891- 92 .... 20 26 

1892- 93 .... 2 29 

But the demands of the district are supplied by 
importation of bhang from Karaohi district, chiefly 
Bubak of.Sehwan taluka. 


vol. vii. 


2 l 2 
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15. £ cannot give the method of the preparation 
cf oharas and ganja, as they are not manufactured 
in Sind. But as far as the habits of the people 
are concerned, charas and ganja are smoked, bhang 
is drunk in a liquid state, and a preparation of 
the bhang, called majuiu, is eaten, The way in 
which mtijum is prepared is as follows :—Bhang 
is pounded in a mortar, water is added to it and 
its juice is extracted by pressing it. This is 
again boiled and in the process of boiling sugar- 
candy and cardamom are put in it. This, after it 
is cooled, is eaten by well-to-do persons in small 
quantities at bed-time and also early in the 
morning, but the use of majum is confined to only 
few and rich people. 

16. Bbang is generally prepared by people in 
their houses or tikanaa and day eras, which resem¬ 
ble the alehouses of Europe. It can be prepared 
from the hemp plant wherever grown, but charas 
and ganja require special piocess for its manu¬ 
facture. 

17. Needs no answer. 

18. OE course charas, ganja as well as bhang 
deteriorate by keeping. Bhang and ganja quite 
lose their effect after four years; but charas can 
keep up its effect for a longer time and after six 
or eight years it becomes useless. Lapse of time 
and effects of climate are the causes of deteriora¬ 
tion. No special measures can be suggested to 
prevent the deterioration of these drugs. 

19. As far as Sind is concerned, ganja and 
charas are used only for smoking. They are used 
in no other way. 

20. Ganja and charas are smoked in this pro¬ 
vince chiefly by fakirs who come from other parts 
of India and also by those local residents who 
associate with such fakirs. There are more ganja 
smokers than charas smokers. The proportiou of 
ganja smokers is one per cent., and that of charas 
smokers about one per 200 of the population. 
In mufassal ganja and charas are used very little 
and by exceptionally very few people; but in 
large cities and towns which the foreigners resort 
to, the proportiou of smokers is large. 

21. Only the flat^anja is imported into Sind for 
consumption. 

22. Only foreign charas is used. It is im¬ 
ported to this country from Yarkaud via Amrit¬ 
sar. 

28. In very rare instances those who are ad¬ 
dicted to ganja smoking do smoke bhang leaves 
as a substitute for ganja when they cannot obtain 
the latter; but this habit is coufined to hard 
smokers of ganja aud it is not of general practice. 

24. The drinking of bhang is not coufined to 
auv particular class or creed of people. Both 
Hindus and Muhammadans drink and eat it. 
Bhang is eaten in the shape of majum ouly in 
large cities and towns by very few people who 
are rich ; but its drinking is extended over large 
cities and towns as well as the mufassal with this 
exception that whereas in large cities and towns 
the proportion of drinkers may safely be estimated 
at 25 per cent., while iu the mufassal it is only 5 
per cent. 

25. The use of ganja, charas and bhang, speci- 
ally of the latter, is on the increase. 

Ganja and charas, when smoked, produce a 
heating effect and the climate of Sind is hot. 
Theiefore tbege two drugs are consumed in a 
limited quautity, 

lie drinking of bbang has pooling effects and 


in a hot country like Sind it is, to those who use 
it, an agreeable beverage. The reason of the in¬ 
crease in the consumption and use of bhang may 
be attributed to the change in the habits of the 
people with the march of civilization, when 
every young man has begun to think that he can 
do what he likes and may eat and drink whatever 
he pleases without any check as long as he does 
not break the law. 

To prove that charas and ganja are con¬ 
sumed to a very small extent as compared with 
bhang, I give the figures of consumption for the 
year 1891-92 for the Hyderabad district : — 



Mauntls. 

Seers. 

Tolas. 

(1) Ehang 

. 1,120 

16 

39 

(2) Charas 

14 

10 

67 

(3) Ganja 

39 

36 

69 


26. The number of habitual as well as occasional 
exoessive consumers of ganja and charas is very 
small, and the number of occasional moderate con¬ 
sumers is also very small. They should not be 
taken into consideration. But the number of 
habitual moderate consumers of charas and ganja 
may be reckoned at 5 per mille in large cities and 
towns and 1 per mille in the mufassal. 

In the case of bhang drinking the proportion 
may be taken as follows :— 

In large pities In raofas- 
and towns. sal, 

Cer cent. Per cent. 

i l) Habitual moderate consumers 20 3 

21 Habitual excessive ditto 2 '5 

3) Occasional moderate ditto 1 *5 

4) Ditto exoessive ditto 2 1 

27. Charas and ganja are smoked by people of 
very low class and inferior habits, but bhang is 
taken by all classes, beginning, with princes, nobles, 
merchants, spiritual leaders,ending with the poorest 
labourer and the beggar. The habit of using 
bhang is acquired by associating with bhang 
drinkers. 

28. The daily average cost of these drugs per 
diem may be estimated as follows:— 

Habitual moderate Habitual excessive 
consumer*. consumers. 

fl) Bhaug On© pi© per head. Six pies per head, 

(2) Charas Six pies „ Two annas „ 

(3) Gimja Three pies „ One anna „ 

29. As a rule ordinarily no ingredients are mixed 

by any of the classes who use bhang, charas and 
ganja. In exceptional cases, dhatura is mixed 
with bhang in order to stupefy the person by 
whom it is intended to be used ; but this is done 
in very rare instances among the Muhammadans 
of the lowest class. Among the Hindus the ad¬ 
mixture of dhatura with bhang is not known. 

There is no such thing as bbang massula known 
or used in Sind. 

80. Those who use the drugs take it in Bolitude* 
as well as in company, but naturally a man takes 
a little more in company than what be does in 
solitude. 

Children never smoke charas or ganja; but 
women of very low caste, such as prostitutes, do 
smoke it. Bhang is used by females generally 
after they attain the age of thirty or forty years 
but the proportion of female drinkers as compared 
with male drinkers is very small, say one woman 
after every five men. 

81. The habit of consuming auy of these drugs 
can be easily formed, and it is difficult to break 
off. There is not much tendency in the case of 
any of these drugs for the moderate habit to 
develop into fhe excessive; but it must be remem¬ 
bered that those who are excessive smokers or 
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drinkers bad begun by moderate smoking or 
drinking, 

32. In tbe case of ebaras and ganja it is not 
obligatory by any religious or social custom to 
smoke the stuff on any partiaular occasion; but 
iu the case of bhang among the Hindus during 
the Holi holidays it is a part of tbe religious 
ceremony to take a little of “ panjtulo ” (five 
ingredients) when attending the tikana (a place 
of worship). This panjtulo is composed of bhang, 
sugar, cardamom, dry leaves of roses and succory 
(or kasni); but there is no religious or social 
obligation on tbe Muhammadans to take the 
drink on any particular day. On the occasion 
of religious holidays such as Moburrnm those 
who do not drink it have no objection to take a 
little of it if offered; but this drinking is gene¬ 
rally temperate and is not likely to lead to the 
formation of the habit, nor is it otherwise 
injurious. 

33, As far as public opinion of this country is 
concerned, tbe smoking of charas and ganja is 
considered as not a respectable habit, and the 
moderate drinking of bhang is not regarded as 
disreputable. On the contrary, there are certain 
verses in Persian, Siudhi and Urdu, praising the 
drug. 

The hemp plant or its leaves or seeds are never 
worshipped on any occasion by Muhammadans. 

In the Sindhi months of Asu and Chet, when | 
Hindu males and females observe fasting (called 
Ekana), the section of the Hindus who are the 
followers of Devi worship hemp in liquid before 
it is drunk. 

84. Certainly it would be a serious privation to 
charas, ganja and hemp consumers to forego 
the consumption of these drugs, as it would be 
in the case of a European labourer if he is prohi¬ 
bited from Kis glass of beer. Once a man gets 
into the habit of taking certain intoxicating or 
narcotic drug, he feels the want of it even if be 
were a moderate consumer. It is very difficult to 
give the probable number of each olass of con¬ 
sumers. 

85. It would not be feasible to prohibit th« 
use of any or all of these drugs, just in the same 
way as all governments in Europe would not find 
it feasible to prohibit the use of wines and beers. 
If the licit consumption of these drugs were pro¬ 
hibited, people would find ways to use them 
illicitly. Tbe consumers will be seriously discon¬ 
tented if prohibition were enforced,. and the dis¬ 
content will certainly amount to a political danger, 
as all classes of people from the most influential 
spiritual leader to the lowest beggar will say that 
British Government, while not interfering or pro¬ 
hibiting the use of alcohol in their own country, 
are stopping them here ftom the use of less intoxi¬ 
cating drugs which they have been using from 
time immemorial and which is also religiously 
respected, and the prohibition will naturally be 
followed by recourse to alcoholic stimulants and 
other drugs. 

86. From the enquiries that I have made, I 
learn that alcohol is not substituted for any of 
these drugs; but if the consumers of hemp drugs 
find themselves iu better circumstances, they begin 
to use alcohol in addition to hemp drugs. 

37. In my opinion tbe effects of charas smoking 
are as bad as those of ganja. From a teetotaller’s 
point of view one is as bad as the other. 

38, I cannot answer this question, as we. have 
got only one kind of ganja used in Sind. 


39. In this province every body will share with 
me in saying that smbking of any preparation of 
the hemp drug is more injurious than drinking it 
or eating the same in the shape of majum, because 
smoking has more stupefying effects than drinking 
and eating. 

40. The use of charas and ganja is never pre¬ 
scribed by any school of native doctors as a medi¬ 
cine, or as an ingredient in a medicine, but on 
several occasions the drinking of mild liquid of 
old hemp is prescribed by native doctors as a medi¬ 
cine in tbe case of bleeding piles, dysentery and 
stoppage of urine, 

I have not heard that hemp is ever used in the 
treatmeut of cattle diseases. 

41. The moderate use of charas, ganja or bhang 
will not prove beneficial in the case of those who 
have never used it; but those who consume it 
confess that tbe moderate use of these drugs 
makes them in good mood for hard work and 
exertion, and the use of hemp liquid is considered 
as a preventive of disease iu malarious and un¬ 
healthy tracts. 

It is difficult to say regarding the classes 
minutely; but I refer to the moderate habitual use 
of these drugs. 

42. The moderate use of all the three drugs is 
harmless, because I have never observed the 

j moderate consumor of any of these drugs inferior 
intellectually or physically to those who do not 
use them. 

43. Moderate consumers are inoffensive to their 
neighbours, 1 have exercised magisterial powers 
for more than 26 years and no cases have come to 
my notice showing that because a man happens 
to be a moderate consumer of any of these drugs, 
he has been offensive to his neighbours. 

44. The immediate effect of the moderate use of 
any of these drugs on the habitual consumer is 
that he finds himself to be refreshed, and it pro¬ 
duces a little intoxication, creates appetite and the 
effects of intoxication last for a few hours. The 
habitual moderate consumer feels himself very 
uneasy if he does not get his smoke or dose at bis 
usual times. 

45. Tbe habitual moderate use of any of these 
drugs is not proved to produce any noxious effects 
—physical, mental or moral. It does uot impair 
the constitution in any way. It does not injure 
the digestion or cause loss of appetite. It does not 
cause dysentery, bronchitis or asthma. It does 
not impair the moral sense or induce laziness of 
habits or immorality or debauchery. It does not 
deaden the intellect or produce insanity. These 
drugs have been never known to produce insanity 
if taken moderately. 

46. In tbe case of those who use these drugs 
habitually in excessive quantities, they are cer¬ 
tainly inferior physically, mentally and morally, 
to their brothers who do not use the drugs or use 
them moderately. But the habit ual excessive use 
produces permanent insanity only in those cases 
where the consumer is physically weak and is not 
well fed and clothed, and, on the other hand, in the 
ease of those who get good food and are well clad, 
the excessive use of these drugs does not bring on 
permanent insanity. Beyond this I cannot answer 
this question. 

47. The habitual moderate use of any of these 
drugs does not become a hereditary habit, and does 
not affect the children of moderate consumers. 
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48, In the case of habitual excessive consumers 
of these drugs, the habit does not become heredi¬ 
tary, and their children are not affected, because 
in this country, with the Exception of prostitutes, 
no female is an habitual exoessive consumer of 
these drugs, and one of the parents of the child, 
being free from the habit of the excessive use of 
the drug, is probably the cause of the children not 
being affected. 

49 and 50. I cannot answer these questions. 

51. Large proportion of bad characters in this 
country are those who do not use any of these 
drugs. The crime in general or in particular has 
no connection with the moderate use of these drugs. 
I give this opinion from iny own experience as a 
Magistrate who have had to deal with bad charac¬ 
ters and criminals for more thau a quarter of a 
century. 

52. On the other hand, the excessive use of 
bhang produces cowardice and timidity. An 
excessive bhang drinker is never violent. He is 
not expected to commit any daring deed. If he 
has no funds to purchase bis daily bhang, he might 
resort to pilfering. The excessive smokers of ganja 
and charas get into fury and violence and in that 
state do commit the crime of taking the law in 
their own hands against the persons of other indi¬ 
viduals, if provoked. 

58. The excessive indulgence in these drugs does 
not incite to unpremeditated crime or violenoe. I 
know of no instance in which the excessive indul¬ 
gence of these drugs may have led to temporary 
homicidal frenzy. 

54. I answer this in the negative. 

55. Complete stupefaction cannot be induced by 
any of these drugs without some strong admixture, 
such as dhatura or opium soaked in oil, and the 
criminals in order to further their designs always 
mix some other strong intoxicating drug with hemp 
drugs, when they administer it to their victims. 

56.1 am not in possession of accurate information 
to enable me to answer this question correctly. 

67. Ganja and charas are not known to be eaten 
or drunk in Sind. They are only smoked. 

58. I am acquainted with the system of excise 
administration in this province in respect of hemp 
drugs, I think it is capable of improvement. 

59. In my opinion the administration requires 
the following improvements 

(a) Ganja and charas are not manufactured in 
this province. They are imported by far¬ 
mers from Panveli of Thana district in 
the Bombay presidency aud Yarkand re¬ 
spectively. The farmers try to purchase 
inferior articles as cheaply as they can and 
an inferior stuff is always injurious. Gov¬ 
ernment ought to purchase charas and 
ganja and supply them to the farmers in 
the same way as they do opium; because 
the use of inferior ganja and charas is 
more injurious than that of a superior 
kind. 

(i) Hemp is cultivated by agriculturists in 
their fields wherever they like. They 
have only to obtain permission for cul¬ 
tivating it. ‘ The revenue authorities warn 
them to sell their produce to Govern* 
ment farmers, but owing to the want of 
sufficient establishment these authorities 
cannot depute a special officer to see that 


all the hemp produced by the cultivators 
is sold and handed over to the Government 
farmer. This leaves the cultivator at 
perfect liberty to sell as much of it illi¬ 
citly to consumers as he likes before the 
Government farmer comes to buy it from 
him. The best plan will be that only 
those who have lands not far away from 
the taluka head-quarters should be per¬ 
mitted to cultivate hemp plant, and Gov¬ 
ernment should appoint a well-paid and 
trustworthy official to see that the hemp 
from the time of its harvest up to the 
time it is banded over to the Govern¬ 
ment farmer is not tampered with. Until 
this is done the illicit consumption of 
bhang cannot be stopped in the neigh¬ 
bourhood of those fields where it is cul¬ 
tivated. 

(e) Government sell by public auction the 
right of retail selling of charas, ganja and 
bhang. The person whose bid is accepted 
is called the farmer. There is no con¬ 
dition in the lioense specifying the rate at 
which he has to Bell these drugs to the 
consumers by retail sale, and he is to fix 
1)is own rates, just as he pleases. Com- 
paring the rates at which he purchases 
with those at which he sells to the con¬ 
sumers, the difference is very great and 
most startling. To prove this assertion 
I give below the figures regarding the 
Hyderabad Collectorate for one year, viz 
1891-92:— 

In the year 1891-92 the farmer paid ft29,885 
to Government. The quantities of the drugs 
sold by him are shown below 




Maunda, 

Seers. 

Tolee. 

(1) Bhang. . 

♦ 

. 1,120 

.15 

39 

(2) Charas. . 

. 

. 14 

10 

67 

(3) Ganja . 

• 

. 39 

36 

69 


from the accompanying statement it will be 
seen that the three drugs, which were consumed 
during the year, were purchased by the fanner 
at a total cost of R7,097-12-2 and were sold to 
consumer# at R8S,404-ll-9. The difference 
between the prices at which the farmer bought 
these drugs and sold them to the public is no 
less than R76,806-15-7. Deducting the sum of 
R29.3S5 paid to Government, it leaves him 
R46,971-15-7. 

No doubt the farmer spends something out of 
this in the shape of carriage expenses of bringiug 
the drugs to various retail shops and paying com¬ 
mission to agents who sell the drugs by retail in 
different villages ; but this will not amount to, 
more than a few thousand rupees and the margin 
of profit to the farmer is very great. 

In the case of opium in this province Govern¬ 
ment have made conditions with the farmers that 
they cannot sell the drug beyond a certain maxi¬ 
mum price to the consumers, which is five annas 
a tola or Rs. 12£ per lb. The duty paid to Gov¬ 
ernment is Ss. 10 per lb. As long as the present 
system is in vogue, there is a very great danger 
of the illicit importation of hemp from the 
adjoining territory of Khairpur. 

Bhang, which is purchased by the farmer at 
Rs. 4 per maund, is sold to consumers by retail at 
the rate of 8 pies a tola or Rs, 60 per maund, 
and from the letter of the Political Agent of 
Khairpur territory it appears that bhang, is sold 
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to Consumers in that territory at the rate of 
Rs. 4 or Rs, 5 per maund, and in times of scarcity 
at the rate of Rs. 9 or Rs. 10 per maund. It may 
safely be said that the retail rate prevailing in the 
Khairpur territory is Rs, 5 per maund, while that 
in the British territory of the Hyderabad district 
is Rs. 50 per maund. The difference between the 
prices in the two adjoiuing countries is so great 
that people have strong temptations in their way 
to illicitly import hemp from the Mir’s terri¬ 
tory into the Hyderabad district. The Political 
Agent has further informed me that the retail 
sellers pay only one rupee per maund to the 
State. 

The Khairpur territory is bordering along the 
Shikarpur, Hyderabad and Thar and Parkar dis¬ 
tricts, and as long as this great disparity of rates 
continues, there is a great danger of illicit im¬ 
portation of the drug. The number of patrols, 
who have to guard the borders of the Mir’s 
territory for the purpose of suppressing and 
detecting crimes against the salt and excise laws 
is far from sufficient. 

60. Ganja is not produced and manufactured 
in this province. 

61. Charas is not produced and manufactured 
in this province. 

62. 68 and 64. In answering question 59 I have 
answered these questions. 

65. I would adhere to the present system of 
selling the right of bhang, charas and ganja by 


public auction, but would insist on a maximum 
price for retail sale being fixed by Government, 
as is done in the case of opium, and I think the 
present retail rates at which bhang, ganja and 
charas are sold are very high. 

66. I need not answer this question. 

67. 1 have answered this question while answer 
ing question 59. 

68. There are shops for the retail sale of these 
drugs; but the drugs are not consumed on the 
premises. 

69. The wishes of the people are consulted before 
a shop is opened in any locality. The Collector 
has power to determine how many shops and in 
what localities are to be opened, and before fixing 
their number and locality the wishes of the people 
are consulted through the mukhtiarkars of the 
talukas. I think that local public opinion should 
always he considered on this point. 

70. While answering question 59,1 have point¬ 
ed out the different rates at which bhang is sold 
in this district and in the adjoining native terri¬ 
tory of Khairpur, and as long as this disparity of 
rates is not removed, the danger of illicit import¬ 
ation of hemp cannot disappear. Otherwise duty 
is paid on all these dmgs. I may further say 
that in some instances the excise and salt estab¬ 
lishments have succeeded in detecting cases of 
illioit importation of bhang from the Khairpur 
territory into this district, and the offenders have 
been dealt with according to law. 


6. Evidence of S. Sadik Aii Sherali, Deputy Collector and First Class 
Magistrate, Frontier District of Upper Sind . 


1. My own personal experience, gathered by the 
use of hemp in its liquid form on three or four 
occasions, from personal association with consumers 
of bhang and charas, from my rational age, and 
also from inquiries made from persons who drink 
bhang and smoke charas, from contractors in this 
district and in Shikarpur, Sukkur and Rohri, from 
observations made during (he time I was on 
three months’ leave from 3rd August to 2nd Nov¬ 
ember 1893, and from inquiries made in Sabaran- 
pur district, and also during the course of my 
service extending over a period of twenty-one 
years. 

2. In Sind bhang is not known by the name of 
siddhi, but is called by the following names :—(1) 
bhang, (2) sabzi, (3) sai, (4) ghundiun, (6) bhang 
kuto or chur. Its other names are given in 
Appendix A. 


5. No special conditions are necessary except 
rainfall. In Sind I have not seen wild hemp 
grow in places where no rain falls. It is said to 
grow in the hills in the Karachi district and the 
Kelat territory. 

6. It is scattered, as I have seen it in the 
Saharanpur district. 

7. (a) and ( i ) No. 

(e) and (d) Yes. 

I have got statistics only for the Thuland Kash- 
mor talukas, of which I hold charge. In the Thul 
taluka no hemp was cultivated during the paBt 
nineteen years ; only eight acres of land was cul¬ 
tivated in that taluka in 1878-74. In the Kash- 
mor taluka the following areas were sown in the 
past twenty years :— 


Charas is not only the resinous matter, but 
consists of resinous matter, deposit of dust upon 
the leaves, and leaves all crushed and compounded 
in balls or lumps or cakes. For detailed process 
of manufacturing charas please see Appendix B. 

Ganja is rarely smoked in this country ; but the 
definition of it given by Dr. Prain may be accept¬ 
ed. Its process of manufacture, as known in 
this country, is given in Appendix B. 

8. It gvows spontaneously in the Saharanpur 
district, North-Western.Provinces. It is known 
to grow spontaneously, and I have myself seen it 
grow in my own village Ambahta, also near 
Rucki and. Piiran Kaliar in the Saharanpur 
district. 

4 , It is known: oaky by the name el hhang, I 
have not heard it called, by aay other names. 


1873-74 







a. a. 

Nil. 

1874-75 







Nil. 

1875-76 







0 

30 

1876-77 







0 

6 

1877-78' 







O 

0 

1878-79 







O 

5 

1879-80 







0 

0 

1880-81 







0 

24 

1881-83 







0 

O 

1882-83 



* 




O 

0 

1883-84 







0 

0 

1884-85 







O 

0 

1885-86 



• 




1 

34 

1886-87 







0 

s 

1887-88 



* 




0 

8 

1888-89 







0 

7 

1889-90 







0 

0 

1890*91 



• 

* 



0 

0 

1891-93 



* 




a 

22 

1892-93 



* 

•- 



0 

0 
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Details of Cultivation of Hemp Drugs (Bhang) in 
the Jacobabad Taluka . 


Ysab. 


At£4 UHDEl CULTIVATION, 


1873-74 . 

• • 

A. 

. 2 

G. 

22 

1874-75 . 

• • 

. 4 

0 

1876-76 . 

4 ■ 

1 

4 

1876-77 . 

• • 

. 2 

24 

1877-78 . 


. 0 

1 

1878-79 . 

> • 

. No details 

1879-80 . 

• 4 

available, 

. 0 6 

1880-81 . 


. 0 

0 


Details not available from 1881-82 to 1883-84, 
and there was no cultivation in 1884-85 to 1892- 
93. 

Note. —For Shabadudpur taluka no details avail¬ 
able, and no hemp was sown in 1883-84 to 1892- 
93. This taluka was amalgamated with this dis¬ 
trict in 1883-84; prior to it, it formed part of the 
Shikarpur district. 

8. There being no considerable increase or 
decrease, no explanation is required. 

9. There are two methods for the cultivation of 
hemp. In the lands subject to the natural flow of 
river water, land is first flooded, seed is put down 
broadcaet and is then ploughed. The other method 
is more elaborate and produces good and substan¬ 
tial crop. The laud is first ploughed once or twice, 
roller is passed over it, and ridges are prepared in 
which seed is put down like tobacco or other 
vegetable crop. When the plauts and seed become 
ripe, they are cut down just above the roots and 
are allowed to dry intact. 

10. No. The persons who cultivate hemp for 
its narcotic properties belong to the classes of 
ordinary agricultural cultivators. 

11 and 12. Do not know. 

13. The hemp plant is not cultivated in this 
district for the production of ganja, as ganja is 
rarely used in this district. Do not know. 

14. (a) and (b) No. 

(c) Yes. For details of this district kindly see 
paragraph 7. I have no details for other districts 
in the proviuce of Sind. 

15. The methods of the preparation of (a) ganja, 
(i) oharas, (c) bhang, ore given in Appendix B. 
There is no difference in the method of prepara¬ 
tion of bhang from the cultivated aud the wild 
plant. I do not believe there can be any difference 
in the preparations of charae and ganja from the 
cultivated and the wild plant j but as these two 
preparations are not manufactured in this country, 
I am not able to give my opinion. The methods 
of its preparations for smoking, eating and driuk- 
ing are given in Appendices A and B. 

16. Bhang is generally prepared by the people 
in their houses. It can be prepared from the hemp 
plant wherever it is grown, as the process of its 
preparation is very simple, as given in Appendix 
B, I do not know whether ganja aud charas can 
be prepared from the wild plunt wherever it 
grows. 

17. The preparations of the hemp drug, viz., 
bhang, charas, and ganja are made either by the 
persons who cultivate the plant or by the con¬ 
tractors who buy the stauding crop. But majums 
are prepared by native physicians or by those who 
know the components required for their prepar¬ 
ation. 

18. Bhang in the form of ghundis, ganja and 
oharas keep good for two or three years if care¬ 
fully kept within a building secure from weather 
aud exposure to sun and rain; and also from 


attacks of beetles and other insects. If exposed 
to sun, weather or rain, or attacked by insects, 
these drugs, especially bhang and ganja, deteriorate 
in the course of a year. Bhang chur or Irhto 
deteriorates in the course of one year under all 
circumstances. 

19. In the province of Sind, charas is used . for 
smoking only. Ganja is not smoked by natives 
of Sind; it, is smoked by up-country people, 
specially fakirs, jogis and sadhus. 

20. Natives of Sind rarely smoke ganja, and 
when I made inquiries lately from the farmer of 
these drugs in Jacobabad and Sukkur they said 
they had no ganja for sale, as it was not used by 
Sindhis, In Shikarpur also I could not get even 
a sample of it. 

In the towns of — 

Jacobabad, 

Shikarpur f Charas— Hindu adults 6 percent. 

Sukkurand f 

Rohri . J „ Mussalmans 9 do 

In other outlying villages— 

Charas—Hindus 4 per cent. 

„ Mussalmans 6 do. 

21. Do not kuow, as ganja is not smoked in 
thib country. 

22. Foreign ebarag is chiefly used, which is 
imported from Yarkand and Afghanistan to 
Amritsar and Lahore and from there it is imported 
into Sind. Charas is also manufactured in the 
Khairpur State, but its import is prohibited. 

23. It is very rarely smoked by the natives of 
Sind. 

24. Bhang is rarely eaten by the natives of 
Sind ; when any one has got no water and its 
grinding materials, it is eaten to gratify the 
craviogs of habit. In the Frontier and Shikar¬ 
pur districts all classes drink bhang in the hot 
season to a large extent as a cooling and refresh¬ 
ing drink, specially the lower classes of people who 

■ cannot afford to buy syrups. In the hot season 
in places like Shikarpur, Sukkur, Rohri, Jacob¬ 
abad, about 50 ppr cent, adult Hindus and 15 
pet' cent, adult Mussalmans; in the cold season 
only habitual consumers drink it, who are 25 per 
cent, adult Hindus and 10 per cent, adult Mussal- 
mans. Hindus consider bhang to be a holy plant, 
as it was patronized, some say, by “ Shiva ” and 
some say, by “ Mahadevi” and call it “ Shivaji" 
or “ Mahadaiji ” buti. In almost all the likanas 
(places of worship) large earthen pots of its thin 
watery preparations ate kept full for the use of 
the visitors and passers-by in the hot season, and 
the preparation is called “ sukho,” and by Mussal¬ 
mans “ Abo," which is drunk even by boys and 
girls on account of its cooling and refreshing 
effects. The cost of the bhang is borne from the" 
Panehayat Funds. In the outlying villages in 
the l>ot season about 30 per cent, adult Hindus 
and 10 per cent, adult Mussalmans drink bhang. 
This decrease is due to difficulties in the way of 
getting the drug, as shops for its sale are not 
kept in every village.' In the cold season the 
number of Hindus maybe 15 per cent, and of 
Mussalmans 7 per cent. The difference is due to 
occasional drinkers in the hot season. 

25. The increase and decrease in theuse of these 
drugs is generally fluctuating and is at present 
stationary on account of high prices at which they 
are sold. The rates at which charas and bhang 
are sold are given below 

(1) Charas—Rs. 10-0-0 per pound of 40-tolas. 

(2) Bhang—Rs, 0*10-0 „ „ 


» » a 
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Ganja is not kept m stock by tbo farmers. The 
above prices being prohibitive, the consumption of 
the two drugs has been restricted to a great extent. 
It may lie noted that farmers buy bhang ordi¬ 
narily at an average rate of one rupee and eight 
annas per maund, i. e„ .3| pies per pound. The 
fluctuations in rates of sale depend upon the price 
the farmers pay to Government for the mono¬ 
poly of the farms, and raise or reduce rates accord¬ 
ing to the amounts they pay. 




Towns 

and 

cities. 

Per 

cent. 

Outly- 

iug 

villages. 

Per 

cent. 

(a) 

Of bliang—Hindus 

20 

10 

Mussalmans 

6 

4 


Of charas—Hindus 

8 

2 


Mussalmans 

5 

8 

m 

Of bhang—Hindus 

5 

5 


Mussalmans 

4 

3 


Of charas—Hindus 

2 

1 


Mussalmans 

8 

2 

w 

Of bhang—Hindus 

22 

18 

Mussalmans 

3 

2 


Of charas—Hindus 

1 

1 


Mussalmans 

1 

1 

(d) 

Of bhang—Hindus 

8 

2 

Mussalmans 
Of charas— Nil. 

2 

1 

The 

above figures apply to adults only. 


27. There are no particular classes of people 
who use these drugs. Association with habitual 
consumers or women of bad repute, specially pros¬ 
titutes, or tendency to enjoy sensations produced 
by intoxication, or pleasures of sexual intercourse, 
lead to the practice, 

28. 1.—Bhano. 

Quantity. Present rate. 

(а) One tola including stalks . . Spies. 

(б) One anna=5 tolas. . . 1 anna 3 pies. 

1 have been told by several habitual consumers 
that there are many habitual consumers who could 
consume as much as one seer of bhang in one day, 
but they cannot take such quantities for a number 
of days without reducing its quantity in the mean¬ 
time for one day in every two or three days, 

2.—Charas. 

Quantity. Present rate, 

(a) tola , , . . 3 pies. 

(b) t tola .... 1 anna. 

29. (a) None with bhang. With charas and 
ganja, tobacco. 

(b] With bhang, almonds, cardamoms, pepper, 
poppy seeds, seeds of musk melon, coriander Beed, 
and sugarcandy, etc. 

With charas none. 

Dhatura is not used, as it is considered to pro¬ 
duce temporary iusanity. It is used when harm 
is intended to be caused to the person to whom it 
is administered. The mixture of things shown in 
(4) is intended to enhance the effects of the pre¬ 
paration as a tonic and refreshing draught, and 
also to prevent injurious effects of bhang. Bhang 
massala is not known in this country. 

80. Amongst Hindus the consumption of bhang 
is not practised in solitude. But amongst Mussal- 
mans about 10 per cent, of those who use it drink 
it in solitude to avoid scandal and exposure. 
The consumption of charas is practised in 
solitude, by about 10 per cent, of Hindus and 
15 per cent, of Mussalmans who consume it. 

vol. vii. 


The use of bhang is not confined to male sex \ 
prostitutes and other females of low principles 
commonly use it. Its use is mainly commenced 
after adult age, but in hot season the “ sukho ” or 
f; abo” is given to boys and girls also. Tire use of 
charas is confined to mule sex, but many prostitutes 
and women of ill-repute also use it. Children do 
not use charas, 

31. The habit of drinking bhang is easily form¬ 
ed, if a person associates with habitual drinkers 
and hears their accounts of the pleasures and lively 
sensations they enjoy. It is not difficult to break 
off the habit in the commencement. If a person 
habituated to its use ceases its consumption, loses 
appetite, feels thirsty and out of spirits. The use 
of whey or cooling syrups removes the thirst, but 
does not stimulate his appetite. In the month of 
Ramzan many drinkers of bhang and charas cease 
the use of these drugs without endangering their 
health. But they caDnot forego its use entirely. 
In the month of Ramzan they take bhang or 
smoke charas after breaking the fast. It is not 
easy to break off the habit so easily without in¬ 
juring one’s health, as the use of the drugs be¬ 
comes as it were part of their diet. The habit of 
smoking charas is not easily formed ; it requires 
association of its consumers for a considerable time 
before the habit is formed, and it cannot be broken 
off easily for the reasons given above. There is 
no tendency in the use of any of these drugs for 
moderate habits to develop into the excessive, as 
I have seen many persons consuming these drugs 
in moderate and excessive quantities without the 
risk of developing their habits into excessive use 
of the drugs. 

82. There is no custom, social or religions, in re¬ 
gard to the consumption of these drugs known in 
this country. 

38. Amongst Hindus the consumption of bhang 
in its liquid form is not in disrepute, as the plant 
is called to be Shiva or Mahadavi’s buti. But 
amongst Mnsalmans, on account of its prohibition 
by the Muhammadan religion, its use is held in 
disrepute. 

The use of charas and ganja are held in disrepute 
by Hindus as well as M ussalmans on account of 
their injurious effects, and by the latter also on 
account of religious prohibition. 

There is no custom of worshipping the hemp 
plant even by Hindus known in this country. 

84. It would certainly be a serious privation to 
the habitual consumers to forego the consumption 
of the drugs they use, specially to the fakirs, jogis 
and sadhus. *It would be serious privation to all 
the habitual consumers stated iu paragraph 26, and 
my reasons for this opinion are given in para¬ 
graph 81. 

35. It would not be feasible to prohibit entirely 
the use of any of these drugs, as such a measure 
would certainly lead to smuggling and illicit 
consumption. Tbeir use could only be prohibited 
by a special law prohibiting the cultivation of 
bhang, manufacture and imports of its preparation. 
But the prohibition would certainly occasion serious 
discontent among the consumers for the reasons 
given in paragraphs 81 and 34, and the discontent 
would undoubtedly be a political danger, as the 
fakirs, jogis and sadhus will not fail to excite the 
less rational classes of people. In habitual 
excessive consumers the prohibition is very likely 
to be followed by recourse to alcoholic stimulants 
and other drugs to a great extent, but in 
moderate habitual consumers to a very less degree, 

2 u 
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as alcoholic stimulants are not considered to be 
cooling and refreshing in their effects. 

36. Alcohol is not being substituted to any 
extent for any of these drugs. Alcohol is used by 
people for its own sake, 

37, Do not know, as gattja is rarely smoked in 
Sind; and I could not get hold of a ganja smoker 
to describe its effects. 

88 . Do not know. 

39. Do not know, as there is no preparation of 
hemp, the smoking of which is considered to be 
less injurious than drinking or eating the same. 
The smoking of all the known preparations of 
hemp are considered to be more injurious than 
those which are drunk or eaten. 

40. The answer to this question will be found 
in Appendix A. All Native Doctors are guided by 
the instructions given in Makhzan adviyah and 
use all the medioines according to their properties 
as expounded in that book. 

I do not know whether any of them are used 
in the treatment of cattle diseases. 

41. (a) As a food accessory, the moderate use 
of bhang is beneficial, and of charas, it is not 
beneficial. As a food digestive both bhang and 
charas are not beneficial; bhang in the cold season 
and charas always. 

(b) Bhang and charas do not give staying, 
power except under exposure to heat and cold, I 
know from my owu experience that a bowl of 
preparation of bhang in its light liquid form gives 
staying-powor under severe exposure to the heat of 
sun, and it is a common saying that a drink of 
bhang has the effect of making the sky look over¬ 
cast and weather cloudy. The use of bhang 
alleviates fatigue in hot season. Persons addicted 
to the use of bhang and charas take their accus¬ 
tomed allowance generally after they are free from 
work requiring manual labour. Ordinarily their 
time is about 10 o’clock in the morning and 
5 o’clock in the af ternoou, A smoke of charas is al¬ 
so taken at the time of going to bed in the night in 
order to get sleep. Only beggars who sit 
“ Dharna” that go on smoking charas without 
taking food and thus deaden their feelings and 
appetite until they are paid alms. Smokers of 
charas and drinkers of bhang, specially those who 
take them in excess, are notorious for their 
sluggishness after they take these drugs. When 
the intoxication comes on, they feel sleepy and 
cannot exert much, as their bodies become heavy 
for them to drag about and lose their wonted 
lightness. 

(c) No; on the contrary, the presence of too 
much fluid in the system of drinkers of bhang 
subjects them to constant attacks of fever and 
other diseases (in malarious and unhealthy tracts. 
Please see also Appendix A on this point, 

(d) The moderate use of the thin liquid prepar¬ 
ation of bhang alleviates thirst, refreshes the 
drinkers and stimulates their appetite in the hot 
season. 

AH classes use the watery preparation of the 
bhang and their numbers have been given in 
paragraphs 24 and 26, I refer to both moderate 
habitual as well as to moderate occasional use of 
the drug, 

42. In the hot season in the Upper Sind dis¬ 
tricts, where the heat is intense and weather dry 
to the extreme degree, the moderate use of the 
light watery preparation of bhang is both benefioial 
and harmless. It acts as a diaphoretic, stimulant, 


diuretic and refrigerent. Its moderate use 
throughout the hot season from the middle of 
March to the middle of October does not in any 
way tend to the engendering of any of the diseases 
and disorders described ia Appendix A. In this 
respect I differ from the conclusions arrived at by 
tbe author of the Makhzan adviyah , as in this 
country in the strong heat and dry climate we find 
natural antidotes for counteracting any ill-effects 
likely to arise from the use of bhang in its liquid 
form. Even in the cold season there is sufficient 
heat and dryness in the climate to counteract to 
a certain extent the evil consequence of using the 
preparation in its light watery form. The effects 
of charas, on the contrary, are most strong, and 
combined with intense heat and dryness of tbe 
climates, its moderate use eveu cannot be 
considered to be harmless. 

43. Yes; they are inoffensive. 

44. (1.) Bhang.— It is refreshing, produces 
moderate degree of intoxication after an hour 
or 60 , allays hunger iu tire commencement, and 
creates appetite, when intoxication comes on. The 
effect lasts from 8 to 6 hours. Its after-effects are 
laziness, heaviness of limbs, flatulence, etc., in the 
cold season. 

( 2 .) Charas. —Is not refreshing, but produces 
intoxication immediately. It does not allay 
hunger, but creates appetite. Its effects last for 
one or two hours only. 

The want of subsequent gratification does pro¬ 
duce longing in habitual consumers of the drug. 

45. The habitual moderate use of light watery 
preparation of bhang in the hot season does not 
produce any noxious effects, physical or mental; 
it does not impair the constitution, injure diges. 
tion or cause loss of appetite, produce dysentery, 
bronchitis or asthma. But the moderate use of 
charas does produce noxious effects, physical, 
mental and moral. It impairs the constitution, 
specially the brains, on account of its hot and dry 
effects; it does not injure the digestion or cause 
loss of appetite, as its moderate use does not 
affect the bowels nor does it cause dysentery, bron¬ 
chitis or asthma. Among Mussalmaus the moder¬ 
ate use of bhaug and charas impair the moral 
sense and induce habits of immorality, but not of 
debauchery, Tbe moderate use of charas deadens 
the intellect, but does not produce insanity. Bhang 
does not deaden the intellect or produce insanity 
by its moderate use. 

46. The habitual excessive use of bhang and 
charas produces noxious effects, physical, mental 
and moral. It impairs the constitution, injures 
the digestion, causes loss of appetite, produces 
weakness of lungs, the use of bhang od account 
of its unfavourable properties stated in Appendix 
A, and charas on account of its stroug hot and 
dry effects. It is a common saying that the habi¬ 
tual excessive use of these drugs acts on the human 
system and undermines it the same way as salt 
deteriorates the laud which is impregnated with it, 
It impairs the moral sense, induces laziness, 
habits of immorality, but not of debauchery, as 
their masculine powers are weakened to the lowest 
degree, as is shown in Appendix A. It deadens 
the intellect and produces insanity; but the habi. 
tual excessive use of bhaug alone produces insanity 
very rarely; it is the combined excessive use of 
bhang and ebaras that produce insanity. Being 
not a professional man in medicines, I cannot 
say of what type their use produces the insanity. 

j My impression is that the use produces dementia. 
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I know only of one case of temporary insanity. 
In the year 1880, I was Head Clerk and Head 
Munsbi in the Office of Assistant to Agent, Gover¬ 
nor General in Baluchistan, stationed in Jaeob- 
abad. One Havildar and a number of Police 
sepoys guarded the office and treasure placed in 
it. The Havildar was given to the moderate habit 
of using bhang in its liquid form and smoking 
ebaras. One day when 1 went jto the office I was 
informed that the Havildar had become mad; I 
saw him myself; he was talking incessantly and 
quite incoherently, but was otherwise harmless. 

I learnt that he had been indulging some days 
previously in the excessive use of bhang and charas, 
which had produced the insanity. 

Knowing hot aud dry effects of charas, I 
ordered some sepoys to seize him aud pour over 
his head a few vessels of cold water morning and 
evening, as it was, I think, the month of July or 
August. The process was repeated for two or 
three days and the man became quite sane again. 

47 and 48. Do not know. 

49. The moderate habitual use of any of these 
drugs is not practised as an aphrodisiac by males 
or prostitutes, as its habitual use does not excite 
the sexual powers. It is the occasional moderate 
use of bbang which is used as an aphrodisiac in its 
watery form both by males and females. But 
male persons who wish to enjoy the pleasure of 
sexual intercourse use bhang in its preparations 
of majums. Bhang and majums are used also for 
the cure of spermatorrhoea and cheeking speedy 
emission in sexual intercourse. Charas has no 
such effects. The moderate occasional use of 
bhang and majums is not injurious for these pur¬ 
poses, and does not tend to produce impotence. 
Even their moderate habitual use does not pro¬ 
duce impotence, although it weakens the sexual 
powers. 

50. The excessive occasional use of bhang and 
majums is also practised for the purposes stated 
in paragraph 49, and is not more injurious than 
the use of bhang as an ordinary narcotic. But 
the habitual use of any of these drugs, viz., bhang 
and charas, is certainly injurious, but does not 
produce complete impotence except id persons of 
weak and sickly constitutions and indifferent 
health and who are not in affluent circumstances 
to get substantial things for their food. 

51. No. The moderate use of these drugs has 
no connection with crime in general or with crime 
of any special character. 

52. When out of employment or without means 
excessive habitual consumers of these drugs gene¬ 
rally take to begging. Some proportion of them, 
say, about 5 percent, take to thieving habits also. 
Such persons are well known for their timid and 
cowardly habits, aud seldom engage in the perpe¬ 
tration of serious crimes, such as murders, 
daeoity, robbery, home-breaking, theft in dwell¬ 
ings, etc. 

53. No. No. 

54. No. 

55. Yes. A bowl of thick preparation of bhang 
or t,wo or three strong puffs of charas placed in 
the bowl of hukka with tobacco are said to produce 
complete stupefaction in a person not used to 
these drugs. But criminals invariably add some 
dhatura with bhang before inducing their victims 
to partake of these drugs. 

56. People in affluent circumstances add almonds, 
pepper, coriander seed, musk melon seed, sugar- 
candy and other articles to modify the effects of 

vol. vii. 


hemp whether they use it in moderation or in ex¬ 
cess. But even these admixtures cannot prevent 
the ill-effects of hemp in habitual excessive drinkers 
for a long time. They suffer more or less from 
one or more of the diseases and disorders stated in 
Appendix A. I do not possess any information 
regarding the admixture of dhatura for personal 
consumption, but it is mixed in hemp and ad¬ 
ministered to others in order to do them harm, as 
the administration of dhatura produces temporary 
insanity or stupefaction. 

57, Do not know, as ganja and charas are not 
eaten or drunk in this part of the country. 

68. I consider the present system of excise ad¬ 
ministration working well, and requires no im¬ 
provement, 

69. Requires no answer. 

60. Ganja is not produced in this province. 

61. Charas is not produced in this province ; 
it is imported from Amritsar and Lahore, where 
it is brought from Yarkhand and Afghanistan. 

62. Under the present Abkari Law, Bombay 
Act No. V of 1878, there is no prohibition or re¬ 
striction of any kind for the growth of the hemp 
plant either for manufacture of bhang or for its 
fibre. For the latter purpose solely the plant is 
rarely sown; it is for the production of bhang 
that it is mainly cultivated. Cultivators of hemp 
are at liberty to keep the entire plants within 
their premises without a lieenso, and under sec¬ 
tion 16 of the Act no license is even necessary for 
the sale by a cultivator or owner of any plant 
from which an intoxicating drug is produced, of 
those portions of the plant from which the in¬ 
toxicating drug is manufactured or produced, to a 
person holding a license for tho sale of intoxicat¬ 
ing drugs or to a person licensed under this Act to 
manufacture or to export intoxicating drugs. 
The process of manufacturing bhang being only 
separation of the branches from the stalks of the 
plants in the case of “ ghundis,” and separation 
of leaves, flowers and seeds in the ease of bhang 
“ kuto ” or “ chur,” the cultivator or owner of 
the plants runs very little or no risk in the so- 
called process of manufacture, and its use by him 
personally, in making presents to his friends or 
in carrying on sales to others in outlying villages 
where no licensed shops for its vend exist, and 
persons addicted to its use get their bhang at a 
nominal price. It is the entire absence of any 
prohibition or restriction that leads to smuggling 
and unlimited consumption of the drug. I would 
therefore suggest that the cultivation of hemp 
should be restricted, and not allowed except 
under a license, and its crop should not he reaped 
except in the presence of a village officer, who 
should see that if the plant has been grown for 
its fibre only, the leaves, flowers, and seed are 
separated in his presence and destroyed ; that if 
it has been sewn for the manufacture of bhaDg 
the entire stalks are stacked in a place to which 
the cultivator does not get access except for its 
sale by the permission of the taluka officer, and 
the sale to take place in the presence of the vil¬ 
lage officer. These restrictions will prevent the 
abuses which occur under the provisions of the ex¬ 
isting law. 

63. I have no objection to the present system 
of wholesale or retail vend of ganja, charas or 
bhang. 

64. No. 

65. 1 have no suggestions to offer under this 
head. 

2 n 2 
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68. Ganja is not used in this part of the coun¬ 
try, and I have no suggestions to offer under 
this head. 

67. No. 

68 . There are no houses or shops licensed for 
the sale of these drugs or their preparations where 
they may be consumed on the premises. If such 
shops are licensed and the consumption is allowed 
upon them, the consequences would he mischievous, 
as the shop-keepers for the advantage of effecting 
sales of large quantities of these drugs in order 
to gain large profits would tempt the consumers 
to their habitual excessive use beyond proportion. 

69. The wishos of people are considered, and 
very often consulted before a shop is opened in 
any locality. If people object to the opening of 
a shop in their neighbourhood, their objections 
are considered, and the question decided on its 
merits. 

70. 1 have no facts regarding the importation 
or smuggling of hemp drugs from Native States 
to which I wish to draw attention. Duty is 
really paid in respect to the eharas used in this 
district as it is imported from the Punjab. But 
in respect to bhang, please see remarks under 
paragraph 62. 

Appendix A. 

Description of the bhang or hemp plant as 
given in the Makhzan-Advivah (meaning Trea¬ 
sury of Medicine or Materia Medica in Persian). 

Qanab.—Is an Arabic term, and is said to have 
been derived from the Persian word “ Kanab,” 
It is also called Abaq. In Yunani or Greek it 
is called Wadifurunas •, in Surayaoi or Hebrew, 
Qab Nira; in Roman, Kataney j in Persian, 
Kanab and Bang ; in Hindustani, bhang. 

According to technical phraseology it is 
called, Warqul Khayal (Leaf of thought). 

Juzu Azam—The greatest necessary. 

Hashish--Dried grass. 

Hashishtul Fukra—Grass of the mendicants. 

Nishat-Afza—Enhancer of pleasure. 

Falaktaz—Refresher of the sky. 

Arshi-Numa—Indicator of the Heavens, 

Habatul Masakin — Grain of the poor. 

Shahwat Angez—Exciter of lust. 

Munisul Ilutnum— Soother of griefs. 

Chatri Akhzar—The green crown. 

Zamurud Rang—Having the colour of emerald. 

It is said that ropes and cloth are made from 
the fibre of its stalk, but the wearing of such cloth 
is prohibited, as its use weakens the joints and 
produces debility. Very good paper is manu¬ 
factured from its fibre, and in Kashmor the paper 
made from it equals in fineness the paper manu¬ 
factured from the silk fibre. From the flower, 
deposit of dust and dew or resinous matter, which 
stick and thicken upon the plants, is manufac¬ 
tured eharas which is smoked in the bowl of a 
bukka and produces strong intoxication, specially 
the dew deposit or resinous matter, which the 
more sticking and thick the more effective it is. 

It often happens that on account of its power¬ 
ful intoxicating qualities the eharas kills its 
smokers. 

Its description, —It is a well-known plant, which 
is procurable in most places, like India, Kashmir } 
Bengal, Zang, Home, Persia, Irak, etc. It is 


snid that its preparations stated above are different 
in effects from one another. The preparations of 
the plants grown in Irak and Bengal are weakest 
of all. Some say that the preparations of Persian 
hemp are stronger than those of the bhang of 
Rome, The plants are of three kinds, viz., bari 
(grown in the desert), bustani (grown in the fields), 
jabli (grown in the hills). The bari and jabli 
hemp is stronger than the bustani. The bustani is 
in fact the real “ bhang/' as its fibre can be peeled 
off. The longest height to which the plants 
grow is 5 zara (zara is a measure the length of 
which is from the top of the thumb to the end of 
the little finger, viz., about 7 inches), its stalk is 
hollow inside, its branches are thin which bear from 
5 to 9 leaves only, and mostly, the plants grow 
solitary, are coarse, with colour deep green, its 
flowers are thin, with grey colour, its seedis round, 
and is called Shahdauj, and in Persian Shadana. 
The plants of the bari and jabli are! shorter than 
these of bustani, and their fibres cannot be peeled 
off easily ; if any fibres can be separated, they are 
not serviceable. Their branches resemble those of 
the holly-hook (gulkheru) and have dark colour ; 
their leaves are also like the leaves of the bustani, 
but are coarser than those of bustani j but their 
colour is less dark, with grey colour predomi¬ 
nating. Their flowers are red, their seeds are 
like pepper resembling the black-berry. Their 
root is called Muglias, a medicine used like the 
root of a wild pomegranate plant, Shekh Ibin 
Betar says hemp is of two kinds, viz., bari and 
bustani ; and the third kind called the Indian hemp 
was not seen by him anywhere except in Egypt, 
which is called the gunny plant, is sown in the 
fields and is strong intoxicant j that any quantity 
more than quarter of a tola produces very stroug, 
intoxication, deprives of consciousness and sense, 
produces insanity, and often kills the person using 
it in suchlargre quantities. It is largely used iu 
preparing majum, etc. 

Its nature .—Its leaves possess stimulative pro¬ 
perties which act on the principal organs, viz., 
heart, head and liver, but produoe cold and dryness 
in the third stage of digestion, accompanied by 
slight heat and much flatulence which predominates. 
Its seed produces heat and dryness in the third 
Btage of digestion ; its bark or fibre produces 
cold and flatulence to the extreme degree. Its 
wood is cold and dry to the medium degree. 

Note, —Third stage of digestion means that 
state at which the food or other things enter 
the bowels after leaving the duodenum. 

Its effects and peculiarities .—It is a plant the 
leaves of which being possessed of an admixture of 
stimulative properties, in the commencement pro¬ 
duces cheerfulness, improves the hue of the com¬ 
plexion, and brings on intoxication, in consequence 
of the slight heat and dryness which exist in its 
nature. After the disappearance of the beat and 
dryness on account of the predominant nature of 
the flatulence, the opposite effects follow. Also 
on account of the presence of the heat, its use dims 
the thoughts and intellect, increases thirst, stimu¬ 
lates appetite, and excites lust on account of the 
existence of the slight stimulative effect in it; but 
in the end produces the opposite consequences and 
becomes the cause of gloomy thoughts, dim visiou 
of the eyes, and their weakness, of melancholia,, 
insanity, cowardice, great timidity, dropsy of the 
belly and the like diseases, the loss of masculine 
power, as the use of the hemp exhausts the semen. 
Sweets enhance, whereas sour things lessen, its 
effects. The powdered leaves of the bari hemp 
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are used a e snuff for discharge of matter from the 
head, tbeir liquid as a wash for the destruction of 
lice in the hair of the head, their liquid and oil for 
the cure of pain in the ears and destruction of 
worms in them. Eating its leaves absorbs watery 
substance in the abdomen, produces costiveness, is 
diuretic, checks spermatorrhoea, thickens and 
exhausts semen. The use of its fibre destroys 
masculine heat and exhausts semen. The powder 
made from rotten hemp heals wounds and cuts. 
'The liniment prepared from the roots and leaves of 
the bari hemp is used as a deobstruent for the 
removal of glandular swellings due to heat and 
scrofulous tumours. If its dry leaves half pounded, 
warmed by a little hot water being sprinkled 
over them, are placed upon warmed leaf of a 
fig tree and are then bandaged over testicles, 
they benefit their effusion and swellings. Its 
seeds when eaten remove nausea, disturb wind 
in the abdomen, produce fluids which lessen tem¬ 
perature, bring on costiveness, thicken and exhaust 
semen. Its drink exhausts semen. The natives 
of India, specially mendicants, drink it to a very 
large extent. They are deluded by tbeir fal-e 
notions that its drink increases the ace and 
promotes the power of thought and intellect. 
Many of these classes grind it, dissolve it in 
water, pass the preparation through a piece of 
cloth, and dj'ink a bowl of it evory morning 
and evening. If any one belonging to their 
class appears in their company, he is also offered 
a bowl of the preparation as a matter of 
couttesy; some take dry leaves, parch them a 
little and chew them for a long while. Some mix 
the dry and parched leaves with some other dried 
articles or with gingelly seed or with sugar, make 
a powder, and then eat it. They display great 
cheerfulness and pleasure, as in the commencement 
its effects stimulate their animal powers. They 
eat various kinds of food which thoy feel palatable 
and can digest them. Their bodies become gra¬ 
dually corpulent on account of accumulation of 
flukU and they then get involved in bad diseases 
such as dyspepsia, flatulence, rumbling of the 
intestines, bloatedness, deformity of the com¬ 
plexion and colour of the body, loss of masculine 
power, loss of teeth, bad smell in the mouth, 
laziness, cowardice, immoral thoughts and impru¬ 
dence. They lose their faith in their religion, 
neglect prayers, and draw others also in the vortex 
of their own immoral and degraded principles ; 
some prepare “inajums” from hemp and eat them. 
To prevent its eonstipative or costive effects, hemp 
is sometimes boiled in milk, which is then made 
into curd from which butter is extricated; that 
butter is then used in lieu of hemp. Sometimes 
boiled milk is used in the various preparations. 
If stronger effects are wanted, some ebaras is 
mixed in the ,e majums. ” 

Note. —Majum is prepared in different ways; 
the common kinds of it are—. 

(1) Cakes. 

(2) Electuary, 

In preparing “ majum ” many other medicines 
are used in addition to hemp. 

Appendix B. 

Pbocess op manufacturing ganja, char as, 

MAJUM AND BHANG AND OF PREPARATION OF 

THE DRINK OF BHANG. 

1. Ganja. —When the female bhang plants are 
cut down, the branches with the leaves and seed 
on are separated from the stalks and are buried in 


a pit four or five feet deep. Before consigning 
them to the pit, its bed is coated with goat dung, 
and another lair of the same dung is placed on the 
branches after they are deposited there. The pit 
is then filled in with earth in which the branches 
remain for 15 or 20 days, wherein the leaves and 
the seed gradually pass through a process of pre¬ 
servation. The branches thus preserved are then 
taken out and sold as ganja. The persons who 
use ganja strip off the leaves and the seed from the 
stalks of the branches and crush them well by 
their hands. The crushed mass is then heated on 
a cinder, and made into small lumps or cakes 
which are smoked in the bowl of a native “ hukka ” 
along with tobacco. 

2. Charas .—This is manufactured in two ways: 
(1) the manufacturers of charas put on tight shirts 
made of leather, the outer surface of the shirts is 
greased, and the men then walk to and fro 
amongst the bhang plants, from which they 
receive resinous matter and dust deposited on the 
plants and foliage upon the skins to which they 
adhere easily. There is another method also, and 
it differs from the above method only in one re¬ 
spect, viz., that the persons put out their clothes, 
wear only a strip of cloth round their loins, apply 
oil to their bodies and then walk to and fro in the 
bhang plants. The resinous matter, dust and the 
foliage are then scraped from the skins or the 
bodies, are potmded together and made into lumps 
of charas. This kind of charas is characterized by 
its dark colour and dust-like shape. It is generally 
made in the Native States in India. 

(2) The female plants are cut down when rip 
and let to dry. When they are properly dried, 
they are placed upon blankets or thick cloth on 
which they are well beaten by sticks. The coarse 
foliage and the stalks are separated, and the fine 
portion is gathered and made into cakes or lumps 
of charas in the following manner. A quantity of 
the fine matter is placed in a piece of cloth and 
rolled into a lump or a cake which is then held 
before the fire. When heated, the oil and resinous 
matter in it stirs up and makes the lump soft and 
doughy. It is then removed from the cloth and 
let to dry. This process of making the charas is 
peculiar to Afghanistan, and the charas imported 
from there is well known for its pale green colour. 
It is highly appreciated by the persons given 
to smoking it. 

8, Majum .—It is made in various ways. The 
common method of making it is this. A quantity 
of bhang seed is pounded and mixed with honey 
or soaked sugar. It is eaten by people chiefly for 
the purpose of enhancing the pleasures of sexual 
intercourse and is used either in its soft aud 
doughy state or is made into cakes dried and then 
used. In order to increase its effects various seeds 
and fruits are added to it. To enhance its effects 
oil extracted from bhang is used in the prepara¬ 
tions of the various kinds of majum. 

4. Method of preparing bhang from the plant .— 
The method of preparing bhang ghundiun is this. 
The entire branches are removed from the plants 
and carefully dried and preserved. 

The method of preparing bhang kuto or bhang 
chur is that when the plants are well dried the 
leaves and seed and bunches of leaves and seed 
are picked and mixed together. This mixture of 
leaves and seeds is oalled bhang kuto. 

5. Method of preparing the drink of Hang in 
its liquid form .—The sticks and straw and other 
foreign matter being removed, the leaves and seed 
are put in a mortar of stone or baked earth, aud 
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crushed there with the hand. Some water is then 
poured over it, the drug is then washed three or 
four times until all the dirt passes out of it in 
water, which is put in it afresh every time the 
dirty water is thrown out. It is then very minu¬ 
tely ground with a heavy pestle of wood. When 
it becomes very fine, water is poured in it accord¬ 
ing to the requirements of the drinker. The 
liquid is then passed through a moderately thick 
piece of cloth three or four times until no thick 
particle remains in it. The preparation is then 


drunk in bowls of earth specially made for the 
purpose called “ jumni,” or in any bowl made of 
earth or metal. By habitual excessive consumers 
as many as 10 or even 15 bowls of tbe liquid are 
drunk gradually at one time. An ordinary bowl 
would bold about half a pound of water. Some 
persons prefer it in a thick liquid form, and others 
in its thin watery form according to their taste 
and the amount of intoxication they desire. Thick 
preparation is supposed to be very strong and 
affects the brains. 


6, Evidence of K. B. Mahomed Yakub Sheik Ismail, Deputy Collector and Sub- 

Divisional Magistrate , Sehxoan, Sind. 


61. There is not a large proportion of bad cha¬ 
racters who are habitual moderate consumers of 
bhang, eharas, ganja or any other preparation 
thereof. 

There is no connection of moderate use of 
these drugs with crime in general, or with crime 
of any special character. 

52. With regard to excessive use of these drugs, 
my reply is the same, viz., in the negative, 

58, Excessive indulgence in any of these drugs 
does not incite to unpremediated crime, violent or 
otherwise. I don’t know of any case iu which it 
has led to temporary homicidal frenzy. 

54, Those drugs are not used by criminals to 
fortify themselves to commit a premeditated act 
of violence or other crime. 

General remarks on the above four questions .'— 
The use of these drugs is known to produce a feel¬ 
ing of drowsiness, want of activity and of forti- 
'tude, and it is more likely that even if a habitual 
offender falls into the habit of use of them he will 
take care when going in pursuit of aoy offence 
that he is not under the effect thereof. 

55. It sometimes does occur (though in rare 


oases) that criminals in order to further their 
design induce their victims to partake of bhang 
or administer it without their knowledge in articles 
of food. Ganja and eharas ave hardly ever used 
for such purposes, for there is always a great hesit¬ 
ation to smoke it on the part of a person not 
used to it; and if given without his knowledge to 
a tobacco smoker lie can at once make out the 
difference. It is possible that in the case of a 
man not used to the drug, bhang without mixture 
will induce complete stupefaction. No case has, 
howtver, come before me during my experience of 
fifteen years as a Magistrate, which I may quote to 
illustrate the view expressed by me that criminals 
in order to further their designs administer bhang 
to the victim. I remember there were two cases 
before me, but they did not end in conviction. I 
have come to know of certain cases disposed of by 
other Magistrates, and I regret I have not up to 
date received the information I have asked for, 
and as the time is drawing very close, I will sub¬ 
mit the facts in a supplementary statement. 

The information since received by me did not 
constitute a fit case to he mentioned as au illustra¬ 
tion. 


7. Evidence of "Wadhumal Cha^dibam, Eensioner, late Uuznr Deputy Collector. 

Karachi. 


1. I got tbe information from farmers of the 
drugs, being Treasury Officer iu Upper and Lower 
Sind. 

2. According to my knowledge, bhang and gau ja 
are obtained in India, and eharas is obtained in 
Kelat and Khorassan, but not in India. Ganja is 
not prepared in Sind, but is imported from Marwar 
and Central India. Formerly eharas of two kinds 
was imported in Sind : one was a littleyellow, which 
was knowu as imported from Yarkand, and the 
other black, imported from Bokhara, but since 
the past ten years the latter kind is not obtainable 
in Sind. These definitions may be accepted for 
Sind except as shown above, and these drugs are 
knowu here—bhang, ganja and eharas. Bhang is 
also called subji—meaus green. 

3. Bhang only is grown in Sind, but it is 
nowhere abundant. 

•1. Bhang is knbwn by two names, bhang and 
subji, and they refer to the same plant. 

5. Wild hemp is produced in hills aud nothing 
is known about its growth iu Sind. 

6. I cannot answer this. 

7. (a) No. 


(1) No. 

(c) Yes, 

{d) Yes, for seed only. 

In Upper aud Middle Sind, and to a limited 
extent. 

8. There has been no considerable increase or 
decrease in the cultivation of bhang. 

9. Bhang is cultivated like wheat in cold 
weather. 

10. Ordinary cultivators cultivate bhang, and as 
a rule about an acre or so is cultivated with wheat 
cultivation. 

11. Ganja is never made in Sind. 

12. No. 

13. This does not refer to Sind, where ganja is 
not manufactured. 

14. (a) aud (A) No. 

(c) Yes, to a limited extent. 

15. I cannot answer this. 

16. BhaDg is prepared generally by the people 
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in their houses, but it could be prepared wherever 
it is grown, 

17. These is uo particular class of people by 
which bhang preparation is made. 

18. These drugs do deteriorate within four years 
although kept with oare. Their intoxicating 
properties are lost by dryage. 

19. For smoking only, 

20. Only few people and general!}' mendicants 
and bad characters smoke these. 

21. Fiat ganja is preferred. 

22 . Cliaras imported form Khorasan is used in 
Sind. 

23. No. 

24. Fifty per cent, of the people in Sind drink 
bhang. 

25. There is no perceptible increase or decrease. 

26 and 27. I cannot answer this. 

28. (a) One pie per diem. 

(i) Half anna per diem. 

29. No. 

Yes j I know bhang massala. Some people mix 
sugar, almonds and saffron with bhang. 

30. Generally in company and is confined to 
the male sex and not to any time of life, but it is 
hardly given to children. 

31. Such habit is not easily formed, hut it is 
very difficult to break off. Yes, there is a ten¬ 
dency for the moderate habit being developed into 
the excessive. 

82. The use of all these drugs is generally in. 
jurious. 

33 and 34. I cannot answer this. 

35. («) and (5) No. 

(c) It will be difficult to enforce prohibition, 
and it will occasion serious discontent, but it 
will never amount to any political danger, and I 
do not think it would he followed by recourse to 
other drugs, 

36. No. 

37. Charas-smoking has stronger effect than 
that of ganja. 


38. Not to my knowledge, 

39. Charae and ganja are smoked and are never 
used for drinking, and bhang is drunk. 

49. Bhang is sometimes advised as a cooling 
thing and is also given to horses. 

41. I do not think so. 

42. I do not think so. 

43. Yes. 

44. 1 cannot say. 

45. (a), (£), (c), (d) 1 cannot say. 

( e) It may do so. 

(/) and (y) I cannot say. 

46. I cannot discuss this. 

47 and 48. Not as a rule. 

49 and 50, To some extent I believe. 

51 and 52. 1 believe so. 

53. I do not know. 

54. I do not think so. 

55. I cannot say so. 

56. I do not know. 

57. Not to my knowledge. 

58. I think it is working fairly. 

59. I cannot give reasons, 

60. Ganja is not produced in Sind, 

61. Charas is not produced in Sind. 

62. I do not think so. 

63. I have no objection. 

64. I have no objection, as the present regula¬ 
tions are working very well. 

65. No alteration is needed in my opinion. 

66 and 67. No. 

68. Licensed charas shops for smoking chandu, 
which were really a source of misery, have 
been done away with, but shops for the sale of 
these drugs are in existence, and there is no objec¬ 
tion to their existence. 

69. Yes, the mukhtiarkar always enquires 
from the townspeople before a shop is allowed to 
be opened, and 1 think this is a right course. 

70. No. 


8. Evidence of Mb, C. MacIver, District Superintendent of Police, Karachi. 


2. Yes; charas, bhang, and gauja. 

14. Yes; bhang is. 

51. Most Sindhis take bhang, it is not specially 
consumed by bad characters. None as far as 
I am aware. 

52. Some criminals have been known to take 
bhang four times daily, hut this does not cause 
them to commit crime. 

53. Very rarely. 1 know of only one instance. 


54. I should say not. Most Sindhi criminals 
take bhang, and sometimes before committing 
offences. 

55. In the few cases I remember the offenders 
were chiefly foreigners to Sind, and the victims 
were not completely stupefied. 

56. I know no case in which hemp was mixed 
with other substances. Dhatura is used alone, 

57. I have no personal experience on this point. 


9. Evidence of Rahmatala Khan, Police Inspector, SUkarpur. 


). I make this statement based on the oppor¬ 
tunities of seeing and hearing which I had had in 
police service. 

3. I do not know where the hemp piant grows 
spontaneously, hut the hill plant called akoi is 


said to be grown in Tando Rahimkhan in the 
Karachi district. It is cultivated in abundance 
at Bubak near Sehwan. 

4, It has no different name, but the hill plant is 
called akoi and grows spontaneously. 
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5. The hemp plaut akoi grows in the hills on 
account of the heavy rainfull there and is more 
intoxicating. 

7. The hemp plant is cultivated near Sehwan— 
(e) for use as bhang; 

(d) for seeds to a great extent at Bubak. 

10. No special class cultivates the hemp plant. 
They belong to the same class as other agricultural 
cultivators. 

11. That is a special hemp plant called khasi. 
Ganja is made from it. 

12. No. 

13. No restriction exists, but this practice pre¬ 
vails to a great extent in Hindustan and Punjab, 
hut not in Sind. 

14. The following preparations :— 

(c) The hemp plant is cultivated to a great 
extent in Bubak. Ganja is used in 
Hindustan and the Punjab, and charas 
is imported from Khorasau. 

15. Ganja and charas are smoked. Bhang is 
drunk. It is pounded and drunk. I am not 
aware of the methods of preparing charas and 
ganja. 

16. Bhang is prepared anywhere in houses, 
oiaras (inns) and tikanas (Hindu fakirs’ abodes) 
for drinking purposes. It is prepared wherever 
the hemp plant is grown. But in order to make 
it more intoxicating it is wrapped in a cloth, 
covered with earth, and is heated by the fire; 
after which it is pounded and drunk. But 1 do 
not know of ganja and charas being prepared from 
the wild plant. 

17. A certain portion of all classes of the 
people. 

18. The bhang deteriorates; hut I know 
nothing about ganja and charas. The bhang 
loses its effects by delaying to use it. It de¬ 
teriorates after 12 months. Its effeot is weakened 
by time. 

19. They are used for smokiug only. Their 
smoking is in practice in Sind. 

20. About one-eighth of the people of all 
classes are addicted to it generally in all otaras 
and tikanas. 

21 . I do not kuow. 

22 . Charas is imported from Khorasan. 

23. No. 

24. I do not know if any eat bhang. One- 
fourth of the Musalmans and half of the Hindus 
drink bhang in oiaras, tikanas and madhis (abodes 
of saniasi fakirs). 

25. It is daily increasing. 

26. (a) and ( b ) On an average half. 

(c) Ditto one-eighth. 

(d) Ditto one-tenth. 

27. Both the Hindus and Musalmans are 
found in each class. Habitual moderate con¬ 
sumers mostly resort to tikanas. Owners of 
riding animals, both Hindus and Musalmans, 
and big men, driuk it in order to have relief at 
night. 

(2) Habitual excessive consumers among Hindus 
and Musalmans are those who at first take it as 
a luxury in the prime of their life, or in order to 
derive more pleasure from copulation. Such 
people gradually take increased quantities and do 
fall into excess. 


28. («r) S pies. 

(b) 4 annas, 

29L I do not know what other ingredients are 
mixed, hut dhatura is mixed in two eases— (a) If 
a man is a great drinker and is not sufficiently 
intoxicated by ordinary bhang he mixes dhatura ; 
and ( b) it is mixed to facilitate the commission of 
crime, Dhatura is mixed with bhang and ad¬ 
ministered to others. 

3<>. One tola at the most for a moderate 
consumer, quarter of a seer for an excessive consu¬ 
mer. In company sometimes half a seer and 
sometimes a seer. Its use is confined mostly to 
the male sex. Sometimes boys also fall into the 
habit iu a short time. 

31. The habit is formed by increasing the quan¬ 
tity. 

$2. There is no religious or social custom. But 
some foolish Hindus and Musaimans consider it 
a good custom because of their ignorance. The 
Hindus say that it is the plant of Shiva (god), 
and that it is a religious duty to driuk it. Ignor¬ 
ant Musalmans say—“ Those who drink bhang 
live, but those who do not drink it have their 
lives dependent upon God.” Some of them say 
again that it is not bhang, but it is grass; its 
use is lawful to the lovers of God. But such 
men are mostly excessive consumers. 

S3. It is not. In my opinion it is disgraceful 
to use all these drugs, for they are very injurious. 
I know nothing positive as to its being wor¬ 
shipped, but it is not worshipped here. 

34. It will cause great inconvenience to exces¬ 
sive consumers—one-tenth of Musulmans and one- 
eighth of Hindus in my opinion. 

35. They can be prohibited gradually. It is 
illicitly consumed. It should not be prohibited ‘ 
at once. If it were prohibited at once, it will 
cause discontent among excessive consumers. 
The discontent will not amount to political 
danger. But the people iuterferred with will 
cause great annoyance to public servants. Some 
men have less recourse to alcoholic stimulants. 
But generally they will use other narcotics and 
injurious drugs, suoh as dhatura, etc. 

86. No, 

Note. —I do not know anything. The effects 
of ganja are keener than those of charas. 

37. The effects of ganja are keener than those 
of charas. 

38. I do not know. 

89. No. 

40. It is prescribed and is used in the treatment 
of cattle disease. 

41. I do not know. 

42 and 43. No. 

44. It produces a little intoxication. It is 
refreshiug. It creates appetite. It does not 
allay hunger. Its effects last for four or five hours. 
It produces longing and uneasiness to habitual 
consumers. Iu others it produces irritability, 

45. It produces habits of excess which are in¬ 
jurious. It impairs the beauty and enfeebles the 
constitution. It injures the digestive organs, and 
ultimately causes loss of appetite. It does not 
cause dysentery. It causes asthma. It impairs the 
moral sense by the long use. It produces laziness, 
habits of immorality aud debauchery. It deadens 
the intellect. The consumer will not be complete¬ 
ly insane, but he is close upon insanity. Insanity 



257 


will not leave him as long aa he lives, provided he 
does not renounce the habit. If he makes it a 
habit again insanity will attack him again. The 
following are the symptoms: Irritability, foolish¬ 
ness, and talkativeness. Consumers do not admit 
their insanity. No; but the use of bhang pro¬ 
duces mental anxiety and oares, and on account of 
the weakness of the brain the consumer gets no 
sleep. Thus he falls into excess. 

46. Some persons get iuto habits of excessive 
consumption by using it either when aloue or 
when in company with others. 

47. It is not hereditary, and it does not affect 
the children. 

48. I have given replies above in question 46. 

49. It is used as an aphrodisiac. The use is a 
temporary gratification. The ultimate result is 
that it weakeus the power of copulation, i.e., it 
impairs manly power. It is used by prostitutes 
also. 

50. I have given replies iu question 46. 

51. Bad characters use it moderately. Its 
moderate use has no connection with crime in 



62. The offenders themselves do not use these 
drugs excessively, but they sometimes induce 
others to smoke or drink to excess in order to get 


opportunities of easily committing offences upon 
them. 

56a The excessive use of these drugs incites to 
unpremeditated crime. In 1870, in Mirpurkhas, 
in Hyderabad Zilla, one bhangi (a drinker of 
bhang) committed a murder iu a scuffle about 
plucking berries, 

54. No ; criminals, when intending to commit 
a serious offence, would not themselves UHe any 
intoxicating drug to excess, for intoxication de¬ 
prives one of sense. 

55. Yes; but those persons who are not in the 
habit of taking any lutoxicatiog drug, and who 
are called Sufis, will be completely stupefied if 
they are made to drink bhang or smoke ganja and 
charas to excess. Habitual consumers can only 
he stupefied by bhang mixed with dhatura, etc. 
But ‘ akoi/ the wild bhang, if administered to any 
one, even without admixtures, will bring on stupe¬ 
faction. 

56. In both cases the effects are modified by 
mixing dhatura. In 1891, 31st May, accused 
Sheikhal, Mohmadali and Shah Mahomed adminis¬ 
tered bhang mixed with dhatura to Suehal, who 
was thereby suffocated, so that he died. This 
offence was committed iu Shikarpur. 

57. It is not customary to eat ganja and charas 
in this province. 

68 . There are licensed shops. 


10. Evidence of Rao Bahadur Lakshmansing Matthraji, Police Inspector, 

Hyderabad, Sind. 


1 have passed my life in Sind, and have 
visited many parts of it as a Police Officer. I 
have come in contact with consumers of ganja, 
charas and bhang, and have thus acquired ex¬ 
perience. 

2. These definitions are correct. Bhang is also 
called the humble plant in Sind other names are 
same. 

3. I do not know. It does not grow in this 
province. 

4. (1) bhang, (2) sawai, (3) saee, (4) the humble 
plant, (5) bubkain, (6) sabzi, (7) nangin, (H) sukho. 
All these names refer to the same plant. There is 
another kind which is called akoi which is more 
intoxicating than others and it grows in hills on 
rainfall. It is never used as bhang, for it is 
very intoxicating and brings on unconsciousness. 

5. I do not know. It does not grow in this 
province. 

6 . It does not grow in this province, hence I 
do not know. 

7. Yes. 

(a) and (fi) No. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) Not for fibre, but for seeds. 

It can be cultivated anywhere in Sind, bnt.it is 
cultivated in the following places:—Kbibar, Talu- 
ka Hala, Zillah Hyderabad, Bubak, Zillah 
Karachi, 'villages Ghari Mori and Machin and in 
its suburbs, in His Highness the Amir Alimurad’s 
territory and Shikarpur District. I cannot say 
what quantity is produced. 

8 . I cannot say, 

9. This cultivation requires more water and 
more care. The soil should be rich (sweet). It 


should be ploughed deep. Some gay people pre¬ 
pare it in the following ways:—-By makingan in¬ 
cision in the stem of the bhang plant and putting 
opium into it, and by burying a dead snake under 
the plant, by watering it with dhatura water, 
and sometimes with huka water. All these 
means are employed to make the produce more in¬ 
toxicating. But this is done in the ease of a few 
selected trees. 

10 . Mussalmans only—agricultural cultivators 
sometimes cultivate. 

11. The wild plant grows here. 

12 . I do not know. The male plant is extirpat¬ 
ed, otherwise all the plants would become male 
plants. 

13. It is not restricted ; people can cultivate it. 
It can be freely cultivated in all districts, provid¬ 
ed the soil is stlabi, is deeply ploughed, abundant¬ 
ly watered, exposed to free air, aud taken care of 
every time. No. 

14. The localities have been shown under No. 
7 ; I oannot give the exact quantities. 

15. Bhang is not prepared from the wild plant 
in this province. As to the cultivated plaut after 
it has obtained its usual height, it is reaped and 
dried ia shade. The reaped plants are turned, and 
re-turned, to prevent their decay until they are 
dried. Then they are beaten; the stalks, leaves, 
aud seeds are separated, 

, (a) Bhang is not smoked, but ganja-smokers aud 
other poor persons smoke it as follows ;—Ghundi 
bhang is mixed with a little water, and made into 
a small ball. The ball is heated over the fire. 
Tobacco mixed with water is bruised, and water 
pressed out of it. This ball is then mixed with 
the above ball, aud is smoked in pipe. 

(4) Bhang is boiled and made iuto a majum, and 


vol. vii. 
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is then used for eating. Roaming fakirs eat raw 
bhang. 

(c) Dry bhang is soaked in water, washed, pound¬ 
ed, mixed with water, sifted and then drunk. 
Dried or wet bhang covered over with 4 or 5 folds 
of cloth is buried in hot ashes. It is left there for 
about half an hour. Then it is taken out and 
after undergoing the above process is drunk. This 
is called Popo. Bhang is parched on an earthen 
pan, and then drunk as above. 

16. It is not prepared in houses. It can be 
prepared wherever the hemp plant is cultivated. 
The wild plant is not produced here, hence 
nothing can he said. 

17. In this country only Hindus and Mu. 
hammadans, but a larger number of Muhammadans 
use it. 

18. Yes; it deteriorates, i.e., it loses its intoxi¬ 
cating effects. It keeps good for one year, after 
which it gradually deteriorates, Ganja and bhang 
can keep good for two years. As regards charas 
I cannot say how long it will keep good with 
ordinary care. It loses its effect in time. I do 
not think any measures can be adopted to prevent 
deterioration. 

19. They are used only in smoking, and are put 
to no other use. 

20. Hindus and Musalmans about three*fourths 
of them. In otaras, tikanas, madhis, and on shops 
of some bakers. No special places are appointed 
for it. 

21. Flat ganja is preforrcd. No special places 
are appointed. 

22 . No native charas is produced. It is import¬ 
ed from Yarkand. 

23. Bhang is not used in smoking. 

24. No one eats bhang except in exceptional 
cases mentioned under No. 15. It is drunk by 
Musalmans and Hindus, about half of each of the 
classes. 

No special places are appointed, but it is drunk in 
otaras, madhis, tikanas, but these are not specially 
appointed for the purpose. 

25. The use of charas and bhang is increasing, 
for these drugs are liked by people. The Use of 
ganja is decreasing, for it is less intoxicating. 
Charas-smoking produces heart-burning, makes the 
semen thin, and sometimes weakens the manly 
power, produces cough, asthma and dimness of 
eight. The consumers of bhang mostly like it, 
because it creates appetite, and gives prolonged 
pleasure in copulation. The consumers of bhang, 
after drinking it, smoke charas which gives them 
great pleasure and then they are gay and merry. 

26. I cannot say anything about it. 

27. The consumers are chiefly taken from the 
following classes-—, 

Sanyasis, jogis, attendants of prostitutes, otara 
fakirs, shikaris, dheds, moehis and other 
labouring classes. Bad company or deban- 
ohery leads to these habits. 

28. I cannot say. 

29. Nothing is mixed with bhang ip ordinary 
cases, but in exceptional cases the following are 
added Cardamoms, aniseed, succory, almonds, 
nutmegs, mace, saffron, pepper, and coriander, 
sugarcaody or sugar, pistachios. These are mixed 
either for cooling purposes or to get prolonged 
pleasure in copulation. Charas is sometimes 
smoked,mixed with a little opium, and ganja is 
smoked with sandal wood powder mixed with it, so 
that the smoking may produce more intoxication 


and fragrance at the same time. Such a use is not 
confined to any particular class. Any man of 
means can do it. Dhatura is not mixed. The 
maesala is not sold with bhang. If a man wishes 
to mix any ingredients, he can buy them from a 
grocer. 

80. I cannot say. Persons of all ages, young 
or old men or women. Boys above ten years of 
age are in the habit of using them. 

81. The habit is easily formed in bad company. 
If the consumer wishes it, he can break off the 
habit gradually, decreasing the quantity, provided 
he avoids bad company ; otherwise it is very diffi¬ 
cult to break off. There is not a single excessive 
consumer who cannot take care of himself while 
under its influence. 

82. There is no religious custom, but there are 
social customs connected with the drinking of bhang. 
The MusalmanB use it in mahram, on marriages, 
mournings and festivals. The Hindus use it in 
sangats , pangals and on occasions of festivals. 
Its use is considered essential on such occasions. 
The use of bhang on the above occasions is mode¬ 
rate and not excessive. It is probable a habit may 
be formed, but it is not in any way injurious. 

83. The consumers like the use of drugs, but 
its use is not liked by svfis (non-consumers of in¬ 
toxicating drugs). There is no social or religious 
opinion about the practice. In my opinion the 
use of the narcotic in any form is disreputable 1 
The hemp plant is not worshipped in this province. 

34. It would be a serious privation to consumers 
to forego the use of the drug they consume, *, <*., 
he would fall ill, would have no appetite, would 
get no sleep; but if the use is gradually decreased 
it is likely that its use can be foregone altogether. 
I cannot give any idea of the probable numbers 
of each class. 

85. Its use cannot be prohibited. It would be 
illicitly consumed. It would be difficult to enforce 
the prohibition. The prohibition would doubtless 
occasion discontent among the consumers. The 
discontent would not in my opinion amount to 
political danger. Government revenue will suffer. 
The prohibition would not be followed by recourse 
to alcohol, but it is likely that other narcotic drugs 
would be used whioh would be injurious in other 
ways. 

36. Alcohol is not substituted for bhang or 
charas or ganja. 

The intoxicating effects of charas are imme¬ 
diate and heating while those of ganja are not 
immediate and are cooling. 

88 and 89. I cannot say. 

40. Physicians prescribed old bhang in gon¬ 
orrhoea, for free urine, and it proves beneficial.. 
Bhang is prescribed in other diseases too. Bhang 
is used in other medicines also. But as far I 
know, physicians do not prescribe charas or ganja 
in any disease. I cannot say what medicines are 
used in the treatment of cattle diseases. 

41. (a) Only bhang. 

(6) Bhang gives stayiDg-power under severe 
exertion ; charas under exposure ; but charas or 
ganja never alleviate fatigue. 

(c) No. 

( A ) I cannot reply to thiB. 

42. The moderate use of bhang is not injurious, 
for it creates appetite, aids the powers of diges¬ 
tion, is beneficial in gonorrhoea. But even the 
moderATe use of other drugs is not beneficial. 

43. No, it is the humble plant. 
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44. The immediate effect is intoxication. The 
effect of bhang is that it is refreshing. The other 
drugs produce intoxication. The use of any of 
these drugs does not allay hunger. It creates 
appetite. The effect of bhang lasts for five or six 
hours, that of eharas for one hour or two at the 
most, and that of ganja for about au hour. No 
other immediate effects are produced. The want 
of subsequent gratification produces longing to an 
habitual consumer. It produces uneasiness, irri¬ 
tability, loss of appetite, sleeplessness, dysentery 
and restlessness. 

45. (a) The use of eharas alone, particulars of 
which are given under No. 25, produces noxious 
effeots, physical and mental but not moral. 

(6) Nothing else, except the diseases mentioned 
under No. 25. 

(c) No. 

(d) No, but it produces asthma. 

(e) It does not impair the moral sense, produces 
laziness and habits of immorality and debauchery. 

(/) It deadens the intellect, but produces no 
insanity. I cannot give any more account, but 
doctors would be able to do so. 

46. The same as under 45. 

47 and 48. No. 

49. Bhang alone is used as an aphrodisiac. 
Prostitutes use it so. The use of the drug for this 
purpose and its use as an ordinary narcotic pro¬ 
duce the same intoxicating effects and do not 
differ. It does not produce impotence. 

50. The same as under 49. 

51. Yes. No connection. 

52. The same as under 51. 

53. It does not incite to unpromediated crime, 
but it will not be surprising if the consumer him¬ 
self falls a victim to it, I do not know of any 
such case. 

54. Never. 

55. Criminals do so; but if the victim is a man 
not habituated to its use, he will be stupefied. But 
criminals generally mix dhatura or akoi bhang 
with the ordinary bhang, or with eharas, or with 
ganja, and induce their victims to partake of it. 
Complete stupefaction can be induced by the ‘drug 
without admixture, if the victim be a man not 
habituated to its use. 

56. The effects of hemp are modified by mixing 
the stimulating ingredients mentioned under No. 
29, likewise by mixing dhatura or akoi (detailed 
under No. 55) or other narcotic, Dhatura is not 
mixed with bhang for personal consumption. 


57. Ganja and eharas are not eaten or drunk, 
bpt are only smoked. 

58. The system is working well. But the 
hemp cultivators secretly use bhang for personal 
consumption. This requires to be remedied. 

59. The hemp cultivators are bound, to sell 
their bhang to contractors, but frequently they 
reserve a little quantity for their own use. 

60. Ganja is not produced in this province. 

61. Charas is not produced in this province. 

62. The cultivation of the hemp plant should 
not be freely allowed. It should be strictly res¬ 
tricted. Particular plots should be marked out 
where the cultivation should be allowed. It should 
be under the control of the zamiudar and the 
tapedar. 

63 to 66. I cannot say, 

67. I see no objection. 

68 . There are licensed shops, but no houses. I 
can give no further opinion upon it. 

69. Sometimes the consumers, when they meet 
in otaras, madhis or such other places where these 
uarootic drugs are generally taken, consult each 
other, and then subscribe to the purchase of the 
drug. Their wishes should be considered. 

70. It is not necessary to modify the existing 
regulations. Such a drug is not used without the 
duty being paid on it. These accidents are rare, 
but there are sufficient safeguards against them. 
Consumers sometimes use untaxed drugs. 

Note. 

The akoi bhang grows spontaneously in hills, 
and does not grow in this district. Its growth 
depends on rains, and is not taken care of. It is 
called akohi because it grows in hills—koh means 
hill and therefore it should not be called bhang; 
but owing to its strong intoxicating effects the 
consumers call it bhang. It is not used as 
bhang here, nor is there any intention of so using 
it. It is poisonous. It is very intoxicating. 
There is not much difference in the injuries which 
would result from akoi and dhatura. If any one 
wants to do barm to another with intent to com¬ 
mit an offence, be mixes dhatura or akoi in the 
ordinary bhang of this country, or in charas or 
ganja, and induces him to partake of it; and the 
result is that the consumer becomes unconscious, 
and thus an opportunity is afforded for the com¬ 
mittal of offence. 

The note applies to answers given under num¬ 
bers 4 and 55, 


11. Evidence of Muhammad Murid, Police Inspector , Naushahro. 


1 . I have gained my experience in the police 
service. 

8 . I hear the akoi bhang grows spontaneously 
in the hills. 

4. (1) The ordinary Sindhi bhang. 

(2) Akoi, which grows in the bills. 

(3) The two-leafed or khasi bhang, which is 
produced in the Punjab, and from which ganja 
is made. 

5, The consumers of bhang say that bhang 
vol. vii. 


which grows on rainfall in the hills is more intoxi- 
eating. 

7. Hemp plant is cultivated in Bubak taluka, 
Sehwan Khebor taluka, Halla, aud in the Kbair- 
pur State for the production of bhang seeds. 

10. The hemp cultivators do not belong to any 
special class. They are of the same classes as 
other agricultural cultivators. 

14. Only bhang is produced in Bubak, Khebor 
and Khairpur. 

16. Bhang is used in otaras , madhis, and in 
houses. 


2 5 2 



260 


18. The consumers of bhang say that it loses 
its intoxicating effects after twelve months. It 
loses its effects in time. 

19. They are smoked only. 

20. About one-tenth of the Hindus and Mn«al- 
mans of Sind, In tikanas and olaras. 

22. The chains imported from Khorasan is used 
here. 

24. One-fonrth of Hindus and Muhammad¬ 
ans drink bhang. In houses, tikanas and otaras. 
No one eats bhang. 

40. Bluing is prescribed by native doctors for 
those suffering from heat, for free urine, and for 
stopping dysentery and diarrhoea. Mujuru is made 
from bhang seeds. 

43. Nothing to that effect has come to my 
notice. 

61. Yes; b«d characters and gamblers are habi¬ 
tual moderate consumers of these drugs. I do not 
think there is any connection between such a 
moderate use and crime of any general or any 
special character. 


62. Excessive use will produce more intoxica¬ 
tion and more forgetfulness ; hut it appears to 
have no connection with crime. 

53. Yes ; I have heard from police officers that 
indulgence in these drugs sometimes incites to 
unpremeditated crime. Very lately, on the night 
of the 10th November 1893, in the otara of JHir 
Nizar Mahomed, Kowra Khokhar murdered Dodo 
Maohhi. In the investigation it was found that 
they were always quarrelling about opium and 
bhang. Kowra confessed in his statement that 
Dodo used to steal away his money nnd opium, 
and used to give him his urine as bhang drink. 
Hence he killed him with cudgels and sticks. 
It was found out that Kowra used to take bhang, 
oharas, ganja, and opium. 1 have no other per¬ 
sonal experience. 

64. No. 

65. Sufis n 0 t habituated to use bhang or ganja 
or charas, if forced to use them, will doubtless be 
intoxicated, and w j|] grow <] n ]i an( j w jj| be OV0r _ 

takea by sle e p, which will give ample opportunities 
to cnmina] s to commit an offence. 


12. Evidence of Mr. Geo. Judjj, Head Preventive Officer , Karachi. 


1. By constantly coming in contact with people 
who use hemp drugs for a period extending over 
11 yeaTs and from local enquiries. 

2. Yes. 

19. Yes; for smoking purposes only. 

20. Charas mostly by Patlians. Ganja by 
Hindu mendicants. They have no special 
locality. 

21 . The flat kind is smoked here. 

22. Charas from Afghanistan is mostly ap¬ 
preciated. 

28. No. 

27. The poorer classes generally, and the habit 
is brought about by society with persons who 
are habitual consumers. 

28. (a) 20 grains ganja, 10 grains charas, 100 
grains bhang, and each of these respective quan¬ 
tities oan be had for 3 pies. 

(4) 80 to 100 grains ganja. 

40 to 50 „ charas. 

150 to 200 „ bhang. 

The cost being in proportion to the price above 
quoted. 

29. Tobacco is sometimes used with charas and 
ganja. Dhatura is also similarly mixed by very 
hard smokers or when a deeper intoxication is 
sought. There is a preparation of bhang which 
is much used in Sind both by Hindus and 
Muhammadans called thuudai. In this prepara¬ 
tion besides bhang the following ingredients are 
mixed :—Almonds, spice, poppy-seed, black-pepper 
flower of kasni and sugar, This preparation is 
believed to be very cooling. 

30. Both in solitude and in company, and by 
the female sex as well. It is not usually given 
to children except in the case of the preparation 
above referred to. 

31. The habit is not easily formed, and when 
once formed is difficult to give up. There is^a 
tendency for the moderate use of these drugs to 
develop into exoess. 

32. There are none. 

87. Both have intoxicating effects. Ganja, 
however, is more powerful and heating in its effeots. 


89. Smoking is a more injurious form of con¬ 
sumption since the stronger products of the hemp 
plant is used. 

40. Yes. 

4.1. Increases apDetitP. Restorative after severe 
exertion and fatigue. These effects are however 
obtained only by occasional moderate consumers. 

42. 1 do not consider it harmless as a person 
labouring under its effects may be induced to 
commit crimes. 

43. No. They are inclined to he quarrelsome. 

44. It creates appetite and does not allay hunger. 
It is refreshing and leaves no after-effects. Yes. 

45. (a) and (4) Yes. 

( c ) No. 

(<7) and ( e) Yes. 

46. It produces debility, impaired mental 
energy, loss of strength of character and tends to 
insanity. 

47. If it does, it is not perceptible. 

48. It will affect the offspring, causing them to 
be weak in intellect and idiotic. 

49. Yes, by men. Yes, in the course of a short 
time. 

65. Yes. 

70, There is little or no smuggling of hemp 
drugs from Native States. Passengers frequenting 
this from Cuteh ports are sometimes found in 
possession of bhang or ganja, but in all the cases 
which have come under my notice the persons 
were given to the consumption of these drugs, and 
what was found by the Preventive Department 
was either what was over after consumption on 
the voyage or which could not he used on account 
of sea sickness. Such passengers are however 
protected from prosecution under Government 
Resolution No. 8995, dated 4th June 1880, pro- 
vided the quantity is not in excess of ten tolas in 
each case. Except in very stray and exceptional 
cases the consumption of hemp drugs is not pre¬ 
valent amongst the class of sea-faring men who 
frequent this port. 
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13, Evidence of Me. Geo. J. Barker, Abkari Inspector, Karachi. 


1, As an Abkari Inspector visiting and inspect- 
ing the ganja shops during the last eleven years 
or more. 

•2. Yes. Bhang, sahi or subji, ganja, and 
charas. 

3. The wild hemp (».<., bhang) plant is said by 
the ganja contractor to grow at a place called 
Gondrnni in Lus Beyla, bordering on the Karachi 
District. 

4. Known as hohi bhang v 

7, The hemp plant is grown for use as bhang 
in the province, chiefly at Buback and Thatte 
(Karachi District), Khaiber in Hyderabad District 
and in the Shikarpur District. 

8 . These particulars supplied in statistical 
returns to Commissioner in Sind. 

10. Cultivators—no particular class. 

13. Ganja is not grown in Sind. 

14. Bhang only is prepared for sale to the 
licensed contractor. Area under cultivation sup¬ 
plied in statistical returns to Commissioner in 
Sind. 

16. Bhang is prepared by people in their houses 
from the hemp plant wherever grown. 

17. Bhang i3 prepared in Sind. With the 
exception of the bhang prepared (by Sindi 
Muhammadans) for public use in Shaki-khanas as 
described (under question 6*) it is usually pre¬ 
pared by people in their own houses. 

18. They all deteriorate by keeping. The bhang 
and ganja lose their aroma and strength, and the 
charas its resinous properties. They keen good 
with ordinary care for about a year. Notwith¬ 
standing precautions taken, quantities of bhang, 
charas and ganja have to be destroyed by the 
contractor every year. (Ascertained from con- 
tractor and inspection of stocks in Depdt.) 

19. Only for smoking. 

20. Ganja smoked by Purdesees, Cutohees, 
Mawaris, low caste Maharattas, Fakirs of both 
Hindu and Mahamm&dan castes, and Gosaius 
(all over Sind). 

Charas by Patlians, Punjabees, Seedees' 
Beloochees, and other Sindhi Muhammadans, 
Sindhi fakire (ascertained at retail shops and by 
observation of customers). 

21. The flat ganja is only used in Sind, it being 
preferred. 

22. Foreign. Imported from Umritsar, where 
it is said to be brought from Ladak and Yarkand 
‘(in Bokhara), 

28. No j it burns oil too soon if so used. 

24. Bhang is only drunk (not eaten) by Sindhi 
Hindus of all kinds, i.e„ (Bnnias, A mils, etc.) 
Sindhi Muhammadans of all kinds, Fakirs, 
Gosains, etc. 

Looking at the classes who consume bhang in 
Karachi, 1 think more than half the people use 
bhang. 

25. Slightly on increase according to accounts 
of retail shops. Due partly to increase of popu¬ 
lation and to the suppression of the illicit impor¬ 
tation of ganja from Cutch, Lus Beyla and other 
places, and charas by rail from Punjab, 

26. No returns are kept of consumers. Most 
consumers, especially of bhang, are habitual 


moderate. The habitual excessive and occasional 
moderate consumers are a small minority. 

27. (a) Habitual moderate. Sindhi Hindus 
(Banias, Amils, etc.) Sindhi Muhammadans of 
the better class, Pathans, Beloochees, Cutchees, 
Marwnris, Punjabees and some Sidees and low 
caste Maharattas. 

(b) Habitual excessive consumers, Sindi Muham¬ 
madans of the lower classes, fakirs (Hindu and' 
Muhammadan), Gosains and some Seedees. 

(Ascertained by observation and knowledge of 
the habitB of the different classes.) 

28. Habitual moderate— 

Bhang, 1 pie to 8 pies. 

Ganja, 1 pice. 

Charas, 1 pice. 

Habitual excessive— 

Bhang, 2 pice (including massala), 

Ganja, 2 pice to 3 or 4. 

Charas, 2 pice to 3 or 4. 

29. (a) Bhang seed, poppy seed and pepper. 

(b) By well-to-do classes.—Dry roses, aniseed, 
sugarcandy are added sometimes. 

Bhang massala is not sold here. 

80. Bhang consumed much in compaay, but 
sometimes alone. Ganja consumed much in com¬ 
pany, but sometimes alone, Charas moBtly in 
company, especially by habitual excessive consumers. 
Consumption mainly confined to male sex. Although 
sometimes females consume bhang, not usual for 
children to consume any of these drugs. 

31. The habit of oonsuming all these drugs is 
easily formed. In the ease of excessive consumers 
of ganja and oharas, it is somewhat difficult to 
break off the habit, Except there be strong will 
power, there is a tendency for the moderate habit 
of ganja and charas to develop into excessive. 
(Ascertained from close enquiries among numerous 
consumers). 

82. There is no religious custom in regard to 
consumption of tbe*e drugs. At the annual fair 
held at Manora and daily at some of the Hindu 
temples (tikanai), earthen pots, containing a weak 
preparation of bhang, are kept for genera! use. It 
is done as an act of charity. The practice is an 
old one and not likely to lead to the formation of 
the habit. 

33. The consumption of bhang is generally con¬ 
sidered as being innocuous. There is no opinion, 
religious, regarding the practice. Habitual exces¬ 
sive consumers of ganja and charas are termed 
Mowalees or sluggards on account of the lazy 
babits attained by some of these men. There is 
no custom as far as I can ascertain of the wor¬ 
shipping of the plant, but it is held in veneration 
by Hindu Gosaius and Sadbus. 

34. It would be a serious privation for con¬ 
sumers to forego the consumption of the drug they 
use. The reasons are :— 

Especially in the case of bhang, about half the 
population, 1 should say, use it in moderation; to 
those especially who work out of doors, exposed 
to the beat in a Province like Sind, the use of 
bhang is a kind of necessity to enable them to 
bear the heat of the day. 
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Moderate consumers of ganja and charaa (arti¬ 
sans, carpenters, dyers, stone-masons, etc.) would 
feel inconvenience. About one-tbird of the con¬ 
sumers, I should think, were addicted to ganja 
and charas. 

35. It would not, I consider, be feasible to pro¬ 
hibit the use of bhang on account of its universal 
use. 

Ganja could with difficulty be brought under 
control by restricting cultivation and the quantity 
the contractor is allowed to import and sell, and 
gradually reducing the same yearly, and fixing 
the prices (high) at which it would be sold. 

Charas —Being of foreign manufacture could.be 
prohibited, but smuggling i would undoubtedly 
prevail. 

The drug being of small bulk is easly smuggled. 
Prohibition would cause some amount of discon¬ 
tent among consumers, but less if the prohibition 
could be gradually applied. Recourse in case of 
prohibition could be had to other drugs, especially 
by poorer classes. Nothing could be done 
without co-operation of surrounding foreign 
States. 

36. From close enquiries made I find that there 
are very few men who have taken to alcohol after 
leaving ofE the use of drugs. On. account of the 
dearness of liquor it is not likely that recourse 
would be had to it. A pice or two of drugs 
satisfies a man, whereas it would require 3 annas, 
the price of 2 drams of the cheapest liquor, to 
satisfy him. 

37. Charas intoxicates sooner than ganja. It 
heats the system and is therefore better used in 
cold weather. If used in the hot weather, it is 
said to affect the eyes; it also causes a throbbing 
in the temples of the head. If the habit of the 
consumer is to drink water after smoking, it 
loosens the teeth. 

Ganja is cooling in its effects and is used by 
fakirs to suppress the passions. 

38. Flat gauja is used in Sind t the contractor 
states it is stronger than round ganja. 

89. Bhang is only drunk, and ganja and charas 
smoked in the province. , 

41. Bhang is said to be an appetiser and diges¬ 
tive, possesses also carminative and soporific, 
properties. It is generally used by men follow¬ 
ing occupations which do not call for much exer¬ 
tion, such as merchants, brokers, clerks, shop¬ 
keepers, camel-drivers, etc, 

Charas and ganja are said to give staying-power 
under severe exertion, on account of which, and as 
being a cheap intoxicant, they are much used by 
labourers, artisans (carpenters, blacksmiths, stone¬ 
masons, dyers, etc.) I have interrogated many 
men following such avocations, and they say that 
these drugs enable them to undergo severe exer¬ 
tion, and that they partly act as appetisers. It 
might in their case only act as such, but in the 
case of men given to slothful habits, I think it 
would not j as I observed that such men who uee 
ganja and charas have not the healthy look that 
labourers and artisans have. 

( c) Have not heard of them used as a febri¬ 
fuge. 

42. Bhang, I consider, would be harmless to 
men who, using it in moderation, ate well of 
sufficient nourishing food. 

Ganja and charas are only suitable to men 
following callings requiring severe exertion or to 


men of a robust physique : in their case, provided 
they ate well. 

These drugs would be beneficial only as enab¬ 
ling them to undergo exertion. I have come to 
these conclusions by observing the condition of 
the men whom I have interrogated. 

43. Yes. 

44. The effect of the moderate use of these 
drugs on moderate habitual consumers is refresh¬ 
ing. 

Bhang produces slight intoxication, creates 
appetite, cools the system by removing bile, 
produces indisposition for work immediately after 
consumption. Habitual consumers feel the 
want of the drug, but nothing more. Intoxica¬ 
tion lasts 4 to 1 hour. 

Ganja produces intoxication lasting from 1 to 
2 hours, is refreshing to those who ate hard 
workers, such as labourers or artisans (by others 
used as an intoxicant only) j it cools the system, 
but does not create appetite. Little or no after¬ 
effects to those subject to active work and who 
eat well. 

Charas warms the system—intoxication like that 
of ganja, but wearing off sooner, refreshing and 
appetising to hard workers and robust men. Want 
of gratification produces longing. Little or on 
after-effects to hard workers and robust men who 
eat well, 

45. Bhang used moderately is said not to impair 
the constitution, 

Ganja and charas can be used even in moder- 
ation and without apparent injury to constitution 
by men leading an active or labourer's life and who 
oat well. Pathans, Seedees, and others who use 
charas moderately, do not suffer by it, as they 
live well and are of a robust constitution. 

46. Bhang is difficult to use excessively being 
taken in a liquid form and a small quantity of 
the drug being used in its preparation. 

Ganja and charas both thin the vital sap, and 
are apt to produce impotence, especially ganja. 

Charas affects the eye-sight, teeth, and chest 
causing coughing and asthma. 

I have come to the above conclusions from 
questioning closely many habitual consumers, who 
have been smokers all their lives. 

57. Ganja and charas as invariably smoked in 
this province, and not eaten. 

58. I consider it to be working well. 

60 and 61. Ganja is not produced in Sind. 

62. Cultivation might (if necessary) be confined 
to some central part of the province only, so as 
to minimise the possibilities for the removal of the 
drug illicitly. 

63 and 64. No. 

65. Yes. 

66 . Only flat ganja is used here. Contractors 
should be encouraged to use the best ganja so as to 
reduce the temptation to the smuggling of a quan¬ 
tity of ganja superior to that used. 

67. No. 

68 . In Karachi, there are places called Shaki- 
khanas, where bbang only is prepared and sold. 
These have been in existence for very many years 
and have been brought under control, and the 
number of them limited. They are a convenience 
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to those of the poorer classes, travellers, etc., 
coming on business to Karachi and who have 
not the vessels or the time to prepare their drinks 
of bhang. 

69. The numbers of shops are regulated accord¬ 
ing to the demand for them. No new shops are 
opened without the actual necessity for such. 

70. Ganja is sometimes imported illicitly in 
small quantity at a time into Karachi from Cutch 


ports and from Lus Beyla, both foreign States. 
The ganjausedin Lus Beyla and, I think, in Cutch 
also is brought from ranwel, Kolaba district, 
Bombay, on payment of a nominal duty of 8 
annas per maund,,and being told cheap in these 
States it is smuggled across here. 

If these States paid a higher duty aud raised 
the prices of ganja, smuggling could be reduced 
considerably. 


14. Evidence of Rao Bahadur Alumal Trikamdas Bhojwani, Deputy Educa¬ 
tional Inspector, Karachi. 


1. Enquiry from dealers in the drugs and per¬ 
sonal inspection. 

2. The leaves of the hemp plant are locally 
known by the name of bhang or subji, and the 
definition of Dr. Prain may be accepted. 

Neither (1) charas nor (2) ganja are manufac¬ 
tured or grown in the Karachi district, to which 
my experience and knowledge are confined. 
Charas is imported by the Karachi Government 
farmers from Amritsar, which is said to obtain it 
from a place oalled Ladak and from Yarkand. 
The vdgar notion will not endorse the definition 
of charas as given herein. 

Ganja is obtained vii Bombay from Panwel 
and Barei and other places ; and Dr. Plain’s defi¬ 
nition of the drug would appear to corresnond 
with the popular notion, and to be supported by 
the general appearance of the article. 

3. I am not aware of the spontaneous growth 
of the hemp plant in any part of the Karachi 
district. 

4. The hemp plant cultivated for bhang is 
locaily known as bhang, subji, Sivaji buti (Shiva's 
plant). According to colour, bhang is divided 
into Iraki ( brown) and sayc (green). 

5. As regards the wild hemp, the conditions are 
unknown. 

7. (a) and (ft) None. 

(e) and (d) Yes, at Bubak in the Sehwan 
talnka; and 1 believe it used to be cultivated in the 
Tatta taluka about the Calri canal and in the vici¬ 
nity of the Fakirjo gate. 

9. Tho ground intended to be sown with bhang 
is first watered and made soft. It is then fur¬ 
rowed twice over and the seed thrown broadcast. 
The earth is then turned over once more with a 
plough and levelled with a roller. All the fur¬ 
rowing, ploughing, and sowing must be done and 
completed in one aud the same day. W hen the 
seed shoots up to the height of about two inches 
the ground is watered lor the first time and the 
weeding commences. It is usual to separate the 
shoots also from one another to the distance yf a 
span at least, and hence all intervening shoots 
from the seeds thrown broad-cast are rooted out. 
"When the plant grows to the height of a foot and 
a half, or even earlier, and aB soon as its leaves 
spread out and overshade the ground, the weeding; is 
discontinued, and this is generally after the third 
watering. The watering operations continue 
until the white seeds change colour and turn 
blackish or brown. After the plant grows to the 
height of over a foot the ground is well manured 
and then watered over. Before ploughing and 
sowing no manure is, as a rule, put in the ground 
for fear of a white kind of worm which is generated 


in the ground and eats up the 6ap of the plant, 
which consequently dries up. At Bubak it is not 
usual to manure the ground more than twice 
before the plant reaches the height of a foot and 
over. In the majority of cases, however, one 
good manuring at one foot height is held to be 
sufficient for all ordinary purposes, unless greater 
height in the plant and heavier weight in the final 
produce be sought for. When the plant roaches 
the height of about five feet the male plant, which 
is distinguished by its blossom or its small-sized 
pale green flower, is rooted out to provide more 
growing space for the female plant. The male 
plant is held to cause giddiness when used, and 
this is another reason for its extermination as a 
precaution against the mixture of its leaves with 
those of the female plant. 

When ripe, as judged from the changed colour 
of the seed and absence of moisture when pressed, 
the plant is reaped, dried in the field itself, and 
thrashed when dry. The stalks are then separ¬ 
ated from the rest of the produce, which is carried 
away. A part, and a very small part, is winnowed 
in order to separate the blackish seed useful for 
sowing. The whiter seeds and the blackish not 
wanted for future sowing arc left mixed with 
the leaves and the thinner twigs. 

Hemp fibres, or fibres like the hemp fibres, are 
grown from “ sihato,” which is a kind of hemp 
plant also, but locally known as “ sihato ” 
against “ sireen,” which is the local name fov 
the hemp plant proper. Similar fibres are pro¬ 
duced from the leaved " Ak ” plant or “ milk 
bush,” not the thorny “ Ak.” The “ Ak ” and 
the " Bihato ” stalks are soaked in water for two 
or three days, and when sufficiently soft they are 
thrashed, when the outer coating, or the upper¬ 
most thicker skin, is separated from the fibres. 
Such outer covering of the “ sihato ” stalks was, 
and I believe is still, used in the preparation of 
country matches, being so ignitible. 

Hemp fibres are also prepared from the thicker 
part of the stalks of the bhang hemp plant. But 
the bhang plant stalks are usually buried in soft 
wet mud for a few days instead of being soaked 
in water, as in the case of the “ sihato,” the regu¬ 
lar hemp, or the “ Ak.” 

10. At Bubak it is the Hindu Haris who in 
the main cultivate the hemp plant for bhang. 
Elsewhere, too, I believe, it is the Hindus who 
cultivate it. The bulk of the agricultural culti¬ 
vators are Muhammadans. 

13. In the district with which I am convers¬ 
ant the hemp plant is not cultivated for ganja. 

14. Yes. The bhang (c). Extent not known. 
For where, please see answer to question 7 under 
chapter II. 

15. A.—Bhang is smoked by people used to 
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ganja and charas when they are not able to pro¬ 
cure either of the latter drugs. The leaves are 
washed thrice, then wrapped up iu a wet cloth and 
baked in hot ashes. The leaves so prepared are 
mixed with tobacco and smoked. The residue of 
the bhang used for drinking, the ground hemp 
(bhang) called “ jog ” (locally) is smoked in 
place of ganja or charas. 

B. —Bhang is eaten also ; and it is done in two 
ways— 

(a) the leaves are wetted, dried, and then 
pounded. When, ready, the quantity 
so prepared is mixed with a varying 
quantity of sugar, and doses are swal¬ 
lowed with water. 

(J) In the shape of majum, prepared from the 
bhang oil. 

C. —Bhang leaves used for drinking are 
thrashed after reaping, dried and washed thrice 
before grounding aud admixture of essence with 
water. 

16. The question is not very plain ; hut by 
preparation I understand preparation immediately 
before drinking, which is done by people at home. 
But if preparation refer to the earlier stage of the 
article’s collection, then the process is gone 
through in the field. 

17. The cultivators themselves prepare the 
bhang by thrashing, as detailed under question 9. 

IS. Yes. Time affects both its effect and 
flavour. Bhang does not keep beyond two 
years. 

19. For smoking only, so far as my information 
goes. 

20. Ganja is smoked by nearly the whole or 
the greater majority of tho mendicants and clerical 
classes and the labouring classes (particularly the 
Muhammadan labourers in large towns), by the 
Katchis, Bhils and Pardesis. 

The Muhammadan labourers of large cities in 
Sind are said to delight more in smoking ckaras 
thau ganja. 

21. Hound ganja. 

22. Foreign. Please tide answer to question 2, 
paragraphs 2 and 3. 

23. Bhang is used for smoking sometimes along 
with tobacco. Please see answer to question 
No. 16. 

24. Bhang is drunk almost all over the pro¬ 
vince by Hiudus and Muhammadans, 

25. The use of all three drugs would appear to 
he on the increase, as the Karachi Government 
farmer informs me. Association with people 
habituated to the use of the drugs is said to be 
the cause of the increase in the use. 

27. Hindu merchants and traders, including 
shop-keepers and elderly retired Government 
servants and Muhammadans of the artisan class, 
are habitual moderate consumers of bhang, 

People belonging to the mendicant and clerical 
orders (Hindus and Muhammadans) are generally 
habitual excessive consumers. 

29. Gauja and charas are mixed with tobacco 
for the purpose of smoking. Bhang is ordinarily 
drunk unmixed; but to serve as a cooling drink it is 
mixed with the following ingredients :—Kaskhas, 
souf, dhana, black pepper, gidra seed, badrung 
seed, and rose buds. 

For the purpose of lust, the above plus the 
following 

Elachi, kasni, badamis, saffron, milk and sugar* 
candy. 


30. Bhang is in the main drunk by the male 
sex; bnt women, too, in the hotter parts of the 
district have taken to the drinking of bbaug as a 
cooling draught. It is not unusual now for 
ohildren in Karachi town to drink bhang during 
the chalhio or autumn, when it is publicly placed 
out in large earthen pitchers and offered for drink 
to whosoever asks for it by people who think it 
a charitable aot to do so. 

31. The habit of drinking bhang is easily 
formed. It can be broken off as easily. The 
moderate habit does not often fail to develop into 
the excessive. 

32. For one kind of social custom which 
prompts people to encourage the drinking of 
bhang, please see the concluding portion of reply 
to question No 30. 

In Karachi, among the serai Hindu mahajuns, 
and the Hyderabad mahajuns, it is customary to 
offer bhang with one kind of sweetmeat when the 
panchayet is called to arrange for and permit the 
distribution of what is called bhaji,” present to 
each individual member, in connection with the 
celebration of marriage. Religious. - On Sbivaratri 
day it is considered religious to pour over the 
Shiva’s image a little bhang wuter, nnd it is 
considered desirable to drink a little bhang also, 
the bhang being called Shiva’s buti or plant. 

On such occasions, religious or sooial, the use 
is generally temperate and is not oulculated to 
the formation of habit or prove injurious. Of 
course habitual excessive drunkards will indulge 
more largely. 

33. As regards the use of bhang, opinion varies. 
Some consider the moderate use of bhang as 
benefioial j others discourage it altogether. The 
use of ganja and charas are generally regarded as 
very injurious to health as inducing languor and 
lassitude when intoxication ceases. tlease see 
further reply No. 46. 

34. The users of bhang will consider it a great 
hardship to be deprived of the facilities for its 
use. 

Many consider it a neoessary cooling drink and as 
conducive to digestion and encouraging appetite. 

35. I think it will not be easy to stop the use of 
bhang. Forcible prohibition will cause serious 
discontent. Under a weak Government it might 
be fraught with political danger. Bhang con¬ 
sumers are not likely to take to alcoholic stimul¬ 
ants. Ou the contrary, it might be said that the 
use of alcohol has been displaced by the use of 
bhang. But habitual excessive drinkers might 
take to poppy shells instead. 

The use of ganja or charas might be stopped 
without much fear of political danger, though it 
might cause discontent in the beginning. The 
users of ganja aud charas will take to bhang 
smoking instead. 

87. Charas is said to be more intoxicating than 
ganja. 

38, The round ganja is preferred by smokers 
as being more intoxicating th in the other kinds. 

40. Yes; by the Vedanti as well as by the Unani 
school of native doctors bhang is used in the case 
of some kinds of cattle disease. 

41. (a) Bhang is held to be a foqd accessory 
or digestive. 

(i) All the three are said to possess staying- 
power. Moderate use of ganja and oharas is said 
to create appetite. 

(e) Antidotes against cold. 
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{d t Ganja and charas are said to be (a) anti¬ 
dotes 'against flatulency and enlargement of the 
liver. 

44. (a) As regards charas and ganja : intoxica¬ 
tion is followed by refreshing silence immediately 
after the inhalation of smoke, but it is accom¬ 
panied by a sensation of heaviness in the eyes. 
Appetite is created in the case of moderate 
smokers at stated times. The effect lasts for an 
hour or two. 

(6) After-effects, excessive yawning, languor, 
lassitude and thirst. 

Want of gratification produces all the effects 
mentioned above under (S), and diarrhoea and loss 
of appetite. 

As regards bhang: Immediate effect—mild 
refreshing intoxication; creation of appetite and 
desire to eat greasy and sweet things. The 
intoxication lasts for at least two or three hours 
according to the dose. 

Want of gratification produces longing. 

45. In the case of bhang, none. 

In the case of ganja and charas cough, and 
asthma and weakness of vision are produced. 
The semen also is said to be injuriously affected. 

46. If used in moderation, charas and ganja 
produce noxious effects; & priori the habitual 
excessive use would be much more injurious, 


although an excessive smoker of charas informs 
me that it has done him no harm yet. The only 
evil effect mentioned by him is loss of appetite. 

49. Yes, Some use bhang as an aphrodisiac. 
Prostitutes also use it for this purpose. The use 
of ganja and charas tend to produce impotence 
bhang does not. 

56, On Shivaratri day, the bhang prepared for 
offering to Shiva and styled panchralna is ad- 
mixtnred with dhatura seed, and the preparation 
is partaken of by fakirs. 

58. The present system, which confers a mo¬ 
nopoly of sale upon the Government farmer, is 
objeotionable. Adulteration and admixtures are 
not avoidable. Old and deteriorated bhang might 
be mixed with good stuff. Old charas is not un- 
frequently mixed with oil of bhang seed to give 
it freshness. New ganja is similarly mixed with 
old ganja. Such adulterations are said to be 
injurious; but at any rate they are unfair to the 
purchaser, although unavoidable under the present 
system. 

62. Desirable to control it further, so as to 
render the admixture of the produce of the male 
plant, which is said to cause giddiness, impossible 
or difficult. 

69. Local opinion is not consulted. It is very 
desirable to consult it before a shop is allowed to 
be opened in any locality. 


15. Evidence of Brigade-Surgeon-Lieutenant-Colonel G. Bainbridge, Civil 

Surgeon, Karachi. 


1. I have been in Civil Medical employment 
under the Bombay Government for twenty-six 
years, mainly as a Civil Surgeon. I have not an 
exact knowledge of the drugs or of the different 
effects of the use of each form. But I am ac¬ 
quainted with their general properties. 

2. Yes; bhang, charas, ganja. I am not ac¬ 
quainted with the varieties of the latter. 

19. I believe that they are mainly smoked. 

23. I cannot say. 

28. I do not know. 

29. I understand that opium and dhatura are 
exceptionally mixed with hemp drugs. I do not 
know the preparations. 

30. Bhang is openly drunk by many people, 
especially in hot weather and by labourers. It 
is reported as cooling and slightly stimulant when 
taken in a weak infusion. It is mainly used by 
men; and 1 do not know of its consumption by 
women or children. The other drugs are used iu 
more or less solitude and secrecy. 

31. The habit seems to be easily formed. 
Bhang may be used occasionally or at certain 
eeaaous without the development of a habit; those 
who take ganja aud charas are usually habitual 
consumers. The habitual use of all these prepar¬ 
ations seems difficult to break off, and liable to 
become excessive 

32. One or more of the preparations—chiefly 
bhang—are commonly taken by Hindus of several 
castes at certain festivals. As a general rule their 
use appears to be temperate. 

36, 37, 89 and 40. I do not know, 

41. A3 regards occasional use— 

(a) and ( b) Yes. 

(c) and (d) I caunot say. 


42. I doubt whether the moderate habitual use 
of any of the preparations of hemp is harmless. 

44. I believe that the immediate effects of 
moderate use are— 

(1) exhilaration of spirits and of the mental 
faculties; 

(2) increased power of endurance of labour 
and fatigue; 

(3) increase of appetite ; 

(4) more or lessi ntoxication. In this acute 

intoxication the mental state is often at 
first good-humoured, but is more often 
exalted, noisy, boastful or quarrelsome, 
with a tendency to insolence and to reck¬ 
less violence. There is no unsteadiness of 
gait, and but seldom stupor or coma. 
Muscular power seems to be increased; 
but the controlling power of the higher 
centres becomes reduced or abolished. 

(5) sleep; 

(6) the effects are of short duration; 

(7) there are no appreciable after-effects; 

(8) it is not followed by uneasiness or loug. 
ing for repetition in a marked degree. 

45. I have no evidence; but I should say that 
the habitual moderate use of aDy of these drugs 
is harmful, 

46. I have no data which enable me to distin¬ 
guish between moderate and excessive habitual 
use of any of the preparations of this drug, or 
between their respective effects. My remarks 
apply to the use of any of the preparations which, 
I believe, to have similar effects in varying 
degrees. 

It causes emaciation and debility. 


2 o 
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It causes chronic bronchitis and emphysema 
of the lungs, resulting in an asthmatic condition. 

It causes at first hypercemia of the conjunc¬ 
tive, which later assume a dusky or yellowish hue, 
and lividity of the lips and complexion. 

I believe that it impairs the moral sense, 
and induces laziness and immorality. 

It produces insanity, which is at first of a 
maniacal type and temporary, but may become 
permanent and end in dementia. 

The symptoms may certainly be reinduced on 
resumption of the drug. 

I think that the mania differs from the 
ordinary non-toxic type- 

fa) in the absence of fixed delusions; 
fa) the occasional presence of cataleptic 
symptoms. 

fa) or of automatic cerebrospinal action ; 

(d) in the great frequency or early appearance 
of mental and moral degradation. 

The mania due to hemp resembles, I think, 
that of general paralysis of the insane- 

fa) in the absence of fixed delusions; 
fa) the exaltation of ideas. 

But differs from it to the best of my belief- 

fa) in tbC occasional occurrence of cataleptic 
symptoms ; 

(i) in the occurrence of automatic oerebrospinal 
aotion; 

fa) in the absence of paralysis or epilepsy. 

That the insanity is not due to alcohol is, I 
think, proved— 

(а) by the extreme rarity of delirium tremens 

among the insanes of this country or the 
general population, or of tremors or 
other symptoms of chronic alcoholism; 

(б) the infrequency among the insanes of 

visceral lesions attributable to alcohol ; 

fa) the rarity of a history among them of alco¬ 
holic intoxication; 

Id) the frequency of rapid xeoovery in confine¬ 
ment without ill-effects from deprivation 
of all intoxicants; 

fa) the absence of craving for alcohol; 

(/') by the character of the mania which dis¬ 
plays either greater aggressiveness or 
greater moral and mental degradation. It 
is never of a good-humoured form. 

The theory that the insanity of India is 
mainly due to hemp drugs is supported by— 

(a) the known prevalence of their use; 

(S) the statements of patients themselves; 
fa) or of their relatives or friends; 

(d) the absence of other adequate causes; 
fa) the correspondence between some of the 
symptoms and the known effects of acute 
intoxication by the drug. 

The emaciation and debility, chronic bronch¬ 
itis and pulmonary emphysema are commonly 
observed in persons known to have used the drugs 
habitually. I state this from frequent clinical 
observation. 

As instances of automatic action under the 
influence of hemp drugs, I mention the following, 
which I believe were cases of hemp intoxication 

(a) Some years ago when in Bombay my 
coachman drove me daily to and from 


the hospital by the direct road. On one 
occasion without any reason, he went by 
a circuitous route. He was quite unaware 
of his mistake until it was pointed out to 
him, yet had made no other errors in 
driving. He had a vacant, stupid appear¬ 
ance, but no symptoms of alcoholic infcoxi. 
cation, 

(6) Two years ago in Karachi when leaving 
my house one evening in a hired carriage, 
the; eoacbman began driving round the 
compound in a oircle. He was quiet, hut 
evidently intoxicated, though apparently 
not with alcohol. I suggest this also as 
a case of hemp intoxication. 

fa) Extreme intoxication with a cataleptic 
condition. 

Sobha Choitra, mendicant, aged 24-; certificate 
of lunacy, dated 3rd June 1892. When 
admitted into hospital on the 28rd May 
1892, appeared quite insensible, and when 
bis arm was raised, kept it rigidly fixed 
in that position. He struggled and resist¬ 
ed on the use of the stomach pump and 
attempts to give emetics. 

Moderate intoxication. I have observed 
two ‘ Pardesi ’ gardeners in my employment 
when they were clearly in a state of intoxication 
which was not alcoholic -and, in my opinion, was 
due to hemp drugs. The most notable signs were : 
noisy excitement, loquacity, volubility and boast¬ 
fulness, with elated appearance and insolent 
manner; great accession of exaggerated and mis¬ 
directed energy in work, absence of the signs of 
alcoholic intoxication, such as inco-ordination of 
gait and speech and spirituous odour. 

I attach a statement showing the causes 
assigned for the insanity in the cases of 83 luna¬ 
tics sent to the Hyderabad or Colaba Lunatic Asy¬ 
lums from tbe Civil Hospital, Karachi, during the 
past ten years. 

In only 17 of these was the mental alienation 
formally ascribed to the use of hemp drugs. 

In ODly 5 out of these 17 cases, did the 
patient or his relatives acknowledge to indulgence 
in the drugs. In one other {Sobha Choitra above 
mentioned) there was whajt I consider good symp¬ 
tomatic evidence of hemp intoxication, 

In four of the five instances above named, it 
was stated that the patient also used opium or 
alcohol, or both. 

It is; I think, significant that in only 3 of 
these 83 cases was the insanity attributed to alcohol 
alone, and in only 8 others to alcohol, opium' 
and hemp combined. 

I consider it fair to assume that a considerable 
number of the 39 cases under the head “ cause 
unknown ” were due to hemp drugs. But in all 
cases good proof of the indulgence is very difficult 
to obtain; and the cause can often only be 
guessed at from the known habits of tbe classes 
chiefly affected, the absence of other causes and 
the general history and symptoms of the mental 
malady. 

47 to 50, I do not know. 

56 and 57. I do not know. 

In conclusion, I think that it is generally ac¬ 
knowledged that Indian hemp is a very baneful 
drug’; but that there is a waDt of exact informa¬ 
tion regarding the extent and methods of its use 
and as to its effects. 
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Appendix to Dr. Bainbridge's evidence. 


Particulars of Lunatics certified and sent to a Lunatic Asylum from tbe Civil 
Hospital , Karachi , from the tear 1883 to October 1898, 



Number of ca«e». 


fi. | M, Ch. 
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1 Alooholio intemperance . 

2 Indulgence in hemp drugs 

3 Ditto opium 

4 Ditto ganja and opium 

5 Ditto alcohol, hemp 

, and opium. ... 3 

6 Ditto narcotics . 

7 Fanatioism and religious excite¬ 

ment . . . 

8 Mental disappointment . 

9 Climate .... 

10 Congenital .... 

11 Hereditary .... 

12 Cause unknown ... , 



16. Evidence of Brigade-Surgeon-Lieutenant-Colonel J- F. Keith, Superintend - 

ent, Lunatic Asylum, Hyderabad, Sind. 


1. I have been a resident ia Siad for over four¬ 
teen years, aud Superintendent of the Lunatic 
Asylum for over five years. 

2. Yes. They are known in this provinoe as 
bhang, ganja and charns. 

19. Ganja and charas are used only for smok¬ 
ing as far as I can make out in Sind. 

23. Bhang is never used for smoking in Sind 
as far as I know, 

28. Habitual moderate consumers; minimum— 
Bhang—4 tola=»4 anna. 

Ganja— 1 tola = 4 „ 

Charas—4 tolaasf „ 

Habitual moderate consumers : maximum— 
Bhang—1 tola=4 anna. 

Ganja— 4 tola=l „ 

Charas—J tola=tl4 „ 

Habitual excessive consumers : minimum — 
Bhang—2 tolas = 1 anna, 

Ganja— 1 tola = 2 annas. 

Charas—4 tola = 3 „ 

Habitual excessive consumers : maximum— 
Bhang—5 tolas = 24 annas. 

Ganja—2 tolas=4 ,, 

Charas—1 tola=6 „ 

29. Bhang, more especially amongst the poor; 
is ordinarily drunk without any admixture. None 
of the drugs mentioned ( viz ,, dhatura, etc.) are 
ever, to my knowledge, mixed with bhaDg, ganja 
and charas except tobacco, which is always mixed 
with ganja and charas : that is to say, that in the 
preparation of ganja and charas for the chillum, 
tobacco is invariably mixed with them. The ob¬ 
ject of the tobacco being in both cases to keep it 
going for some time, to prevent its rapid consump¬ 
tion, and retard or slow down the narcotic effects, 

rol. vii. 


minimum — 


If a large volume of smoke composed solely of 
ganja or charas is inhaled, the intoxicating effects 
are almost instantaneous; whereas, when mixed 
with tobacco, the narcotic effects are not so rapid 
and violent. 

Bhang massala as sold in the bazaar consists of 
the following ingredientsAniseeds, rose buds, 
kasni, almonds, cardamoms, black pepper, poppy 
seeds and sugar. When privately prepared, milk 
is, as a rule, added. 

30. Reliable statistics cannot be obtained of the 
extent of consumption of any of these drugs either 
in solitude or company. But, speaking generally, 
it is much more or principally practised in com¬ 
pany ; and this for two special reasons: (1) it is 
more economic in company than in solitude; for 
iustanee, the waste in the preparation of bhang 
would be almost as much for one as for a dozen. 
This also bolds good with ganja and charas; 
for in smoking the chillum a person can take 
only one or two long inhalations at a time; 
when he is recovering his breath, the chillum 
circulates amongst the others instead of burning 
away in the meantime. (2) It is much more 
agreeable in company. I have watehed them 
sitting round a fire when the bhang, ganja and 
charas, etc., were in process of preparation, the 
hooka circulating, all kinds of stories being told, 
songs sung and the sircar and respectable people 
generally abused in anticipation of the general 
debauch. This is confirmed generally by the 
following translation usually sung on these 
occasions 

Chillum is the loved of God. 

Every odo must honour it. 

It goes round in company 
As Krishna amongst the milkmaids. 

2 o 2 


































268 


It is confined generally to the male sex. Very 
few respectable persons indulge in ganja and 
charas, or the excessive use of bhang; and I think 
it is not far from, the truth to state that few or no 
respectable Sindhis, women or children, indulge 
in any of these drugs. The period the moderate 
use of bhang is commenced is amongst men 
after 40. 

81. Nobody forms these habits alone. They 
are begun in imitation of the habits of companions 
and are formed with ascending degrees of diffi¬ 
culty. 

The habit of drinking bhang is easily formed, 
as it is not disagreeable, but one must inure one¬ 
self to the habit of ganja, and especially to charas, 
as their fumes are strong and disagreeable, and at 
first it is almost impossible for the novice to in¬ 
hale their fumes into the lungs, especially charas ; 
at first on entering the larynx it produces a 
violent fit of coughing, and even amongst mawa¬ 
lis a full inhalation will sometimes end in a 
paroxysm of coughing. A man with powerful 
lungs will learn the habit sooner, therefore, than 
one with originally delicate lungs ; or than those 
whose lungs aro irritable or are debilitated by 
disease. I know a mawali who cannot on this 
account inhale ganja or charas. As a rule, for a 
healthy man it takes forty days of persistent effort 
to acquire the habit. 

It is the society that is difficult to break off. 
Divorce a man from the society and occupy his 
time with different motives and objects, and the 
habit of meeting his companions and the mere 
craving for the stimulant soon passes away. The 
practice of these habits is formed and continued 
in company, where the spirit of rivalry as to who 
will stand the most of these drugs is always 
present moro or less amongst differently constitut¬ 
ed individuals. 

There is no general tendency of the moderate 
towards tbo excessive use; for all Sindhis use 
bhang in moderate quantities ; but the proportion 
of mawalis to the population would, I should 
think, be a very small one. 

32. Not that I know of. There is a holiday 
called Shivaratri in honour of the marriage of the 
god Shiva on which the Pardeshi and Sindhi Hindu 
fakirs who are his followers use these drugs in 
excessive quantities. But the Hindu population 
in Sindh do not indulge to excess on this day. 
They prepare a ling of Shiva; if they have not 
got one of stone, they make one of clay to which 
they present flowers and wash it with bhang, re¬ 
peating the following prayer : “ Oh God, accept 
this bbang from thy faithful followers," and then 
they drink of the bhang. Those who are smokers 
of ganja and charas (vie., mawalis) indulge always 
to intoxication on this day. 

36. No. But many respectable Hindu Sindhis 
take a glass of brandy or whisky or country liquor 
before supper, from the idea that it exoites their 
appetite, and in imitation of the ruling race, as 
they imitate the cut of their clothes, etc. 

37. The difference is purely of degree and not 
of kind; bhang is the weakest and charas the 
strongest. Charas produces immediate intoxica¬ 
tion and goes off sooner; bhang, on the other hand, 
produces intoxication, but is much slower in its 
action; ganja may be said to be midway between 
the two. 

89, The answer to this question is implied in the 


answers already given. Bhang is used moderately 
to stimulate the appetite and as a cooling 
drink. In a general debauch bhang forms, so to 
speak, the first course, and is drunk to the degree 
of excitement. Ganja forming the second course, 
advances this degree to a state of intoxication. 
Charas forms the “last straw," making them 
either temporarily insensible or raving mad, a 
condition which sometimes, under the continued 
excessive use of these drugs, becomes permanent, 
especially in cases where the nervous system is 
originally week or predisposed from hereditary 
weakness to insanity. 

40. Bhang alone is prescribed in Sind, as a rule, 
to men over 40, as a stimulant to the appetite, 
refreshing drink and gently soporific. The “ Vet." 
here uses the extract with carbonate of ammonia 
and belladonna for cough amongst horses. There 
was a prisoner admitted into the jail with profuse 
salivation ,• the usual remedies had no effect on him. 
He asked me to give him a little bhang; I 
did so and it acted like a charm, curing his 
salivation almost at once, which cure remains 
permanent. 

41. (a) Only bhang is believed to be disgestive 
and refreshing in its moderate use. 

(4) Never. 

(e) and ( d) No. 

42. Here it will be well to define what is meant 
by the moderate use of these drugs. It means in 
all cases in Sind short of intoxication. It is 
difficult with ganja and charas to stop here (short 
of intoxication), as a full inhalation is quite enough 
to cause temporary giddiness in the strongest. No 
respectable Sindhi would ever entertain the idea 
of indulging moderately in ganja and charas. The 
idea prevalent in Sind is that the use of ganja and 
charas “ consumes the body; " it is called “ but jo 
khat " (the body’s house-breaker). 

44. It has been already pointed out that the 
consumption of bhang is habitually used in modera¬ 
tion not approaching to intoxication amongst all 
classes. It is said to be refreshing and as an 
appetiser; it cannot, therefore, allay hunger. As 
an appetiser (which it is generally believed to be) 
it might cause a little more food to be taken than 
necessary, which would tend theoretically to cause 
drowsiness and would, therefore, be considered as 
a soporific. The secondary effects on digestion 
might last therefore a considerable time. There 
is no physiological data concerning the length of 
time bhang remains in the system. The popular 
belief is two or three hours. The gratification is 
more the indulgence of the habit of having 
something at a given time of the day to break 
the monotony of idleness. Ganja and chains pro¬ 
duce very rapid intoxication; but, as has been’ 
pointed out, noDe but mawalis indulge in ganja 
and charas; and they always indulge with a view 
to intoxication. If the old man does not get his 
bhang at the usual time, he feels the longing 
for it produced by habit, and is uneasy and per¬ 
haps fretful if he is disappointed, as he believes 
bis night will be spoiled, fretfulness being a 
means itself of rousing him up, and not the want 
of the bhang. 

45. It has been several times pointed out that 
in Sind the moderate use of bhang, as far as 
effecting the integration or disintegration of. the 
animal tissues is concerned, does neither good nor 
bam. It is merely a sort of pastime for the idle. 
Ganja and charas are always used by mawalis 
with a view to intoxication, which always does 
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harm physically, mentally and morally. A maw - 
ali is a man no one relies on. If he does, he 
will certainly repent his folly. 

To the other questions under this head a gene¬ 
ral negative reply may be given. * 

Mental anxiety or brain disease (the latter 
being a rather vague term) is never treated in 
Sind by resort to bhang, ganja and charas ; it is 
usually liquor, either Native or European, which 
is resorted to as the Hindustani and Persian 
quotations show :— 

Shirab shout pinese hama dookh dard jati 
bain. 

Labalab bekun dam bedam nosh kun. 

Ghumai havdo alim framosh kun. 

46. Physical aspects. —A maw ali is never, as 
a rule, a stout well-to-do-lookiug individual; on 
the contrary, he is a person of a lean, skiuny, 
wrinkled, mangy, nervous appearance. In Sind 
when respectable men meet, they embrace and ask 
one another are you getting stout, fat, strong, 
healthy, and content? The maw ali is just the 
opposite of all these qualities; although his lin¬ 
gual expressions are the same, to him they can 
have no meaning. This wrinkled or dried-up 
state of the constitution ^hows that nutrition is 
profoundly changed. This arises from the ex¬ 
cessive metabolism of the nervous elements from 
constant stimulation. To a healthy man engaged 
in the struggle of existence the daily disturbances 
to his nervous system arising from his environ¬ 
ment are usually sufficient to keep up the equili¬ 
brium between assimilation and dis-assimilation; 
but the constitution of the mawali has, in addi¬ 
tion, to sustain the excessive waste that goes on 
from over-stimulation of his nervous system by 
hemp drugs. A gradual deterioration, therefore, 
of his nervous system takes place, not only from 
excessive stimulation, but from want of sleep; 
for he rarely sleeps unless during the influence of 
intoxication, which lasts from two to three hours. 
The primary effect on the nervous system would 
be accompanied by a corresponding deterioration 
of the muscular system associated by an impair¬ 
ment of the assimilative power of the cellular 
elements of the nervous and muscular tissues, 
and also of the glandular elements. The general 
normal expenditure being thus reduced, appetite 
would be impaired, and dysentery or any other 
disease might arise from exhaustion. Bronchitis 
and asthma might arise from the irritation to which 
the bronchial tubes are continually exposed from 
the inhalation of the drug. Laziness would be 
the consequence, therefore, of the general dyscra- 
sia just described. 

From what has been above mentioned, and 
from the fact that mental and moral phenomena 
are now believed by recent authorities on the 
subject to be subjective states, produced by the 
action of external incident forces upon the 
cerebrospinal nervous system, the inner or sub¬ 
jective sides of objective phenomena corresponding 
to co-existences, and sequences in space and time j 
then, a priori, deterioration of the nervous system 
would necessarily produce alterations in the de¬ 
grees of intensity in the manifestations of mental 
and moral phenomena generally, congruous with 
that mentioned above as manifested by the physi¬ 
ological deterioration of general nutrition char¬ 
acteristic 6f the mawali, whose morals are, as a 
rule, as mangy as his appearance. It may be said 
to impair, while it also excites, the intellect ac¬ 
cording to the degree of administration and stage 
of the periodic action of the drug; but the general 


result is, not so much a weakening of the ac¬ 
uteness of the intellect, as a general immor¬ 
ality and debauchery; and it is astonishing how 
long these people will go on living on the borders 
of crime, and contrive to keep clear of the Magis¬ 
trate and the police. But the general result is, 
generally speaking, the Jail or the Lunatic Asy- 
lum, or early cremation, or an early grave. 

In cases before the Commission, it has formed, 
as a rule, the exciting cause. In the history of 
the admissions into the asylum for the year 1892, 
it will be seen that the excessive indulgence in 
the use of hemp drugs formed the exciting causes, 
for no hereditary insanity could be traced in any 
of the eases which Mr. Thattumal and I ex¬ 
amined. 

The type may be generally classified as mania, 
and as characterised by an exaltation or liveliness 
of manner, and a restlessness as would be seen in 
one in a state of semi-intoxication, accompanied 
by incoherence, want of the power of co-ordination 
of the relations of the ideas of space or time, or 
of the relations of the various memories developed 
by the visual, tactual and acoustic sensations ; 
impairment or the complete loss of the sense of 
shame (a good indicator of the moral state) 
manifested by walking about naked; defecating 
and micturating whenever and wherever nature 
prompts them; and talking to some imaginary 
individual or muttering to themselves, and having 
a quiet laugh or chuckle when alone. This is a 
summary of the general features of the type of 
the cases admitted in 1892, and from observing 
mawalis going through the various stages of in¬ 
toxication till unconsciousness and sleep supervene, 
I could not, somohow, help thinking that in cases 
produced by the excessive use of hemp drugs, the 
type of insanity and its modifications simulated or 
were to a certain extent identical with the latter 
stages of intoxication in the mawali . The clus¬ 
ter of symptoms accompanying the various stages 
of intoxication are not ,to be traced as co-exis¬ 
ting permanently in the same individual, although 
they may appear during the time insanity lasts, 
but in a number of lunatics. 

A short analysis of the cases before the Com¬ 
mission will show the grounds on which this 
parallelism baB been traced. As a preamble, it 
may be remarked that the co-ordination of the 
ideational centres—visual, tactual, acoustic—-and 
the intelligent expression of ideas in articulate 
language form the highest effort which a human 
being is capable of. During the period of intoxi¬ 
cation," when the ganja is circulating amongst a 
circle of mawalis, one would think that all their 
wits were leaving them, crowded out as it were by 
over-stimulation; and it is astonishing how infec¬ 
tious this hilarity and outflow of wit and nonsense 
become to the calm observer. But as intoxication 
proceeds, or when the equilibrium between waste 
and repair is suspended by the slow poisoning of 
the blood circulating round the grey matter of the 
convolutions of the brain ; when semiptosis and 
partial congestion of the conjunctiva take place, 
co-ordination of the ideas begins to fail with 
articulate language. The month seems drier, more 
effort is required to beep up the excitement; the 
voice becomes huskier; more lung pressure is 
necessary; the period of co-ordination is past; a 
sort of amnesia supervenes; language becomes 
automatic ribaldry and slang. When the cbaras 
begins to circulate, they do not auy longer all speak 
together, some are silent and have had enough, 
and more than they are able to carry; others con¬ 
tinue till ultimately silence and sleep supervene; 
their state is temporarily similar to an animal 



with its hemispheres removed. Sarandas Anandas 
may be taken as an example of the exalted inco¬ 
herent period. When he was last admitted into 
the asylum, he went on during his examination in 
the most extraordinary way, until the veins of his 
neck were swollen, his face blue, and his mouth 
dry from the pressure on his lungs, uttering a 
perfect Babel of automatic phrases in the shape 
of prayers, denunciations, and threats; frowning, 
laughing, crying, and going through all the varied 
gesticulations, and intonations almost in the same 
breath in a perfect whirlwind of incoherence and 
inco-ordiuatiou of ideas. Now he is quite sane. 

Soba, No. 5, may be taken as an example of the 
other extreme of the period of aphasia, or perhaps 
a better diagnosis would be amnesia. When he 
was admitted into the asylum, he could not speak 
a word of any known language. On the 1st 
October 1898, on his examination, it was found 
that he could now speak Hindustani. But he 
had no ideas of space or time. With difficulty he 
said he came from Madanpur, and he knew how to 
prepare ganja and smoke it; but beyond a few 
automatic answers to every-day questions, his mind 
is a complete blank. Perfeot destruction of brain 
tissue could not have more effectually rettooved all 
traces of the education, ideas and language con¬ 
structed by a life-time of human intercourse. He 
may he said to be in the permanent position of the 
ttiawali who has figuratively fallen “ beside his 
chair.” It need scarcely be mentioned that 
between these two extremes there is every grada¬ 
tion depending upon the age, the physical, mental 
and moral characteristics of the individual, and 
the length of time and extent of indulgence in the 
habit. 

This parallelism kept for some time possession 
of my mind until Makka, wife of Fazul, a young 
woman about 18, was admitted on the 12th June 
1893. The police took her husband away from 
her, charged him with theft, and he was impri¬ 
soned for 12 months. This so preyed upon her 
mind that she lost her reason; and she was sent to 
the lunatic asylum. On her admission she 
behaved exactly like those suffering from insanity 
from the excessive use of hemp drugs. No abso¬ 
lute diagnostic feature could be shown from the 
most careful examination of her symptoms as indi¬ 
cating a difference between the two types of 
insanity but the history of the cause. But it may 
also assume the morose melancholic type as in 
Metho, No. 6. 

The indulgence in hemp drugs may be said 
to be both tomporary or permanent. Jehangir 
alias Parasbram may be cited as an example of 
the permanent effect of the drug on the brain. 
Mattadin, No. 8, and Bux Ali, No. 10, may be 
shown as having suffered from its temporary ef¬ 
fects. The symptoms may be re-induced after 
liberation from restraint, as in the case of Metho, 
No. 6, or Sarandas Anandas, who has been four 
times in the asylum suffering from the effects of 
hemp drugs. 

There are no typical symptoms. Although 
I have tried to draw a parallel between intoxica¬ 
tion in the sane and insanity produced by hemp 
drugs, I do not think there is a great difference 
between intbxication produced by the latter and 
wine or spirituouB liquors drunk to excess. More¬ 
over, anything which would injuriously affect the 
grey matter of the convclutious of the brain in 
a similar way (such as grief, loss of honour or pro¬ 
perty, or fear; or ureemia, sapticeemia, etc.) 
would, a priori, produce like results. 

In sanes who have no recorded ganja history 


confess to the use of the drag if they know what 
they are talking about. 

Persons deficient in self-control 'through weak¬ 
ened intellect, no matter from what cause, espe¬ 
cially if they have no friends to keep them 
straight, as a rule, gravitate towards the oompany 
of the idle and vicious, via., the mawalis. 

47. No. 

48. The idle and the vicious gravitate towards 
the society of mawalis, and they are the dregs 
of society, the lowest classes in physical, mental, 
and consequently in moral development; the 
idea, therefore, that these people would have high¬ 
ly developed offspring is incongruous. They pro¬ 
pagate, on the contrary, recruits for our jails and 
lunatic assylums—institutions which the evolution 
of altruistic ideas has now rendered indispensable. 

49. Yes; I do not think that many Sindhis 
(not mawali) use this drag to the degree of in¬ 
toxication with this view. I am constantly being 
asked by Sindhis for strengthening medicine; and 
I have known Sindhis come long distances with 
the view of obtaining medicine to rejuvenate their 
sexual energies. The inference is that if bhang, 
ganja and eharfts were used moderately for this 
purpose, there is no general belief in its efficacy. 
I have answered the latter question in discussing 
question No. 46. There is no reliable data; there 
is only the popular idea, and that is, that it makes 
one impotent. 

50. Bhang is used by men as it is supposed to 
have an aphrodisiac tendency, believing that it 
both excites and prolongs the act. Ganja and 
chares, on the other hand, is believed to excite, 
but to shorten the act. But this is only the po¬ 
pular idea. There is to my knowledge no scienti¬ 
fic data on this subject. 

56. They decrease the intensity of the drug, 
prolong the duration, and render mellow its effect 
both in moderation and in excess. Dhatura, et&, 
are never mixed with hemp drugs in this province 
to any extent. But sight must not be lost of the 
fact that tobacco is all along smoked during the 
preparation of the bhang; and that it is mixed 
with both the gnnja and charas, which are never, 
as a rule, smoked without it. 

57. Ganja and charas are neither eaten nor 
drunk as far as I know. 

In conclusion, it is a fact that more bhang is 
consumed in Shikarpur, Sukkur, etc., than in 
Hyderabad, and in the latter more than in Kara¬ 
chi ; or, generally speaking, more in Upper than 
in Lower Sind, which is a tacit declaration of the 
fact that Upper being hotter than Lower Sind, 
it is more largely used as a refreshing drink. 
The name of the drink of which bhang is the 
principal ingredient is called thadul, from thad 
(cold). (Sec Abkari Report for Bombay Presi¬ 
dency.) 

Revised answer to Question 46 submitted 
by Dr. Keith. 

46. Does the habitual excessive use of any of 
these drugs produce any noxious effects— physi¬ 
cal, mental or moral ? 

Always produces noxious effects*—physical, 
mental and moral, as reference to hemp drugs 
cases admitted in 1892 will show. 

Does it impair the constitution in any way ? 

Yes. 
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Does it injure the digestion or cause loss of 
appetite ? 

"Sfes. 

Does it cause dysentery) bronchitis or asthma ? 

There is no reliable data. Hemp drugs patients 
in this asylum do not seem to suffer more than 
the others from these affections. 

Does it impair the moral sense or induce lazi¬ 
ness or habits of immorality or debauchery ? 

Yes. 

Does it deaden the intellect or produce insanity ? 

Yea 

In cases known to you when it has produced 
insanity, has it appeared to you to be merely the 
exciting as distinguished from the predisposing 
cause of the insanity ? 

The exciting cause. 

If it produces insanity, then of what type, and 
is it temporary or permanent ? 

The types are mania or melancholia, and they 
may be both temporary aud permanent. 

If temporary, may the symptoms be reinduced 
by the use of the drug after liberation from 
restraint ? 1 

Yes. 

Are there any typical symptoms ? 

Not to toxical insanity. 

Do insanes who have no recorded ganja history 
confess to the use of the drug. 

Yes. 

In such cases of the alleged connection between 
insanity and tho use of hemp as are known to 
you, are you of opinion that the use of the drug 
by persons suffering from mental anxiety or brain 
disease to obtain relief has been sufficiently con¬ 
sidered in explaining that connection? And do 
you think there is any evidence to indicate that 
insanity may often tend to indulgence in the use 
of hemp drugs by a person who is deficient in 
self-control through weakened intellect ? 

Answered under 45. 

Yes. 

Give an account under each of these points of 
any cases with which you are acquainted. 

A full account of each case admitted in 1892 
has been supplied. 

Oral evidence. 

Question 1 .—I have been in the service for twenty- 
five years. I have passed fourteen years in Sind, 
and fifteen and a half years in civil employ. I have 
teen five years in charge of the Lunatic Asylum, 
Hyderabad. 1 have had no special experience in 
insanity besides that, except that I was an official 
visitor for five or six years of a lunatic asylum 
which formerly existed at Larkana. I have been 
Superintendent of the Jail at Hyderabad and 
Shikarpur for a total period of eleven years. 

Question 39.—A debauch is begun by drinking 
bhang, and then ganja and charas follow in 
succession. This is the course of an ordinary 
debauch among the mawalis, a name applied to 
habitual drunkards. I have known this to take 
place in Hyderabad, but have no knowledge of it 
elsewhere. Ganja as distinguished from bhang 
and charas is in use in Hyderabad. Some take 
ganja, who cannot stand charas. The debauch 
described above is practised bv the mawalis. In 
my written answers I have been careful to dis¬ 


tinguish their habits from those of respectable 
people who use the drugs. Tobacco forms a run¬ 
ning accompaniment through the whole debauch. 
Some take a small pill of opium before drinking 
the bhang, I have seen my own ghorawala go 
through the courses I have described, and I have 
seen it at the tikanas . There are very few mawa¬ 
lis in Hyderabad. I cannot say how many. 
They are mostly mendicants. The mawalis are a 
well-marked elass by themselves recruited from 
all castes and religions. They are both Hindu 
and Muhammadan, and these two classes do not 
amalgamate. They have fakirs among them 
and bairagis and sadhns, and the bad characters 
make up the complement. Men out of work are 
sometimes mawalis. African Seedees are to be 
found among them in considerable number. Tbe 
mawalis are known all over Sind. They are not 
confined to Hyderabad. Tbe name is a term of 
reproaoh. A man who works hard for a week, 
and then spends his wages in such debauchery as 
I have described, may bo called a mawali. I 
might describe the mawalis as utterly abandoned 
blackguards, I have seen parties of them as large 
as one dozen sitting together. My ghorawala 
is a Bhekh, ». e., a Hindu converted to Muhamma¬ 
danism, and his immediate friends are of ths same 
class. The mawalis have a shabby, ill-conditioned 
look. At the meetings they would sit in a circle 
round a fire if it were cold weather. The chill am 
passes round, and they talk , chatter and laugh, 
and are amusing. After a while they become 
intoxicated, their conversation becomes irrelevant, 
and they all talk together. Some drop off to sleep 
and some stagger away. Co-ordination of the 
lower extremities is partially lost. The symptoms 
are hardly distinguishable from those of alco¬ 
hol. There is in the earlier stages a similar 
exaltation to that caused by alcohol. Tbe state 
of excitement caused l>y alcohol is not distin¬ 
guishable from the same state caused by bhang. 
The remarks found in the asylum case book, 
that people were under the influence of a nar¬ 
cotic, refer to the drowsy, sleepy, wandering 
stage of intoxication, a state of inco-ordination 
of the physical functions. That is what tbe symp¬ 
toms most resemble, and it is the best way I can 
describe them. 

Question 45.— The insanes are brought to 
the hospital by their relations like other pa¬ 
tients, I, as Civil Burgeon, have to collect all 
information necessary for the admission of the 
lunatic to tbe asylum, and I not only fill up 
the certificate, but the whole of the form printed 
on tbe back of the certificate. I get the inform¬ 
ation from the relations and friends. Some 
insanes are brought by the police without any 
relations. In that case the information is got 
from the police. When the police pick up an 
insane in the bazar, they cannot know any¬ 
thing about him, unless they can discover his 
relations in the neighbourhood. Sometimes bai¬ 
ragis and people of that class are brought up 
without any information having been gathered 
about them. In all other oases the relations come 
to the hospital voluntarily with the insane or are 
brought by the police. I think that in the major¬ 
ity of cases I get no information as to cause of 
insanity. The mendicants form tbe great majority 
of cases, and it is difficult to get any information 
about them. The insanes in the asylum may be 
ranged under two classes, tbe majority about 
whom no information can be got, and tbe minority 
about whom I have made enquiry from their 
friends. In the ease of any insaue man about 
whom there is no history, it is impossible to state 
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the cause of insanity. In the majority of cases 
therefore the cause is entered as unknown. The 
only ground, as far as I can remember, on which 
I would enter cause would be the information of 
friends or the statement of the insane after he had 
recovered his wits. If no other cause of insanity 
was given, and the friends told roe that the 
patient consumed hemp, or he himself admitted 
the habit, I should certainly enter hemp as the 
cause. I think it is only the excessive use and 
not the moderate use of hemp which may, and 
often does, cause insanity ; and I have not, as 
Superintendent of the Asylum, hitherto distin¬ 
guished between the moderate and excessive use 
in these enquiries, because that information has 
not been called for, and because for my purposes 
as Civil Surgeon I should accent the statement 
that the hemp was used as implying the excessive 
habit. 

In regard to case No. 7 of the asylum cases of 
1892, after having read question and answer 
No. 4 of the statement of Jutanand, the lunatic's 
father, I should still hold to the view that bhang 
was the cause of insanity, because I should not 
believe that the use was moderate, i.e„ to say, 
having this evidence only and no other history of 
cause, I should be inclined to consider bhang the 
cause. 

In regard to case No. 6 of the asylum cases of 
1892, I see that the evidence collected at the 
recent enquiry is clearly to the effect that the in¬ 
sane did not use the drugs j but in view of the 
fact that in the asylum the insane showed himself 


quite familiar with the mode of preparation of the 
drug, and actually smoked it in my presence, I 
reject the evidence and accept the insane's state¬ 
ment, though he is still a lunatic and clearly in. 
oorrect in his arithmetic in regard to the quanti¬ 
ties of the drug he used to consume, and attri¬ 
bute the case to hemp drugs. 

Hemp-drug insanity is diagnosed from the 
cause. There is no type of such insanity. The 
hemp drug may be the predisposing or exciting 
cause of insanity. I should not be disposed to say 
generally whether the predisposing or the excit¬ 
ing cause was the more important. Heredity is 
the most important predisposing cause. If I had 
the history of heredity and the evidence of tho 
hemp-drug habit, I should record it; and it 
Would appear in my returns as a hemp-drug case. 
Heredity is the predisposing, and hemp drugs the 
exciting, cause in such a case, but hemp drugs 
only would appear in my returns. If I had a 
history of the hemp-drug habit and grief, I should 
record it as a case of toxic insanity. 

In case No. 11 of the asylum cases of 1892, 
regarding which a further enquiry was made, ac¬ 
cepting as true the statement of Ailmal, as record¬ 
ed by me, I should find it difficult to say which of 
the two causes, hemp drugs and grief, was to be 
regarded as the more potent. I should consider 
hemp drugs as the predisposing, and grief as the 
exciting, cause. I should record the case as one 
of toxic insanity. 

When the hemp-drug habit is admitted, I see 
no reason to seek for any other cause. 


17. Evidence of Surgeon-Major W. A. CJorkbky, Civil Surgeon, Sulckur. 


1. Since receipt of this report, I have been con¬ 
versing with and interviewing some of the natives 
who are addicted to the use of these drugs, and my 
evidence is based on what I could gather from them. 


Sugar in the form 1 „ , 

of pattassa. ) for sweetening. 

No preparation known as bhang massala sold in 
these parts. 


2. The definitions of the three plants correspond 
with those enumerated in the margin, viz., bhaug, 
charas, and ganja ; but only one variety of ganja 
seems to te known in this town. 

19. Ganja and charas are used only for smoking 
in this district. At times they are mixed with 
tobacco. 

23. Bhang is never smoked by Sindhis, Tra¬ 
velling fakirs and banias from Hindustan Bmoke 
it, but very rarely. Travellers also occasionally 
chew it and drink water over it. This is done 
only occasionally, when the usual pot and mash 
stick are not available on a journey. 

28. Charas ,—Moderate consumers use about a 
pice worth per diem, whilst excessive consumers 
about an anna’s worth or more. 

Ganja ,—Moderate consumers use about a pice 
worth per diem, while excessive consumers about 
an anna's worth or more. 

Bhang.— -Moderate consumers about one pice 
worth. Excessive consumers about an anna's worth 
daily, the more habitual ones consuming at 
times two annas per diem. 

29. The ingredients mixed with bhang some¬ 
times are— 

Aniseed 
Cinnamon 
Cardamom 
Coriander seed 
and 


30. Charas and ganja are always indulged in 
in company, as a pice worth will sometimes serve 
two or more persons. 

Bhaug is also, as a rule, drunk in company; 
very seldom is it drunk in solitude. Respectable 
women sometimes drink bhang, but not charas or 
ganja. Prostitutes, besides drinking bhang, smoke 
charas. Children do not smoke or drink any of 
these drugs. 

31. If these drugs are indulged in daily, two or 
three weeks are sufficient to form the habit. If 
only occasionally used, the habit becomes grafted 
in one after three or four months, and, the habit 
once formed, is difficult to break off. There is 
said to be a tendency for the moderate to develop 
into the excessive habit in the use of these drugs 
where the consumers can afford to spend the extra 
money. In the case of habitual consumers who 
are poor the same quantity is said to he consumed 
daily, as they cannot afford to increase their daily 
outlay, 

32. In some Muhammadan marriages blian^ is 
served up with sweetened water, especially in the 
summer months. This practice is not essential, 
and the consumption is temperate j neither is this 
custom said to be likely to lead to the formation 
of the habit. On a few Hindu holidays, such as 
the Shiv Ghiri (11th of month) and Chatri (begin¬ 
ning of Hindu year), and on Sundays in Hindu 
temples, bhang is occasionally indulged in, purely 
as a social and not a religious custom, and is in 
no way compulsory. 


^ for cooling; 
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88.. Aleohol is not considered to be now used as 
a substitute for any hemp drug, although it is 
partaken of in winter, as bhang, which is a cooling 
mixture, is reserved for the summer months. 

37. Charas is admitted to be the most injurious 
form in which hemp is consumed, and is said to 
bring on cough. Asthma will prove injurious to 
the lungs. Ganja, which is very rarely used in 
these parts, is said also to give rise to chest affec¬ 
tions ; but its action is much slower than that of 
cbaras. These two drugs are, as a rule, used by 
fakirs in Sind more than by any other class. 

Bhang. —This drug indulged in moderately is 
said to do no harm. It is the general drink 
throughout Sind. Unlike alcohol, its first effect is 
cooling, and later on a sensation of warmth is 
experienced. When smoked by fakirs and jogis, 
as it is sometimes, its effect is more injurious than 
when drunk. It is not supposed to produce in¬ 
sanity. 

40. Bhang is said to be used by hakims for 
piles on account of its cooling properties, for stric¬ 
ture and ulcers. Not used for cattle disease. 

41. Bhang used in moderation is believed to be 
beneficial ns— 

(1) a digestive; 

(2) alleviating fatigue, but only whilst its 
effects last, the reaction being great; 
but again it is believed that a person 
not indulging in these drugs is always 
better off than one addicted to their 
use; 

(3) not used as a febrifuge ; 

(4) as an aphrodisiac. 

42. Yes; harmless to a certain degree, as bhang 
in moderation acts as a digestive and has a cooling 
effect when partaken in the summer months. 

44. The immediate effect of these drugs on a 
consumer is intoxication and a subsequent feeling 
of languor. They do not allay hunger, and only 
create an appetite in old and excessive consumers, 
The effects of charas and ganja are immediate and 
last about two hours, while those of bhang are 
experienced after about half or three-quarters of 
an hour, and last about three hours. There are 


no after-effeots; but the want of subsequent grati¬ 
fication to confirmed drinkers and smokers causes 
depression and a craving for more, which if not 
satisfied creates great uneasiness. 

45. The moderate use of these drugs does not 
produce any immediate noxious effects; but if 
bhang is indulged in for a considerable period, it 
impairs the constitution and produces emaciation. 
At first it acts as a digestive, but afterwards 
impairs it, gives rise to asthma and bronchitis, 
but not dysentery. It induces laziness and habits 
of immorality at first, and when continued for any 
long period, it deadens the intellect, but is never 
said to give rise to insanity. Indulgence in charas 
and ganja is said to impair the sexual organs. 

46. This habitual excessive use has the same 
effect, but in a shorter time and to a more marked 
degree. 

47. Neither the habitual moderate nor excessive 
use of any of these drugs is admitted to be here¬ 
ditary or to affect the issue of consumers; but 
as the use of charas and ganja is said to impair 
the sexual organs, it is reasonable to suppose that 
the issue is to some extent affected. 

49. Prostitutes are said to use all three of 
these drugs in proportion to the extent to which 
they have sunk in depravity. Used by prostitutes 
for inciting pleasurable sensations. Charas is 
the only one of these drugs said to cause impo¬ 
tence. 

56. Admixture of foreign ingredients with 
bhang is said to weaken its intoxicating powers. 
These ingredients are enumerated in answer 29. 

57. Ganja and charas not eaten or drunk in 
Sind. 

In conclusion, of the three drugs, bhang is 
said to be the least harmful, unless regularly 
taken in excess. 

Charas —Is the most injurious; but is not, as 
a rule, used by Hindus of these parts, but fakirs. 

Ganja —-Is not used to any great extent by 
either Hindus or Muhammadans. 

Majvm —Is a sweetmeat composed of sugar and 
bhang, and is sold in these parts, but to a very 
small extent. 


18. Evidence of Assistant Surgeon, Edward Mackenzie, Manora, Karachi, 

Sind. 


1. An acquaintance with natives of India who 
were in the habit of using hemp drugs, extend¬ 
ing over a period of twenty-five years, 

2. Yes. Bhang as bhang, less commonly as 
sabzi and sahi. Cbaras as charas. Ganja as 
ganja. 

19 Yes. Also medicinally to a slight extent 
for cousrhs, asthma, colic, etc., and no doubt forms 
an ingredient, like opium, mixed with spices and 
camphor, of the pills in favour with persons of 
low morals for exciting sexual desires. 

23. No. 

28. (a) Prom quarter to half anna per diem. 

(4) Up to two annas per diem, 

2P, Bhang is sweetened and taken in liquid, 
mixed or unmixed, with spices. Ganja (charas 
less so) is smoked with tobacco. Other admix¬ 
tures are not used in Sind. No, but hemp is sold 
as a sweetmeat under the name of majum. 

80. To a very considerable extent, both in soli¬ 
tude and in company, equally by both sexes in 
vol. vii. 


Sind : in women the elderly, in men the young 
adults, in the former from acquired habit, in the 
latter for immoral purposes. I do not think the 
female sex partake of it to anything like the 
same extent in other parts of India. Hemp is 
not given to children. ' 

81. (a) and (A) Yes. 

(c) Excepting in the case of debauchees, mode¬ 
ration is the rule. 

32, Nil. 

36. Alcohol is not substituted for bhang in a 
person habituated to the use of the latter; but the 
former being at hand and getting into more gene¬ 
ral use, is partaken of more freely than before, 
and in this way would lessen the use of bhang, 
especially in the case of the rising generation, 
many of whom take alcohol to assimilate in habits 
to the European. 

37. All have similar intoxicant efEects, varying 
in intensity, ganja being more powerful and heat- 

2 r 
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ing in its effect than bhang, and charas more so 
than ganja. 

39. As the stronger products of hemp are 
smoked, smoking would seem to be the more in¬ 
jurious form of consumption. Of the effect of 
either towards producing insanity I am not in a 
position to give an opiniou. I believe the effeot 
of drinking or smoking in a person unaccustomed 
to it would be intoxication merging into frenzy. 

40. Hakims have long been in the habit of 
prescribing it for tetanus both in man and cattle. 
It was also in use, as stated before, as an anti- 
spasmodic, also externally as an anodyne. 

41. I do not think so. Those who are in the 
babit of using them put forward the plea that 
they increase the appetite, give staying-power 
under severe exertion or exposure and alleviate 
fatigue. They do not act beneficially in any way, 
not even as a febrifuge or antiperiodic. 

42. I consider the use of hemp cannot be said 
to be harmless. The intoxication produced by it 
in beginners may be of so violent a character as 
to lead the person under its influence to the perpe¬ 
tration of acts of crime. 

44. It is said to be refreshing and does not pro¬ 
duce intoxication. It is said to allay hunger and 
to create appetite. The effect is only transient. 
There are no after-effects. Yes. 

45, (a) Not perceptibly, but the tendency is 
towards an impairment of these faculties. 

(}) and (e) Not perceptibly, 

(<f) No. 

(e) Yes j it does induce to laziness and habits 
of immorality. 

(f) As a cause of permanent insanity lam 
not prepared to express any opinion as I have not 
seen any cases. I Lave met with a few cases of 


frenzy induced by it, which might be classed 
under temporary insanity, but the symptoms passed 
off after prolonged sleep induced by medicines. 
The latter is more probable. 

My opinion is that the habit of using hemp 
preparations is to be reprobated, as it is not bene¬ 
ficial in any way. On the other hand the first 
use of hemp is often accompanied by deeds of vio¬ 
lence and those long addicted to it suffer from im¬ 
pairment of the physical, mental and moral 
powers, and evidence is to be found of its being a 
potent cause of permanent insanity. 

46. Habitual excessive use may impair the 
moral sense and lead to insanity. 

47. Not perceptibly. 

48. The offspring of the habitual excessive con¬ 
sumer might be weak-minded or idiotic. 

49. I believe it is by males. I am not aware 
that prostitutes use it. Used for sexual purpose, 
the babit would be more injurious. Impotence 
might result from it. 

50. As an aphrodisiac the excessive use of 
these drugs would not be resorted to ordinarily. 

56. Not used in the form of an admixture in 
Sind, nor do I think it is a common practice any¬ 
where. Dhatura, for the commission of theft, is 
sometimes mixed with hemp to ensure a viotim 
heing rendered unconscious, and opium is some¬ 
times taken with it as an aphrodisiac, but I have 
never heard of its being mixed with nux vomica, 
botel-ntit or cantharides. Nux vomica may enter 
the bhang driuk of the regular moderate consumer 
on account of its tonic properties. 

57. They are not eaten or drunk in Sind nor 
have I any knowledge of their effect when eaten 
or drunk. I should suppose the effects would be 
much greater, these preparations being more 
active and powerful than those of bhang. 


19. Evidence of Assistant Surgeon, G. M. Dixon, Medical Officer and Superin¬ 
tendent, Nara Jail. 


1. I have been in Sind in charge of this jail for 
upwards oE two years, aud during this period, 
while the jail was in the outlying district of Thai' 
and Parkar and Khadi in Shah Bunder subdivi¬ 
sion, Karachi, I have come in contact with many 
cultivators and free labourers who use bhang (one 
of the products of the Indian hemp plants) in 
moderate doses. After the receipt of an intima¬ 
tion from the Assistant Commissioner in Sind 
selecting me a medical witness to give evidence 
before the Indian Hemp Drugs Commission, I have 
tried to obtain information regarding these drugs 
from some of my subordinates and some of the 
town population. I have also received some in¬ 
formation from some prisoners who have been trans¬ 
ferred to this jail from Karachi, Shikarpur, and 
Hyderabad districts. Such being the cage, the 
information applies mainly to the desert districts 
of Sind. Besides Sind, I have been in other parts 
of the Bombay presidency, tit., some parts of the 
Deccan, Conkan, and North Canara, and I have 
therefore added any information I possess regarding 
these parts of the presidency. 

2. Subzi is the term used by a majority of 
people for the first product. The lower orders 
call it bhang. The high class detest to call it 
bhang, because bhang consumers are called bhangis, 
and a bhangi also means a sweeper, 


Ganja .—All the varieties appear to be sold under 
one name, ganja, 

Charas is the resin which forms the active 
principle of the plant. 

19. Ganja and charas are, as a rule, used for 
smoking only. It is said that ganja and charas 
are eaten by a sect of religions mendicants called 
Aghorees or Aghorpantbees and Nangas. Vide 
answer 57. 

23. Not known. 

28. The question of deciding as to what is the 
average daily allowance per head is a very difficult 
one to deoide, because these drugs are consumed 
as a rule, in company, so that at times it appears 
to so happen that one individual consumes more 
than another, besides a good deal depends upon 
modes of living and the temperament of the con¬ 
sumers. For example, a person who is able to 
provide himself with a good Supply of saccharine 
and fatty food will consume larger quantity than 
those who are not so favourably placed. From 
the enquiries 1 have made the following tables 
have been framed, showing the approximate daily 
allowance per head. The cost is said to vary in 
different districts. For instance, in Umurkote 
Khipro and Sanghar talukas of Thar Parkar die-’ 
tricts subzi sells af 2 seers (4t&s.) per rupee. 
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while in Hyderabad bazar at Rs. 1-4 to Rs. 1-8 per 
eeer (2lfes,). 

1.—Fur habitual moderate consumers. 


Names of the 
drug. 

Average allowance n . a , 

per day, < - oat ' 

Remarks. 

Sabzi ; 

1 to 3 tolas . i to J auna ■ 

tNoTE.—Price 



i varies ac- 


1 

f cording to 
?■ the dis. 


1 

1 triets. 

Ganja . 

4 tola . . 1 to 1£ annas 

\ 

Charas . 

i dram * . £ to 1 anna ' 

2.—’For habitual excessive consumers. 

Nam*g of 
druffl. 

Averagn allowance r . 

per day. l ' 08t - 

Remarks. 

Sabzi . 

6 tolas • . 2 annas . 

( Note.—P rice 



varies in 

Ganja . 

3 tolfts . . 3 to 4 annas 

• different 
districts. 

Charas . 

to 2 drams . 1£ to 2 annas, 

1 


29. Among 1 the high class Hindus, a prepara¬ 
tion called thadal is prepared containing a very 
small quantity o£ subzi admixed with sugarcandy, 
poppy seeds and some spices. The object appears 
to be to make it a pleasant and palatable drink. 
Bhang massala not kno&n. Ganja and chavas 
are always smoked admixed with tobacco, and the 
object appears to be to remove tlie irritative pro¬ 
perties o£ the drug. 

80. The consumption of these drugs is, as a 
rule, practised in company, in a very few instan¬ 
ces in solitude. It is mainly confined to male sex, 
and the habit seems to be acquired about the time 
of puberty. It is not usual for children to con. 
sume any of these drugs. It is possible that 
children seeing their fathers taking subzi, ask 
for some, and the fathers just to satisfy their 
curiosity, give them a little. 

31. The habit of consuming subzi is said to be 
easily formed in many cases. The habit is, 
as a rule, very difficult to break off. It does 
happen at times that moderate habit of taking 
subzi develops into the excessive, especially when 
the consumer gets into some family squabble or 
misfortune. 

32. There does not appear to exist any social 
custom regarding the consumption of any of these 
drugs. Dr. Dytnock, in his Materia Medica, 
says “ that on festive occasions large quantities 
of bhang are consumed by almost all classes of 
Hindus/’ So far as I am informed, it does not 
appear essential for the Hindus to partake of 
these drugs on religious festive occasions. Per¬ 
haps some of the Hindu shastras will be able to 
throw some light on this point. 

36. No reason to think so. 

37. The effects in the case of ganja and charas 
ave about the same; in case of cbaras the intoxi¬ 
cation is brought about sooner than in case of 
ganja. Moderate subzi drinking increases ap¬ 
petite and produces mild intoxicant effect. 

89. The drinking of subzi is less injurious than 
smoking ganja or charas, because the drug has 
to pass through the stomach and the liver before 
entering the general circulation, so that the 
active principle is possibly modified by the gas¬ 
tric and biliary secretions. 

In the case of ganja and charas, combined with 
the nicotine of the tobacco admixed, is absorbed by 
the blood during the process of oxygenation of the 
blood in the lungs and thence conveyed to heart 
and the general circulation. Moderate subzi drink¬ 
ers are as a rule healthy, 
vol, vii. 


40. Subzi is largely used by native tabibs and 
hakims for medicinal purposes as an anodyne 
soporific, astringent and for gonorrhoea and gleet 
and in many uterine affections. Charas smokmg 
is prescribed by some to relieve asthma. Ganja 
smoking is given in tetanus and scorpion bite. 

41. Prom what I have seen of the working 
classes in Sind and from the information I have 
received, I consider that moderate use of subzi (a) 
increases appetite, (£) gives staying-power under 
exertion or exposure, and alleviates fatigue, ( c) acts 
as a febrifuge in malarious tracts. Almost all 
whom I have asked have testified to the moderate 
use of subzi acting as a digestive and giving them 
staying-power under severe exposure and alleviat¬ 
ing fatigue. While this jail was in Thar and 
Parkar district in some malarious places, but very 
few of the surrounding free population came to be 
treated for fevers at this jail hospital, and among 
these men the moderate drinking of subzi was 
prevalent. 

In April and May last, when my camp was at 
Khadi, Barogoza Bund, a malarious and out- 
of-the-way place in Shah Bunder subdivision of 
Karachi district, there were over a thousand free 
labourers working on the Bund, and among them 
there were but a few cases of fever, and no case of 
sunstroke, although they used to work in the sun 
under a temperature varying from 180° to l40°F., 
the temperature in the shade being about 
110°F. Although I was not in direct medical 
charge of these free labourers, still, in order to pro¬ 
tect the general health of my prisoners, I used to 
go about amongst the free labourers to find out if 
there was much sickness or epidemic among them, 
and good many of these free labourers used to take 
moderate quantity of subzi in the day time after 
finishing their work. Khadi is a small village 
containing about 60 fishermen, who havetheir tem¬ 
porary huts at the place during the fishing season. 
These people used to take subzi in moderate doses 
and all appearod to me to be heathy. Sunstroke 
and fever were almost nnknowu among them. 

42. The query doe6 not call for any remark, my 
opinion being as stated above. 

44. The immediate effect of moderate dose of 
subzi is refreshing to the consumer, allays hunger, 
creates appetite, produces slight intoxication. 
These effects pass off in about a couple of hours 
without leaving any bad symptoms behind. 

45. From the enquiries I have made and the 
information obtained, I am of opiuiou that mode¬ 
rate use of subzi does not produce any noxious 
effects, physical, mental or moral. Small doses of 
subzi are said to sharpen memory and vivify imagin¬ 
ation. 

No sufficient data to discuss the question of 
causation of insanity by hemp drugs. So far as I 
have observed, moderate doses of subzi do not lead 
to insanity. 

47. In the sense of the hereditary taint of dis¬ 
eases, suoh as scrofula, phthisis, syphilis, etc., subzi 
habit does not appear to be a hereditary habit, nor in 
any way to affect the children of moderate con¬ 
sumers. Boys when they approach the age of 
puberty and have to work for themselves or assist 
their fathers in earning livelihood, take small doses 
of subzi; the idea being that the boys think that 
the drink taken by their fathers must be produc¬ 
tive of some beuefit. Girls who do household duties 
do not take subzi. 

49. Subzi for aphrodisiaeal purposes is taken in 
form of a sweetmeat called majum, prepared with 

3 r 2 
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milk, ghee, sugar, reduced copper, silver, gold, and 
musk, nux vomica and opium. Not known to be 
so used by prostitutes. 

SO. Excessive use of hemp is said to lead to 
dropsy. 

66. The effects of moderate uses of subzi are 
said to be very salubrious to the general consti¬ 
tution by the cultivators. Dbatura is said to be 
used for to be admixed with hemp by some thugs 
in some parts of Upper India, 

57. Ganja and charas are said to be eaten by 
a sect of religious mendicants called Aghorees or 
Agorpanthees. They are said to live in the 
vicinity of Benares, the holy city of the Hindus, 
and in the Girnar hills in Kathiawar. Some say 
Agborees eat charas prepared in human fat. 
Ganja and charas are also eaten by a sect called 
Nangas, who live somewhere in Cuteh. 

General remarks. —Though hemp is cultivated 
as a cold season annual in many parts of Western 
India, yet as a drug it is chiefly produced in a 
limited area. In North Canara it is but sparing¬ 
ly grown. In the Deccan it is also grown to 
a small extent in rich black soil. It is largely 
grown in Sind. It is sown in June or July, and 
thrives remarkably when watered and manured, 
and is ready for cutting in December. In North 
Canara in the Deccan Concan the fibre of this 
hemp is not extracted for ecouomio purposes. 

Dr. Stocks on the subject of Indian Hemp in 
1848 wrote:—"The plant grows well iu Sind, 
and if it should be found advantageous, politically 
or financially, to grow hemp for its fibre, then 
Sind would be a very proper olimate." 

It is said that in some places hemp plant is 
grown round jowari and bajri cultivations to 
prevent the jowari and bajri plants from being 
attacked by certain insects. It is possible that 
the strong smell of the resin exuding from the 
leaves of the hemp plant may be acting as a ger¬ 
micide. This point requires to be fully enquired 
into. 

One incident occurred during the course of my 
enquiries which has led me to express my opinion 
on the hemp drug question. Happening to come 
across an elderly man, a cultivator, whom I asked 
to give me some information ou the subzi plant, 
the answer I received was to the effect:—" Sir, 
why is the Sirkar going to enquire into the subzi 
plant; let the Sirkar first enquire into the whis¬ 
kies and sodas consumed by sabiblogues,” After 
saying this, the man bidding good-bye to me went 
away. Such a pregnant remark from the lips of 
an illiterate man led me to think seriously about 
the question of comparing the uses and effects of 
subzi versus alcohol, and I have appended a sepa¬ 
rate memo, giving my opinion thereon. 

The Indian hemp drugs problem has to be con¬ 
sidered iu their religious, political, financial and 
medical aspects. The first three lie beyond my 
province, and I will consider the question in a 
medical point of view. In such an important 
matter it is the duty of a physician as a practical 
man to argue the pros and cons of the question 
and give a candid opiuiou on the subject. With 
due deference to the opinion which may be express¬ 
ed by my medical brethren in various parts of 
India, and with due respect to the opinion which 
may be expressed by able and well-experienced 
medical officers of that distinguished body of the 
Indian and Army Medical Service who have done 
eo much to investigate the Materia Medica of 


India, I humbly beg to say that I consider the 
hemp plant to be a very useful one to the labour¬ 
ing classes in Sind, but the use of it has been 
much abused by some religious mendicants. In my 
opinion what porter is said to be to the working 
classes in England, subzi is to the working classes 
m Sind. To the labouring aud cultivating classes 
in Sind who live in villages far away from medical 
aid, it forms a household remedy in fact a mini¬ 
ature dispensary to their families, 

Supposing the hemp plant is an evil, can it he 
suppressed with the stroke of a pen ? If so, what 
will be the sufferings of those who already take it 
in moderate doses, and what means will the State 
take to give them an effective and equally cheap 
substitute for subzi ? If subzi is stopped, they 
might take to alcohol (country liquor), which is 
much dearer and worse than subzi. As to the 
effects of alcohol, I cannot do better than quote the 
following from the Hindoo Patriot :— 

“ Wo have daily—nay hourly—evidence of the 
ravages which the brandy bottle is making 
upon the flower of our society. Wealth, rank, 
honour and character, health and talents have all 
perished in the blighting presence of this huge 
monster. Notwithstanding the improved educa¬ 
tion and resources of our higher classes, it is a 
notorious fact that they can now save very little 
and this new feature of our domestic and social 
economy is in a great measure due to the fell drink 
Graving. Families once flourishing have been re¬ 
duced to absolute pauperism by the wreck brought 
by it.” 

(Page 85 of papers for young men, Madras 
Religious Book Society, S.P.C.K, Vepery, 1889.) 
This was written some four years ago, and it is 
doubtful whether this state of things has improv¬ 
ed since then. 

Has such a graphic picture ever been drawn 

rue Prov. chapter Indian °r English 

XXIII, V. 29-35. newspaper as regards subzi ? 

What do our own Scriptures 
say regarding wine and strong drink? Solomon 
the wisest, about one thousand years before Christ, 
gave an account of the wine bibber, from which it 
will be seen that with every dose of wine there is 
craving for an increased quantity until the 
individual goes into the state of seeking it yet 
again when he awakes, and this remark stands 
good up to this day, 

The abuse of subzi can be checked by legisla¬ 
ture fixing the minimum quantity to be possessed 
by an individual as may be deoided by a general 
consensus of medical opinion in India. 

As regards ganja and charas I think their 
general use should be discouraged by levying 
higher duties on these articles, and the increase in. 
revenue so obtained utilized in establishing dis¬ 
pensaries in out-of-the-way places in Sind wher¬ 
ever considered advisable. 

In conclusion, I beg to say that the information 
has been gathered during the few spare hours in 
the midst of my arduous and responsible duties, 
and during this short time I have attempted to 
obtain as much information as I could, but it is 
not so exhaustive as I would desire. Besides the 
position of a Jail Superintendent, when.appointed 
to get information on such a subject where public 
and State interests are involved, is a very delicate 
one, and his making enquiries into such matters 
is looked upon by some of the public with a certain 
amount of apprehension. 
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Comparative Statement showing the Effects and Medicinal Uses of Snbzi, one of 
the Indian Hemp Drags, and Alcohol {in its various forms). 


Fubzi. 


Alcohol. 


1. Moderate doses act as a 
digestive befme food. 

2. In small doses habitual¬ 
ly taken dues not lead to in¬ 
creased craving desire. 

3. Not known to produce 
abscess of the liver. 

4. Used as a diuretic. 

5. Used for curing gonor¬ 
rhoea and gleet. 

6. Used as an application 
for painful piles. 

7. Used for scorpion bite 

8. Used in various uterine 
affections. 


1. Stimulates appetite in 
moderate doses before food, 

2. Moderate doses habit¬ 
ually taken lead to increased 
craving for alcohol. 

3. In many cases liver ab¬ 
scess can be traced to alcohol. 

4. Acts as a diuretic in large 
doses. 

5. Strictly prohibited in 
gonorrhoea and gleet. 

6. Not so used. 

7. Not so used. 

8. Not so used except as a 
stimulant to support strength 

of the patient. 


Hubzi. 


9. Very little effect 
general tissue change. 

10. There is but little 
citeweut of circulation. 


Alcohol. 


on 9. In small and moderate 
doses lessens and in large 
doses increases tissue change, 
ex- 10. Excites cerebral circu¬ 
lation then begins to paralyse 
various parts of the brain in 
the inverse order of their de¬ 
velopment (Brunton’s Phar¬ 
macology, page 200). 


11. Used in whooping oougli 
and bronchitis. 


11. Not so used. 


12. Used in diarrhoea, dy¬ 
sentery and cholera, 

13. Used as antispasmodic 
in various nervous disorders. 


12. Not so used, except as 
a stimulant to support the 
system. 

13. Not so used. 


20. Evidence of Assistant Surgeon, J. E. Bocarro, Lecturer, Medical School , 

Hyderabad {Sind), 


1. Six years’ private practice among a class of 
people, a large number of whom are habitual con¬ 
sumers of the drug in one or more of its various 
forms. Careful local inquiry. Personal observa¬ 
tions made, and experience gained, by experiments 
specially conducted. Investigations _ into the 
history of nearly 150 select cases, comprising both 
Hindus and Muhammadans, young and old, of 
both sexes, varying between the ages of 15 years 
and 80 years (excluding females under 30), reeent 
and old, moderate and immoderate consumers, those 
in the habit of using the drug * plain,’ or in 
combination with ‘ bhang massala,’ and those 
habituated to the use of the bhang alone, or to¬ 
gether with charas, or ganja, or opium, or dhatura, 
or with two or more of these drugs at the 6ame 
time. Further, my eases include individuals 
engaged in different kinds of occupations, and of 
various status in life, the well-to-do as well as the 
poor. 

2. Yes. The products are locally known as 
bhang, charas and ganja respectively. 

Bhang=dried leaves + capsules. Ganja = flat 

ganja. Charas=resin (generally adulterated). 

19. Yes, as far as I have been able to ascertain. 

23. No. 

28. {f One pint of “ panga,” cost about one 
pie. 

(4) One pint of “ ghata bhang ” (equal in 
strength to about 3 pints of “ panga ”), cost three 
pies. 

29. The ingredients are— 

(«) Ordinarily— khaskhas, coriander, black 
pepper. 

(4) Exceptionally—fennel seeds, rosebuds, 
melon seeds, kasni. 

(c) Very exceptionally—almond, milk. 

Of the drags enumerated in this section none 
enter into the composition of the bhang draught. 
As an admixture, dhatura is sometimes used with 
ganja, seldom with bhang, and is employed with 
the object, of strengthening their intoxicating 
effects. Charas is always used with tobacco, the 


latter being employed as a medium for smoking 
the drug. Ganja, when 6moked in moderation, is 
also mixed with tobacco, sometimes by itself. 

“ Bhang massala,” commonly and ordinarily 
sold in Sind in all bhang shops, contains the fol¬ 
lowing ingredients : to 6 tolas of bhang is added 
khaskhas about 1 tola, black pepper £ of a tola, 
coriander and kasni seeds (sometimes) of each 
i tola. 

In Sind, by far the greater number of cases employ 
bhang in its plain state, in the form of a fresh 
mixture obtained by maceration in cold water and 
straining. Ordinarily, the ingredients added are 
khaskhas, black pepper and coriander. These are 
braised in a mortar and reduced to a pulp by the 
aid of water, and then added to the mixture al¬ 
ready made. Black pepper and coriander are em¬ 
ployed with the object of destroying the bilious 
tendency which the drag induces, and, to a certain 
extent, to flavour the potation. Khaskhas serves 
to brighten the colour of the mixture and render it 
pleasing to the eye, the original dark green colour 
of the fluid being replaced by a pleasant pale 
green. The poppy seeds, however, are supposed 
to have certain disadvantages. By their use, the 
mixture is said to become slightly acrid to the 
taste and stronger in its effects, especially in its 
soporific action. It is also believed that they tend 
to increase the quantity of bile in the system. 
Hence, when khaskhas is used, black pepper and 
coriander are invariably also added. 

The plain potation is preferred by the majority 
irrespective of class, the rich and the poor alike 
partaking of it. In the “ tikhanas, ” or places of 
worship, every evening, and in some every morn¬ 
ing also, a sufficiently large service is prepared for 
gratuitous distribution not only to regular fre¬ 
quenters, but also to chance visitors, no matter 
who or what they may be. This plain drink, as 
distributed in the tikhanas, is a very dilute mix¬ 
ture of the drag, only half a tola in about 10 seers 
of water, and is known as “ panga.” 

The group of ingredients marked (4) is said to 
confer upon the drink refreshing effects, and is 
generally brought into requisition during the hot 
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season. The fluid obtained by the maceration of 
these ingredients in cold water is known as 
“thadul,” i.e., a refrigerant. The first drug of 
this group of ingredients is employed on account 
of its carminative action, serving to relieve the 
flatulence which bhang not unfrequently produces ; 
the rosebuds and melon seeds act as mild laxa¬ 
tives, and kasni (seed of the Chieoriun intybus ), 
being a diuretic and a mild hepatic tonic, is anti- 
bilious in its action and confers upon the drink 
additional refrigerant properties. 

The ingredients mentioned in group (e) are em¬ 
ployed only on very special occasions, e.g., religious 
festivals, marriage feasts, etc., and then only by 
the well-to-do classes of people. In such instances 
the process of maceration is effected either in pure 
milk, or first in water, and the milk added subse¬ 
quently. 

Ganja is generally smoked with tobacco, some¬ 
times by itself. Charas in combination with tobac¬ 
co always. 

30. As a rule, in solitude a larger quantity of 
bhang is consumed by each individual than in com¬ 
pany. I should think, to judge from my cases, 
on an average, about double the quantity. Gener¬ 
ally “ ghata bhang,” i.e., a strong mixture, is used 
in private, while “ panga,” i.e., a weak and dilute 
mixture, is distributed in company, e.g., daily in 
the tikhanas or places of workship, at the various 
bhang shops, and at home gatherings. Both 
males and females (adults) partake of the potation; 
males in the majority by far. Young men over 18 
sometimes, young women under 25 never. It is 
not usual for children to consume either of the 
three drags. Ganja is used in larger quantities in 
solitude than in company its use is generally con¬ 
fined to adult males, with the exception of prosti¬ 
tutes and the wives of certain classes of fakirs. 
Charas is more largely consumed in company than 
in solitude, and is almost entirely limited to the 
male sex. 

31. No, provided the consumer is not naturally 
of dissipated habits. 

Yes, as regal'ds ganja and charas. Moderate 
consumers of bhang can easily break off the habit, 
as is seen in cases where the drug has been employed 
for medicinal purposes, or taken as a refreshing 
draught during the hot season only and disconti¬ 
nued in the cold. Even confirmed,bhang drinkers 
can break off the habit, but, of course, with diffi¬ 
culty. 

No ; so far as bhang is concerned, I have found 
from careful enquiry that individuals who have 
used the drag over periods varying from ten to fifty 
yoars have done so without making any appreciable 
difference in their daily amount of consumption. 
A case which came under my notice of a man fully 
80 years of age, and habituated to taking daily only 
a pice worth of bhang for forty-three yeai-B conti¬ 
nuously, bears out my statement ; and this is not 
the only instance of its kind. 

32. I have simply been able to ascertain that 
the hemp being a plant sacred to Shiva, on Shiva- 
ratrt day the followers of Shiva drink bhang as a 
matter of custom. The followers of Dhevia Lai, 
the god of waters, use bhang with sugar-candy as 
a matter of religious principle once a week, namely 
every Tuesday morning. In both cases the drink 
is regarded as essential. 

The quantity depends on what the individual is 
in the habit of consuming usually, which is seldom 
exceeded. The habit being already formed, and 
never broken or relaxed, may eventually damage 
the constitution, especially if the individual is also 


addicted to ganja or charas. I know of no custom 
where ganja or charas alone is oonoerned. 

36. Hardly any. Those consuming any of these 
drags are, I find, not satisfied if alcohol be substi¬ 
tuted for them; and indulgence in alcohol does not 
destroy the craving for bhang when once the habit 
of taking it haB been formed. Preconceived ideas 
of the beneficial effects of bhang, especially as being 
a “ quiet ” intoxicant as compared with “ boister¬ 
ous ” alcohol, militate against the substitution. 

37. Yes, the effects of bhang drinking differ 
materially from those of charas and ganja smoking, 
and the effects of the latter also differ from each 
other in certain particulars. Careful observations 
of many cases have helped me to record the follow¬ 
ing notes of their effects, and the points which 
distinguish one from the other. The effects of 
ganja and charas might be compared as follows :— 


Ganja. 


Milder and slower in its ac¬ 
tion. 

Intoxication commences 10 
to 16 minutes after smok¬ 
ing. 

Effects last from half to one 
hour. 

Produces exoessivo drynesB 
of the lips, mouth, and 
throat. 

Heart’s action increased at 
first, afterwards lowered; 
so also the pulso. 


Conjunctive suffused, and in 
confirmed smokers remain 
so permanently. 


Pupils, more or less dilated. 


Vision unaffected. 


Retinal vessels prominent; 
retinal field pink in colour 
marked by patches of deep 
red here and there. 

Respiration quickened. 


Excites cough with expectora¬ 
tion. 

Destroys appetite, but not 
completely. 

Causes thirst, but not much. 

Mucous membrane of the 
mouth and throat injected 
and tolerably moist. 

Tongue red and pointed, 
pap lias prominent, surface 
tolerably moist. 

Does not generally constipate 
the bowels. 

At first individual is garrulous,] 
sometimes boisterous. 

Soporific effects come on late, 
hut last for two or three 
hours. 

Wakes up dull and morose, 
with blood-Bhot eyes, and, 
generally, a racking head¬ 
ache ; mind tolerably clear. 

Complains, on waking up, 
of languor and a feeling of 
stiffness in all the limbs._ 


Charas. 


Stronger and more rapid. 

Intoxication commences with 
the very first pull at the 
chill urn. 

Effects last from 15 to 20 
minutes. 

Same, but more marked- 


Heart’s action depressed from 
the first; also the pulse. 
(In one case the pulse be¬ 
came irregular and inter¬ 
mittent.) 

Conjunctiva; pale; gradually 
lose their gloss with each 
pull at the chillum, and 
finally become dull, dry, 
aud misty. 

Pupils dilated, and more or 
less fixed. 

Vision impaired, for the 
time being. 

Retinal vessels seemed thin 
and attenuated, the field a 
pale grey hue. 

Respiration normal or sub¬ 
normal. 

Excites a dry spasmodic 
cough. 

Completely destroys appetite. 

Causes exoessive thirst. 

Mucous membrane of mouth 
and throat pale and dry. 

Tongue pale, flat, dry and 
harsb, surface covered with 
a thin fur. 

Constipates the bowels. 

No such previous stage of 
excitement generally, 

Soporific effects come on im¬ 
mediately, are deeper, but 
last a briefer time. 

Wakes up dazed and stupid, 
is inclined to fall off to sleep 
again, feels dizzy when 
made to sit up; mind dull 
and blunted. 

The same, but generally also 
complains of muscular pains. 
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The effects of bhang, as contrasted with ganja 
and charas, are seen in the following description, 
which I have endeavoured to classify under four 
heads or stages :— 

1st stage. —Its first effect is to produce excite¬ 
ment, generally exhilaration, which lasts for a long 
time as compared with ganja or charas. About a 
pie’s worth of “ panga” produces one hour’s excite¬ 
ment, and a pice worth of the same, the quantity 
ordinarily consumed by habitual immoderate con¬ 
sumers, will cause three to four hours excitement. 
In this stage the mind is clear, imagination excited, 
physical exertion active, the appetite is keen, there 
is no dryness of the mouth and throat, no tendency 
to constipation, if anything, the movement of the 
bowels is regulated, no delirium. This stage gener¬ 
ally subsides with profuse micturition. Habitual 
consumers who are working men are satisfied with 
this stage. A draught taken in the morning pre¬ 
pares them for their day’s work, and a second re¬ 
peated at sundown! refreshes them after the fatigue 
of the day. With by far the majority, however, 
the practice is limited to the evening draught only. 
A few take it three times a day. 

2nd stage. —Intoxication well marked. Gener¬ 
ally lasts for several hours. For the production 
of this stage a quantity varying from a pice to 
two pice worth is sufficient. First effect of this 
stage is pleasant delirium, generally mild, some¬ 
times boisterous; slight dryness of the mouth and 
throat, and of the bronchial mucous membrane ; 
nevertheless, appetite is increased, but there is 
constipation, flatulence, and a sense of heat in the 
stomach. Much confusion of thought and of 
ideas and an unnatural sense of fear or dread of 
things, the confusion affecting even his own 
individuality. Conjunctival somewhat injected, 
and pupils dilated; vision unaffected; mental 
power blurred. Increased sexual appetite, with, 
it is said, power to prolong the sexual act. Is 
employed up to this stage by not a few merely 
from habit, or sometimes to stimulate the sexual 
desire. 

3rd stage. —Intoxication is'followed by hypnosis, 
and finally a deep sleep, from which the patient 
may, however, be easily roused to consciousness 
only to fall off again into stupor. When the 
effects wear off, generally in three or four 1 hours’ 
time, he wakes up refreshed, with no pain or sore¬ 
ness in the head, or bad taste in the month. Has 
more or less clear and perfect recollection of past 
things which occurred before or during the fit of in¬ 
toxication. In this stage, the appetite is impaired 
and bowels made costive. If administered with the 

purpose of allaying pain in any part of the body, 

such pain is not felt under the influence of the 
drug, but reappears when the individual wakes up 
from his sleep; hence, its anodyne effects, as such, 
are temporary. 

4th stage. —May be of two kinds, acute and 
chronic. In the “ acute ” form, coma would pro¬ 
bably follow the employment of the drug in poison¬ 
ous doses. I have had no case to ascertain this fact. 
In the “chronic” form, the effects observed are loss 
of flesh and bodily vigour, indigestion, swelling of 
the abdomen, pasty skin, weak heart and pulse, 
dropsy, local or general, congestion of internal 
organs, especially the lungs and liver, hence chronie 
bronchitis and piles common, constipation, or alter¬ 
nate diarrhcea and constipation; mind excessively 
weak, amounting sometimes to dementia melancho- 
lica. 

(N.B, —The experiments conducted by me have 
been with the use of the bazar drags.) 

39, No, it is in every way more injurious than 


either drinking bhang, or eating it in the form of 
“majum” or conserve. My reasons are detailed 
and comprised in section 37 ante, and sections 42, 
44, and 45 seq. 

40. Charas and ganja are not employed for medi¬ 
cinal purposes. Bhang was in vogue at one time, 
but at the present day very much less faith is placed 
in its medicinal effects by the native doctors. Its 
use is now limited chiefly to externa! applications, 
to painful sores and ulcers, local swellings, and pain¬ 
ful joints, on account of the anodyne property it 
possesses. As a vermicide it is used for ear-aches 
caused by the presence of worms. Internally, it is 
brought into requisition in cases of fevers where 
insomtiia is a marked symptom. It is not adminis¬ 
tered as a febrifuge, otherwise, because its later 
effects are supposed to be “ heating.” When em¬ 
ployed in eases of fevers the drag is usually com¬ 
bined with suoh other substances as possess diapho¬ 
retic and refrigerant action. 

In a Very dilute form (a quarter tola in 10 seers, 
or even 20 seers of water), with or without the addi¬ 
tion of nitrate of potassium, it acts as a good diu¬ 
retic, and is made use of in acute and chronic 
gonorrhoea. Administered for this purpose it not 
only dilutes the urine, but also, to some extent 
allays the burning pain during micturition, 

I iiave made no inquiries into the use of hemp 
in cattle disease. 

41. Yes, bhang, but not either charas or ganja. 
(a) Yes; (6) yes; {c) no; (d) medicinal purposes. 

42. Compared with such intoxicants as opium 
or alcohol, or with its sister-produets, charas and 
ganja, bhang may certainly he said to he harmless 
when consumed in moderate quantities. The ener¬ 
vating effects of charas and ganja are absent in 
bhang. Its harmlessness appears best en evidence 
in those who have used the drug over periods vary¬ 
ing from 15 to 40 years, and have, notwithstanding, 
lived to a ripe old age. In my notes of 150 cases 
and upwards, fully two-thirds are over the age of 
40, a good many have attained the age of 50, and 
not a few even 60 years and more. I have person¬ 
ally examined a large number of those between the 
ages of 40 and 60 years, and have found them to 
be not only sound in all their internal organs, but 
also of good bodily frame. Further, what might 
appear to be a strange thing is that most of them 
have even preserved good vision. Cataractous con¬ 
dition of the lens is, I observe, an uncommon tiling 
among those who take bhang in moderation. In 
the case mentioned under section 31 ante, the indi¬ 
vidual possessed excellent visual power for his age. 
Both charas and ganja, even in moderation, tend 
to deteriorate the health. 

44. Slightly stimulating. Mind is cleared. Ner¬ 
vous tone is temporarily braced up. The indivi¬ 
dual is capable of more exertion than he would be 
able to command when not under its influence. 
Pulse and respirations are quickened. Conjunctiva 
suffused. 

No, unless used in combination with other refri¬ 
gerant substances, and then in as dilute a state as 
possible. It warms up the blood in the first in¬ 
stance, and later on, when the stimulating effects 
are wearing off, it desiccates the mucous membrane 
of the lips, mouth, and throat, and brings on thirst. 
Yes, in fairly large doses. 

No, on the contrary, it sharpens the appetite; 
and in this respect the action of the drug is certain, 
and to be depended on. 

Yes, every one of my cases have recorded this as 
a constant effect of the drug. 

The period varies with the general health of the 
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patient and the strength o£ the solution used. The 
average period, I should say, would be two hours. 
Force of habit, too, has to be taken into considera¬ 
tion. Of the cases recorded by me some are in the 
habit of using the drug twice a day, morning and 
evening, others, once a day only, and then gene¬ 
rally in the evening; in either case, the draught is 
usually taken two or three hours before meal-time. 

A Sindhi generally takes two principal meals in 
24 hours, one between 10 and 12 a. if., the other 
between 8 and 10 p.m. 

"With bhang, none of any importance. Ganja 
and charas, especially the latter, give rise to a dull 
frontal headache, singing in the ears, weakened 
mental power, much thirst, they also impair the 
appetite, constipate the bowels and concentrate the 
urine. 

No. I am aware of many instances where in¬ 
dividuals have used bhang only during the hot 
season, and discontinued its use altogether in the 
cold season, without a craving for it. I can quote 
about 25 cases where the drug was taken daily for 
medicinal puiposes, and given up after a few 
months, without any difficulty. An habitual con¬ 
sumer misses his draught not on account of a 
natural longing for it, but simply because of the 
necessity of retrieving his nervous tone, which is 
invariably lessened directly the stimulating effects 
of the drag have passed off. The energy of an 
habitual bhang-drinker for work depends almost 
entirely upon his draught. There is no longing or 
uneasiness, even in the ease of ganja or charas; 
smokers of the latter drags will take them when 
they can get them. 

45. I cannot say this of bhang, but charas and 
ganja, even in moderate doses, tend to weaken the 
bodily frame, diminish corpulency, deprive the 
individual of any capability to much physical exer¬ 
tion, blunt his memory, and make a coward of him. 
They also impair the constitution, and injure diges¬ 
tion. As regards causing the diseases mentioned, 

I have not a single case on record to warrant such 
a conclusion, so far as bhang is concerned, but 
several of my cases indicate that the continued use 
of charas and ganja do cause dysentery and bron¬ 
chitis. I have no history regarding asthma. 

Whether it impairs the moral sense, or induces 
laziness, etc., are questions difficult to answer in 
the affirmative in reference to Sindhis. It must 
be noted that the Sindhi is, by nature, a slow, 
indolent, apathetic race and subservient to a lax 
moral code, whether habituated or not to the use 
of these drags. Bad example of the elders, and 
the evil influences of society, are, therefore, im¬ 
portant factors in these questions, and must be 
considered. Hence the deviation from a correct 
moral code, as it should exist, cannot be directly 
attributed to the use of bhang in the relation of 
cause and effect. Without a predisposing tendency, 
bhang cannot be said to induce laziness or conduce 
towards evil ways, and the remark is equally ap¬ 
plicable to the moderate use of ganja or of charas. 

No, not when used by itself, or when free from 
admixtures, especially dhatura; also, not unless 
venereal excesses or self-abuse pave the way; fur- j 
ther, a predisposing cause, such, as a naturally j 
weak intellect, must also exist. Bhang of itself, 
except if used in excess, is innocuous to the brain, 
and of all combinations, that of bhang and dha¬ 
tura is the most harmful in this respect. Bhang 
with the simultaneous use of ganja or eharas may 
give rise to insanity, but a predisposing cause must 
also exist. This question is further discussed under 
section 46. 

46: Bhang, employed in excess, and its use ex¬ 


tended over a long period of time, debilitates the 
system and brings on emaciation; also causes 
mgestive disorders leading to piles and chronic 
dysentery. Chronic bronchitis is common with 
bhang-drinking in excess. Of asthma, I have no 
eases. That it impairs the moral sense, deadens 
the intellect, and leads to evil ways, I have no 
doubt. It does not produce insanity, unless pre¬ 
disposing causes exist. Ganja and eharas may 
cause insanity, but I have no evidence to adduce. 

I have on record one case of a young man, at. 
19, a bhawa, who was habituated to the moderate 
use of bhang, and once partook of ganja in excess. 
He had a temporary attack of acute mania, became 
violent, noisy, and. abusive, would run into the 
streets naked unless restrained. His delusion was 
that all his friends were conspiring to kill him. 
The attack, which occurred 6ome three months ago, 
and which subsided under treatment, has not re¬ 
curred since, but I learn that the individual has 
not again given cause for it. Possibly the symp¬ 
toms may be re-induced should cause be given. 
Among the class of bawas and fakirs, who lead a 
life of indolence and ease, cases of dementia adven¬ 
titia or of chronic melancholic mania, are some¬ 
times seen. In two eases of this nature, I had good 
reason to suppose that self-abuse played a promi¬ 
nent part, rather than the abuse of bhang or ganja. 

I have on record three eases of mental excitement 
bordering on insanity in the class of Muhammadans 
known as the “ mawalis ” (men habitually addicted 
to the use of intoxicants of all kinds, but especially 
bhang and charas, opium and chandul, and sunk 
in the depth of the intoxicating effects of these 
drags), caused bv the combined use of bhang and 
charas. In each ease, however, the friends of the 
patients have asserted that the partial mental 
aberration was due entirely to the excessive use of 
eharas, and not of bhang. 

The following case, the only one of its kind I 
know of, may indicate that a person who is 
deficient in self-control through weakened intellect 
may become insane by falling into the use of hemp. 
He is a young Sindhi (Amyl), aged about 20 years. 
Though born of sane parents, he was from birth a 
simpleton. He spent the greater part of the day 
in the tikhanas in prayers and serving God, as his 
friends supposed. He there became habituated to 
taking bhang, in moderate quantities, it is said. 
On one occasion he took a strong dose of physic 
(jamalgota) which moved his bowels some sixteen to 
twenty times. This gave him a severe pain in the 
abdomen for which he was advised to take a big 
dose of “ ghata ” bhang. He did so, and on 
waking up from the stupor induced by the drug, he 
was found to have gone out of mind completely. 
At first he manifested signs of acute mania, was 
very violent, and had to be restrained by main 
force. His delusion was, and still is, that there • 
is some one coming to kill him, and is in constant 
dread of being throttled. The boy is yet insane, 
but is not now violent either to himself or to others. 
There is no histoiy of syphilis in the family, but 
his friends are not able to tell me whether the boy 
was addicted or not to self-abuse, a vice common 
, among the youths of Sind. 

I would here record also a ease of paraplegia 
which came under my notice some time ago, and 
which was attributed to the excessive use of bhang. 
The patient is now dead. He was a man of about 
85 years, with no history of syphilis or venereal 
excesses as far as I could ascertain from the. other 
members of the family, and no habit of taking any 
other narcotic than bhang, except tobacco in 
moderation. He used “ ghata” bhang of his own 
preparation twice a day regularly, and sometimes 
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even three times, besides what he happened to 
consume with his friends in the tikhanaB. I learn 
that he died from exhaustion and bed-sores after . 
"three months 1 lingering illness. 

47. No, for in the family history of many of the 
cases recorded by me, I find that, although the 
parents are habitual consumers, the children have 
not acquired the habit, and, further, I can say 
from personal observations, that the children of 
moderate consumers are in no particular way 
affected by the habit. 

48. Errquiry in this direction has been met with 
veiy puzzling results. In the excessive consumer, 
the histoiy of the possibility of an inherent 
syphilitic or scrofulous taint had always to be con¬ 
sidered, which invariably tended to mar conclusions. 
I mention this because while in some cases the 
children have appeared to me to be tolerably 
healthy, in other cases, where a comparatively 
small amount of the drag was consumed daily, the 
offsprings were of exceedingly weak bodily constitu¬ 
tion, pigeon-chested, thin-haired, flabby little 
mites. 

In four cases that came under my observation, 
the children were decidedly rachitic. Such condi¬ 
tions as bad feeding and insanitary surroundings 
add no little to the difficulties in solving this 
question. Generally speaking, it appears that even 
the excessive use of the drug does not exert any 
material influence upon the health of the children. 

49. No, but prostitutes use it largely as a 
stimulant, with the object, it is said, of being able 
to bear the strain of their nefarious practice. 
Hemp, no matter in what form, used in moderation, 
does not tend to produce impotence. The history 
of many of my cases helps me to entertain this 
opinion. In some of my cases, more children had 
been born, within a given period, after than before 
the time the father had taken to bhangdrinking. 

50. Yes, by those in advanced age, generally, 
and by the young of dissipated habits. In the 
form of majum, the native doctor prescribes it for 
this purpose. Prostitutes use bhang only, but not 
ganja or charas, and then only in the day to 
procure sleep. Yes, more injurious, because, with 
the general breaking down of the constitution, 
impotence may follow, and possibly insanity, or at 
least a mental weakness bordering on insanity, 
Not directly; in a few of my cases where impotence 
had occurred, the lowering of the general health 
from venereal excesses seemed primarily at fault. 

56. Among my cases I have met with seven of 
dhatura admixture, but none of the other drugs 
specified. Opium, employed not as an admixture, 
but as an additional narcotic to the use of hemp, is 
of pretty frequent occurrence. The former drag 
is combined with bhang, in moderation, in order to 
increase its intoxicating effects. My observations 
lead me to suppose that opium imparts to the sys¬ 
tem tolerance to resist the influence of bhang and 
gania for I find that opium-eaters always consume 
and bear well these drugs in moderate quantities, 
especially bhang. 

These admixtures refer to personal consumption. 
With regard to bhang or ganja used in excess 
together with an admixture of dhatura, I have 
but two cases, and in both the latter drag was 
employed to strengthen the potation. Employed 
for the purpose of administration to others, I have 
only hearsay evidence to give. I am told that 
dhatura is sometimes thus clandestinely added 
either to bhang or ganja, but not to charas, and 
generally from mischievous or criminal motives 
to procure that fanatical excitement as witnessed 
in some individuals during the Moharram or Hon 
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festivals, or that mental disturbance tantamount 
to insanity constituting the cases known to medi¬ 
cal jurists as “ running amuck. ” In the middle 
of 1887 a number of such cases occurred, and I 
am informed that in all of them dhatura was 
employed as an admixture with bhang, and that 
the mental excitement produced, under which the 
individuals were ready to perpetrate the most 
atrocious crimes, was entirely due to dhatura. 

57. I know of no such cases. 

The conclusion I have arrived at with regard 
to the uses and effects of hemp is, briefly, as 
follows:—That bhang is on the whole, though 
habitually consumed, a harmless drag taken in 
moderate quantities, and that, used as an intoxi¬ 
cant, it compares very favourably, in many points, 
both with alcohol and with opium. 

In the first place, it has cheapness on its side to 
recommend it, thus bringing it within the means of 
the poor, in whom, in the declining period of life, 
an intoxicant is as serviceable, if not more so, as in 
the rich. What, perhaps, is better still is the fact 
that while taken in moderation, like alcohol, it 
invigorates the system and causes exhilaration; 
taken in large doses, it is a “ quiet ” intoxicant com¬ 
pared with “ boisterous ” alcohol, and thus free from 
the attendant danger to person, or property, or 
domestic happiness,,which only too often accompany 
the use of alcohol. There is also but little ten¬ 
dency for the habit of bhang-drinking to settle in 
the system, and in this respect it differs from the 
habit of opium-eating. 

Another important feature in the use of bhang 
is its peculiar suitableness in reference to the climate 
of the countxy (India), and especially of Sind. In 
this province, where the heat for the greater part 
of the year i6 so great and so oppressive, general 
and indiscriminate use of alcohol would, I feel 
sure, play sad havoc with the constitution of many, 
and in my mind raises visions of many apoplectic 
brains and congested livers, of dangers resulting 
from an overworked heart and overstrained kidneys, 
consequences which are now of comparatively rare 
occurrence. Again, owing to the excessive heat, 
impairment or loss of appetite is not at all an un¬ 
common thing, and in this respect, too, the pecu¬ 
liar adaptibility of the drag is made manifest ; also 
the fact of its being used in combination with 
bhang massala, for the mixture helps to keep the 
bowels lax, an important precaution against tb<* 
deteriorating effects of the weather. 

The general physiological action of alcohol is to 
build up the tissues of the body, tending thus to 
give rise to corpulency; hemp on the other hand 
tends to diminish corpulency, and is therefore a 
fitter intoxicant for use in a hot climate than 
alcohol. 

As regards diseases incidental to the use of bhang, 
these cannot be said to be either more common or 
more disastrous than those following the use of 
alcohol, or, for the matter of that, of opium. 

Insanity is not a consequence of bhang-drinking, 
nor, indeed, directly either of ganja or charas 
smoking. A pre-existing tendency towards mental 
aberration, natural or acquired, from such predis¬ 
posing causes as a weak intellect or moral deprav¬ 
ity, respectively, will be found to be primarily at 
fault, such depravity being as much due to the de¬ 
grading effects of a religious constitution, weak in 
its moral precepts and lax in the exercise of moral 
restraint, as to the baneful influence of bad example 
and evil social influences. 

With regard to the use of hemp as a medicinal 
agent, I have a few remarks to offer. The drug, 
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no doubt, possesses valuable medicinal properties, 
which might, with profit, be taken advantage of, 
hut the method in which the officinal preparations, 
extract and tincture, are made, is, in my opinion, 
unsatisfactory, and accounts for the disappoint¬ 
ment in the expectations of those who have given 
the drug a trial. In both these preparations, the 
resin occurs in abundance. This should not be. 
The draught as prepared by bhang drinkers would 
he a better form for therapeutic administration. 
It is made by maceration of the bhang in cold 
water and repeated strainings, the fluid thus ob¬ 
tained being merely a watery solution of the leaves 
and capsules, with but little or no traces of the 
resin, which, being insoluble in water, is precipi¬ 
tated. In this dilute form it might advantageous¬ 
ly be used as a stimulant and stomachic tonic and 
carminative, serving to invigorate the system, 
increase the appetite, and relieve temporary abdo¬ 
minal pains and flatulency. When its anodyne 
and hypnotic powers are required, the preparation 
should he made from ganja or charas (pure), and 
not from bhang, as these forms of the di'ug, em¬ 
ployed in their natural state, seem to possess soothing 
and depressant effects rather than stimulant. A 
poultice of ganja, or of the capsules of hemp, makes 
a good anodyne application to painful piles (external) 
and ulcere. Ganja, in proper doses, would, I think, 
if need in the form of cigars, or burnt in a pipe, 
prove serviceable for the relief of certain forms of 
asthma, especially those complicated with bronchial 
catarrh and a weakened heart. In severe type's of j 
asthma unattended by such complications, chares 
smoking might, perhaps, prove invaluable in cut- J 
ting short the spasms, but the drag being a power- I 
ful sedative will have to be employed with great 
caution. The uses of hemp as above described are J 
put forward merely in the light of suggestions. 
Definite and careful experimental researches are 
necessary to ascertain the real value of hemp as a 
medicinal agent in the conditions and diseases speci¬ 


fied, I regret to say, I was unable to accomplish 
thi* in any part, on account of the shortness of 
time allowed for the getting up of this report, and 
the want of convenient opportunities. 

I will add, in conclusion, a few notes on the 
popular notions and ideas of the effects of hemp in 
one or other of its various forms, and I cannot do 
this in a more striking and interesting manner than 
by quoting verses of folk-songs on the subject. Of 
the three forms of hemp, bhang is regarded by the 
people as the least noxious and the most beneficial. 
The following verse illustrates the ideas as they 
emanate from a Sindhi mind, of the beneficial 
effects of bhang 

Should yon want your tody 
oUan, 

“ Safo hoje saf, Then drink it in the mqrning. 

Te suhajo piti ker. Should you wish to cool your 

Je neiie mendi lai, een, 

Te bepari je piti ker. Then drink it in the noon. 

Je 8ukhi vibame rath, Should you want a restful 
Te eaujeji piti ker. nifcht, 

Je jhugo hoje chor, Thou drink it in the evening. 
Te adhi piti ker.’’ If home and comfort you 

would blight, 

Then drink it at midnight. 

That charas is by all regarded as the worst form 
in which hemp could be consumed is emphatically 
expressed in the following doggerel verse:— 

“ Charas nahi, kahir Kang kurun, ksai kurun ; 
hai; Anku se anda kurun, 

Keleja to jal gaya ; Fam se langra kurun, * 

Anki me lahir hai; Se inurre te mekya karun.” 

which, rendered into English,would be■ 

I am not charas, but a To blind the eyes I never 
curse; fail, 

I bum the liTer to its Or cripple limbs that once 
worse; were hale, 

I bring on dryness of In what but death ends my 
the eyes ; sad tale P 

To phlegm and cough I 
must give rise. 


21. Evidence of Assistant Surgeon, Mulchand Gangakam, in charge Larkana 

Jjispen*ary. 


]. I have been in service, either Government or 
Municipal, for the past five years, and during that 
period I have come across patients who were in the 
habit of using hemp drags. Further, after my 
appointment a6 a witness by the Commissioner 
in Sind, I have instituted special enquiries in the 
town of Larkana about the matter. 

2. Yes; the definitions given here may be accepted 
for the province. The products are known as 
bhang, chares and ganja. 

19. Yes j ganja and charas, so far as I am aware, 
are used only for smoking. 

23. I have never seen nor heard of any one 
smoking bhang. 

28. (a) Bhang, 14 tolas, cost 4 anna. 

Charas, i^- tola, cost 1 anna, 

Ganja, J tola, cost i anna. 

(b) Bhang, 10 to 20 tolas, cost 21 to 44 annas. 

Charas, 1 to | tola, cost 1 to 8 annas. 

Ganja, 1 to J tola, cost 4 to 14 annas. 

29. Bhang is ordinarily used without any ad¬ 
mixture by both classes of consumers. Exception¬ 
ally sugar, cardamoms and pepper are added by 
both classes to sweeten and flavour it. Habitual 
consumers sometimes odd. gram, sometimes til 
seed, and sometimes both together to the solution 


to increase, as it is alleged, its intoxicating proper¬ 
ties. Milk is also occasionally added to the solu¬ 
tion, to diminish the sensation of dryness of throat 
that is felt by the consumers. Hemp seeds are also 
(sometimes added to make the solution less green. 
Chares and ganja are always smoked with tobacco 
by both classes of consumers. Nothing else is 
added to them. Dhatura is sometimes mi*ed up 
with bhang; but this is used only for criminal 
purposes. Opium, so far as I know, is never 
mixed with it, but is taken along with it by those 
who are in the habit of using both of these drags. 
I do not know whether nux vomica, cantharides or 
betel-nut is so used. I have no knowledge of any 
such preparation as bhang massala. 

30. Bhang is used both in company and in soli¬ 
tude, but mostly in company. Its consumption is 
mainly confined to the male sex, and is used mostly 
by the young and middle-aged men. Charas and 
ganja are almost always used in company by young 
and middle-aged men. They are not used by 
females. I have never seen or heard of children 
using any of these drags. Bhang is more used in 
summer, charas in winter, and ganja to mi equal 
extent in both the seasons. 

31. Yes; the habit of consuming any of these 
drags is easily formed. It is also easy to break it 
off, more easy to break off in the case of charas 
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and ganja consumers than in those of bhang. 
There is a tendency, in the oase of all these drugs, 
for the moderate habit to develop into the exces¬ 
sive. This is specially marked in the case of bhang. 
Much, however, depends upon the pecuniary cir¬ 
cumstances of the consumer. 

32. I am not aware of any religious custom 
according to which any of these drags is used. 
Amongst Hindus the bawas (religious head) keep 
a very weak solution of bhang in temples for the 
people who go there, and on certain days, for 
instance the new moon day or some holidays, they 
get prepared' a larger quantity of such solution. 
There is nothing religious about this. They by 
doing so, get more customers, so to say. Again, on 
festivals amongst Hindus, the head of the family 
who gives the feast, sometimes gets a weak solu¬ 
tion of bhang prepared, and distributes it amongst 
the servants and cooks who are engaged on those 
occasions. It is not essential that the head of the 
family should so entertain his servants. He does 
so either because he wishes to please them, or 
because he is asked by some of them who happen 
to be in the habit of using it. Again, in Hydera¬ 
bad, Sind, there are certain families the members 
of which never use alcohol in any shape. They, on 
their festivals, entertain their guests with a sweet 
and flavoured solution of bhang. There is no reli¬ 
gious binding upon them to do so. They have 
been doing so for generations, and the use of bhang 
in this way has become more or less a social custom 
amongst them. The use of bhang in the ways 
indicated above is always temperate, and is not 
likely to lead to the formation of a habit, except 
amongst those who visit the temples and partake 
of the solution daily. 

I am not aware of any custom, religious or 
social, in regal'd to the oonsumption of charas and 
ganja. 

Amongst Muhammadans there are otara*, where 
a religious mendicant lives, and where he keeps 
bhang ready for his customers. Such places are 
generally resorted to by habitual excessive con¬ 
sumers. Here charas and ganja are also smoked 
freely. There is nothing religions about it; but 
as charas and ganja are generally smoked in com¬ 
pany, consumers find it convenient to meet at such 
places and indulge in these drugs. These ota.ru* 
are almost always situated by the side of a tomb of 
some Pir or holy man. 

33. I have no reason to think that alcohol is now 
being substituted for any of these drugs. 

37. The effects of charas smoking last longer 
than those of ganja smoking, and those of bhang 
drinking the longest of all. The effects of charas 
and ganja arc observed immediately after smoking 
and last a short time only, while those of bhaag 
are noticed some hours after it is taken and last for 
many hours. Charas and ganja do not increase 
appetite. Bhang does. All produce sleep but 
bhang i6 the most effective in bringing it on. 

39. I can give no opinion on this point. 

40. Bhang is used internally by native doctors 
in dysentry and gonorrhoea, and locally as a poul¬ 
tice for boils and abscesses. 

41. The moderate use of bhang is said to be 
beneficial as a food accessory. It also gives staying- 
power under severe exertion. It has no effects as 
a febrifuge. It is used as a cooling drink in sum¬ 
mer. 

The moderate use of charas and ganja is not 
beneficial in any of these ways. 

42. 1 consider the moderate use of any of these 
drugs to be harmless. 

vol. vii. 


Heaton*. — I have never seen any bad effects, 
either immediate or remote, from their use in this 
way. 

44. The immediate effects of the moderate use 
of these drugs on habitual consumers are, first it 
refreshes them and secondly it produces a slight 
degree of pleasurable intoxication, making the con¬ 
sumer feel happy for a short time. Bhang creates 
appetite. Charas and ganja do not affect it. The 
effect lasts in the case of charas for about two 
hours, in the case of ganja for about one hour, and 
in the case of bhang for about six hours. There 
are no after-effects. Yes; the want of subsequent 
gratification does produce longing and uneasiness. 

46. The habitual moderate use of any of these 
drags does not produce any effect beyond a tem¬ 
porary pleasurable intoxication. So far as I have 
been able to ascertain, it does not impair the con¬ 
stitution. It does not injure digestion or cause 
loss of appetite. It does not cause dysentery, 
bronchitis, or asthma. It does not impair the 
moral sense or induce laziness or habits of im¬ 
morality or debauchery. 

I am not aware of any cases where insanity has 
been brought on by the moderate use of these 
drags. Nor have I any evidence to give to indi¬ 
cate that insanity leads to indulgence in the use 
of hemp drags by persons deficient in self-con¬ 
trol. 

46. The habitual excessive use of these drags 
impairs the constitution. It renders it feeble. 
Bhang, when used as an aphrodisiac, causes ner¬ 
vous exhaustion. Also it leads to impotence and 
sterility. All induce laziness and injure digestion 
and impair appetite. Excessive use is supposed to 
bring on temporary fits of insanity. Generally 
mama of some kind is produced. I have no per¬ 
sonal knowledge of any cases where insanity was 
brought on by the excessive use of these drags. 
Again I have heard of people occasionally running 
amuck. On enquiry in these cases it is found 
that they had indulged freely in bhang just before 
the fit. Often in such cases a motive is found for 
the crimes committed by the persons affected, and 
it would Beem that they had indulged iu bhang 
simply to strengthen themselves for the perpetra¬ 
tion of these acts. In some cases, however, no 
such motive appears to exist. 

47. No. 

48. Children of intemperate men are liable to 
nervous disorders; but I have no knowledge of 
any specific cases. 

49. Yes; bhang is used as an aphrodisiac. It 
is so used by prostitutes also. I cannot say if its 
use in this way is more or less injurious than its 
use as an ordinary narcotic. Charas or ganja do 
not appear to be used as aphrodisiacs. 

50. Bhang is used excessively also as an aphro¬ 
disiac. It is so used by some prostitutes. Its 
use in this way vis more injurious than its use as a 
narcotic, as it causes nervous exhaustion. Also it 
leads to impotence aqd sterility, 

56. The substances that are sometimes used 
with bhang are those noted in answer to question 
No. 29, They are used more or less to flavour it. 
They do not affect the effects of bhang. Til seed 
and gram are said to increase the intoxicating 
properties. Milk lessens the dryness of throat 
caused by bhang. I have heard of dhatura 
sometimes being mixed up with bhang, but this 
mixture is never intended for personal consump¬ 
tion. It is given by some of the criminal classes 
to their victims to facilitate them in the perpetra¬ 
tion of crimes. 

2 q 3 
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57. I have never seen nor heard of any one 
eating char as or ganja. 

In conclusion, charas is imported into Larkana 
from Amritsar, ganja from Karachi and Hyderabad, 
Sind, and bhang from Sukkur and Shikarpuv. 
Ganja is known as ganja Rajapuri. A kind of 
sweetmeat containing bhang is also sold by ven¬ 
dors of these drugs under the name of majum. It 
is prepared in the following way :—14 lbs. of ghi, 
34 lbs. of bhang, and 4 lbs. of water are boiled 


together in a copper pot for four days. Ghi take# 
up the extract and assumes a green colour. This 
is then mixed with a hot saturated solution of 
sugar and rolled and dried. It is then divided 
into cakes. Some aromatic substances are some¬ 
times added. This majum is not consumed to any 
great extent, generally taken by those who have 
not been able to obtain bhang at their usual time 
of taking, 


22. Evidence of Elijah Benjamin, Jew, First Class Hospital Assistant, Shiharpur, 


1. I being in charge of various dispensaries in 
the province of Sind for the last twenty-four years, 
I have had the opportunity of seeing some patients, 
from time to time, who indulge in the hemp drug. 

2. Yes, the above definition may be accepted for 
this province, t?iz., the three varieties of narcotic 
articles, which are obtained from the hemp, are 
defined as bliang, ganja and charas. 

19. Yes, the ganja and charas are only used for 
smoking. 

23. No, the bhang is never used for smoking. 

28. The average allowance and cost of— 

(а) Habitual moderate consumer is— 
Three-fourth tola at a cost of 1J pie (Jth 

of an anna) per diem. 

(б) Habitual excessive consumer— 

Twenty tolas to 30 tolas at a cost of 
6 to 9 annas per day. 

29. (a) No, no other article is used in mixing 
with bhang for ordinary drinking. 

(A) Yes. Opium, dhatura and betel-nut are mixed 
with bhang, in exceptional cases. The object of 
these ingredients is to obtain strong narcotic effects, 
and excite sexual desire. 

No, I have no knowledge if any bhang massala 
has been prepared and 6old, but for sweetening and 
flavouring the mixture; the moderate consumers use 
cardamom seeds, poppy seeds, saffron, sugarcandy 
and almonds. 

30. Is most commonly used in company. Yes, 
it is chiefly confined to male sex and up to life. 
No, it is not usual for children to consume any of 
these drags. 

31. Yes, the habit of consuming these drugs can 
easily be formed. Yes, it is difficult to break off. 
Yes, there is a tendency of acquiring excessive 
habit for a moderate consumer, 

32. The only religious custom of consuming 
these drugs known to me is among Hindus ; that on 
certain day of the week a very weak preparation of 
bhang is made in temples and distributed. The 
ganja and charas are also freely smoked in groups 
by fakirs. 

The Hindus call this preparation of bhang 
“ vijoya,” and it is regarded as essential. It is 
generally temperate. Yes, there is every tendency 
of forming a habit to excess. 

36. No. 

37. Yes, the effects of the charas smoking are 
more narcotic and last longer than ganja, and that 
the effects of bhang drinking are milder, and 
noticed 6ome time after it is taken, while those of 
ganja and charas act immediately. 

39. Yes, the effects produced by smoking ganja 
and charas are less injurious than drinking or eat¬ 


ing it. By eating any of these drags there is a 
tendency of retching nausea and diarrhoea, as these 
drugs cause irritation of stomach, and by smoking 
these drags the brain is affected. YeB, there i6 a 
tendency of producing insanity. 

40. Yes, the use of these drags has been pre¬ 
scribed for medicinal properties by eminent native 
hakims such as Mukhzan and Tib Akhburi, etc. 

Yes, the bhang (the hemp) is used in cattle dis¬ 
ease. 

41. (a) No. 

(4) Yes. 

(c) No. 

(d) It is sometimes used to allay thirst, and act 
as diuretic in a very dilute form. 

42. Yes. The moderate use of these drags is 
harmless, because the moderate dose of these drugs 
produces slight and temporary narcotic effect. 

44. (a) It causes slight narcotic effect immediate- 

'y- 

(6) Yes, it is slightly refreshing. 

(a) Y es, it does produce intoxication. 

(d) No, it does not allay hunger. 

(*) Yes. 

(/) Yes, for a short time only. • 

(y) Y es, it causes laziness and languor. 

(A) Yes, there is an uneasiness and tendency for 
a more drink and smoke. 

* 45. (a), (6), (c), (d). No. 

(«) Yes, to some extent. 

(/) No. 

46. Yes, it produces noxious effects by using 
bhang, ganja and charas to excess. Yes, it im¬ 
pairs the constitution, causes loss of appetite, dy¬ 
sentery, bronchitis and asthma. Yes, it impairs the 
moral sense, and induces laziness or habits of im¬ 
morality. Yes, it does deaden the intellect or pro¬ 
duce insanity. I remember few cases coming to 
my notice here and at Sehwan, being merely of 
exciting causes of insanity, and it was only tem¬ 
porary. Yes. There is every probability of the 
symptoms being re-induced by using the drug after 
liberation from restraint. No, the insane don't 
confess to the use of the drag. 

47. No. 

48. The habitual excessive consumption of any 
of these drags may bring on nervous disorder to 
the children of the excessive consumer. 

49. The moderate use of any of these drags i* 
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practised as an aphrodisiac and by prostitntes also, 
and it is not more injurious than its use as an or¬ 
dinary narcotic. No. 

50, The excessive use of any of these drags is 
practised as a great aphrodisiac by prostitutes, but 
its use for this puipose is more injurious than its use 
as an ordinary narcotic, since it causes nervous ex¬ 
haustion, mental derangement and impotence. 

The admixture of other substances with hemp 
used in moderation changes slightly the effect of 
dryness which the hemp would produce if taken by 
itself, and if it be used in excess the effect will be 
modified to a great extent. 

I have said in reply No. 29 that the admixture 


of dhatuva and opium with hemp in an exceptional 
case for personal consumption and object is already 
noted, but in many cases the dhatura and opium 
are administered in hemp to others, in order to 
commit theft and murder through malice. 

57. I have not come across any case of the kind. 

In conclusion, in my opinion the use of all these 
drugs should be discouraged and resorted to only 
medicinally. The prohibition of the sale of these 
drags will save many persons being nipped in the 
bud and prevent the perpetration of offences and 
be instrumental in promoting the health and wel¬ 
fare of the public at large. 


23. Evidence of Shaik Am, First Class Hospital Assistant, Jacobabad. 


1, During my medical career, 

2. Yes. 

Bhang, charas, and ganja. 

19. To the best of my belief, I have known 
ganja and charas used only for smoking. 

23. Bhang is very seldom used for smoking; 
but at a push ganja and charas smokers will sub¬ 
stitute bhang when others are not to be had by 
both poor classes, especially Hindus and Muham¬ 
madans. 

28. (a) About 1 pice worth, the weight of 2 pice 
per diem. 

(6) About 2 annas worth, or 4 oz. per diem. 

29. Ganja and charas are both mixed with 
tobacco and then smoked. The heavy bhang 
drinkers who find bhang by itself weak, generally 
add opium and dhatura; but many are in the habit 
of swallowing a pill or bolus of solid opium and 
drinking the bhang on the top of it. The object 
of these admixtures is to increase intoxication; 
but the preparation known as bhang massala used 
among Hindus, contains a little bhang, to which is 
added poppy seeds, pepper, cardamoms, almonds, and 
aniseed, and the whole sweetened with batashas or 
sugarcandy, and by those who can afford it milk 
and cream are added and the mixture used as a 
cooling beverage. 

30. To an equal extent. It is chiefly taken by 
the male sex, mostly adults, and it is not usual 
for children to consume these drugs. 

31. The habit is easily formed but very difficult 
to break off. Beginners start with a very small 
quantity about the weight of one-twelfth of an anna, 
and gradually increase it until they arrive at that 
quantity which they find sufficient to intoxicate. 
Yes. 

32. Especially among Hindus, those who are not 
even in the habit of taking any of these drags will 
partake of bhang on their holidays and on the occa¬ 
sion of a marriage. On Shivaratri in particular, they 
do consider it essential to partake of bhang, and on 
this day, in addition to the poppy seeds, pepper, 
cardamoms, and aniseed, they add dhatura and 
arsenic, also a leaf of the akra plant, that is half 
a pod of dhatura, and with the arsenic they draw 
a line on the bottom of the pot. Hindus, especially 
in Sind, do consider it necessary to make them 
happy. 

It is generally temperate. It is not likely to 
lead to acquiring the habit, as many who drink 
bhang on Shivaratri don't touch it again for the 
remainder of the year. I do not consider bhang so 
used injurious. 

36, Unknown. 


37. Yes, chains is far stronger than ganja. 
The effects of charas are almost immediate, while 
ganja takes longer to act, the intoxication coming 
on after a time, and lasting a shorter period, say 
half an hour, while that of chains lasts about an 
hour or more. Bhang is far milder in its effects, 
but its intoxication lasts from 5 to 6 hours and is 
far less injurious. 

39. The smoking of ganja and chains are far 
more injurious than drinking bhang or eating 
majum, which is a sweetmeat prepared from 
bhang. I find that ganja and chains smokers 
generally waste away, getting thinner and thinner 
as they continue in the habit, which is not the 
case with bhang drinkers; charas and ganja act on 
the brain, nervous, and respiratory system, which 
in time brings on constitutional derangement, such 
as bronchitis, shortness of breath, and seldom bleed¬ 
ing piles. It also canses sometimes temporary 
insanity. 

40. Yes, hakims do prescribe it for its medicinal 
properties and prepare a sweetmeat called majum, 
which is used for aphrodisiac purposes. Bhang is 
also used in the treatment of cattle. Horse condi¬ 
tion powders and boluses are prepared from bhang 
only. 

41. I do not know any beneficial properties ex¬ 
cept medicinal. 

42. Charas and ganja, although u6ed in modera¬ 
tion, will, in my opinion, leave injurious effects in 
the end. Bhang, on the contrary, if indulged in in 
small doses is harmless. 

44. The immediate effects of charas and ganja 
are on the nervous system; they do not refresh, 
but certainly produce intoxication. They do allay 
hunger, but do not create appetite. The effect of 
charas lasts about an hour or more, but that of 
gauja is slower to act, and lasts a shorter time, say 
half an hour. Yes, headache and a peculiar un¬ 
easiness, which is only relieved by another smoke, 
after the effects of which have passed away there 
is the same longing. Bhang is refreshing at first, 
but, when it commences to act, its intoxication 
causes a frightened feeling or timidity, but is far 
milder in its effects. The intoxication lasts from 
5 to 6 hours. It does not allay hunger, but on 
the contrary creates appetite. A person under the 
effeetB of bhang will eat more than usual. There 
are no after-effects, so to speak, resembling those 
of charas or ganja ; but if the bhang drinker does 
not take his usual quantum at the stated hour, he 
does feel an uneasiness and a longing, and he can¬ 
not eat his food properly, as it seems distasteful, 

45. (a) The habitual moderate bhang drinking 
produces no noxious effects, but smoking charas and 
ganja makes a man physically and mentally feeble! 
It has no bad effects morally. 
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(h) Yes. 

(c) Yes. 

\d) Cause bronchitis and shortness o£ breath, 

(i?) Yes, it does impair the moral sense or induce 
laziness. 

( f) My idea is that it does deaden the intellect, 
and it will produce temporary insanity in very 
excessive smokers. To me it appears the exciting 
cause. No such case has come under my observa¬ 
tion. Unknown, 

46. The excess quantity impairs the constitu¬ 
tion. It does ruin the digestion. The ganja and 
chains smokers generally suffer from bronchitis 
and shortness of breath. It does impair the moral 
sense, and does produce habits of laziness and im¬ 
morality. No such case of madness came under 
my notice. 

49. Bhang is used by the hakims as such. It 
is seldom used by prostitutes. 

50. Unknown. 

56. To increase intoxication in both, i.e., {a) 
and (£). 

57. Unknown. 

59. I questioned a man who came to me for 
treatment suffering from nyctalopia, and the cause 
was traced to ganja and charas smoking, which he 


was addicted to some three years back. There it 
no doubt that these drugs have a baneful effect on 
the human system and that they derange the con¬ 
stitution generally. It iB, in my opinion, a useless 
and expensive habit, acquired to no purpose. 
Among the labouring classes especially, the habit 
of bhang drinking and ganja smoking is the 
means of . robbing many families of the little neces¬ 
saries of life, and often the means of depriving 
them of food. If a coolie, (for instance, who is 
given to this practice, earns two annas in the day, 
he will, come what may, spend the half of it on 
charas and bhang. Then, on the remaining anna 
I ask, how is he to feed his hungry little ones. 
Therefore it is my belief that a restriction put on 
sale of these drugs, allowing a man to purchase 
them for medicinal purposes only, or by raising the 
price so that it will not come within the reach of 
the poor will benefit the masses. The habit of 
consuming any of these drags is doing more harm 
than good to the people of India, and it has come 
under my notice that in very nearly every case of 
murder, rape and robbery these drags have been 
employed with the admixture of dhatura and ad¬ 
ministered to the victims before the deed, and it is 
my opinion that the free sale of these drags is an 
accessojy to crime. 


2k. Evidence of IFr. S. M. Kaka, Medical Officer of Health, Karachi. 


1. As a medical practitioner of eleven years* 
standing and as medical officer of health, I have had 
some opportunities of becoming acquainted with 
hemp drags and their effects, especially in Karachi. 
My answers will mainly have reference to the city. 

2. These definitions may mainly be accepted as 
correct: flat variety of ganja is tne most common, 
bhang is known as subzi, chilti, thandai or thadul 
(cooling drink), sai, abo, booti, punga (weak bhang). 
Charas is spoken of as bharaga. Ganja is, so far 
as I am aware, known as ganja. 

16. Bhang may bo prepared by the people in 
their houses. I fancy it can be prepared from the 
hemp plant wherever grown. I do not think 
ganja and charas can be prepared from the wild 
plant wherever grown. 

19. Ganja and charas are smoked generally- 
Religious fakirs, gosains, and persons following 
in their wake often eat a powder made of ganja 
and rock-salt or sugar. This method of eating 
ganja is very common, I believe, throughout the 
.province, the fakirs carrying a certain amount of 
powder during travelling, or when they pass from 
one district to another to worship their shrines. 

20. Hindus mainly 6moke ganja, Muhamadans 
charas. Roughly speaking, 1 in 1,000 smoke charas 
and 1 in 2,500 ganja. 

21. Flat gauja is preferred. 

22. Foreign charas is used, imported from Cen¬ 
tral Asia through Amritsar and Loodhiana. 

23. I do not know if bhang is used for smoking. 

24. Hindus are the chief consumers of bhang. 
It is, so far as I know, only drunk. Roughly, 1 
Hindu in every 250 drinks bhang. The propor¬ 
tion in the case of Muhammadans is 1 in 1,000 or 
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26. Bhang 

• 

• 

. 800 

200 

Charas 

• 

• 

, 750 

250 

Ganja 

• 

« 

. 750 

250 


27. The consumers of all the hemp drugs are 
derived from the poorer classes mainly. Bhang is 
indulged in by the rich. Low company mainly 
leads to the practice. 

28. Habitual moderate consumers— 

Bhang . 4 to 1 tola, price i to 4 anna. 

Charas . 1 massa „ J „ 

Ganja . * tola „ j „ 

Habitual excessive consumers— 

Bhang , 1 to 2 tolas, price 4 to 1 anna. 

Charas • 4 tola „ 3 annas. 

Ganja . 1 „ 2 „ 

29. Ordinary ingredients added to bhang are 
popjy seeds, black pepper, cardamons. The ordinary 
majum of the bazar is prepared by macerating 
bhang in water and adding ghee. The mixture 
is boiled. The ghee extract is separated, sweetened, 
and flavoured and coloured and allowed to cake in 
flat dishes. 

Yunani hakims prescribe a majum containing 
mace, myrobylans of all kinds, senna, ginger, musk, 
almonds, pistachio nuts, opium (in the proportion 
of 1 tola of each to the seer of bhang), the basis 
being honey, syrup, or molasses. The majum itf 
said to improve digestion, keep the prim# via in 
order, give a general tone to the system, and to 
act as an aphrodisiac. 

Dhatura is used as an adulterant by retail 
vendors of prepared bhang. Many consumers of 
bhang are opium eaters. Very rarely opium is 
mixed with bhang. Some butchers in Karachi 
use the two together with a view to increase virile 
power and prolong sexual intercourse. 

Ordinary bhang massala of the bazar contains 
poppy and hemp seeds, sugar, black pepper, carda¬ 
mons, almonds, rose petals, water-melon seeds, and 
coriander, mace, and nutmeg are added in the oold 
water. Sometimes bhang is prepared in milk, 

80. The drugs are chiefly consumed in company. 
Bhang may be drank in solitude; but charas and 
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ganja are mainly if not invariably, smoked in 
company. The drags are chiefly consumed by 
males. Th^proportion of consumers appear to be 
greatest between the ages of 16 and 80 than at 
other ages. Females and children do not usually 
indulge in them. Prostitutes may use the drugs 
in one form or another. Females in the interesting 
condition and children are given bhang "by their 
relations to induce sleep. I have seen a few 
children 7 and 8 years old and boys from 10 to 
14 smoking charas and ganja. 

31. The habit of consuming the drags is easily 
formed. It is difficult to break off the habit in 
the cases of ganja and charas chiefly. There is a 
greater tendency for the moderate habit to develop 
into the excessive in the case of young adults 
moving chiefly in bad company, In the ease of 
bhang and ganja the habit develops into the 
excessive after a comparatively greater length of 
time than in the case of charas. 

32. During the hot weather months the Hindug 
leave in various parts of the city earthenware pots 
containing weak bhang. Bhang is also called 
Shiva booti, because it was the favourite drink of 
Shiva, and on the holiday Shivaratra the above 
practice of allowing people to drink bhang from 
pots placed in various parts of the town is usually 
followed. The custom is not a strictly religious 
one. At Hindu weddings it is usual to offer visit¬ 
ors and friends bhang; but it is quite optional for 
them to drink it or not. The consumption can be 
generally regarded as temperate. It is usual for 
those who have already acquired the habit to con¬ 
sume bhang at such times and places. 

83. The better class of Hindus and Muham¬ 
madans regard the consumption, especially of ganja 
and charas, with great aversion and disgust. They 
oonsider the indulgence a vice, knowing that the 
drags will be the ultimate ruin and degradation of 
the individuals consuming them; and if they have 
a friend or relation, they will feel ashamed to have 
any connection with him, and try to dissuade him 
from indulging in any of the drags. 

84. It would not be a serious privation to the 
consumers, even in the case of bhang, to forego the 
consumption, except perhaps in the case of habitual 
excessive consumers whose minds and bodies are 
enslaved to either ganja or charas. They might 
suffer from mental excitement if the drags were 
completely withheld. 

In a population of 100,000 there would be 
roughly 4,000 bhang drinkers and 1,000 each of 
ganja and charas smokers. 

35. It might be feasible to prohibit the use of 
charas and probably ganja. The former can be pre¬ 
vented from being imported. The growth of the 
plants can be restricted. The sale of the drugs, ex¬ 
cept by chemists, ean he rendered penal, and the con¬ 
sumers, except under medical advice, can be made 
liable to punishment. 

The prohibition I do not fancy would cause any 
serious discontent; neither do I think that any 
discontent would amount to a political danger. I 
do not consider that prohibition would be followed 
by recourse to alcoholic stimulants. 

36. I have no reason to believe that alcohol is 
now being to a certain extent substituted for ganja 
and charas. The better class of Hindus who have 
of late taken to alcohol may give up bhang for 
brandy, 

37. Charas smoking produces almost instan¬ 
taneous effects, ganja smoking some time after¬ 
wards i whereas the drinking of bhang produces 


effects gradually and after a greater length of 
time. 

39. The smoking of ganja and charas I con¬ 
sider more harmful to the system than the drink¬ 
ing of bhang or even the eating of ganja, for the 
reason that there is absorption, both rapid and in 
large quantities, of the deleterious cannabis into 
the system, 

40. Yunani hakims generally prescribe bhang 
to alleviate pain as in orchitis, in which bhang 
soaked in water and mixed with nux vomica is 
applied to the teste6. In neuralgic affections of 
the eyes bhang is both applied and instilled. Weak 
bhang is given internally in gonorrhcea. It is 
also prescribed, mixed with curds, in dysentery. 

Bhang and a pill containing ganja and black 
pepper are also given to prolong coitus. 

I do not know if charas is prescribed, by any 
class of native doctors. I cannot say that any 
of the drugs are used in cattle disease. 

41. I do not consider the moderate use of ganja 
and charas to be beneficial in any way. 

Bhang may be taken as a digestive, a cupful 
of weak bhang being taken immediately or a 
little before meals by moderate habitual consumers. 

42. I certainly consider the moderate habitual 
use of ganja and charas to be harmful .—vide an¬ 
swer to questions 45 and 46. 

43. Usually they are. 

44. The immediate effects in the case of bhan» 
are cooling and refreshing, but subsequently, and 
in the case of charas and ganja immediately; a 
sensation of warmth, with general dryness and 
heaviness of the head, and intoxication result. 
Bhang creates appetite. Ganja and charas do 
so in the case of beginners. It is not uncommon 
for the moderate consumer of either of the two 
latter drags to forget his food, although if once 
he starts eating he may do so ravenously. The 
effects in the ease of bhang last on the average 
from 2£ to 4 hours ; in the ease of ganja and 
charas from 4 to 5 or 6 hours. I do not know 
if moderate habitual indulgence in bhang produces 
any special after-effects. Unpleasant after-effects 
are not uncommon among ganja and charas 
smokers, characterised by languor, yawning, idle¬ 
ness and general weakness. The want of subse¬ 
quent indulgence produces a craving to a greater 
extent in the eases of ..charas- and ganja than in 
the case of bhang. 

45 and 46. The habitual moderate use of ganja 
and charas acts injuriously upon the constitution 
physically, mentally, and morally ; more so the 
excessive indulgence of all the hemp drugs. 

Hemp drags chiefly act upon the brain, produc¬ 
ing pleasurable excitement and intoxication with 
hallucinations. The individual, fancying himself 
in paradise, is happy and contented with himself 
and his surroundings. He laughs, sings, libidin¬ 
ous ideas are frequent in his head ; the appetite 
is at first increased. These sensations are followed 
by sleep. 

The pleasurable sensations and hallucinations 
lead to constant indulgence, and in large doses 
of the drugs; the pleasing sehsations become 
gradually less marked, the individual remaining 
in a state of stupor. He becomes anaemic, pale, 
dusky in hue, debilitated, the eyesight fails, the 
eyelids droop; bronchitis, and especially asthma, 
are noticed in habitual consumers,chiefly of charas; 
the appetite fails; the individual becomes sluggish 
idle, suffers from forgetfulness, the mind deterio¬ 
rates, the person does not attend- bis work regularly, 
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does it by fits and starts, and ultimately leaves 
it off. Persons of the labouring and artisan classes 
turn beggars and fakirs, infesting mosques, burial 
grounds and the like. Thorough physical and 
mental debasement ensues. Excessive venery and 
prolonged sexual intercourse, leading to ultimate 
impotence are common. Religious mania and 
dementia may follow. 

There is also evidence to show that hemp drags 
produce acute mania with homicidal violence, acute 
melancholia with attempted suicide, and chronic 
dementia. Persons have also been known to have 
run amuck with or without motive. 

The insanity is temporary in the case of acute 
mania generally. I know of a young Muhammadan 
who had to be kept under restraint, having be¬ 
come the subject of acute mania from habitual 
excessive indulgence in the drag. He is now well; 
but still infests burial grounds to indulge in the 
poison in large doses. 

In eases where dementia supervenes recovery is 
not probable ; both my cases are still dementic. 
I do not know of any typical symptoms when 
persons become insane from indulgence in hemp 
drugs. 

In the cases known to me, so far as I was able 
to make out, there was no mental anxiety or brain 
disease leading to indulgence in ehavas. I do not 
know of any evidence to indicate that insanity may 
often tend to indulgence in the use of hemp drags 
by a person who is deficient in self-control through 
weakened intellect. 

48. I know of only one instance in which the 
whole family (sweeper caste) indulge in chains in 
large doses. 

49. Hemp drags are used for their aphro¬ 
disiac properties. Prostitutes also use them for 
this reason. Often the drugs are indulged in 
because they prolong sexual coitus. The strain 
upon the nervous system is sure to increase the 
evil effects of the drags. I cannot say that the 
moderate use of hemp drags tends to produce 
impotence. 

50. Habitual excessive use tends to produce 
impotence. 

51. The habitual moderate consumers, chiefly 
of chains, are bad characters, loafers, vagabonds, 
thieves, shop lifters, etc. 

53. Yes, cases have been recorded. 

54. Yes. 

55. Yes, complete stupefaction can be induced 
without admixture. 

Oral evidence. 

Question l.—l passed in 1882, and was Travel¬ 
ing Analyst for Government up to 1884, and was 
Lecturer in Hyderabad (Sind) Medical School, and 
practised privately. I have practised in Karachi 
since 1884. I was appointed Health Officer in 
1889. Since then my duties have left me little 
time for practice. I have no special experience in 
insanity. My answers are based partly on personal 
experience and partly on reliable information The 
answers dealing with effects are mainly based on 
personal experience, chiefly during the last four 
years. They refer exclusively to the town of 
Karachi, not to any experience I have had in the 
country. My study 0 f the subject may be re¬ 
garded as confined to the town of Karachi. I have 
had my attention specially directed to this subject 
by receiving the questions of the Commission, 
lierore that I gave this no more attention than 
other medical subjects. 


Question 29 —I have been shown the seeds of 
dhatura in a small bag in the shop of a vendor, and 
he told me he used them to mix with bhang. The 
result is that the mixture is stronger without in¬ 
creasing the cost. He did not give me the propor¬ 
tion of dhatura used. I understood that he gene¬ 
rally used it. I have not ascertained whether this 
is done * by any other vendor. Tiie seeds were 
pounded up with the bhang which is kept ready 
for drinking. When I got this question, I made 
enquiries and found out this man. I do not think 
the practice is general. I visited several shops, 
but could not obtain further information. I know 
of no other way in which dhatura is mixed with 
hemp drugs. Nor do I know of any other power¬ 
ful drags (such as opium) being so used. There 
are many shops (I should say more than six) selling 
made-up liquid bhang in Karachi. The consumer 
would not know that there was dhatura in his 
bhang drink unless he were told. 

Question 30 .—It is rare for such young children 
to use the drags; but I have seen it. They are 
generally poor low Muhammadans. The debauchee 
parent gives the drug to the child. 

Question 34 .—My statement about the possibi¬ 
lity of mental excitement from deprivation of the 
drag is purely matter of opinion. It has no basis 
in experience. 

Questions 45 and 46 .—The effects here described 
(after paragraph 1) refer to both moderate and ex¬ 
cessive use in part. It is difficult to draw a defi¬ 
nite line between moderate and excessive use. 
They merge into one another. But generally speak¬ 
ing the results from paragraph 3 onwards are of 
excessive use, though with some constitutions the 
moderate use might cause them. 

I base my remarks on personal experience. I 
have visited the haunts of tho mawalis (or debau¬ 
chees). I have followed out some of these cases 
(seen in these haunts) and made definite enquiry 
regarding them. Some were persons I had known 
before. There are four eases of insanity which I 
have specially watched, and «f which I know the 
details, I have dealt with none of them profes¬ 
sionally. I have enquired into them with the 
object of bringing them before the notice of the 
Commission. I believe I have enquired into the 
history of these cases as carefully as T should have 
done had they been before me professionally. I 
had formed no opinion as to the evil of the drags. 
A Sub-Inspector of nuisances under me showed me 
the eases. None of them had been in the asylum. 
They were all Muhammadans. Three of them 
have no relations; and one has a mother and 
brother. I understand that they were once all 
earning an honest livelihood, hut became wrecks by 
the use of the drags. There are three still at 
Karachi; one has gone. These three are still 
insane. I never knew any of these men before this 
inquiry. They were only shown to me in the 
course of this inquiry, and I enquired into their 
cases. 

A, a Muhammadan, 24 years of age, commenced 
smoking charas at the age of 16. His mother and 
brother are both alive and told me so. They said 
that he got into the habit by associating with the 
mawalis, who resort to burial grounds to smoke. 
He also told me himself in his lucid intervals. He 
was a working man. I do not know his occupa¬ 
tion. He got into bad company and left off work 
completely. This was at least three years ago, at 
least a year before his first attack. I am told he 
had an attack of acute mania two years ago, which 
lasted six months, during which time he was kept 
in restraint. He was not treated but was cured. 
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He resumed his old habits and had a relapse five 
days before I left for Bombay to appear here. He 
had apparently purposely lighted his mattress and 
burned himself in a fit of madness on the Sunday 
before my departure (which was last Thursday), 
I saw him the next day. He was then incoherent 
and confused. I saw that both his legs were 
burned. My Sub-Inspector knew he had been mad 
six months, as stated above. I don’t know whether 
this company, in whieh this man was, had other 
vices or not. They were associated because they 
were all bad characters, birds of a feather; but I 
cannot say that it wa6 an association for charas 
smoking. They are not spirit drinkers. They 
may have been given to sexual excess; very pro¬ 
bably this man was. I have never seen any one 
smoke dhatura. I did not ask whether they used 
it, The man’s father is dead. I do not know 
what he died of. The mother said there was no 
insanity in the family, I don’t know what was 
the condition of the boy when he began the drug ; 
but I was told he was healthy. That information 
is reliable, I think. This is a case of mania. He 
was introduced to me as a case of insanity which 
had occurred eighteen months ago; and I enquired 


into the case from him and saw the mother as well. 
I did not enquire into heredity in the sense of go¬ 
ing back any generations, I simply asked the 
mother if there was insanity in the family; and she 
said “ no.” The use of the drag in this case may 
have been both the exciting and predisposing cause. 
That is, the effects of the drag predisposed the 
patient to the insanity which was subsequently set 
up by the drug. 

I have had no experience in inquiries into in¬ 
sanity. I think it may have been a defect in my 
inquiiy not to go fully into heredity; possibly also 
not to enquire into dhatura, which I believe may 
cause insanity. I also think that sexual excess 
may be a cause of insanity ; but I had not consi¬ 
dered this, I had not excluded all other causes ; 
but I still think that charas smoking was the cause 
of insanity. This is the case of the Muhammadan 
referred to in the sixth paragraph of my printed 
anBwer, 

The inquiries into the other three cases are simi¬ 
lar in their conditions. I could hardly obtain as 
full information in them as in this case; for there 
were no relatives. 


25. Evidence of Makhdum Dost Mohammed Makedum Fazul Mohammed, 

Zamindar, Bubak, Karachi. 


1. I have no personal experience. I do not take 
bhang, etc. I make the following statement from 
inquiries made from other persons. 

2. The names given here are the same as those 
which I am accustomed to. 

3. Bhang is cultivated in abundance in Bubak, 
taluka Sehwan, district Karachi, but does not grow 
spontaneously. 

4. In this province this name alone is known) 
and no other name. 

5. This question is not applicable to Sind. 

6. The wild plant does not grow here. Nor have 
I seen it. 

7. Bhang is cultivated in Sind. 

(a) Ganja is not prepared in Sind, 

(S) Charas is not prepared in Sind, 

(c) The hemp plant is used for bhang in Sind. 

(d) It is not cultivated for its fibres, but for 
its seeds and for the drink which is made from 
it. It is abundant in Tapa Bubak. 

8. The cultivated area is neither increasing nor 
decreasing. It is stationary, 

9. The land is first irrigated, then ploughed, then 
seeds are scattered over it; when the crop grows to 
some height, it is cleared of weeds and manured. 
This procedure continues till it grows knee-high; 
afterwards, before it grows to its complete height, 
the male plants are cut off. After arriving at its 
proper height it produces seeds. The stalks are 
then reaped and spread out to dry. The stalks are 
beaten, and then they are separated from the leaves 
by winnowing. The seeds are reserved for planting 
again and the bhang is sold to farmers. 

10. Hemp cultivators form no special class, 
They are of the same class as other agricut ural 
cultivators. 

11. This is not applicable to this province. 

12. I know nothing about this, and no one in 
this province knows where it is prepared. 

18. There is none in this province. I do not 
voi. vij. 


know anything of it in the place where it is pro¬ 
duced. 

14. About 4,000 maunds of bhang only are pro¬ 
duced in Bubak, taluka Sehwan. 

15. The mode of cultivating bhang is shown in 
my answer to question 9, but the wild hemp plant 
does not grow here. It is neither smoked nor eaten 
in Sind. So I cannot give the required difference. 

16. It is prepared in houses and fields and can 
be prepared wherever it is cultivated. I know 
nothing about the wild bhang. 

17. Hindus cultivate and prepare bhang. 

18. I know nothing of charas and ganja, but 
bhang deteriorates by keeping long. It loses its 
effect in course of time. It keeps good for twelve 
months, after which it gets weak; after two years 
it loses all its effects. There is no special measure 
taken to prevent deterioration. 

19 ; Note .—As ganja and charas are not prepared 
in this province, the difference cannot be shown. 

It is used for smoking and is imported from other 
countries. 

20. No special class of people drinks or smokes 
it. People of all classes are habituated to it and 
use it. Thefe'^ana* of Hindus and dairas (inns) of 
Mussulmans are the principal places where it is used. 

21 and 22. I do not know. 

23. Bhang is not used here for smoking, so I 
can give no particulars. 

24. (a) Bhang is not eaten. 

(J) It is drunk. 

No special places are appointed and no special 
class use it. People buy it from the licensed shops 
and use it. 

25. It is now increasing; formerly people were 
more religious, now they are losing all their scru¬ 
ples. Formerly people had great fear under Mu¬ 
hammadan rale, but now being habituated to the 
use of hemp drags, the number is increasing. 

26. No accurate information can be obtained re¬ 
garding these. 

2s 
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27. Generally fakirs use intoxicating drags. 
Bhang is the root of all hemp drugs. First people 
learn bhang drinking, thence they are led on to 
take other drugs. 

28. (a) Habitual moderate consumers of bhang 
spend | anna daily, and excessive drinkers drink 
bhang to £ of a seer daily. 

(a) Moderate bhang consumers drink 2 tolas. 

(5) Excessive bhang consumers consume 8 tolas, 

29. I do not know. 

81. The habit of drinking bhang is easily con¬ 
tracted, and it leads to excess, and then it is diffi¬ 
cult to break off the habit. It would not be diffi¬ 
cult to prohibit it in the case of beginners at the 
habit. 

82. None of these drags is allowed under the 
Mussalman law. But among Hindus certain reli¬ 
gious fakirs use bhang and consider it lawful. 

83. The use of these drags is generally regarded 
as bad, and generally their use is in disrepute. 
For a man when intoxicated loses his senses. I do 
not know it positively, but I do not think any sect 
worships the hemp plant. 

84. At first there will be much inconvenience, 
but giving it up will cause no injury, for the in¬ 
toxicating drug does not satisfy hunger; it only 
gives temporary relief. I cannot give the exact 
numbers, but many fakirs would be inconvenienced. 

85. Prohibition could be effected by Government 
if an Act were passed prohibiting the use of any 
of these drags. Such a prohibition will at first 
cause discontent among the consumers, but such 
discontent would subside. It would involve loss 
of revenue to Government. The prohibition would 
not be followed by recourse being had to alcoholic 
stimulants, etc. I cannot, however, speak with 
confidence. 

36 and 87. I do not know, 

38 and 39. I could not obtain any information 
on this point. 

40. This drug is not prescribed as necessary by 
Greek physicians, nor should I think of prescrib¬ 
ing it generally. 

41. The habitual use is not beneficial in its effect, 
but the occasional use gives a temporary benefit. 
I am speaking only of bhang. 

42. Bhang, if moderately used, is not injurious, 
but ganja and charas are injurious. For the in¬ 


toxicating effects of bhang are less than those of 
the other two. 

48. No. 

44. It is refreshing. It produces intoxication. 
It creates appetite. Its effects last for 8 hours. 
It produces longing if it cannot be obtained, 

45. (About bhang alone.) It produces physical 
energy. It'produces noxious effects in morality. 
At first the appetite is lost. It produces habits of 
immorality and debauchery. 

It may deaden the intellect. It does not produce 
asthma. It produces temporary insanity in many 
cases. I know nothing more. 

46. I do not know, 

47. I have never heard of its being hereditary, 
and no effects are visible in the children of parents 
who consume it. 

48. I cannot get sufficient information. 

49. I have no experience. Prostitutes do use it. 
It is commonly known that excessive use of it for 
that purpose ends by destroying manly power, 

50. I cannot obtain any information. 

51. One who has experience will be able to say. 
It is the root of all vice. 

52. I do not know. 

53. It is veiy probable that it leads to the com¬ 
mission of offences. 

54. One occasionally hears so. 

55. It may be so. 

56. I cannot say anything about it. 

57. I do not know. 

58 and 59. I cannot say any thing about it. 

60 and 61. It is not produced in this province. 

62. The control exercised by Government on the 
cultivation of bhang is sufficient. 

63 and 64. I have no objections. 

65. I cannot say anything about it. 

66. I do not know. 

67. T cannot say anything. 

68. There are snch shops, and they are licensed. 
I cannot say anything further, 

69. The wishes of the people are not consulted, 
nor do I think it necessary that public opinion 
should be considered. 

70. I do not know. 


26. Evidence of Seth Vishindas Nihalchand, Zamindar, Merchant , and Con¬ 
tractor, Manjoo, Karachi. 


1. I have an experience of thirty-five years. And I 
am a zamindar, contractor, and merchant, My 
tenants cultivate bhang in certain portions of my 
land. Many classes of people work under me, among 
whom there are many consumers of hemp drags, 
and I observe their habits of smoking and drinking. 
I have experience of tikanas, dhararasalas, dewaras, 
madhis, and otaras, where these drags are exten¬ 
sively used, and of persons using them in the above 

f laces and of the consequences resulting from them, 
'akirs and saints (religious devout persons) are 
often my guests. I have observed them using 
these drags, and gained experience from personal 
observations. Except on rare occasions, I have one 
or two physicians always working under me, who 
treat those persons whom I employ under me, and 
other physicians are often my guests. I have 


gathered some information from them too. More¬ 
over, I have gathered this information from observ¬ 
ing the habits of consumers of these drags in my 
village and in other towns and from enquiries from 

others, 

2, Dr. Prain’s report that in India three narcotic 
articles are obtained from hemp is correct, and the 
modes of preparing them as detailed by him are 
also generally true. But in addition to the mww 
of bhang given by him, it is known by other names 
also, as the plant of Shiva, sai, akoi. But these 
names are not given to the dry leaves of the plant, 
as mentioned by Dr, Prain. The names sai' and 
sabzi are given to the pounded and wet leaves of 
bhang. But the names akoi, pali, and Shiva, plant 
are given to the dry leaves of the plant; Shiva 
plant and siddhi nave the same signification; 
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bhangro is produced from the hemp plant. Dr. 
Pram's words “whether cultivated or not culti¬ 
vated ” are not applicable. The words “ standing 
or fallen” should be substituted. The mode of 
preparing charas, as described by Dr. Prain, is 
correct. The active principle of the hemp plant, 
when distilled, forms charas. The manufacturers of 
charas distil bhang, ganja and flowers very dexter¬ 
ously, and prepare charas out of it. Charas is 
formed in balls, but it is not prepared in Sind; but 
prepared charas is imported into Sind for use 1 here 
from the Punjab and Kandahar. Merchants send 
for it for trade purposes, It is correct. Ganja 
consists of the dried flowering tops of cultivated 
female hemp plants, The female hemp plant does 
not produce seeds. Dr. Prain is wrong in saying 
that the formation of seeds is prevented by the 
destruction of all the male plants, that is to say, 
the cultivated male plant does not produce seeds. 
The varieties of ganja as manufactured from the 
hemp plant, and the modes of their preparation and 
their varieties as given by Dr, Prain, are correct. 
These varieties are made in the manner described. 
But all these varieties are not prepared in Sind, but 
are imported into Sind for consumption here from 
Cutch and Sholapur, Barsee, and other places. 
Merchants send for them for trade purposes. In 
addition to the above, another variety of ganja is 
prepared from the hemp plant in Sind. The tops 
are called ghundis. These ghundis in size are 
equal to 6mall ears of corn. These ghundis are 
smoked as ganja by many people. Their intoxicat¬ 
ing effects are the same as that of ganja, but a 
little less, and they are called ghundi ganja. 

The different names by which these products are 
known in Sind are given above. 

8. The hemp plant grows spontaneously only in 
the Kohistan part of Sind. It grows there because 
of the heavy rainfall. Kohistan is a mountainous 
tract on the western side of the districts of Karachi 
and Shikarpur. But in Kohistan the wild plant 
grows in certain tracts only and not everywhere. 
Moreover, in any damp place or on the edges of 
hollows, where rain water lodges, and in other places 
seeds of the hemp plant accidentally thrown or left 
there by bhang drinkers, who may have pounded 
the leaves and drunk it there, spring up when any 
rain falls on them; but these scattered plants are 
often eaten by cattle. 

4. (1) Bhang, (2) patti, (3) sabzi, (4) sai, (5) 
siddhi, (6) Shiva plant, (7) akoi—all these names 
apply to the same plant. But the hill plant which 
grows spontaneously is called akoi. 

5. I have had no opportunity of observing these 
circumstances. 

6. The wild plant grows scattered, and not as 
dense as the cultivated bhang, the reason being 
cultivated bhang is irrigated and gets all the water 
that it requires, whereas the wild bhang gets no 
certain supply of water. 

7. In Sind the hemp plant is cultivated— 

(а) to produce ghundi ganja; 

(б) not for the production of charas j 

(e) for use as bhang; 

{d) for fibres and seeds. 

The fibres are called hemp sinee (fibres). 

The hemp plant is cultivated in all parte and 
districts of Sind. 

But charas is hot made from the Sind hemp 
plant for sale as charas ; but in cases in which 
fakirs cannot get charas, they prepare charas from 
it and use it themselves, 
vol. vii. 


8. There has been an inrease in the area under 
hemp cultivation. The reasons are that population 
has increased. 

9. At first the land is ploughed, cleared of 
weeds, and then manured. If it is new land it is 
manured. Seed is then scattered over it and it is 
watered. The plants attain full growth in four- 
months, after which they are reaped and spread 
out to dry in places set apart for the purpose. Then 
the plants are beaten, and the leaves and seeds are 
separated and the stalks are thrown away. The 
smaller ghundis are mixed with bhang, and the big 
ghundis are separated and kept apart to be used as 
ganja. The stalks are steeped in water for about 
15 days, after which they are taken out, and then 
they begin to yield fibres. A certain quantity of 
seed is kept for use for sowing for next crop. The 
rest is kept for sale, etc. Those who plant these 
plants for their own consumption do so on the 
edges of watercourses and use the bhang among 
themselves. They sometimes draw out fibres from 
the stalks, out of which they prepare cords and 
ropes for their cattle. 

10. The cultivators of the hemp plant do not 
belong to any special class. They are of the same 
class as other agricultural cultivators. 

11. They are not raised from the seed of the 
wild hemp. It iB not customary to cultivate plants 
for the production of ganja. 

12. Not in Sind, so I have learnt from inquir¬ 
ies. It appears that the wild plant is cultivated 
to produce ganja. The tops of the wild plant form 
ghundi ganja, which, however, is not used in trade. 

13. The cultivation of the hemp plant for 
bhang or ganja is restricted in Sind to the follow¬ 
ing extent. 

The cultivator cannot plant it without the per¬ 
mission of the Revenue Officers. This restriction 
extends to the whole of Sind. No district is free. 
Even with restrictions the cultivation is common to all 
districts with the permission of Revenue Officers. But 
those cultivators who have no intention of cultivating 
it for sale purposes do so along with other cultiva¬ 
tion and consume its produce (whether ganja, or 
bhang, or ghundi) for their own use. They pre¬ 
pare ropes out of the fibres of the hemp, and use 
those ropes for tying their cattle. The cultiva¬ 
tion of the plant for such purposes is not restricted. 
There is no part of Sind in which hemp plant can¬ 
not be cultivated. All the lands used for agricul¬ 
ture can be used for cultivating hemp. Some 
lands might produce abundant bhang and others 
scanty bhang. I have had no opportunity of en¬ 
quiring into the special conditions of climate, soil, 
rainfall, elevation above sea level, etc. 

14. In Sind all the three products are prepared, 
but bhang is prepared to a considerable extent ; 
while ganja is prepared in small quantities, and 
charas in small quantities. Still bhang is prepared 
from the plant in all places ; ghundi ganja is pi e- 
pared in small quantities, but charas is not, 

15. (1) Bhang ,—Some persons eat raw leaves; 
others break the leaves in their hands and then eat 
them. The effects of these are equally intoxi¬ 
cating ; but these modes are resorted to by wild 
people and persons addicted greatly to intoxicating 
drugs and they are greatly intoxicated by those 
processes. The ordinary process is to clear it of 
weeds, soak it in water, wash it well, then to pound 
it, mix water with it, sift it through piece of cloth, 
and then drink it > some drink thin, and others 
thick bhang. The refuse is called jog. Some 
poor men eat the jog in order to become intoxi¬ 
cated ; and bhang pounded and mixed with water 

2 r 2 
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and thick in appearance is called pounded bhang, 
and bhang so prepared is then called pang a. 
Pounded bhang mixed with water and sifted, 
whether thick or thin, is by Hindus called sukho. 
The Mussulmans also call it by the same name; 
some call it sai; others call it pounded plant. 
This is the process which is most commonly 
adopted. The seeds and leaves of the plant are 
used as medicines in many diseases. It would be 
tedious to enumerate all; but suffice it to say that 
majums (stimulating preparations) are made from 
it. 

(2) Ganja.— The ghundiganja which is prepared 
in Sind is pounded and drunk in the same way as 
described above, and is also smoked as ganja is. 
Glmndis are distilled, and the essence is used as 
charas by some fakirs. But no charas is prepared 
in Sind for trade purposes. The processes given 
above can be distinguished. 

16. Bhang is not generally prepared in houses, 

but if people want it they can do so in their houses, 
and some do so. Bhang can be prepared wherever 
the plant is standing. Ghundi ganja can be 
prepared wherever the wild plant grows, and is 
smoked to pass the time. But charas requires 
some skill to prepare it. 1 

17. In Sind no special classes of people make 
these preparations. 

18. All the three drags deteriorate by keeping 
long. They keep good for the first six months after 
harvesting and produce intoxication. In the next 
six months their intoxicating effects diminish; after 
twelve months ganja and charas generally lose 
their effect, and they are not used except in rare 
cases. After the lapse of twelve months the 
intoxicating effects of bhang also diminish; but 
such bhang is very willingly used by well-to-do 
persons. According to physicians in Sind the 
effects of old bhang are cooling, and it is beneficial 
in cases of syphilis, and old bhang is very useful 
in other diseases, which are produced by excessive 
heat. These drags can keep good longer if they 
are not much exposed. There is no means of pre¬ 
venting deterioration. In my opinion, from ex¬ 
perience, I should say that all the products of the 
soil must grow old and lose their effect by time. 

19. In Sind ganja and charas are used for smok¬ 
ing only and for no other purpose. Nor have I 
learnt from enquiries made that they are used for 
any purpose other than smoking; but in excep¬ 
tional cases, where it is difficult to get bhang, 
persons addicted to these drags pound and drink 
ganja in place of bhang. This is rather an excep¬ 
tion than a rale. Therefore no accurate estimate 
can be made. 

20. Persons of all classes smoke ganja and 
charas; but some classes, a limited portion of them, 
use it in moderation, and others, and a considerable 
portion of them, use it extensively. I have had no 
occasion to enquire what portions of each class use 
ganja and charas. Persons of means smoke the 
drags in their houses, and poor Hindu persons 
smoke them in tikanas and dewaras, and Mussal- 
mans do so in otaras and dewai-as. In big towns 
they are smoked in special places established for the 
purpose. Besides there are charas and ganja 
houses, where poor persons and labourers can smoke 
the drugs on payment. But fakirs and labourers 
have charas and ganja always ready with them, 
and have also got handy the pipe in which they are 
smoked, so that they can use them wherever they 
feel inclined. 

21. Flat and round ganja produce similar effects, 
and they are equally popular. Chur ganja con¬ 
sists of pieces of ciumbs and is not liked. They 


are not used in different localities. Every kind of 
ganja is smoked in the same way. 

22. No charas is made in Sind for trade pur¬ 
poses. Generally foreign charas is used for sale pur¬ 
poses. One kind is imported from the Punjab and 
is much preferred, and the Kandahari charaB is less 
liked. 

23. Bhang is commonly used for drinking; but 
those who are strongly addicted to intoxicating 
drinks, such as Gooshees, Brohees, Pathans, Hindu 
and Mussalman fakirs smoke bhang mixed with 
tobacco when they eannot get ganja or charas for 
smoking|; but this practice is very rare. 

24. People of all classes in Sind drink bhang, 
and roaming Hindu fakirs and owners of tikanas 
and dharamsalas, and Mussalman fakirs at otaras, 
and about one-third of other classes drink it, 
Hindus drink it at appointed times as a religious 
drink or suTtho. Certain matoalis (persons strongly 
addicted to intoxicating drags) sometimes eat 
bhang. This has been touched upon in question 
15. Men first pound it, mix water with it, and 
sift and then drink it in the hot weather as a cool¬ 
ing drink. Persons of means mix almonds, suc¬ 
cory, aniseed, coriander, other seeds, and sugarcandy 
or sugar with it as stimulants, and pound all to¬ 
gether and drink tho mixture. And Mussalmans, 
although prohibited the use of bhang by their 
religion, often use it for its beneficial effects. 

25. The use of all the three drags is on the 
increase. The following reasons have, in my opin¬ 
ion, contributed to this fact 

(1) The population has increased. 

(2) The present generation is more fashionable 
and more showy than the last generation. 

(3) The use of liquor has also increased, and 
the contagion has spread to bhang drinkers too. 

26. Few persons eat bhang. This has been 
touched upon in question 15. 

28. (a) One-fourth of a tola of bhang per day. 

(6) From one tola to 20 tolas bhang. 

(«) Charas, and ganja. From quarter of a 
tola to 3 or 4 tolas per day daily. Cost to each 
cannot be estimated, for there are no uniform 
rates; hence the quantities alone are given. 

29. The following ingredients are mixed with 
bhang. By poor people aniseed, succory, and 
coriander, and such other cheap drags. By rich 
persons, in addition to the above, oily substances, 
sugarcandy, almonds, cardamons, and such other 
strengthening ingredients, all are pounded together 
and drank. But it is not customary to do so. The 
above ingredients are only mixed occasionally. 
Bhang seeds are always pounded with the leaves. 

Ganja and charas are smoked with tobacco; 
dhatura is not ordinarily mixed with bhang. 
Dhatura is a strong narcotic. Strong drinkers 
(who are very few), if they find that bhang and 
other ingredients do not produce sufficient intoxi¬ 
cation, drink and smoke dhatura; and fakirs too, 
who induce the people to give their charities, eat 
the raw leaves and pods of dhatura. This is done 
to gull the people into the belief that they are 
Sidhs, as they can eat raw dhatura without injury. 
Bhang, if mixed with dhatura and drank, produces 
excessive intoxication, and a man in that state 
loses all consciousness and all sense. Dhatura is a 
strong narcotic, but it has no connection with hemp 
drugs. 

80. All details about the consumption of these 
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drags are given in question 28. The sukho drink, 
which is made from bhang, is used by all Hindus— 
men, women, and boys, young and old ; but on all 
those occasions which are mentioned in question 32, 
and under other circumstances also, pounded bhang 
is drunk by old men in moderate quantities, less by 
youth, and still less by boys and women—in fact, 
very rarely by women. All classes drink it, and it 
is used as a sleeping dose in the case of infants. 

31. Those persons who take them occasionally 
for their beneficial results never contract habits of 
excess. Those who always take them for their 
benefits fall into habits of excess. But even these 
can break off the habit if they do not find them 
beneficial. They can do so if they are strong- 
minded, but those who are not of strong resolution 
cannot give up the habit. Labourers, if even 
habituated to the use of the drugs, cannot break it 
off; for if they do so, they cannot work with 
energy. Heavy drinkers and fakirs are convinced 
that these narcotics are beneficial, and they take 
them with pleasure. It will be difficult for such to 
break off the habit. 

Those who drink or smoke them as a luxury 
and as an aphrodisiac get into a habit, and as they 
cannot have sexual pleasure without taking them, 
they cannot leave them off. But it is not the 
case that the practice of consuming the drugs is 
daily increasing. They are only the foolish and 
dull-witted who get into a stronger habit by taking 
these as an aphrodisiac; and there are other wclU 
behaved persons who begin by taking a small 
quantity and stick to that quantity throughout. 
But those who take them as a luxury go on in¬ 
creasing the quantity, and at last lose all pleasure 
and sink into excesses. 

82. Bhang alone out of the three products is 
pounded, mixed with water, and sifted and then 
drank. This drink is called by Hindus sukho, 
and sugarcandy or sugar is often mixed with it. 
This sukho is used both for social and religious 
purposes, such as on marriage occasions, and at the 
meetings of panchayets, bands of religious singing 
parties, and on new and full moons, and on occa- 
sio.ns of removing to newly-built houses, and at 
betrothals : on these occasions the sukho is distri¬ 
buted to all men and boys present. It thus forms 
a social duty among Hindus to use bhang; besides 
it is prepared when the reading of the Granth (the 
holy book of Guru Nanak) is completed in tikanas, 
and also it is necessary to prepare sukho, and dis¬ 
tribute it on vigils and in madhis. SanyaBis call 
bhang the plant of Shiva (god), and use it as if 
bound by duty to do so. Such distributions are 
always moderate and never excessive. No one can 
get into a habit of drinking by following the above 
customs, and such occasional uses are never injurious, 
as very little is given to aufia (those who never 
take any narcotic), and they are bound to take 
something. 

33. The use of sukho is never considered bad, 
for it is only used in moderation, is religious, and 
otherwise beneficial. In my opinion bhang is a 
necessity, for it is used at most religious and social 
gatherings, and its moderate use' is beneficial. I 
do not think the use of bhang or charas or ganja 
is in disrepute. These narcotics are at any rate 
better than alcoholic drinks, as far I have seen the 
baneful effects of the latter. When such violent 
drinks as alcoholic drinks are in use, how can the 
use of these dragB (which are less expensive) be 
held in disrepute ? 

The hemp plant is not worshipped in Sind, but 
is called the plant of Shiva (god), andMussalmans 


who are prohibited the use of any narcotic call it 
the “ humble plant.” 

84. Habitual consumers would, indeed, be incon¬ 
venienced if they had to forego the use of any 
of these drugs.. It is a well-known fact, and it is not 
necessary to give any reasons for it. Yet I give 
some parallel cases. Persons habituated to use in 
heat will be. really enfeebled if they can get only 
jawari or bajri for food. When one's constitution 
| suffers by changing one kind of food for another, it 
is not likely that consumers of narcotic drugs 
would not be inconvenienced by breaking off the 
habit. I have had no opportunities of ascertaining 
the probable number of each class. 5 

35. The use of any of these drugs cannot be pro¬ 
hibited. The drag would be illicitly consumed. 
There is no likelihood of such a prohibition being 
enforced. The prohibition would undoubtedly occa¬ 
sion discontent among the consumers. Besides, it 
would cause so much loss of revenue to Govern¬ 
ment. The discontented would cause much dis¬ 
turbance, and would dislike the Government. The 
prohibition would not be followed by recourse to 
alcoholic drinks or other drags. There would be 
a great many complaints if the use were prohibited, 
and people would use it illicitly, which again would 
lead to the.commission of more offences. 

86. In my opinion alcohol is not used in sub¬ 
stitution of any of these drugs. If a drinker of 
bhang, after taking bhang and being well satisfied 
j with the intoxication it gives him, takes an alcoholic 
drink after it, he loses all pleasure in the bhang 
drink. 

Besides, alcoholic drinks are more expensive, and 
so they cannot be substituted for bhang drink. 
But bhang can safely and with less expense be sub¬ 
stituted for alcoholic stimulants, 

I 87. The effects of charas smoking are immediate; 
charas is moro heating than ganja. In Sind the 
number of charas smokers exceeds the number of 
ganja smokere. 

39. The effects of drinking bhang and smoking 
ganja and charas have already been given in the 
different answers above. 

40. Bhang is prescribed by Greek and Hindu 
physicians for its medicinal properties. In some 
diseases bhang is prescribed, in other its seeds, and 
in others again majum (a new preparation of 
bhang). Bhang is used in the treatment of cattle 
disease, and it is very beneficial in certain cases. 

41. The benefits of the moderate use of these 
drags are given below; bhang aids the powers of 
digestion, and so does ganja, and charas if taken in 
small quantities. 

All the three give staying-power in cases of severe 
exertion. Bhang is not strengthening during ex¬ 
posure and does not alleviate fatigue. Ganja and 
charas give staying-power • against exposure. 
Bhang is beneficial in hot weather. These drags 
serve the purposes mentioned in (e), but not in all 
cases. Phlegmatic constitutions would derive be¬ 
nefit from charas and ganja ; but bilious men 
would be benefited by bhang drinks. But in cases 
of phlegm and bile bhang is taken only by f akir s, 
middle class people and labourers, and not by rich 
men, who, in cases (a), (}) and (c), resort to other 
rich preparations. 

42. If not beneficial, it is harmless ; but if 
bhang be taken in winter and ganja and charas in 
summer without any necessity for them, they would 
probably be injurious. 

43. They appear to be inoffensive to their 
neighbour's. 
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44. It is refreshing. It does not allay hunger. 
It creates an ordinary appetite. The effects last 
until it is time to take the drugs again. Want of 
the drugs produces many ill-effects, such as sleep¬ 
lessness, yawning, loss of appetite, uneasiness, and 
longing. 

45. If taken for its benefits, it produces no 
noxious results, physical, mental or moral. It does not 
injure the digestion, does not cause dysentery, bron¬ 
chitis or asthma. It does not impair the moral 
sense, and induces no laziness, does not produce 
habits of immorality or debauchery. It does not 
deaden the intellect. It does not produce insanity. 

46. It injures the digestion, produces bronchitis 
and asthma (charas and ganja, but not bhang ); 
charas and ganja impair the moral sense, but not 
bhang. The two, if excessively used, produce laziness 
and habits of immorality and debauchery, but not 
bhang. All the three deaden the intellect. They 
do not produce insanity, but loss of consciousness 
during the time the intoxication lasts. Persons do 
drink bhang in order to obtain relief from mental 
anxiety. It is not insanity ; but it is loss of con¬ 
sciousness that often tends to indulgence in the use 
of hemp drags. 

47 and 48. It does not appear to be a hereditary 
habit, nor does it affect the children. 

49. Bhang is used as an aphrodisiac. It gives 
prolonged pleasure during copulation; similarly 
charas and ganja are used, but their effects are not 
prolonged, and after a short time they impair manly 
power. Prostitutes do use it. The use of bhang 
does not tend to produce impotence. 

50. Excessive use of bhang produces impoteney, 
and excessive use of these drags prevents all 
those benefits which ordinarily result from their 
moderate use, 

51. Some bad characters use these drags moder¬ 
ately, others U6e them excessively, some habi¬ 
tually and others occasionally for their benefits. 
The moderate use has no connection with crime in 
general or with crime of any special character ; but 


the excessive use has some connection with crime, 
in so far as intoxication deadens all moral sense 
and incites to the commission of offences. 

52. Answers to this question have been given in 
question 5. 

53. The excessive use of charas and ganja incites 
to unpremeditated crime, sometimes violent and 
sometimes otheiwise. It cannot incite to murder. 
Excessive consumers, when provoked while intoxi¬ 
cated, are incited to commit violent crime. But 
this is not applicable to bhang drinkers, for bhang 
induces quietness of temper. 

54. Some, very few, criminals do so, 

55. Criminals do so, but their victims are not so 
much stupefied as to give the criminals oppor* 
tunities to commit offences ; but if the drag is 
given in excessive quantities the victims will be 
stupefied. If the victims are habitual drinkers or 
smokers, they cannot be stupefied without mixing 
dhatura j but occasional consumers will be stupefied 
by moderate as well as excessive quantities. 

56. Bhang pounded and drank, unmixed with 
others, would produce dry and cold intoxication ; 
but if mixed with massalas, such as almonds, 
kernels, cardamoms, aniseed, succoiy, sugarcandy , ) 
and pepper, will produce wet and oily intoxication, 
that is, it will not produce dryness in the mouth, 
and, if mixed with ghee and milk, will strengthen 
the constitution. If dhatura is mixed with it, 
it would produce an unconscious state, in which one 
would prattle foolishly. I speak this from expe¬ 
rience. 

57. It is not usual to eat or drink ganja or 
charas in Sind. But in exceptional cases ganja is 
eaten and drank. Particulars regarding the above 
have been given in questions 19 and 38. But 
Aghorees, a sect of fakirs, eat ganja and charas, 

| dhatura and other poisonous drug6 and tobacco with¬ 
out any visible effects being produced on them. 

58. I cannot reply to questions from 58 to 70. 
Questions under this chapter can well be answered 
by Government officers and other interested persons. 


27. Evidence of the Buy, A. E. Ball,- Missionary, Church Missionary Society, 

Karachi. 


1. I have completed thirteen years of service in 
Sind, but till within the past few weeks I have 
not taken advantage of any opportunities I might 
have had to inform myself regarding matters con¬ 
nected with hemp drags, and the information I 
now give, such as it is, has been gathered by per¬ 
sonal enquiry from natives, Christian, Muham¬ 
madan and Hindu. 

2. Bhang only is prepared in Sind. Ganja, 
charas, bhang or bhfing, 

10. No, they are of the same classes as other 
agricultural cultivators, 

18. All three deteriorate by keeping. No. For 
six months bhang keeps well, after whioh time it 
begins to deteriorate. After a year it loses its 
good appearance, and nearly but not all its effect, 
If kept well corked in a bottle or jar, it will keep 
good for a longer time. 

19. For smoking only. 

20. All religious mendicants, sanyasis, bawns, 
Dhagats, jogis, etc,, smoke ganja and charas, and 
many Brahmins, and all Muhammadan fakirs and 
the lower classes of Muhammadans, such as coolies, 
etc. Nearly all Pathans smoke charas. 


21. Flat is preferred. Chur is also used, but 
not the round ganja. 

22. Foreign. From Yarkand, 

23. No. 

24. (a) During the holidays such as the Dewali, 
Holi, etc., bhang is eaten in a sweetmeat called 
majum, and it is also sometimes mixed with the 
flour used in making a kind of food called 
“ pakora.” 

(b) Nearly all Hindu shopkeepers are moderate 
consumers of bhang, and all Hindu mendicants use 
it j many of them I fear, to excess. Nearly all 
low classes, Muhammadans and fakirs also drink it.. 
As a rale, so far as I can learn, the higher classes 
do not drink bhang except on special occasions. 

25. So far as I can judge, from the information 
I have gathered, I should say there is no increase- 
in the use of these drugs, except sueh as may result 
from increase of population. 

28. (a) Habitual moderate consumers— 

Bhang , . . . 1 paisa. 

Charas .... 2 „ 

Ganja . . . . 1 „ 
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(b) Habitual excessive consumers— 

Bhang . . . • 1 anna. 

Charas ■ . • 3 to 4 annas. 

Ganja . . . . S paisa. 

29. Ganja is ordinarily mixed with tobacco. 

Sometimes mawalis, i.e., those who use these 
drugs to excess, put a little dhatura into charas and 
ganja to induce greater intoxication. Dhatura is 
also occasionally mixed with any o£ these drugs for 
purposes of revenge or robbery. Bhang is some¬ 
times made with milk instead of water and is 
called “ dudhi bhang,” 

“Bhang massala,” a paisa worth, which I 
bought at a grocer’s in the bazar, contained 
almonds, nutmeg, khaskhas (poppy seed), ilachi 
(earadamoms), saunf (aniseed), ana jantuj sugar 
is sometimes mixed with this bhang massala, and 
in the hot season dried rosebuds are generally 
added. 

80. Mostly in company. Ganja and charas are 
nearly always, if not always, smoked in company, 
as the pipe is handed from one to another. In the 
Hindu tikarnos (a kind of mixed dharmsala and 
temple) a great deal of bhang drinking is carried 
on every evening. This is also true of the abodes 
of Muhammadan fakirs. 

It is mainly confined to the male sex, though a 
fair number of the older women drink bhang. It 
is not usual for children to consume any of these 
drugs. 

31. Yes. Yes, but not so difficult for young 
men, and though difficult, not impossible for any 
one, especially if the smoker or drinker be well fed. 
Yes. 

32. There are certain customs observed by bhang 
drinkers. In a temple (tikarnu) the Bawa, after 
having strained the bhang through a cloth, takes 
the solid matter left and squeezing it into shape 
places it on the ground before him as a representa¬ 
tion of Shiva (the linga). Having filled his lota, 
he sprinkles a little of the bhang on the linga, 
saying "Lena Shiva Sambu, piyala taiyar hai,” 
“ Take, O Shiva, the cup is ready.” He then gives 
some to the rest and as a rule each one before 
drinking says “ Namo Narayan maha purs.” “ In 
the name of Narayan (Vishnu) the great creator.” 
Such drinking is generally temperate, but some¬ 
times, on holidays, it becomes excessive. 

33. Amongst respectable people the use of ganja 
and charas is in disrepute, simply so far as I can 
gather because of its intoxicating effect, I have 
given a few common sayings about these drugs, 
from which may, I think, be gathered the general 
opinion of the majority in reference to their use. I 
am told that there is no custom of worshipping the 
hemp plant. 

A few common sayings in regard to the use of 
hemp drugs. These were taken down as repeated 
by ganja smokers and others. 

Ganja aur suka pine se hurxnat gayi, 

Laj sharm gayi chhut, 

Anaj bechke lae ganja, 

Gayi haiye ki phut ? 

Gayi haiye ki phut, 

Kina yeh bina bichare, 

Bina bichare sau kare, 

So pachhe pachtae. 

I am told that the first verse is a question asked 
by a wife from her husband, whose answer is given 
in the second verse. The meaning, roughly, is as 
follows:— 

Through smoking ganja and tobacco character 


is lost and modesty destroyed. Does not the heart 
of that man break who sells com to boy ganja ? 

My heart was broken indeed. I did it without 
thought, and all who act without thought will 
have to repent. 

Snka savai ganja ka bhai. 

Manga snsra aur khawe jamal. 

Tobacco and bhang, the brothers of ganja, 

The father-in-law begs and the son-in-law eats. 

This has been explained to me to mean that the 
use of these drugB brings a father-in-law to beg¬ 
gary and reduces the son-in-law to sneh a state 
that he is content to sit in the honse and eat. 

Suka piwe surada, 

Guvaku piwe lal, 

Ganja piwe lakhpati, 

Urawe ghar ka mal. 

The last two lines mean—Let a wealthy man 
smoke ganja and he will squander his property. 

36. Hardly. Prohibition would almost certainly 
lead to illicit consumption. 

In the ease of bhang I am assured by natives 
that if bhang drinkers could not get it, they would 
drink “pust,” poppy seeds, prepared with water 
like bhang, and in ease they could not get “ pust,” 
they would drink “bojo,” a fermented liquor made 
with wheat, rice or other grain. 

37. Cliaras intoxicates more quickly than ganja. 

40. There is a difference of evidence, but I gather 
that bhang is recommended in cases of venereal 
disease and that ground into powder it is useful for 
external application to piles. For the samo disease 
a pinch of powdered bhang with an equal quantity 
of sugar is eaten by some in the morning. Tinc¬ 
ture of charas and charas pills are said to be good 
for oough and asthma. 

When cattle refuse their food, bhang is often 
given to them to produce appetite. When a 
calf dies and the cow refuses to give milk when 
another calf is brought, bhang is given and the 
cow under the intoxicating inflnonce of the drug 
gives milk and never refuses to do so afterwards. 

41. (a) Bhang creates appetite, helps digestion, 
and, used moderately, may be beneficial. 

(6) Bhang may be useful, but I doubt whether 
in the long ran a bhang drinker would do more 
work than one who abstains. It does alleviate 
fatigue I am told, 

(c) No. 

Charas and ganja are not beneficial even when 
used moderately. 

42. All I have spoken to agree in saying that 
the moderate use of bhang is harmless, but that 
such use of ganja and charas is harmful. 

48. As a rale they are inoffensive. 

44. The smoking of charas and ganja quickly 
produces intoxication, bringing a sense of 
pleasure to the smoker. 

Bhang is cooling and refreshing and does not 
by itself, as usually taken well diluted with water, 
produce intoxication. Here in Karachi some 
of the shop-keepers place two large earthen 
vessels outside their shops, one containing bhang, 
the other water, and any Hindu passer-by is at 
liberty to drink. This is considered a work of 
merit. Because of its cooling, refreshing effect, 
it is more largely consumed in the hot season than 
in the cold. 
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Bhang drinking produces appetite. The effect 
lasts about half an hour. 

In the case of the moderate habitual consumer, 
and more so in the case of the excessive habitual 
consumer, the want of gratification produces a 
longing and. uneasiness, such as aching in the 
limbs and disinclination to talk or work. 

45, I have never known a case of insanity 
produced by the use of these drugs, but one of 
our Christians, a native of Ahmedabad, tells me 
that he knew a native Christian who died mad 
through smoking ganja and eharas. 

47. An experienced native doctor whom I 
questioned on this subject gave it as his opinion 
that habitual moderate use of these dings does 
not affect the children of the consumer. 

49. The sweetmeat majum in which bhang is 
mixed is eaten by some as an aphrodisiac. I ques¬ 
tioned a native doctor and others on this subject, 
and I gather that prostitutes use bhang for this 
purpose. An English official of high standing 
and long service in Sind told me that he is quite 


convinced that the use of these drugs makes the 
increase of population less rapid than it otherwise 
would be. 

50. From native sources I gather that , the 
excessive use of any of these drugs does produce 
impotence. 

52. From what I gather from native sources, 
I should say that a large proportion of bad char¬ 
acters are excessive consumers of these drugs. 

55. Yes, I am told that they sometimes do so. 
Yes, a native doctor told me of the case of a young 
man, unused to bhang drinking, who had been 
completely stupefied by bhang and whom he had 
been called to see a few weeks ago. 

56. Mawalis (drunkards) use dhatura with these 
drugs to induce greater intoxication, and very 
poor people sometimes mix dhatura with these 
drugs, as they can get it (dhatura) for nothing, 
and can thus become intoxicated cheaply. 

68. So far as I can gather, there are no houses 
or shops licensed for the sale of these drugs 
where they may be consumed on the premises. 


28. Evidence of Mahomed Laik, Mukhtarkar of Hyderabad. 


1. I have seen the cultivation of bhang plant. 
I have made enquiries from bhang cultivators, as, 
for instance, from Fazul of Jam Tanda and other 
cultivators, apd from tapedars and bhang mer¬ 
chants. 

2. These definitions will do for my province* 
Each of these products is known here by the 
names given in the question. 

3. I do not know in what districts the hemp 
plant grows spontaneously; but I hear that it 
grows in abundance spontaneously in the Punjab and 
Baluchistan, owing to the fall of snow and rain. 

4. It iB known by five names 

(1) Akoe .—It grows in hills and has brown 
leaves, and not green leaves like Sind bhang, and 
is more intoxicating than the Sind plant, 

five times as strong. 

(2) 8abzi, which is the ordinary bhang. 

(3) Paui , which is without seeds. It is seed¬ 
less (or khasi), and is very intoxicating, Ganja is 
made from it. 

(4) Nangin .—It is so called because the culti¬ 
vators kill serpents and bury them in the ground, 
and then cultivate the plant on the ground with 
the object that it may become more intoxi¬ 
cating. 

(5) Bubakain , i.e., produced in Bubak, taluka 
Sehwan, zilla JKarachi. It is the best bhang in 
Karachi. It is the best bhang in Sind. 

(6) _ It is also called the plant of Shiva god. 
This is not a different kind of bhang but the same, 
because some Hindus call it Shiva’s plant. 

(7) Bjjia .—Sanyasis and other Hindu fakirs 
call it bijia. 

5. Autumnal rains, snow and sea-water aid the 
growth of the wild hemp, which generally grows 
near sea-water, 

6. I cannot say anything, as the plant does not 
grow here. 

7. The hemp plant is cultivated. 

(a) and ( b ) No. 

(c) Yes. 

(ii) For seeds. 


It is cultivated in taluka Halla, zilla Hyder¬ 
abad, in taluka Sehwan, zilla Karachi, and the 
produce must be above 8,000 maunds. It is Culti¬ 
vated in limited quantities in other parts of the 
country, but that is especially reserved by culti¬ 
vators for their own use, and is not sold to farmers, 
and about 500 maunds of this kind are raised. 

8. Recently there has been a decrease in the 
area under cultivation in the Halla taluka, for the 
cultivators find it more convenient and easier and 
more profitable to cultivate other cereals. For¬ 
merly the cotton cultivation was less there than 
at present, because now, on account of the brisk 
cotton market, more land is brought under cotton 
cultivation and less under hemp cultivation. For¬ 
merly about 1,000 or 1,200 maunds of bhang were 
produced; now only 100 or 150 are produced. 

9. The methods of hemp cultivation are generally 
the same as are used in cultivating other products, 
i. e., the land is first cleared of weeds, irrigated’ 
ploughed, and then seeds are scattered over it. 
The hemp cultivation requires more water and 
more care than other cultivations. 

10. Bhang cultivators do not form a special 
class. They are of the same classes as other agri¬ 
cultural cultivators; but in Khebar and Bubak the 
cultivators are mostly Hindus. 

11* are cultivated for the production 

of ganja in this province; but raw ganja is made 
from the cultivated plant and not from the wild 
plant. 

12. No wild plant grows here, nor is ganja 
prepared in this province; therefore I cannot say 
where the wild plant is cultivated for the produc¬ 
tion of ganja, I cannot name the districts or the 
tracts in which this occurs. Nor can I say any¬ 
thing about the extirpation of the male plant m 
such cases; but in this province the male plant is 
found in the hemp cultivation, which is made for 
trade purposes: it is extirpated and reserved by . the 
cultivators for drinking purposes. 

13. There is no restriction in this province, and 
I cannot say in what other districts such a restric¬ 
tion iB in force, and why those districts were select- 
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ed, and why there is no restriction here, because no 
hemp is cultivated for the production of ganja. 
I hear that ganja is cultivated in Bombay, Panvel, 
and in Cutch. If it were cultivated here it can be 
done ; but people do not know how to cultivate it. 

14. The following products are prepared from 
the hemp plant:— 

(a) No ganja is prepared. 

(b) No charas is prepared, 

(e) Bhang is prepared. 

Bhang is produced in Khebar and Mehar, taluka 
Halla, zilla Hyderabad, and in Bubak, taluka 
Sehwan, zilla Karachi, to the extent of about 8,000 
maunds, 

15. The wild plant does not grow here at all; 
hence I cannot give any particulars regarding 
preparations from it for smoking, eating or drink¬ 
ing purposes. As regards the cultivated plant— 

( A ) It is not smoked; but ghuudi bhang is 
often smoked as ganja along with tobacco. 

(li) Bhang is not eaten; but a wad hut fakirs 
powder leaves in their hands and eat them raw. 
Majum is also made from bhang. It is first 
boiled in water. The water is sifted and mixed 
with sugar, after which it dries into a solid mass. 
It is then cut into small pieces and sold. 

(C) The plant is reaped, dried, and beaten. 
The leaves, seeds and stalks are then separated. 
Leaves and seeds are used in drinking generally. 

16. Bhang is not prepared in houses, but is 
prepared where the plant grows. Ganja and 
charas are not prepared in this province, only 
ghundi ganja is prepared. 

17. In this country only bhang is prepared from 
the hemp plant, and it is so prepared by those who 
cultivate it (Hindus and Muhammadans). 

18. All the three drags deteriorate by keeping. 
They lose their effects in time. With ordinary care 
these drags do keep good for two or three years, 
after which they lose their intoxicating effects, 
notwithstanding all possible care. The causes are 
the natural decay of all things produced from 
earth. No special means are adopted to prevent 
deterioration. 

19. Charas and ganja are used only for smoking. 

20. In Sind persons of Kor classes and Pathans 
smoke them. Besides eanyasis, nangas, suthrias, 
kaheris and other fakirs smoke them, and they 
belong to low classes of people. 

One-fourth of Pathans, half of sanyasis, and 
about half of nangas and suthrias. No special 
places are .appointed for smoking them ; but it is 
greatly done in otaias, madhis, tikanas, and dharm- 
salas; occasionally in houses and jungles. 

21. Fiat ganja is preferred; but poor men some¬ 
times use. chur also, for it is cheap. No special 
places are used for smoking it. 

22. Foreign charas is used. It is imported 
from Kandahar, and is called Yarkand charas. It 
is first imported into Amritsar, whence it is im¬ 
ported into Sind. 

28. Bhang is not used for smoking, but strong 
ganja smokers smoke the ghundi at times when 
they cannot get ganja; but I cannot say in what 
localities and what classes of persons smoke it, and, 
they must be very few. 

24. Bhang is not ordinarily eaten by any class 
yoI. vii. 


of men in any locality; but in rare cases it is eaten 
by awadhut fakirs; and the proportion of such 
eaters cannot be given. But bhang is drunk by 
almost all classes of people, except Europeans, 
Parsis, and Boras. It is generally in otaras, madhis, 
tikanas, and occasionally in houses. About 33 
per cent, are bhang drinkers. 

25. The use of bhang and charas is increasing; 
but the use of ganja is on the decrease. The reason 
of the decrease in the consumption of ganja is 
that it does not produce instantaneous intoxication. 
People have therefore left off ganja and taken to 
charas. The use of bhang has increased, because it 
is so cooling, and because more is used in company. 

26. The proportion of the consumers cannot be 
accurately fixed; but the following are the approxi¬ 
mate figures 

(a) 90 per cent. 

b) 50 per cent. 

c) 20 per cent. 

(d) 10 per cent, 

27. The consumers are mainly taken from the 
following classes 

Sanyasis, suthrias, bhagats, machhis (fishmon¬ 
gers), mirbahars, and kanjars (followers of pros¬ 
titutes), boatmen. 

The taking of opium, bad company and debauch¬ 
ery lead to this practice. Sometimes in the 
beginning it is taken as a medicine, and then it 
grows into a habit. 

28. (a) Bhang 14 tolas, and cost six pies, 

Charas 14 masa, cost 9 pies. 

Ganja 3 masas, and cost b!x pies. 

29. (a) Tobacco is mixed with charas and ganja. 

(4) Coriander, aniseed, cardamoms, sugar, al¬ 
monds, and occasionally milk are mixed with 
bhang. The object of mixing the above things 
is to get more pleasure; but nothing is mixed in 
bhang which is offered for sale. 

80. I cannot say what quantities are consumed 
in solitude and what in company. The use of it 
is chiefly confined to the male sex. I cannot say 
in what time of life it is used. Some boys and 
women, too, consume bhang, &c. 

81. The habit is easily formed, and it is rather 
difficult to break off. The moderate habit develops 
into the excessive if the quantity is daily increased. 

82. There are social customs in regard to the 
consumption of bhang alone. When a party of 
Hindu bhagats or sangats assembles bhang is used. 
The use is only moderate. It is not likely that 
such a custom will lead to the formation of a 
habit, or is otherwise injurious. The use is not 
considered as essential. 

88. The consumption of ganja and charas is 
considered to be bad. The public opinion in regard 
to the practice is that these two drugs should not 
be used at all. I have never seen a respectable man 
using either. I think the use of any form of the 
narcotics is in disrepute. The smokers present a 
wretched and miserly appearance. They grow irri¬ 
table if they cannot get it at their fixed time, and 
are led to commit both 6in and offence. 

It is publicly known that the use of bhang is 
prohibited according to Muhammadan law; but 
its use is allowed among Hindus, and it is not 
used in excess. Besides Hindus use the bhang as 
an offering to Shiva god, for which it is called 
Shiva’s plant. But I, on my part, think that the 
use of bhang too is disreputable, for it is a narcotic. 
Very few drinkers would stick to the original 
quantity, but a larger number, out of mere luxury, 

2s 
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would go on increasing it gradually, and would full 
into excess. Such men would not satisfactorily 
discharge their ordinary duties, and would always 
be lazy, dull, and timid, and would lose all their 
energy and pluck. 

84. It would be a serious privation to consumers 
to forego the use, i.e., fakirs, suthrias, nangas, 
sanyasis, bhagat, and the Mussulmans of otaras and 
the Hindus of tikanas. Habitual consumers are so 
habituated to them that they cannot eat with any 
good appetite, nor get any sleep, nor get free 
motions until they use the drug. If such men 
were to forego their use they would fall ill. I 
cannot give any idea of the probable numbers of 
each class. 

85. It would be difficult to prohibit the use of 
bhang at once. It is probable that the drug 
would be illicitly used. It would be difficult to 
enforce prohibition. The prohibition would cause 
serious discontent among the consumers ; but it is 
not likely that the discontent would amount to 
political danger. It is possible that people would 
think of resorting to alcohol or other drugs. 

As for chains and ganja, I am of opinion that 
they can be prohibited, and there would be no 
difficulty in so doing ; but in that case bhang 
would be consu m ed to a larger extent. 

86. There is no reason to think so. 

87. I do not smoke ganja and charas, and 
neither have I any experience of them ; but from 
enquiries made from smokers, it appeal's that the 
effects of charas smoking are in no way different 
from those of ganja smoking, except the smoking of 
charas produces instantaneous effects, for which 
reason it is preferred to ganja. 

88. The difference cannot be known. 

89. I cannot answer this question, as I have no 
experience. 

40. Bhang is often prescribed in syphilis and in 
piles. No further particulars can be obtained. I 
have not heal'd any of these being used in the treat¬ 
ment of cattle-disease. 

41. I do not know that the use of charas is in 
any way beneficial in its effects. But bhang is 
sometimes beneficial in (a). I cannot say anything 
as to (6), (e), and (<#). 

42. They are not harmless, and I have given 
particulars under answer to question 83. 

43. They become offensive to their neighbours if 
they do not get the drug at their proper time. 

44. It is refreshing. It produces moderate in¬ 
toxication. It does not allay hunger. It creates 
appetite. The effect lasts for one hour or two. 
There are no after-effects. The want of the drug 
produces longing. 

45. The habitual moderate use will produce 
noxious results. If the moderate habit develops 
into the excessive, all the effects given in answers 
to question 45 are produced; and if the drug is not 
used at the proper time, it is in every way injuri¬ 
ous. Therefore, it is not good to make it a habit. 
But, if not otherwise necessary, the moderate use 
will not produce any bad effects. Further parti¬ 
culars under this question can better be given by 
doctors or physicians, 

46. It would produce more noxious effects. 

47 and 48. No. 


49. Yej^ these drugs are used as an aphrodisiac. 
Prostitutes do use them as such. The use of the 
drugs for this purpose is undoubtedly more injuri¬ 
ous than its use as an ordinary narcotic. 

Reasons .—It would bring on debility and lazi¬ 
ness, and the moderate habit would develop into 
the excessive, and the manly powers would be im¬ 
paired. The excessive use of hemp drug tends to 
produce impotence. 

50. Answer to this question is given above. 

51. Bad characters also use these drags as others 
do. Such use haB no connection with crime in 
general. 

62. The excessive use is likely to produce affrays 
or quarrelling. 

58. I do not know that the excessive use of 
these drugs would incite to unpremeditated crime ; 
but in cases of disagreement, violent offences have 
been committed. 

54. I do not know. 

55. I do not know if criminals induce their 
victims to partake of these drugs, and so to stupefy 
themselves without admixture. 

56. Coriander, aniseed and sugar are mixed 
with bhang, and thereby its intoxicating effects 
are lessened ; but if dhatura is mixed with bhang, 
the intoxication is so much increased that it will 
induce an unconscious state. I have seen and 
heard of such cases. 

57. I cannot answer this question. 

58. The system is working well under me, and 
requires no improvement. 

59. This requires no reply. 

60. Ganja is not made in this province; hence 
I cannot answer this question. 

61. Charas is not produced here. I cannot, there¬ 
fore, answer thiB question. 

62. The preparation, sale and transport of bhang 
is under control; but the cultivation is not con¬ 
trolled. Hence people cultivate it for their drink- 
ing purposes; but the same, when prepared or 
used, is an offence, and the planters, if the facts 
are proved against them, are convicted. Hence 
persons get opportunities of increasing the use of 
the drug, and the Government revenue suffers. Its 
cultivation also should, therefore, be prohibited, 
except under a license. All opportunities for the 
increase of its use would disappear, and no offences 
would be committed, and Government revenue 
would not suffer. 

63 and 64. I have no objection. 

65. I see no reasons for alteration in the vari-, 
ous taxations. 

66. I see no reason to alter the present mode. 

67. I have no objection in regard to this. 

68. I can form no opinion. 

69. The wishes of the people are not consulted 
before opening a shop, but they are considered. 

7 0. There are no facts regarding the importa¬ 
tion or smuggling of these drugs from Native 
States to which attention may be drawn. If such 
drugs are illicitly imported or otherwise smuggled, 
they are properly inquired into and dealt with. 
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29. Evidence of Pribhdas Shewakram Adva.ni Secretary, Band of Eopt, 

Hyderabad , Sind. 


1, I have visited the hemp drag shops, and 
made enquiries on the subject. 

2. The definitions appear to me to be correct. 

Charas and ganja are not manufactured in Sind. 

They are imported. The former from Yarkand t»d 
Amritsar, and the latter from Cutch and other 
places. 

Bhang, charas, and ganja. Bhang is also locally 
called sai, sabzi, Shiva-ji-buti (root), pani, bijaya, 
nanigan, and bahakain, 

3. It grows on the bills west of Sind (Beluchis- 
tan) and in the Punjab. 

4, 5 and 6. I cannot say. 

7. (a) and (5) No. 

(c) and (d) Yes. 

Mostly in Bubak in the Sehwan taluka (Karachi 
district) near Manehar lake ; also in the village 
of Khabra and Mahra (Hala taluka, Hyderabad 
district), and in the taluka of Nowshero Abro 
(Shikarpur district). 

8. I am informed that in the Karachi and 
Shikarpur districts there was increase owing to 
favourable inundation last year. In the Hydera¬ 
bad district there has been considerable decrease 
in the area under cultivation. 

9. The ground is at first cleared of jungle j 
then manured, watered, and ploughed. Hemp 
seeds are then sown broadcast, and when they 
germinate and the plant reaches maturity, it is 
reaped, and then dried in the sun. After it is 
dried, it is thrashed and used as bhang. 

10. No; they are of the ordinary agriculturist 
class. 

11. Ganja is not produced in Sind. 

12. Not in Sind, as far as I am aware. 

13. Hemp is not cultivated in Sind for the 
production of ganja, 

and (&) No. 

{c) Yes. 

About 3,000 maunds of bhang in the Karachi 
district •, about 500 maunds in the Hyderabad 
district. About the Shikarpur district I do not 
know. 

15. Vide answer to question No. 9. 

Bhang is only drunk. Very few persons when 
they cannot get charas and ganja smoke the dried 
flowering top of the hemp plant grown in Sind for 
use as bhang with tobacco. In some exceptional 
cases the tops are eaten also. 

16. (a) No. Generally by the cultivators in 
their fields. 

(i b ) Yes, 

(c) We import ganja and charas into Sind 
from other places, and therefore we have no in¬ 
formation about its production, 

17. By the agriculturists. 

18. Bhang will not deteriorate by keeping for 
three years if proper care is taken and exposure 
prevented; charas for two years, and ganja for 

three years. 
voJ. vii. 


19. Yes, for smoking. 

20. Charas and ganja are used by both Hindus 
and Muhammadans, but chiefly by nomadic fakirs, 
jogis, etc,, in (Hindu) Shivite temples, and 
(Muhammadans) otaras and baithaks. 

21. Plat ganja is generally used in Sind for 
smoking. Poor persons use chur ganja because it 
is cheap, 

22. Foreign. It is imported from Yarkand vid 
Amritsar. 

23. Vide answer to question 15. Not as a rale, 
A few use it, especially fakirs when they do not 
get ganja in time, 

24. Hindus and Muhammadans use it. They 
drink it about 80 per cent, Hindus and 50 per cent. 
Muhammadans. 

25. Ganja on the decrease and charas on the 
increase. Ganja takes more time to produce the 
necessary effect than charas, and hence it is not 
smoked by many. 

26. Bhang— 
per cent. 

(a) 70/ \ 

l ® 1 

I J 

(A) 20 1 § / I cannot give the exact pro- 
< *3 > portion of the consumers of 

(c) 70 I S \ charas and ganja. 

f S] 

(d) 30 < ) 

27. Bhang is drank by all classes, and by the 
rich and the poor, and especially by fakirs and 
ascetics. 

Charas and ganja are smoked by fakirs and 
wandering tribes who live by begging. 

28. The quantity varies greatly, ranging (bhang) 
from i tola to 10 tolas, (charas) from 4 tola to 
1 tola, and (ganja) from i tola to 1 tola. 1 tola 
of bhang costs 4 pics. 1 tola of charas costs 
6 annas. 1 tola of ganja costs 2 annas. 

29. Ordinarily water is mixed with the bhang. 
But on festival days, Holi and Shivaratri, sugar- 
candy, almonds, cardamom, aniseed, and other 
spices are added to it, and then it is termed panjtul. 
Sometimes bhang is first soaked in water, put into 
a rag, and then macerated after it is heated over 
the fire. Charas and ganja are ordinarily smoked 
with tobacco. 

30. (a) Same in either ease. 

(5) Generally the male sex. Old females 
also use bhang, Charas and ganja generally by 
males and some prostitutes. 

(c) No, not as a rale. 

31. (a) Yes, in company, 

(5) Yes in ease of bhang if the moderate 
consumers become excessive drinkers, but chains 
and ganja smokers feel difficulty in breaking off 
even the moderate habit. 

(c) Yes, 

32. On certain festival days, such as (Hindu) 
Holi and Shivaratri and (Muhammadans) Mohnr- 
rum, a large quantity of bhang is prepared, especi¬ 
ally in temples and otaras, and offered to all comers. 
It is veiy much diluted with water, and is drank 
as a refreshing draught. It is very temperate and 
will not lead to excess. There is no such custom 
as regards charas and ganja. 


2 s 2 



309 


S3. There is no public opinion in regard to the 
use of bhang. The followers of Shiva (Shivites) 
look upon bhang as sacred, because their god 
(Shiva) was, they say, fond of it, and took large 
quantities of it. 

Charas and ganja is in disrepute with the Sin- 
dhis because it produces cough, asthma, and some¬ 
times impotency. 

34. Yes, to habitual excessive consumers it will 
be a privation. 

85. If prohibition be ordered, other poisonous 
drags, such as dhatura, etc., would be used by the 
excessive consumers, or the drug would be used 
illicitly. It would cause discontent, but not such 
as to amount to political danger. The well-to-do 
will use liquor, and fakirs dhatura, aconite, etc. 

86. No. 

87. I cannot say. Ganja takes more time than 
charas to produce the necessaiy effect. I am in¬ 
formed that charas and ganja smoking has injuri¬ 
ous effects on the nervous system. 

88. I do not know. Round ganja is not import¬ 
ed in Sind. 

89. Bhang is generally drunk. When it is 
smoked, it serves the purpose of ganja and charas 
{vide answer to question 15). Ganja and charas 
are smoked. Some fakirs eat charas, and it is said 
that it is not less injurious in that form. 

40. Yes, bhang only. The twigs are also used 
with' other medical drugs, and given in piles and to 
check diarrhoea. Yes, bhang only. 

41. («) Yes; bhang only. ' 

(i) I do not know. Charas Moderate use of 
and ganja are, however, stat- bhang beneficial, 
ed to give the staying y but not that of 
bower. charas and ganja. 

(c) No. 

(d) I cannot say. 

Vide answer to question 27. 

I refer to moderate habitual use of the drags. 

42. Yes, of bhang harmless, but not of charas 
and ganja. 

48. Yes. 

44. Bhang is used as a refreshing draught, as a 
tonic to help digestion, and by old persons to bring 
on sleep. Bhang, charas, and ganja produce in¬ 
toxication. The effect lasts from one to three 
hours. It varies according to constitution and 
temperament. The after-effects of charas and 
ganja are cough and asthma, produces longing, and 
m some cases uneasiness as well. 

45. (a) I think not. 

(4) and (c) No. 

(d) The use of charas and ganja causes bron¬ 
chitis and asthma, 

(<?) and (/) No, 

(g) 1 do not know any case. 

46. («) It causes loss of strength, trembling and 
mental weakness, and enfeebles the constitution. 

(i6) Yes ; it causes loss of appetite. 

(c) No. The use of charas and ganja causes 
bronchitis and asthma. 

(d) It induces laziness. 

(e) It has in some cases produced insanity. 
Reliable information on the point can be had from 
the returns of the Lunatic Asylum, Hyderabad, 
Sind. 


/) I do not know any case. 

47. No. 

48. Not as a hereditary habit. 

49. In regard to charas and ganja only. 

(a) and (4) Yes. 

(e) Yes; it produces more weakness. 

(d) No. 

50. (a), ( b) and (c) Yes. 

(d) Yes ; it enfeebles the system. 

51. (a) and (4) No. 

52. (a) They are as a rule habitual excessive 
consumers. 

53. I think it does. Some years ago a sepoy at 
Hyderabad ran amuck, and it was believed that it 
was owing to his having indulged in the excessive 
use of bhang. 

54. I think they me. 

55. (a) Sometimes a preparation of bhang called 
majum is used for this purpose. 

(4) I have been told that complete stupefaction 
can be induced by administering any of these drags 
without admixture in sufficiently large doses. 

56. (e) Dhatura is sometimes used as one of the 
ingredients in the preparation of majum (bhang 
preparation). 

57. Not in Sind, as far as I know. 

58. The present system is based on Bombay 
Abkari Act Y of 1878 and the rales framed there¬ 
under. 

69. It is capable of improvement only in one 
direction. There should be local option. No shop 
should be allowed to be opened until the wishes of 
the people living in the neighbourhood are consult¬ 
ed, and there should be also supervision over the 
kind of hemp drags used by the retailers. 

60. Ganja is not produced in Sind. 

61. Charas is not produced in Sind. 

62. If it can be arranged, cultivators should sow 
hemp seeds and reap the crop after getting the 
necessary permit from revenue officers, which is not 
the case now. 

63. Perhaps it will be as well to fix the maxi¬ 
mum price for one tola of each drag, and to bind 
the retailer not to sell more than 5 tolas of bhang, 1 
tola of charas, and 1 tola of ganja to one person in 
one day. 

64. No. 

65. The privilege is put up to public auction. 

The system as regards the levy of duty on alco¬ 
hol is different. _ There is a distilleiy at Kotri, and 
the duty which is levied on all liquor manufactured 
there varies according to strength. 

66. No. 

67. None, but the alterations proposed may be 
considered. 

68. There are no such shops, but where they 
exist they should be closed. 

69. No, but they should be. 

70. I do not know any. 

Appendix. 

By a Membkb op the Band op Hope, Hyderabad 
Sind. ’ 

I am not aware that charas and ganja are 
prepared anywhere in Sind, but they are used for 
smoking, though their use is confined to lower 
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orders of the people, especially fakirs, both Hindu 
and Muhammadan. Both these are very de¬ 
leterious, and injuriously affect the system. 
Habitual smokers of ganja and charas lose their 
energy and become useless drones, I have even 
heard of cases in which the immoderate smoking 
of ganja has led to insanity. I think more restric¬ 
tions on the consumption of both these things will 
lead to veiy salutary results. 

Bhang is in common use among the people of 
Sind. All classes of people, both high and low, 
indulge in it; but most people drink a weak, 
watery preparation of it called pango. This is 
taken as a cooling drink, and persons subject to 
piles take it either with or without some other 
medicine. Bhang is said to have soothing and 
digestive properties. In the case of habitual 
drinkers the craving for it is so strong that until 
it is satisfied nothing on earth would give them 
any pleasure, and they become irritable and even 
violent without it. The excessive use of it 
weakens the system and emaciates the body. 

Bhang is largely grown in Bubak in the 
Karachi distxict and in the Mir's territory, and 
in small patches in many parts of Sind. The 


cultivation of it should be confined to particular 
localities which may be favourable to its growth, 
and its growth elsewhere, even in very small quan¬ 
tities, strictly prohibited. 

The rate at which it is sold by licensed retail 
vendors should be uniform, and should be fixed 
by Government, and not left to the option of the 
vendors as at present, as the practice of selling it 
at different rates to different persons results in 
discontent. 

Tire privilege of possessing bhang up to half a 
seer by any one person is very often abused; for 
instance, a person going to a fair and finding that 
bhang can be had there at a cheaper rate than in 
his own village buys two seers of it, and as he 
cannot carry more than half a seer, he induces his 
three companions to cany half a seer each for 
him as far as his village, and thus he successfully 
evades the law. The rales as regards possessing 
and carrying bhang should be so modified as to 
preclude the possibility of abusing this privilege. 

• I agree in the opinions expressed in the above. 

PRIBDHDAS SHEWAKRAM ADVANI, 
Secretary, Band of Hope, Hyderabad, Sind. 


30. Evidence of Tirithdas Hasrajmal, Member of the firm of Denmal Sachctnond> 

Karachi. 


19. So far as I know, ganja and charas are often 
smoked by fakirs, nangas in tikanas and by roam¬ 
ing fakirs and other low class Mussulmans and 
Hindus. 

20. Sudras, low class people, Suthrias or fakirs, 
and wandering fakirs, and Mussulmans smoke ganja 
and charas in otaras and three-fourths of Hindu 
awaghars and jogis smoke them. 

21. Round ganja is preferred. 

22. Foreign charas in used. It is imported 
from Amritsar, Yarkand, Ladak and Bokhara. 

28, In my experience bhang is smoked only 
when charas or ganja cannot be had, and then it is 
smoked with tobacco. 

24. Half Hindus and Mussulmans drink bhang. 
If the habitual drinkers cannot get bhang pounded 
and sifted, they eat it raw and drink water after 
it. Often low class Mussulmans in otaras and illi¬ 
terate Hindu fakirs in tikanas do this. 

25. The use of bhang, charas and ganja is in¬ 
creasing. 

26. («) Bhang, 25 per cent. 

Ganja 7 per cent. 

Charas, 5 per cent, 

(4) Bhang 5 per cent. 

Charas, 2 or 3 per cent. 

Ganja 3 or 4 per cent. 

(c) Bhang, 10 per cent. 

Charas and ganja, 1 or 2 per cent. 

(d) Bhang, 5 per cent. 

Charas or ganja, 1 or 2 per cent. 

27. Sowcars, merchants and retail shop-keepers 
and pensioners use bhang in moderation. 

Wandering fakirs and low class men use bhang, 
charas and ganja in excess. 

28. (a) Bhang drinkers—$ of an anna, 4 of 
tola. 

Ganja—4 of a tola, 8 pies. 


Charas—of a tola, 1 anna. 

(4) Bhang—£ of a seer, cost 2 annas 0 pies. 

Ganja—2 tolas, 4 annas. 

Charas—1 tola, 6 annas. 

29. Ganja and charas is smoked along with 
tobacco. Bhang iB mixed with the following in¬ 
gredients and drank as a cooling mixture (1) 
poppy seeds, (2) cardamons (3) aniseed, (4) 
coriander, (5) succoiy, (6) dried rose leaves, (7) 
pepper, (8) melon seeds, (9) sugarcandy, (10) al¬ 
monds, (11) nutmegs, (a) To make it cooling the 
following are added:—(1) poppy seeds, (2) 
aniseed, (3) coriander (4) pepper and (5) melon 
seeds. (4) To make it strong the following are 
mixed with it:—(1) cardamom, (2) coriander, (3) 
succoiy, (4) dried rose leaves, (5) sugarcandy, (6) 
milk (7) almonds, (8) nutmegs. Dhatura is mixed 
with bhang with the object to bringing on stupe¬ 
faction, so that the victim may be easily robbed. 

80. Bhang is drunk by the male sex mixed with 
other ingredients. But it is often drank by women 
and ohildren in the hot weather in towns and vil¬ 
lages as a cooling beverage, and it is customary 
both in towns and villages to keep vessels full of 
bhang to be distributed in charity. Bhang and 
charas and ganja are used by people in larger 
quantities when in company than when alone. 

31. The habit of drinking bhang is easily form¬ 
ed and is easily broken off. The moderate use of 
it does not lead to a habit. Excessive consumers 
will find it difficult to break off the habit quickly. 

32. Low class men look upon the use of bhang as 
a necessity and a custom. In Karachi Hindu Sirais 
prepare the bhang drink on marriage occasions and 
distribute it along with sweetmeats. 

33. It is considered as a religious custom. On 
Shivaratri (i.e,, Shiva's night) bhang is made into 
a drink and first offered to the Linga and then dis¬ 
tributed to all those who visit the god. The hemp 
plant is called Shiva's plant, and it is not considered 
injurious to use bhang moderately. Of course, 
habitual excessive consumers will fall into excess. 
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It is thought by some that the moderate use of 
"bhang is beneficial. Some think that it should al¬ 
together be abandoned. Ganja and chains are 
dangerous both to life and health. 

34. If the use of bhang were foregone, it would 
cause much inconvenience and difficulty. Several 
persons think that it is necessary to use bhang as a 
cooling drink. It aids the power of digestion and 
creates appetite. 

35. In my opinion the prohibition of bhang 
would occasion discontent. The prohibition would 
not be followed by recourse to alcoholic stimulants, 
but on the contrary alcohol consumers often forego 
alcohol in favour of bhang. All the three can be 
prohibited without any fear of political danger, 
although it will at first occasion discontent. 
Ganja and charas consumers can give up these two 
drpgs in favour of bhang drinking. I know this 
from experience. 

36. No; on the contrary, the use of alcohol is to 
a certain extent foregone in favour of bhang drink¬ 
ing. 

87. The effects of charas smoking are more in¬ 
toxicating and more injurious than those of ganja 
smoking. 

88. Round ganja is preferred to the other two 
kinds, for it is more intoxicating. 

40. Bhang is prescribed by native physicians 
along with poppy seeds as an antidote against cold 
in the head, and bhang unmixed with other ingre¬ 
dients is also prescribed; and it is also used in the 
treatment of cattle disease. 

41. Bhang is beneficial in aiding the powers of 
digestion. Charas and ganja give staying-power 
in cases of severe exertion-and of exposure. This 
is because of their intoxicating effects. 

42. The use of charas and ganja should be put 
a stop to, for moderate use leads to excess. Hence 
cough and asthma are produced, and the eyesight 
is affected and the manly power is weakened. Even 
moderate consume™ suffer from cough, asthma and 
heart-burning. The moderate use of bhang is not 
at all injurious, 

48. If the ganja and charas smokers do not get 
the drugs at their usual time for taking them, 
they will prattle foolishly. 

44. The immediate effects of ganja and charas 
are as follows. The smoker gets perfectly silent 
and his eyes become red. If the habitual smoker 
takes the drug at the proper time, it creates 
appetite. The effect lasts for about one hour or 
two hours; after the effects are gone, he falls into 
yawning and laziness and gets thirsty. Bhang 
drinking has an intoxicating effect which produces 
appetite, which lasts for two or three hours. 

45. Bhang chinking produces no noxious effects, j 


but ganja and ehavas produce asthma and cough, 
etc. j the eyesight is weakened and the manly 
power is diminished. 

Charas.—-Ganja and charas smokers appear black 
and feeble. The use of these two drags deadens 
the intellect and excessive use of bhang alBO deadens 
the intellect. 

46. The moderate use of charas and ganja is 
injurious; necessarily the excessive use is more 
injurious. 

47. It does not appear to be a hereditary habit. 

48. Bhang, eharas and ganja taken excessively 
are very injurious. 

49. Yes. Some use bhang as an aphrodisiao. 
Prostitutes also use it for the above purpose. 
Charas and ganja produce impotence, but bhang 
does not. 

50. The excessive use of all the three drags is 
very injurious. See question 45. 

52. See question 50. 

58. Excessive consumers, if prevented from tak¬ 
ing the drags, prattle foolishly. 

54. Consumers of these drags are timid rather 
than violent like alcohol drinkers. Hence no 
violence is committed by them. 

55. If any of these drags be administered to a 
person who is not in the habit of taking them, it 
is no wonder that he can be robbed, for he loses 
all consciousness. 

56. The bhang drink prepared on the night of 
Shiva is mixed with dhatura and then offered to 
the god, and bhang mixed with dhatura is given to 
any one whom it is intended to plunder or stupefy, 
ana sometimes the following ingredients are mixed 
with it, in order to make it more intoxicating 

Juaii, gram, sesamum seeds, chhabar grass and 
grain. 

58. It is not necessary to improve it. 

59, The farm is ordinarily given to one man, and 
for that reason he buys very bad charas and ganja 
at veiy low rates and sells them high. For this 
reason the smokers are much injured, and the 
bhang and charas and ganja farm should be regu¬ 
lated on the same system as opium and liquor now 
are, i.e., small licenses should be given to many 
licensees. 

65, The taxation on ganja, charas and bhang 
should be raised, for thereby they would sell very 
dear and hence few will use them. 

69. The wishes of the people of the neighbour¬ 
hood should be consulted before opening a shop, for 
the purchasers of these drugs being often illiterate 
and ignorant and foolish persons, prove very offen- 
| sive to the neighbourhood. 


31. Evidence of Pestjmal Narumai, Farmer and Merchant, Hyderabad. 


1. I am a farmer of bhang, I have been taking 
farms for many years, either 1 2 myself or in part¬ 
nership with others. I have money dealings with 
Haris (cultivators), I am for the year 1893-94 
the farmer of bhang, charas and ganja of the 
Tliar and Parkar district. In this business I 
have had many opportunities of obtaining inform¬ 
ation regarding the matters with regard to 
which I am now required to answer questions. 

2. The above definitions will do for bhang, but 
after the bhang is pounded, mixed with water, 
and sifted through cloth, it is called sukho, pango, 


abo, bijia, sai and sabzee. The dry leaves are 
called booti (plant) and ghundhi. Ganja and 
charas are known by the same names here. 

3. The wild hemp plant grows in the hills, and 
hemp seeds, lying here and there on the hil)s ? 
spring up. 

4, The wild plant of the hills is called akoi. 

7, Yes. It is cultivated in Kkandu Khibar and 
Mahar, taiuka Halla, district Hvderabad. It 
used to be cultivated in Mori jfungar, taiuka 
Hyderabad, and it can be cultivated in any kind 
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of land. It is cultivated in large quantities in 
Bubak and Arazi, taluka Sehwan, district Sara* 
chi, and in talukas Naushahro Ahro and Sukkur, 
district Shikarpur. It is cultivated with the 
object of being used as bhang and for seeds. 
Ganja is not manufactured in Sind, and is im¬ 
ported from Panvel and Cutch. Charas is not 
prepared in Sind, but is imported from the 
Punjab. 

10. The bhang cultivators do not form a special 
class, but belong to the same clashes as other 
agricultural cultivators. 

14. Bhang and hemp seeds are prepared from 
the hemp plant in the fields where it grows. 

15. The cultivated plant is cut, dried and beaten, 
when the leaves and seeds are separated. The leaves 
and seeds are made into bhang drink. 

(A) Aghoxis (i.e., persons very much addicted 
to the use of drags), who are in the habit of smok¬ 
ing ganja, smoke bhang instead, as ganja, if they 
cannot get ganja at the proper time. 

( B ) Excessive bhang drinkers eat raw leaves if 
they cannot get bhang drink at the proper time. 

(C) Bhang drink is made in the following way. 
It is first cleared of weeds, soaked in water in a 
vessel, washed and pounded in a mortar with a 
pestle, and made into balls. Water is then mixed 
with it. After which it is sifted through a piece 
of cloth and drunk. Ganja and charas are mixed 
with tobacco, and then smoked. 

16. Yes. It is prepared and kept in tikanag 
and nadhig for free distribution. Yes, it can be 
prepared. 

17. In Sind bhang cultivators prepare bhang 
leaves and bhang seeds. 

18. Yes, charas, ganja and bhang retain their 
intoxicating effects for twelve months, after which 
period they lose their effect by degrees, and quite 
deteriorate after the lapse of three years. But 
bhang and ganja, if kept in bags, will not lose their 
effects for three years. If charas is allowed to 
remain in the original bags in which it is imported, 
it will not lose effect for two years; but if trans¬ 
ferred to other bags and exposed, it will commence to 
deteriorate after twelve months, because the original 
bags in which it is imported are made of double 
leather. There is probability of bhang and ganja 
deteriorating, as it is grown from earth, and, like 
corn, it will lose its effect as time passes. There 
are no means to prevent deterioration. 

19. Yes, they are used for smoking only. 

20. Hindus and Mussalmans. Among Hindus, 
Brahmins, sanyasis, bairagis, jangams, udasis, 
shatrias, jogis and other fakirs j three-fourths of the 
above classes smoke ganja and charas ; of other 
Hindus one-fourth only smoke them. Among 
Mussahnans half of lower classes of people and 
fakirs, and half of these smoke in large quantities in 
tikanag, rnadhis and otarag, and in very small 
quantity and rarely in their houses. 

21. Flat ganja is used in Sind. Only one sort 
is used. 

22. Foreign charas is used. Formerly Pathans 
used to bring it. Now it is imported from the 
Punjab. 

28. Not generally. But aghoris, i. e., persons 
very much addicted to the smoking of ganja, do 
smoke bhang when they cannot get ganja. 
Some poor persons, coolies, Bhils, who are in the 
habit of smoking ganja, use the ghundii of bhang 
as ganja, for the price of ganja is seven times 
more than the price olghnndt. 


24. Hindus and Mussalmans, All classes of 
Hindu fakirs drink bhang, and 75 per cent, of 
other Hindus drink bhang; the rest have no 
objection to drinking. Among Mussalmans 60 

K r cent, of all classes except Kazis drink bhang. 

is drank mostly in tikanag, madhig , otarag and 
dairat, and occasionally in houses. Excessive 
drinkers of bhang eat it off in cases where they 
cannot get the diink. 

25. The use of all three is on the increase. 
The reasons for it are 

(1) The farmers of bhang in Sind sell these 
drags at very high rates. Ab, for instance, in 
Karachi bhang is sold at Rs 2-8-0, in the Hydera¬ 
bad taluka at Re. 1-10-8, and in the Hyderabad 
district at Re. 1-4-0, and in the Thar and Parkar 
distriot at one rupee per seer, while its oiiginal 
price is from anna one to annaB two per seer. On 
account of these high rates, cultivators- cultivate 
hemp plant secretly, which they use themselves 
and give to others, and consequently such persons 
who can get it drink it in excess. If the selling 
price were cheaper, the cultivators would never 
think of planting it secretly. 

(2) People learn to drink bhang in bad company. 
This reason is equally applicable to ganja and 
charas. 

26. («) For habitual moderate consumers vide 
answers to questions 20 and 24. 

(6) One-fourth of thenumber, vide answers to 
questions 20 and 24, 

(c) 26 per cent, of those whom I have exoluded 
in the answer to questions 20 and 24. 

(d) Rarely any. 

27. As regards classes, see answers to questions 
20, 23 and 24. Hindu and Mussulman fide ire use 
them themselves, and have inherited the habit 
from their elders and transmit it to their chelas 
(disciples). Among the laymen, bad company or 
the want of proper care by parents leads their 
children into these habits. 

28. («) Bhang, one tola, cost 4 pice; charas, 
$ tola, cost 3 annas; ganja ^ tola, cost one anna. 

(6) Bhang, one chatang (5 tolas), cost one anna 
and eight pies j charas, 1^ tolas, cost 9 annas ; 
ganja 2 tolas, cost 4 annas. 

29. No massalas or ingredients are mixed with 
ganja and charas. Ordinarily no massalas are 
mixed with bhang too, but in the hot weather 
some consumers mix cooling ingredients with it, 
and in the cold weather certain stimulating in¬ 
gredients are added to it. Dhatura is not ordi¬ 
narily mixed with it. The object of the mixture 
is that in cold season it is used as a tonic and in 
summer as a cooling beverage. I know the pre¬ 
paration called the bhang massala. The following 
are the ingredients:—poppy, aniseed, coriander, 
pepper, sugar, melon seeds, succory and encumber 
seeds are used for cooling in the hot weather, and 
almonds, milk, cardamoms and sugarcandy are 
mixed as stimulants in ordinary cages, and in ex¬ 
ceptional cases nutmegs, mace, saffron and ghee are 
used, 

80. On an average less quantity of bhang is 
used in company than in solitude. Charas and 
ganja are used in less quantity in solitude than in 
company. 

The use of the three drugs is mainly confined to 
the male Bex. Men of all ages drink bhang; 
charas and ganja a» <*moked by middle-aged men. 
Boys also use bhang, but very rarely ganja and 
charas. 
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81. Yes, the habit is easily formed. Yes, it is 
rather difficult to break ofE, Yes, there is a 
tendency for the moderate habit to develop into the 
excessive in the cases of charas and ganja, but not 
in the case of bhang, 

82. There are both religious and social customs 
in regard to the consumption of bhang, but not 
ganja or charas. 

(1) On Shivaratri (the night of Shiv god) his 
worshippers offer the bhang drink to his linga. 

(2) In the hot weather most Hindus keep 
vessels full of bhang drink and water for free dis¬ 
tribution to all. 

(3) In all religious assemblies the bhang drink 
is prepared and distributed to all. 

(4) On the death of a big saint or sadhu vessels 
full of bhang drink and water are kept all along 
the way by which the funeral procession proceeds. 

(5) ' Worshippers of Vishnu (god), who are pre¬ 
vented from using liquor, prepare bhang and drink 
it in Iloli holidays and on other gatherings. On 
the above occasions and at other times, the use of 
bhang forms a religious or a social duty. On all 
these occasions it is used very moderately. .Such a 
use cannot lead to the formation of a habit. 

83. The moderate use of bhang is not considered 
by people to be bad; but even the moderate use of 
charas or ganja is not taken to be good. There 
is a social opinion that the use of bhang is not bad, 
but that it is not good with respect to charas 
and ganja. The moderate use of bhang is not 
disreputable, but the use of charas or ganja in any 
form is disreputable, Reasons. The charas or 
ganja smoker generally suffers from asthma and 
heart-burning, loses the colour of his face. More¬ 
over, he appears miserable and gets a bad smell in 
the mouth. If he has no money, he is tempted 
to commit small thefts in order to procure the 
drag. But the use of bhang, called veinani buH 
(humble plant), is quite free from the above vices, 
and often aids in the temembranee of God. I 
know nothing of the hemp plant being worshipped. 

34. It would he no privation to a moderate con¬ 
sumer of bhang to forego its consumption, but a 
moderate consumer of charas or ganja or the exces¬ 
sive consumer of bhang, charas or ganja cannot 
forego their consumption without serious privation. 
Reasons. They would fall ill, grow lazy and lose 
appetite. About 50 per cent, of the consumers 
would be thus inconvenienced, 

35. The use of all these drags cannot be prohibit¬ 
ed at once; but if the use of charas and ganja be 
gradually put a stop to, it would be feasible, but 
the use of bhang can never be prohibited. If the 
use of charas and ganja were prohibited, they 
would not be imported, and hence they would not 
be illicitly consumed; but bhang would be illicitly 
used if its use is prohibited, for it is produced in 
the country. If the importation of ganja and 
charas be prohibited, the prohibition of its use here 
can be enforced. The prohibition would occasion 
a temporary discontent among the consumers. It 
would not be a serious one. The discontent would 
not amount to political danger. The prohibition 
would not be followed by recourse to alcoholic sti¬ 
mulants or other drags. 

36. No alcohol is now used in place of any of 
these drugs, 

37. Charas is doubly as intoxicating as ganja is, 
because the ganja is not so heating as charas is. 

88, Only one sort of ganja is used in Sind, hence 
canno t give my opinion about it, 


89. Ganja and charas are never used in drinking, 
but are specially used in smoking. Bhang is 
specially used in drinking, and its smoking is more 
injurious than its drinking, for the smoking of 
bhang will produce all the evils of ganja smoking. 

40. Charas and ganja are never prescribed by 
native doctors, but bhang is prescribed in certain 
cases as a drink and is used in majums. It is also 
used as an application on piles and other wounds. 
It is also used in the treatment of cattle diseases. 

41. (a) Bhang aids the powers of digestion. 

(6) Yes. 

(c) Bhang is used as a febrifuge. 

(//) Old bhang is used by persons suffering 
from syphilis. 

Old persons use bhang for aiding the powers of 
digestion. Labourers and poor men use these drugs 
to give them powers mentioned in question (6). 
Fakirs and godly persons use bhang for concen¬ 
tration of their thoughts. 

Fifty per cent, of the classes mentioned above 
use the drugs. I refer to the moderate use of the 
drug. 

42. The moderate use of bhang is both bene¬ 
ficial and harmless, but even the moderate use of 
charas and ganja is not only not beneficial, but it 
is not harmless. Reasons. Moderate use of bhang 
to a certain extent is a necessity for its medicinal 
properties, for the religious and social customs 
connected with it and for the fact that it creates 
fear of God. But ganja and charas in the begin¬ 
ning are taken as a luxury, and are not beneficial, 
but end in misery and wretchedness. They have 
heating properties, but that very heat of theirs 
destroys all manly power. 

43. Moderate consumers are inoffensive to their 
neighbours. 

44. It is refreshing and keeps the man in good 
health. It does produce intoxication. The drink¬ 
ing of bhang does not allay hunger. It creates 
appetite. The intoxication of charas lasts for one 
hour, that of ganja for half an hour, and that of 
bhang for four hours. Ganja and charas produce 
intoxication immediately, while bhang produces in¬ 
toxication after some time. The want of sub¬ 
sequent gratification of bhang does not produce 
any longing in a moderate consumer. The after¬ 
effects of ganja and charas are wretchedness and 
misery, and perhaps death. There are special 
after-effects of bhang. 

45. The habitual modei'ate use of all these drags 
excepting bhang does produce noxious effects, 
physical, mental and moral. 

The use of gauja or charas impairs, but the mo¬ 
derate use of bhang does not impair the constitution. 

The use of gauja or charas injures the digestion 
and causes loss of appetite. 

It causes dysentery, bronchitis and asthma. 

It impairs the moral sense, induees laziness and 
habits of immorality and debauchery. 

It deadens the intellect, but it produces no 
insanity. 

46. The excessive use of bhang, charas and ganja 
produces all the evils produced by the moderate 
use of eharas and ganja, as detailed in the answer 
to question No. 45. 

47 and 48. It does not appear to be a hereditary- 
habit, nor does it affect the children of a moderate 
consumer, 

49. Yes, bhang is, but not charas or ganja. Yes, 
prostitutes do so use bhang. The use of bhang 



303 


for tills purpose is more injurious thftu its use as 
an ordinary narcotic, for its constant use as an 
aphrodisiac will bring on debility. The moderate 
use of hemp does not tend to produce impotence. 

50, The answer given in 49 holds good, but the 
excessive use will prove more injurious. 

61. Yes. It has no connection. 

62. Men of bad character use these drags ex¬ 
cessively and often commit offences relating to por- 
perty and human life. 

53. Yes. Unpremeditated violent crimes are com¬ 
mitted, but I do not know any case in which it has 
led to temporary homicidal frenzy. 

54. No. 

55. Yes. Bhang alone cannot induce complete 
stupefaction^ nor can charas or ganja alone, 

56. The effect of bhang used in moderation and 
in excess are so much increased by mixing dhatura, 
parched grams, sesamum, that it produces uncon¬ 
sciousness, temporary insanity, and sometimes death. 
The effects of bhang used in moderation and in ex¬ 
cess can be lessened by mixing coriander, succoiy, 
aniseed, and mainly by adding more water than 
usual to the drink. 

57. Ganja and charas are not used in eating or 
drinking, but they are only used in smoking. 

68. The present system is not working well, and 
is capable of improvement. 

59. The practice now in vogue is that one zilla 
or two zillas are farmed out to one man or to one 
company, which results in the following evils 

(1) The farmer fixes the selling prices as high 

as he likes, «.<?., he becomes the lord of the 
purses of the purchasers of these drugs. 
The high prices can be judged from the 
following: — 

Original cost. Selling price. 

Charas He. 2-0-0 Ra. 30-0-0 per Beer. 

Ganja „ 0-8-0 „ 10*0-0 dcs 

Bhang „ 0-2-0 „ 1-10-0 do. 

(2) On account of the above high rates, the ha¬ 

bitual consumers, in order to purchase their 
usual quantities, are often led to commit 
thefts and pickpocketing, etc. 

(8) The drags are illicitly imported from other 
parts. 

(4) Bhang is illicitly cultivated. 

(5) The farmer pays no allowance to retail sellers 

for selling the drugs, and these retail sellers 
who depend on the selling business for their 
livelihood, must necessarily sell them at 
still higher rate, for which they murmur. 

(6) A very large portion of the farm money 

comes from the pockets of the retail pur¬ 
chasers who mostly are poor and straight¬ 
forward and true men. 

(7) But rich, mischievous and unprincipled per¬ 

sons get these from the central depdt of the 
monopolist at a veiy low rate, for he is 
afraid of them. 

(8) The monopolist gives many troubles to the 

poor retail sellers, 

(9) The whole profit of the farm goes into the 

coffers of the monopolist and the working 
men, the retail sellers, get no share. 

(10) One farmer cannot 1 manage the whole dis¬ 
trict, though he employs many agents. 

(11) Consequently complaints of the insufficiency 
of the stock in particular shops are often 
made by district officers. 

(12) At the close of the year, the old farmer 
sells all the drugs a little higher than their 

t# 1. vii, 


cost price if the farm for the next year is 
given to another man, and thus induces 
all willing and unwilling purchasers to buy 
often more than the authorized quantity 
at such low rates, which not only results 
in loss to the new-comer, but tempts the 
purchasers to consume more quantity than 
usual, and thus the use of the drugs 
increases. 

Note ,—Remedies for the above evils are detailed 
in answer to question No. 63, 

60 and 61. I do not know. 

62. The cultivation of the hemp plant for the 
production of bhang should he more strictly con¬ 
trolled. 

(1) A cultivator wishing to cultivate hemp 
should be allowed to do so in some limited portion 
of his number. 

(2) The cultivation should be inspected from time 
to time. 

(3) A Government officer should be present at 
the time of reaping, and as soon as it is ready, it 
should be weighed and sealed with Government 
seal. 

(4) If the farms are given by talukas, or licenses 
issued, each licensee can watch the illicit growth 
within the limit of his farm more easily and' more 
satisfactorily. 

63. The evils of giving the farm to one person 
having been pointed out in the answer to question 
No. 59, the improvements to remedy the evils are 
given below separately. 

(1) The licenses should he issued for the sale of 
drags in the whole district. 

(2) The farm should not he sold to one man or 
to one company. 

(3) Bv such a division, many porsons would be 
etnployed and would earn the livelihood, independ¬ 
ent or the farmer, and will be free from the 
troubles which be gives them. 

(4) If the selling rates were fixed by Govern¬ 
ment for whole Sind, as is now done in the cases of 
opium and country liquor, it would be well, and all 
illicit import and export of the drags, and the 
illicit cultivation of bhang, would stop. 

In my opinion the following rates are rea¬ 
sonable : — 

Per seer. 

8 a. p. 

Bhang, cost price . . . .020 

Transport and clearance charges . .010 

Royalty .0 3 0 

Profit to the licensee . . . .020 

Total .080 

which should be the selling price per seer. 

Per seer, 

8 a. p, 

• Charas, cost including all expenses .280 
Royalty . . . . . .280 

Profit to the licensee . . .14 0 

Total .640 

which should be the selling price per seer. 

Per seer. 

8 a. p. 

Ganja, cost price . . , .080 

Expenses . . . . .020 

Royalty.0 10 0 

Profit to the licensee . . . .068 

Total . 1 10 8 

which Bhould be the selling price per seer and 

2 i 
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orders should be issued that no drugs should be 
@5ld at higher of lower rates than the rates fixed. 

(5) In consequence of the uniform rates every¬ 
where, no drugs will be illicitly imported and 
exported. 

(6) On account of low rates, there will be no 
illicit growth of the hemp plant. 

(7) On account of cheap rates, the poor pur¬ 
chasers would be relieved of their present troubles 
and grievance. 

(8) On account of there being many licensees in 
the whole district, no complaints of the insuffi¬ 
ciency of the stock of any of the drags will likely 
be made by District Officers. 

(9) The rich and the poor will have equal 
treatment. 

(10) The evils, which are the results of the 
transfer of the farm to another at the end of the 
year, will disappear. 

64. The quantity covered by a permit should be 
transported all at one time, and not in instalments; 
and if the whole of the quantity covered by such 
a pass is not procurable and after the portion 
procurable is transported, the permit covering the 
quantity should expire, for the transport' of the 
quantity covered by a permit in instalments gives 
many opportunities of committing crime. 

65. In my opinion the taxation of ganja, charas 
and bhang is unreasonable, both with reference to 
(a) one another, and (4) to country liquor and 
opium. 

Per seer. 

R a. p. 

1. Country liquor, manufac¬ 

ture expenses , ,060 

Selling price (including 
royalty) i.e., the selling 
price including royalty 
is four times its cost 
price . . ,18 0 

2. Opium, original cost about 6 0 0 

Selling price, i.e., the sell¬ 
ing price including 

royalty is a little more 
than four times its ooet 
price . , , 25 0 0 

3. Bhang, original cost , 0 2 0 

Selling price including 

royalty, etc., i.e., the 
selling price is thirteen 
times the cost price , 110 0 

4. Ganja, original cost, etc, 0 8 0 

Selling price, i.e., the sell¬ 
ing price is twenty times 

the cost price , • 10 0 0 

5. Charas, original cost, etc. 2 0 0 

Selling price, i.e,, the sell¬ 
ing price is fifteen timeB 

the cost price , , 30 0 0 

The rates which are reasonable in my opinion 
have been given in the answer to question 88, and 
will be found to correspond with the present rates 
of opium and country liquor. 

68. Only one kind of ganja is used in Sind, 
therefore the question cannot he answered. 

67. I have objections, but lam not in posses¬ 
sion of sufficient information. 

68, There are no such shops. 

89. The wishes of the people are not consulted, 
but they should be consulted and considered. 


70. Ganja is illicitly imported from Cuteh, but 
the smugglers, if apprehended, are punished. 

General Remar fa.— Another preparation from 
the hemp plant is majum: about a pound of bhang 
is boiled in five or six seers of water j half a pound 
of ghee is also put in it. When the water after 
boiling is reduced to a pound, i.e., as much as 
bhang, it is mixed with sugar, and made into 
majum. Other ingredients are also put, i.e. —pop¬ 
py pods, cardamom and saffron. This majum is 
sold at one anna per tola or even at much higher 
rate. 

It is requested that in suggesting a new system 
of farming out these drags and other improve¬ 
ments therein to Government, the Commission 
would be pleased to consider the following points 
which I herewith submit • 

(1) The use of ganja and charfes should be put 
a stop to at once, because the smokers of ganja 
and charas are by this habit at once reduced to 
misery and penury. 

(2) They are not used on any social or religious 
customs. 

(8) None of them is useful or beneficial in any 
way. 

(4) They produce many physical diseases, as 
asthma, piles, cough, jaundice, impotence, and 
many other various diseases. 

(5) Both of these produce intoxication at once, 
which produces unconsciousness, and there is every 
likelihood, of the smoker being plundered. 

(6) They are never used in the treatment of any 
disease, 

(7) Both lead to crime. 

(8) By foregoing these, no smoker would resort 
to other narcotics, liquor, etc. 

(9) People use them as a luxury, and do get a 
temporary pleasure, but are much harassed by their 
after-effects, 

(10) Sons of rich men sometimes get into the 
habit, and I have seen many of them who after¬ 
wards became beggars. What could then be the 
condition of the poor ? 

For the abovo reasons I am of opinion that 
ganja and charas should be put a stop to at once. 
No deaths will result from foregoing their use, and 
there is no danger to Government at all. 

As for bhang, it should not he prohibited. It is 
used both on religious and social gatherings. The 
only improvement to be made is that uniform and 
cheap rates should be introduced everywhere, in 
which case, the rich and the poor, the high and 
the low, will be equally treated. There is every 
likelihood that crime would disappear. Illicit 
growth will cease. The evils of illicit growth are 
that abkari laws are broken, the produce is illicitly 
sold or given to others, that it is illicitly consum¬ 
ed, and that those who get it for nothing or on 
payment of a nominal sum, consume it in excess, 
and thus intoxication increases. All these evils 
will be stopped. 

Besides, the whole zillah should not be farmed 
out to one man, because the hemp cultivation will 
not be properly watched over. But if the farm is 
sold by talukas, or licenses are given, the illicit 
growth would be strictly watched over and will 
ultimately stop. 

Uses and benefits of bhang 

(1) It is used on religious or social customs. 

(2) The intoxication takes effect gradually, and 
therefore will not be dreadful. 
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(8) It aids the powers of digestion. 

(4) Moderate use of bhang makes a man medi¬ 
tative and intelligent for the time he is under 
its influence. 

(5) It aids in the meditation of God and creates 
fear of Hari. 

(6) The consumer of bhang grows timid, and 
never commits any offence under its influence. 

(7) It is used as an application in piles and 
wounds. 

(8) It is used in syphilis, pox and other diseases, 

(9) It is used in the treatment of cattle diseases. 


(10) Followers of Vishnu (who do not take 
liquor) use it on Holi holidays and on other 
religious and social gatherings. 

(11) The selling of bhang at cheaper rate will 
decrease the number of liquor consumers, 
who would willingly take to bhang drink. 

(12) Bhang is not such a narcotic as to induce 
the consumer to commit an offence volun¬ 
tarily. It is taken solely as a beverage and 
makes the consumer humble and quiet. The 
above are the results of my observation and 
experience. 


32. Evidence of Amrumol PkitaMDAS, Farmer of Bhang, Charan, Oanja and 

Opium, Karachi . 


2. Ganja and charas are not produced in Sind, 
but bhang is. It is called bhang. There is one 
sort called parti and another called gkundi. 

4. There are two kinds of bhang; one is called 
JcaJci, the other is called tale. 

5. The wild plant grows wherever there are seeds 
on the ground and rain falls on them. 

6. Its growth is scattered. 

7. Yes, bhang is cultivated in my province. It 
is pounded and drunk. Majum is also prepared 
from it. It is produced in Shikarpur, at Bubak, 
taluka Sehwan, Khebar, zillah Hyderabad, and in 
Fattu. 

8. It grows in abundance in Bubak, taluka Seh¬ 
wan. It grows to a limited extent in Shikarpur, 
and in small quantities in Khebar, zillah Hyder- 
bad, and in Fattu. 

10. Yes, they are zamindars who cultivate bhang 
among other kinds of crops. 

13. No ganja is produced in Sind. 

14. Nothing else is prepared from bhang in Sind, 
except majum. 

16. Bhang alone can be prepared from the plant, 
Wherever it is cultivated, but ganja and charas are 
not prepared. 

18. All these three drugs deteriorate by keeping 
long. The effects are weakened by time. They 
can be kept good for twelve months. They deteri¬ 
orate by exposure. No especial measures are taken 
to prevent deterioration. 

19. Ganja and charas are used for smoking. 

20. Hindus, Mussulmans, sanyasis, fakirs, and 
Marathas. 

21. Bound gahja is much preferred. 

22. Charas is imported from Amritsar, I un¬ 
derstand that it is the produce of Yarkand and 
Jhadak. 

28. Bhang is not used for smoking. 

25. It is not on the decrease. It keeps sta¬ 
tionary. 

29. Dhatura is not mixed with bhang, but 
other kinds of massala are mixed, such as poppy 
seeds, cardamoms, hemp seeds, almonds, sugarcandy, 
dried rose leaves and other cooling ingredients. 

31. Some persons gradually acquire the habit by 
keeping on smoking it occasionally. The habit is 
very difficult to break off, 

84. It causes inconvenience to many persons to 
forego it. 

35. It would be difficult to give up any kind of 
intoxicating drug. 

87. The effects of drinking bhang are not injuri¬ 


ous, but it is injurious to smoke ganja and charas 
to excess. 

38. Bound ganja is more intoxicating, but flat 
ganja and “ chur ” are less intoxicating. 

40. Bhang is often used in treating human 
diseases and cattle disease. 

41. (a) Bhang is used as a digestive. 

42. In my opinion moderate consumers will not 
be injured. 

43. Consumers of ganja, charas and bhang are 
inoffensive to their neighbours. 

44. Bhang gives an appetite to those who drink 
it. Ganja and charas produce heat, and therefore 
ganja and charas consumers are healthy and hale. 
If they cannot get the drug they will be greatly 
inconvenienced. 

45. A moderate use of the drugs causes no injury 
to consumers. 

55. Complete stupefaction cannot be induced by 
any of these drags. 

56. The effects of bhang are cooling. If bhang 
is drank mixed with massalas, its intoxicating 
effects are considerably weakened. If drunk to 
excess, its intoxication can only be counteracted by 
the use of pickles and ghee. It is not customary 
to mix dhatura with bhang. 

57. Ganja and charas are used for smoking. 

58. In my opinion the system is working well, 

60. Ganja is not produced in Sind. 

61. Charas is not made in Sind. 

62. When bhang is cultivated over one or two 
jirebs, it is cultivated under a license and is under 
the oontrol of Government. Occasionally hemp plants 
are sown by cultivators in their fields. If Govern¬ 
ment controls this occasional planting and puts a 
stop to it, it will do well. 

68. I have no objections to the present system. 

64. I have no objection to this question. 

65. In my opinion the present taxation should 
be continued. 

66. In my opinion the present system should be 
continued. 

67. I have no objections. 

68. In my opinion the present system should 
be continued. 

69. In my opinion shops should be opened where 
necessary. 

70. Those who import larger quantities than 
those allowed by law are punished, but no duty is 
paid in respect of the drags. 
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33. Evidence of Manghanmal Altjmal, Bhang, Oanja and Char as, and Opium 

farmer, Karachi. 


1. I am acquainted with the subject myself, I 
hare managed a hemp drags business for many 
years, I am acquainted with men who take bhang, 
charas and ganja. I am therefore able to answer 
the following questions, 

2. Ganja and charas are not produced in Sind) 
but bhang is. One kind is called pani and another 
ghundi. 

3. Bhang does not grow wild in Sind, 

4. Bhang is called bhang or the plant' of Shiva. 
There are three.kinds of bhang, kaki , tall and ghundi . 

6. The wild hemp ordinarily grows scattered. 

7. Bbang is cultivated in my province and is 
used for drinking; and majum is also made from it. 
In Shikarpur, Bubak, taluka Sehwan, Khebar, zilla 
Hyderabad, and in taluka Tatta bhang is culti¬ 
vated. 

10. The cultivators are zamindars, and among 
other crops cultivate bhang. 

13. Ganja is not made in Sind. 

14. Nothing else is made from bhang except 
majum— vide question 7, chapter II. 

17. Zamindars. 

18. These drugs deteriorate by keeping them 
long. They lose their effects if kept long. They 
can keep good for twelve months. These drugs 
deteriorate by exposure. No special measures are 
taken to prevent deterioration. 

19. Ganja and charas are both used for smoking, 

20. Hindus, Mussulmans, sanyasis, fakirs and 
Marathas smoke them in likanas, dharamsalat, 
dairat (Mussulman inns) and generally in houses. 

21. Round ganja is preferred. 

22. Charas imported from Amritsar. It is pro¬ 
duced in Yarkand, Ladak and Bokhara. 

23. Bhang is not used for smoking. 

24. Bhang is drank by Hindus and Mussulmans 
generally. 

25. It is on the increase. 

27. The consumers of the drags are mainly 
Hindus. Adult men of all classes drink it habi¬ 
tually. 

29. Dhatura is not mixed with bhang, but mas- 
sala is; the ingredients being poppy seed, carda¬ 
mons, hemp seed, almonds, saffron, dry rose leaves, 
aniseed, pepper. Ganja and charas are smoked 
along with tobacco. 

30. The bhang is mainly drank by the male sex, 
but in some parts the female sex also drinks it as a 
cooling beverage j but it is not taken by children. 
People in Karachi keep vessels full of bhang handy 
in the hot weather and distribute it by way of 
charity to any one who wants it. 

81. Certain persons gradually get into habits of 
excess by continually smoking it. It is difficult to 
abandon the habit. 

32. Whenever in Karachi a panchayat is conven¬ 
ed, it is the custom to distribute bhang. The 
bhang mixed with sugar and powder is distributed 
to the members. The same practice is observed at 
8hivaratri, when bhang prepared with sugar is first 
offered to Shiva along with powdered bread and then 
distributed to all those who come to the Shivalaya 
to worship the Linga, After they have finished 
the worship, they drink the bhang and eat the 


powdered bread there and then go home to their 
houses. Bhang is called the plant of Shiva. The 
use of bhang in the above manner does not lead to 
a habit of taking it, nor is it injurious. 

83. Bhang is generally drank as a digestive and 
as a cooling draught. It is liked by most people. 
The use of ganja and charas is not, as a rule, re¬ 
garded favourably by people. No custom of wor¬ 
shipping any of these drags prevails. 

34. It would cause eerious privation to most per¬ 
sons if they had to forego the use of bhang. 
Bhang drinking helps the powers of digestion. 
Bhang is beneficial in many other ways. 

35. It would be difficult to prohibited the use 
of it. The prohibition would cause serious dis¬ 
content, and if it were prohibited by a weak 
Government, it would cause much disturbance. 
The bhang drinkers would not have recourse to 
alcoholic stimulants, but ganja and charas smokers 
would be greatly discontented, for they would be 
much inconvenienced by such a prohibition. 

36. No. The use of bhang has taken the plaoe 
of alcoholic stimulants, for many men have given 
up the habit of taking alcoholic stimulants and 
taken to bhang, for bhang has cooling effects. 

87. Charas is more intoxicating than ganja. 

88, Round ganja is more intoxicating. Chur 
and flat ganja are less intoxicating, hence round 
ganja is preferred. 

39. The best bhang is cultivated in Shikarpur. 
The zamindars pluok off ghundi* from the plant 
and pound and drink them. These ghundi* (knot¬ 
ted leaves and young twigs) form a kind of ganja. 
The ghundi* after they are pounded and drank are 
as intoxicating as ganja. This is called bhang of 
ghundi*. If ganja is to be prepared, it can pro¬ 
bably be prepared from the ghundi*. 

_ 40. Bhang is used in the treatment of cattle 
disease and is used in many human diseases. It ia 
prescribed by Unani (Greek) physicians and Hindu 
doctors in some diseases. 

41. (4) Bhang is used as a digestive. It gives 
staying-power and alleviates fatigue. 

( c ) The moderate use of ganja and charas is a 
stimulant and produces appetite. 

42. In my opinion moderate use is harmless. 

48. Moderate consumers are inoffensive to their 
neighbours and others. 

44. Bhang produces appetite. Ganja and charas 
pioduce heat in the constitution. If consumers 
cannot get the drag, they are greatly inconveni¬ 
enced. The effect lasts for one or two hours. It* 
creates appetite and produces heat. It is beneficial 
m cases of flatulence and enlarged spleen. 

45, Moderate use produces no noxious effects. 

Moderate use of bhang is not injurious. 

Excessive use of ganja and charas is injurious 
because it brings on coughing, ’ 

46. Excessive use of ganja and charas is injurious 
to the consumer. 

47, No. 

'49. Yes; many use it as an aphrodisiac. Yes; 
prostitutes also so use it. The use of bhang does 
not produce impotence but ganja and charas pro- 
duoe impotence and debility m old age. 

55. Complete stupefaction is not produced by 
any of these drags. v 
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56. The effects o£ bhang are cooling, If bhang 
is drunk mixed with massala its intoxicating effects 
are lessened, If drunk to excess, its intoxicating 
effects are weakened only by taking pickles and 
ghee. It is not usual to drink bhang mixed with 
dhatura, 

57. Ganja and chaias are used in smoking. 

58. The system in my opinion is working well, 

60. Ganja is not prepared in my province, 

61. Charas is not prepared in Sind. 

62. When an acre or two of bhang is cultivated, 
the cultivation is undertaken after obtaining a 
license and is under Government control. Sometimes 
cultivators sow a plant or two on the ridges of fields, 
or seeds fallen by chance on the ground spring up. 
If Government were to control this growth and 
order it to be put a stop to, it would be well. 


68, I have no objection to the present system. 

64. I have no objections to the regulations. The 
Government orders allowing every man to trans¬ 
port 40 tolas are not objectionable, if transported 
within the same zilla; but it is objectionable to 
transport from one zilla to another. 

65. The present taxation should continue in my 
opinion. 

66. In my opinion the present system should 
continue. 

67. I have no objections. 

68. In my opinion the present system should 
continue. 

69. Shops should be opened where necessary, 

70. Those who import quantities exceeding the 
prescribed limit are punished. No duty is paid in 
respect to them. 


84. Evidence of Dayabam Kishunchand, Bhang , Charas and Ganja, and Opium 

Farmer, Hyderabad . 


1. I give the answers from my personal know¬ 
ledge and experience, as I have managed the drugs 
farms for many days. 

2. All the drags are known in my province by 
the same names which are given in the book. 

3. I hear that the wild hemp plant grows spon¬ 
taneously in the Punjab and Quetta, where it 
springs up aided by snow. I cannot, however, 
give any positive information about it. 

4. It is known by the names of sai, subzi, 
Shiva’s plant, nangin and bubakain. These names 
refer to the same plant. 

5. The wild hemp does not grow in my province, 
hence I cannot give the special conditions of 
climate, etc. 

6. I cannot say, as the plant does not grow 
here. 

7. It is cultivated— 
not for (a); 

not for (4); 
but for (c). 

Not for fibres, but for seeds (d). 

It is only cultivated in the villages of Khebar 
and Mehar, taluka Halla, district Hyderabad; 
about 500 mauuds are produced. The farmer buys 
it there. It is also cultivated in Bubak, taluka 
Sehwan, zilla Karachi, and about 3,000 maunds 
are produced. The farmer buys that too. In the 
Hyderabad zilla about 500 maunds are produced, 
out of which 100 maunds are purchased by the 
farmer. 

8. In Khebar and Mehar, taluka Halla, about 
1,200 maunds of bhang used to be raised, but now 
about 100 maunds only are produced, 

Btasons. The cultivators are engaged in other 
cultivation. The produce in Bubak is stationary; 
it has neither increased nor decreased. 

9. It is cultivated like other cultivation. The 
land is first irrigated, ploughed, and scattered with 
seeds, but the Kemp cultivation requires more 
water and more care. 

10. Yes; it is mostly cultivated by Belochs, 
Pirs, Sayads and other fakirs without permission. 
Y es, in addition to the above, there are other culti¬ 
vators of the hemp plant who belong to the same 
class as other agricultural cultivators. 

11. The ganja plants are not cultivated in this 


province, nor does the wild bhang grow here, 
therefore I cannot say anything about them. 

12. No wild hemp is cultivated in the Hydera¬ 
bad zilla, and I do not know whether ganja is 
produced from it or not. The male plantB growing 
in the Hyderabad district are extirpated. It is 
said that they are bhangro, i,e. } male plants, and 
are not used in drinking. 

13. The cultivation of the hemp plant for the 

f roduction of ganja is not restricted in Hyderabad, 
t is restricted, but the restriction is not in 
practice, nor are people acquainted with that kind 
of cultivation, but ganja is cultivated in Panvel, 
in Bombay, and in Cutch and Bhooj. It can be 
cultivated, but the people are not acquainted with 
the mode of cultivation, nor is it usual to cultivate 
it here, hence it is not cultivated. 

14. (a) and (4) No. 

(c) Yes. 

It is cultivated only in Hyderabad and Karachi 
districts, and about 3,500 are raised. 

15. The wild plant does not at all grow here, so 
I cannot say anything about its preparation, drink¬ 
ing or smoking, but the following particulars are 
given about the cultivated plant:— 

[A) Bhang is not ordinarily smoked, but some 
persons smoke ghundis mixed with tobacco 
as ganja. 

(2?) Bhang is not ordinarily eaten raw, but in 
exceptional cases awad/wol fakirs powder the 
dry leaves in their hands, and eat them raw 
in order to get more intoxication. Majum 
is also made from the dry leaves of bhang. 
The leaves are boiled and mixed with su¬ 
gar. 

(C) The plant is reaped and dried, after which 
it is beaten, and the leaves and stalks are 
separated. The stalks are thrown away, and 
the leaves and seeds are kept for drinking. 

16. No; people do not cultivate the hemp plant 
in their houses. Yes; it can be prepared. I know 
nothing about these (ganja and charas). 

17. Hindus and Mussulmans, peasants, only pre¬ 
pare bhang and nothing else. 

18. The intoxicating effects of ganja are lessen¬ 
ed after the lapse of three years, those of charas 
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after the expiry of two years, and those of bhang I 
after the lapse of three years. After twelve months 
it changes its colour. Yes; they lose their intoxicat¬ 
ing effects in time. They can keep good for two 
or three years. They deteriorate if kept for a long 
time, for they are products of soil. I believe there 
are no measures which can prevent their deteriora¬ 
tion. 

19. Yes; they are used only for smoking in this 
province ; they are put to no other uses. 

20. All classes of people smoke them, except 
Europeans, Parsis, Boras, and Akoli Sikhs. 

The smokers will form about one-fourth of these 
classes. They are smoked mostly in madhis and 
otaras. No special places are fixed for them. 

21. Flat ganja is preferred. Chur is smoked 
only by poor persons, for they get it cheaper. No 
special place is appointed for them. 

22. No native cliaras is prepared, but foreign 
charas is imported from Yarkand, called Yarkandi 
charas. First it is imported in Amritsar, and 
thence it is ordered by merchants here. 

23. Bhang is not used for smoking, but excessive 
smokers smoke the ghundis of bhang in place of 

f anja, if they do not get it in time. No place is 
xed ’for them, and gAundii are so used on very 
rare occasions. 

24. Awadhoot fakirs occasionally eat bhang 
when they get no time to pound it. People of all 
classes think bhang, except Europeans, Parsis and 
Bhoras. It is drunk in otafas, madAis, houses, etc. 

I cannot give the exact proportion of the bhang 
eaters, but of bhang drinkers there may be 6 out of 
10 . 

26. The use of ganja is decreasing, but that of 
bhang and charas is increasing. The reasons are 
that ganja does not produce intoxication immedia¬ 
tely, hence its use is decreasing. Charas produces 
an instantaneous intoxication, hence it is extensively 
used. Bhang is cooling, hence it is more resorted to. 

26. These preparations cannot be accurately 
given, but the following are estimated to be the 
numbers 

(a) Bhang, charas, and ganja J. 

(4) Cannot be ascertained. 

(c) Bhang i, charas ganja T V- 
Cannot be given. 

27. The consumers are sauyasis, wandering sut- 
herias, mochees, muhanas and kanjai’s. 

The company of the smokers of these dings 
often leads to these habits, and sometimes they are 
taken as an antidote against diseases. 

28. («) Bhang 14 tola, 6 pies; charas 14 
massa, 9 pies; ganja 14 massa, 6 pies. 

(4) Nothing. 

29. In exceptional eases coriander, aniseed, 
poppy-seeds, cardamom, sugar, almonds,, saffron, 
mace and milk are mixed with bhang. In ordi¬ 
nary cases tobacco is mixed with ganja and charas 
by all, except Europeans, Parsis and Boras. Dha- 
tura is not so used. These mixtures give more 
pleasure. No other massalas are sold with bhang 
and charas, but these are purchased separately, 
and nothing else but water is mixed with them. 

30. One person can consume ten tolas of bhang 
one tola charaB and one tola ganja singly or in 
company. The habit of using these drugs prevails 
among fnen and boys and occasionally among 
women. 

81. The habit is easily formed in company, and 
it is difficult to break off; the moderate habitual 


use leads to the excessive if the quantity is daily 
increased. 

32. There are religious and social customs m 
regard to the consumption of bhang alone: when 
parties meet for performing worship or for singing 
the praises of God, bhang is used, and Mussalmans 
use it in Muharram. The use of bhang in the 
above cases is considered rather essential, 'On such 
occasions its use is moderate, and there is no doubt 
that its use will lead to habit, but it will not be 
injurious. 

83. The consumers regard the use as a good. 
There is no public opinion in regard to it. I do 
not think that any form of the narcotic is disreput¬ 
able, for all classes of people partake of it. The 
hemp plant is not worshipped here, but the bhang 
drink is offered to god Shiva. 

34. It would, indeed, be a privation for the con¬ 
sumers of these drugs to forego the use. About 
one-fourth of such consumers. 

85, The prohibition would not be feasible. The 
drug would be used illicity. Tho prohibition can¬ 
not be enforced. It would occasion discontent 
among the consumers. Government revenue 
would suffer. The consumers might create a ■ dis¬ 
turbance. The prohibition will be followed by a 
recourse to other drugs. 

86. Aleohol is not used as a substitute for 
these drugs. 

37. Yes; charas produces intoxication «fc once, 
whereas ganja takes time. 

38. These different kinds of ganja have differ¬ 
ent effects in degree and not in kind. 

89. GAundii of bhang are smoked and drank. 
Majum is also prepared from them, which is used 
in eating; bhang is used as bhang. It is not in 
any way injurious. 

40. They are not prescribed by native doctors 
for drinking or smoking. Native physicians some¬ 
times use bhang in medicinal preparations. Only 
bhang is used in the treatment of cattle-disease. 

41. Yes— 

(a) Bhang alone. 

(4) Bhang gives staying-power under severe 
exertion, and charas and ganja in other 
cases. 

(c) No. 

(rf) I cannot say. 

42. Answer to this is given in 41. 

43. No. 

44. Yes; it is refreshing. It produces moder- 
rate intoxication. It creates appetite alter one or 
two hours. It allays hunger immediately after 
drinking it. Its effects last for two or three 
houi’B. There‘aa , e no after-effects. The want pro¬ 
duces no uneasiness to the moderate drinker, but 
it creates a temporary longing. 

45. («), (4), (c) (e) No. 

(d) No; but ganja and charas produce 
asthma. 

(/) The moderate use will not. It does 
not produce insanity. 

(g) It is used by persons suffering from 
mental anxiety or brain disease to obtain relief. 

46. Excessive use will bring on all the di¬ 
seases mentioned in 45. 

47 and 48. No. 

49, Yes; prostitutes use it so. Its toe for 
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this purpose is more injurious than its use as an 
ordinary narcotic, for it would produce weakness 
and debility. The use of hemp does not produce 
impotence. 

50. The excessive use of the drugs is injuri¬ 
ous. 

51. Yes; no connection. 

52. There may be very few bad characters who 
use these drugs m excess, but they are not bold 
enough to commit offences such as affray. 

58 and 54. No. 

55. Yes; complete stupefaction can be induced 
by mixing ganja and bhang; and if a consumer 
uses it in excess, there is every probability of his 
becoming unconscious. 

56. The intoxicating effects of bhang are les¬ 
sened by mixing coriander and aniseed with 
it, and this mixture is cooling. Dhatura is not 
mixed. 


is not in Government custody as other narcotics 
are, and people cultivate it without a license and 
reap and take it home without permission. This 
encourages smuggling and leads to increase the use 
of narcotios. 

68. I have no objection. 

64. I have no objections; but the quantity, 

40 tolas, allowed to eaeh man to take from one 
place to another, from one taluka to another, 
without a pass, is excessive. He cannot use so 
much. If allowed to take the above quantity, 
there is great probability of illicit transport and of 
the increase of the use. Therefore the possession 
of bhang should he reduced to ten tolas and ganja 
and charas to five tolas each. This is my opinion. 

65. The taxation is reasonable, and there ap¬ 
pears to be no-reason for making any alterations 
in it. 

66. There appears to be no reason for making 
any alteration in it. 


57. Chains and ganja are not drank, but are 
smoked. 

58. The system is working well. It is not 
capable of improvement in my opinion. 

59. I do not think that there is any necessity 
of making any improvement in it. 

60. Ganja is hot cultivated in my province. 

61. Chains is not cultivated in my province. 

62. Bhang prepared from the hemp plant is well 
prepared, but it requires to be controlled over. It 


67. I have no objection. 

68. There are no such shops, and it is not ne¬ 
cessary to have such shops in this province. 

69. The wishes of the people are consulted and 
are considered. 

70. There are no such facts. Restrictions and 
measures against importation and smuggling are 
in force, and they are sufficient. If any drug is so 
imported, immediate measures are taken to bring 
the offender to justice j and I can offer no further 
remarks in the matter. 


35. Evidence of Dra Mahomed, Contractor , SMkarpur. 


8. In the Shikarpur district. 

4. In Sind it is called bhang and is known by 
no other name. 

6. The wild plant generally grows dense, but its 
growth is scattered if the soil is poor. 

7. Bhang is cultivated in my province; bhang 
is produced here, but ganja and charas are import¬ 
ed from foreign countries. 

8. Particulars under this question can be obtain¬ 
ed from Government records. 

9. The process of cultivation is as under:— 

The land is cleaved of jungle, irrigated, ploughed, 
after which seeds are scattered over it. 

10. They do not belong to special classes. Many 
persons cultivate bhang in this district. 

11. Ganja plants are not produced from the 
seeds of the wild plant. It is a different kind of 
the hemp plant which produces ganja, 

12. No hemp is cultivated for the production of 
ganja in my province, nor is such a practice pre¬ 
valent here. Ganja is imported from foreign 
countries. 

18. The cultivation of the hemp plant for ganja 
is not restricted. But no such practice exists in 
Sind. 

14. Ganja and charas are not prepared, but 
bhang is cultivated, and this is extensively used by 
people here. 

15. Charas is made from the flowers of the 
hemp plant and ganja from its leaves, Charas and 
ganja are smoked; bhang is pounded, mixed with 
water and then drank. Such a practice prevails 
in this province, 

16. There is no special mode of preparing bhang. 


The plants are cut and dried wherever they grow, 
and bhang is prepared from them. But ganja and 
charas are prepared from hemp plant, where it 
grows or in any other place. 

17. Hindus, Mussulmans, Bengalis, Pathans, 
Marwadis and Hindustanis. 

18, Thege drqgs do not deteriorate if properly 
taken care of. They can keep good for ten years 
with ordinary care, but soon get spoiled by water. 

19, Ganja and charas are only used in smoking. 

20. No speoial class or classes smoke them; a 
certain number of people of all classes smoke them, 
and the rest do not. 

21, Very little ganja is used in this province. 
Very few persons smoke it; no particular kind is 
preferred. 

22. Ganja is extensively used in Hindustan, 
Hindustanis use ganja, and it is imported either 
from the Punjab or Hindustan. 

28. Only that kind of the hemp plant from 
which ganja is made is used in smoking. 

24. In all provinces Hindustan and Sind, bhang 
is pounded and drank. Very few persons eat 
bhang. 

25. The use of bhang is increasing, and so of 
charas, but the consumption of ganja in this pro¬ 
vince is very limited. 

26. No definite proportions of people consume 
these drags. The proportions are given under 
Nos. 28 and 80, and more quantity is consumed ou 
festivals and gatherings. 

27. Hindus and Mussalmans and others consume 
these drugs. Company with consumers ol these 
drugs leads to the formation of a habit, 
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28. The cost of bhang per diem to customers can¬ 
not be fixed. Some spend 8 pies, some 1 pie, some 
2 pies, some 2 annas, and some 4 annas; but there 
are very few excessive consumers. The cost of 
cbaras per diem is from 1 pice to 4 pice or 2 annas, 
and very little ganja is used in this province. 

29. Aniseed, cardamoms, cummin seeds and 
almonds are sometimes mixed and pounded with 
bhang, and sugarcandy is also added. Dhatura is 
mixed by some persons to make the bhang more 
intoxicating. Pew persons mix dhatura with 
bhang for the purpose of committing crime. No 
ingredient is mixed with ganja and charas. 

80. Some persons consume 1 tola, some \ tola, 
some 5 tolas, and some 2J tolas. If it is drunk in 
company, the quantity sufficient to meet the wants 
of all is ordered. It is used both by men and 
women. Iu Sind boys are also in the habit of 
drinking bhang, but m a less quantity than men. 

81. Long practice leads to the formation of a 
habit. It is difficult to break off. The moderate 
habit does not develop into the excessive. 

82. It is forbidden by Muhammadan religion to 
use these drags. More information about the 
practice of using it among the Hindus can be 
obtained from them. The use of bhang, charas 
and ganja leads to the formation of a habit, and is 
also injurious. 

83. The use of these drags is considered to be a 
habit. It is forbidden according to the Muhammad¬ 
an religion. There is no religious opinion in regard 
to it. But the Hindus worship it and it is not in 
disrepute. But the use according to the Mussalman 
religion is disreputable. 

84. It would be a privation to consumers to fore¬ 
go its U6e. Men of all classes use them. 

35. Government can prohibit the use, but gra¬ 
dually. The drag would be illicitly used. It 
would occasion discontent among the consumers. 
The discontent will not amount to political danger. 
People will have recourse to the use of a little 
quantity of alcohol. 

36. Alcohol is not substituted for any of these 
drags. 

37. The intoxication of ganja is keener than 
that of charas, 

38. Ganja is not used in this province. 

39. It is not injurious. 

40. They are prescribed by physicians, and are 
used in the treatment of cattle-disease. 

41. It is beneficial. 

42. Even the moderate use will be injurious, but 
after a long time. 

43. No. 

44. It produces intoxication. It does not allay 
hunger. Its intoxicating effects last four or five 
hours. The want of it produces longing. 

45. (a) No. 

( i ) It impairs the constitution, 

(c) It injures the digestion. 

(d) It does not cause dysentery, but causes 


asthma in the end. It induoes laziness, but does 
not induce habits of immorality. 

[f) The excessive use deadens the intellect. It 
doeB not produce insanity. Ganja will not produce 
insanity, nor will insanes confess to the use of the 
drug. 

iff) They obtain relief. The excessive use of 
bhang leads into too much indulgence. 

46. They are used both in moderation and in 
excess. 

47. The use of bhang leads to the formation of 
a habit, but it has no effect upon the children. 

48. Each of the drags can be consumed in excess. 

49. These drags are used as aphrodisiac. Pros¬ 
titutes use them so. The excessive use of bhang 
produces impotence after a long time. 

50. Answers are given under No. 46. 

51. Bad charcters use these drags moderately, 
and habitually, but their use has no connection with 
crime. 

52. Their use has no connection with crime, as is 
said above. 

53 and 54. No, 

55. Persons are not stupefied, but sufis (persons 
not habituated to the use of narcotics) are stupefied 
even without admixture. 

56. Dhatura is mixed with bhang to make it 
more intoxicating for personal consumption and 
also for administration to others, but this is done on 
rare occasions. 

57. Ganja and charas are not used in drinking, 

but are used in smoking. * 

58. The system is working well, but the rates 
are dear, which give immense profit to the farmer. 

59. The agreement of the farmer should contain 
a condition that he will sell the drags at a fixed 
rate. 

60. Ganja is not prepared here. 

61. Charas is not prepared here. It is mostly 
imported from IChorassan and other countries. 

62. The cultivation of the hemp plant for the 
production of bhang is sufficiently taken care of by 
the cultivators. 

63. The farmer Bells these drags at high rates. 
These should be improved. 

64. I have no objections. 

65. The practice of drinking bhang prevails 
chiefly in Sind. The taxation of the same is rea¬ 
sonable, but the farmer sells it dear. 

66. I have no objections. 

67. No. 

68. There are shops in my province. 

69. The wishes of the people are not consulted. 

70. These drags are not smuggled from Native 
States ; the smugglers, if any, are detected and 
punished. Duty is really paid on such drags; 
these drags are bought from the shops and used as 
usual by certain people of all classes, and not by 
any particular class. 
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EVIDENCE OF BERAR WITNESSES- 


1. Evidence of Mr. A. Elliott, Deputy Commissioner, Wun District. 


51. Daring my service of more than twenty- 
four years in Berar, I do not remember any case 
in which the accused person was supposed to have 
committed the crime as a result of use of these 
drugs j nor does the moderate use of these drugs 
convert the consumers into bad characters, nor, 
vice versa, are bad characters, as a rule, consumers 
of these drugs. 

52. The excessive use of these drugs is injurious 
to the health of the consumers, and, I believe, 
affects their mind and intellect, but does not, as 
far as • my experience goes, tend towards crime. 
On the contrary, the excessive use of these drugs 
so. completely undermines the health, nerve, and 
mind of the consumer as to leave him almost 
incapable of committing premeditated crime. 

58. I do not know of any such case, but it is 
quite possible that excessive indulgence in any of 


these drags, particularly bhang, might lead to 
temporary frenzy, during which unpremeditated 
crime might be committed, 

54. Not that I am aware of. 

55. Certain classes of criminals do use drags of 
various kinds to stupefy their victims, or even to 
kill them; this type of criminal was more common 
in old days than now. Whether ganja, bhang, 
and charas were, or are, more frequently the drags 
used for this purpose than dhatura or other drugs 
I do not know, but as far as I am aware the action 
of these drugs would not be sufficiently rapid to 
suit the purposes of the criminal in most cases. 
I have never seen any experiments made with 
these drags, and do not know whether complete 
stupefaction can be induced by them without 
admixture. 


2. Evidence of Kha.n Bahadur Shamsuddin Ali Khan, Officiating Deputy 

Commissioner, Basim District. 


51. No. None so far as has come to my notice 
in this district. 

52. Not come under notice in this district. 

53. Probably would, but I cannot speak from 
personal observations. No. 


54. Not so far as I know. Liquor is generally 
taken on such occasions both before and after 
committing the offence. 

55. I have not come across any such cases. I 
I believe it can. 


3, Evidence of C. Sham Rao, Attache to the Resident at Hyderabad, now at Pusad, 

Basim District. 


1. I obtained the information regarding the 
matters connected with hemp drags from ganja 
smokers and opium contractor of this taluk, who 
sells ganja. 

2. Yes. Siddhi, bhang, subji or patti, charas ; 
only flat ganja is known in this part of the pro¬ 
vince. 

8. So far as I can ascertain, the hemp plant 
does not seem to grow in this part of the province 
except near Khamgaon in Akola district. It is 
cultivated there to a small extent. 

4. It is known as the ganja plant. 

5. As it is not grown here, so I cannot give 
answer to this. 

6. There is no growth of wild hemp in this part 
of the province. 

7 and 8. As it is not cultivated iff this district, 
I am unable to answer to this question. 

9. It is sown like jawari and cheena by means 
of plough with ganja seeds. 

10, Agricultural cultivators, in order to sell it, 
cultivate ganja by obtaining license from the 
authorities, 

11, Without cultivation ganja is not grown, 
vol, vii< 


In this taluk no ganja is either cultivated or 
grown, 

13. So far as I know, there is no restriction. It 
is only cultivated in Khamgaon. Ganja could be 
grown if cultivated here. No special condition of 
climate, soil, eto., is necessary. 

14. Ganja and bhang are prepared here, but 
charas is not manufactured here. Bhang is used 
for drinking purposes as beverage, and ganja is 
used for smoking, 

15. The compressed flower tops of leaves are 
washed with cold water and a little tobacco is 
added to it and used for smoking. 

Ganja leaves devoid of flower tops and seeds are 
pounded with rich spice {such as cardamoms, 
nutmegB, cloves, saffron, sugar, black pepper) and 
drank as beverage in summer. This preparation 
is called bhang. 

16. Bhang is generally prepared by the well- 
to-do people in their houses. Hemp grown every¬ 
where may be used for the preparation of bhang, 
Charas is prepared from ganja plants. 

17. Bhang is used by rich classes, and ganja by 
sanyasis, gosains, fakirs, etc. 

18. Generally ganja does -not last more than a 
year'. Bhang should be prepared and taken at 

2 u 
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once. Charas lasts for four years. Ganja should 
be aerated, but not exposed to sun or rain. 

19. Ganja and charas are used only for smoking 
purposes. Tobacco is mixed with ganja when 
smoking and goodakhoo (a preparation of tobacco 
and jagri) while smoking. Charas is used in 
Hindustan. In this province only ganja is used. 

20. Rich classes and Kayaths in Hindustan 
greatly make use of charas. It is a costly thing. 
As ganja could be procured cheaply, so mendicants, 
such as fakirs, gosains, largely make use of it. 

21. Only flat variety of ganja is procurable 
here, and so it is used here. Round variety is not 
procurable here. 

22. No charas is used here. 

23. Bhang is never used for smoking, but only 
for drinking purposes. 

24. Well-to-do people use bhang for drinking. 
This is a cooling beverage and generally used in 
the hot season. 

25. It is neither on increase nor on decrease. 
The use of these depends on the means of persons 
who are addicted to their use. 

26. (a) 25 per cent, of the consumers. 

(A) 5 per cent, of the consumers. 

(e) 69 per cent, of the consumers. 

(d) 1 per cent, of the consumers. 

27. Habitual moderate consumers, habitual 
excessive consumers and occasional excessive con¬ 
sumers are mostly gosains, fakirs, ascetics, etc. 
Middle class men, when they accidentally approach 
the smokers, partake of it out of fancy. Gosains, 
fakirs, and ascetics smoke ganja to make them¬ 
selves impotent, and to forget other worldly plea¬ 
sures by being partially or wholly stupefied by 
the influence of these drugs. 

28. (ffi) One anna per diem. 

( b) Pour annas per diem, 

29. (c) Tobacco is ordinarily mixed; (A) excep¬ 
tionally arsenic, nux vomica, and dhatura are 
mixed. In Berars bhang massala is not prepared 
for sale. It is procurable in Hindustan. Carda¬ 
moms, cloves, sweet almonds, and sugar form the 
ingredients, 

30. Ganja is smoked in company, and so also is 
bhang drunk. It is generally used by the male 
class. In Hindustan children are given bhang in 
the form of a beverage. Those above ten years 
generally use the drag. 

31. It is easily formed by society, but difficult 
to break it. There is a tendency to develop into 
the excessive use. 

32. There is no custom in this part of the pro¬ 
vince, social or religious, in regard to the consump¬ 
tion. 

33. Hemp plant is not worshipped by any class 
of men here. But on occasions of religious cere¬ 
monies, such as the feast of “ Khandoba,” “ Maha- 
sheo Ratri,” it is offered to the persons addicted to 
use them. The social opinion is in favour of 
moderate use of ganja and bhang. Excessive use 
of the said narcotic substance has made it to fall 
into disrepute. 

84. If persons accustomed to the use of the said 
narcotic substance are deprived of the use of it, 
they will lose their energy and behave like a mad. 
man. This is applicable in the case of moderate 
and excessive consumers, 

35, It is feasible to prohibit the use of these 


drags. It can be consumed illicitly. The prohi¬ 
bition can be enforced by the strict regulation of 
the law. In this taluk there would be discontent 
to a small extent among the consumers, but that 
would not result into any political danger; the 
prohibition of that substance would not be followed 
by the use of other alcoholic substance. 

36. Alcohol is not used for these drags as a 
substitute. 

87. Charas is not used here, but the intoxication 
produced by smoking charas is very strong and 
lasts long, namely, for a couple of hours. 

38. Chur and round ganja are never sent for 
and used in this taluk. 

89. Drinking the preparation of hemp plant is 
less injurious than smoking the same. The drink¬ 
ing bhang keeps the body cool and healthy. 

40. Native doctors prescribe it for medicinal 
puiposes, chiefly for persons suffering from vene¬ 
real disease. They also prescribe ganja smoking 
to persons bitten by venomous reptiles. 

41. Moderate use of ganja'and charas is bene- 
cial to digest food, to alleviate fatigue, and to 
prevent disease in malarious and unhealthy tracts. 
The labouring classes, gosains, ascetics, and fakirs 
make use of these drags in large proportions, while 
persons belonging to higher class make use of it in 
a very small proportion as luxury. Moderate 
occasional use is better than its habitual use. 

42. Smoking is not beneficial nor harmless if 
they do not use substantial food. 

43. They are quite inoffensive to their neigh¬ 
bours. 

44. It has got refreshing effects immediately on 
the habitual consumers by its moderate use. It 
allays hunger in case of habitual consumers, and in 
case of occasional consumers it creates appetite. 
Its effects last about two or three hours and bring 
on jolly temper. It produces longing and unea¬ 
siness on the minds of habitual consumers if their 
want is not sufficiently gratified. 

45. It produces noxious effects, namely, mental, 
moral, and physical. It impairs constitution. In 
case of habitual moderate consumers it causes loss 
of appetite. It produces asthma, but I do not 
know about dysentery or bronchitis. It impairs 
the moral sense, induces laziness, and to acquire 
habits of immorality. It deadens intellect and 
makes a man dull. It produces a sort of madness. 

46. It impairs the system very much. The 
consumer becomes very weak and exhausted, and 
he cannot manage without an excessive dose, and 
his power of intellect suffers. 

47. It does not affect the children in any way, 
and it does induce hereditary habit. 

48. The children of the habitual excessive con¬ 
sumers are very weak. It is not hereditary even in 
this ease. 

49. Moderate use of bhang is practised by males 
as an aphrodisiac. Prostitutes do not use bhang 
as an aphrodisiac, but smoke ganja as a vocal 
stimulant. It is more injurious when taken as an 
aphrodisiac because it taxes the sexual organs 
more than under ordinary circumstances. Moder¬ 
ate use does not produce impotence. 

50. Excessive use of ganja is practised by 
gosains, fakirs, etc., as an aphrodisiac and to avoid 
cold and fatigue, etc. It tends to produce impo¬ 
tence. 

51. Some of the bad characters are habitual 
moderate consumers of ganja. Some other ganja 
smokers when they are short of money pick pockets 
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and commit minor thefts. It has no connection 
with crime of any special character. 

52. Bad characters are not generally habitual 
excessive consumers of any of these drugs; and 
there seems to be no connection between excessive 
use of any of these drugs and crime, because when 
they are once fully under the influence of these 
drugs they are quite incapacitated even to move 
about. 

5?,. Excessive indulgence in any of these drugs 
does not incite to unpremeditated crime. I do not 
know of any case in which it has led to temporary 
homicidal frenzy. 

54. These drugs are not used by criminals to 
fortify themselves to commit a premeditated act of 
violence or other crime. 

55. In this part of the country criminals do not 
use any of these drugs for the purposes noted in 


the question. Complete stupefaction may be pro¬ 
duced by this drug without admixture. 

56. The effects of hemp are intensified by the 
admixture of dhatura, but lessened by mixing with 
tobacco. Very few of the excessive habitual con¬ 
sumers of ganja smoke it mixed with a small 
proportion of dhatura. 

57. Ganja is sometimes fried in ghee mixed 
with sugar and spices, all well pounded into a 
mass, and eaten. It produces slight stupefaction 
and agreeable dreams. 

58. I consider that the present system of excise 
administration in this part of the province is work¬ 
ing well. 

60. Ganja is not produced in this part of the 
province. 

61. Charas is neither produced nor used here. 


4. Evidence of Rao Bahadur Vaman Narayen Bapat, Extra Assistant 

Commissioner, Amraoti District. 


51. I cannot say that any large proportion of 
bad characters ol Berar are habitual moderate 
consumers of any of these drugs. I would say 
that only a very small class of bad characters is 
addicted to smoking of ganja, and the majority of 
them are given up to liquor and opium. There is 
not apparently much connection between the moder¬ 
ate use of ganja and crime in general, or in parti¬ 
cular. As a general rale, it may be safely asserted 
that people who habitually commit crime, are 
<riven up cither to liquor, opium or ganja, the pro¬ 
fessional classes of criminals perhaps being excepted. 
The reason of this general addiction of offenders to 
some intoxicant or other is that they almost always 
belong to degraded classes of society. Their morals 
are very low, and they have no public opinion as 
such to restrain them from such evil habits. Thus 
even boys take to ganja, opium, or liquor from 
their boyhood, in which they find no small encour¬ 
agement from the examples of their elders. Thus 
brought up, they naturally are averse to all man¬ 
ner of serious work, which alone can secure for 
them their bare living. Added to this is the sharp 
and irrepressible craving for the stimulants which 
cannot wait. Hence they are disposed to commit 
small thefts, more for the acquisition of the stimul¬ 
ants than for that of the means of livelihood. So I 
think that any of these stimulants do not stand as 


cause to effect towards commission of crimes. 
The ganja smokers' crime is generally petty thiev¬ 
ing, I have no reason to believe that bhang 
eating or drinking leads to crime. 

52. The excessive use of ganja smoking is 
believed to lead to insanity. Of course crimes 
may be committed in this state for which the of- 
ender cannot be held responsible. Ganja smoking 
in excess leads to crimes of personal injury even 
amounting to murder. 

53. Excessive indulgence in ganja smoking is 
known, in a few cases, to have incited to unpre¬ 
meditated crime of violence to person even up to 
murder. I know of no case in which it had led to 
temporary homicidal frenzy. 

54. I know of no instances in which criminals 
used any of these drags to fortify themselves to 
commit a premeditated act of violence or other 
crime. But it is just possible that criminals in 
very rare cases may be doing this. 

55. I have heard criminals inducing their vic¬ 
tims to partake of some preparations of hemp drags, 
and thereby to stupefy them, so that the intended 
crimes may be easily and safely committed. As 
to whether complete stupefaction can be induced 
without admixture, I am not in a position to say. 


5. Evidence of N. P. Joshi, Extra Assistant Commissioner , Wun District. 


51. The bad characters in Berar are not habi¬ 
tual moderate consumers of hemp drags. There 
may be but very few among the bad. characters 
that are addicted to the smoking of ganja or drink¬ 
ing of bhang. Ido not think moderate use of 
ganja has any connection with the commission of 
crime in general. The consumer of ganja is some¬ 
times prone to pick up quarrels and commit crimes 
such as petty assaults, but I had not before me up 
to date any case in which an offender was found 
guilty of a crime which he had committed while 
be was under the influence of ganja or bhang. 

52. The excessive use of ganja or bhang brings 
•on insanity. In some cases it is temporary, and the 
discontinuance of the use and proper treatment 
jegtore a man to his proper senses after some 
tifne; but in some cases the insanity brought on by 
excessive use is almost permanent, 

vob vii. 


53. The excessive indulgence in ganja smoking 
may in rare instances incite to unpremeditated 
crime of violence, but I know of no case in which 
it had led to temporary homicidal frenzy. 

54. I know of no case in which it was disclosed 
that the offender used ganja or bhang to fortify 
himself to commit any premeditated crime. 

55. I have heard that criminals sometimes 
induce their victims, boys and women especially, to 
partake of hemp drug sweet preparation to further 
their designs. This is done in large fairs where 
thieves distribute the preparation as skami or 
sweetmeats in the name of goddess in the evening, 
and after fall of night freely rob the women and 
the children of their property. 


2 v 2 
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6. Evidence of Mr. J. It. O’Grady, Extra Assistant Commissioner, Badnera. 


51. I do not think that any veiy striking dis¬ 
proportion exists, although habitual moderate con¬ 
sumers of ganja and its several preparations are, I 
believe, somewhat more numerous amongst bad 
characters than amongst men of the same caste or 
class who are law-abiding subjects. This is due, 
as far as I am able to judge from the cases that 
came within the range of my own observation, to 
the downward tendency acquired by men who take 
to a course of bad livelihood. The loss of self-re¬ 
spect thus suffered, especially after a conviction and 
the loosening of the ties of caste or family, or the 
restraints of society, make it easier for an indivi¬ 
dual to take to a habit which is looked upon by the 
generality of his countrymen as low and degrading. 
The term ganjeti, I might here state, is one of re¬ 
proach, and usually carries with it a great deal 
more than its literal meaning of a smoker of ganja. 

2. I do not believe that habitual moderate con¬ 
sumption of the drug has any connection, or per¬ 
haps only a very slight connection, with crime of 
any kind, I have known good charactered police¬ 
men, railway porters, sepoys, sadhus, sanyasis, and 
other Hindu asectics and religious mendicants, 
Marwari bankers and merchants who were con¬ 
firmed consumers, and who, by long habit, had 
acquired the ability of taking astonishingly large 
quantities of the different preparations without 
any apparent ill-effects, morally or physically. 

52. The same remarks apply, only less forcibly, 
to the excessive indulgence in the habit, excessive 
being understood to mean in unaccustomed quan¬ 
tities. I believe that the general tendency of the 
habit, when indulged in to an excess, which the 
means of the persons indulging do not permit, is 
to make him take to such types of crime as 
afford him the facility of adding to his income to 
meet the extra expense. 

The drug, considered in its relation to crime 
generally, occupies, I think, the position rather of 
an agent or tool than its primary cause; Indian 
criminals using it in the same way that a “ Bill 
Sykes," or a “ Moonlighter " would use gin or 
whisky at home, to work up “ Dutch courage ” for 
the commission of acts which had been determined 
on beforehand, and which they would put into 
execution, ganja or no ganja. 

53. Excessive indulgence does, to my know¬ 
ledge, so incite some people. I believe this depends 
upon the natural temperament of the person 
indulging in the drug, in the same way that 
liquor, affects different people differently, putting 
some into a frenzy and making others better 
tempered than when 6ober. It is my opinion that 
weak-minded people who are morose and given to 
brooding are more likely to be led into some act 
of violence or homicidal mania by the use of ganja 
than others who are stronger physically and 
mentally. A case in point is the following -.— 
A pensioned sepoy, now dead, Amrut alias 
Ambrose, served me for a short time at Badnera. 
I had known him for veiy many years. He was 
morose, but of a most humble and, I must say, 
rather cowardly disposition for a man who had 
been an infantry sepoy for some twenty-five years. 
I had him employed in 1884 to watch building 
material at Badnera. Larger quantities of wood 
having been stolen, I took proper steps, and 
Ambrose himself was detected one morning by 
a constable stealing a bundle of wood, and was 
told that I would take him to task later on. At 
10 4. m., when I saw the man, he was excited, had 


an unusually wild look about him, and was grossly 
impertinent on my telling him that he was dis¬ 
missed. I then ordered a constable to put him off 
the premises, and left before the order was carried 
out; but as I was passing within a couple of yards 
of the well in the church compound, which had 
been just sunk to a depth of thirty-five feet, and 
was still unfenced, Ambrose made a sudden rush 
at me from behind, clasped me round the body, 
and, before I had quite realized my position, 
violently pushed me to within two feet of the 
brink of the well, muttering, “ I will kill you and 
die myself." He showed all the strength and 
frenzy of a madman, and it was with the greatest 
difficulty that I prevented him from effecting his 
purpose. When I threw him off, he hurled a big 
stone at me and then rushed at me with a heavy 
billet of wood, and had to be severely handled by 
me before he was quieted. He admitted to me 
afterwards that, fearing I would administer a 
beating to him, he had prepared himself for the 
occasion by smoking a large quantity of ganja, 
to which he had been addicted in moderation for 
about thirty years. Up to this he had always 
borne an extremely good character, both before and 
after taking his pension, and his conduct on the 
occasion referred to above was quite exceptional and 
unlooked for. 

On the other hand, there are many persons 
whom I know to be habitual consumers of the 
drug in large quantities who never displayed such 
homicidal frenzy, even under far more trying cir¬ 
cumstances. An old Telugu servant of mine, who 
is still alive, has been in the habit of smoking ganja 
for over thirty years; but was always hard working, 
thoroughly reliable, and a man of the most even 
temper. 

54. Y es, I believe they are. Ganja is resorted 
to where the necessity arises for the display of 
great endurance, or for the support of pain, 
fatigue or hunger; also sometimes to nerve a man 
to do a daring or ciuel act. It is by the use of 
this drug that the “ tigers," and “ majnoons " and 
other masqueraders are able to stand such an 
extraordinary amount of incessant exertion and 
continued want of sleep during the ten days of 
Muharram. 

Hindu ascetics practise most of their austerities 
under this influence, and it is used also in some 
cases of rude surgery. I have known a servant of 
mine once administer majum to a child of ten 
before subjecting her, as a cure for persistent 
fever, to a most fearful cautery on the small of the 
back with a piece from the neck of a broken earth¬ 
en waterpot which had been made red hot over live 
coals. 

At an execution by decapitation at Hyderabad, 
which I witnessed many years ago, the executioner 
resorted to his ganja chillum several times before 
he worked up sufficient courage to administer the 
fatal stroke. 

At Nawanaggar in Gujarat, in 1868, a Habshi 
retainer of the Baja's murdered his own wife and 
daughter and defied arrest. He was'tried ex parte 
and condemned to death. A half-breed Arab 
volunteered to put the sentence into execution, and, 
approaching the Habshi under pretence of being 
unarmed, but with his naked sword hanging be¬ 
hind his back, cut the man down in front cl his 
own door. I reached the place a few days later 
and spoke with the Arab, who assured me that the 
Habshi being an extraordinarily powerful man and 
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very ferocious, He felt afraid to approach him until 
he had had recourse to hashish or ganja. 

As examples of endurance under influence of the 
drug, I might mention the following few instances 
out of a large number:— 

An artillery sepoy of one of the Contingent 
batteries, whom I knew very well, as he was my 
father’s orderly for a number of years, and after¬ 
wards rose to be a superior native officer, retiring 
as such, was a confirmed smoker of ganja, and 
drank bhang also. He did this from a spirit of 
economy of time and money, to save the expense 
of provisions, and the two or more hours per diem 
which he had to spend in the culinary and cere¬ 
monial functions he had, as a Pardeshi Brahmin, 
to go through daily in the preparation of his food. 
He ate only twice a week, on Sundays and 
Thursdays, military holidays, supporting himself 
during the interval upon small handfuls of chabina 
(parched gram) and other grains, and several 
smokes a day of ganja. He drank bhang as an 
appetiser and digestive on the two days set apart 
for cooked food. He was none the worse for this, 
and discontinued his fasts only after having, like 
most Pardeshis in Berar, acquired a certain com¬ 
petency. He, however, kept to the ganja and 
bhang even after the alleged necessity for indul¬ 
gence had ceased. 

The case of a railway porter, and a sepoy of the 
Hyderabad Contingent Infantry, and of several 
Tapa6wis (Hindu ascetics practising austerities) 
who were under a vow to eat no solid food, cooked 
or uncooked, for various terms of years, seven to 
fourteen, and had the reputation of having kept to 
their vows on cow’s milk and fresh fruit and 
ganja. 

The railway porter, after nearly completing the 
period of his vow, became temporarily mad during 
a hot weather. His insanity wasj however, of 
short duration, and he was re-employed as a “ gate- 
man,” and is still, I believe, on the railway. 

The sepoy, I was credibly informed, completed his 
seven years’ abstinence. I saw him when he was in 
his fifth year, and he looked somewhat pale and 
reduced, but otherwise strong and healthy. He 
lived on only four quarts of fresh milk, with sugar, 
bhang, and several smokes a day of ganja. 

I shall refer to the case of only one of the 
Tapaswis—a man in the “Khaki-baha Math” at 
Hingoli, who was under vow of standing upright, 
night and day, for fourteen years, on milk and 
fruit, assisted by ganja. I saw him when he had 
done ten or twelve years. He was pale, but plump 
and healthy on the enormous quantities of fresh 
fruit, milk and sugar which he consumed daily. 
A medical friend who accompanied me to the 
Math examined the Tapaswi and found that he 
had completly lost the power of fleeting the knees, 
ossification of the joints having supervened through 


long disuse. The man assured us that the torture 
at first was horribly intense, and he was enabled 
to endure it only by consuming large quantities 
of bhang and ganja, etc. His mode of spending 
the night—in the day he shuffled painfully 
about without bending the knees—was by 
suspending the upper portion of his body from the 
arms upwards on a rude gra66 pillow which was 
placed between the pendant ends of the roots of a 
large Sudd tree under which he had taken up his 
residence, night and day, fair weather or foul. I 
saw him repeatedly, once during the heart of a 
severe monsoon. Exposure and bad circulation had 
produced a great swelling of the legs, which a 
hadjarn had attemped to relieve by deep scarifica¬ 
tions from knees to toes with his razor. There 
were scores of these cuts, which had festered into 
deep, irritant, painful sores. The Tapaswi, how¬ 
ever, only smiled with a look of good-tempered 
indifference; but kept applying himself vigorously 
to his ganja chillum or lota of bhanjr, of which 
he consumed astonishingly large quantities. 

55, Preparations of hemp are sometimes used 
by pickpockets and thieves during periods of large 
gatherings of the people at fairs and places of pil¬ 
grimage, also by bhamptat in railway trains and 
waiting rooms to stupefy their victims, whom they 
are thus enabled to rob all the more easily. The 
juice extracted from the green roots of the jawari 
plant is said to be sometimes added to give the drug 
greater effect. The preparation of ganja known 
as majum is sold in large quantities during Dassera, 
Holi, Muhanam, etc. The ordinary quality is 
not very powerful, and is pretty freely partaken 
of by the people. A stronger quality is usually 
kept by such badmash sweetmeat vendors as are 
in league with the pickpockets and thieves. This 
strong majum is sold by the vendors to suitable 
victims, usually unprotected fema'es or young lads 
with ornaments on their person, of which they are 
stripped by the accomplices when stupefied or 
semi-stupelied by the effects of the drag. A case 
of this kind came under my notice many years 
ago. The victim was a young woman with an 
infant in her arms. She was a spectator of the 
“ Ram Lila” tamaaha and fireworks at Ellichpur 
during the Dassera, and walked past me to pur¬ 
chase some sweets. I noticed that she had a 
number of ornaments on her person ; but an hour 
or so later, I found her huddled up under a tree, 
her ornaments taken from her, and she only half 
conscious of the fact. Complete stupefaction did 
not seem to have taken place. The woman moved 
about very much as usual, but appeared as if 
doing so in a somnambulistic state. Majum had 
been given her. 

I myself once partook of a small piece of majum, 
which made me feel dull and stupid, with rushing 
sounds in the head. If I had taken more, it would 
have, I fear, completely stupefied me. 


7. Evidence of Krishnarao Hart, Officiating Extra Assistant Commissioner , 

Buldana, 


1. I had been a tahsildar for some eight years, 
during which time I had often to visit the opium 
and ganja shops in my taluk. It was then that I 
had to come across some information about the 
hemp drugs. As regards Buldana district, I have 
obtained information as much as I could. 

2. In the Buldana district as well as in the 
Amraoti and Akola taluks, where I had served as 
tahsildar, only two narcotic articles are obtained 


naturally from hemp plant, vie., ganja and bhang. 
Cbaras, which is the resinous exudation from the 
hemp plant, is not collected, nor is it imported into 
and sold within the above district or taluks. 

The definitions given in question 2 as to ganja 
and bhang may be accepted for the Buldana dis¬ 
trict. These products are locally known as ganja 
and bhang. 

3. I am not aware of any taluk or district in 
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which the hemp plant grows spontaneously or 
abundantly in Berar. 

7. In the following villages of Mulhapur taluk 
of the Buldana district, the cultivation of hemp 
plant has hitherto been made for the production of 
ganja and bhang alone:—Ghamgaon, Sutale, Burti, 
Godhnapur, Mendhali, Warkhed. 

The hemp plant has never been cultivated for its 
fibre or seed. 

The extent of cultivation, as ascertained from 
the records in the Deputy Commissioner's Office, 
during the past several years, will be seen from 


following figures 

—- 




Years. 




Area* 





A. 

G. 

1878-79 



• a 

. 18 

26 

1879-80 


a 

a • 

. 34 

1 

1880-81 


* 


. 2 

20 

1881-82 


a 


. 44 

34 

1882-83 


a 

• a 

. 33 

0 

1883-84 


a 

a • 

. 29 

37 

1884-86 

• • 

a 

• • 

. 10 

30 

1885-86 

• • 

a 


. 17 

0 

1886-87 

• t 

a 


. 17 

30 

1887-88 

a • 



. 12 

34 

1888-89 

• • 



. 18 

17 

1889-90 

a • 

a 

• * 

. 16 

34 

1890-91 


a 

• • 

. 6 

0 

1891-92 

• a 


• * 

. 6 

34 

1892-93 

1 4 


• 

. 12 

39 

. From the above figures the average area under 


cultivation of the hemp plant during the last fif¬ 
teen years comes to 19 A. 9 G., while the average 
cultivation during the past nine years is far below the 
average area above arrived at. The average during 
the past nine years is also larger than the area 
under cultivation during 1892-98. The cultivation 
is therefore evidently on its decrease. 

The decrease may be attributed to the fact that 
although the produce of the hemp plant is lucra¬ 
tive in itself, yet the compulsion to the cultivators 
to sell the produce to the license vendors alone, and 
the prohibition to export the produce out of Berar, 
do not fetch for them good prices expected by them, 
to cover the expenditure incurred in paying off the 
license fee as well as in the cultivation of the hemp 
plant. 

9. The land in which the hemp seed is to be 
sown is first prepared by means of a plough before 
the commencement of monsoons. The seed is sown 
just at the time the jawari sowings are made, by 
an implement called (ifan. But the hemp seed is 
put into the ground at a distance of about a cubic 
foot to allow the plant to grow in good foliage 
when the seed shoots out and grows into a plant of 
about a foot in height. The male plants, called 
bbangara, are picked out and thrown away as use¬ 
less, they being very injurious to the produce of 
ganja from the female plants. Experts are requir¬ 
ed to recognize the male plants. 

The hemp drug crop is an autumnal one, and 
watered by means of rain, But during droughts 
the crop is required to be watered from wells. 
When the plant grows to the height of about 5 
feet, it becomes flowered and budded, and is then 
in a fit state of being harvested. 

10. The cultivators of hemp plant do not neces¬ 
sarily form a special class. Any agricultural culti¬ 
vator can become a cultivator of hemp plant. 

11. There being no seed available of the wild 
hemp in the district, the plants cultivated for the 
production of ganja are not raised therefrom. 

12. No, I am not aware of any special cultiva¬ 
tion of wild hemp. 

13. The cultivation of the hemp plant is not re¬ 
stricted to any particular part of the district. It is 


freely permitted under certain restriction, vie., the 
cultivator of the plant is required to obtain a license 
from the Deputy Commissioner on payment of Rs. 
10 for every acre or part of an acre of land intend¬ 
ed to be cultivated with the same. Notwithstand¬ 
ing the cultivation is made only in Mulkapur taluk, 
and that too in very few villages. In the other 
two taluks, vts., Chikli and Mehkar, no cultivation 
of the hemp plant is made or ever attempted. 

The soil required for hemp plant cultivation 
should be rich black soil suitable for kharif or au¬ 
tumnal crops. 

14. The hemp plant products, vis., ganja and 
bhang, alone are prepared in villages of the Mulka¬ 
pur taluk, mentioned in answer to question No. 7. 
The figures for the extent of the produce are not 
available. 

15. The following are the methods of prepara¬ 
tion of hemp plant for— 

A. Smoking.— The flowered and budded portion 

of the hemp plant, which is called ganja, is 
separated from stems and seed, if any. The 
same is then taken on the palm of the left 
hand and then mixed with water by rub¬ 
bing it with the right hand thumb. After 
it is properly cleansed a little quantity of 
tobacco is mixed with it. The preparation 
is then smoked in chillnm. 

Ganja is not used for eating or drinking pur¬ 
poses. 

B. Eating. —Bhang, i.e., the leaves of the hemp 

plant, are separated from the stock and dried. 
The dried mass is cleansed with water and 
fried in ghee. It is then pounded and mixed 
with sugar before it is eaten. 

A kind of sweetmeat is also prepared from bhang. 
The leaves of the plant are soaked in water 
and then pounded. The green coloured juice 
obtained from them is put into boiled sugar. 
This preparation, when cooled, is formed into 
small cakes, which are called majum wadis. 
They are generally eaten by Muhammadans 
at the Muharram festival. 

Another kind of sweetmeat called yakuti is pre¬ 
pared from bhang in the same way as ma¬ 
jum, with this difference that in preparing 
yakuti bhang massala consisting of carda¬ 
mom, aniseed, nutmegs, almonds, saffron, 
etc., are mixed with boiled sugar, while the 
majum preparation does not require these 
ingredients. Yakuti is generally used by 
the rich. 

C. Drinking. —The dried leaves of the hemp 

plant are first cleansed with water. Pepper, 
dry buds of rose, poppy-seed, aniseed and 
cardamoms, etc., are mixed with it. The 
preparation is then pounded and mixed with 
water, to it milk and sugar are added, and the 
whole becomes a good cooling drink in hot 
weather. The drink is called a ghota. 

16. The bhang drink is prepared by people in 
their own houses. But the bhang produce is pre¬ 
pared only by the cultivator in fields where the 
plant is grown, or on threshing floor ground. 

17. The preparations of the hemp drag are made 
by consumers of ganja and bhang as well as by the 
confectioner. 

18. Ganja and bhang do not deteriorate by keep¬ 
ing for a period of about twelve months, after which 
they do. After a couple of years, ganja and bhang 
quite lose their effect. With ordinary care they 
are said to keep good for about a year. The cause 
of their deterioration is said to be their exposure to 
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heat or moisture] to prevent deterioration they 
should be kept in underground cells. 

19. Ganja alone is used for smoking. Oharas’is 
not available in the district, and therefore not used. 
Smoking ganja is prevalent eveiywhere, although 
on a very small scale. 

20. The smoking of ganja is not restricted to 
particular classes of people. It is smoked by any 
class. The proportion of the smoking class is veiy 
difficult to ascertain. In every place and in every 
class, people are found to have been addicted to 
smoking. The number of persons smoking ganja 
may, however, be ascertained from the quantity of 
ganja sold in the district. 

The quantity of ganja sold during the past nine 
years, as ascertained from figures obtained from the 
Deputy Commissioner’s office, will be seen from the 
following figures:— 


Year. 

J 884-85 






Maunds. 
. 60 

1885-86 






. 65 

1886-87 






. 92 

1887-88 






. 80 

1888-89 


• 




. 87 

1889-90 






. 78 

1890-91 


* 




. 83 

1891-92 


, 




. 67 

1892-93 






. 69 


Total for nine years is 673, average being 75 
maunds. 

This average of 75 maunds, at the rate of $ 
tola of ganja per consumer per day, will suffice for 
1,315 persons for one year. The total population 
of the district is 481,021, The proportion of the 
consumers of ganja will therefore be *3 per cent, 
of population, which appears to be very trifling. 

21. The flat ganja alone is available, and there¬ 
fore it is alone used in the district for smoking 
purposes. 

22. No charas is available in the district, 
whether native or foreign. 

23. Bhang is never used for smoking. 

24. The use of bhang is not restricted to any 
particular classes of people. It is generally used for 
eating purposes, especially by Pardeshis or persons 
from Tipper India, who have come to Berar to gain 
their livelihood, the proportion of whom cannot be 
ascertained. The drinker of bhang will be found 
more or less in almost all the classes of people and 
places. 

25. The use of ganja and bhang appears to be, 
of late, on the decrease. Prom the figures given 
in the reply to question No. 20 the total consump¬ 
tion of the drug during the past two years is far 
below the average consumption of the past nine 
years. The habit of smoking ganja or drinking 
bhang is considered by the better classes of people 

. to be very degrading, and therefore less addicted to. 

27. The principal classes of people from which 
the habitual or occasional moderate or excessive 
consumers of the hemp drug are taken, are the Par¬ 
deshis, the bairagis and the gosavis. 

The Pardeshis are generally the immigrants 
from Upper India, who have come to Berar for 
their livelihood. Their principal object is to earn 
money to be enjoyed by them after their return to 
their homes, They often try to live within as 
small an amount as possible, eating their meals 
once in twenty-four hours. In order to avoid the 
feeling of such privations they resort to the habit 
of bhang eating. 

Bairagis and gosavis, who as such are said to 
enounce all the worldly cares, often addict them- 
•lves to the use of smoking ganja that they may 


not feel the absence of worldy blessings which they 
are, by their profession, compelled to renounce. 
This they can effect by being always under the in¬ 
fluence of narcotic hemp drag. 

28. The average allowance of ganja per day to a 
habitual moderate consumer is said to be half a tola, 
while that of bhang to be one quarter tola. The 
average allowance of ganja to a habitual excessive 
consumer is said to be three tolas per day, while 
that of bhang to be one tola. 

29. The question is partly answered in reply 
to question No. 15. Dhatura (stramonium seed), 
bachnag (aconite), koochala (nux vomica) are also 
mixed with the hemp drag to increase intoxication. 
The preparation called bhang massala is not sold 
as such. The ingredients thereof am partly given 
in reply to question No. 15. 

30. The two drags, viz., ganja and bhang, are 
generally consumed in solitude. Very few in¬ 
stances will be noticed in which the drag is con¬ 
sumed in company. The drag is mainly used by 
the male sex, although some few prostitutes may 
sometimes be found ueing the drag. The drag is 
never used by children. 

31. The habit of consuming the hemp drag, 
especially ganja, can be very easily formed; and 
when once formed it is veiy difficult to get rid of 
it. It is said that there is a general tendency in 
the ease of ganja smoking alone for the moderate 
habit to develop into the excessive, which is not 
the case with bhang eating or drinking. 

32. Of the three forms of the great Trinity, 
Shiva, the destroyer, was considered to be addicted 
to ganja and bhang intoxications. His worship¬ 
pers on each Shivaratri day, which is assigned to 
the deity, indulge themselves in drinking bhang. 
This custom is regarded by the dovotees of Shiva 
to be essential. 

During the Shimga holidays people drink bhang 
ghota as a cooling draught. 

The above customs have, of late, been much 
neglected, but they were never found to lead to the 
formation of any habit. 

33. The consumption of the two drags is socially 
or even religiously regarded as degrading. I am 
not aware of any public opinion in regard to the 
practice, but I do consider the use of any form of 
the narcotic to be in disrepute on the ground that 
the use of it, though moderate at first, leads after 
a time to a habit. The habit leads to an ex¬ 
cess, and thus the consumer ultimately becomes 
unable to give it up. 

The moderate use of bhang alone may conduce 
to good health, but for the above reason the use of 
the drag is in itself to be condemned. 

I am not aware of the custom of worshipping 
the hemp plant. 

34. It would be a serious privation, I think, to 
the consumer to forego the consumption of the 
drag. The habit of consuming the drag itself is 
such as cannot be left at once, and if so left, the 
consumer is sure to feel much for it and to be for a 
time madlike and dispirited. 

As explained in answer to question No. 20, the 
consumers are estimated to be 1,315 ,■ of these I 
estimate three-fourths to be consumers of bhang and 
one-fourth those of ganja. 

35. It would be feasible to prohibit the use of the 
two drugs, ganja and bhang, but it should be done 
gradually in order to avoid discontent and priva¬ 
tion, which would otherwise be the result. But if 
the prohibition of the use of the drag be enforced 
at once, we naturally must expect the illicit coa- 
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gumption thereof, if possible, or the habitual con- ] 
sinners will have recourse to some other alcoholic 
stimulants. The sudden prohibition will lead to 
serious discontent among the consumers, who are 
proportionately so few in this district that the dis¬ 
content will not be politically felt, and therefore 
eause no danger. The danger will be serious where 
the number of consumers is large enough in pro¬ 
portion to population. 

37. Not known, as charas is not available in the 
district. 

38. The different effects on consumers of the 
three different preparations of ganja cannot be ex¬ 
plained, as only the flat ganja is available and con¬ 
sumed in the district. 

39. No j the smoking of ganja is said to be more 
injurious to consumers than the bhang eating and 
drinking. The smoking is said to produce asthma, 
phlegm and cough in the consumers of ganja. The 
smoking often causes consumers to be immediately 
senseless and sometimes lose their lives. 

40. Yes. 

41. The ganja and bhang being digestive, the 
moderate use thereof may be beneficial in its effects— 

(a) as a food aceessoiy ; 

(b) being an intoxicant it may give staying- 
power under severe exertion and may 
serve to alleviate fatigue; 

(c) being hot, it may serve as a preventive 
of disease in malarious and unhealthy 
tracts. 

42. The moderate use of the drug is harmless so 
long as it is moderate. 

43. Yes. 

45. The habitual moderate use of the drug pro¬ 
duces noxious effects, physical, mental and moral. 
In the first place, it is to be remembered that the 
use of these drugs, especially of ganja, is generally 
made by low classes of society, who cannot arrange 
to eat substantial food. The u6eof ganja for smok¬ 
ing soon works on such men. It produces too 
much heat in body and thereby causes loss of blood, 
which impairs his constitution. It also injures his 
digesting power and causes loss of appetite. The 
drug seems to have a natural tendency to increase 
the digesting power which is produced in the con¬ 
sumer thereof. If with a digesting power substantial 
food be used, it must produce large quantity of blood 
in body, which may conduce to a healthy constitu¬ 
tion. But the consumers being generally without 
means, are unable to obtain substantial food in pro¬ 
portion to the increased digestive power, and there¬ 
by the heat works its effects on the internal system, 
and then the digesting power ultimately dies away 
having nothing to live upon. The heat thus pro¬ 
duced may naturally lead to cause dysentery in a 
consumer. Bronchitis and asthma are also the 
effects visible in a ganja smoker. The consumer 
of ganja is gradually weakened and becomes peevish, 
quarrelsome, and reckless of consequences. The 


smoking of ganja induces laziness and excites car¬ 
nal desires. It also works on brain, but does not 
produce insanity of permanent nature. 

58. I am acquainted with the present system of 
excise administration in the province of Berar. 
The right to retail sale of hemp drugs is at present 
sold with that of opium, whereby the revenue from 
the sale of these drags cannot be separately as¬ 
certained. 

59. It is therefore necessary to auction the right 
to retail sale of the drug separately from that of 
opium. No other improvement in the present sys¬ 
tem appears necessary. 

60. I think the cultivation of the ganja-bearing 
plant and the process of its preparation are suffi¬ 
ciently controlled, and the system requires no modi* 
fieation. 

61. Charas is not produced in the Buldana dis¬ 
trict. 

62. It is already controlled under the present 
system of administration. 

63. I have no objection to the present system of 
retail sale of ganja, etc. There is no wholesale sale 
in the district. The present system appears to be 
working well. 

64. I have no objection to the existing regula¬ 
tions governing the export, (which is totally prohi¬ 
bited) and import, etc., of these drags. 

65. The taxation of ganja and bhang is under 
the present system not separately levied, and there¬ 
fore it cannot be known whether taxation on ganja 
and bhang, with reference to each other or to alco¬ 
holic or other intoxicants, is reasonable or otherwise. 
However, the demand of the drugs as compared 
with alcohol or other intoxicants is so low that a 
heavier taxation thereon does not appear necessary. 

66. Only flat ganja is available and used in the 
district, and therefore no different rates of taxation 
need be levied. 

67. The incidence of the tax on the consumer is 
not capable of being ascertained under the present 
system. I cannot therefore say whether I have 
any objection thereto. 

68. There are shops licensed for the sale of these 
drags in the district, but the preparations of the 
drugs are not permitted to be consumed on the pre¬ 
mises, and therefore I have nothing to say against 
these shops. 

69. The wishes of the people are generally con¬ 
sulted through the contractor before a shop is open¬ 
ed in any locality. The talisildar is generally re¬ 
ferred to for the purpose. 

70. No facts regarding the importation or 
smuggling of hemp drags from Native States have 
ever come to notice. The duty on the hemp drugs 
used is not fixed by Government. The cost of the 
ganja used is paid by the contractor at the time of 
purchasing the same at places from which it is im¬ 
ported into the district. 


8. Evidence of Abarao Jauroo, Maratha, Earbhari Patel and Special Magistrate, 

Khamyaon , J kola District, 


1. I cultivate ganja for the last several years 
and know how it is grown. I don't know anything 
about the preparation of the drag or its effects. 

3. So far as I know, the hemp plant does not 
grow spontaneously. 

5. I don't know of any special conditions. It re¬ 


quires the same soil, rainfall, and claimate as the 
other dry-weather crops. 

7. I know of Khamgaon and Sutala only where 
hemp plant is cultivated for production of ganja 
and bhang only. Charas is not prepared, nor is 
fibre or seed obtained from the plant, 

8, There has been a decrease within these seven 
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ci eight years owing to the rule requiring such 
cultivators to obtain a license for hemp cultivation. 

9. Ganja seeds do not germinate if sown by 
themselves. They are, as a rule, mixed up with 
the seeds of ambadi (Hibiscus cannabinus) and 
then sown. This ensures a good crop. The soil 
should be well manured and the seeds sown about 
the time of sowing cotton (June or July). 

10. They are of the same class as other culti¬ 
vators. 

11. I don't know. The seeds are imported from 
Khandesh, and I can't say if these are of wild hemp 
or not. 


can't afford to drink or take opium, smoke ganja. 
I can't say anything about charas. 

21. So far as 1 know, round ganja is preferred 
for smoking. 

24. There is no particular difference. Those 
who drink also eat. Generally Marwaris and 
Brahmins, who are prohibited from drinking liquor, 
eat or drink bhang. 

25. It has increased. I say this from the rise 
in the price of ganja within the last ten years or 
so. Formerly only the old and grown up people 
used to partake of the drag, but now even boys 
also take it. 


14. Ganja and bhang are the only two products 
prepared in Berar. But I can't give the locality 
nor the extent. 

10. Yes ; bhang can be and is generally prepared 
by the people in their houses. Yes ; bhang can be 
prepared from the hemp plant wherever grown, also 
ganja. But I don't know about charas. 

17. Not restricted to any particular classes, 

18. Ganja and bhang do not deteriorate for two 
years or so, but lose their effect entirely afterwards. 
I can't give any cause for deterioration, I don't 
know any special measures, 

19. Ganja is mixed up with some kind of dal 
and made into pies; some prepare dishes with 
mutton. 

20. Ganja is mostly smoked by sadhus and 
others who have to travel much. Also those who 


29. Tobacco is ordinarily mixed with ganja. I 
don't know of any other. Dhatura is also mixed, 
but only by those who wish for a strong smoke 
having narcotic effect. Tobacco is mixed to soften 
the effects of the ganja, I don't know bhang 
massala. 

81. Yes; it is easily formed. It is difficult to 
break off. I can't say about the development into 
excessive habit. 

89. I have noticed that those who eat and drink 
ganja or bhang are healthy and in better condition 
than those who smoke. But I can't give reasons. 

40, I don't know. 

41. I don't know. But bhang helps digestion 
and increases appetite. 

68. There are shops, but I can't form any 
opinion. 


9. Evidence of Mb. A. Ardagh, Deputy Superintendent of Excise, Ellichpur. 


1. Served in the Bombay and Berar Excise 
Department for the past fourteen years. 

2, There is only one kind of ganja made in the 
Berars (flat). Bhang is not specially prepared, but 
the chur or chura (broken ganja dust) which accu¬ 
mulates in the course of trade is called bhang. No 
charas is collected in the province. 

8. No district. 

4. Don't know. 


14. ( fl ) Yes. 

(5) No. 

(c) No, not specially. 

In the Akola and Amraoti districts, 

15. Ganja is made by picking off the flowering 
tops of the plants ; placing them in small bundles 
on the threshing floor, and driving bullocks round 
and round over them to be trodden flat. 


5. Cannot say. 

6. Don’t know. 

7. (a) Yes. 

(4) No. 

(c) No; small leaves of the plant round the 
buds which fell while being prepared or in course 
of trade are known and used as bhang in this 
province, but said not to be so good as that specially 
cultivated and obtained from the male plant. 

(d) No. It is cultivated in the Akola and 
Amraoti districts. Extent not known personally. 

8. and 9. Have no knowledge. 

10. Generally cultivated by inalis, who are able 
to distinguish male from female plants. 

11. Not known. 

12. None. 

18. Yes ; by fees having to be paid to Govern¬ 
ment and licenses taken out, but not to any district. 
At present it is grown only in the Akola and 
Amraoti districts, but they were not selected by 
Government. I do not know anything about the 
conditions of soil, etc., for cultivation of hemp. 


A. Ganja is prepared for smoking by picking 
off the buds from the stock, triturating them 
in the palm of the hand with water and pressing 
out the water. This process is repeated till the 
water runs clear; the resinous substanee left is 
then mixed with tobacco and smoked in an ordinary 
country pipe (chillum). 

B. Bhang is prepared by the leaves being 
washed, dried on a fire in an earthen pan, triturated 
and mixed with black pepper, spices, etc. according 
to taste or means; and, a quantity of this being 
taken into the mouth, is washed down or swallowed 
with water. 

C. For drinking it is washed, then finely ground, 
then mixed with water or milk, strained, and the 
fluid is mixed with sugar, spices, etc. 

16. No, bhang is not prepared specially in this 
province, but the small leaves which fell from the 
dried buds are sold as bhang. Actually it is chura 
and not bhang. It can be prepared from the plant 
wherever grown. Cannot say if ganja and charas 
can be prepared from the wild plant, 

17. For smoking, drinking, and eating by the 
sadhus, bairagis, gosains and fakirs generally, and 
uIbo by others addicted to its use. 
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18j Ganja and bhang, if kept quite dry, will 
keep for two or three years ; after which it becomes 
mildewed and useless. It is said that no measures 
will suffice to keep it good for more than three 
years. 

19. Yes. 

20. Vide answer to question 17 for ganja. 
Charas is not made here. 

21. Flat ganja. No other kind here. 

22. None in the province. 

23. No. 

24. All classes eat and drink, but those that eat 
are veiy few as compared with those that drink. 

25. Said to be on the increase. It is much 
cheaper than opium and spirit. 

26. Cannot say. Both ganja and bhang are 
consumed in moderation by most of the habituals; 
those that use them in excess are few. 

27. Vide answer to question 17. The habit is 
acquired by association with habitual users. 

28. («) Six masas (} t°k)j AboT1 t six pies per 

(4) Two and a half tolas j tok 

29. (a) In ganja—tobacco. 

(A) Bichnak root and dhatura seed by con¬ 
firmed excessive smokers to produce extra intoxica¬ 
tion. 

Bose buds, aniseed, cucumber seed, coriander soed, 
almonds, jedbund, black pepper, etc. 

30. Not consumed in solitude. It is almost 
wholly confined to the male sex, but not to any 
time of life. Children, however, do not take the 
drag. 

31. Yes ; it becomes a habit if taken regularly 
for ten or twelve days; but it is not difficult to break 
off. If the user does not control his wish to obtain 
the same full effect he experienced when he first 
began the habit. 

32. None, except at the festival of Maha Shiva- 
ratri, when it is the custom to offer bhang and ganja 
to the god, and for the worshippers to consume it 
afterwards. This custom is not essential, and 
the quantity consumed is in moderation and is not 
likely to lead to the formation of a habit. 

33. It is not considered to be an evil practice 
and degrading to the persons that use all or any of 
these dings. There is a fear that the consumer 
may so far forget himself under the influence of the 
drag as to do or say something disgraceful. The 
plant is not worshipped at all. 

34. To religious mendicants, but only for a week 
or two, during which, it is said, they would suffer 
pains and aches in their arms and legs. Can't 
say what is their number, 

36. The use of all these drugs could be prohibit¬ 
ed. They would at first, of course, be used 
illicitly, but the cultivation of the plant being 
strictly prohibited, the source of supply would be 
cut off, and the drugs would be unobtainable, No 
serious discontent would be caused, nor would such 
as arises be any danger to the State. There is no 
doubt that the suppression of ganja, etc., would be 
followed by a greater demand for alcoholic drinks 
or opium, or it may even drive some to bichnak or 
dhatura, 

36. No reason. 

37, Don't know. 

33. None, if they are pure, but chur is weaker 
in intoxicating powers in proportion to weight. 

89, Smoking is more injurious than either eating 


or drinking j the former form of taking the drug 
flies to the head quickly, it is said, and is the more 
injurious. 

40. Can't say. 

41. No j they simply produce intoxication. 

(a), (i) and (c) No. 

(d) Do not know. 

42. I believe it is harmless, for it simply pro¬ 
duces slight intoxication, which pleases the con- 
consumer. 

43. Yes. 

44. Slight intoxication and pleasurable sensa¬ 
tion ; but it does not allay hunger, nor create 
appetite. The effect lasts about two hours. The 
after-effects are a feeling of dullness and there is 
an inclination to indulge in some more. 

45. Liver and lungs get deranged, producing 
eventually asthma. Mental condition becomes ex¬ 
cited, ana in the end Btupidity sets in, and morality 
is blunted. I am not aware that it brings on 
dysentery. It is 6aid to produce insanity in those 
who take it in excess, but of what type, whether 
temporary or permanent, &c., is not know to me. 
I am not acquainted with any cases of insanity, 
and therefore oannot give an answer to the previ¬ 
ous paragraph. 

46. See above answer, 

47 and 48. Can't say. 

49 to 53. Don't know. 

54. This is said to be the case. 

55. First sentence—Don't know. Second sen¬ 
tence—Yes. 

56. Have no personal knowledge. 

57. Have not heard that they are either eaten 
or drunk. 

58. It is capable of improvement. 

59. By reduction of number of shops for its 
sale, separating its sales from those of opium. 
Increasing the license fees for cultivation and im¬ 
portation and restricting cultivation to certain 
specified areas. Bcducing the quantity that may 
be sold by retail to 8 tolas. The above would 
reduce the production and enhance its value, mak¬ 
ing it more difficult for consumers to obtain, and 
when obtained, they would have it only in small 
quantities, sufficient to last for from one to five 
days according to the habit of consumer. 

60. I think the cultivation should be reduced by 
charging higher license fees and restricting the 
area where it may be grown, The owner should 
also be compelled to keep a true account of the 
quantity of the drags obtained from his fields, 
sold, &c.j the drugs themselves being kept in a 
licensed place open at any time to Government 
officers. The cultivator should be bound by his 
license to sell to none but persons licensed to sell 
these drngB j we would then have better control 
over the drags. 

61. No charas is produced in this province. 

62. See answer to questions 60 and 61. 

63. See answer to question 59. No subletting 
of the farm should be allowed. 

64. The fees should be enhanced, and the im¬ 
port, export, and transport of the drags should 
be under passes or permits obtained from special 
responsible Government officers. This would give 
less opportunity for smuggling. 

65. Too little. Ganja, etc,, are too cheap as 
intoxicants compared with opium and alcoholic 
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drinks. Six pies worth of the drugs, an anna's 
worth of opium, and four annas worth of spiritu¬ 
ous liquor will produce equal intoxicating effects. 

66. No. 

67. It is too low. 

68. No shops or places are licensed for the con¬ 
sumption of the drugs on the premises. If they 
were allowed, they would become the resort of bad 


characters, beggars, and generally those who do 
not care to work honestly for their living, and the 
daily meeting together of such characters would 
tend to organized crime. 

69. No; the people, I think, ought to be con¬ 
sulted. 

70. First paragraph—No. Second paragraph— 
I believe so. Third paragraph—Not to my know¬ 
ledge. 


10. Evidence of Me. J. C. Watcha, Excise Inspector, Ellichpur. 


1. Served in Nasik, Ajmere-Merwara, and El¬ 
lichpur as Farmers' Agent and Excise Inspector 
for eleven years. 

2. Yes. Only one sort of ganja is used in this 
province of Berar, i.e,, flat. Ganja and chur are 
locally known in this province, while chur is 
known by the name of bhang. 

8 to 6. No knowledge, 

7. (a) Yes. 

(4) No. 

(c) No, but the chur is used as bhang. 

(d) No. 

In Amraoti and Akola zillas of this Berar 
province; extent, cannot say. 

8. No knowledge. 

9. Sown in the month of June like vegetable 
seeds; grounds are manured before sowing. Male 
plants are cut in November, and the female plants' 
buds are picked in December. 

10. Same class as other agriculturists. 

11 and 12. No knowledge. 

13. Yes. In whole of the Berar province. 

14. (a) Yes. 

(6) and (c) No. 

In Amraoti and Akola zillas; extent cannot 
say. 

15. No knowledge of wild plant. 

(а) Cultivated ganja for smoking is only pre¬ 
pared in this province by picking off buds from 
hemp trees and being trodden under bullocks' feet 
to make them flat, Afterwards taking a bud and 
washing by rubbing under palm or hand with 
a finger ana mixing with tobacco. 

(б) Ganja is not eaten, but smoked in this 
province. 

(c) Chur, called bhang, is drank or eaten: first 
it is washed, then ground on stones, strained and 
mixed with massala, milk or simple cold water, in 
this province; and elsewhere eaten by baking and 
mixing with sugar and ghee, This is called 
“ majum." 

16. It is not prepared in the houses, but pur¬ 
chased from bazar and prepared to drink or eat. 

Yes, it can be prepared from the hemp plant 
wherever grown. 

17. By agriculturists who grow plant. Majum 
is made by the dealers. 

18. Yes, if they are kept in damp places. They 
lose effects in about a year. If kept with care, 
last for two years at the most. Dampness is the 
cause of deterioration. Eequire to be kept in dry 
places and turned over and over. 
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19. Yes, only for smoking. 

20. Everywhere by all jogis and fakirs, and few 
others. 

21. Flat ganja is used in Berar province and it 
is preferred for smoking, while chur is preferred 
for drinking. 

22. No eharas is used in Berar province. 

23. No, bhang is not used for smoking in this 
province. 

24. All classes eat and drink bhang, but it is 
chiefly drank by Marwaris and up-country Brah¬ 
mins. 

25. On the increase on account of opium being 
dear and cannot drink liquor on account of reli¬ 
gious prejudices and dearness. 

26. (a) Not many in this province. 1 Cannot 

(b) All jogis and fakirs. > give pro- 

(c) and (d) Few. J portion. 

27. Mainly from religious sets. The habits are 
acquired by association. 

28. About 4 tola costs quarter anna; 2 to 3 
tolas cost one to one and-a-half anna. 

29. ( a ) Ordinarily tobacco, to make it bum. 

(5) Exceptionally dhatura, for intoxication. 

Eosebuds, aniseed, almond, coriander seeds, 
cucumber seeds, and black pepper. 

80. No knowledge of solitude; taken in com¬ 
pany. Yes, it is mainly confined to males; not 
confined to certain limit of life. It is not usual 
for children. 

81. Yes, it is easily formed by daily practice. 
It is not difficult to break off: Yes, it is taken to 
excess gradually. 

82. It is customary to drink bhang only on 
particular Hindu holidays, chiefly on Maha Shiva- 
ratri and Holi, commonly called Simga; neither 
religious nor essential; if only taken on holidays, 
it does not form a habit and is not injurious. 

33. It is taken as a bad practice. There is no 
social or religious opinion. It spoils the constitu¬ 
tions of people; it weakens the mental power. 
There is no custom of worshipping hemp plant. 

34. It would be a serious privation to jogis and 
fakirs to leave it off; it is considered by them as a 
part of their jogiship. 

85. It would not be feasible to prohibit all of 
them; it will be consumed illicitly. By putting a 
check to cultivation. It would occasion serious 
discontent to religious sects. It would not pro¬ 
duce any political danger. Yes, some will resort 
to liquor and some to opium. 

86. No, because spirits are dear. 
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87. The effects o£ both are same, but the eharas 
is worse, as it is stronger, 

88. The effect o£ round and flat ganja is just 
the same, but effect of chur is slight. 

89. Smoking is more injurious than drinking 
and eating, because the smoking affects the con¬ 
stitution sooner than drinking or eating. 

40. Yes, it is used as medicine and also for 
cattle. 

41. No, it is not beneficial at all. 

(а) No.’ 

(б) Yes, for a time being to a habitual smoker 
or drinker. 

(c) and (d) No knowledge. 

42. The moderate use of these drugs is not 
harmless, because by moderate use it leads gener¬ 
ally to excess. 

48, Yes, they are inoffensive. 

44. Slight intoxication to the habitual consum¬ 
ers. Yes, for time being only it is refreshing. 
Yes, it produces intoxication. Yes, it puts a stop 
to hunger gradually. No, it does not create good 
appetite. Moderate effect from one to two hours, 
and excessive for a longer time. Yes, dullness is the 
after-effect. Yes, excessive smokers are inclined to 
smoke some more ; without that they cannot do. 

45. Yes, it affects physically on the liver, lungs 
and brain ; diminishes mental power. Yes, it does 
impair the constitution. Yes, it causes indigestion 
and loss of appetite gradually. It causes bron¬ 
chitis and asthma. Yes, it does impair morality 
and induce laziness. Yes, it deadens the intellect 
and produces insanity if taken in excess. No 
knowledge of typo j cannot say temporary or 
permanent. 

49 and 50. Yes, it produces impotence after a 
long time. 

51 to 54. No knowledge. 

55. Yes, they induce their victims to partake of 
drugs to further their design. Complete stupefac¬ 


tion can be effected without any admixture only 
to people who are not in habit at all. 

57. To my knowledge ganja and eharas are 
never eaten or drunk, but only smoked. 

58. Yes, it requires improvement. 

59. To whole Berar province cultivation of these 
drags should be lessened by heavy license fees ; 
also on import, export, and on wholesale sale j and 
for retail sale the maximum quantity should be 
fixed to the lowest quantity. 

60. It should not be allowed to be sold whole¬ 
sale by any cultivator to any wholesale purchaser 
without a permit from a competent Government 
authority, as well as cultivators should not retain 
the crops without license, and a heavy fee should 
be levied on cultivators ; also retail sale license to 
be granted to respectable person or party for eaoh 
district. 

61. No eharas is produced in this province. 

62. Yes, same as No. 60. 

68. Same as answer to No. 59, 

64. Same as answer to No. 60. 

65. Intoxicating drugs such as bhang, ganja, 
and eharas aze cheaper than opium and alcoholio 
liquor, because one anna worth of liquor would not 
give satisfaction to a quarter anna worth of ganja 
and eharas consumer ; so there is no objection to 
taxation being increased on these drugs, 

66. No, it should be in equal. 

67. In my opinion there is no objection to the 
present method of taxing. 

68. Licensees are not allowed by the license 
granted to them to allow consumers to consume 
drags on the premises, and such method should 
be continued to prevent facilities for habitual smok¬ 
ers. 

69. No, people are not consulted, and they ought 

to be consulted to know the reason whether in 
favour of these drugs or against, whatever it may 
be. , 

70. No, YeB, duty is paid. No, 


11. Evidence of Waman 

1. I am answering the questions regarding the 
matters relative to ganja from the information 
obtained from the contractors and those who 
smoke ganja in this taluk. 

2. The definition of ganja given by Dr. Brain in 
his report of 21st June 1898 is Correct. In this 
taluk ganja is known by three different names— 
ganja, bhang and eharas. But it seems that cha- 
ras is not received in this taluk, nor seen by any 
one. Only it is heard by name. The definition 
of ganja and bhang given by Dr. Prain is accepted 
by all; but, in fact, as there is no cultivation of 
ganja in this taluk, nothing can be said positively, 

8. Ganja does not grow in this country at all, 
nor can it be positively said in what districts it 
grows. But from the information received it can 
be said that ganja is alwayB imported in this 
taluk from Khandwa, and from this it seems that 
ganja might be growing abundantly in the 
district of Khandwa, province Nemad. 

4, Ganja is known in this taluk by two differ¬ 
ent names—‘ganja and bhang. Ganja is prepared 
from the buds of the trees, and bhang from their 
dried leaves. These two are obtained from one 
tree, 


Ganesh, Tahsildar, Wun. 

5. As there is neither ganja cultivation nor 
natural growth of jungli ganja, nothing can be 
Baid for certain what sort of climate and soil are 
congenial to the growth of ganja. 

8, Nothing can be said about the growth of 
jungli ganja being dense or scattered only, because 
it does not at all grow in this taluk. But some 
men who had been to Haridwar say that there is 
jungli ganja in that district, and it grows densely 
like tarota. 

7. In this taluk ganja is neither cultivated for 
production of ganja nor bhang, nor eharas, nor 
for its seeds. Though Government allows the 
cultivation of ganja on payment of Us. 10 per 
acre, still nobody has cultivated it till now. 

8. Nobody has at any time cultivated ganja 
in this taluk in his fields, nor is it in practice to 
do so. Only those who smoke ganja were in the 
habit of cultivating some plants in their private 
compounds. But even that is now put a stop to, 
as it has been disallowed by Government, 

9. As there is no custom of ganja cultivation 
in this taluk, nobody can mention the method by 
which it is cultivated. In Moglai time it was 
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the practice of planting ganja at the back of the 
house. While asking these men personally, they 
state that after ganja has been purchased from 
bazar, the seeds being collected therefrom are plant¬ 
ed in the gadda at the back of the house and are 
watered till their growth. If the plants get flow¬ 
ering tops, they are called male ganja. Male 
ganja is not used for smoking purposes. It is 
only used for drinking, which is called bhang. 
The smokers of ganja destroy these plants. If the 
plants do not get flowering tops they are called 
female ganja. These plants are only preserved, 
and when they receive buds the same are cut and 
kept in the hole in the ground in the shape of 
a juddi. This substance is used for smoking pur¬ 
poses. If care is taken of these plants they last 
for two or three years and grow veiy high. After 
they are ripened the branches of them are cut and 
kept in the shape of juddi till it is completely dried. 

10. There is no particular caste which cultivates 
ganja. If permission is granted, ganja will be 
cultivated like grains in the fields by the cultiva¬ 
tors, but the cultivation of ganja is not allowed 
in this taluk. In old times only those who are in 
the habit of consuming ganja used to plant hemp 
at the back of their own houses. 

11. As there is no growth of the jungli ganja in 
this taluk, nobody knows whether the seeds of the 
same are used for the cultivation of ganja. 

12. There is no custom in this taluk of culti¬ 
vating ganja from the jungli ganja seeds, because 
there is no growth of jungli ganja in this taluk. 
It may, perhaps, be used in the countries where 
there is growth of this. No one can give reliable 
information about this. My opinion is that where 
there is a growth of the jungli ganja, the people 
there perhaps might be planting it in their fields 
for the purpose of bhang, but not for ganja, be¬ 
cause ganja is not prepared at all from it. If 
people find any plant of jungli ganja they uproot 
the same, because they have no use of it, and be¬ 
sides it spoils other plants. 

18. The cultivator who wishes to cultivate 

f anja will be allowed to do so on payment of Rs. 

0 per acre; but as nobody has got experience of 
this, and as there is no cultivation in this taluk, 
the particulars as regards climate, soil, etc., cannot 
be supplied, but I think ganja is planted in the 
white soil and not in the sandy, 

14. Neither ganja nor charas is prepared in this 
taluk : only bhang is prepared. 

15. Ganja is imported from Khandwa. The 
substance which remains after the hemp plant has 
been trodden under foot is called bhang, and it is 
used for drinking purposes. The flowering tops 
of the hemp plant are cleaned two or three times 
with water, and after the water is extracted there¬ 
from it is dried on pressing it in cloth ; then' this 
whole substance is mixed with tobacco and smoked 
in a chillum. This substance is called ganja, 
Nobody can say as to whether the jungli or culti¬ 
vated ganja is used for any of these preparations. 
Bhang is used for preparing ghatta, and the 
method of preparing it is that the leaves, etc,, are 
kept in water till they become tender. After they 
are taken out of the water they are made to pow¬ 
der on a stone along with other perfumery articles, 
and this whole substance is filtered and drunk, 
This is called bhang. Some people take this with 
sugar and milk j every one can prepare this at his 
own house, 

16. Yes, the people buy the particular sort of 
ganja from the market and prepare bhang at their 
houses. Where there are plants of ganja, bhang 


can also be prepared of the leaves therefrom; but 
the custom of such preparation is not in this taluk. 
Best ganja cannot be had from jungli ganja plants. 
Such plants may be used for preparing bhang. 
Some people who had been to Haridwar say that 
the jungli ganja grows there. 

17. It is not customary that any particular 
class of people prepare any of these drags. The 
contractors only sell ganja. The Halwais some¬ 
times prepare yakuti majum from ganja. 

18. Any of these drags does not deteriorate by 
keeping, but if it is kept for a long time the in- 
toxicative power of them becomes weak. The 
limit of keeping these drags is nearly two years. 
After this period the intoxicative power of these 
drags becomes weak. If they are kept with care 
they remain in power for three or four years. No¬ 
body can state what special measures can be taken 
to prevent deterioration, because every year ganja is 
imported from Khandwa. The countries in which 
the ganja is cultivated the people there sell it after 
one year. Prom thiB it seems that ganja can 
remain in good condition with ordinary care for 
five or six years, but if it is kept everywhere it 
deteriorates and gives a bad smell. 

19. Ganja and charas are only used for smok¬ 
ing ; they cannot be used otherwise. The contrac¬ 
tors prepare majum through halwais, and sell it in 
Muharram by permission. Nobody can state in 
what other ways it is used. 

20. I cannot say with certainty what classes of 
the people smoke ganja. Charas is not known 
in this taluk. Generally fakirs, gosains and la¬ 
bourers smoke ganja. It is a general opinion of 
the public that exertions of severe nature can be 
alleviated by ganja smoking. 

41, The different kinds of ganja given in this 
question are not known to the people of this taluk. 
They Bmoke ganja which is imported from 
Khandwa. 

22. Charas is not known in this taluk. 

23. Bhang is never used for smoking, because 
it is less intoxicative than ganja; but the habitual 
smokers in time of need sometimes use bhang for 
smoking, but this happens veiy rarely. 

24. Generally in the hot season most of the 
people of this taluk drink bhang. Bhang is not 
used for eating in this taluk. It is said that this 
is used in Hindustan. 

25. The use of ganja and bhang is on the in¬ 
crease in this taluk. Day by day the state of the 
people becomes poorer and poorer; and as they have 
not got means to use any other costly drags besides 
this they are obliged to use ganja. Among Hindus 
drinking of liquor is prohibited, and if they drink 
they are kept out of caste; but if they smoke 
ganja they are not kept out of caste. Under all 
these circumstances, I am of opinion that there is 
an increase as stated, 

26. The proportion of the consumers of any of 
these drugs is as follows» 

(a) 10 per cent, 

( i ) 5 per cent, 

(c) 2 per cent, 

{d} 8 per cent. 

27. I cannot give positively what classes of the 
people are mainly taken to these drugs. The habit 
of ganja smoking can be easily formed by associa¬ 
tion with the ganja consumers. 

28. The average allowance and cost of each of 
these drags per diem are as follows 

(a) 8 pies, 

(£) 2 annas. 
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29, The moderate consumers o£ any of these 
drugs mix ordinarily tobacco in ganja while smok¬ 
ing, and exceptionally the excessive consumers mix 
kuchalla and dhatura seeds with it. Some drink 
bhang with water and sugarcane, while some with 
sugar, milk and other perfumery things. 

The excessive consumers mix dhatura seeds in 
ganja while smoking with the intention of making 
it more intoxicative. 

SO. Bairagis, fakirs, etc., use any of these drags 
in company consisting of fonr or five members. 
The labourers smoke ganja at their own houses. 
The people think that ganja smoking is one of the 
mean acts. Those who are addicted to ganja 
smoking smoke at each other -’e houses. Bhang is 
also not prepared by one and drank: it also requires 
a company of five or ten men. If any gentleman 
wishes to take bhang, he prepares it at home and 
drinks. It is mainly confined to the male sex of 20 
years of age and above. Children never consume 
any of these drags if they are under control] very 
scarcely any of the children take to these drags. 
In Muharram alone it is said that bhang is drank 
by all, *. e,, from youths down to elderly persons. 

81. The habit of consuming any af these drugs 
is easily formed. It is difficult to break off at once. 
There is a tendency in the case of any of these drags 
for the moderate habit to develop into the excessive, 

32. There is no custom, social or religious, in 
regard to the consumption of any of these drags, 
but in bairagis they consider it a religious custom 
and they drink. Drinking is generally excessive in 
them. It is likely to lead to the formation of the 
habit, and is thereby injurious. 

33. Ganja smoking has been considered to be 
one of the mean acts by the people, because thereby 
one loses memory and health; it brings on cough 
and so forth. If bhang is taken moderately 
during the hot season it won’t affect. There is no 
custom of worshipping the hemp plant in this taluk. 

34. It is a serious privation to any class of con¬ 
sumers to forego the consumption of any of these 
drugs at once, because thereby they will not digest 
their food : they will suffer from purging, ana eo 
forth. This will last for two months and then it 
will be stopped. It is said that if any one wishes 
to break off this habit, ganja can be kept in butter¬ 
milk instead of water and then smoked, and there¬ 
by the habit of ganja smoking will be easily broken 
off. It is not injurious to drink bhang. There is 
a general custom to drink bhang in this taluk, and 
this habit can easily be broken off. 

35. It is not feasible to prohibit the use of any 
of these drags, because it is of a long standing, As 
there is a great number of the consumers of these 
drugs, it is impossible to stop it at once; and if it 
is so stopped the people will consume the drug 
illicitly. If the Government wants to prohibit the 
use of these drugs, I propose that some tax should 
be imposed on the consumers of any of these drugs, 
aud thereby the number will be reduced. The 
quantity for the retail sale should also be reduced, 
but with all this, I don’t think that it can be 
stopped at once. There is no doubt that there will 
be discontent amongst the consumers of these 
drags, but it will not amount to a political danger, 
because the number of such people is not large. 
The prohibition will he followed by recourse to 
alcoholic stimulants by those who have got means 
to spend for them, and the rest will take to other 
drags. 

36. Reliable information on this head cannot be 
supplied. 

37. So far as intoxication is concerned, there is, 


it is said, difference in the effects of charas and 
ganja smoking. Charas is too strong in its effect; 
ganja is not so: it can be smoked five, seven, and 
ten times during a day. 

38. Reliable information on this head cannot 
be supplied. 

39. The smoking of any preparation of the 
hemp plant is more injurious than eating or drink¬ 
ing, because by smoking it brings on cough and 
weakness. It is not mentioned in the medical 
books that ganja should be smoked. 

40. Ganja is used in the treatment of cattle- 
diseases ; but it iB said that if it is administered 
to cows, buffaloes, etc., their milk is stopped. It 
is also used by native doctors as medicine, and 
they state that they have got authority in the 
medical books. 

41. The moderate use of any of these drags is 
beneficial in its effects— 

(а) as a digestive ; 

(б) to alleviate fatigue under severe exertions; 
(e) as a preventive of disease in malarious and 

unhealthy tracts ; 

(d) in no other way. 

Labourers only U 60 moderately any of these 
drags for the purposes above named. The ex¬ 
cessive use of any of these drags is injurious to 
the health. 

42. I consider the moderate use of any of these 
drags is harmless. 

43. The moderate consumers are inoffensive to 
their neighbours. 

44. There will be no immediate effect of the 
moderate use of any of these drags on the habitual 
and excessive consumers. It is refreshing to the 
moderate consumers: it produces intoxication; 
it creates appetite. The effects of it last for one or 
two hours. There are no after-effects. 

45. (a) The habitual moderate use of any of these 
drags produces noxious effects. 

(6) It does impair the constitution in any 
way. 

(c) It does injure the digestion and cause 
loss of appetite. 

(d) It does cause dysentery only. 

(e) Reliable information on this head cannot be 
applied. But if any new man takes to these 
sdrugs he is naturally to lead to immorality and 
debauchery. 

It does deaden the intellect and produce insanity. 
It produces insanity in the case of excessive con¬ 
sumers. It is temporary and may be remedied 
if early steps are taken. 

46. The reasons given above apply to this ques¬ 
tion also. 

47. The habitual moderate use of any of these 
drugs does not appear to be a hereditary habit 
and effect in any way the children, 

48. See answer above. 

49. Some people use any of these drags as an 
aphrodisiac. It is also used by prostitutes. The 
use for this purpose is injurious. Reliable inform¬ 
ation on this cannot be supplied. 

50. It is said that the excessive use of any of 
these drags brings on impotency. 

51. The bad characters that we have got in this 
taluk are not generally the habitual moderate 
consumers of any of these drugs. Some of them 
are used to these drags. I dou’t think that the 
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cons ume rs of any of these drugs commit graver 
offences. They may, perhaps, commit petty thefts 
with the intention of getting money for this pur¬ 
pose, veiy rarely and in time of need. 

52. I don't think that the excessive consumers 
of any of these drags will commit offences of a 
graver nature. 

58. It cannot be stated with certainty that the 
excessive indulgence in any of these drags incites 
to unpremeditated crime. I have no knowledge of 
any ease of murder being committed by such men. 

54. Reliable information on this head cannot be 
supplied. 

55. The criminals, in order to further their 
designs, induce their victims to partake any of 
these drags and so stupefy them. Complete 
stupefaction cannot be induced without admixture. 

56. Tobacco is always mixed with ganja for the 
moderate effects, and dhatura seeds for the ex¬ 
cessive. 

These seeds are only used by excessive habitual 
consumers for their personal use. 

57. It is said that there is a custom of mixing 
ganja with other eatable things. I have no know¬ 
ledge of this. 

58. I consider that the present system of excise 
administration in this province is working well, and 
I do not think that any modifications are needed 
therein. 

59. As there is no necessity of any improvements 
in the system of. excise administration, the reasons 
called for are not given. 

60. There is no cultivation of ganja in this 
taluk, and hence there is no management or control 
over it. 


61. Reliable information on this head cannot be 
supplied. 

62. There is no cultivation of ganja in this 
taluk. 

68. I have no objection to the present system of 
wholesale and retail vend of any of these drags. 

64. I have no objection to the existing regula¬ 
tions in foree in this taluk for governing the export 
and import of any of these drugs. 

65. In my opinion the taxation on any of these 
drags, vie., ganja and charas, is reasonable and 
requires no alteration. Ganja should be sold by 
Government to the contractors by recovering tax 
thereon instead of selling it by auction. The 
ganja is sold by auction along with opium, and 
hence the revenue of ganja alone cannot be 
supplied; and I suggest that ganja should be sold 
separately from opium. 

66. Reliable information on this head cannot be 
supplied. 

67. I think, in my opinion, that the tax on 
ganja is very little, and the method of taxing is 
supplied in answer No. 65 above. 

68. There are shops licensed for the sale of any 
of these drags in this taluk. It is sold there only 
and not consumed on the premises. 

69. When the shops were stationed first they 
were stationed with the consultation of the 
people, and as well as looking to their conveniences. 
It is fair, I think, that the people should alwa} r s 
be consulted in opening these shops. 

70. I have not heard of any case of smuggling 
of any of these drugs from Native States m this 
taluk. Ganja is always imported on pass after the 
duty has been really paid. There is no use of 
untaxed ganja in this taluk. 


12. Evidence of ViokoojI Nabain, Tahsildar, Kathapur. 


1. I am answering the questions regarding the 
■matters relative to hemp drags from the informa¬ 
tion obtained from contractors and others, 

£. There is no cultivation of ganja in this taluk. 
Charas is not known to the people of this taluk. 
The dried flowering tops with tender branches of 
the hemp plants are called ganja. The plants 
being trodden under foot, the substance remaining 
therefrom is called bhang. Ganja is imported in 
this taluk from Central Provinces and Khandwa. 
As there is no cultivation of ganja in this taluk, 
the names given by Dr, Prain are not known to 
the people. 

8 and 4. The information on these heads can't be 
supplied. 

5. Nobody knows about raw ganja in this 
taluk. 

6. There is no growth of raw ganja in this 
taluk. 

7. There is no cultivation of the hemp plant in 
this taluk. 

8 to 13. The information on this head cannot be 
supplied. 

14. Ganja is imported in this taluk from other 
provinces, as there is no cultivation of it here. 

15. The ganja which is imported in this taluk is 
used for the following purposes 

(1) For smoking. 

(2) For eating. 


(3) For drinking. 

(1) The flowering tops are used for smoking. It 
is first cleaned in water and after the water being 
extracted therefrom, the substance remaining is 
mixed with little quantity of tobacco and smoked 
in cAt Hums. 

(2) The substance which remains from hemp 
plants after being trodden under foot is used for 
this purpose. It is first cleaned with water and 
after the water being extracted therefrom, it is 
fried, and mix ing it with sugar and other per¬ 
fumery articles, the same is made to powder, which 
is used for eating purposes, 

(3) The substance above described is used also 
for this purpose. The ganja is first cleaned with 
water and kept therein till it becomes tender. It 
is then made to powder on a stone and mixing it 
with water, sugar, and milk, etc., the whole sub¬ 
stance is filtered and drank. 

16. The bhang is not prepared generally by the 
middle class people in their houses. They do not 
know how to prepare it. They have no knowledge 
of the hemp plant. They never prepare charas. 

17. The information on this head cannot be sup¬ 
plied. 

18. Any of these drags, i. e., ganja and bhang, 
can keep its effect for about one year, after this 
period it has no effect, Charas is not known in 
this taluk. 

19. Ganja and bhang are used for smoking, eating 
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and diluting purposes. They are also used as 
medicines, Ganja which is imported from Khandwa 
is used for smoking and eating purposes,, and the 
one from Northern India is usbd for drinking, 

20. The proportion of the people who smoke 
ganja oannot be given. Many classes of the people 
smoke ganja, but chiefly fakirs, gosains, bairagis 
and labourers smoke ganja. Ganja eating and 
drinking is a general custom even in well-to-do 
people. 

21. Ganja which is imported from Khandwa, 
etc., is used by the people of this taluk, 

22. Chai'as is not imported in this taluk. 

23. Bhang is never used for smoking. 

24. Reliable information on this head cannot be 
given. 

25. It cannot be stated that there is increase of 
these drugs in this taluk. 

26. The proportion of the consumers of these 
drugs is as follows 

(a) 25 per cent. 

(i) 75 „ 

(c) 5 „ 

(d) 25 „ 

27. Only those who are idle, funny, and without 
any employment mainly lead to these drags. 

28. The information required has been omitted 
while answering this question. 

29. Habitual excessive consumers mix dhatura, 
kuchala and bachnag with these drugs with the 
intention of making it more intoxicative. 

The information on the second head cannot be 
supplied. 

30. For the consumption of any of these drags 
in solitude one pays from his own pocket, but in 
company they collect subscription. It is mainly 
confined to the males of over 20 years of age. 
Children never consume any of these drags. 

31. The habit of consuming any of these drags 
is easily formed, but the habit of smoking is difficult 
to break off. There is a tendency in any of these 
drugs for the moderate habit to develop into the 
excessive. 

32. There is no custom, social or religious, in 
regard to the consumption of any of these drags, 
but this plant is called “ shio-walli,” and on the day 
of Maha Shivaratra bhang or ghota is drank, but this 
is not regarded as essential. It is not likely to lead 
to the formation of the habit. 

33. There is no custom of worshipping the hemp 
plant on any occasion in this taluk. 

84. There seems to be no serious privation to 
any class of consumers to forego the consumption 
of any of these drags they use. 

85. It is feasible to prohibit the use of any of 
these drugs amongst the family men, but it is not 
in sadhus, fakirs, bairagis, etc,, and they only will 
be discontented by the prohibition. It must be 
made by government laws, and will not amount to 
a political danger. The prohibition will be followed 
by recourse to alcoholic stimulants and other drags. 

36. Reliable information on this head cannot be 
supplied. 

37 and 38. Information on this head 'cannot be 
supplied. 


1 89. Not solved properly according to the ques* 

tion. 

40. Native doctors prescribe any or these drags 
on account of its medicinal qualities. It is also 
used in the treatment of cattle-disease. 

41. The moderate use of any of these drags is 
beneficial in its effects— 

(a) as a digestive; 

( b ) to alleviate fatigue under severe exertion, 

(c) and (d) This is not known to me. 

For the purposes mentioned above, chiefly 
bairagis, fakirs, Gonds, Banjaris, etc., use these 
drags moderately or excessively. 

42 ( The moderate use of any of these drags is 
harmless, 

43. Not properly solved. 

44. There is no immediate effect of the moder¬ 
ate use of any of these drags on the habitual con¬ 
sumer. It brings on intoxication after a while. It 
is refreshing. It produces intoxication. It does 
create hunger. There are no after-effects. The 
want of subsequent gratification produces uneasi¬ 
ness. 

45. The moderate use of any of these drags pro¬ 
duces intoxication, cough, weakness, asthma, im¬ 
morality, and madness during intoxication. 

46. Just as above, but in more degrees, in the 
case of habitual excessive consumer. 

47 and 48. The habitual moderate use of any of 
these drags appears to be no hereditary habit. 

Nothing can be Baid positively about this. 

49 and 50. There is a tendency in the case of 
any of these drugs for the moderate habit to dev¬ 
elop into the excessive. 

51.to 52. Reliable information on these heads 
cannot be given. 

53. I have not heard if any grievous offence has 
been committed by excessive consumers of any of 
| these drags. 

54 to 57. Reliable information on these heads 
cannot be supplied. 

58. I do not think that any modifications should 
be made in the present system of excise administra¬ 
tion. 

69. No modifications are required. 

60. Ganja is not cultivated in this taluk, and 
the ignorant people have no knowledge how to cul¬ 
tivate it. 

61. Charas is not prepared in this taluk. 

62. There is no cultivation of ganja in this 
taluk. 

63. I have no objection to the present system 
of wholesale or retail vend of any of these drugs. 

64. I have no objection to the existing regula¬ 
tions governing the import of any of these drugs. 

65. This is not properly solved. 

66. Flat, round and broken ganja is not imported 
in this taluk hom Bengal. 

67. I have no objection to the present method of 
taxing any of these drags. 

68. Contractors can only sell ganja in this taluk. 

69. Shops are opened with the consent of con¬ 
tractors of these drugs. 

70.1 have not heard of any case of smuggling of 
hemp drag from Native States. 
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13. Evidence of Yin a yak Appaji Kaitb, Brahmin , Officiating Tahsildar, 

Barwa , District. 


1. I am answering the questions regarding 
the matters connected with hemp drugs from 
information obtained from the contractors and 
the consumers of the Bame. 

2. The definitions given in this question of the 
several forms of hemp drugs are very minute, but 
as there is no ganja cultivation in this taluk, the 
people have no knowledge of these definitions. 
This product is locally known by the following 
names:—(1) Ganja, (2.) bhang, (3) charas. 

(1) Ganja consists of the dried flowering tops 
and tender branches of the hemp plants. 

(2) Bhang consists of the smallest parts which 
remain after the hemp plant being trodden under 
foot, 

(3) Charas is not imported in this taluk. 

3. The people of this taluk have no knowledge 
as to where the hemp plant grows spontaneously. 
Some say that these plants grow in the countries 
adjoining the Himalaya mountains; but this 
information is not reliable. Ran ganja is some¬ 
times found in the jungles, but nobody says as 
to whether this is the same plant of which the 
information is required. No one can say as to 
whether this plant brings on intoxication. This 
plant is scarcely found in the jungles. 

4. This plant is known by the name of ran 
ganja, and it has been already mentioned that 
this plant is different from the one under dis¬ 
cussion. 

5. No reliable information can be given on 
this head. 

6. This plant is never found in the jungles, and 
hence the information as to its growth cannot 
be supplied. 

7. There is no cultivation of the hemp plant 
in this taluk for any of the drugs named. 

8. As there is no plantation of the hemp plant 
in this taluk, this question need not be solved. 

9. No particulars can be . given regarding the 
method of cultivation of this plant. 

10 to 13. Thefinformation on these heads cannot 
be supplied, as there is no cultivation of this plant. 

14. There is no plantation of the hemp plant 
in this taluk, and hence the ganja and bhang are 
not prepared from this plant. These are always 
imported from Malwa vid Khandwa. The flower¬ 
ing tops and tender branches of the hemp plant 
are called ganja, while the remaining substance 
.is called bhang. Charas is not known in this 
taluk. 

15. Ran ganja is not found in this taluk. The 
following articles are prepared from the hemp 
drugs plants : — 

( J) Ganja for smoking; 

(£) Majum, yakuti, for eating ; 

(■C) Ghota for drinking. 

(A) The ganja should be cleaned and then 
washed seven times in water, and after the water 
has been extracted therefrom the ganja is mixed 
with an equal quantity of tobacco and smoked in 
ckillnms. 

(fi) The ganja is boiled along with water in a 
pot, and after it is dried it is mixed with an equal 

vol, vii. 


quantity of ghi and then boiled and put into a 
small gunny bag, and the bag with its con¬ 
tents being twisted with the assistance of ropes, 
the substance extracted therefrom is kept in 
a “parat,” and after it has been mixed with 
sugar, small pieces are made of it, which is called 
majum. 

The essence of the pure ganja should be extract¬ 
ed and mixed with a little quantity of the juice of 
jowri roots, dhatura seeds, kuchala, and aconite, 
and the whole being mixed with sugar, saffron, and 
other perfuming substances, it is called yakuti. 

(C) The bhang being cleaned and made into 
powder and mixed with poppy heads, pepper, rose 
buds, etc., the mixture is called ghota. Some 
people add milk to this. 

16. Ghota is prepared by the people in their 
houses. It can be prepared from the hemp plant 
wherever it grows. Ran ganja is not cultivated in 
this taluk, and hence the other substances, charas 
and bhang, cannot be prepared, 

17. Ganja is prepared and smoked by fakirs, 
gosais, etc. This ganja is not prepared for sale. 
Halwais and other shopkeepers prepare majum and 
yakuti for sale in the fairs. 

18. Yes; it does lose its effect by keeping for a 
long time. It can be kept with ordinary care for 
two years. It deteriorates by dampness. It must 
be kept in Sindhi mats, etc., and care should be 
taken against damp air to prevent deterioration. 

19. Charas is not prepared in this taluk. Ganja 
is used for smoking. 

20. This information is given in answer No. 17 
above. The accurate percentage cannot be given; 
but from the records it seems that 19,640 people 
were the 'usual consumers during the last seven 
months, and the average for twelve months will 
be 33,668 in a population of 156,580 of the taluk. 

21. Flowering ganja is prepared by the people; 
but the patti ganja is imported in this taluk and 
used. 

22. Charas is not used inr this taluk, and hence 
it is never imported. 

23. Bhang is also used for smoking; but it is 
only the usual consumers of ganja who do so. The 
percentage and the classes of the people are given 
respectively in answers Nos. 17 and 20 above. 

24. This has been solved in answers Nos. 17 and 
20 above. 

25. The increase and decrease in any of these 
drugs cannot be correctly given; but there seems 
to be a decrease. The quantity used during the 
last five years is as follows:— 


Year. 




M, 

S. 

18S7-88 . 

• 



89 

7 

1888-89 . 

• 


* 

21 

14 

1889-90 . 



• 

65 

7 

1890-91 . 


_ , 


41 

9 

1891*92 . 

, 

4 

• 

26 

26 


26 and 27. Reliable information on these heads 
cannot be given, 

28. The average allowance per diem to habitual 
moderate consumers is 3 pies and to habitual exces¬ 
sive consumers 1 anna. 
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29. Tobacco is one of the ordinary ingredients 
mired with ganja, but exceptionally kuchala, dha- 
tura seeds, etc., are mixed with ganja to make it 
stronger, Bhang massala is described in answer 
No. 15 (C) above. 

80. The consumption of each of the these drugs 
is practised by males of 20 years of age and above 
in solitude or in company. Children never consume 
any of these drugs. 

81. The habit of consuming any of these drags 
is not easily formed. It is not difficult to break 
off. There is no tendency in any of these drags 
for the moderate habit to develop into the exces¬ 
sive. 

82. These drags are not used as one of the social 
or religious customs, and hence the further parti¬ 
culars cannot be satisfactorily described, 

88. The consumption of each of these drugs is 
generally regarded as a mean act by the people. 
The consumers of each of these drugs are generally 
disrespected. It is the opinion in general that these 
drugs are injurious to the consumers health. The 
hemp plant is never worshipped on any occasion ; 
but in case the habitnal consumer dies, the hemp 
plant is kept near his corpse at the time of his fu¬ 
neral ceremony. The use of any form of the nar¬ 
cotic is generally in disrepute, because there is a 
firm opinion among the public that the use of these 
drags is one of the mean acts, inasmuch as the so¬ 
cial or religious customs are concerned. 

84. There would he no serious privation to any 
class of consumers to forego the consumption of the 
drags they use. These drags have got one or two 
more troublesome effects than the opium, liquor, 
etc. Still in opium and liquor there are some per¬ 
manent effects which are impossible to be checked 
at once, and hence there would be a serious priva¬ 
tion to the consumers of these to forego the con¬ 
sumption. This is not applicable to the hemp 
drags consumers. 

85. It is feasible to prohibit the use of all these 
drags. By this I mean that the cultivation of 
ganja should be stopped. The prohibition of all 
these drugs 'will not, I think, occasion serious dis¬ 
content amongst the consumers, and it would not 
also amount to a political or social danger. 

The consumers of these drags are generally 
bairagis, fakirs, kanphatias, etc. The number of 
such people is not large in this taluk. In family 
men such habits are very rare. If the use of the 
hemp drugs is prohibited, these men will have re¬ 
course to alcoholic stimulants or other drags pro¬ 
ducing intoxication, without which they will not 
pull on. 

86. It appears that the men who are used to the 
hemp drags are addicted to a certain extent to 
alcohol, I attribute this change to the causes of 
getting the alcohol ready, and they have got a pe. 
euliar taste. I cannot offer any proof of its 
reality, but it is said that the liquor is much con¬ 
sumed, 

87. As the charas is not used in this taluk, the 
information on this head cannot be given. 

38, There are different kinds of effects on the 
consumers of ganja and bhang, of which the former 
is stronger than the latter in its effects. 

39. The smoking of the hemp drags is more in- 

{ ’urious than that of drinking or eating, but this 
tabit is not so commonly in use as that of smoking 

40. See medical officer's report attached,* 

41, Moderate use of ganja or bhang is beneficial 


in its effects as a digestive, and also gives staying- 
power under severe exertion or exposure and alle¬ 
viates fatigue, and is also effective as a medicine in 
malarious and unhealthy tracts. No information 
can be given for clause (d ). 

The labouring classes naturally use this drug in 
order to alleviate fatigue. But in this taluk such 
people generally use liquor instead of this drag, and 
next to this they use opium, 

42. Moderate ubb of these drugs is to some ex¬ 
tent beneficial, for which the explanation is already 
offered. It seems that the moderate use of these 
occasionally would be harmless, only perhaps it 
may harm during its intoxication for a short time. 

48. Moderate consumers are inoffensive to their 
neighbours. 

44, The immediate effect of moderate use of any 
of these drags on the habitual consumers is of a 
pleasing sort. It produces intoxication. It does 
not allay hunger. It creates appetite in some 
degree. The effects of these drags last for about 
four hours on habitual s and for twelve hours on 
beginners. Yes, there are after-effects. 

45 and 46, Vide Medical Officer’s report attached.* 

47. The habitual moderate use of any of these 
drags does not appear to be a hereditary habit, but 
in some way it affects the children of the moderate 
consumers. 

48. The excessive habitual use of any of these 
drugs does not appear to be a lie, editary habit, but 
it affects the children. 

49 and 50. Vide Medical Officer’s report attach¬ 
ed.* 

51. The bad characters only are used to these 
drugs. The proportion is not based on the popu¬ 
lation. The bad characters generally commit petty 
offences with the intention of defraying the costs 
of these drugs. The consumers of liquor require a 
large amount to spend for it, while the consumers 
of these drags can manage with a small amount. 

52, This has been solved in answer No. 61 above, 

58, The excessive indulgence does not, it appears, 
excite the consumer to unpremeditated crime, vio¬ 
lent or otherwise, unless the consumer has not been 
out of his senses, 

54. These drags are not used by criminals in 
order to fortify themselves to commit a preme¬ 
ditated act of violence or other crime. 

55. The criminals induce their victims to partake 
of any of these drags, and go stupefy them in order 
to further their designs. Complete stupefaction 
can be induced by admixture. 

56 and 57, Vide Medical Officer’s report attach¬ 
ed.* 

58. The present practice of control is rather satis- * 
factoiy. For the present the Revenue Officers have 
been entrusted with powers in these matters but 
if a separate officer be appointed for these matters, 
the control, etc., will be more satisfactorily exercised 
than' at present, 

59. The improvement can be effected by opening 
a separate department, and also by giving powers to 
the patels, etc, 

60. Information on this head cannot be supplied, 
as there is no ganja cultivation in this taluk. * 

61. Charas is not known in this taluk. 

62. See answer No. 60 above. 

63. No improvements are necessary in the 
present system of wholesale or retail vend of these 
drugs. 


* Jfot received by the Commission. 
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64. I hare no objections to the existing regula¬ 
tions governing the import of these drugs. As there 
is no cultivation of ganja in this taluk, there is no 
exportation of the sanie. 

65 to 67. I amunableto solve these satisfactorily. 

68 No houses or shops have been licensed for 
the sale of these drugs or their preparations where 
these may be consumed on the premises. 

69. ■ The wishes of the people are not consulted 


for the opening of shops. The shops are opened 
from information obtained from the contractors as 
to the sale of these drags ; but the public conveni¬ 
ence is always looked to in opening them. 

70. The ganja is always imported from other 
provinces on a pass after the duty has been paid. 
There is no general use of untaxed drags in this 
taluk. 


. 14 Eoidence oj Laxman Gopal Desheande, Brahmin, Naih Tahtildar, Mangrul 

Taluk, District Basim, 


1. I have had opportunities of obtaining inform¬ 
ation regarding the matters connected with hemp 
drugs, in regard to which my answers are framed 
from the persons addicted to the hemp drugs and 
the cultivators of the plant, whenever I came in 
contact with them. 

2. The said definitions can be accepted, except 
the definition of ganja. The name of bhang is 
applied to the dry leaves of cultivated female hemp 
plants. There are only two varieties known of 
ganja—flat ganja and ehur ganja. Ganja is 
locally known by ganja. Charas is locally known 
by, charas. Bhang is locally known by bhang, 
Siddhi, and gadada. 

6. The growth of the wild hemp is ordinarily 
scattered. 

7. There is a cultivation of the hemp plant in 
my province— 

(a) for production of ganja, 

(c) for use of bhang, 

in Khamgaon and Pimpri in the Khamgaon taluk 
and Sutal in the Malkapur taluk to the slight 
extent. 

8. There has not recently been any considerable 
increase or decrease in the area under such culti¬ 
vation. 

9. The cultivators are to procure seeds of the 
hemp plant outside of the province. The soil is to 
be ploughed down. It requires sufficient manure, 
particularly that of cowdung. The process of the 
kharif crop is generally followed in the hemp cul¬ 
tivation. The seeds are sown rather late, that 
is, in the months of July and August (in the 
Nakshatras of Punarwasu and Pusha). The hemp 
crop requires, besides the rain, well water, from 
the Hasta Nakshatra, three times a day. The 
crop is ready for being reaped m the months of 
November and December (in the month of Marga- 
shirsha). To have the crop more stimulative in its 
quality the cultivators open the lower part of the 
hemp plant, put in the part open needful quantity 
of opium, and then bind it over very tight. 

10. The persons who cultivate hemp for its 
narcotic properties don’t form a special olaBS, 
They are of the same classes as other agricultural 
cultivators. 

11. The plants cultivated for the production of 
ganja are never raised from the seed of the wild 
hemp. 

12. I have no reason to suppose that the (so- 
called) wild hemp is anywhere specially cultivated 
for the production of ganja. 

13. The cultivation of the hemp plant for ganja 
is restricted throughout the whole province. The 
elevated pandhari soil close to villages is necessary 
for the cultivation of hemp for producing ganja. 
The soil from which opium crops were used to be 
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taken suited best for ganja crop without any 
manure. There is no part of my province where 
its cultivation would be impossible. 

14. The following products are prepared in my 
province 

(a) Ganja; 

(e) Bhang. 

For the answer of the latter part of the question, 
vide answer to question No. 9, chapter 2, 

15. As it is not known that ganja and bhang 
are produced from the wild plant, so the distinc¬ 
tion between the methods of preparation from the 
cultivated and the wild plant cannot be made. 
The following is the method of preparing the above 
products: When the hemp crop is ready to be 
reaped, cultivators cut off buds with leaves. They 
heap the buds with leaves- on the surface of the 
earth and tread them under foot. The leaves form 
bhang, and buds ganja. Buds are put in the water 
and after a few minutes they are taken out and 
cleared of the dirt they contain. Thus they are 
prepared for smoking. The leaves are reduced 
to powder, and the powder thus made is used for 
eating and drinking. 

16. Bhang is not generally prepared by the 
people in their houses. It can be prepared from 
the hemp plant wherever grown. Ganja cannot 
be prepared from the wild plant wherever grown. 

17. The preparations of ganja and bhang are 
made by the cultivators of the hemp. 

18. The drags (ganja and bhang) do deteriorate 
by keeping. They quite lose their effeots in time. 
They do not keep good more than two years with 
ordinary care. I don’t know the causes of deterior¬ 
ation. To prevent deterioration they should not 
be affected from moisture and rats, 

19 Ganja is used for smoking. Chur ganja is 
used also for eating and drinking instead of bhang, 
when the latter is not available, 

20. The classes of the people that smoke ganja 
are mainly formed of travellers, bairagis, fakirs, 
gosawis, Rajputs, Brahmins, Kunbis, Marwaris, 
throughout the whole province. Their number on 
an average probably will come to 20 per thousand. 

21. The flat ganja is preferred for smoking. 

23. Bhang is sometimes used for smoking when 
ganja is not available to the hands of the poorer 
classes of the people. 

24. Throughout the whole province Brahmins, 
Rajputs, Marwaris, bairagis, gosawis, etc., do eat 
or drink bhang. The number of consumers will 
come to 10 per thousand. 

25. The use of ganja and bhang is on the in¬ 
crease. The reason is that the number of the 
shops of these drugs is much increased on the re¬ 
commendation of contractors wherever needed. 

2 i 2 
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This fact evidently shows that the consumption is 
on the increase. 

26. The following ,are the proportions of the 
consumers 

Ganja. Bhar.g. 

{a) Habitual moderate consumers .5 3 \ . 

( b) Habitual excessive consumers .12 6 ] a 

(c) Occasional moderate consumers. 1 1 f I 

(d) Occasional excessive consumers . 2 1 ) 



27. Each of these is mainly taken from classes 
of the people forming fakirs, bairagis, gosawis, 
It aj puts. The practice is mainly contracted owing 
to the bad association. Generally these classes of 
the people lead an idle life. 

28. The following is the average allowance and 
cost of each of these drugs per diem to— 

Allow* Cost, 
ance. 

Tolas. Annas. 

(a) Habitual moderate consumers— 

Ganja .... 2^ 2 

Bhang .... 2 1 

(S) Habitual excessive consumers— 

Ganja .... o 4 

Bhang . ... 5 2i 

29. Tobacco is ordinarily, and dhatura exception¬ 
ally, mixed with ganja. Pepper and bhang 
massala are ordinarily mixed with bhang. The 
object of these admixtures is to moderate the power 
of intoxication and to have a good taste. Bhang 
massala consists of rose flower, sugarcandy, poppy 
seeds, sweet fennel, almonds, nutmegs, carda¬ 
moms. 

30. To a great extent the consumption of each of 
these drags ife practised generally in solitude and 
occasionally in company. It is mainly coniined to 
the male sex attaining minority. It is not usual 
for children to consume any of these drugs (bhan^ 
and ganja). 

31. The habit of consuming bhang and ganja is 
easily formed. It is not difficult to break off. 
There is a tendency in the case of any of these 
drugs for the moderate habit to develop into the 
exoessive. 

32. As for ganja smoking, there is no religious 
or social custom prevalent in the province. There 
is a religious custom among the Hindus of drinking 
bhang on the days on which Maha Shivaratra and 
Chaitra Akadasi fall. The Hiudus observe fasting 
on the said days. The persons given to bhang 
drinking drink and induce others to drink in 
honour of Mahadeo. The use of the drug is not 
regarded as essential. It is temperate generally to 
the occasional consumers and excessive to the con¬ 
firmed consumers, 

33. The consumption of bhang is generally 
regarded as baneful vice, and more so the use of 
ganja. There is not any public opinion in regard 
to the practice. The reason why the use of any 
form of the narcotic is generally in disrepute can 
be attributed to the dangerous and undesirable 
consequences that follow from it (use). There is 
no eustom of worshipping the hemp plant on any 
occasion by certain sects of the people. 

35, It would be feasible to prohibit the use of 
ganja and bhang. The drag would not be con¬ 
sumed illicitly. No doubt the prohibition would 
occasion serious discontent among the consumers. 
Such discontent would not amount to a political 
danger, as the number of consumers is very small in 
comparison of the population of the whole province. 


The prohibition will be followed by recourse, not to 
(a) alcoholic stimulant or other drugs, but. to too 
much eating and smoking of tobacco, 

37. The smoking of eharas is not practised in 
my province, so the difference in effects cannot be 
mentioned. 

38. The flat ganja brings on intoxication earlier 
than the chur ganja—to consumers. The use of 
flat ganja is more pernicious to the health than 
that of the chur ganja. 

39. The smoking of any preparation of the hemp 
plant is not in any way less injurious, but, on the 
contrary, more injurious than drinking or eating* 
the same or any other preparation, 

40. The use of ganja is prescribed on account of 
its medicinal qualities by Native Doctors. Its use 
is also made in the treatment of cattle disease. 

41. The moderate use of ganja or bhang is tem¬ 
porarily beneficial in its effects— 

(а) as a food accessory or digestive ; 

(б) to give staying-power under severe exertion 

or exposure, or to alleviate fatigue; 

(c) as a febrifuge or preventive of disease in 
malarious and unhealthy tracts. 

Generally travellers, 6uch as fakirs, bairagis, 
gosawis, and labourers, use the drug for the above 
purposes. It is both the moderate habitual use 
and moderate occasional use of the drag which I 
refer to. The effects of the moderate occasional 
uso of the drag are more beneficial than those of 
the moderate habitual use. 

43. Moderate consumers are inoffensive to their 
neighbours. 

44. The immediate effect of the moderate use of 
any of the drugs (bhang and ganja) on the habi¬ 
tual consumers is to inflame the eyes to the slight 
extent in the ease of ganja, and to create incon¬ 
ceivable action in the brains in the ease of bhang. 
The consumers think it to he refreshing, though it 
is not actually so. It produces intoxication to the 
slight oxtent. It does not allay hunger. Bhang 
creates appetite. The effect of ganja lasts for two 
hours or so, while that of bhang throughout the 
whole day. There are after-effects. The want of 
subsequent gratification does produce longing or 
uneasiness. 

45 ; The habitual use of any of these drags 
(ganja and bhang) does produce noxious effects, 
physical, mental or moral. 

^ (ganja) impairs the constitution. It (ganja) 
and bhang in the long run injure the digestion or 
cause loss of appetite. Ganja causes asthma when 
the consumer loses health and grows old. It in¬ 
duces laziness. It does deaden the intellect. 

46. As to the consequences from the habitual ex¬ 
cessive use of any of these, they ensue earlier. 

47. The habitfial moderate use of ganja does 
affect the children of the moderate consumer 

48. The habiflkal excessive use of ganja does 

affect the children of the excessive consumer verv 
badly. - 

49. The moderate use of ganja and bhang is 
practised as an aphrodisiac. They are used by 
prostitutes. The use for this purpose is more in¬ 
jurious than the use as narcotic, as they give much 
stimulus to the nervous system. The use of henlp 
tends to produoe impotence in the long run. 

50. By the excessive use the effects are brought 

about earlier. 6 

54. The drags (ganja and bhang) are not used 
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by criminals to fortify themselves to commit a pre¬ 
meditated. act of violence or other crime. 

57. Ganja is sometimes eaten or drunk when 
bhang is available. 

58. I am strongly under the impression that 
when the Government introduced the system of 
excise administration the main object it had in view 
was to check the consumption of the drugs from 
the hemp plant as far as possible. But on consi¬ 
deration of gradually increasing number of consum¬ 
ers I cannot but say that the object aimed at is 
not likely to be accomplished by the working of the 
present system. The system is capable of improve¬ 
ment. 

59. To improve the system such measures may 
be, taken as would without fail cheek gradually the 
use of the drags or prohibit at once the use ex¬ 
cept on medical purposes. Under the present sys¬ 
tem any number of maunds of the drag can be im¬ 
ported to meet the demands of the public, and be¬ 
sides that any number of acres can be brought 
under the cultivation of the hemp plant for the 


same object. In case the use is gradually and cer¬ 
tainly to be checked, the number of shops is to be 
reduced eveiy year and the restrictions in regard to 
the fixing of such a number of acres to be brought 
under cultivation of the hemp plant and of such a 
number of maunds of the drugs to be imported as 
would suit our purpose under the circumstances, are 
indispensably to be brought into force. In case 
the Government thinks the use is to be prohibited 
except on medical purposes, it is well and good. 

62. Vide my answer to question 59. 

63. I have no objection to the present system of 
a wholesale or retail vend of ganja and bhang or 
preparations of them. 

64. Vide my answer to question 59. 

69. The wishes of the people are not consulted 
or considered in any way before a shop is opened in 
any locality. The number of shops is increased or 
decreased on consultation of contractors, i.e. t in¬ 
directly the wishes of consumers are consulted and 
considered. Local public opinion is to be taken 
into account before opening any Bhop. 


15. Evidence of Colonel C. T. Lane, 

51. I do not believe that any large proportion of 
criminals are moderato consumers of hemp dnrgs. 
Nor do I think that moderate use has any connec¬ 
tion with crime. 

52 and 53. Answering questions 52 and 53 to¬ 
gether, I would say that I believe the excessive use 
of these drags does tend to excite a violent disposi¬ 
tion, which may culminate in temporary homicidal 
mania. 

A prisoner in the Akola Jail, who before con¬ 
viction for murder had been in the habit of taking 
bhang, was found after conviction to become 
violent— 

1st —when he surreptitiously got hold of this 
drag ,* 


Inspector General of Police, Amraoti. 

2nd —when, after thus indulging in it, the 
fact was discovered and he was de¬ 
prived of it. He assaulted the Super¬ 
intendent when under this excitement. 

54. I have no personal knowledge that this i s 
the case. 

55. I have never in my experience heard of a 
case where bhang, charas or ganja was used to 
stupefy for the purpose of robbery ; and I cannot 
say whether complete stupefaction can be produced 
by any of them, 


16. Evidence of Mb. H. A. Heath, District Superintendent of Police, Wun. 


51. Certainly not. None whatever. 

52. Persons who make and drink ganja, bhang 
and madak to excess are, in my opinion, incapable 
of doing any mischief. They are most miserable 
specimens of humanity, those I have seen. 

53. No; not to those accustomed to the use of 
these drags. No; I have not personally seen any 
case of the sort. 

54. I think not. Criminals committing violent 


crime, daeoities and robberies generally fortify 
themselves with country liquor. This stuff gives 
them Dutch courage, while the drags soothe them 
only. 

55. Yes; only occasionally such casoe are heard 
of; but those that come before me personally, the 
drag used was always dhatnra. 

Yes; certainly complete stupefaction can be 
induced. 


17. Evidence of Mr- N. E. Cumberlege, District Superintendent of Police t, 

Amraoti, 


51. I should say a fair proportion would be 
found. And I would instance Manas, Bhudducks, 
and others of the Bowri class, inclusive of Sansis 
and Hurburahs, many Garorees, most Afghans and 
Psrbeahs, coming to Berar as moderate habitual 
consumers, with all the class of Muhammadan fakir 
coiners, and very many of the Deccan Musalmans 
also, the want of it being felt when not obtainable 
by all such consumers. And I should consider 
that even a moderate use of these drugs would have 
a demoralizing effect,' would conduce to an immoral 
predisposition, pervert the working of the brain into 
unexpected channels, and render also a callous feel¬ 


ing of indifference to consequences arising through 
any personal action. 

52. 1 consider it has been shown unmistakably 
that these drags inflame the passions and operate 
detrimentally on the brains; that they do not of 
necessity cause the same effect in any two persons; 
and this may be attributable in part to the consti¬ 
tutional condition of the person affected, as also in 
part to the dose then taken, which would also 
necessitate a consideration of the quantity taken 
withjn the few hpurs previous, or the habitual 
usual dose taken once a day or oftener. 

58, Excessive indulgence does incite to un- 
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premeditated dime, violent and otherwise. It 
causes irritation o£ the brain and produces an im¬ 
proper condition, wherein conceptions undoubtedly 
arise which lead to hitherto unpremeditated action. 
Known cowards have been known under such in¬ 
fluence to commit rash, even bold, acts they had 
never contemplated, much less been guilty of, with¬ 
out its inflammatory aid, and many a burglary 
and road crime had never occurred hut for its in¬ 
fluence. I have met no such case personally; but 
the annals of criminal history in India show it does 
lead to temporary homicidal frenzy : witness the 
repeated instances of running amuck, which might 
one and all be authenticated. 

54. Yes •, I have met many instances wherein 
these drugs have been used to encourage to the 
commission of burglaries and road crime, especially 
the former. I should say the Afghans (Kurbulla 
Syeds, other Peshinis, Yusuff Zaies, Hussan Zaies, 


etc.), Monas and the Bowri class generally (and it 
has many ramifications) do resort to these drugs 
whenever there is a likelihood of resistance, when 
they will allow nothing to deter them either in the 
commission of the crime or to enable them to 
retreat. Even the commission of murder is looked 
on as nothing when under this influence. 

55. Not to my own knowledge. I have read 
that such has been done, and without admixture 
it might he administered in a chillum ; hut I have 
no personal knowledge. But rather that, in order 
to stupefy a victim, criminals use the dhatura or 
the root of the jowari invariably. These being bo 
much the safer also would he preferable; and the 
effect of both dhatura and the jowari root is iden¬ 
tical in its proportionate dose. I could point to 
many instances of the latter; personally to none 
of the former. 


18. Evidence of Sijboeon-Major C. L, Swaine, Officiating Sanitary Commissioner, 

and Inspector* General of Dispensaries . 


1. Prom seventeen years’ service in India in 
charge of Native troops, civil hospitals, dispen¬ 
saries and jails, and as Officiating Sanitary Com¬ 
missioner of this province. 

2. These definitions may he accepted for this 
province, but charas is not known here, nor is ever 
used. The names used for the products in this 
paper are those in use locally. 

19. Charas is not used in this province, but 
ganja is used mixed with tobacco for smoking, 

23. Bhang is not used for smoking. 

28. (a) One and a half drachm of ganja, the 
cost of which is three pie, will last a moderate con¬ 
sumer about four days. 

One ounce of bhang, the cost of which is three 
pie, will last a moderate consumer about four days. 

(b) Pour ounces of ganja, the cost of which is 
two annas, will be consumed by an excessive smok¬ 
er in one day. 

Four ounces of bhang, the cost of which is six 
pie, will be used by an excessive consumer in one 
day. 

29. Ganja mixed with tobacco is used by all 
smokers, irrespective of caste, trade or nationality. 
No other ingredients are mixed with ganja. 

Several ingredients are mixed with bhang before 
it is drunk, such as coriander seed, almonds, rose 
flowers, sugar, milk, etc. 

Habitual excessive ganja smokers sometimes mix 
dhatura seed in the smoking mixture. Opium, 
nux-vomica, cantharides, or betel-nut are never 
used either with bhang or ganja in this province. 

Bhang massala is known, and consists of bhang, 
black pepper, cucumber seed, almond, rose flower, 
sugar, milk, etc. 

30. Ganja is not smoked in Bolitude, but in com¬ 
pany, Bhang is also used in company and not in 
solitude. Bhang and ganja are almost entirely used 
by men, except in few cases by prostitutes, but 
never used by children. 

31. The habit of ganja smoking is easily con¬ 
tracted and never abandoned, except under com¬ 
pulsion. It is the same with bhang. There is no 
tendency as a rule for a moderate to become an 
excessive consumer of ganja or bhang. 

32. It is essential that when fakirs, sadhue, and 
other religious mendicants are assembled for a 


feast, that before sitting down to their food ganja 
or bhang should be used. There are no other cus¬ 
toms at which it is essential that these dings should 
be used that I am aware of. 

36. I do not think that alcohol has been in any 
way substituted for these drugs. 

37. I have no experience of charas smoking. 
By smoking ganja, intoxication is at once pro¬ 
duced, and lasts only for a short time, while in the 
case of bhang it is more gradual and of longer 
duration. 

39. Prom my own experience among regimental 
sepoys the smoking of ganja is far more in¬ 
jurious than drinking or eating bhang. The con¬ 
firmed ganja smoker is always smoking, and will 
light his chillum whenever he gets a chance of so 
doing, and the cases of sepoys that I will mention. 
hereafter were all excessive ganja smokers. 

40. In few cases these drugs are used by native 
doctors in treatment of disease, but in the treat¬ 
ment of cattle disease only bhang is used. 

41. It is said— 

(a) both ganja and bhang are used to giv« 
appetite and promote digestion; 

(5) ganja and bhang, but more especially 
ganja, are used to give staying-powers 
and alleviate fatigue; 

(e) in the Melghat forest and malarial district 
ganja is much used as a preventative 
against malarial fevers; 

(<f) I do not think that ganja or bhang is in 
any other way beneficial to those using 
them, as it is stated to be above. 

42. Prom my own experience the moderate use 
of these drags I consider harmless, but cannot say 
that it is beneficial in any way. 

44. At first after smoking ganja the smoker 
feels happy and light-hearted, which after a short 
interval is followed by intoxication. It does not 
allay hunger, but aggravates it. It creates an 
appetite. The effect of ganja smoking lasts about 
ten to fiften minutes. After-effects are great lan¬ 
guor and depression. There is no longing or 
uneasiness if the appetite for smoking ganja or 
drinking bhang is not gratified. 

45. I do not think that the habitual moderate 
use of these drugs produces any noxious effects. 
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physical, mental or moral. It does not impair the 
constitution, injure digestion or cause loss of appe¬ 
tite. It does not cause dysentery, diarrhoea, bron¬ 
chitis or asthma; nor does it impair the moral 
sense or produce laziness of habit. ' I have known 
several moderate users of these drugs, and they did 
not appear to me to be any the worse for it. 

Taken in excess it deadens the intellect and pro¬ 
duces insanity. In two eases of insane sepoys in 
my late regiment who had to be sent to lunatic 
asylum, one to Nagpur, and the other to Ran¬ 
goon asylums, the insanity in both cases was en¬ 
tirely due to excessive use of ganja. In neither of 
the cases was there any predisposing cause of in¬ 
sanity. Both were violent and inclined to be 
homicidal, and neither of them had suffered pre¬ 
viously from mental anxiety or brain disease. 
Five other sepoys were discharged from the regi¬ 
ment as mentally deficient, whose intellects were 
deadened by the excessive use of ganja and bhang. 

46. A habitual excessive user of these drugs, 
in my opinion, is unfitted morally, physically 
and mentally for any employment. He is a curse 
to himself, and a burden to all those connected with 
him. 

47. None. 

48. The excessive use of those drags is not in 


any way inherited. The offsprings of an exces¬ 
sive user will not necessarily follow in the footsteps 
of their parent. 

49. Sometimes these drugs are used as an 
aphrodisiac, also by prostitutes, They are not 
more injurious, when used for this propose, than 
as an ordinary narcotic, The use of hemp does 
not produce impotency, 

50. All injurious, but smoking ganja more so 
than bhang, and is liable to produce insanity. 

56, The effect of hemp modified by the admix¬ 
ture of other ingredients is— 

(a) taken in moderation, harmless; 

(A) taken in excess,’injurious, Dhatura, nux- 
vomica, cantharides, opium or betel-nut 
never mixed. 

57. Ganja is never eaten or drank in this pro¬ 
vince, only smoked. Such a thing as charas is not 
known down here, and never used in any way 
whatever. 

In conclusion, moderate use in my opinion 
is neither beneficial nor injurious, but the exces¬ 
sive use is mo6t harmful in eveiy way, and I cer¬ 
tainly think that something ought to be done to 
curtail its use, and to make it more of a luxury 
than it ig. 


19. Evidence of Surgeon-Major It. B. Hoe, Civil Surgeon , AmraoH. 


1. Enquiries amongst convicts in jail, and ganja 
smokers outside. 

2. Indian hemp is not cultivated in Berar, but 
the definitions and names given apply to the im¬ 
ported drag. The names given are known and 
used here. 

19. Charas is smoked only., Ganja, though 
ured chiefly in smoking, is occasionally chewed and 
eaten by excessive consumers. 

28. No; never. 


28. («) Ganja up to 6 tolas, costing 

. 2i annas. 

Charas „ „ 3 masas, „ 

. 2 


Bhang „ „ 5 tolas, „ 

. 1 

)) 

(A) Ganja up to 15\ tolas, „ 

7 or 8 


Charas „ „ } tola, „ 

. 4 

» 

Bhang „ „ 10 tolas, „ 

. 2 

yy 

29, (a) Tobacco or tobacco mixed 

with 

jagri. 


known as gvdakoo. 

Bhang is pounded and mixed with sugar and 
water or milk. 

(4) Dhatura, nux-vomica, betel-nut are used, 
as also arsenic and aconite, the object of the ad¬ 
mixtures being to increase strength of the pre- 
paration. 

Bhang massala is used here, and consists of 
cucumber seeds, almonds, black pepper, rosebuds, 
aniseed, coriander, poppy seeds, BUgar, and melon 
seeds : these ingredients are pounded and mixed 
(usually) with milk and water. 

30. Consumption is mostly practised in com¬ 
pany ; it is mainly confined to the male sex; but 
women of low character as well as Sunthins or 
Hindu nuns do use the drag. It is not used by 
children under 12 years of age. 

31. The habit is acquired easily, and is very 
difficult to break off. There is a tendency for the 
moderate to develop into the excessive habit. 

82. Apparently no connection in this respect, 

56. No. 


37, Charas is stronger than ganja; and the 
intoxicating effect of the former is more quickly 
developed and lasts longer. 

Bhang is much milder than either of the above, 
and its effects are slowly developed. 

39. Smoking is more injurious than the drink¬ 
ing of bhang. But the eating of ganja is jmore 
injurious than either, 

40. I cannot discover the use of the drug by 
native doctors. But it is said to be used mixed 
with turmeric and butter in the treatment of 
cattle for throat affections. 

41. (a) Ganja and bhang increase appetite and 
assist digestion. 

(i) Ganja gives staying-power. Bhang is given 
to camels and bullocks occasionally when forced 
inarches are required of them, 

(c) It (ganja) is also used as a febrifuge with 
good results. 

Used in small quantities as above, the drag may 
be beneficial. 

42. Bhang, if used in moderation, is, I believe, 
harmless j but the moderate .habit tends to develop 
into the excessive, 

44, The drag is refreshing, Smoking produces 
intoxication almost at once. It increases appetite; 
does not allay hunger. The effect of smoking 
lasts about au hour. The want of the drug pro¬ 
duces much longing and uneasiness. 

45, Not as a rale, unless long continued in, 
when more or less emaciation occurs, with loss of 
mental power. Increases appetite and assists 
digestion. Is said to cause bronchitis and asthma, 
but not dysentery. It induces laziness, but not 
immorality. It is generally believed to produce 
insanity, 

46, Increased laziness results, with loss of 
memory, more emaciation, and a general break-up 
of the system, 



806 


47, I believe not. 

48, Not hereditary. 

49 and 50. No, and is not used in this way by 
prostitutes. Impotence sometimes results in the 
case o£ excessive smoking. 

56. The admixture o£ other substances is used 
generally to increase the effect o£ the drug; 


opium is not used with hemp; I have no know¬ 
ledge of the action o£ the individual ingredients 
when mixed with hemp. 

57. Charas. is smoked only. Ganja, when 
eaten, is said to be more injurious than when 
smoked. The result, however, is not so rapidly 
obtained. 


20. Evidence of Surgeon-Captain E. W. Reilly, Civil Surgeon and Super¬ 
intendent, Central Jail, Akola. 


1. Very little. Only in the jail, when I come 
into contact with men addicted to the use of these 
drugs. 

2. In Berar, I am told, only ganja and bhang 
are to be had. Ganja is made from the flower of 
the plant. Bhang is prepared from the leaves of 
the plant. 

19. Ganja is only used for smoking. Used 
thus all over Hindustan, Charas I know nothing 
about. The prisoners know of the compound, and 
say it is highly intoxicant. 

23. Bhang is sometimes smoked when ganja is 
not procurable. Generally it is prepared to be used 
as a drink, 

28. Ganja— 

(a) Twice a day. 

(b) Frequently during day. 

Bhang .— 

(a) Once a day occasionally. 

(b) Never more than once a day, and then in 

early evening. 

29. Ganja is used for smoking mixed with 
tobacco. 

Bhang massala is prepared by mixing bhang 
with black popper, almonds, ginger, sugar, rose 


leaves, cucumber seed. When it can be afforded, 
this preparation is drank with milk. 

So far as I can elicit information, dhatura, 
opium, nux-vomica and cantharides are not mixed 
with these drags. 

30. Ganja is generally smoked in company. Its 
use is confined to the male sex. Children do not 
consume any o£ these dragB. Bhang is also 
usually drank in company. Both sexes are accus¬ 
tomed to its use. Children do not consume it. 

31 and 32. No information to be had. 

40. At times. Yes; it is given to cattle. When 
a man wishes to sell his cattle (bullocks) at a bazar, 
he generally gives them a dose of bhang. 

41 • (<*), (*), ip) Yes. 

[d) As an intoxicant. 

44. Ganja produces intoxication, and it is used 
for this purpose alone. Bhang, on the other hand, 
is refreshing and is an appetizer. The effects last 
from two to three hours. 

45. These questions my informants are unable 
to answer. As I have but little experience of these 
drugs, their uses and effects, I am unable to offer 
any opinion. 

49. No; I am told that the use of ganja and 
bhang tends to an opposite condition of thingj. 


21. Evidence of Dr. 0. W. 

1. From personal experience of the habits of 
the people who are hemp consumers, and to a long 
residence in different parts of India, 

2. These definitions are applicable for this pro¬ 
vince except that charas is not known in this dis¬ 
trict. 

19. In this district ganja is used for smoking ; 
charas is not, known. 

23. Bhang is never used for smoking, 

28. In this district ganja is the only part of 
the plant that is used for smoking. The aver¬ 
age allowance and cost per diem being for (a) 
one-fourth of an anna or one tola for two days; (4) 
varies from one to two annas. 

29. With ganja tobacco is also mixed and put 
into the chUtum and so used for smoking. The 
fakirs often mix dhatura leaves and sometimes a 
small quantitity of crude arsenic. The object of 
mixing tobacco is to give a longer smoke. The 
dhatura is used to increase the narcotic action o£ 
the ganja, and arsenic to produce increased sexual 
desire, to sustain bodily fatigues, and to ward off 
malaria. ■ Bhang massala is made up of bhang, 
black pepper, poppy seeds, sugar or sugarcandy, 
dry ginger, almonds, and chirangee seeds. Bhang 
massala is not sold, but is prepared by consumers, 


Jones, Civil Surgeon, Basim. 

chiefly Brahmins, Marwaris, Rajputs, Ratoras 
and Shikhs, This bhang massala is mixed with 
milk and used as a drink, the better classes being 
the chief consumers. ' 

30. Ganja is both smoked in solitude and in 
company. Bhang is not used for smoking, but 
is converted into a drink by pulverisation of its 
leaves and its maceration in cold spring water. 
It is usually drank in company. Ganja and 
bhang are chiefly used by the male sex and by 
adults. No, it is not usual for children to consume 
any of these drugs. But there is a confection called 
majum, which is made up of ganja, sugar, ghee, 
and other condiments. This confection is some¬ 
times given to children; but chiefly to girls about 
attaining maturity with the object of producing 
intoxication before using such girls for immoral 
purposes. Majum is largely consumed by; all 
classes who take part in the Muharram festival. 

31. The habit o£ consuming any of these drugs 
is easily formed, for the ganja chillum is always 
made welcome to anybody who joins the party 
of ganja smokers. It is not difficult to break off 
the habit of smoking ganja, as it is not often pro¬ 
curable in small villages. As a rale, no; but in 
some instances moderate smokers gradually be¬ 
come excessive. 

32/ As to majum, 6ee No. 30, It is a social 
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pustom among the gosains to convert every disciple 
jnto a ganja smoker, hieing a fprmal initiation into 
the religions sect. 

86. As ganja smoking has a tendency to under¬ 
mine the health, young men of the lower classes 
are carefully eschewing the habit of smoking 
ganja. The increased consumption of arrack and 
toddy points to ganja smoking being gradually 
superseded. Men who have been in the habit of 
smoking ganja for the last ten years give it as 
their experience that they do not see any steady 
increase in their number of ganja smokers. 

87. Charas is not procurable in this district, 
and hence not used by the people. It is not 
Renown if there is any difference in ganja and 
charas smoking. There is no difference in the 
narcotic action produced by bhang from ganja 
smoking. 

39. Ganja smoking has a greater tendency to 
affect the health than the using of bhang or bh^ng 
massala as a drink. Ganja smoking is taken into 
the lungs and speedily produces its narcotic action. 
Bhang and bhang massaia being taken as a drink, 
and that often with milk, the dilution weakens 
the narcotic action, and hence has a less tendency 
to affect the constitution. Excessive ganja smok¬ 
ers are often the victims of insanity. 

40. No. Not known. No information can be 
pbtained on the subject. 

41. The moderate use of ganja and bhang are 
beneficial in their effects, as detailed in (a) to (d). 

42. The moderate use is both beneficial and 
harmless, fhere are men who have been in the 
habit of smoking ganja from adult to old ago, and 
have not bodily suffered in any way, but give it as 
their expeiiedce that moderate smoking has often 
removed fatigues and stayed the pangs of hunger, 

44. The moderate use of the drug, even on the 
habitual consumer, is refreshing and intoxicating. 
It allays the pangs of hunger and creates appetite. 
The effect of intoxication lasts for an hour. If used 
in moderation thero are no after-effects. The want 
of subsequent gratification does not produce a 
longing or uneasiness. 

45. The habitual moderate use of ganja or bhang 
is in no way detrimental to the consumers; on the 
contrary, it is beneficial. I give this as my ex¬ 
perience, and as the experience of men who are in 


the habit of using gpnja in moderation for period^ 
varying from ten to twelve years. 

46. The excessive habitual use of ganja is highly 
detrimental to the consumer. Physically the 
habitual is rendered weak and emaciated. His 
intellect also becomes weak and clouded, while his 
moral feelings are blunted. The constitution of 
the habitual is highly impaired. He is weak and 
gmaeiated, with a tendency to develop tubercle in 
his lungs, (c) Yes. (d) Causes bronchitis and 
asthma, (e) Yes; induces laziness. (/) No. Pro¬ 
duces temporary insanity, and is the exciting cause 
of such temporary insanity. Type : like a case of 
acute mania. Temporary ; yes. The chief symp¬ 
toms are ungovernable fury, great restlessness, 
want of sleep, dilated pupils, refusal of all food, 
talks ramblingly and incoherently ; a busy delirium 
being present. There i6 also a sense of dread and 
suspicion. jlesmears his excreta about his celj 
walls. (?) Not known. 

4f ana 48. No. 

49. Ganja does not possess any aphrodisiac 
aotion on the consumer; but, when mixed with 
a small quantity of crude arsenic, it does produce 
an increased desire for sexual action. (A) No. 
(e) No. (i) No. 

5,0. Ganja to the excessive habitual consumer 
acts not as an aphrodisiac, but has a marked ten¬ 
dency to produce impotency. 

56. Iiemp in moderation used with tobacco is 
not injurious. In excess, mixed with dhatura or 
opium, it is highly detrimental to the consumer. 

57. Ganja and charas are never eaten or drank. 

In conclusion, the moderate use of ganja, bhang 

or bhang massala is, in my opinion, highly benefi¬ 
cial to those who use the drag. It wards off 
fatigue, allays hunger, and produces a certain 
amount of happiness. Those using bhang massala 
-benefit by it, as the preparation is taken with milk, 
the nutritive action of the milk being beneficial to 
the consumer. The drug being cheap and speedy 
in its action as a narcotic, does not drain the purse 
of the smpker, and hence does not produce any 
demoralisation so far as the consumer or his family 
are concerned. A moderate smoker i6 never known 
to be riotous or uncontrollable. He is happy in 
his own way, and is a peaceful citizen. I should 
certainly prefer to see the natives of India take 
their moderate dose of hemp in the chillnm twice a 
day than give up the practice to become consumers 
of arrack or other ardent spirits, 


22. Evidence of 1)k. J. JJoeriso^, Civil Surgeon , Yeotmul. 


1. Very little. 

2. Yes. Bhang, ganja, and charas; latter not 
• soli here. 

19. No charas sold or used. Ganja used for 
smoking as well as being made into bhang for 
drinking. Bhang is used only by a few people, 
e.g., Pardesis and Marwaris, as a cooling drink in 
summer. 

28. Not so used. 

28. Half a tola daily of ganja for habitual 
moderate consumers, cost 0-0-3 ; 1J tolas for exces¬ 
sive consumers, cost 0-0-9. Charas not used. 
Bhang used moderately in summer bv a few only, 
pan’t say cost. 

29. Tobacco is ordinarily mixed with ganja for 
smoking. No bhang massala sold here. 

80. No experience. Mainly confined to the 
male sex. Not usual for children to consume any. 
vol. vij. 


31. Habit easily formed; difficult (wluen un¬ 
restrained) to break off. Yes, the tendency is tu 
develop into the excessive. 

82. Am not aware of any such custom. 

36, I hove no reason for so thinking. 

87. Charas not sold here. Cases of acute mania 
have been attributed to ganja and charas smoking. 
Have not heard of bhang causing such disease. 

89. Smoking ganja and cliaras is said to be 
more injurious. I, however, have no experience in 
this matter. Two cases of temporary mania have 
come under my notice, said to have been due to 
smoking ganja. 

40. Charas and ganja are prescribed by native 
(doctors. 

41. I do not consider that the use of any of 
these may bo of U6e cither as a food accessory, to 
give staying-power or as a febrifuge. 

2 z 
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42. The human economy, I don't think, requires 
any of these drugs. Cannabit is prescribed in 
some diseases, e.g,, neuralgia and spasmodic 
asthma, etc. 

44. Pleasing ideas and hallucinations. Has a 
temporary refreshing effect. Bhang is said to 
create appetite. Yes, the want of subsequent gra¬ 
tification produces uneasiness and longing. 

45. (a) Yes, eventually. 

(b) and (c) Eventually it does, 

(d) Ganja smoking has induced asthma. 

(i e ) It does eventually. 

(/) It deadens the intellect eventually. It has 
produced insanity. In two cases known to me it 
appeared the exciting cause. These two cases were 
in men who laboured under the opinion that' their 
wives were carrying on criminal intimacy with 


other men. In the above cases I consider the 
connection conclusive. I have no evidence as to 
whether'insanity may tend to the use of hemp 
drugs, 

46. I have no experience, but think that the 
excessive use of any of these drags would even¬ 
tually tend to insanity. 

47. I can't say. Does not appear to act inju¬ 
riously on the offspring. 

48. Have no experience. 

49. Yes; they are said to be so used. Don't 
know if prostitutes use them. I have not known 
any ease of impotence due to their use. 

50. I have no experience. 

56. Don't know. I have no information of the 
admixture of any of the drags mentioned. 

57. No experience. 


_ ' 

23. Evidence of Da. W. J. Montgomery, Civil Surgeon, Buldctna. 


1. My information is based on local enquiries 
made by me from persons connected with hemp 
drags and on personal general experience. 

2. I am told that hemp is not cultivated in this 
district, and even when allowed the cultivation was 
very limited. Bhang and ganja were the only 
products used. Chains was never used, because it 
was never taken from the plant. These definitions 
may be accepted as regards this province. Bhang 
ana ganja are commonly known. 

19. Charas, as stated in paragraph 2, is not 
known in this province. Ganja is used only for 
smoking. 

23. I have not seen or heard of bhang being 
used for smoking. 

80. The ganja smoker does not, as a rale, admit 
that he is addicted to the habit. It is often 
smoked in company, generally in the evenings. In 
fact, ganja smokers form a separate clan and are 
always thick friends. It is mainly confined to the 
male pex and to middle and old age. It is not 
usual for children to consume any of these drags. 

81. Yes; the habit is easily formed and is diffi¬ 
cult to break off. There is a tendency in a few 
cases only to develop into excess. In such cases 
the individual eats but little, and all his earnings 
are spent on his acquired pernicious habit. 

82. It has been indulged to my knowledge by 
Purdesis during the Holi festival. The bhang is 
mixed with milk and taken. The use of the drag 
in this way on such occasions is not considered 
essential. It is chiefly partaken of owing to the 
sense of merriment which it produces from its 
stimulant properties. 

In some cases the person who indulges in the 
habit for the first time sweai'B he will never touch 
it again because it has bad effects, 

86, There is no reason to think that alcohol is 
being substituted for any of these drugs. 

37. I have had no exprience aB regards charas. 
Ganja smoking and bhang drinking are very 
much the same in their effects. 


89. The habitual use of these drugs has a ten¬ 
dency to weaken the constitution. Habitual ganja 
smokers are generally emaciated and thin weakly 
men; and I have invariably found such men suffer¬ 
ing from an incurable chronic cough. The cough 
is so characteristic that I have often been able to 
say that thiB is a ganja smoker, simply from this 
one objective symptom. The muscular tissues and 
fat dry up so to speak, while the veinB become full 
and prominent. The lips become thin. It is 
known to have caused temporary insanity. 

41. It is supposed by natives to assist digestion 
and to be beneficial to the health. I have no doubt 
but it does assist digestion in habitual smokers. 

42. Even the moderate use of hemp drags is 
harmful. The mind becomes affected, and the 
person appears more or lees silly. 

44. The immediate effect is a sense of pleasure. 
It is refreshing. It produces intoxication when 
taken to excess. Perhaps it does allay hunger. 
The effects are temporary. There are no bad after¬ 
effects, except in the case of a tyro, who expresses 
himself as feeling very much relieved when the 
effects wear off. There is always a longing for the 
drug when once the habit is acquired. 

45. Yes; even the habitual moderate use of these 
drags affects the physique, mind and morals of 
the consumer. The physique becomes undermined, 
the mind weak, and there is a tendency to immo¬ 
rality. The man who takes to excess becomes 
literally half mad. 

47. No. 

49. It does not produce a desire for venery, and 
it is not used by prostitute*. I am of opinion it 
does produce impotenoy. 

57. I attended the case d a recruit in a native 
regiment who indulged in drinking bhang for the 
first time. The effects were described as awful. 
There was great restlessness. Thirst and a sense 
of languor, great heat and pain in the head, with 
a feeling as if the top of the skull was flying off, 
eyes were blood-shot, and the man seemed to regret 
the state he had brought himself to. 
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24. Evidence qf S. Baijnath, Medical Officer , Mady Hospital, Badnera. 


1, From my boyhood I had frequent opportuni¬ 
ties to live with persons addicted to the use of hemp 
drugs in one form or the other. My father had 
been doing the work of a contractor, and had a 
number of gang people (from 50 to 500) working 
under him; hence my experience. 

My experience extends to the provinces of Oudh, 
Central India, Malwa, Punjab, Baluchistan, Berar, 
Southern Mahratta country, Guzerat, Carnatic, 
Kathiawar, and Sind, 

Everywhere the following products of hemp 
drug are used 

(1) Bhang, also called, vijaya— 

(a) Bhuti, sabji, majum, a kind of sweetmeat 
prepared by adding juice of bhang. 

(2) Ganja, ganjo, harri tamacco. 

(3) Charas. 

19. Ganja and charas are both used chiefly for 
cmnVinr r; but. the former is often used for eating 
also. This practice is common amongst the low 
caste and poor people of Oudh, and Kolees and 
Thakadas of Guzerat, who, while engaged in their 
ordinary avocation, for want of time and necessary 
things for smoking, have recourse to chewing, 
which they call fanki. Usually, before smoking, 
ganja is prepared. At first it is saturated with 
water and rubbed well on the palm of one hand 
with the thumb of the other, seeds picked out, 
other impurities, including big leaves, being re¬ 
moved. It is at first pressed by the hands, and 
lastly between the folds of some linen to remove 
the moisture. When ready, it is put in a chitlum 
(an earthen thing), covered with fire, each smoker 
taking a few pulls, till the whole is burnt up. 

23. Rarely. I have seen some poor labourers 
smoking bhang, not good stuff, but the refuse, 
which is usually thrown away by well-to-do or 
middle class people who drink it. This practice I 
have seen at IJjjain in Malwa, Scindhia’s territory. 
I believe only those persons who cannot afford to 
buy ganja, but who also cannot overcome the long¬ 
ing desire of the same, collect this refuse and UBe 
in place of ganja. 

28. (a) One-fourth to half an ounce ; i to 1 anna. 

(J) Half to 2 ounces or more; 1 to 4 annas and 

more. 

29. (a) Tobacco is ordinarily used for the pur¬ 
pose of facilitating the burning of ganja, and to 
remove a little dryness of the throat and tongue 
caused by ganja if smoked alone, 

(b) Dhatura and opium is mixed by habitual 
excessive smokers, whose sense by excessive and 
frequent use of the stuff becomes weakened and 
who are not satisfied by a little intoxication pro¬ 
duced by the use of ganja only. Dhatura and 
opium adds to the intoxication of ganja. Nux- 
vomica and cantharides are mixed by those classes 
whose sexual power is weakened, and by those who 
delight in retention of power of seminal dis¬ 
charge during coitus, or suffering from imbecility. 
Bhang maesala consists of dried rose buds, nutmeg, 
aniseed, cocoaaut, sugar, milk, ppper, almond, 
liquorice roots, cardamoms, and teeli or rapeseed. 
These things are very common, and I think require 
no description. 

80. Drinking qf bhang is practised in company 
as well as in solitude ; smoking of ganja generally 
in company and occasionally in solitude j and the 
nee of charas mostly in solitude and rarely in com¬ 
pany of friends. 

▼ol. vii. 


Generally it is smoked by the male sex, but 
often by females also (prostitutes and female 
sadhus). They mostly take to it in adult life, and 
veiy rarely it is given to chidren, excepting in 
cases of sickness, such as 6ore-eyes, when it is 
given to allay pain and excite appetite. Bhang is 
. used for this purpose. 

31. Not unless it is practised for some time, viz., 
a month or two, without interruption. The longer 
the period of indulgence, the harder it is to break 
off. Yes ; in all there is a tendency to develop 
into the excessive from a moderate commencement. 

82. During the festivals of Iloli and Maha 
Shivaratri one or the other form of hemp drag is 
always used: more by those who are in the habit 
of smoking or drinking, and in lesser quantity, by 
those who use occasionally. 

Holi is a Hindu holiday, during which people 
make use of obscene language, and do all that a 
man with ordinary sense will always be backward 
to do. To drive out this feeling of modesty, people 
have recourse to intoxication, and as all the pre¬ 
parations of hemp are noted to possess this property 
the drug is used. Likewise Maha Shivaratri is 
supposed to be the day of Shiva, and as this god ex¬ 
cessively used this drag, so his followers, Smar- 
thas indulge in the same. 

Also during marriage ceremonies and' other great 
festivals and ceremonies this drag is used by those 
who delight in being in an intoxicated state and 
eat more food. 

86. Indians to a great extent believe in the state 
of intoxication. Alcoholic intoxication is supposed 
to be more harmful (perhaps on account of its 
ordour) than narcotics. Therefore Sudrat take liquor 
and higher caste people (who are not allowed by their 
religion to drink liquor) take bhang. But as 
liquor is expensive in comparison to bhang, and 
bhang (if well prepared) more expensive than ganja, 
so lower eaBte people take ganja, which is the 
least expensive, easily enjoyed, readily obtained, 
and made ready for use. Sudras mostly use 
alcohol, bhang and ganja. High caste people 
generally use bhang, rarely ganja, and still more 
rarely liquor. Latterly, on account of English 
education and society, some of the high caste gentle¬ 
men who with impunity could‘take bhang have 
i substituted it by alcoholic drinks. To prove this is 
rather hard and risky. However, if it is essentially 
necessaiy, an inspection of accounts of English 
wine shopkeepers will prove without a shadow of 
doubt that the community whose forefathers could 
use openly preparations of hemp now use liquor, 
which is an open secret. 

37. Effects of hemp drags 

Bhang comes first. If taken with its massala 
it is less injurious. Often it acts beneficially in 
fatigue and sickness. 

Charas comes second (because high caste people 
are not allowed to smoke) in degree, and first among 
smoking classes. It is less harmful than ganja, 
which comes last. Charas is less violent in its 
action, seldom excites cough and lung affections, 
whereas ganja invariably produces bad effects. 

89. Smoking is more harmful than drinking. 
By smoking, the nervous system is first affected, 
then respiratory. In drinking its effect is mode¬ 
rated. Smoking makes a man violent, boisterous 
irritable, quarrelsome, and is apt to make a man 
sooner insane than drinking of bhang, which makes 

2 z 2 
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a man calm, considerate, less apt to mischeif, and 
lazy. 

40. By native vaidyas it is given on account of 
its narcotic effect in bronchitis, asthma, dyspepsia, 
loss of appetite, vomiting, insomnia, and colic. 
Externally for fomenting painful parts. 

In cattle diseases it is given in colic, retention 
of urine, and when ruminating power is weakened: 

41. (a) Yes; bhang particulary. 

(£) and (c) Yes. 

(d) Moderate uso does good in commencing 
impotoncy. 

42. Because it is next to impossible to stick to 
the moderate use, and as the same dose every day 
does not answer, requires the drug to be increased 
(without which its effect is nil); and as increased 
dose leads to a habit, and as the habit bf any kind 
of intoxication is undesirable, so I consider the 
moderate use of this drug more harmful than 
harmless. 

44. (a) It is refreshing. It acts upon the 
various organs, such as lower bowels, bladder, 
stomach, etc., and excites their function. 

(6) Yes. 

(e) Yes, a littlo; it depends updn the quan¬ 
tity used, 

(d) It excites hunger at first, but allays after¬ 
wards, and often causes craving. 

(«) Yes. 

(/) From two to three hours, and often up to 
five. 

(g) Heaviness about the head, aching of body, 
indigestion in novice, and general malaise. 

(h) Yes; its absence produces longing, and often 
uneasiness. 

45 and 4(5. The habitual moderate use of bhang, 
ganja and charas at first gives a great appetite, 
and any kind of food is eaten with relish and 
delight. Thus the physical state of body im- 
roves, the person gains weight and stands any 
ind of exertion. The muscles become more develop- 
fed, and he finds general improvement of the whole 
system. This state of things remain for about a 
year or two. After-wards the person finds that 
any large dose has no effect, and he longs for more 
intoxication, to obtain which he has recourse at 
first to increased doses; then addition of opium, 
dhatura, etc. Eventually the system becomes so 
deadened to the effects of these drugs, that ever so 
much moderate dose produces no desired effect, and 
gradually the whole syBtem begins to suffer; at 
first the digestion is impaired; next the respira¬ 
tory and nervous tracts become affected. Dysen¬ 
tery, bronchitis, rheumatism, loss of memory, 
fepistaxis, softening of brain, etc., set in, and the 
person becomes so sick that he finds his life a 
burden, more because no medicines which cure or¬ 
dinarily such ailments do him any good. 

These drugs in the beginning excite unusually 
great sexual desire; but after the lapse of some 
time, eithbr on account bf excessive sexual inter¬ 
course or on account of paralysing effects of the 
drug, the undue 6cxual desire becomes a matter of 
anxiety on the part of the person, tvho finds him¬ 
self much below the mark, and tries to regain it by 
increasing the dose and adding opium, dhatura, 
eantharides, etc., which for the time being gives 
some satisfaction, but ends in total impotency. 

I have seen in the lunatic asylums at Poona and 
Ahmedabad (Guzerat) that about 7 5 per cent, of 
the lunatics were, before their coming into the 
asylum and before becoming a subject fit for that 


place, ganja and charas smokers, mostly the former.- 
Ganja is the thing which exoites insanity, because' 
it actB directly bn the nervine centre, and a man 
who is otherwise sober becomes irritable and ex¬ 
citable by its intoxication. Its effect is more acute 
and prompt in persons of weakened intellect and 
who abuse moral power than those tvho observe 
moderation: 

Bhang seldom actB as an exciting cause of in¬ 
sanity. It does not act at the commencement on 
the brain, but it does on the digestive organs first, 
and gradually the intoxcation travels on to thC 
brain. I have seen some good songsters and 
athletes who, without using either ganja or bhang, 
could do nothing; but when once having enjoyed 
their favourite drug, they find their intellect and 
muscles respectively sharpened and could do the' 
bfest of performance. 

Usually a martyr bf bhang, without, it, has gdt 
his power of thinking or inclination of doing any 
other thing, a zero ; but with the doses of bhang 
hiB intellect increases. This state of things remains 
for such time as the moderate use of the stuff could 
be borne. But when it reaches to the oxtreme; 
then either the overdose of the drag or the total 
want of it drfves the man out of his senses, and he 
thus becomes a lunatic. When once in the asylum, 
the total abstinence from the drag, aided by the' 
curative power of nature, exercised by rigid re¬ 
straint, brings the man round. But a repetition of 
the same without much time or drug brings the 
man again to bis former state, and thuB the lunacy 
returns. 

From the above it conld be perceived that ganja 
is usually exciting and the bhang a predisposing 
cause of insanity, according to my oponion. The 
insanity produced by the effects of ganja is gener¬ 
ally of a violent character and rarely a mild one. 
Amongst most of the murderers about 90 per cent, 
will be found tb be ganja smokers. 

The insanity of bhang iB usually of mild tvne 
and temporary. Persons so affected have got some 
imaginary object in view; for example, some expeots 
to find treasure ; some thinks he is made of glass j 
some expects his friend, &c., and is very rarely of 
a violent character. 

Insanity produced by both these drags is of a 
temporary kind ; but, if once cured, is apt to retuni 
if the same drag is indulged again. 

Tersons who generally use these drugs to an 
excess are mostly sadhtis, jogis and bairagis: 
They hiving abandoned tho world, are content 
amongst the society of their own. They neither 
speak much or interfere with other people. As 
this is also a kind of insanity, I consider the exces¬ 
sive use of the drug, though producing madness, 
its variety varies and the madness of the sadhus, 
jogis, etc., is one of them. 

47. Children born of parents who are in the 
habit of excessive use of any of these drugs are 
mostly idiots aud fools, often lunatics. But I have 
seen many suoh persons who have got no issue at 
all-, 

49. Often the moderate use of these drugs is 
practised as aphrodisiac, generally amongst prosti¬ 
tutes and whoremongers. Its effect is injurious; 
inasmuch as it tends to produce laziness, and thus 
cause persons to get more money by least trouble j 
consequently robbery, etc., is increased; Also it 
tends to prevent propagation on account of its pro¬ 
perty of checking the free formation of semen and 
drvjng up the blood from which the semen is 
formed, It is always the case that the persons 
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using these drags are veiy thin, their blood, as it 
were, burnt up. 

60. Please see my answer to questions 46, 48, 

and 49. 

66. Effects of hemp in moderation is modified by 
the admixture of tobacoo and occasionally by betel- 
nut. These admixtures produce a kind of soothing 
effect in nerves and on the organs of respiration, 
which by the use of hemp alone are usually affected 
by a feeling of dryness in the throat and causing 
irritability of the nerve centre. Admixture of 
dhatura, opium and cantharides are added (by 
those who use personally) to increase the state of 
intoxication, especially to prolong the time and 


frequency of sexual desire, and by some to allay 
their sickness, such as asthma, bronchitis, etc. 
When it is given to others, it is for the purpose of 
robbing. 

57. I do not know if chains is ever eaten; but 
ganja is occasionally taken instead of bhang when 
it is not at hand. 

In conclusion, all the preparations of hemp are 
injurious, taken in any form and in any quan¬ 
tity ; and I am of opinion that the cultivation of 
this drug, if stopped (excepting for medicinal 
purposes), will prevent many people's ruin, crimes 
will be lessened, and the population of lunatic 
asylums will be veiy soon diminished. 


26. Evidence of Da. S. G. Steinhoff, Medical Officer in chargej Charitable Dis - 

pensary , Khariigaon. 


1. Twenty-three years' medical practice among 
ttie people of this town and a knowledge of native 
habits and customs. 

4 . Bhang here is the leaves of only the female 
plant, the male plant is plucked out when voung 
and thrown away, Charas here is not collected, 
nor imported, nor sold in the bazar. The flowering 
tops when separated from the rest of the plant is 
the ganja. The flower tops and leaves are cut off 
in one common stock and are arranged in flat 
sheaves about a foot-and-a-half in length and nine 
inches in breadth ; and in this form reach the 
contractor’s shop where the flower tops are sepa¬ 
rated from the leaves, and each sold separately. 
^The stocks are used in the ganja shop for lighting, 
fires. These definitions may be accepted. Charas, 
ganja, bhang. 

19. Charas is not used here. Ganja is chiefly 
smoked, sometimes eaten like betel and drank 
like bhang; 

28. Bhang is usually drunk ana not smoked, 
tut it is sometimes smoked, (when the dearer 
ganja is not available to the poorer classes) to a 
small extent. 

28. (a) Habitual moderate consumers. (Charas 
is not used, not being available.) 

Ganja $ chattaek , 2 annas; 

Bhang 4 do. . 3 pies. 

(6) Habitual excessive consumers—^ 

Ganja 2 chattacks . 8 annas. 

Bhang 18 do. .1 anna. 

29. Charas is not in use. 

[a) Ordinarily ganja is mixed with tobacco half 
and half and smoked by all classes addicted to its 
use. (8) Exceptionally by few sadhus and fakirs, 
dhatura, opiuni, nux-vomica and aconite are mixed 
in order to enhance intoxication. I have never 
heard of cantharides and betel-nut being used. 
Without the tobacco no smoke will be produced. 
Tobaceo therefore is indispensable in ganja smoking. 

Bhang is ordinarily mixed with black pepper 
and cold water and drank for its intoxicating 
effects. It is also mixed with bhang massala and 
taken as a cooling stimulating drink rather than as 
an intoxicant. But large draughts of this 
mixture are intoxicating. 

Bhang massala, consisting of kasni, kulpha, 
kns-kus, sof, manooka, badam, kakdi-ka bij, dhannia, 
gulab-ka kali, mulati, kali-mirehi, wala, is sold in 


the bazar and used with the addition of bhang, 
kesar, kasturi, jaifal, jaipatri, pishta, elachi and 
sugar and water as a cooling drink in the hot 
weather by Marwaris, chiefly of the woll-to-do 
classes. 

80. Charas is not used at all. 

Ganja smokers about 1 per cent; 

Bhang drinkers „ 2 „ 

Mainly Hindus, Muhammadans scarcely who 
prefer opium and its preparations. It is mainly 
confined to male adults. Women and children do 
not usually consume these drags, but women occa¬ 
sionally sip the bhang sherbet described above 
when prepared by the male members of their 
family, and these are exclusively Marwaris. 

81. The habit is easily formed and not so diffi¬ 
cult to break off as that of opium and alcohol. 
There is a tendency for the moderate habit to 
develop into the excessive. 

82. At the festivals of the Holi, Sarawan, 
Devali, Akateez and Shivaratri, it is customary 
among the Marwaris to partake more freely of 
the bhang sherbet, but it is not essential. It is 
generally temperate and is not likely to lead to the 
formation of the habit nor prove injurious. At 
marriage feasts and on the occasions of the birth 
of son6 bhang sherbet is dispensed to guests by the 
Marwaris as a class; 

80. Alcbhol is nbt being substituted for hemp 
drags; it is dearer, and besides the Hindu, who is 
almost the exclusive consumer of hemp drags, has 
an aversion to alcohol, and a preference for hemp, 
which is tolerated by his religion. 

87. I have no experience of charas; but as it is 
the active principle of the hemp plant, it is more 
powerful than ganja and bhang. The effects of 
ganja smoking are more immediate and less pro¬ 
longed than those of bh^ng drinking; intoxi¬ 
cation is the result of both; 

89. They are all equally injurious to the general 
health of the consumers, and the habitual exces¬ 
sive use of any of them has a tendency to produce 
insanity. The body becomes emaciated, strength 
reduced, appearance prematurely aged. The mind 
dull and inactive, a loss of energy and disinclina¬ 
tion for usual duties. 

40. Ganja is prescribed for dysenteiy by both 
Hindu and Muhammadan native doctors in com¬ 
bination with opium and jagri; Ganja is some-* 
times prescribed for painful internal affections of 
cattle. Bhang is often given to bullocks for the 
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sake of its supposed staying-power, before and 
after a long journey. 

41. It is not beneficial under the 1st, 2nd and 
4th headings. As regards the 3rd, these drugs are 
not used here either as a febrifuge or preventive of 
disease. 

42. The use of any of these drugs is not harm¬ 
less, as witness the worn-out, listless appearance of 
consumers, the wasted form and want of sufficient 
energy to cany out the ordinary duties of life, and 
defective will power. 

44. In the moderate habitual consumer ganja 
and bhang are refreshing at first, then intoxicat¬ 
ing to some extent. No appetite is created. 
The effect lasts for about an hour or two. The 
want of subsequent gratification does produce 
longing and uneasiness. It does allay hunger, 

45. Charas is not used here. Ganja and bhang 
do produce noxious effects on body, mind and 
morals. The constitution gets soon broken down. 
Digestion and appetite are impaired. Chronic 
bronchitis is caused by ganja smoking. I have 
not seen dysentery or asthma result from ganja 
or bhang. To some extent the moral sense is 
impaired and lazy habits and immorality follow. 
The intellect is deadened, but insanity is not 
produced usually. The disposition of the consumer 
is changed. He is irritable and fretful, readily 
gets into a passion, and is quick to resent an offence, 
imaginary or real. A temporary fit of acute mania 
may occur resulting from a single excessive 
indulgence of the drag (ganja or bhang) as the 
exciting cause ; but he quickly recovers. 

46. Physical mental and moral degeneration is 
intensified, and insanity is a frequent conse¬ 
quence. The insanity takes the form of acute 
mania with a homicidal tendency and terminating 
in permanent dementia. 


47. No, the habit is not hereditary, nor are the 
children of the moderate consumers affected in any 
way. 

48. In this case also there appeal’s to be no 
hereditary habit, but the children are weakly in 
mind and body. 

49. Charas is not used here. Ganja and bhang 
are sometimes used with this intention, but the 
result is disappointing. It is not so used by 
prostitutes. The use of these two drugs when 
used for their supposed aphrodisiac power is not 
more injurious than their use as an ordinary 
narcotic. The use of hemp does tend to produce 
impotence. The sadhus, who are inveterate hemp 
consumers, are more or less all impotent. 

50. The excessive consumers of ganja and bhang 
never think of using them as aphrodisiacs. They 
very soon come to find that they are impo¬ 
tent. 

56. The admixture of tobacco and the condi¬ 
ments mentioned in paragraph 29 do not seem to 
modify the effects of hemp; but the admixture of 
such powerful drags as dhatura, opium, nux- 
vomica and aconite intensify the intoxicating effect 
of hemp, and render the mixture a most dangerous 
one to use, and indeed fatal cases have occurred 
where this compound had been ignorantly self- 
administered under the impression of its being a 
powerful tonic and vitalizer. 

57. Charas is not used here, Ganja is drunk 
mixed with black pepper and water in place of the 
leaves of the hemp (bhang) by those who desire a 
more powerful narcotic. Such consumers are more 
liable to become insane than the excessive bhang 
drinkers. 


20. Evidence qf Me. Dinker Nabayeh, District Superintendent of Vaccination, 

JBuldana. 


1. My information in connection with hemp 
drug is based on the physical condition of such 
persons as have been in the habit of either drinking 
bhang or smoking ganja for the past twenty years, 
since which time I have known them. 

2, There is only one variety of ganja, namely flat, 
which is used in the province. Flat ganja is prepared 
by being trodden under foot when it is fresh. 
Round ganja is not prepared in the province, nor is 
charas known to the people, who therefore do not 
import them. Hence no information regarding the 
round ganja and charas is given in any of the 
answers below. The definition ‘ flat ganja ’ is 
accepted in the province, and the term is locally 
known. 

19. Ganja is used generally for smoking, and it 
is used every where in the province. It is some¬ 
times used in eatables, either sweet or salt, on festi¬ 
vities and on fasting days. 

23. Bhang is never used in smoking. 

28. The habitual moderate consumers require 
one tola of ganja for smoking every day, and if • 
tWy use bhang instead of ganja, they require a 
quarter tola of it. The habitual excessive con¬ 
sumers require three tolas of ganja or one tola of 
bhang for smoking or drinking per day. The cost 
of the drag in the case of moderate consumers is 
half anna, and in the case of excessive consumers it 
is one-and-a-half anna per day. The cost of the 
bhang is very trifling—a pie or two the most. 


29. (a) Tobacco is ordinarily mixed with ganja 
for smoking. 

(A) Persons who have better means exceptionally 
mix cloves, saffron, powdered sandal, nutmeg. In 
the case of bairagis and fakirs, who have given 
up the enjoyments of the world, and who pass 
life in solitude, dhatura, opium, nux-vomiea, 
cantharides or betel-nut are mixed with the ganja to 
increase intoxication. Bad characters use the above 
drugs with ganja or bhang to cheat people, on 
whom they administer the preparation. 

Bhang massala is not sold as a speciality in the 
province. It is, however obtainable in shops. Its 
ingredients are pepper, aniseed, dried rose buds, cu¬ 
cumber seeds, kachani, almond seeds, cardamoms, 
saffron, nutmeg, sugar and milk. These are used 
by those whose means are better. In the case of 
the poor only the pepper is used in bhang. 

80. The consumption of these drags is practised 
partly in solitude and mostly in company, but 
it is very .limited. The drug is mainly used by male 
sex, and in a few cases it is used by very low pros¬ 
titutes. It is, however, never used by children, 

81. The habit of consuming the drug is easily 
formed, and it is difficult to give it up. There isa 
tendency in the ease of a moderate habit to develop 
into excessive use, 

82. In lower classes young persons sometimes 
use it in food on marriage feasts with a view to 
make their relatives insensible for a time. In 
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pleasure parties of the Holi holidays it is used by 
some. In both these cases it is uBed socially. On 
the Shivaratri fasting day, which is observed 
amongst the Hindus in honour of Shiva, one of the 
trinity gods, who is said to be veiy fond of the 
drug, it is used religiously amongst many classes of 
Hindus. However, the use of the drug is not re¬ 
garded as essential, since it is strictly prohibited by 
the Vedas (books on religion). The consumption 
of the drug on such occasions is very moderate. 
Such a rare use of the drag does not lead to the 
formation of a habit, nor is it injurious, except that 
it brings on temporary insensibility. 

86. That alcohol is now being substituted to a 
certain extent for the drag is highly improbable, 

87. The effects of ganja and bhang are different. 
Ganja smoking produces intoxication very soon. It 
lasts for a few hours, and the consumer feels more 
heat, while drinking bhang brings on intoxication 
gradually, and it lasts for hours together, and the 
consumer does not feel much heat, 

89. Smoking ganja of any preparation is more 
injurious than drinking bhang or eating the same, 
because smoking acts directly on the lungs and 
partly on the liver, It burns vitality of brains, 
brings on asthma sooner or later, and shortens life. 
Instances of insanity brought on by the consump¬ 
tion of the drag are hardly found. 

40. I am not aware that any school of native 
doctors has prescribed the drag on account of its 
medicinal properties; but it is undoubtedly very 
useful in the treatment of cattle diseases. 

41. The moderate use of ganja or bhang is occa¬ 
sionally beneficial in its effects. 

(a) It is accessory and digestive. 

(i) It gives staying-power'under severe exertion 
or exposure and alleviates fatigue, 

(c) It is a preventive of diseases in malarious 

tracts. 

(d) It mitigates anxieties and cares, provided it 
is consumed occasionally. 

42. On the whole it is not beneficial, nor is the 
moderate use of it quite harmless. Because for a 
time, when one begins to consume it, it proves 
beneficial, but when he is used to it he has no 
effect of it, and ultimately it brings on asthma, 
bronchitis, and loss of appetite, 

44. The immediate effect of the drug in moder¬ 
ate dose on the habitual consumer is that it keeps 
him in good humour. It is refreshing. It pro¬ 
duces some intoxication. It allays hunger and 
creates appetite. The effect lasts for three hours. 
When the consumer is free of its influence, he feels 


depressed and dull; he is unable to do any work. 
Want of subsequent gratification produoee un¬ 
easiness. 

45. The habitual moderate use of the drag 
produces after some years noxious effects, both 
physical and moral, but not mental. It impairs 
the constitution of the consumer, injures the diges¬ 
tion, causes loss of appetite. It causes dysen¬ 
tery, bronchitis or asthma. It impairs moral 
sense, induces laziness and habits of immorality 
and debauchery when the consumer is in the prime 
of his life. It deadenB the intellect, but does not 
produce insanity. 

46. It does no good to habitual excessive 
consumers, but it shortens his life on the contrary. 

47. The habitual moderate use of the drag is 
not hereditary, nor can it affect the children of the 
consumer. 

48. In the case of excessive consumer of the 
drug the maladies of the consumer are said to come 
to his children, 

49. The moderate use of the drag is practised as 
an aphrodisiac. It is also used by some prostitutes. 
The use of the drag for this purpose is more 
injurious than its use as an ordinary narcotic, 
because it has a serious effect upon the generative 
system. His passion is only satisfied by further 
recourse to stronger doses, and in a short time the 
person is subjected to consumption. Its use in 
some instances tends to produce impotence. 

50. Those who use the drug to excess easily fall 
victims even to common diseases. 

56. The effects of the drag used (a) in modera¬ 
tion, modified by the admixture of other substances, 
produces more intoxication than that used without 
admixture; and (6) when it is used to excess it 
makes the consumer quite senseless. 

When dhatura, nux-vomica, cantharideB, opium, 
or betel-nut are mixed with the drag and used,they 
bring on insensibility to the persons on whom the 
drag is administered. People who live by unfair 
means use such drags to cheat other persons. 

67. When ganja is eaten instead of smoked it 
produces more heat and intoxication, which lasts 
longer. 

In conclusion, the use of the drags is condemned 
by every clasB of the people, and it is strictly pro¬ 
hibited by religion. That they are injurious and 
destructive of human life does not require other 
evidence than the present great mortality in the 
province, in which the consumers of the drags are 
the first to fall victims. 


27. Evidence of M. Doorgiah Pillay, Ht Class Hospital Assistant , in medical 

charge , Akola Dispewary. 


X, From information I gathered from smokers 
and drinkers of both ganja and bhang, and from 
other reliable sources, and also from my own ex¬ 
perience as a medical man, I have framed my 

answers. 

2. Yes, chains is very little used, or I may say is 
very seldom used in this province, but ganja and 
bhang are veiy commonly used. They are locally 
khown as ganja and bhang respectively. 

19. So far as I know, ganja is used generally for 
smoking, but it is also used mixed with other in¬ 
gredients for making lahum or majum for intoxi¬ 


cating and immoral purposes, and is prevalent more 
or less throughout Berar, 

23. Yes; it is somewhat used as smoking, but 
generally it is drank prepared with bhang masmla. 
It is used by mendicants, such as fakirs, go sail, 
sadhns, bairagis, and also by poor classes of lower 
immoral section of the community to a great 
extent j but it is also used among respectable 
classes on certain days of the year for sake o£ 
luxury. 

23. (a) About four or five masas, costing 8 pies 
per diem. 
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(tr) About 20 masas, costing 1 anna and 3 pies. 

29. •( a) Ordinarily for smoking a little tobacco is 
added, and for eating it is prepared in the form of 
sweets for aphrodisiac purposes and luxury. 

(b) Exceptionally it is mixed with opium, 
(dhatnra, uux-vomica, for unusual intoxication. 

Bhang is ordinarily prepared with sugar and 
milk for drinking purposes, and it is also prepared 
for drinking with bhang massala. The object of 
these admixtures is ordinarily for pleasures, and 
exceptionally it is used to nerve men for some deed 
of violence, and sometime also for poisoning. Yes, 
I know the ingredients, and I give them below. 

Bhang massala. 

Bliang or snbji. 

Kali miri . . Black pepper. 

Goolab-ki kali . . Rose bud. 

Kura-kakdi-ka bin) f Cucumber seed. 

Badam . . . Almond. 

Dhania , . . Coriander seeds. 

Kaskas . . . Poppy seeds. 

Ilaichi . . . Cardamom. 

Mulatti . . . Liquorice. 

Kaisar . , . Saffron. 

Sugar. 

Milk. 

80. In my opinion it is practised equally in soli¬ 
tude and in company. It is mainly confined to the 
male sex and to the period of early mauhood. It 
is never used by respectable women. Certainly, it 
is not usual for children to consume any of these 
drugs. 

31. Yes, the habit is easily formed. It is some¬ 
what difficult when the habit is thoroughly formed 
to give it up, but it is not attended with any 
danger. There is a decided tendency for the 
moderate habit to develop into excessive. 

32. So far as I know, and from the information 
I gathered, there are no social or religious customs 
in connection with which the U6e of these drugs is- 
considered so essential. 

86. Yes, to a certain extent it is attributable to 
a better financial state ; when the smokers become 
somewhat better off in pecuniary circumstances, 
then they give up smoking, and take to alcohol as 
a fashionable drink in substitution of. ganja. I am 
not able to offer any proof, but I speak from my 
personal knowledge. 

37. The effect of charae differe, so far as I know, 
from ganja that the former immediately stupefies 
the smoker quicker than the latter, and the effects 
,of drinking bhang are more lasting and injurious 
than smoking ganja. 

89. In my opinion and from the informations I 
gathered the drinking or eating of any form of plant 
is more injurious than smoking, and my reasons 
arc to the testimony of users of the drugs whom I 
know. 

40. To the best of my knowledge and belief, 
these drugs am rarely prescribed by native doctors 
fox cattle diseases. 

41. [a] No, not permanently. 

(b) Yes, temporarily. 

(c) Yes, in 6ome malarious districts to foreigner s 
temporarily visiting such districts, but not to the 
permanent inhabitants. 

(rf) Not that T am aware of. 

42. No; I cannot consider even the moderate 
nee to be harmless, because even the moderate use 
oi the drugs for aphrodisiac purposes, and also the 


moderate use of the drugs has a decided tendency 
to develop into the excessive use. 

44. (a) The immediate effect of the moderate 
use of the drugs is simply to allay the pain, cramp¬ 
ing, and other accompaniments of the nervous reacr 
tion which follows the previous indulgence. 

lb) Only so far as above. 

(c) Yes, 

(d) It does. 

(?) Yes, false appetite. 

(f) About two or three houre. 

(g) The after-effects are prostration, vertigo, etc 

(<i) Yes, as above. 

45. la) Yes, it d,o.es to a certain extent. 

(k) It does. 

( c ) Yes, to a certain extent. 

( d ) Yes, the excessive use. 

(?) It doe6 most decidedly. 

(/) It does. In mv opinion it is very exciting, 
and it has been observed to be without predisposing 
cause of insanity. It does produce insanity, but of 
a mild type, and is of a temporary nature. Yes j 
it is reinduceablo after liberation of restraint by use 
of the same drug. Rarely. Yes; those who 
possess no history of ganja smoking confess tp 
the use of it. 

(g) From information in my possession, I 
am of opinion that persons suffering from mental 
anxiety or brain disease, who obtain relief in 
explaining their connections or considering them? 
selves as relief from insanity, under which they 
may have laboured, and persons deficient in self- 
control do indulge in the use of hemp as improv; 
ing measure. 

In my capacity as a medical man, I fell in 
several places where persons who after being 
cured of temporary insanity have confessed of 
their having found relief in their reverting to 
the use of hemp, but I am unable to quote any 
particular cape, as it is now a protracted period 
since I became acquainted with the foregoing facts. 

46. It does produce noxious effects, physical, 
mental and moral. It does destroy constitution. 
It does destroy digestion. It does cause dysen¬ 
tery, bronchitis and asthma. It paralyses moral 
sense, and induces to laziness, theft, cheating, and 
general debauchery. 

47 and 48. I doubt very much as to its being 
hereditary. 

49 . Yes ; very widely. I cannot say whether 
it is used by prostitutes. Yes; tire use for this 
purpose is mor;e injurious than is used as an ordi¬ 
nary narcotic, because it stimirlates unnatural 
passion, the indulgence of which produces the addir 
tional drain of excessive seminal loss in addition . 
to the nervous reaction following its use as an ordir 
nary narcotic. Yes; it tends to produce impo¬ 
tence. 

60, The result as above, but corresponding 
worst. 

56. The effect of hemp is modified according 
to the substance mixed with it, for, e.g., tobacco 
mixed with ganja would lessen the effect, whereas 
dhatura, nux-vomica, and opium mixed with ganja 
would naturally increase tlie effect, as personal 
consumption they take it for excessive intoxjcar 
tion, but for administration to others to produce 
stupefaction for the purpose of robbery, etc. 

57. Ganja in the shape of majum with other 
ingredients is used for eating. Charas probably 
is not known in this province. 
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In conclusion, I beg to lay before the Commis¬ 
sion the opinion of very eminent authc ts tran¬ 
scribed separately and hereto attached,* and under- 
which I have added my own opinion as to the 
injury both to body and mind by the use of 
hemp. 

From the experience which I had, and from the 
* Not received by the Commission. 


information I have gathered, as well as different 
authors whom I have closely read, I may safely 
6ay that the use of the drag herein diseussed is 
certainly very harmful, e.g., ganja eventually 
makes a smoker stammer and impotent, and bhang, 
which is considered to be of a cooling property, 
giveB false appetite and eventually impairs diges¬ 
tion and exhausts constitution. 


28. Evidence of M. Poonambalam Moodelias, First Class Hospital Assistant » 

Shegoon. 


1. During my long service of twenty-five years, 
I have had several opportunities of seeing eases 
poisoned by hemp, and from my long experience, I 
give the information asked for. 

2. The names given by Dr, Plain to the hemp 
plant, viz,, ganja, charas and bhang, are the same 
as we call them. 

19. Yes ; ganja is used for smoking, and charas 
is veiy rarely U6ed. It is mostly consumed, but its 
use by the people has different effects and actions 
when it is used differently. In this country it is 
used also in a very small proportion as medicines, 
wholly among the lower classes of people, and very 
rarely by the educated people : those who have very 
little contact with the doctor's, to apply as a paste 
by mixing it to headache, etc., in order to stupefy 
the painful surface. 

23. Bhang is very seldom used, if at all used, by 
lower class of people for drinking only. 

28. (a) A tola, cost half an anna, 

(b) Four tolas, cost two annas. 

29. They add only tobacco to increase narcotic 
properties. I am not aware that any of the drags 
shown are used for smoking. I have not heard nor 
been told that bhang massala is sold in the bazar ; 
but the consumers prepare by adding the following 
ingredients, viz -.—sugar, coriander, black pepper, 
milk, cardamom, aniseed, rose buds, and almonds. 

30. That the consumption of these three drags 
is more excessively used in company than in soli¬ 
tude. The habit is mainly confined to the male 
sex, and they give to the children in the form of 
majum when they choose to give them. 

31. The habit of these drugs is easily formed. 
It is not difficult to break off. There is every ten¬ 
dency for the moderate habit to develop into the 
excessive. 

32. There is no custom, either social or religious, 
to consume these drags. It is generally excessive, 
and is likely to lead to formation of habit and in¬ 
jurious. 

36. There is no reason for thinking that alcohol 
is being substituted to a certain extent for any of 
these drugs. 

37. The effect of charas smoking is stronger 
than ganja smoking, and that bhang drinking, al¬ 
though milder than the above, keeps its narcotic 
properties for a longer time. 

89. The smoking of hemp plant is not in any 
way a less injurious form of consumption than 
drinking or eating the some. It produces dryness 
of the mouth, thirst, cough, and weakens the con¬ 
stitution. 


40. It is veiy scarcely used. 

41. The moderate use of bhang, charas and 
ganja is in no way beneficial. 

(а) Not at all. 

(4) Yes; it gives staying-power under severe 
exertion and to alleviate fatigue. 

(c) Never prevents in] malarious unhealthy 
tracts. 

(t/) No. 

42. Even moderate use of these drags is injur¬ 
ious, because it produces laziness, weakens the 
constitution, and acts on the generative Bystem, 
and makes the man at last impotent. 

44. It acts immediately when smoked as a sti¬ 
mulant and narcotic. It is not refreshing and 
produces intoxication. It does not allay hunger 
and create appetite. The effect lasts about four 
hours in smoking. In drinking and eating, the 
action lasts for about twelve hours. It brings on 
subsequent gratification and longing. 

45. (a) Even moderate use of these drags pro¬ 
duces noxious effects on mental, moral and physical 
powers. 

(б) No. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) Produces bronchitis. 

(e) It induces laziness. 

46. It makes the man, when habitually and ex¬ 
cessively smoked, very weak, deadens intellect, pro¬ 
duces weakness, and shortens life, 

47. No. 

48. The habitual excessive use makes a man 
poor, who never attends work, and loses whatever 
he has; and lastly, he robs in order to get the 
drags, and leaves his family and children to their 
fate. 

49. Gradually increases impotence, and it is not 
much used by prostitutes. The use is more inju¬ 
rious than ordinary narcotic. It makes the man 
weak and dries the secreting organs, and thereby 
produces impotence. 

50. By excessive use of these drags, makes the 
man altogether impotent and quite unfit for any 
work. 

In conclusion, as far as my long experince goes, 
I have to say that the use of these drags is not at 
all beneficial on the human frame. It affects the 
physical, mental and moral powers, and prevents 
the development of the manhood. When once the 
man is addicted to this vice he loses all the wealth 
and reputation, and lastly robs when he is penniless. 
It makes a man very weak, and shortens life. 



29. Evidence of R. N. Mudholkar, L.M.S., Private Medical Practitioner , 

Amraoti. 


1. I had no special opportunities of obtaining 
information regarding the hemp drugs, except what 
information I was able to collect since the receipt 
of these questions. 

2. These definitions may be accepted for our pro¬ 
vinces. The products are locally known as ganja, 
bhang and chavas. 

19. Ganja is generally used for smoking, and is 
very rarely used as a drink by those who are ex¬ 
cessively addicted to the drag, Chains is always 
used for smoking. 

28. Bhang is never used for smoking. It is 
always used as a drink. 

28. (a) Habitual moderate consumers can smoke 
or drink about an ounce of ganja or bhang in a day. 
The cost of an ounce of ganja is one anna, and that 
of bhang is one pice. 

(b) Habitual excessive consumers can smoke or 
drink about eight ounces of ganja or bhang in a 
day, 

29. Ganja is ordinarily smoked with tobacco. 
The rich and luxurious people mix jaya-patri and 
powder of sandalwood with ganja to give fragrance 
to the smoke. 

The ingredients of bhang massala-are:—Pepper, 
aniseed, rose buds, cucumber seeds, poppy seed, 
almonds, milk and sugar. 

30. Ganja is smoked in solitude, but bhang is 
drank in company generally. No; it is not\con¬ 
fined to the male sex only. Many Muhammadan 


prostitutes and other low caste women can be found 
smoking ganja. Children never consume any of 
these drags, although exceptions may be found of 
children drinking bhang only. 

32. In Northern India, dnd especially in the 
North-Western Provinces and among the Mar- 
waris, bhang is generally drank in the hot weather 
and on the Maha Shivaratra day. Among the 
Hindus during the Holi holidays, bhang is drank 
if there is any social gathering 

36. I do not think so. 

$7. There is no cultivation of ganja in this pro¬ 
vince, and therefore charas is not known and never 
used by anybody. Whatever ganja or bhang is 
consumed is brought from outside. Hence I could 
not get any information about this. 

44. The immediate effect of ganja smoking is 
drowsiness and tendency to sleep. It is not re¬ 
freshing. It is, on the contrary, depressing. It 
does not produce intoxication in habitual consumer. 
Soon after ganja is smoked or bhang drunk there 
is craving for food. The effect lasts for from two 
to six hours. The after-effects are giddiness, head¬ 
ache, sometimes vomiting. 

47. No; the habitual moderate use of. the hemp 
drags does not produce a hereditary habit, nor does 
it affect the children of the moderate consumer. 

49. No; it is never used as anaphrodisiao. It 
is never so used by prostitutes. The use of hemp 
does not tend to produce impotence. 


30. Evidence of G. V. Kot, Brahmin, Medical Practitioner , Amraoti. 


1. As head of the Medical Department in the 
State of Butlam and also in connection with my 
private practice. 

2. Yes, By the same names of ganja, chains 
and bhang. 

8. I hear the area of cultivation is extremely 
limited by order of Government. 

10. No. They are of the same classes as other 
agricultural cultivators. 

18. I hear the cultivation is restricted from 
information received. I hear that the hemp plant 
can be and was cultivated in many parts of Berars. 

16. Yes. 

17. I hear they can be and are prepared by any 
classes who are interested in their production. 

18. Yes, they deteriorate and lose their effect. 
For nearly two years. The causes of deterioration 
in my opinion are exposure to air and on account of 
the volatile nature of the resinous substance adher¬ 
ing to it. The measures for prevention of deterio¬ 
ration should be its packing in hermetically sealed 
tins as is done for bird's-eye tobacco. Such tins 
being opened at the time of using, 

19. Yes; they are used for smoking only, except¬ 
ing for medicinal purposes. In Berar charas is not 
obtainable. 

20. Ganja is used generally by the lowest classes 
of Hindus and Muhammadans, and the proportion 
is about 2 per cent, for the whole population, 
However, there are persons in the best classes of 
Hindus and Muhammadans who smoke ganja, and 
the proportion of such cases, I think, is about 1 in 
1 , 000 , 


21. Smokers make no difference in flat or round. 
They say chur is less powerful. 

22. Chains, I hear, is not imported in Berar. 

23. I hear it is not used for smoking. 

24. The practice of eating or drinking bhang is 
more prevalent in the inhabitants of Guzerat, 
Marwar, Mewad, Central India, the Native States 
of Central India, and the inhabitants of Northern 
India than it is in the other remaining parts of 
India. 

A proportion of the inhabitants of the above- 
mentioned parts, wherever settled, will be found 
eating or drinking bhang. It is used by the 
inhabitants of other parts of India, but veiy 
occasionally, 

25. On the increase certainly, and this will be 
found from the statistics of sale from Government, 


26. Gairjn smoking. 

1*70 per 100 
0'10 per 100 
O'lO per 100 
0'10 per 100 


Bhang eating or drinking. 

0'30 per cent. 
•10 „ 

1-50 „ 

0-2 


The above percentage refers to smokers and 
drinkers only and not to all the inhabitants of a 
town or country, 

27. The smokers are generally of the lowest 
grades of society and the respectable who have beep, 
addicted to smoking are generally through contact 
or association with the low, or occasionally the habit 
has been induced to allay pain or infirmity. Bhang 
eating or drinking is more prevalent in the respect¬ 
able than ganja smoking, and this custom has 
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taken root on account of its connection with reli¬ 
gious ideas. The religious mendicants both in 
Hindus and Muhammadans who pass idle lives and 
persons living on charities are generally addicted to 
this vice. 

28. Ganja smoking. Bhang eating. 

(a) £ a tola per day (a) i tola per day. 

(b) | tola per day. 

The cost i@ about a pice for an habitual moderate 
consumer and about an anna to one and half an 
anna, for an habitual excessive consumer. 

29. Ordinarily mixed are betel leaves, cardamoms, 
and tobacco in smoking. Dhatura is mixed by the 
inveterate for making the stuff more narcotic when 
the smoking of ganja becomes ineffective by habit. 

In eating or drinking bhang the ingredients that 
are used in its preparations are dried rose buds, 
poppy seeds, cucumber seeds, aniseed, sugar and 
black pepper. 

These ingredients for smoking or d rinki ng are 
added in order to give good flavour and taste. 

Bhang massala consists of the above-mentioned 
things. 

80. Ganja smoking is practised in company by 
the low when practicable and available. By the 
respectable it is usually practised in solitude. 
Bhang is generally drunk in company by the re¬ 
spectable. Ganja is smoked by a few low females. 
Bhang is used by some low females; respectable 
females do not use either. Bhang is occasionally 
drunk by children. 

81. More easily than other narcotics, and the 
habit is not more difficult to be broken off than 
other narcotics. There is no tendency. 

32. The eating or drinking of bhang is obtained 
in the respectable inhabitants of parts of India 
mentioned in 24 as an occasional indulgence on 
fasting occasions and on holidays. It is temperate, 
and does not lead to the habit, and is not injurious 
to the constitution so far as its temporary effects 
are concerned. In the same way ganja smoking is 
resorted to by the low, but to a much less extent 
than bhang drinking is in the respectable. 

83. Ganja smoking is looked down upon. 
Bhang eating or drinking, though considered a bad 
habit, is tolerated and is not objected to. Socially 
the objection is raised on account of their narcotic 
properties; religiously there is no objection, 
Ganja smoking is in disrepute on account of the 
smell of the smoke. Otherwise why ganja smok¬ 
ing should be more looked down upon than bhang 
eating or drinking I do not understand, as the 
effects of both on the brain are nearly identical. 

84. Yes, to the habitual consumer. In the same 
way as the privations of other narcotics would be to 
their respective consumers, 

85. It will cause much discontent in the con¬ 
sumers. Those that use this drug only which is 
allowed to them by their religion will not take of 
toy other drag. 

86. I do not suppose alcohol is being substituted 
for this drug. 

87. Only in degree than kind, char as being 
stronger than ganja. 

88. Chur is less potent than ganja. 

39, I think smoking of ganja is more injurious 
to the constitution and mental faculties than eat¬ 
ing or drinking of bhang. The reasons are the 
effects observed of both forms, also the resins exud- v 
rol. rii. 


ing from narcotic trees are generally stronger than 
other parts of them. 

40. Its preparations are used in hysteria, mania, 
insomnia, and uterine affections by the school of 
native doctors. 

Bhang is used in cattle diseases. 

41. ( a ), (£) and (c) Yes. 

Nearly 50 per cent, of the habitual moderate 
smokers of ganja use it for purposes mentioned in 
(a) and (5), nearly 10 per cent, for purposes men¬ 
tioned in (c), and nearly 10 per cent, of the occa¬ 
sional moderate smokers use it as a febrifuge. I 
have been informed of cases in which attacks of in¬ 
termittent fevers (ague) have disappeared by a single 
process of smoking ganja—cases I mean of jungle 
fevers, in which the administration of even large 
doses of quinine have failed to ward off the attacks 
or in districts in which quinine is not obtainable. 

42. I think it is beneficial in cases mentioned in 
41. 

It is beneficial in cases 41 (a) and (i), in that 
poor people get an extremely inexpensive article 
as a digestive and as a stimulant, and also in 41 (c) 
in cases of malarious fevers. 

48. Yes, more inoffensive than spirit diinkers. 

44. It is stimulant, or sedative, or refreshing, 
according as the habitual consumer resumes work 
or returns from it. It produces no intoxication in 
the habitual moderate user. It does create appe¬ 
tite. The effect lasts for nearly a couple of hours. 
It produces longing, and uneasiness at the pre¬ 
scribed period in the habitual moderate consumer. 

45. (a) Yes; its habitual use produces deterio¬ 
ration of physical frame, perversion of mental facul¬ 
ties, and induces low moral principles. 

(£) The constitution is weakened and debili¬ 
tated. 

(c) No. On the contrary, the appetite is en¬ 
couraged and digestion rendered easy. 

(cl) The smoking produces cough and asthma ir 
some cases. 

( e ) In the habitual excessive users and exception¬ 
ally in the habitual moderate users. 

(/) In some cases of habitual moderate users the 
form of insanity known as dementia manifests itself 
and generally it is of a chronic kind and it is alse 
primary. As far as I have 6een, there are n< 
typical symptoms. These resemble syinptons ir 
dementia induced through any other causes. 

(y) I do not know of cases of insanity produced 
by using the drug for allaying mental anxiety oj 
pain in brain diseases. I cannot say so. I hav< 
seen and known of such cases, but they were nol 
under my treatment, and so I am unable to give i 
detailed history, 

47, It is not. It does not affect the children ir 
any way. 

49. By the occasional moderate users; it is used 
by the low prostitutes. It produces weakness ol 
virile powers in habitual moderate consumers. 

51. No ; only a small proportion. 

58. Yes, in solitary instances. I know of on« 
case in Mhow where a person killed and wounded 
several persons by running amuck by indulgence in 
excess by this drag. 

54, Generally where revenge is the object. 

65. Yes. Complete stupefaction is induced m 
persons who are not habituated to it after the pre¬ 
liminary stage of excitement, 

3x2 
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56. The habitual smokers o£ ganja in some cases 
add dhatura and aconite to it in order to intensify 
the effects. 


58, 70. I am unable to give any information re¬ 
lating to this chapter, as X am not acquainted with, 
administration, taxation, and control of hemp. 


33. Evidence of Khan Bahadur Nawab Muhammad Salamulla Khan, 
Jagirdar, Deulghal, Buldana District, 


1. My information is based on local inquiries 
made by me from the persons concerned with 
hemp drugs and on what little I have seen of 
hemp consumers. 

2. The hemp is not cultivated at present in this 
district. Its cultivation is almost ceased since the 
prohibition made by the Government for its culti¬ 
vation without a license, and I am told that when 
it was cultivated in this district even then its culti¬ 
vation was very limited and only ganja and bhang 
were the products of the cultivation, Charas was 
not being obtained from the plant. 

8. Hemp is not grown here at present, but I 
am told that it is grown in the Khamgaon taluk 
about the village Sutala, and hemp grown there is 
almost sufficient for the wants of the province. 

5. It could be grown in any rich soil in this 
district, provided it is watered freely. 

6, It is dense. 

8. Since the introduction of the license system, 
there has been great decrease in the area under the 
cultivation of hemp, and the seasons of this decrease 
are as follows 

1st —The cultivators think it troublesome to 
obtain a license. 

2nd —The cultivation of hemp is not always 
successful, and if the male plant called 
bhangra is not picked by experts, the whole 
cultivation ruins and the cultivator risks 
the tax of the license. 

3rd —There is not much demand for ganja, as 
the cultivator cannot sell it by retail, and 
he is to sell it to licensed contractors, who 
know very well that no one besides them 
would purchase it and therefore buy it at 
a fallen price, 

10. The persons who cultivated hemp for its 
narcotic properties were not of special class, but 
ordinary cultivators, but only those who had rich 
soil and good supply of water used to cultivate it. 

18, Vide answer to question 1. 

16. Yes; bhang is generally prepared by the 
people in their houses from the ganja leaves, and it 
can be prepared from hemp plant leaves wherever 
grown, but the quality differs according to the 
quality of the ganja, 

I have not met a man who has seen charas pre¬ 
pared in this district. 

17. By no particular class of people. 

I9i Ganja is used for smoking; charas is hardly 
used by the people of this district, and it is not 
obtainable here. Ganja leaves are also used for 
making bhang. Some people on some ceremonial 
occasions mix a few ganja leaves with curry pow¬ 
der and cook the curry and also mix leaves with 
gram flour and make bhajias. The eating of this 
curry and bhajias almost turns the eaters half mail 
and it is supposed to be a fun, but this kind of 
usage is amongst- very low class people of Hindu 
and Muhammadans and sometimes it has produced 
verv bad effects. 

BO. There is not a particular 1 class of people who ■ 


smoke ganja. Muhammadans, Hindus, low caste 
Mahars, etc., have been found in the habit of smok¬ 
ing ganja all over the province ; but if there should 
be called the special class, I should call the 
Muhammadan fakirs and Hindu gosais and bai- 
ragis as a class who smoke ganja. 

22. Charas is not used and obtainable in this dis¬ 
trict. 

23. I do not understand this question. What 
is called bhang here is prepared this way : the 
leaves of ganja plant are washed and boiled ip the 
water and afterwards according to the means and 
taste of the indulger are mixed with sugar, pepper, 
etc., and taken. The preparation is called bhang, 
and it cannot be used for smoking. 

24. There is no particular class as I have said 
before, but the proportion of people who eat and 
drink bhang is very limited all over the province. 

25. I believe the use of ganja, charas and bhang 
is on decrease. All the people who are dedicated to 
its use are found to be old persons, and I have hard¬ 
ly noticed any young man dedicated to the habit; 
and it is not the case that people of elderly age 
take to these habits, and I have also ascertained 
from contractors that now the consumption is 
much less than it was before. 

31. Yes, it is easily formed and it is difficult to 
break, and there is a tendency in the case of any 
of these drugs for the moderate habit to develop 
into excessive. I am told the habit of consuming 
ganja is taken by smoking it with fiiends. 

32. The ye jg no social or religious custom 
amongst Muhammadans of consuming ganja, bhang 
or charas. The use of all these drugs is strictly 
forbidden by the Muhammadan religious codes, 
and the persons dedicated to the use of any of these 
drugs are looked down upon even by the lowest 
society of the Muhammadans. Muhammadan 
fakirs of low class use ganja and bhang openly and 
publicly, but they are vey severely reprimanded by 
the ministers of religion, 

33. This question has been answered in the above. 

34. It will be a serious privation for the class 
of the consumers, as it is always hard upon one 
to be deprived of any narcotic habits; but I have 
no idea of the number of each class. I have al¬ 
ready said before that the number is very limited. 

35. Yes; it would be quite feasible to prohibit 
the use of all these drags, and it would not be illicit¬ 
ly consumed; if the cultivation of hemp is prohibit¬ 
ed all over India and its import is also prohibited 
and. keeping of it in the house is made punishable, 
its illicit use would be impossible. There is no 
doubt that this prohibition would occasion a serious 
discontent among the consumers, and such discon¬ 
tent would form a discontented class of people who 
would be a dangerous class of people at the time of 
any political outbreak. No doubt the prohibition 
would lead the consumers to take to some other 
drag according to each individual's fancy and con¬ 
venience. 

86, I do not think alcohol is substituted for 
these drags. Taking to alcohol is a different ques- 
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tion and has nothing to do with the substitution 

for these drugs, 

41. It is supposed by the consumers of ganja 
-•and bhang that the use of both these drugs assists 
digestion and is beneficial to the health, but I have 
no belief in it and I think the use of them is inju¬ 
rious in every way. It gives immediate relief in 
some cases or disease, but the effect does not last 
long and results in injury. It is said that it is 
good for asthma, but I have seen many ganja-smo- 
kers severely attacked by asthma. 

42. Even the moderate use of hemp drags is not 


harmless. Ganja consumer turns a silly fellow if 
not a half-cracked. 

43. It depends upon a man's temperament. 

44. I have no idea, but the effect of ganja is said 
to be immediate on the consumer and it lasts for a 
few hours only. 

45. Yes. The use of these drags even in modera¬ 
tion affects the moral character and brain of the 
consumer and results in immorality. The man loses 
all the control on himself when under its influence, 
and the result can be imagined. A man who takes 
to excess turns almost half-cracked. 


32. Evidence of G. S, Khapebde, Brahmin, Pleader , Amraoti. 


1. I am an inhabitant of these parts, have work¬ 
ed as an Extra Assistant Commissioner and Magis¬ 
trate for some time in this province, and have 
conversed with officers on matters connected with 
hemp drags. I have also spoken to ganja con¬ 
tractors and other persons likely to have inform¬ 
ation. 

2. These definitions may be accepted with this 
limitation that in this province ganja is usually 
manufactured not by treading, but by filing the 
twigs one on the other and then pressing them 
with a heavy stone or other substance. Round 
ganja is not much known, and cliaras is very sel¬ 
dom or never sold. The patti or leaves are known 
as bhang, and the prepared flower-tops as ganja. 

8. It is said to grow spontaneously in some parts 
of Mel ghat in Ellichpur district. 

4. There arc no different names. It is known 
as bhang plant. 

5. It requires a damp climate, good soil, and 
plenty of leaf manure. 

7. There is between 14 gunthas to 2 acres of 
laud in Morsi taluk in the Amraoti district, in 
which hemp is cultivated. Some is also grown at 
Saloda in Amraoti taluk. It is cultivated for the 
production of bhang and ganja. only. No charas 
can be produced from the ganja plants in Berar, 
because they are said to be of inferior quality. 
The proper plant yielding charas is Baluchar and 
grows in Upper India. Nothing is made and can 
be made of the fibre and seeds of the ganja plant 
grown here. 

8. Decreasing, because it admits of being easily 
imported from the neighbouring provinces, and 
also because a special assessment of Rs, 10 an acre 
is demanded, which is considered prohibitive. 

9. Is sown at Mirag or sometime about the 5th 
of June, along with jawari. Each plant is put at 
a considerable distance from the other. Male plant 
is carefully eliminated. 

10. No special class. The cultivation of bhang 
requires skill, and whoever possesses it cultivates 
the plant, 

11. Never, so far as can be ascertained. 

18. There are no restrictions except that of the 
assessment of Rs. 10 an acre, and that the culti¬ 
vator cannot sell it to anybody except to the ganja 
contractor. It is not restricted to any district. 

14. Yes. Bhang and ganja. They are gene¬ 
rally prepared by the consumers. People addicted 
to the use of bhang prepare it in their houses. 
The same is the case with ganja, except that some¬ 
times the ganja, contractor prepares it for his 
customers, 

15. Bhang — 

Take the leaves, putthem in a copper pot and 


boil them well to increase their intoxicating power. 
Then throw away the water, and thoroughly dry 
the leaves. , Of these take a few, pound them well 
and mix with them pepper, kasni, dried rose buds, 
cucumber seeds, almonds, and sonf. Pound this 
mixture again and strain it. Throw away the de¬ 
posit, and take the strained wateiy substance, and 
add to it milk and sugar, and then it is ready for 
being drank. This is about cultivated bhang. T 
know nothing about wild bhang, 

Ganja — 

Take well-dried flower tops, and steep them in 
water for about half an hour and then mb them 
on the palm of the hand until they become sticky. 
Then mix tobacco with them and they are ready 
to be smoked. 

Bhang mixed with sweetmeat is eaten and is 
called majun. At one time it was much prepared 
at Balapore in Akola district and was known as 
gulal chakadi or devalal. 

Ganja is never eaten and bhang never smoked. 

16. {a) and (6) Yes, 

(c) No, probably not, as in the wild state male 
plant would not be eliminated. 

17. Asa rale, consumers prepare ganja and bhang 
in their houses. The Muhammadan sweetmeat 
sellers prepare majum and sell it. 

18. I know nothing about the charas, but bhang 
and ganja spoil by keeping long, and lose their 
effect. Bhang and ganja, if properly looked after, 
will keep well for about two years. Damp rains 
ganja. Protect it from damp. 

19. Ganja is always smoked. I know nothing 
about charas. 

20. Eakirs, gosains, udasis, religious mendicants 
generally, and people working in the damp mostly 
smoke ganja. Nearly ninety per cent, of them 
smoke it. 

Charas is here unknown. 

23. Bhang is never smoked. 

24. Marwaris, some Upper India men, fakirs, 
udasis, and gosains drink bhang. 

They generally drink it in the evening outside 
the town in some garden or other place where 
water is fresh and abundant. They drink it after 
all the day's work is over, 

25. It is on the decrease, partly because liquor 
is more easily procurable, and costs less trouble, 
and partly because the rates of bhang are going 
up. No bhang drinker will, however, as a rule, 
take to drink, 

27. These are,all generally good and law-abiding 
people. Some of them are respectable. Working 
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in damp, exposure, forced abstinence, lead to the 
nee of the drug. 

28. Two chataks. 

29. Ingredients mentioned in my answer' to 
question 15 above. 

Dhatura is not known to be mixed here, except 
in very rare cases. Equally rarely is also bachnag 
mixed. The object is to increase intoxication. 

Yes. It is sold in Bombay and other large 
cities. For its ingredients vide answer No. 15. 

80. It is a social vice and is generally indulged 
in company. It is confined to males. Children 
never consume it in these parts. 

81. (a), (b) and (c) Yes. 

33. It is regarded with aversion. Children and 
women are protected from it. It is socially con¬ 
demned, though there is no religious objection. 
The disrepute is due to its inducing insensibility 
and is supposed to lead to impoteney. No; none 
that I have ever heard of. 

34. Yes, to Max-waris, mendicants and others 
mentioned in my answer to question No. 20, 
because once one gets addicted to the use of it, he 
cannot take to another intoxicant, and suffers both 
in body and mind. 


Roughly they may come to about one or two 
per cent, of the entire population, bnt this is a guess 
only. 

35. (») No. 

(A) Yes. 

(e) It can never be enforced. 

(rf) Yes. 

( e ) There would be no political danger. 

(f) No. 

* 

86. Yes, good opium and good liquor are driving 
it out of market. 

58. I am acquainted with the present system of 
excise administration in my province, and consider 
it to be working well. 

60. I think it sufficiently well controlled. There 
are rales on the subject. 

68. There are shops licensed for the sale of these 
drags and their preparations, but they are very 
rarely or never consumed on the premises. They 
do not differ from other oi'dinary shops, 

69. The wishes of the people are not formally 
consulted or considered, but a good District Officer 
knows generally where to put and where not to put 
these shops. If a particular' shop is objected to, it 
is generally removed. Yes, public opinion ought 
to be consulted. 


33. Evidence of Yeshwant Yam an Dighe, Pleader, Baaim. 


1. From information derived from ganja smok¬ 
ers, traders and licensed sellers, and Berar Excise 
Reports. 

2. Yes. With the exception of chains and 
round ganja, which are not known locally j the 
others are. The following are the additionalnames 
by which the products of the hemp plant are 
known, vie., bhangra or bhagar (male plant), buti 
or kalhi (female plant). 

3. Grows spontaneously everywhere, but not 
abundantly. 

4. The wild plant differs in appearance and 
quality from the cultivated. It is not used as a 
narcotic. 

5. None. 

6. Scattered. 

7. {a) Yes. 

(A) No. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) No. 

See Appendix D to the Excise Report for 1880- 
81. Cultivation limited to 29 villages at an en¬ 
hanced assessment of Rs. 10 an acre, and area 
under cultivation is on the average, during the 
last nine years, 64 acres and 18^ guntas. For the 
last official year (1892-98) the ai'ea was 85 acres 
and 89 guntas in Morsi, Akot, Khamgaon, Jal- 
goan and Malkapur taluks. 

8. No accurate data to go upon ; but before 1884 
any quantity of land could be sown on payment of 
a fee of Rs. 8, but since that year the imposition of 
Rs. 10 on an acre grown must in all probability 
have produced a decrease. Only 125 acres and 39 
guntas are shown as the area under the hemp 
plant prior to 1884, when the average for seven 
■years is struck. 

9. The method does not differ from that followed 
in. the cultivation of the staple products of Berar 
{cotton and jowar). When the plants attain a 
height of a foot the male plants, oalled bhangra 


or bhagar, are weeded out in order to prevent the 
formation of seed in the female plant. It is sown 
in the month of July in well-manured ground. 
The plant grows from 3 to 7 feet high. 

In Berar the leaves and broken pieces of ganja 
of the plant are collected and sold as bhang, and 
these are macerated in water to prepare the bever¬ 
age that is drank as such. 

10, 11 and 12. No. 

18. The only restriction is the payment of an 
enhanced assessment of Rs. 10 an acre. Culti¬ 
vation is confined at present to only three dis¬ 
tricts viz., (1) Akola, (2) Amraoti, and (3) Bul- 
dana. 

No special conditions are necessary. But the 
soil called pandhri in Berar is more favourable than 
any other. 

The latter requires good manuring. Cultivation 
impossible on marshy and rooky land. A good 
rainfall is required, otherwise artificial irrigation has 
to be resorted to. It is also sown in well-manured 
black soil. 

14. (a Ye. 

(6) No. 

(c) Yes. 

The preparation is made by the cultivators of 
the plant in those districts in which it is culti¬ 
vated. The process is as follows:— 

After reaping, the small shoots of the plant are 
cut off and left to dry fox* two or three weeks in the 
field and are then trampled upon until the larger 
leaves are eliminated, leaving the flowering top and 
small leaves. These are then sold to persons hold¬ 
ing licenses or to traders holding special passes, 
either by weighment or pulliet . 

15. The wild plant is only used as incense in 
houses to drive away evil spiiits and tlto effects re¬ 
sulting from an evil eye, from which specially 



-children are said to suffer. The methods of pre¬ 
paration of the cultivated plant are — (A) For smok¬ 
ing the flowering tops are nibbed with water and 
well washed with water until they are clean ; when 
they are ready to be put into the chillum, it is 
mixed with a little (half to quarter the weight) 
tobacco and smoked. (5) The methods for eating 
are thus prepared: — 

(1) A preparation called ehujeti, Take one tola 
of well-washed ganja and half fry it in melted 
butter, then set it to cool. Then pound it with 
quarter of a tola of black pepper and »omph (ani¬ 
seed). Then add double the weight of refined 
sugar, and eat morning and evening. The richer 
people flavour the whole with the addition of from 
1 to 4 tolas of sliced almonds, a small quantity of 
saffron and cardamoms. The poorest people use 
ganja mixed up with jagri. 

(2) Majum. Boil ganja in an untinned copper 
utensil; then, after straining off the water, again 
boil it over a slow fire with half its weight of melt¬ 
ed butter in four times the quantity of water for 
about 7 or 8 hours; strain through a coarse cloth 
and let it stand to cool the whole night. Then 
skim and add syrup according to taste. The fol¬ 
lowing are also added to give flavour and increase 
the narcotic strength, vie,, nutmeg, selap and sated 
misri, almonds, pepper, askandh, cloves, pimpli {Piper 
long urn), mace, and saffron. Sometimes a little 
opium is added. The dose is three-quarters of a 
tola at a time. 

(C) Preparations for drinking: Take the leaves 
of the hemp plant and macerate in cold water with 
pepper; then after straining the decoction is poured 
10 or 15 times from one vessel to another from a 
height and then drunk. But the well-to-do people 
follow a more elaborated process. The leaves are 
first boiled and then put into cold water after being 
well pounded. Strain the decoction and drink it 
after adding the following—milk, sugar according 
to taste, and the pounded and macerated condiments 
as follows: poppy seeds, pepper, aniseed, cucumber 
seed and rose leaves ; after all put in sliced almonds. 

N.B. —The decoction of the leaves is several times 
poured from a height from one vessel to another, 
in order, it is supposed, to obtain the full effect of 
the narcotic principle contained in it. 

16. Only prepared in houses. The wild plant 
does not yield either ganja or chains, 

17. Made by all classes for home consumption. 
The preparation of the product called majum is 
usually sold by licensed sellers, but seldom made 
at home, as it involves trouble. 

18. Yes. Ganja loses its effects in two years 
or thereabouts. For about two years with care it 
keeps good. Ordinary process of decay produces 
deterioration, which cannot be wholly prevented, 
but retarded by keeping ganja in a cool and dry 
place. The above remarks apply to bhang. 

19. Ganja is used for smoking and eating, 
charas for smoking only in other parts of India. 
Besides the uses described in answer to the 15th 
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used. Bound ganja is better than flat ganja and 
is used in Bengal and North-Western Provinces. 

22. Native charas is ohiefly used in other parts 
of India. 

23. No, it is not used for smokinig at all. 

24. (a) Bhang is occasionally used for eating. 
It is used more for drinking and by almost all 
classes of people in India and in hot parts of the 
country, specially by pardeshis, Marwaris and 
Brahmins and other persons in Northern India. 
Generally it is drunk in hot weather. In Northern 
India the proportion will be 50 per cent., and in 
other parts 5 to 15 per cent. 

Not restricted to any locality. 

25. Judging from the published returns of 
retail sales, the use of ganja (charas not being 
used) seems to have slightly increased ; the reason, 
apparently, being that it is a cheap intoxicant. 

26. (a) About 90 per cent. 

(b) About 10. 

(c) Five per cent. 

(d) About one per cent. 

27. Almost all classes, but principally those 
enumerated in answer No. 20. Privation, hal'd 
work, celibacy and asceticism lead to the habitual 
practice. 

28. (a) Ganja. From one to two tolas, cost 2 
to 12 pies. 

(b) From 6 to 12 tolas. As regards cost, 
1 to 8 annas. 

With regard to bhang. 

(a) From 2 to 4 tolas, (6) from 8 to 12 tolas. 

The average cost per tola of ganja is from 2 to 
6 pies. 

Bhang is sold at 6 to 10 tolas per quarter anna. 

Marwar bhang is sold at 2 tolas for 3 pies. 

(a) Bhang : cost per diem 1 to 3 pies. 

(i) Bhang: cost per diem 3 to 12 pies. 

29. Ganja is mixed ordinarily with tobacco, and 
exceptionally with opium, nutmeg and sandalwood : 
the two first to increase the narcotic action and 
the last for flavouring. Dhatura is seldom used, 
and is confined to religious mendicants. The 
mixtures with bhang and ganja when eaten are 
given in reply No, 15. Bhang massala is unknown 
in this province. 

30. With the exception of charas, the drugs are 
consumed mostly in company, rarely in solitude. 
Except the preparations for eating as described 
elsewhere (reply No. 15), ganja is confined chiefly 
to the male sex. A few prostitutes take ganja. 
The practice is not confin'ed to any time of life ; 
but with regard to bhang, women and children in 
Upper India partake of it generally, but veiy rarely 
in this province, where the males are the principal 
consumers. Ganja is generally consumed from 
the time of youth. 

31. The habit is easily formed when in company 
■srith^abitua^^onsumer^^^^^nj^an^^haj^. 
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33. The higher classes deprecate the smoking 
of ganja, but not eating any of its preparations ; 
while the consumption. of bhang is not looked 
down upon. The objection to ganja smoking is 
based on its being considered a low habit and 
likely to prove injurious. The hemp plant is not 
known to be worshipped in Berar. 

84. The classes addicted to smoking ganja and 
drinking bhang would look upon its prohibition 
as a serious privation. The reasons are that they 
would be deprived of a muscular tonic and an 
intoxicant of the cheapest kind, which cannot be 
substituted for the price. For Berar the 1891- 
92 and 1892-93 reports show the probable number 
of the class to be 1 seer and 26 tolas per 100 of 
population on an average for ganja smokers, i.e., 
one tola per head. But the figure is not reliable. 

35. It is feasible to prohibit the use of all of 
these drugs. It can be enforced by the stoppage 
of the hemp plant and its importation, in which 
case illicit consumption would be rendered difficult 
though not impossible. Great discontent would be 
caused among consumers, though it may not amount 
to a political danger. But a recourse to alcoholic 
stimulants and other, drugs would become a cer¬ 
tainty. 

36. No. 

87. There is no practical difference. But charas 
is a stronger narcotic. 

SS. Bound ganja and chur are not in use in 

Berar. 

89. Smoking is a more injurious form of con¬ 
sumption than drinking or eating, as the lungs 
seem to become affected after a time. 

40. Native doctors do not prescribe the drags, 
but as a home remedy ganja is alone used as a sed¬ 
ative and an astringent for dysentery. Ganja and 
bhang are used for vermicide in cattle. 

41. (#) Yes, as regards ganja and bhang only. 

(S) As above. 

(c) Not known. 

(d) Ganja wards off the injurious effects of im¬ 
pure and unfiltered water (germicide). No parti¬ 
cular classes can be selected or any proportion stat¬ 
ed. A moderate habitual use is referred to. 

42. The moderate use is considered harmless and 
beneficial in the ways indicated in reply No 41. 
The moderate use of both ganja and bhang produ¬ 
ces activity and vivacity in addition to other bene¬ 
fits. 

43. Yes. 

44. Bhang and ganja are refreshing. They in¬ 
toxicate—ganja smoking especially—but do not 
allay hunger. Produce appetite. The effect of 
ganja lasts from twenty to sixty minutes, according 
to the state of health and strength of the consumer 
and the quantity used, whether smoked or eaten. 
There are no after-effects. Want of subsequent 
gratification produces longing and uneasiness. As 
regards bhang, the effects last from one to two hours, 
according to the quantity taken. 

45. (a), ( b) and (c) No. 

(d) Ganja only produces asthma and bronchitis 
in old persons, not dysentery, 

(e) The moral sense is impaired after long use, 
but laziness is not produced. Habits of immo¬ 
rality and debauchery are produced. Insanity is 
not known in Berar as an effect, nor a deadening 
of the intellect. 


Bhang is perfectly innocent, 

46. Excessive use produces all the evils mentioned’ 
in the previous question, so far as ganja is concern¬ 
ed, but bhang is harmless. 

I do not, however, personally know of any case 
of insanity resulting from excessive use of ganja.J^J 

47 and 48. No, but if a parent or any other mem¬ 
ber of a family uses it, their sons and other mem¬ 
bers imitate and catch the habit sometimes. 

49. Ganja is used as, an aphrodisiac, but not 
bhang. Is rarely used by prostitutes. It is said 
ultimately to exercise a reaction and produce impot- 
ency after a lapse of time, i.e., eight or ten years 
after. 

50. The effects noted in the above reply are 
aggravated and require shorter period, i.e., after four 
or five years. 

51. No. None. 

52. A large proportion of bad characters are 
excessive consumers and are given to commit petty 
crime and adultery for the gratification of lust. 
Bhang excepted. 

58. It may, but I do not know of any case that 
led to homicidal frenzy. 

54. No, but to alleviate fatigue and labour. 

55. The preparation of majum is given some¬ 
times to children, in order to stupefy them and 
facilitate the robbing of their ornaments ; occasion¬ 
ally also given to women with intent to rob or 
dishonour them. Without admixture no complete 
stupefaction can be caused. 

56. The admixture of milk, melted butter and 
almonds lessen the effects •, so does rich, substantial 
meals. The gosains, fakirs and bairagis use 
dhatura to heighten the narcotic effect of ganja. 
Its admixture for administration to others is not 
known. Gosains use for personal use. 

57. Know nothing of charas being eaten. When 
ganja is eaten it is next door to being harmless. 
When drunk in the form of bhang it is perfectly 
harmless. 

58. It is capable of improvement. 

59. In the direction of closer supervision over 
the cultivator and the seller. 

60. G$nja is produced in the province. Greater 
and closer supervision over the cultivation of hemp 
is required, there being no separate establishment, 
for this work, which requires a special staff. 

61. Not produced. 

62. Bhang being comparatively harmless, the 
only control necessary is to prevent the plant being 
nsed for making ganja. This might be accom¬ 
plished by the aid of a special establishment and 
restriction of sale of the plant to one licensed 
vendor. 

68, The only objection lies in the fact that the 
same vendor sells opium. The vendors should be 
separated for each drag, and hemp sold only in 
small quantities, say up to one tola per man per 
diem. A register of sales should be maintained. 

67. The farm of vend of hemp should be put up 
to auction separately from that of opium. 

68. None. Consumption on the premises un¬ 
desirable. 

69. People are not apparently consulted, but 
should be. 

70. Smuggling is only carried on for private- 
consumption. Duty is only paid on the cultivation 
of the plant and when special licenses are applied? 
for. Untaxed drugs are not used. 
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34. Evidence of Niamat Khan Bilan Khan, Merchant , Balapur , Akola 

District. 


1. I was dealing in this trade for a considerable 
time, and my father did the same from the com¬ 
mencement of the British administration. I have 
seen the several preparations of the hemp plant 
being made. 

2. I know only that the diy leaves of the plant 
are called bhang. I have not heard the other names. 
The definitions are appropriate so far as I know. 
Round ganja is not prepared in the Berars, but it 
is imported from Khandesh, and is called kalidar 
ganja. Broken ganja is called lhangira. 

8. I don't know of any in the Berars. 

4. I don't know. It would be called jungli 
(wild). 

7. Yes ; for the production of ganja and bhang 
only, and at the following places :— 

Salegam Mookind, Mancooliondi, Baroda, Pamra, 
Saleg am Bazar, Dahigam near Nanduea, 
Sootala Bujrak and Khurd, Ghatpuri, 
TVfandka , all in Malkapur taluk. Kham- 
gaon, Huvarkheir Akot, Sirla, Sasti, Alegaon, 
Manki Dihgam, in Balapur taluk. 

I can't give the extent. 

8. There has been a slight, very slight, decrease 
•within these two years owing to a fall in price. 
The cultivation, moreover, required much labour. 

9. The method of cultivation is similar to that 
of cotton. 

10. Not so restricted. 

11. Not that I know of. The seeds are procured 
from Kliandwa. 

12. No; not in Berar. 

13. Not restricted. I know it is cultivated in 
Amraoti, Akola, and Buldana districts, but don't 
know anything about the other districts. The 
soil called pandhi close to village sites is the 
best. It requires ordinary rainfall of the province, 
but it is not damaged by excessive rainfall, though 
it would deteriorate a little in effect by more rain. 
Probably in Yeotmal district it would not grow. 
But I am not sure, I say it would not, because 
the people of that district buy ganja here. 

14. Yes; only ganja and bhang all over the 
province ; but I can't give the extent. 

15. There is no difference in the methods of 
preparation from the cultivated and the wild plant, 
so far as I know. Bhang is formed by the dried 
leaves that fall off by thrashing the dried ganja, 
and the remnant left after thrashing is ganja. 
It is prepared for smoking as follows :— 

It is washed and then squeezed diy and mixed 
with tobacco. The ordinary dose is 6 mashas of 
ganja to 8 mashas of tobacco, and some even take 
(5 mashas of tobacco. Ganja is eaten unmixed 
with any other drug, but some with sugar. It is 
never drunk in any preparation. 

16. Bhang is prepared for drinking only. The 
preparation is made aB follows : — 

The leaves are washed clean, and then mixed 
with the following spices—blackpepper, 
sugar, poppy seeds, almonds, cardamom, 
cucumber seeds, and water. 

17. Not restricted to any particular class. 

18. Does not deteriorate for a year, but does 
after twelve or fifteen months. It would lose its 
effect entirely after five or seven years. _ The .only- 
cause that I can think of is time; just like jawan, 
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which deteriorates by time. There is no way to 
prevent deterioration. 

19. Ganja is mostly prepared for smoking, and 
in two cases out of 100 men would be found to 
prepare it for eating. 

20. In Berar ali smoke ganja; none does 
charas. 

21. Only the flat ganja is sold in Berar. 

22. None. 

24. Bhang is drank, so far as I know, never- 
eaten. 

25. Neither on the increase nor on the decrease. 

26. For ganja. For bhang. 

(a) 50 per cent. 12 i per cent. 

(i) 25 „ 12! 

(e) 15 ,, 87 i 

(d) 10 „ 371 

27. (a) and (e) Brahmins, Musalmans, Mar- 
waris, Kunbis, Telis, and other low castes of 
Hindus. 

(5) and (d) Gosains and fakirs and sadhus. 
Can't give classes of moderate and excessive 
consumers separately. 

28. (a) Ganja— 

6 mashas . , 1 pice. 

Bhang— 

5 tolas . . 1 pice. 

(&) Ganja— 

From 8 to 10 tolas 4 annas. 

Bhang worth , 2 annas. 

29. (a) Ganja. . . only tobacco. 

Bhang . . jagri and black 

pepper. 

(b ) Bhang. —Saffron, sugar, black pepper, dried 
rose, poppy seeds, almonds, cucumber seeds, and 
several other groceries according to taste. 

Dhatura is not so used. The admixture of to¬ 
bacco and pepper is for increasing the narcotic 
effects; the others are for luxury. Bhang massala 
is not sold in Berar. 

30. The consumers of ganja in solitude would 
be about 80 per cent, and in company would be 20 
per cent., and vice vend with regard to bhang. 
Yes; it is mainly confined to the male sex and not 
to any time of life. Children don't consume these 
drugs. 

81. The habit is not easily formed. It is diffi¬ 
cult if indulged in for a considerable time. But it 
could be broken off if attempted in a few days. 
There is no tendency to develop into the excessive, 

82. I don't know of any such custom. 

33. Not favourably. I don't think there is any 
public opinion. It is in disrepute, because it brings 
on intoxication. I don't know if the plant is wor¬ 
shipped by any sect. 

34. Yes; they would get ill or suffer in appetite. 
This is with regard to all. 

85. Not feasible in my opinion. There would be 
illicit consumption. The prohibition could be en¬ 
forced by passing a law maintaining a department 
for the detection of illicit consumption. Yes; the 
consumers would be discontented, particularly the 
fakirs and sadhus. I don't think the discontent 
would lead to political danger. Some would resort 
to alcoholic stimulants or other drugs, but not all. 

3b 
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86. There is no reason for so thinking. 

87. Yes; charas is more intoxicating and strong¬ 
er than ganja. Both produce intoxication ; but 
the former in a greater degree than the latter. 

88. I can’t say, as only the flat ganja is con¬ 
sumed in Berar. 

39. The smoking of ganja is rather injurious 
than eating, inasmuch as it produces cough and 
produces nervous debility, while the eating does 
not; but very few people simply eat the drug. 
Bhang is always drunk. 

40. Not prescribed for men; but ganja and 
bhang is given to bullocks for some disorder of the 
stomach. It makes bullocks go faster. Bhang is 
taken internally for piles. 

41. (a) Yes. (4) Yes. 

(c) I don’t know about fever ; but I have heard 
from many sadhus that the use of bhang and 
ganja protects them against diseases in unhealthy 
tracts, by which I mean places where water is bad. 

(d) I don’t know. 

Not restricted to classes. I refer to both 
moderate habitual as well as occasional. 

48. Inoffensive. 


44. It is refreshing and produces intoxication. 
It does not allay hunger but creates appetite. The 
effect lasts for about two Or three hour’s. There 
are after effects. Yes; it does produce uneasiness. 

45. It does produce physical and mental noxious 
effects, but not moral. I can’t say if it impairs 
the constitution. It helps digestion and creates 
appetite. It causes asthma so far as I know, 
and that too at an advanced age. It does not' im¬ 
pair the moral sense or induce habits of laziness or 
immorality, etc. It deadens the intellect slightly, 
but does not produce insanity. 

47 and 48. It is hereditary amongst fakirs and 
sadhus, but not amongst others. 

49. It produces impotence at an advanced age. 

51 to 54. No. 

55. Yes ; a man not used to these drugs would 
be completely stupefied. 

58. Yes; I am acquainted with the present 
system, and think it is not properly worked. The 
registers required to be maintained in the Form F 
are fictitious. It could be improved by the intro- 
j duetion of the registers in the Form E as prescribed 
I for opium. 


35. Evidence of Lakshman Atmaram: Ma.ha.jan, Merchant, Manjrul Pir. 


1. I have had some opportunities of coming in 
contact with bairagis, gosavis, fakirs, and others 
who lead the life of pilgrims, and thus of obtaining 
information fr-om them regarding the matters 
connected with hemp drugs, in regard to which 
my answers are framed. 

2. The definitions given by Dr. Prain of the 
different narcotic articles that can be naturally 
obtained from hemp may be accepted for my 
province. Bhang is known only by two names, 
siddhi and bhang, while charas is quite unknown. 
Here flat ganja and chur are in use. 

7. Hemp is cultivated to a slight extent in the 
three taluks, Malkapur, Kharagaon and Akot for 
the production of ganja and bhang. 

10. The cultivators of hemp form no special 
class. They are of the same classes as other agri¬ 
cultural cultivators. 

11. The plants cultivated for the production of 
ganja are never raised from the seed of the wild 
hemp. 

12. I have no reason to suppose that the (so- 
called) wild hemp is anywhere specially cultivated 
for the production of ganja, 

18, The cultivation of hemp for ganja is re¬ 
stricted throughout my province, There are some 
special conditions of climate, soil, rainfall, etc., 
which are necessary for the cultivation of hemp for 
producing ganja. Black soil does not suit it. It 
is cultivated in the lands adjoining village sites. 
Bain water alone is not sufficient for hemp; it 
requires well water also. The cultivation of hemp 
is possible throughout my province. 

14. Ganja and bhang are prepared in the Mal¬ 
kapur, Khamgaon, and Akot taluks, but to a slight 
extent, 

15. Ganja is usually manufactured by being 
trodden under foot, or by being deposited for a 
day or two in a ditch, specially prepared, and little 
earth is thrown over it. 

The following are the common methods of pre¬ 


paration of ganja and bhang for smoking, eating 
and drinking purposes :— 

For smoking purposes— 

(1) Half a teaspoonful of ganja is first taken on 
the left palm and little water is poured over 
it. It is then nibbed with the right thumb 
for about a quarter of an hour. To this 
little tobacco is then added. 

(2) To make it more strong some add dhatura 

seeds also. 

(8) To make it ordorous a little quantity of 
cardamom and cinnamon is added before 
smoking. 

For eating purposes— 

(1) Ganja is first rubbed in water and is then 
dried in the shade. Afterwards it is 
reduced to powder and then a little quantity 
of mace, saffron, cinnamon and black pepper 
is added. The whole powder is then mixed 
with boiled sugar and then eaten. This is 
called yakuti or majum. 

(2) Ganja powder is mixed with ghee and sugar 
before eating. 

For drinking purposes— 

(1) Bhang is first steeped in water and then 
reduced to powder. To this a little quan¬ 
tity of cinnamon, poppy, cardamom, fennel 
seeds and almond is added, and then to this 
mixture water or milk is added, again. I 
have no knowledge of any methods of pre¬ 
paration of ganja or bhang from the wild 
hemp, and therefore I cannot distinguish 
between the methods of its preparation 
from the wild and cultivated hemp, Ganja 
is prepared from the cultivated female 
plants by being trodden under foot or by 
being deposited in a ditch for about two 
days, 

16. Bhang is prepared generally in the houses 
by the. people. It can also be prepared from the 
hemp plant wherever grown. 

17. Agricultural cultivators prepare these hemp 
drugs, 

18. Ganja or bhang does not deteriorate hy 
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keeping, With ordinary* care it keeps good for 
about three years. To prevent deterioration water 
should never be allowed to leak in. 

19. Ganja is used not only for smoking, but it is 
sometimes eaten also. 

20. Bairagis, gosavis, fakirs, and otherB who 
lead the life of pilgrims generally smoke ganja. 
Some Rajputs and lew Brahmins also smoke it. 
In short, about 2 per cent, of the population smoke 
ganja. The practice of smoking ganja is prevalent 
throughout the province, 

21. Flat ganja is generally in use, but chur is 
also rarely used when flat ganja is not available. 

28. Bhang is used for smoking when ganja is 
not available. It is generally the pilgrims that 
make use of bhang for smoking to a slight extent. 

24. Those who drink bhang eat it also. The 
practice of eating and drinking bhang is prevalent 
throughout the province. Those classes of people 
that smoke ganja eat and drink bhang also. 

25. The use of ganja and bhang may be said to 
be on the increase. Had it been otherwise, a large 
quantity of hemp might have been lying idle year 
after year - . But this is not the case. All the 
hemp that i6 produced in the province falls short of 
yearly requirements, and to meet them a large 
quantity of it is imported also. Again the import 
trade of hemp is on the increase, and the excise 
farmers bid higher at the auction every year. This 
shows that the number of ganja or bhang consum¬ 
ers cannot but be on the increase. 

26. The proportion of habitual moderate con¬ 
sumers of ganja to the habitual excessive occasion¬ 
al moderate and occasional excessive consumers of 
it is as 5, 2, 3, and 1, and in case of bhang it is as 
4, 2, 3, and 1. 

27. Gosavis, bairagis, and fakirs are habitual 
moderate and excessive consumers; while Brahmins 
and Rajputs are occasional moderate and excessive 
consumers. The lazy and careless use these drugs. 

28. The average cost of ganja or bhang per 
diem to the habitual moderate consumers is one 
anna, to the excessive ^consumers four annas. 

29. Tobaceo is ordinarily mixed with ganja when 
it is used for smoking, and dhatura exceptionally. 
The other ingredients are given in my answer to 
the question No. 15. 

80. The consumption of ganja or bhang is prac¬ 
tised in company to a slight extent, but in soli¬ 
tude to a considerable extent. It is mainly con¬ 
fined to adult males. It is not usual for children 
to consume ganja or bhang. 

81. As vice has more false charms than virtue, 
the human nature, being frail, easily falls under the 
clutches of the former ; and as ganja or bhang is a 
vice, the habit of consuming it is easily formed. 
There is also a tendency in the case of ganja and 
bhang for the moderate habit to develop into the 
excessive. 

82, On the Maha Shivaratri day a few people of 
the higher classes drink bhang. This custom has 
a religious aspect, but it is not regarded as essential. 
Though it is temperate at the beginning, it is likely 
to lead in the long ran to the formation of habit. 

83, The consumption of ganja and bhang is 
regarded as a vice, because it blunts the mental fa¬ 
culties, and therefore it is generally in disrepute. 

84, To forego the consumption of ganja or 
bhang is not a serious privation to any class of con¬ 
sumers. It is a luxury-to take to its use, and has 
no beneficial effects on the constitution, 

85. It is feasible to prohibit the use of ganja 
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and bhang. These drugs will never be used illicitly. 
The cultivation of hemp should be at onoe stopped, 
as the poppy cultivation is stopped. The prohibition 
will not cause any serious discontent among the 
consumers, and will not therefore amount to a poli¬ 
tical danger. The prohibition will be followed by 
a recourse to tobacco, but not to alcoholic stimu¬ 
lants. 

86. There is no reason to suppose that alcohol 
is now being substituted for ganja or bhang. 

88. Flat ganja is little more strong than “chur” 
ganja. 

89. The smoking of ganja is more injurious than 
eating or drinking it (ganja is sometimes used as 
bhang) ; for to smoke is to inhale the gas that is 
produced, which seriously affects the breast and 
produces cough. It affects the brains also, and 
makes the consumer senseless. 

40. In nervous diseases the use of ganja is pre¬ 
scribed by some native doctors. It is also used 
in cattle diseases, 

41. The moderate habitual use of ganja and 
bhang is beneficial in its effects so far as it gives 
staying-power under severe exertion or exposure, or 
alleviates fatigue and acts like a prevention of dis¬ 
ease in malarious and unhealthy tracts. In no 
other way it can be said beneficial. 

42. The moderate habitual use of ganja and 
bhang is not harmless. It impairs the constitution 
and makes the man lazy and careless. It causes 
asthma in the long run. 

43. Moderate consumers are generally inoffen¬ 
sive to their neighbours. 

44. To the habitual consumers the moderate use 
of ganja and bhang is little refreshing and does not 
produce intoxication. It neither allays hunger nor 
creates appetite. These effects last only for a 
couple of hours. The want of subsequent gratifi¬ 
cation produces longing and uneasiness, but not so 
much as in case of other narcotic drugs or alcoholic 
stimulants. 

45. The habitual moderate use of ganja and 
bhang produces noxious effects (physical, mental 
and moral). It impairs the constitution ; injures 
the digestion, causes loss of appetite, causes asthma, 
deadens the intellect, and produces slight insanity, 
which is of a temporary character. The symptoms 
of insanity may be re-induced by the use of these 
drags after liberation from restraint. 

46. In case of excessive habitual consumers the 
effects referred to in my answer to question No. 
45, take place earlier, while in ease of habitual 
moderate consumers they take a longer time. 

47. As children generally follow in the footsteps 
of their parents when they become of age, so the 
children of the moderate consumer are affected to 
an imperceptible degree at least. 

48. The above remarks hold good in the case o£ 
habitual excessive use also. 

49. The moderate use of ganja and bhang is 
practised as an aphrodisiac. The use for this pur¬ 
pose is more injurious than their use as an ordinary 
narcotic, because in the long ran it tends to produce 
impotency. 

50. In ease of excessive use the effects are more 
serious. 

53. The excessive indulgence in ganja and bhang 
incites a man to commit acts of violence. 

54. To fortify themselves to commit a premedi¬ 
tated aot cf violence criminals do not use these 
druga. 
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55. Criminals do sometimes induce their victims I 
to partake ganja or bhang to stupefy them, but 
no complete stupefaction can be effected without 
admixture of dhatura seeds. 


56, When tobacco is mixed with ganja it modi¬ 
fies the bad effects of the latter, and therefore ganja 
is never smoked without the admixture of tobaoeo. 


36. Evidence of Khaja Abdul Baki, Money-lender, Mehkar, Buldana District. 


3. Ganja is generally cultivated in the Akola 
district. 

4. Though it is known by different names, still 
it is the produce of one plant. 

5. Climate temperate, land well-prepared, rain 
middling, is required. In other two seasons 
sufficient well water is required. 

6. Cannot give any information regarding 
growth of wild hemp. As regards cultivated crop, 
the thinner it is the better. 

7. Ganja and bhang are produced in Sutala 
tahsil, Kluirngaon. Extent of cultivation cannot 
be told, as it depends on the pleasure of the culti¬ 
vator. 

8. The area has decreased recently, because the 
cultivator has to undergo considerable responsibility 
regarding the crop. 

9. It is sown dense in the month of Ashad, 
When the plants grow bigger, a plant called 
bhangra, which grows in the crop, is weeded out, 
because it spoils tho main crop. 

10. There is no special class of persons who 
cultivate hemp. They are of the same classes as 
other agricultural cultivators. 

11. The ganja grown this side is from the seed 
of cultivated hemp. 

12. The male plant, called bhangra, which grows 
in the new crop, is extirpated. 

13. There is no special restriction. Government 
gives permission on payment of some fees. This 
is the practice in all districts. 

14. Ganja and bhang are prepared in this pro¬ 
vince, not charas. Ganja and bhang are prepared 
in almost all places. 

15. Ganja means the bud of the hemp plant, 
bhang the flower of the bud, and charas is the 
resinous matter on the leaves of the plant. If 
ganja is to be smoked, it is washed with water 
and smoked after mixing it with tobacco. Some 
eat ganja without mixing it with anything else. 
For drinking the leaves are pounded and mixed 
with sugar, pepper, milk, etc. 

16. Bhang is generally prepared by the people 
in their houses. It can be prepared from the hemp 
plant. The same is the case with ganja and 
charas. 

17. There is no restriction in any classes of the 
the people. But generally the gosais and bairagis 
make the intoxicating preparations. 

18. The three drugs will remain in their origi¬ 
nal state for considerable number of days. Pre¬ 
parations thereof will not remain for many days. 
If good care is taken the three drugs will remain 
for two or three years. They lose their effects by 
exposure. If care is taken- on this point, they 
may remain possibly for a longer time. 

19. Ganja is used for smoking only. Charas is 
used for smoking and eating also. Both these are 
used as medicines also, so their use is general. 

20. The practice of smoking ganja and charas 
ie in all classes of people. Proportion is not 

known. 


21. Bound ganja is more preferred for smoking. 

22. Native charas is generally used. Foreign 
charas is not imported. 

28. Bhang is not used for smoking. 

24. Poor people generally eat and drink bhang. 
This practice is prevalent in the persons who live 
in religious places. 

25, The use of ganja, bhang and charas is on 
the decrease. It is due to education that the people 
are lately given. 

29. Dhatura is mixed with this drag in order to 
increase intoxication. The roots of jowari and 
kuner are also mixed for the same reason. 

30. The use of these drags is practised more in 
company. It is mainly confined to the male sex, 
young and old. However, females of bairagis and 
gosais also use them. Children never consume any 
of these drugs, 

31. Yes ; the habit is easily formed by company, 
and once used to it cannot break it off without diffi¬ 
culty. 

Yes; there is a tendency for the moderate habit 
to develop into the excessive. 

32. These drags arc used on Shivaratri day and 
Shimga holidays. 

38,. The drugs being intoxicating, their use is 
not considered respectable by the public, 

34. If the use of these drags is stopped it would 
not do much harm. 

39. Smoking ganja is more injurious than eating 
or drinking, for by smoking the smoke enters in 
the chest and its filth accumulates in the chest. 

40. Native doctors use these drags in medicines. 
They are used in the treatment of cattle disease 
also. 

41. The use of the said three drags would very 
possibly give staying-power under severe exertion 
or exposure or alleviate fatigue. If it is used in a 
country which is cold or where the climate is bad, 
it will not be possibly beneficial. These drugs will 
not be beneficial in any other way. 

42. Moderate use of these drags also will not be 

beneficial for...,.(incomplete). 

43. Moderate consumers are inoffensive to t hei r 
neighbour's 

44. It produces no immediate effect on habitual 
consumers. If habitual consumers will not drink 
they will feel tired, and they will not be able to do , 
their ordinary work without drinking. • It hat 
some effect on the consumer. It allays hunger; 
does not create it. The effect lasts for three or 
four hours. The after-effects are weakness and 
laziness. 

45. Moderate use of any of these drugs also pro¬ 
duce bad effects. It is injurious in every way. It 
produces bile and asthma ; it makes one Jazy j it 
accustoms one to whoremongery for some time; 
retards intellect; and brings on madness. • But it 
remains for some days, and the use does not deprive 
the madness ; the consumer becomes actually mad, 

46. Excessive use of the said drug? will lead to 
worse effeofcs. 
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47. The use of the said drags does not appear to 
be a hereditary habit. It affects the health of the 
children of the moderate consumer. 

48. If moderate use is injurious, excessive use 
habitually must be more so. 

51. There is no large proportion of bad characters 
who are habitual moderate consumers of any of 
these drugs. Moderate consumers are criminals of 
general or special character. 

52. Those who use these in excess are more bad 
characters and more addicted to crime generally. 

53. It cannot be trusted when and what crime 
will these excessive consumers do. One bairagi 
murdered a woman at Shendurjana, Mehkar tahsil, 
while under intoxication, and he was sentenced for 
it, 

55. In order to further their object, criminals 


induce their victims to partake of any of these drags 
to stupefy them. In the case of persons not accus¬ 
tomed to the use of these drags, complete stupefac¬ 
tion can be used without admixture. 

56, The effects of using hemp in moderation and 
in excess, modified by the admixture of other sub¬ 
stances, are different, i.c., bad effects are seen on the 
health and intellect of those who use them in excess. 

66. It is not necessary to have different rates of 
taxation for different kinds of ganja. 

68. In our province license has to be taken out 
for selling the said drags. 

69. The people are consulted before a new shop 
is opened, and it is necessary to consult people in 
such matters. This is now done indirectly j but ifc 
is necessaiy to take direct opinions. 
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EVIDENCE OF AJMERE-MERWARA 

WITNESSES. 

1. Evidence of Mr. G. Bennett, Abkari Inspector , Ajmere. 


1. Supervision o£ importation, cultivation and 

ealee. 

2. Yes; except that only the flat ganja is im¬ 
ported for sale in the Ajmere-Merwara districts. 
The drugs are named charas, ganja, bhang and 
majum. Majum. is a sweetmeat ( composed of sugar 
and bhang. 

4, Yes; bhang ganja tree. 

6. I believe the wild hemp plant grows on any 
cultivated land if it has sufficient supply of water. 

6. It grows veiy dense on the hills about Kus- 
sowli. 

7. Veiy little. 

(c) For use as bhang only. 

(J) For its fibre. 

In the malis’ gardens generated spontaneously. 

8. There has been a decrease within the last 
eight years. The drug contractor offers such a 
low late for the bhang grown within the district. 

9. The seed of the hemp plants is sown in beds 
about six feet square, on land adjacent to a well or 
stream, where it can have a good supply of water. 

10. In this province I have only known malis 
and fakir s growing it. 

11 and 12. Not known. 

18. No restriction to cultivation, but that the 
produce must be sold to the Government Contractor. 
The 6eed germinates during the rainy season. 

14. Only bhang. Such plants as are found 
growing are marked, and the production thereof is 
sold to the Government Drug Contractor. 

15. Ganja is the flower of the plant. Chares is 
made from juice extracted from the stem of the 
plant. Bhang is the dry leaf. Charas and ganja 
arc smoked as tobacco in the huka. Bhang is 
mixed with a little lime and eaten. It is also used 
for making a cooling drink (sherbet). 

16. Under section 7 of the Excise Act, XXII of 
1881, no person is allowed to possess more than £ 
seer of bhang. I have not seen either ganja or 
charas made, but I should think it could be made 
from the wild hemp plant. 

17. Such as fakirs, mahajans and Chaubes. 

18. Yes; it will become quite useless in time. 
Causes of deterioration not known. 

19. I have only known it to be used for smok- 
ing. 

20. Fakirs, mahajans and Chaubes. The pro¬ 
portion is not known to me. In the cities and 
villages. 

21. I have only seen that flat ganja used in the 
Ajmere-Merwara districts. 

22. Foreign. From the Punjab. 

23. I have not known bhang used for smoking. 

24. Mahajans and Chaubes through the district 
eat and drink bhang. 

25. According to the Drug Contractor’s state¬ 
ment, the consumption of drug is on the decrease. 


26. Not known. 

27. Mahajans and Chaubes. Not known. 

29. Dhatura is mixed with charas. I do not 
know bhang massala. 

30. Drags are used, both private and public, by 
both sexes throughout life. 

81. The habit to become a drug consumer is 
easily formed. It is very difficult to leave it off. 
A moderate consumer will in time become exces¬ 
sive. 

82. Drugs are used at marriages, festivals, com¬ 
mittees and fairs. It is necessary as a respect to 
take bhang. The quantity taken in these cases, I 
don’t think, would either form a liabit or be injuri¬ 
ous. 

88. With disgust, in respectable society. I be¬ 
lieve the respectable public have an aversion to all 
drags. I don’t know of the hemp plant being 
worshipped by any class of people. 

34. A person who has become an habitual drug 
consumer is useless if he cannot get his prescribed 
quantity at the time he is in the habit of taking it. 

35. (a) It would causo discontent. 

(t) Yes. 

(c) It would be unwise to attempt to prohibit 
the consumption. It may be heavily taxed to 
decrease the consumption, but I should not recom¬ 
mend any other course to be adhered to. 

(/) Yes. 

86. No, except when drugs cannot be obtained. 

37. The persons who smoke either are easily 
induced to commit any act of violence, but the 
charas smoker is the most dangerous. 

88. All the same. 

39. and 40. Don’t know. 

41. (6) Yes ; to horses. 

Rajas, Thakurs. Occasionally. 

42. Bhang, moderately used, is harmless. Bhang 
made into sherbet is a very cooling drink for the 
hot season. 

48. Yes. 

44. Don’t know. 

45. ( e) Yes. 

51. Yes; and they resort to the consumption of 
ganja or charas to give them nerve to commit the 
crime. 

54 and 55. Yes. 

58, I don’t see that there can be any improve¬ 
ment on the present working system, 

60, Ganja is not prepared in this district. 

61, Charas is not produced in this district. 

62, There is no general cultivation within thi» 
district. 

68 and 64. No. 

65. Yes; but I think the taxation should be in¬ 
creased on all drugs. 
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86, No ; the tax should be the same. 

67. No. 

68. No ; the purchaser must take the drag to 
his own house or some other place to consume it. 


69. No; the Collector may authorize a shop to 
be opened in-any part of his Collectorate, 

70. Yes ; there have been 27 persons prosecuted 
for importing- illicit ganja, bhang, and eharas, and 
majum during the past three years. 


2. Evidence of Mr. G. W. Gayer, District Superintendent of Police, Ajmere. 


1. Practically none. I have questioned native 
experts on the subject. 

2. The definitions may be accepted for Ajmere. 
Plat ganja is called pathar, round ganja is called 
baluchar, broken ganja is called makoria. The 
other products go by the names mentioned in the 
introductory. 

3. I hear it grows spontaneously inMalwa, parts 
of the Deccan, and along the North-Western fron¬ 
tier from Saharanpur westwards, under the Hima¬ 
layas. 

4. Bhang, subji, and buti. Yes. 

5. Not qualified to say. It grows well, however, 
along the Nerbudda river, where the rainfall is 
plentiful. 

6. It is said to be dense. 

7. I believe that in all about 40 maunds are 
cultivated in the Ajmere district by individuals for 
their own profit. 

8. I am told that for the last few years, owing 
to the scanty rainfall, the amount cultivated has 
been reduced to the above 40 maunds. When the 
rainfall is plentiful, probably three times the 
amount is cultivated. 

9. The soil is not carefully prepared, and after 
sowing, the plant is left to itself. 

10. Cultivators of eveiy class cultivate hemp. 

11. I believe not. 

12. Unable to say. 

13. No. 

14. Yes; bhang to small extent in one licensed 
shop situated in A jmere. 

15. Bhang in Ajmere is only prepared from 
cultivated plant, and for drinking puiposes it is 
mixed with almonds, black pepper, dried rose petals, 
cucumber seeds and other articles according to 
fancy. 

16. (a), (A) and (c)Yes. 

17. By all classes. 

18. Yes; all three, it is said, quite lose their 
effect after two years in spite of all care. I do not 
know the cause of deterioration, nor do I know 
what special measures should be taken to prevent 
deterioration. 

19. Only for smoking. 

20. Most, if not all, classes of natives smoke 

both. 

21. The round is considered best. 

22. Foreign Yarkandi eharas is mostly used. 

23. I believe not. 

24. All classes drink bhang, but it is said Brah¬ 
mins are most addicted to it. When it is not ob¬ 
tainable in the liquid form, it is eaten in the solid 
form. 

28. Ganja. Oharas. Bhang. 

(a) 1 pice worth. 1 pipe worth. 1 pie worth, 
(A) 4 annas worth. 4 annas worth. 2 annas. 


29. Ganja. Charas. Bhang. 

(a) Tobacco. Tobacco. Almonds and black 

pepper. Copper is 
often inserted to in¬ 
crease the intoxi¬ 
cating property of 
the liquid. 

Dhatura is also mix¬ 
ed with bhang. 


(6) None that I know of. 

30. Males mostly take the drags; women and 
children seldom. 

81. The habit of .consuming these drags is formed 
in much the same way as that of tobacco smok¬ 
ing and is as easy (or difficult, as the ease may be) 
to break off. 

32. The Holi is a festival during which nearly 
eveiy person takes bhang. It is not regarded as 
essential. It is generally temperate. No. 

33. When the drag is ready, a little is usually 
offered to. Mahadeo, but otherwise I do not think 
it comes into the Hindu religion. 

34. It would probably be the most serious pri¬ 
vation to the gosains and bairagis, as they use the 
hemp to sustain and nerve them for their arduoua 
duties. 

35. No. Yes; by force of arms. Most serious 
discontent. Yes ; very probably. 

36. I can't say, 

87. Charas is a much more powerful intoxicant 
than ganja. 

38. Only in degree: the round is the most power¬ 
ful, the flat comes next, 

39. The drinking is less injurious, as the pre¬ 
paration in consequence of being mixed with non¬ 
intoxicating articles is weaker. 

40. Bhang .is prescribed for weakness, guinea- 
worms, piles, etc. Yes; bhang is often prescribed for 
diseases of cattle. 



Ganja, 

Charas. 

Bhang. 

w 

Yes. 

Yes. 

Yes. 

(*) 

Yes. 

Yes. 

Yes. 

00 

Yes. 

Yes. 

Yes. 

(d) 

Don’t know any other 

way. 


All classes. I don't know proportion. Both,. 

42. Ganja, if smoked in moderation, is, I believe, 
as harmless to most people as tobacco smoking. 
There are of course constitutions that it affects in¬ 
juriously. 

43. As much so as tobacco smokers or peg 
drinkers. 

44. Refreshing and exhilarating or intoxicating 
according to constitution. It does not allay hun¬ 
ger ; it creates appetite. Pour hours. Yes; Slack¬ 
ness. Yes; more or less longing and uneasiness. 

45. As far as I can find out, the moderate use of 
any of these drags is practically harmless. In 
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every way it is only when mixed with copper or 
dhatnra that it becomes harmful. 

48. The habitual excessive use of all these drugs 
is said to be harmful in every way, as the consumer 
is always more or less in an intoxicated state. 

47 and 48. No. 

49. T believe so. I am informed that some prosti¬ 
tutes use it for this purpose. I believe its use for 
this purpose is not more injurious. It is said not 
to produce impotence. 

50. The same remarks apply. 

51. Bad characters are said to be more addicted 
to all the hemp preparations than other persons, 
probably in the same way that bad characters are 
said to be addicted to drink, opium, etc. 

58. I don't think it incites to unpremeditated 
crime of any kind. 

54. I have often found that when a crime has 
been premeditated, ganja and charas is taken to 
give Dutch courage. 


55. Often. I believe not, for instance when a 
man has taken as much of any of the hemp drugs 
.as it is possible for him to take, although he will 
become quite unconscious, a sharp shock will re¬ 
store consciousness immediately. 

50. Can't say, 

57. I have never heard of either of these prepara¬ 
tions being eaten. 

63. None whatever. 

84. None. 

65 and 66. No. 

67, None. 

68. Yes j no alteration in the system is re¬ 
quired, 

89. The opening of a shop in a certain locality 
is, I believe, generally petitioned for, and if thought 
advisable, sanctioned. The system is reasonable 
and fail'. 

70. No. 


3, Evidence of Surgeon'-Major D. Ff, Mullen, Civil Surgeon , Ajmerg. 


I. Information has been collected by enquiring 
from the consumers of the drug. 

2 These products are known by the names of 
bhang, ganja and charas. 

3. It grows in the districts of the Punjab and 
Central India. 

4. Bhang, charas and ganja. 

5. It grows on cultivated land, where the 
water-supply is sufficient, 

6. Not known. 

7. Yes. 

(a) and (A)No. 

(«) Yes. 

Very little in malis' gardens and sadhus' 
(Hindu fakirs') hamlets. 

8. Not known. 

9. Seeds of the hemp plants are sown in cul- 
turable land. 

10. Malis and sadhus cultivate the hemp. No 
ojher agriculturists sow the hemp in this district. 

11 and 12. Not known, 

14. Only bhang in malis' garden and sadhus' 
kotries. 

16. Flowers of the plant are called ganja, juice 
is called charas, and leaves are called bhang. 
Ganja and charas are used for smoking, and bhang 
for eating and drinking. 

16. Bhang is prepared in houses. 

I I, Fakirs, Chaube Brahmins, and mahajans, 

18. Yes; it will become quite useless in time, 

19. Yes; they are used only for smoking. 

20. Fakirs and sadhus excessively smoke ganja 
and charas, and occasionally people of other classes. 


21. In this district flat ganja is preferred. 

22. Foreign is used. It is imported from the 
Punjab. 

23. No. 

24. Fakirs, Chaubes and mahajans use bhang in 
drinking, and sometimes they eat it by mixing 
some sugar, etc., called majum. 

25. 26, and 27. Not known. 

28. From three pies to one anna. 

29. Dhatura is mixed with ganja and charas. 

80. Not known. 

31. Yes. 

32. The drags are excessively used in marriages, 
festivals, and companies. On these occasions, 
bhang is specially used. 

33 and 84. Not known. 

87. Yes ; charas smoking is more dangerous 
than ganja. 

38 and 89. Not known. 

40. Yes. Bhang is used as a remedy for cattle 
disease. 

41. Yes j the moderate use of bhang is beneficial 
for— 

(«) digesting food, 

(i) alleviating fatigue, 

(c) preventing disease in unhealthy tracts, 

(d) removing habitual constipation. 

Men of all classes use occasionally when required. 

42. Bhang moderately used is thought harmless. 

43. Yes. 

44. Bhang is refreshing, afterwards produces 
intoxication in proportion to the quantity taken. 
It creates appetite. 


4. Evidence of Khan Bahadur Dr. Sheikh Elahi Bux, Government Pensioner 

and Honorary Magistrate, Ajmere. 


1, My answers are based on my long experience 
of nearly forty years, during wmch period I have 
been a Native doctor. 

2. Yes, The different names of bhang are 
ol. vii. 


siddhi, bhang, subji, patti, buti, thandai, and 
bijaya. There are no other names of charas, but 
ganja is termed sulpha as well, 

19. Ganja and charas are only used for smoking. 

3 o 
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28. Bhang is never smoked. Penniless beggars, 
when they fail to procure charas and ganja, do 
sometimes use bhang for smoking, but the intoxi¬ 
cation produced is very slight: still it affords a tem¬ 
porary satisfaction. This is rarely done in places 
where ganja cannot be had. 

28. A moderate consumer can drink bhang from 
8 mashas to 1 tola at a time. Ganja and 
charas too can be smoked in similar quantities. 
Government contractors supply a tola of bhang for 
two pies. Where there is no contract, it can be 
had gratis. Government Contractors charge an 
anna per tola for ganja and three annas per tola 
for charas. Where there is no contract, ganja can 
be had at three pies per tola, and charas at six pies 
per tola. Excessive consu m ers can drink a quarter 
seer of bhang at a time, and can smoke five tolas 
of ganja or charas during the whole day. 

29. Moderate consumers mix sonf, kasni, rose 
flowers, cucumber seeds, coriander, almonds, and 
black pepper with bhang in summer, and in winter 
nutmeg, mace, saffron, pepper, almonds, pista, 
etc. Nobles sometimes add musk and amber 
to the above. Excessive consumers mix dhatura 
seeds. Charas and ganja smokers mix raw or 
prepared tobacco with them. Opium is never 
mixed with any of these drags. By mixing the 
bhang with butter and sugar they prepare majum 
sometimes to render the intoxication (excessive. 
Dhatura seeds are also mixed, especially in Native 
States. Nux-vomica, opium, kaneer, cantharides, 
and betel-nut are never mixed with these drags in 
this part of the .country. If mixed, they render 
the mixture better. Gulkand is prepared by mix¬ 
ing bhang, butter, rose flowers and sugar-candy. 
Yakuti is made by mixing mava (condensed boiled 
milk), sugar, almonds, pista, raisins, and rose or 
keora waters. To obtain bhang butter they have to 
boil bhang leaves with milk; then the milk is turned 
into curd and churned. The butter thus obtained 
is used in majum and other preparations. 

80. These drugs are sometimes used in loneliness, 
but generally in company. Nearly 80 per cent, of 
the consumers use them in company. Males of all 
ages use them. Such of the females as prostitutes 
and those that keep drag shops do sometimes use 
them in the company of male consumers. Other 
women do sometimes, but rarely drink bhang and 
eat yakuti or majum on Holi or marriage occa¬ 
sions. But females, except the wives of sadhus 
and sakins, never smoke ganja or charas. Boys of 
ten or twelve years of age do sometimes drink bhang 
on Holi, In dancing parties on Holi and marriage 
occasions people sometimes distribute majum. 

SI. The habit of consuming these drugs can easily 
be formed by using them in company for some time. 
It can be easily broken off. Those who break off 
have to suffer pain in the limbs and sometimes in 
the whole body, and have to yawn constantly for 
three days. Water flows from the eyes, appetite 
diminishes, and the person suffers from constipa¬ 
tion. After the expiration of the said period the 
person feels no desire for these drags. This can 
be done in the case of both the (moderate and ex¬ 
cessive consumers. There is no tendency in any of 
these drugs for the moderate habit to develop into 
the excessive. 

82. On the Holi and Shivaratri festivals the 
drinking of bhang is looked upon as a religious, 
and in marriages and entertainments as a social, 
custom. It is generally temperate and does not 
lead to form a habit. 

86. No. 

87. The effects of charas are felt immediately 
after smoking; that of ganja some five minutes after. 


Bhang brings on intoxication a quarter of an houf 
after drinking, and it lasts for more than six hours. 
The intoxication oreated by charas lasts an hour, 
and that of ganja 80 or 40 minutes. Bhang 
excites appetite; charas and ganja diminish it. 
CharaB and. ganja smoking creates warmth. Ex¬ 
cessive smoking sometimes brings on senselessness. 
Bhang is aphrodisiac. 

39. Please see reply to question No. 28. 

40. Vaids, hakims and native doctors do pre¬ 
scribe the use of these drags on account of their 
medicinal properties for dysentery, diarrhoea, cholera, 
want of sound sleep, hydrophobia, spermatorrhoea, 
tetanus, neuralgia, delirium, and rheumatic affec¬ 
tions. These drugs also remove fatigue. When 
an elephant suffers from agunbai , the (symptoms of 
which are trembling of the body, hasty perspira¬ 
tion, sores in throat and excessive warmth in the 
body, native doctors prescribe bhang. If not 
attended to immediately, the elephant dies within 
three hours. The administration of bhang with 
other medicines thrice cures the animal. When 
the elephant becomes must and lustful and does not 
eat, bhang with other medicines proves very effec¬ 
tive. A camel can be cured of tetanus by giving 
him on three alternate days—bhang a quarter seer, 
sugar one seer, oil one-and-half seer. Bhang is 
sometimes given to a horse in the case of stomach¬ 
ache or for removing fatigue. It is never given to 
buffaloes, cows, bullocks qpd goats. Ganja and 
charas are never prescribed on account of their 
medicinal properties. 

41. The moderate use of bhang is beneficial in 
its effects (a) as a food accessory ; (b) to alleviate 
fatigue j (c) it is aphrodisiac. Charas and ganja 
give temporary staying-power under severe exertion 
or exposure and alleviate fatigue. They serve as 
febrifuge or preventive of disease in malarious 
tracts. 

42. The moderate use of bhang may he harmless, 
but not its excessive use. 

44. The use of these drags is not refreshing. 
The other advantages and disadvantages have 
already been explained in the other answer. After 
the intoxication is over the consumer feels dull and 
lazy, his limbs ache, and he suffers from constipa¬ 
tion and want of appetite. The want of subse¬ 
quent gratification produces a longing and un¬ 
easiness. 

45. The habitual moderate use of bhang does not 
produce any noxious effects, physical, mental, or 
moral, but that of ganja and charas does. Ganja 
and charas smoking impair the constitution, injure 
the digestion, and cause loss of appetite, but the 
moderate use of bhang does not. Ganja and charas 
smoking impairs the moral sense and induces lazi¬ 
ness, but not habits of debauchery, But bhang 
creates a habit of debauchery. The use of these 
drags deadens the intellect and produces insanity. 
Their effects are exciting and not predisposing cause 
of insanity. They bring on melancholia and mo¬ 
nomania. The insanity is temporary, and the 
symptoms may be re-induced by use of the drag, 
lnsanes do admit the use of the drag. The moder¬ 
ate use of bhang does afford relief to mental 
anxiety. A porter, named Karim Bux, of Ajmeie, 
aged 30 years, ran mad by the excessive use of ganja 
and charas. He returned to the lunatic asylum no 
less than fifteen or twenty times, and at last died 
in the asylum. He admitted that, owing to weak¬ 
ened intellect, after liberation from restraint, he 
could not exercise self-control and keep himself 
from the further use of the drags. 

40. Excessive consumers of these drags get very 
thin. Their lungs do not work well, and they soon 
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Buffer from bronchitis and asthma. They eventually 
run mad. 

47. No. 

48! The effect of excessive use of these drugs is 
'not hereditary. The children of excessive consu¬ 
mers do not fall into the habit of using these drags 
and have a sound reason. 

49. The moderate use of bhang is practised as an 
aphrodisiac. Prostitutes do use it with that object. 
Bhang does not bring on impotence. 

60. Excessive use of these drugs does render the 
consumer impotent. 


66. This has been replied to in answer to ques¬ 
tion No. 29. 

67. Ganja and charas are never eaten and drunk. 
When bhang is not procurable, the ganja leaves 
are sometimes drank in the Deccan. The intox¬ 
ication thereby produced is stronger than that of 
hemp. 

In conclusion, as these drags are very cheap and 
can be easily procured, people get into the habit of 
using them excessively. It would therefore be pro¬ 
per to adopt means to render them dearer. 


5. Evidence of Asgher All Khan, Hospital Assistant, Ajmere Dispensary. 


1. When I was at Peshawar on military duty 
there was a Kahar in the army. He was much 
habituated to smoking chains and ganja, and also 
I saw some bhang drinkers in Ajmere. I answer 
the questions by the aid of medical books. 

19. Generally charas and ganja are used only 
for smoking by the common class of people for 
indulgence and for medicinal purposes. Ganja and 
chains are used by the doctors and hakims for 
anodyne and antispasmodic action in the form of 
tincture specially, and are also used for removing 
constipation and headache and others. 

23. I think that it is not used for smoking, for 
I never saw anybody smoking bhang. 

29. By the bhang drinkers the following things 
are mixed into its liquorblack pepper, carda¬ 
mom and salt. These things are mixed ordinarily 
to change its flavour, and exceptionally sugar, milk, 
rose flower petals and almonds with the ordinary 
massala to change its colour, taste, and produce a 
little fragrancy. Sometimes dhatura seeds are put 
into its liquor to give more intoxication than tho 
simple bhang. Dhatura, opium, betel-nut are also 
used in the same maimer. Ingiedients are stated 
above. 

80. The man who uses bhang for medicinal 
purposes uses it in solitude, and men who nse it 
for indulgence use it in society, and laugh and joke 
with each other in its intoxication. Such is the 
case with chains and ganja, and it is mainly con¬ 
fined to the male sex ; for I do not know any 
|emale using any of these drags for indulgence 
except the prostitutes. It is not usual for children 
to consume any of these drags. 

31. The habit of drinking bhang and smoking 


charas and ganja is easily formed. To check this 
had habit is very difficult; and there is a tendency 
in the case of any of these drags for the moderate 
habit to develop into the excessive; for intoxication 
of these drags produces grotesque aspects, and 
therefore always tends to increase his habit of 
intoxication. 

32. Only bhang is used for religious and social 
matters in Holi festival by the Hindus in form of 
dudia. Bhang, as stated in question 29, and bhang 
lozenges or majum. Under its intoxication they 
play Holi with each other; but this custom is not 
considered generally, for many Hindus never drink 
bhang, even in the Holi festival, and it is generally 
temperate. It iB likely to tend to the formation 
of the habit. 

40. Bhang, charas, and ganja are used by many 
doctors in the treatment of diseases, and also bhang 
is used for the remedy of the cattle diseases, as 
loss of appetite, etc. 

41. Moderate use of bhang is beneficial in its 
effects as a food accessory and digestivo, alleviating 
fatigue, preventing malarious diseases in unhealthy 
tracts, and removing habitual constipation. In 
reality smoking of charas and ganja is very harm¬ 
ful in its effects. 

In conclusion, in my opinion a very heavy tax 
should he placed on charas and ganja, so that 
common persons may not get it easily for indul¬ 
gence. Charas ana ganja should not be sold by 
the common shopkeepers; but they should be got 
by the medical halls in the cities and in the towns 
and taheilis ; so that persons may not get them 
easily to form their habit of intoxication to impair 
their healths. 


6. Evidence of Abdul Kavum, Hakim, Ajmere* 


19. Ganja and charas are often used for smok¬ 
ing, and I do not know if they are used in any 
other way. Sometimes they are used admixtured 
with majum (confection) for sexual purposes. 
Their pills mixed with treacle are used as cure for 
the bite of a mad dog. 

23. In this part of the country bhang is not 
known to be used for smoking. 

29. Ingredients of bhang ordinarily are almonds, 
black pepper and sugarcandy, but sometimes to 
add to its taste milk is also mixed. In the winter 
season consumers add some musk and saffron to 
avoid its evil effects, and in summer kasni and cu¬ 
cumber seed to cause discharge of urine freely, and 
anise and rose flowers to remove constipation. I 
do not know of any special preparation as bhang 

* r 


massala. Of course tobacco is mixed with ganja 
and charas. 

30. In this part of the country Hindus are ad¬ 
dicted to the consumption of bhang. Females 
very seldom use it. Hindus use it in solitude as 
well as in company feastings. Lower class people 
and fakirs generally use charas. The use of these 
drugs is not limited to any particular period of 
one's age. It is not usual for children to consume 
them. 

31. Among Hindus the habit of drinking bhang 
is easily formed, because on certain occasions it iB 
used amongst them as a custom; consequently 
they get used to it, and if they do not get it at the 
appointed time, their limbs begin to pain, and they 
feel altogether out of sorts ; hence it is difficult to 
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break off. Moderation and excess depend on one's 
temperament. 

82. The consumption of these drugs is due to 
custom, and is not enjoined by any religion. 
Hindus generally use bhang on marriage occasions, 
or when they are in a large company with a view 
to feast. On such occasions the use of these drugs 
is considered essential by way of custom, and 
persons do often use them to an excess. Certainly, 
owing to these customs, people contract a habit for 
consumption of these drugs, 

86. In this part of the country alcohol is never 
substituted for bhang. A person used to bhang, 
charas or ganja will never be satisfied until he 
gets the particular drug to which he is habituated. 
To a certain extent opium may be substituted for 
it. 

37. The effects of charas and ganja are very 
nearly identical; the only difference is that ganja 
produces its effects sooner than charas. Charas 
and ganja cause sleepiness and affect lung6, The 
bhang, having in it two different properties, at 
first increases appetite and afterwards produces 
bilious matter. 

89. I have never heard that any preparation of 
the hemp plant is used in smoking, but for drink¬ 
ing or mixing with rnajum or gulkand (confec¬ 
tion). Its oil is used in confections, which is ex¬ 
tracted by boiling it with milk. Its excessive use 
sometimes produces melancholia. 

40. In some diseases Hindus are prescribed 
bhang. It is also used for treatment of cattle- 
disease. 

41. With my experience, I do not know if 
ganja and charas ever produce beneficial effects; 
their evil effects are many. No doubt bhang is 
useful to appetite and digestion. It is also used to 
ward off fever in special cases. It alleviates 
fatigue after severe labour of habitual consumers. 

42. As far as my experience goes, ganja and 
charas are injurious to health, whether used moder¬ 
ately 'or otherwise, because they affect brain and 
lungs, contrary to bhang, which, if used moder¬ 
ately, is not injurious, but beneficial. 

44. Bhang brings on intoxication after some time 
even to habitual consumers, contrary to ganja and 
charas, which produce it at once. The bhang intoxi¬ 
cation creates appetite; its effects depend on the 
temperament of the consumers, who feel giddiness 
and breaking of limbs if they would not get it, 


45. Bhang in the beginning produces refresh¬ 
ment, brightness on face, increases hunger and sex¬ 
ual power, but in the end induces laziness, giddiness, 
causes darkness in vision, mania, melancholia and 
dropsy. Ganja and charas cause insanity, bron¬ 
chitis and asthma. These drugs, even in moderate 
use, produce bronchitis, pain and sleepiness. 
Debauchees use them for sexual power; their 
excessive use impairs intellect. In the beginning 
they produce temporary effects. As soon as intoxi¬ 
cation increases, irritation begins, which affects 
brain, and at last does injury. As long as its 
effect is temporary, insanity too, which may be 
caused by it, will be temporary; when it fully 
affects the brain, insanity caused will take its root. 
After temporary liberation, people may be addicted 
to the drugs when re-used. 

46. The excessive use of bhang is also injurious, 
and produces the diseases mentioned above. 

47. The moderate use, so long as it has not fully 
produced its effect on mental powers, does not affect 
children. 

48. The children of those persons who consume 
these drugs excessively are weak. Their excessive 
u6e is a preventive even to beget children. 

49. Prostitutes generally use these drags, especi¬ 
ally bhang. It first increases sexual power, but in 
the end tends to produce impotence. Its excessive 
use is injurious, but moderate use is beneficial in 
special cases. Ganja and charaB are primarily used 
for sexual power, to which they are injurious in the 
end. When bhang is excessively used, it too dimi¬ 
nishes sexual power. 

50. The evil effects arising from the excessive 
use of these drugB have been detailed above. 

56. The ingredients of bhang, which are ordinari¬ 
ly mixed, have been described above. Their ad¬ 
mixture modifies its effects. Charas and ganja 
without any admixture produce irritation and con¬ 
fusion in brain. In this district consumers do not 
appear to mix opium and nux-vomica with these 
drags. If they do so, it will tend to cause death. 

57. As far as my experience goes, I can say 
that even the moderate use of these drags is injuri¬ 
ous to health; especially the age of ganja and 
charas consumers shortens, and various diseases, 
such as asthma, bronchitis, etc., are produced. 

Even the moderate use of bhang in the end 
weakens liver and mental powers. 


7. Evidence of Jati Amar Hansa, Baid, jjmere* 


19. Ganja and charas are only used in smoking, 
and they do not appear to be used for any other 
purpose. Ganja is used for some medicinal pur¬ 
pose even in this countiy. 

23. Bhang is never used for smoking, or if it be 
ever used as such, I never saw or heard of it in 
Marwar and Meywar. 

28. The consumers of these drags might know 
their average allowance and cost. Some people 
take bhang in one masha dose, some more than 
this. At first they use it in small quantity ; there 
is no fixed dose for it. I know nothing of its 
price; those who sell it know about it. Bhang, 
ganja and charas are habitually used—some use 
moderately. 

29. Bhang is usually taken mixed with black 
pepper. Some people mix it with certain in¬ 
gredients (massala) according to their tempera¬ 


ments. Those who are of malarial temper take 
with it a) way an, cloves, saffron and almonds, and 
those who are of bilious temper mix it with 
cardamom, cucumber seeds, anise, rose flowers, and 
sugarcandy or sugar, and those of lymphatic 
temperament use it with cloves, saffron and ginger. 
The constipated men take it with anise, rose 
flowers, almonds and black pepper. The bhang 
drunkard does not mix in it dhatura, nux-vomica, 
kanair (a kind of Hindustani poisonous tree), 
opium and betel-nuts. When oil is extracted from 
bhang, dhatura and kanair root are mixed with it. 
The opium consumers when they drink bhang do 
not put opium in it, nor do people mix opium with 
bhang when they extract oil from it. 

80. Some people take this drag ~ secretly, some 
daily and some in company with their friends and 
in marriage-feasting parties with their caste-fellowB. 
I do not know to what extent they are used. 


•Tramlation. 
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'They are confined to males only. I have neither 
seen nor heard females smoking ganja and charas. 
In some countries females drink bhang or take it 
in yakuii (a kind of confection) and gtilhand (rose 
flower confection). It is not usual for children to 
•consume these drugs. In old age some people use 
bhang with some cathartics. 

81. Habit of consuming these drags is easily 
formed in company. It is difficult to break it off • 
and if broken, it brings on diseases, such as loss of 
appetite, breaking of limbs, indigestion, giddiness, 
feeling fatigue on work. At first it is taken in 
little quantity, but some increase it gradually and 
some not. 

82. The consumption of these drags is not allowed 
in religious laws (Dharam Shader), but they are 
used socially or habitually. Bhang is drunk on 
occasions of marriages and dinner parties, but so 
doing is not considered to be the custom. Its 
continual use converts into habit. It is not harm¬ 
ful to habitual drunkards, but in case they leave 
it, it will be injurious to them. 

36. Men addicted to these drags do not sub¬ 
stitute wine for them ; and if any one will do so, it 
will do him some injury and be against his religion 
-as well. I do not know if any one substitutes it. 
Some use opium for bhang. In some countries 
wine is drank for bhang, but it is injurious. 

87. The difference between the effects of ganja 
and charas is that ganja brings on intoxication 
soon, which lasts shortly, but charas brings it on 
gradually, which lasts longer. Bhang brings on 
less intoxication than these two: it produces its 
effect too late, but it lasts longer. It is less in¬ 
jurious than ganja and charas. 

89. Ganja and charas are used only for smoking 
and not for eating and drinking. 

Bhang is taken with yakuii and gulkand (roso 
flower confection) or drank like liquor. Smoking 
of ganja and charas causes certain diseases, viz,, 
it corrupts brain, produces irritation of throat, 
mania, bronchitis, asthma. 

Confection of bhang is used as a tonic. Con¬ 
sumers of bhang in the first stage feel heat, redness 
in both eyes, excitement in brain, creation of ap¬ 
petite, and 6exual excitement, but in the second 
stage, when its effect subsides, it causes coldness 
(which is injurious) and loss of memory. 

40. Ganja and charas being injurious are never 
prescribed by baids. As stated in Yajur Veda 
Shuster, bhang is prescribed in certain diseases to 
which it is useful. It is used in the treatment of 
cattle-disease. 

41. Bhang without ganja and charas creates 
appetite, digests food, increases strength (physique), 
and is beneficial to cholera, bronchitis, asthma, 
dysentery, hcemorrhoids, paralysis, loss of blood 
from uterus, brings on sleep, and generates bilious 
matter. It is prescribed mixed with other medi¬ 
cines. Yakuti (confection) prepared of bhang 
alleviates fatigue after severe labour. In cases of 
intermittent and other fevers, such as continued, 
quotidian, tertian, etc,, it is veiy useful when given 
with cathartics. 

42. Without ganja and charas bhang is bene¬ 
ficial. 

44 . The effects of ganja and charas have been 
stated in answer No. 37. The use of bhang is 


refreshing. These drags produce intoxication, 
create appetite, their effects depend upon the tem¬ 
perament of consumers. When their intoxication 
subsides it does injuiy instead of any beneficial 
effects. Excessive use produces senselessness, cold¬ 
ness, laziness, and is veiy injurious. 

45. Ganja and charas are very injurious, 
especially to mental powers, and bhang to physical 
and not mental power. Ganja and charas increase 
appetite, but are not digestive, while bhang is 
beneficial to both. Ganja and charas produce 
bronchitis and asthma, and bhang cures dysenteiy. 
These drags impair moral sense, induce laziness and 
debauchery. Ganja and charas smoking impairs 
intellect and causes insanity j excessive use of bhang 
too produces these effects, but not its moderate use. 
The mania caused by ganja and charas lasts for 
ever and that by bhang can be cured. The sufferer 
of mania caused by the use of ganja and charas is 
violent, while that of bhang is generally quiet, but 
seldom violent. I never saw any man suffering 
from mental anxiety or brain disease who drank 
bhang for relief from this complaint and became 
insane. I am of opinion that insanity may tend 
to indulgence in the use of hemp drags by persons 
who are of weak intellect and unsteady mind. 

46. Excessive use of any of these drags is in¬ 
jurious. The consumer becomes mad and dies 
soon. 

47. It cannot be known that the habitual moder¬ 
ate use of any of these drags is hereditary. It 
seldom affects the children of moderate consumers. 

48. The same as explained in answer No. 47. 

49. Use of these drags creates sexual desire in 
proportion to the doses taken. Prostitutes too in 
some places use them as aphrodisiac. Their use 
for this purpose is more injurious than ordinary. 
They cause loss of semen, lung and brain diseases, 
and weakness. 

50. The excessive use of any of these drugs is 
injurious and produces various diseases. 

56. The use of these drags with the admixture 
of dhatura, kanair (a kind of Hindustani poisonous 
tree), nux-vomica, opium, and betel-nut, etc., is 
injurious to moderate consumers and not to those 
who use it excessively. 

57. Ganja and charas, in this country, are 
neither eaten nor drank. 

In conclusion, in my opinion, ganja and charas 
are for the use of devotees generally. They use 
them because these drags in the first place extin¬ 
guish desire for sexual intercourse and in the 
second place they feel with them veiy little effects 
of cold in winter season, feel no necessity for cloth¬ 
ing, and if at any time they cannot get food they 
take these drags only, and do not mind for it. 
The use of these drags is prohibited to ordinary 
people because they do them injury, lose sexual 
power, cause sterility, impair brain, and produce 
insanity. Bhang is not so injurious as ganja and 
charas. On some occasions it is useful, as, when a 
jeweller drinks it he examines jewels, when jogis 
(fakirs) use it they devote their minds to the wor¬ 
ship of God, and adulterer for adultery. Besides 
these it cures diseases, such as cough, paralysis, 
cholera, is digestive and refreshing, increases 
seminal powers, and produces sleep. Ganja and. 
charas are also prescribed in certain diseases to 
which they are beneficial. 
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EVIDENCE OF COORG WITNESSES. 


1. Evidence of Me. A. Boppanna, Planter, Bepunaad , Green Hills, Coorg. 


1. I have seen wild hemp plants growing, and 
have also seen people who have used hemp drugs 
and also seen them smoking ganja. I also heard 
from others using the hemp drugs. 

2. Subji is also called here by the name of 
“ ramrasa.” 

8. Smokers throw the seeds around their huts, 
and there they grow wildly, 

4. Jaday bhangi and phoo bhangi. 

5. They grow in the months of May and June, 
particularly on burnt soil, and they require 50 to 
60 inches of rain. They grow on lands between 
three to five thousand feet above the level of the 
sea. 

6. Ordinarily dense. 

11. They are raised from the seed of the wild 
hemp. 

12. I hear some people cultivate wild hemp, and 
-the male plant is extirpated in such cases. 

18. I think it is restricted. People can culti¬ 
vate after obtaining license in any pail, of the 
country if the soil is burnt. 

15. The wild female plants, called Jada bhangi, 
are cut down and are exposed to the sun for a day, 
then the branches are collected into bundles and 
are exposed to the sun and dew alternately during 
the nights and days. This continues for two or 
three days, then they are preserved after being 
wrapped up in thick coarse cloths or Jcamblis. 
The leaves are pounded after being moistened with 
water, and the juice is squeezed out before the 
pounded mass is used for smoking. 

18. They say ganja does not deteriorate in 
keeping if well preserved. The cause of deteriora¬ 
tion is exposure to the air. 

19. Ganja is used only for smoking. 

20. Wild tribes, such as Palayars, Kapalas? 
Karaters, fakirs and bairagis, and r Malabar coolies 
and Muhammadans. Individuals here and there 
of the Eraver class smoke ganja j but it is quite 
common among the other classes mentioned by me. 
In the estates and jungles. 

24. I hear low class Muhammadans drink bhan¬ 
gi, called in Canarese “ ramras,” in the time of 
Muharram. 

25. Use of ganja is, I think, on the increase. 
Coffee and cardamom estates are now opened, and 
the large gang of coolies working in them take to 
ganja smoking. 

26. Almost all of moderate consumers. 

27'. Lazy and idle life, fakir’s and bairagi’s life, 
beggarly life, and people working in the cardamom 
jungle, and some coolies working in the coffee 
estates, and wild tribes, as a rule, take to ganja 
smoking. 

28. (a) Two or three pies. 

(b) Six pies. 

29. (a) Tobacco is ordinarily mixed up with 
ganja for smoking. I hear the bhang massala 


mixed with ganja is made up of dried Bengal gram, 
cardamom, ghee, raisin, almond, sugar, or jagri, 
and also a seed called in Hindustani “tope. 1 " 

30. Confined to male sex. It is not used by 
children. 

31. Not easily formed. They say it is diffi¬ 
cult to break off. There is a tendency of moderate 
smoking of ganja, dfeveloping into the excessive. 

83. Use of the drag is looked upon by the public 
as detrimental to health. 

34. No j it would not be a serious privation. 

85. It would be feasible to prohibit the use of 
these drags. These drags would be consumed 
illicitly. The prohibition can be enforced by legis¬ 
lation, to prevent people from cultivating or collect¬ 
ing the wild plants, from possessing and from pui’- 
chasing or selling any of these drags. Privation 
would occasion some discontent among the con¬ 
sumers, but would not be so serious as to amount 
to any political danger. 

41. (b) Smokers say moderate use of ganja is 
beneficial, giving staying-power under' severe 
exertion or exposure or to alleviate fatigue. 

(c) I think it is preventive of disease in mala¬ 
rious and unhealthy tracts. I refer to moderate 
habitual use. 

42. I think ganja is not beneficial and is not 
harmless, because I find the smokers weak in 
body and in intellect. They always appear to be 
dull and careless. 

43. I think they are offensive to their neigh¬ 
bours owing to the smell. 

44. It produces intoxication and giddiness. 
They say it creates appetite, and they eat more 
food after smoking. Intoxication lasts about two 
or three hours; they feel restless afterwards. Yes 
it does ; and they try to smoke again. 

45. It impairs the constitution. It causes loss 

of appetite in course of time. It causes dysentery, 
because several of the smokers complain of it. It 
does impair the moral sense. It induces laziness. 
It deadens the intellect. It appears to produce 
some insanity of a temporary character, because 
when they are under its influence they appear to 
talk all sorts of things. 1 

49, I hear the subji or ramrasa is used by 
prostitutes. I think the use of hemp tends to pro¬ 
duce impotence. 

51. I think a large portion of bad characters 
are habitual moderate consumer^, 

53. I think it does in the case of those who eat 
and drink bhangi preparation. 

62. I think it should be controlled, and it is 
feasible ; method suggested by me in answering 
question 35. 

65. I think taxation of these drags would be 
reasonable if the tax is levied, and that a heavy 
one. It would not only tend to prevent excessive 
use of these drugs, but will also prevent several 
poor people from having recourse to it. 
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86. I think a higher rate of tax should be levied 
for a more injurious drag. 

67. I have no objection^ to the taxing of the 

drugs. 

68. There are licensed shops in Coorg for the 
sale of drags or preparations. 

69. No, not to my knowledge. I think local 
public opinion ought to be considered. 


70. I also hear the bhangi is also mixed up in a. 
sweetmeat preparation called “ kamier'" or “ halwa ” 
(in Hindustani) and sold in sweet meat shops. 

I also hear that mutton, after it is well boiled, 
is mixed up with bhangi, condiments, Bpices, dried 
cocoanut and kuskus, and is roasted in ghee. It is 
then eaten with bread, particularly by Muham¬ 
madans. This preparation is called “ bhangi 
dhallianha,” 


2. Evidence of Mukkati Iyapfa, 

1. I have seen some people who grow and use 
hemp in this country. 

2, Here people prepare only ganja or bhang, 
both of which are known by me. Preparation of 
charas is unknown here. So I had no opportuni¬ 
ties of knowing it. Here ganja is more extensive¬ 
ly used than bhang. Ganja is known as Jade- 
bhangi, and bhang is known as Hoovo-bhangi. 

8. I know no place where it grows spontane¬ 
ously. 

4. Here it is known only by one name, viz,, 
Bhangi-gida. 

5. There are no special conditions regarding the 
matter referred. 

7. (a) Yes. 

(5) No. 

(e) Yes. 

\d) No. 

To a very small extent—the coolies, such as 
Yeravas and Kurabs, near their huts. 

9. I know veiy little. The seeds are sown 
broadcast in rich soil mixed with burnt clay and 
afterwards transplanted in good rich soil. 

10. Some of the low class coolies grow the plant 
for their own use. 

14. (c) To a small extent, see answer to question 
7. Ganja and bhang are prepared and used by 
growers. 

15. All seeds in ganja or jade-bhangi are first 
removed. Then it is made wet, and immediately 
afterwards all water squeezed out with the palms 


Cultivator , Davanagiri , Coorg. 

of the hand; and then some dry tobacco leaf (pow¬ 
dered) is generally mixed with it,, and then the 
drug is smoked in chillumt or hukas, 

19. Ganja is used only for smoking. 

21. Plat ganja or jade-bhangi is preferred to 
other kinds for smoking. 

23. Bhang is smoked only when ganja is not 
procurable. 

27. Mostly aboriginal tribes and other low class 
labourers. 

29. Only tobacco is mixed with ganja at 1 : 2 
for smoking. 

30. Only adults (men) smoke it. 

33. The use of ganja is in disrepute among 
people not addicted to smoking. 

34. I do not consider it to be a serious privation 
to any class of consumers, as they can take to 
smoking tobacco until the habit is entirely given 
up. 

85. If the cultivation of hemp is prohibited, the 
habit can be easily checked. The number addicted 
to smoke ganja being very small, there will be no 
danger of any land to anybody. Only poorer class¬ 
es who cannot afford to buy alcoholic stimulants 
smoke ganja, and they are not likely to get into 
other habits. 

47. Some of the children of moderate consumers- 
so easily get into the habit by constant presence- 
before the parent, that it is difficult to allude it to 
auy other cause than hereditary. 
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EVIDENCE OF BALUCHISTAN WITNESSES. 


1. Evidence of Major G. Gaisfokd, Deputy Commissioner, Quetta, Baluchistan, 


1. I have been in charge of a district for over 
feat years and have had opportunities of seeing 
the people of -all classes. 

2. None of the drags are grown in the district, 
except a very small quantity of bhang. Charas 
and ganja are not prepared "here. The definitions 
of charas and ganja may be accepted. No dis¬ 
tinction is made in the district in the different 
varieties of ganja. The drag used in this district 
is called “ pathar ” 

8. In the Quetta sub-division of the district 
only a small quantity is grown. 

4. The plant is called bhang. 

7. The cultivation of the hemp plant is carried 
in Ahmed Khanzai, in the Quetta sub-district, to 
a veiy inappreciable extent, for use as bhang. 

8. There has been no appreciable increase or 
decrease in the cultivation. 

10. Only one or two zamindars cultivate the 
plant. 

11. Never. 

12. None. 

18. See answer to question 7. 

14. None. 

18. Bhang, charas and ganja deteriorate after 
three years. 

19. Ganja and charas are only used for smok¬ 
ing. 

20. Ganja and charas are chiefly used in this 
district by the low class Indians residing in Quetta 
and other bazars. Proportion cannot be ascer¬ 
tained. 

21. In this district the ganja called “ pathar ” 
is used. 

22. Foreign charas is used. It is chiefly 
imported from Punjab and Afghanistan. 

23. Bhang is not used for smoking. 

24. Same as answer against question 20. 


25. The use of ganja, charas and bhang seems 
to be on the decrease in this district. The 
country is becoming more settled, and the low class 
Indians, who were numerous during war time, have 
decreased in numbers. 

28. (a) Bhanw, Ganja. Oliarus. 

2 tolas 1 tola 1 tola. 

Cost 5 pies As. 1-6 As. 4. 

(J) liliang. Ganja. CImran. 

4 tolas 2 tolas 4 tolas. 

Cost 91 pies. As. 3 Re 1. 

30. Bhang is used in solitude. Ganja and 
charas are generally used in company. It is not 
usual for children to consume these drugs. 

31. The habit of consuming bhang is easily 
formed. It is not difficult to'break off Hub. Cha¬ 
ras and ganja develop into the excessive. 

32. Among the Hindu sect called Bam Bargis 
the consumption of bhang is regarded as essential. 
It is given in very moderate quantity, and is not 
likely to lead to the formation of the habit. The 
quantity used is too small to be injurious. 

38. The consumption of charas is in disrepute, as 
it is only used by people of low classes. 

37. The effects do not differ. 

38. None. 

48. Yes. 

47. No. The use does not appear to be here¬ 
ditary. 1 

58. The present excise system of the province 
is working well. 

60. Ganja is not grown in this district. 

61. Charas is not produced in this district. 

62. The cultivation in the district is so very 
small that no control seems necessary at present. 

63. 64 and 68. None 

69. The wishes of the people are not consulted. 


2. Evidence of Kazi Imamuddin, Extra Assistant Commissioner, Pishin . 


3. Not of* any kind in this sub-division. It 
grows spontaneously in Kangra and Kulu districts 
(Punjab province). 

7. Not in this sub-division. 

18. Charas and bhang are deteriorated by keep¬ 
ing of three years in a wet place, so necessary 
measures to prevent deterioration are to keep them 
aside from wet place or wet season. 

19. As far as known, ganja and charas are only 
used for smoking, but it has also been ascertained 
that habitual consumers do eat charas to complete 
their intoxication. 

20. These drugs are generally used without any 
distinction of classes among Sindhis and Purbias, 
as several Thakurs and Brahmins of these countries 
are seen in this habit. Several residents of Kan- 

vol. vii. 


dahar among Musalmans and Hindus are also in 
habit of smoking charas. 

21, Only chur ganja is used somewhere in this 
sub-division, and in my opinion it is preferred by 
smokers, 

22. It is imported from British India and 
Afghanistan territories. 

24. Only menial sects of Muhammadan and 
Hindu nations of the Punjab province eat or drink 
bhang, as it is considered a shameful event to see a 
lad of good family of this province and India too 
indulge in this habit and called a bhangi, 

25. Certainly in decrease in this sub-division 
and in other provinces too. 

28. Rs. a. P. 

(a) 0 0 6 . . j tola at four tolas per rupee. 

(b) 0 2 0 . . 4 do. do, 

3 B 
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29. Dhatura is sometimes mixed by excessive 
consumers for excess of intoxication. 

80, Only male sex. Bhang is also given to 
Muhammadan children at time of their circumci¬ 
sion in place of chloroform. 

81. Habit of consuming these drugs is formed 
in two months if used daily without fail. Ten¬ 
dency is certain in case of any of these drugs for 
the moderate habit to develop into the excessive. 

32. These drugs are strictly prohibited amongst 
Muhammadans according to their religious laws 
and regulations, 

35. As these drugs are not in common use 
among the inhabitants of this sub-division, it is 
feasible and an easy task to prohibit the use of 
these drugs. Though it will agitate some discon¬ 
tent among the excessive consumers, but discontent 
of such men cannot amount to a political danger. 

36. Somewhere in the sub-division where mode¬ 
rate consumers can spare money, they substitute 
alcohol for these drugs. 


51. There are none out of the original inhabit¬ 
ants of this sub-division who are habitual con¬ 
sumers. There are some men of other countries, as 
of Punjab and Kandahar, etc., who are moderate 
habitual consumers, but their character has never 
been noted under influence of these drugs. 

52. None. 

53. No case of this nature has come before me 
for an instant during the past three years in this 
sub-division. 

54. Ditto. But criminals generally fortify 
themselves in other places or districts to commit 
a premeditated act of violence or other ciimes with 
use of these drugs. 

55. No ease of such nature in this sub-division, 
but criminals do further their designs and induce 
tlieir victims to partake of these drugs, and 
complete stupefaction can thus be induced by these 
drugs without admixture if given to a man who 
has never taken any of these drugs for intoxica¬ 
tion. 


3. Evidence of Babtj Kedar Nath, Head Clerk of the Political Agent, Kalat. 


3. It does not grow spontaneously in the Bolan 
Pass ; nor is it known to grow wild in Baluehistam. 

4, 5 and 6. No information available. 

7. None in the Bolan Pass, but a little in Kalat 
territory. 

8 . mi. 

9. Information not available. 

10. Hemp is not cultivated in the Bolan. The 
cultivators in foreign territory are the same as 
other agricultural cultivators. 

11,12 and 13. There is none to be found. 

14. None in the Bolan. 

15, 16, 17 and 18. No information available. 

19. Only for smoking. 

20. Fakirs, also Baluchis smoke ganja. 

23. No. 

24. Fakirs, also Pathans and Baluchis. 

25. Baroo, an old Bania, resident of Sibi, says 
that men smoke ganja and drink bhang in society, 


because the drugs are available than they used be¬ 
fore. 

26, 27 and 28. Particulars not available. 

29. Information not available, 

30. Consumed more in company than solitude* 
Children never smoke. Fakirs' women sometimes 
smoke. 

31. (6) It is difficult to break off. 

ft) No. 

32. 88, 84, 35 and 36. Information not available. 

40. Yes, but very seldom. 

41. No information available, 

49. Yes, but not in general. 

68. Yes. 

69. Yes. It is known that workmen will con¬ 
sume drugs; if workmen cannot purchase what they 
want, they will not come to work. 

70. No. Duty is paid on imported drags. 
There is no general use of untaxed drugs. 


4. Evidence of Muhammad Yusup, Hospital Assistant, New Chaman. 


1. While in 1888 up to 1891 I was in charge of 
Ferozepore and Hoshiarpur Branch Dispensaries, 
and here particularly I studied and enquired about 
the subject, and got some information from con¬ 
sumers and other people. 

2. The definitions are accepted in the province 
(New Chaman), namely, ganja, charas and bhang. 

19. Here only charas is used for smoking, and 
ganja is not used here, not even sold. 

23. Bhang is never used here for smoking, and, 
as far as I know, is not used elsewhere for smoking 
purposes. 

28. {<]) Bhang 4 chittak for 6 pies, and charas 3 
mashas per anna, (5) Bhang 4 chittaks of 2 
annas, and charas 2 tolas of 8 annas, 

29. Tobacco is ordinarily mixed with charas and 
is smoked ; exceptionally is not known. These in¬ 
gredients are not mixed here with any of them. 
Sweet almonds, poppy seeds, sugar, and black 


pepper are mixed often as bhang massala, but here 
nothing is sold by the shopkeeper for the purpose; 
it lies only in the will of the consumer. 

30, Bhang half or one chittak ( Doz. or 2 oz.) 
in solitude, and half a seer or one pound in 
company of eight or ten men. Charas 3 mashas or 
45 grains in solitude; sometimes in habitual excessive 
use it is smoked up 2 tolas or 6 drachms. They 
say that in Sukkur, Ron, Multan, and Dera Ghazi 
Khan bhang is used by women as well as by men; 
and it is usual in Sind for mothers to give somewhat 
to their children also. 

31, The habit of consuming any of them is not 
easily formed, except they are used for months. 
It is easy to break off the habit. There is no ten¬ 
dency for the moderate habit to develop into ths 
excessive, yet very rare examples are seen in some 
foolish persons. 

82. No religion, as far as I have known, gives 
liberty for the use of these drags. 
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88. I am not aware of. 

37, They say that if bhang be given to the man 
who is in the habit of smoking charas it would not 
satisfy him, and so vice versa. 

39. Cannot explain properly. 

40. As far as I have known, no native doctor 
uses them for medicinal purposes. On enquiry I 
have found that none of them is used in cattle- 
disease. 

41. Not beneficial as a food accessory or diges¬ 
tive. Yes, it gives staying-power under severe 
exertion or exposure, and alleviates fatigue to habi¬ 
tual consumers. It is not known to me as a febri¬ 
fuge, etc., elsewhere. , Not known. 

42. The moderate use of any of these is harm¬ 
less. This explanation is given by those who use 


(d) No. 

(e) Generally it does. 

(/) Never except in excessive use. Such sort 
of cases have never been noticed by me up to this 
time. 

46. Yes, it produces noxious effects. Yes, it 
impairs constitution. Yes; it causes indigestion. 
It causes bronchitis and asthma. Generally it 
impairs the senses. Yes; it is believed it produces 
insanity; it causes madness only, but harmless. 
Y es; they confess when they return to their senses. 

47. Rarely they are hereditary; generally they 
produce the habit themselves. It is not Known 
that it affects their children. 

48. Please see my answer No. 47, the same for 
this also. 


them. 

44. To habitual consumers any of these drugs 
gives stimulation. Not refreshing, but produces 
dryness in system. Yes, it produces intoxication, 
but does not make one senseless. Yes; it allays 
hunger of habitual consumers. Yes, it creates 
appetite. The effect lasts for some hours, but 
keeps them in satisfaction up to the fixed time of 
next day. Yes; it produces longing or uneasiness 
if not taken in time. 

45. (a) Yes; it produces noxious effects. 

(A) Yes; it does. 

(c) By eating in excess. 


49. Yes; I have been informed that bhang only 
is used as an aphrodisiac. Yes; it is more injurious 
than if used ordinarily as a narcotic; because, for 
aphrodisiac purposes they use to excess, and when 
intoxicated, they lose their sexual power more. 
Generally it is used by prostitutes. Yes ; it pro¬ 
duces impotency. 

50. Please see my remark on No. 49. 

56. Cannot answer satisfactorily. 

57. (They are merely used in smoking. 

In conclusion, it is my opinion that these things 
should be discontinued. 


5. Evidence of Wabyam Singh, Hospital Assistant, Pishin. 


2. These narcotics are not natural products in 
this ilaka. These are imported here from other 
provinces, and called as bhang, charas and ganja. 
But these are called in the Punjab by the follow¬ 
ing names:—bhang,—sukha, subji, buti; charas—- 
sulfa; ganja—ganja. 

19. For smoking only. 

23. No. 

28. ( a ) Bhang: 8 tolas, cost 5 pies. 

Charas: 4 tola, cost 2 annas, 

Ganja : 1 tola, cost 2 annas. 

(6) Bhang: 4 seer, cost 2 annas 8 pies. 

Charas: 2 tolas, cost 8 annas. 

Ganja: 2 tolas, cost 4 annas. 

29. (a) Sugar or salt, black pepper, cucumber 
seeds, melon seeds, poppy heads, seeds, milk, and 
almonds, etc., are used as ingredients of bhang. 

(6) Dhatura is mixed with the bhang, and chains 
sometimes is .mixed by excessive habitual consumer^ 
to complete their intoxication. Habitual con¬ 
sumers also prepare a mixture of bhang, alcohol, 
and opium. This mixture is called mudra. I 
do not know bhang massala. 

80. Consumption of each three dings is ordi¬ 
narily used in company of about 5 men about 4 
chittaks bhang, 3 tolas charas, 6 tolas ganja. 
Most of the consumers of these drags are men and 
prostitutes. 

81. Habit of consuming these drags is formed 
easily. It is difficult to break it off amongst habi¬ 
tual consumers, and as regards to tendency it is a 
Well-known fact that these drugs develop from a 
moderate into an excessive use in a very little time. 

32. No. 

86. I do not know, 
vol, vii. 


40. Sometimes bhang and its compounds are 
used in tetanus, hydrophobia, rheumatism and in 
uterine diseases. 

41. Bhang in its moderate use creates false 
appetite, but as stomach does not want really food- 
ing to such a quantity as a man eats, therefore its 
preliminary results are dyspepsia and dyspeptic 
diarrhoea, etc. 

42. I do not think use of these drags more 
harmless than any other intoxicating drugs. 

44. Immediate effects are refreshing. It pro¬ 
duces intoxication. In some cases it allays hunger, 
and in other creates appetite (false). Habitual 
consumers feel inclination at their fixed time when 
the effects are lost, and they feel great uneasiness 
if they do not get it in the fixed time. 

45. It injures the digestion. Yes; it causes 
dysentery and bronchitis. It induces laziness. 

47 and 48. No. 

49, Moderate use of these drugs is known 
amongst consumers aphrodisiac, and their use is 
more injurious than its use as narcotic, because 
they shall form easily a habit for aphrodisiac. Its 
use tends impotency also. 

50. Excessive use of these drags tends total 
impotency. 

56. Effects in moderation refreshing ; in excess 
sedative, Dhatura is sometimes administered to 
victims by criminals in any of these drugs. 

In conclusion, as regards my opinion for U6e 
of these drags, I would say that habitual con¬ 
sumers become totally unfit for bodily exertions, 
and especially those who are excessive, 

3 n 2 
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6. Evidence of Mohammad Akbab Ali Khan, Senior Hospital Assistant, Quetta . 


1. During my service of twenty-two years I 
have had frequent occasions to come in contact 
with fakirs, bairagis (mendicants), and sick men 
who were addicted to the use of these drags. 

2. Yes. Same names as given in this question, 

19. For smoking only. 

28. Never. 

28. (a) Ganja £ tola; price 
varies at different 
stations. £ to 1 anna. 

Bhang £ oz. ; price 
varies at different 
stations . . £ anna. 

(i b ) Ganja 3 to 6 tolas; 
price varies at 
different stations . 3 to 5 annas. 


the people called Chaubes in Mathura; that of gan¬ 
ja amongst bairagis (mendicants) in Ajudhia and 
pandes in Gaya. Charas is widely made use of by 
Pathans in Central India. Kahars excessively 
indulge in charas smoking. 

(c) Yes; except in the ease of Pathans. 

36. No. 

37. Ganja is more intoxicating than bhang, but 
its effects do not last as long as that of bhang. 
Ganja at the commencement increases qppetite, 
but when long continued it tends to dimmish it. 
Ganja and charas tend to produce bronchitis. 
Bhang not so. 

40. (a) Yes, smoking of ganja leaves is pre¬ 
scribed in cases of spasmodic asthma with good 
result. 


Bhang 2 to 4 oz.j 
price varies at 
different stations . 1 to 2 annas. 

29. Ordinary tobacco is added to ganja and 
charas for smoking. 

The following ingredients are usually mixed with 
bhang, the object being to counteract its unplea¬ 
sant effects, such as thirst, dryness of throat, etc., 
and render it palatable •.—almond'* 1 2 , black pepper* 
aniseed*, kahu* (seeds of a plant), kulfa* (seeds of 
a plant) coriander seeds*, cucumber seeds*, milk, 
sugar, water. 

30. Extends to female sex also, but to a small 
extent. A preparation of sweetmeat called majum 
is sold in the bazar. It contains bhang; it is 
chiefly used in cases of children, particularly for 
small boys when they are to be circumcised, and in 
girls when their eaps or nose are to be pierced, the 
object being to render the little ones fearless to the 
operation. 

81. («) No. 

(6) and (e) Yes. 

32. (a) The use of bhang is customary amongst 

• These form bhang masrala, also known as thandni. 


(A) Used in cases of cattle before operation as 
prophylactic of tetanus. 

41. (a) Yes; ganja and bhang, not charas. 

(6) Yes. 

(c) Smoking ganja leaves as a preventive or palli¬ 
ative in asthma. 

44. Refreshing, intoxicating, and inducing ap¬ 
petite. The effect of charas lasts for about two 
hours, that of ganja three to four hours, and that 
of bhang eight to twelve hours. 

45. The long and continued use of charas and 
ganja impairs constitution, and causes partial loss 
of appetite, and sometimes bronchitis; induces lazi* 
nesB and habit of debauchery. 

47 and 48. No. 

49. (a) and (6) Yes.. 

(e) Yes, its primary effect as an aphrodisiac leads 
to excessive debauchery, whereby generative organs 
are weakened, resulting into impotence. 

56. Ganja and bhang (chiefly majum) are 
sometimes employed with criminal intent, dhatura 
being mixed with bhang. 


7. Evidence of Bhugwan Bass, Khattri, Hospital Assistant, Quetta. 


1. Personal experience. 

2. Yes. Charas, ganja and bhang. Majum is 
a compound of bhang butter and sugar. 

19. Ganja and charas especially used only for 
smoking. 

23. Not to my knowledge. 

Its. a. p. 

28. (a) Bhang \ chittack, cost .006 

Charas 3 mashas 45 grains, 
cost . . . .010 

(A) Bhang 4 chittacks, cost .020 

Charas 1 tola, cost . .040 

29. Bhang, ganja and charas are used as they 
are. Not known to me, 

30. In solitude to a small extent. Male sex 
only, but almost all prostitutes and women of ill- 
fame use it, but until 20 years of age generally. 

81. (•?) and (4) Yes. 

(c) Yes, always; most common in bad company 
and idleness. 

82. No custom, social or religions, allows the 
use of these drags, hut among low class of people 


it is customary to keep it ready when there is a 
punehait, in case anybody may want it. Bhang is 
generally used by some classes of people on certain 
festivals, but it is not essential. Yes ; injurious in 
its after-effects. Among fakirs and sadhus it is a 
necessary article for fixing ideas on divinity. 

By the use of the drug the mental faculties of 
the brain are excited, that the subjeets are able to 
evolve sublime ideas, but under the excessive use of 
the drug the ideas continue rising to an enormous 
pitch which we name perversion of ideas or insanity. 

36. Yes; the aelohol is very commonly used, the 
drunkards are daily found by the road sides. The 
alcohol being used by Europeans, whose example is 
naturally followed by the natives, and it is'a 
stronger and diffusible drink, much more easy to 
obtain it than formerly; the use of alcohol is consi¬ 
dered no more sin at present; effects of alcohol is to 
dilate the cutaneous capillaries, therefore mostly- 
used when wavmth is required, in preference to 
hemp preparations, which only affects the sensi¬ 
bility of the cutaneous nerves. 

37. Bhang does not affect the nutritipn of th e 
body so long as it is taken in a very diiutsd form. 
It is an innocent drink in the above form, especial- 
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ly when it is mixed, as the ease is generally, with 
milk, seeds of cucumber and almonds to wash 
out the deleterious substance from the bod.y 
through the urinary and digestive systems. Ganja 
affects nutrition of the body ; the charas more so. 

39. Smoking of ganja and chains is less injuri¬ 
ous than eating and drinking; in the former case 
the essential parts of the drug being smoked only; 
the effect in this form is more rapid. 

40. No, 

41. No. 

(a) No. 

(b) Yes, to some extent. 

(e) and (4) No. 

42. It is harmful in every ease. 

44. (a) Refreshing and intoxicating. 

(4) Yes. 

(e) Yes; false appetite if any. 

(/) Two to four hours. 

(j) and (b) Yes. 

45. (f) Yes, it produces emaciation, weakness 
and dryness of blood. 

(b) and (c) Yes, 

(d) Bronchitis and asthma almost common. 

(i») Becomes impotent, lazy, and nervous 
weakness. 

(f) Yes, insanity is almost certain result if 
the practice is continued long or used excessively. 
Predisposing cause in cases where there is no here¬ 
ditary tendency, and exciting cause where it exists. 
Acute mania, both of temporary and permanent 
forms. Yes, the symptoms may be re-induced. 
■'Congested state of c^junctiva. 


No. A near relative of mine who used the 
charas in moderation at first died of mania of per¬ 
manent form, in which case all the known treat¬ 
ments were v of no avail, and there was no here¬ 
ditary tendency in the family. 

46. It kills the persons much more rapidly by 
destroying the brain functions and thereby produc¬ 
ing mania. 

47 and 48. No. Yes, children are small and 
weakly. 

49. No j it produces impotency. Sadhus and 
fakirs use it for this purpose alone. Prostitutes 
use it more particularly by its intoxicating effects, 
and also it is said by them that it keeps the private 
parts diy. 

50. As above. In aggravated form. 

56. Not known to me. 

57. Not to my knowledge. 

In conclusion, ganja and charas produce bron¬ 
chitis and asthma , and after a long use, insanity. 
The offsprings are thin and weakly. Their use 
must be stopjed. They are the causes of ruina¬ 
tion of many families, more specially often the 
smoker, the head of the family, becomes lazy and 
lunatic. It is much less injurious than alcohol and 
inexpensive. The alcohol first of all to be stopped, 
which is very excessively used than formerly. The 
ganja and charas come next to alcohol ; besides the 
smoker of charas and ganja does not commit a 
crime as a drunkard does ; alcohol deranges the 
whole organs and is very expensive drink. The 
habitual Bmoker or eater does not commit crimes, 
but I hear it is used occasionally by those un¬ 
accustomed to it as a strong stimulant. 
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EVIDENCE OF BURMA WITNESSES. 


Evidence of Colonel H. R. Spearman, Commissioner, Tenasserim Division . 


1. Thirty-one years 1 experience as Assistant 
Commissioner, Deputy Commissioner and Com¬ 
missioner. 

20. Ganja,—Natives of India temporarily in 
Burma ; proportion unknown to me j localities, 
wherever they may be and can get it. 

Charas unknown to me. I have never come 
across a Burman, Shan, or Karen consumer of 
either ganja or charas. 

25, I have not any reason to think it increasing 
or decreasing. Any increase there may be is due 
to the large influx of natives of India (troops, 
military police, and followers) since the .annexa¬ 
tion of Upper Burma, 

33. By Burmans and persons of cognate races 
as highly disgraceful. Due to Buddhism and the 
training of centuries. 

34. No, Many natives of India, I think, give it 
up, because they cannot get ganja here without 
great difficulty, risk and cost. 

35. The mere possession is, and has been for 
years, prohibited. 

58. Might perhaps (?) be improved. 

59, Possession is now punishable with line or 
with imprisonment. It should be punishable with 
rigorous imprisonment only. As a Magistrate, I 
found imprisonment a much better deterrent than 
fine, and in awarding it had the whole Burman 
population with me. 

62, Is, and should, [continue to be, absolutely 
prohibited. The annual classification of crops for 
revenue purposes is a sufficient means of control. 

64. No. Import is, and should remain, abso¬ 
lutely prohibited. 

70. No. No duty. No general use. 

Oral evidence. 

Question 1 .—I have been thirty-two years in 
Burma—in all parts of Lower Burma without ex¬ 
ception. I was fifteen months in Bhamo in 1871- 
72, but know nothing of Upper Burma. 

Question. 20 .—I have never been in the Shan 
country, and speak only of what I have seen in 
Lower Burma. 

Question 25 .—I personally know nothing of anv 
extensive smuggling, not more extensive than it 
used to be. One hears of it through the Post 
Office. Smuggling at ports through the Customs 
House would not come to my knowledge except 
when the Excise Officer had to interfere : this is 
rare. Smuggling through the post office would 
come to my knowledge through the,Excise Officer’s 
diaries. Only two cases have (so far as my mem¬ 
ory serves me) come to my knowledge during the 
last two years while I have held charge of the 
Tenasserim Division. Before that I was in the 
Irrawaddy Division. I have no particular recollec¬ 
tion of smuggling there. It has to be remembered 
that the greater portion of the smuggling from the 
sea would come through .Rangoon ; and I have no 


personal knowledge of that, though I used to hear 
a great deal about it in newspapers and in casual 
statements which I had neither means nor desire 
of verifying. I have no confidence that I have 
ascertained the facts about smuggling. I do not 
mean at all to assert that there is little smuggling, 
but simply that I personally have no facts. 

Since the Government prohibited the drug it has 
done nothing special to enforce the prohibition. It 
has left it to its officers to cany out the orders 
issued. It has left it to its officers to arrest the 
offenders and its magistrates to punish them. I 
have no recollection of any orders of any kind being 
issued by Government, I have no recollection of 
any censures or strictures regarding ganja in Ex¬ 
cise Reports. The stern prohibition issued by Sir 
Ashley Eden still remains in force, and I under¬ 
stand Government considers it sufficient. In my 
opinion it is the most that can be done. I do not 
see that anything else can be done, though it is not 
sufficient to absolutely prevent smuggling. I con¬ 
sider that there is no need of increase in zeal in 
enforcing this prohibition in my Division. If I 
heard casually even of smuggling there, I should 
have it carefully inquired into. The annexation 
of Upper Burma has not had any appreciable effect 
in increasing the rate of immigration of natives of 
India into Tenasserim. The normal rate has con¬ 
tinued. There have also been some grants of land 
given to natives of India in the north of my Divi¬ 
sion, and this has perhaps slightly increased immi¬ 
gration. Natives of India work better than Bur- 
mans, But the Indian population is not very 
markedly greater than twenty years ago in pro¬ 
portion to the general increase of population in my 
Division. If anything, immigration will increase. 
There is no ground to believe that it will cease. 

Question 34 .—I cannot say that the prohi¬ 
bition has succeeded as regards the natives of 
India, as I cannot say that there is no ganja in the 
country. The consumption of ganja would, how¬ 
ever, I believe, have been very much larger among 
them if there had been no prohibition. I can 
answer for Tenasserim and Irrawaddy. My state¬ 
ment that many natives of India give up the drug 
owing to the difficulty, risk and cost of getting it 
is based on conversations with respectable natives 
of India. I believe, however, that ganja is a 
marketable commodity though expensive, and that 
any native (Burman or any one else) who wishes 
it could get it if he paid the price. This, no doubt, 
gives Burmans a chance of becoming consumers. 
I am exceedingly anxious to prevent as much as 
possible Burmans from becoming consumers. They 
cannot control passion. They exceed in opium or 
liquor as well as in revenge ; and would, I believe, 
exceed in ganja if they took it. At present they 
only use it for elephants, etc., and rarely put leaves 
in curry I believe. I consider the present opium 
license system a bad one, and I should consider 
such a measure in regard to ganja equally unad- 
visable. There is no chance of checking opium by 
the present system. It seems to me that the 
proper measure would be to have licensed shops 
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and only license consumption there, except in the 
case of respectable Chinamen, who might be 
allowed to take out licenses at the discretion of 
the Deputy Commissioner. That would have 
checked consumption by Burmans. I would not 
recommend such a system in regard to ganja, 
because there is no established use of ganja. 
Opium is lawfully Sold in the country. Besides 
that, opium is used by Burmans already ; ganja 
is not. I would stop ganja by punishing posses¬ 
sion with rigorous imprisonment, and also by 
fining ships in which it is found without owner. 
I would leave as little as possible to the discretion 
of administering officers. Punishment should fall 
with absolute certainty and in fixed degree. Fine 
is useless, because if you fine lightly you do not 
punish the man, while a heavy fine is so difficult to 
realize that the higher judicial officers object to 
them, and imprisonment is better in every way. 
I should regard the matter purely from the Bur- 
man point of view, without regarding in the least 
the discomfort, or hardship, or suffering of natives 
of India. If they choose to come to this country 
they must accept the conditions there. 

The improvement alluded to in my written 
answer No. 58 is that indicated in answer No. 59, 
viz,, this increased rigour. 

In regard to opium we have found that some 
Burmans would not register at all and that others 
registered eagerly to enable them really to sell to 
other non-registered consumers. I regard the 
registering as utterly untrustworthy. The Bur¬ 
mans use alcohol. The use is extending, both the 
moderate and excessive use. The best Burmans 
take no intoxicant of any kind. 

I have never heard of the use of ganja by the 


Siamese. The Shans in Mergui district are almost 
invariably Siamese. I know nothing of cultiva¬ 
tion by them in that district. 

Letter from Colonel Spearman appended 
to his evidence. 

I have the honour to invite the attention of the 
Hemp Drugs Commission to my evidence given on 
the 6th instant, and to request that so much of this 
evidence as relates to ganja being “ marketable ” 
may he considered and dealt with in the light of 
the following remarks. 

2. I accepted the word “ marketable,” which 
was not mine, without claiming, as perhaps I ought 
to have claimed, a definition of the meaning the 
Commission put on the word. I accepted it, not 
in the last sense given in Webster’s Dictionaiy, 
but in one of the others, viz., “ saleable.” Those 
who want to buy can buy it if it is to be got. I 
meant it to be understood that in roy opinion, as 
founded in what I believe to be legitimate inferences 
from such facts as have come under my own observ¬ 
ation and as I have, as a matter of duty or other¬ 
wise, succeeded iu verifying, persons not known or 
suspected to be in the public service or employed as 
spies or informers can, with risk to themselves, 
greater or less, according to surrounding facts and 
circumstances, at a cost which can be measured on 
each occasion only, and with a delay which could 
only be similarly measured, obtain ganja. 

3. Briefly, but fully and accurately stated, my 
belief is that in my Division, and I decline to 
speak for any other, ganja is “ marketable " as 
smuggled tobacco is in England. 


2. Evidence of Lieutenant-Colonel C. B. Cooke, Commissioner of Pegu. 


1. The people of Burma not being addicted to 
the use of hemp drugs, my opportunities of obtain¬ 
ing information have been few. 

2. “ Se chauk ” or “ dried medicine ” is the 
ordinary name applied to ganja (flat or round) by 
the Burmese. It is also known as “bhin.” 

8. It is said to grow spontaneously in parts of 
Upper Burma. 

7. Its cultivation is forbidden by law. 

86. The use of the drug is prohibited in this 
province. The prohibition is intended to protect 
the indigenous population from acquiring a habit 
which is by some persons held to be a cause of 
insanity. 

Tho alien population of Burma at the time that 
the prohibition was ordered was insignificant in 
numbers; in the twenty years since the prohibition 
was ordered that population has probably increased 
500 fold, and the difficulties of enforcing the prohibi¬ 
tion have also increased; but still, I think, the 
prohibition should not be annulled. 

36. No. 


aut Secretary to Sir Ashley Eden when the 
report was made, in which the prohibition of the 
hemp drag was initiated. I have passed the 
greater part of my Burma service in Upper 
Burma, either as Political Officer at Bhamo before 
the annexation, or as Deputy Commissioner and 
Commissioner. Since that time I have never 
served in the Arakan Division, the circumstances 
of which are veiy different from those of the rest 
of Burma, the natives of the country being regard¬ 
ed by the true Burmese as foreigners. 

Question 3 .—I have never known the drag to 
be used as a narcotic by the Burmans. I am 
aware that the plant is said to be grown in 
Burma, aud I have heard that the leaves are 
occasionally used in flavouring curries, but I have 
not heard that the plant is cultivated in Burma, 
so as to make the resin accumulate in the flower 
head. I have had no experience of the Shans in 
their own States, so I cannot confirm or contradict 
the statements made by the ex-Sawbwa of Nyan- 
gywe, who probably knew what went on in his 
own State. 


58. Yes; I think it should be left unchanged. 

68. None are licensed. 

69. The wishes of the people are consulted 
usually before any new excise shop is licensed. 

Oral Evidence. 

Question 1 .—It is more than 25 years since 
I first came to Burma, but I passed seven years 
oat of this period in Central India. I was Assist- 


I have seen the plant growing spontaneously 
outside some three villages in Upper Burma 
among the rubbish heaps, but it was a mere weed 
not grown for any purpose. The plant was point¬ 
ed out to me, or I should not have known it. 
This experience and what I have heard forms, the 
foundation of my written answer that the plant 
grows spontaneously in Upper Burma. I heard 
about the existence of this spontaneous growth 
soon after the war. I have also heard of the 
cultivation for the leaves, but hone for the 
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fbnyn the leaves being used both in flavouring 
jMm ae I have stated above, and also for medi- 
oi^al irarposes. It is used, I know, for treating 
etephy rts, and I believe this practioe was brought 
fr«n India. The Burmese name of the plant is 
btan-bin, 

Question 85 .—Most of us officers in Burma 
know flat and round ganja, but oharas and bhang 
are not known, and these substances might pro¬ 
bably be imported without chance of detection. 
There is no doubt that ganja is now being import¬ 
ed iriilarger quantity than it was at the time of 
the prohibition. There are now more Indians in 
Burma, and therefore the drug is more in demand, 
frnri finds a ready sale at a high price. I think 
the drug sells in Burma for half its weight of 
Oliver. I think I may sav, that it can always be 
obtained at this price, but I have no facts to 
support the idea. I do not think the people of 
Jnfia. who are addicted to the drug would' go 
without it j but I cannot speak with any certainty, 
because I am not brought much into contact with 
jatives of India. Prosecutions for smuggling are 
reported in the monthly returns furnished by 
Magistrates subordinate to me. I should say that 
on the average there was as much as one case in 
every Magistrate’s court in every month. I cannot 
ipesjc for Rangoon, as the magisterial returns from 
ihe town do not come to me. The amounts with 
w hu|h these cases are concerned are generally small. 
The prosecutions are generally for possession of the 
drug and not for smuggling. The offenders are 
generally Chittagonians or Burmans, the latter of 
whom I believe are only go-betweens in the trade, 
for i do not hear of their being consumers of the 
drug. Mv Division does not march with the Shan 
States or Siam. I had to do with the Siam border 
when I was Commissioner of Tenasserim, but I do 
not remember to have heard of a single case of 
smuggling over that frontier. 

When I Bpoke above of the possibility of getting 
ganja in the market, I used ganja in the general 
sense as applying to the narcotio in any form, 
including oharas and bhang. I do not think that 
ganja, using the word to denote the long dried-up 
sticks with bunches of the resinous parts of the 

S attached, can be so easily procured. Un- 
jedly it, was .smuggled, I believe very largely, 
through the post office during the three years after 
our occupation of Mandalay. The smell of the 
drug was concealed by putting up dried fish or 
dried meat in the package. Two parcels of this 
kind were sent to me by the Postmaster of Man¬ 
dalay in 1888. The postmasters send parcels to the 
Dfiktrict Magistrate when they have reason to sus¬ 
pect smuggling. I don’t know of any orders on 
this subject, but there may be orders in the Postal 
Department. We reward the postal peons who 
bring the parcels, and I believe the rewards are 
distributed by the postal authorities. In the cases 
I dealt with, the addressee was present, and the 
parcel was opened before him. These parcels were 


addressed to Madrasis, and, I believe, they came, 
from the Madras Presidency. The magisterial 
returns would not show the details connected with 
the detection of the drugs, beyond the weight of 
the drug discovered. 

I remember that when recommending tbepro- 
hibition of the hemp drug, Sir Ashley Eden 
remarked to me that it was too late to prohibit 
opium in the same way, though he would have 
wished to do so, because shop had been opened and 
the' use established for seventeen years. Since the 
prohibition was established, no strong measures have 
been taken to enforce it j but in cases of detection 
punishment has been rigorous. I think the large 
number of prosecutions and the inconvenience in¬ 
volved in searches do undoubtedly require strong 
justification. I think they cannot be regarded as 
having succeeded in respect of the natives of 
India. They were much more successful during 
the first ten years than they have been since the 
large influx of natives of India. The prune 
object of these measures, however, was in the 
interest of the Burmans, and it has been fully re¬ 
alised. If after some years' experience the licensing 
system in regard to opium was found to succeed, 
I should withdraw my objection to the adoption 
of a similar system for ganja. 

Question 45 .—I was Political Officer in Bhamo 
from 1874 to 1877. I know something of the 
practice of the native Town Magistrate of Manda¬ 
lay under Burmese rales. An insane would not 
be taken notice of aB long as he was harmless. If 
violent, he would be dealt with summarily, and 
locked up in jail. 

Question 59.— I do not see how the prohibition is 
to be more strictly enforced than at present, 
because, I understand, the plant grows spontan¬ 
eously in many places in Upper Burma, and always 
contains the narcotic properties though it may 
not be in the form of true ganja. On the other 
hand, I could not recommend any relaxation of the 
prohibition, because the obstacles the Government has 
placed in the way of the Burmans procuring opium 
would be likely to make them turn to the hemp 
drag if it were legally procurable.The obstacles 
referred to consist iu the prohibition to supply 
opium to any Burman who is not a registered 
consumer. I do not think a similar measure in 
regard to ganja would be practicable any more than 
the measure is likely to be in regard to opium, for 
an unregistered consumer will be able to get bis 
supply through a native of India, and in the same 
way a registered consumer will be able to get more 
than his legal allowance. Even if ganja could 
not be obtained from the plant as grown in Burma, 
I should Btill be averse from licensing its sale, 
because I consider that the licensing system raises 
up a class whose interest it is to spread consump¬ 
tion. I think that any licensing system would 
be far less effectual as regards the Burmese than 
the present prohibition. 


3. Evidence of Mr. J, E. Bridges, Commissioner of the Eastern Division. 


With reference to the printed questions which 
halve been sent to me, I have the honour to inform 
you that as ganja and preparations of ganja are for¬ 
bidden in Burma, the only personal knowledge I 
have of gania has been derived from cases which 
have come before me as a Magistrate in Lower But- 
pu. The accused in ganja oases were always na- 
ifirea of India, uM the drug was produced in the 
%ied state. In UppOr Burma, I nave noticed in 

«ll. Til. 


the diaries of Exoise Officers that information isfre- 
quently received of the cultivation of ganja, and 
that several seizures of ganja have been made. In 
a recent case in the Kyaukse district a policeman 
from Ingon was convicted of cultivating ganja and 
the Sergeant of the police station of abetting the 
offence; 

As my personal knowledge of the matter ismea- 
gte, I have not answered the printed questions, but 

Si 
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I'kihYdfoade^qiiirieS from the-township 1 and other 1 1 
bflldfllto'Whioto 1 ha’fe r rtfeWttly nfek, 1 tftid 1 *1 submit ! 
their 'statements. | 

These statements shoW that ganja is weli'kndwn 
in Upper Burma as an intoxicant and an aphio- 
disise and in''antidote forfover, that it was Used 
byl a comparatively smill number of people, that;it 
is'Smown by Burmese doctors as'a cure for dysen¬ 
tery ihd diafrhcsa, and- that'it iswidelyufied-in the 
treatment of diseases of elephants, 

I have recently had • an opportunity of meeting 
tome of the e x-Ministe rs add other officials in ‘Man¬ 
dalay. I have not, however;•taken' their statements 
as they‘do not. belong to the Eastern Bi Vision. 
The Mandalay Mybwun in&rincd me that the use 
of .ganja was .well-known in .Upper -Burma, arid 
that'before the reign Of ‘King Mmdon it'Was wide¬ 
ly Used, the Ministers at Court ririxiirg it With the 
tobacco Of their theroots. It ’was also used'as an 
aphrrtdisiae at the court,'sometimes mixed with 
Other ingredients‘ and sometimes taken pure in 
small pins. 'In / ‘K.mg M!ndon'’8 time the-use of 
gartja was prohibited together With other intoxi-' 
cants (bem-bin-ehawza-ayet), 1 but the prohibition 
Was not strictly enforced'as togaids ganja. The 
Sx-Ny'aungywe Saw Mating informed me that 30 
per cent, of the Bantis (residents of the'Myelat or 
intermediate States between Burma and the Shan 
States) and 20 per cent, of the Shans smoke ganja. 
He stated that the drug,was also widely, used by 
Kachine, who use; the . fibre. to make cloth. The 
' plant is usually cultivated and does not grow wild, 
and incisions are made below the flower from which 
juice exudes. 

I was also informed that ganja is largely used 
by persons expdsbd to damp, such as fishermen. 
According to a Burmese 'saying ganja inspires fear, 
liquor gives courage, and opium produoes polite¬ 
ness. 

This is all the information I have been able to 
elicit in the limited time at my disposal, as the let¬ 
ter of the Financial Commissioner forwarding the 
printed questions is marked urgent. The inform¬ 
ation obtained appears to show that a great deal of 
information could be obtained on the subject by 
farther inquiry, especially in the Myelat and the 
Shan States. 

Maung Kye, Myook of Yamethin, states:—In 
the time of Burmese, there were "about 20 persons 
in the whole of Yamethin who smoked ganja, 
These people belonged to the lowest class, and were 
those without any occupation. The habit of smok¬ 
ing ganja is considered as, bad as smoking opium. 

I have never seen any one who indulged in this 
1 dreg stout and strong. Ganja plants used to be 
town in the town by those who used it. It was 
no offence to sow ganja. Ganja was said to- be in¬ 
toxicating, I do not know how it was sown and 
prepared. 

Maung Lu Maung, Thugyi of Yindaw (Yamethin 
district), states :— 

There were in Burmese times five ■ persons in 
Yindaw who grew ganja plants, for their own use. 
They belonged to 'the lowest 'class. ’ Respectable 
people never indulged in the use of this drag. The 
•habit of : tgwqfr • bindking - 'Waso imported from - the 
Shaii States; wheSft'ganja'Was'wnd is-still cultivated 
'largely. Ganjaisriaid to keep-off eoUU&nd fever. 
It "is still noed- medicinally ; by some suffering 
from long-standing dysentery and diarrhoea. The 
habit of smoking ganja: is not so had as opium, 1 as 
it does no 4 - affect the constitution as much'as the 
latter, I dentft know'how ghhja isplanted- and 
•wepared. 


| Maohg GSyqlMyobk ofitiew (Yamethin disfaid^, 

, ‘States': 1 — 

I Cfeitjja'kmoMng ahd: ehting Were-jaibitnally* i pfo- 
hifeited by * the late Burmese ‘Gdtehimeiit, bht 
sowing Was not. Thele weve'w’feW persons in my 
township who grew ganja to a small extent,' siy 
from ten to twenty plants. It was oniydKWrens 
Who 1 cultivated- large quantities of ganja:for strierto 
timber traders'(Thitgaungs), whotuse it as mediaiae 
for elephants. Every one. possessing elephaptisrifi 
bemad' to keepvgatija. Ganja is also used for carfttg 
dysentery and diarrhoea. It is then mixed'With 
sugar or jatgri in equal proportion. 1 There <.**e 
two :kindB ;i of-ga«ja, one is Hack and the other lis 
white. I' do not know' the difference in the qua¬ 
lities of < these two kinds of. ganja. It- is .also used 
ss an’-aphrodisike, being -mixed'with,birds' nests, 
saffron, butter, pliintains/engar, etc. 'Those-who 
took' to 1 the- habit of smoking-ganja belonged- toi the 
lowest -class. ! There ' were-about ten persons.in ray 
township Who indulged- in the ufeeofi this drag, /l 
was tokl that the flower tops-have more) flavaamaAd 
strength than the leaves tor smoking purposes. 
Ganja flower tops and leaves arei first dried' and 
made into Small- particles by rubbing them 1 between 
the hafids. The particles are sometimes; put in->a 
pipe • or in 1 a ; oigan for smoking. 

‘ iMaung Pu Le, 1 Myook of Pannglaung (Yamethin 
district), states as above. 

MaWng Tha’.Bu^ Mypok Of Eingaiqg (Ky^ukee 
district), -states i*— 

I belong to Lower Burma. I do not know-aboUt 
ganja-in Upper Burma-in the time of the Burmese. 
In -Lower Burma I have seen several- low-bred 
persons indulging in the smoking of ganja, 

Maung Gyi, Head Constable ; of 'Wtmdwin 
'(Meiktila district), states :— 

I was Myingaung (cavalry officer) of Sameikehe 
in the time of the Burmese. Whenever I hid 
occasion to go with' the troops to the Shan 1 States, 
I saw them stocking ganja. I was told that ’ it 
was an antidote tov fever. I also saw toMC putting 
a little tin their curry. It was said'to be very 
appetizing. G-aftja plants were cultivated exten¬ 
sively in almoet -cvery ’Shan village for importation 
to the plains for sale to elephant owners. Ganja 
is largely used-in medicine for elephants. ; In the 
plKce Where -1 was Myingaung, I think there'-Was 
about one person is U theWeand who smoked 1 gttnja. 

Maung Lat, Myook of Wu’ndwin (Meiktila 
district), states:— 

In the time of the Burmese I was Myothiugyi 
of Pindale. There were about 50 persons who 
grew- ganja for smoking. They all belonged to-fhe 
low class. Ganja I am told keeps away < cold and 
iever. If mixed a little in fowl carry it, makes -the 
ourry savoury and appetizing . 

Maung Khanbu Thugyi of Wundwiu (Meiktila 
district), states : — 

’There were no one who planted ganja or smoked 
it in Wnndwin in the time of the Burmese. . 

Maung Po Sa, Subdivision! Officer of Yamethin, 
states:'— 

Ganja is used by very few Burmans, Those 
who use' it'beioftg- to-the jewest-class, y.-Ifcfia'&tox- 
ieating-and makes one-timid. -Gaastaati nsedof 
ganja makes one insane. I have-seen two Whodeet 
their heads by the use of it for about three; yettOt. 
About- fifteen-peal’s ago, when I was in scheo^fcjiC- 
eompanied a pwnic party composed of *ckeek-hoys. 
We prepared our own food, some one fontub ajwfc-to 
^certain - the -effeets of ganja, put alMtaUg^m-ja in 
the fowl eurryf while it was being ceofcftd.- I vdid 
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no know it nor did many others. When, we took 
our food every one noticed that the fowl curry was 
exceptionally tasty. They took it heartily, I felt 
a peculiar smell in the-curry, hut also ate it, with 
the others, Of those-who took it, I and several 
others were- not ejected by it in the least, Two, 
I remember, were intoxicated and showed signs of 
timidity, uttering most humiliating words. I have 
seen children suffering from dysentery cured by 
rubbing ganja pounded and mixed in water on the 
navel. 

Oral evidence. 

Question 1 .—I have passed the whole of my ser¬ 
vice, seventeen years, in Burma. During my first 
two years I was in Shwegyin as Assistant Commis- 
aittaer and afterwards Subdivisional Officer. Then 
I Went to Bassdin, which its iii the Irrawaddy Divi¬ 
sion, as Assistant Commissioner for si^months. 
Then I was engaged on settlement in Bassein and 
the lower part of the Henaada. district: for five 
years. I was then Revenue Secretary for. two 
years, and then became Deputy Commissioner of 
Mandalay. For six months I was Chief Secretary, 
and after that Commissioner, Which post- 1 have 
now held for a little more than three years, 

I cart give no further information about the 
growth and cultivation of the hemp plant than is 
contained in my paper. I have never seen the 
plant growing. I have often seen the drug pro¬ 
duced in court in connection with prosecutions. 
The drug appeared, to consist of dry-leaves and wa& 
called.flanja. I knpw.that the drug was prohibited 
under the Burmese kings together with four- other 
intoxicants—opium, spurts, and.two.kinds of rice 
beer. But only as regard* opium wap the prohibi¬ 
tion effectual, and practically no notice was taken 
of the growing of the hemp plant. It was. grown 
at Meiktila. Two oi bhree months ago a Bi-man 
was brought up for growing the plants, and he 
defended himself by saying ho had been accustomed 
to it all hi* life and could not dt> without it. He 
was fined Rs, 5. Tire drug is ettioked in - cheroots 
with tobacco and cooked with curries. A Burman 
does not inhale the smoke in smoking- tobaceo. 
The ShaDft'UBftia vwtbinL pipa-for ftawkingi'tohaccio, • 

I never heard ganja mentioned'in Dower Burma 
aB being smoked by 'Buwnans, Since coming to 
Upper Burma I have heard of the practice. Oar 
Hindustani servants used, to uae it m Dower; Bur¬ 
ma. In the Danu country, lying-between Rurma 
and -the Shan States proper, it is said'lHat every 
Tnftn grows a few plants for - his oww consumption. 
Part of the Danu cnuniwy m'Bri*i&h, wd scaup of 
thq villages arww.thft Shan States. British officers 
visit theDanu country vei-y little, and the prqhi- _ 
bition has not. been, enforced there. I have, heat'd 
that male plants'are eradicated in the cultivation, 
one such plant only being allowed to grew. The 
use of the drug .W'Aiid seem to he,more copiJUpn in 
the Danu country than among the Shans, and still 
more common among the Kuchins, who are said to 
cultivate the plant in fields. The -fibre they- use to 
make cloths is said to be the produce of the same 
plant. When grown for the drug in the Kachin 
country the upper part of the plant is said to be 

shield#!,with 81 ° hal ty and tiie malc P laut: is sai ^ 1)0 

be exterminated, leaving only one such plant stand¬ 
ing. Oases have occurred in which the Danu 
people have been, c-aught smuggling ganja into 
Burma. I don't think the smuggling is general, 
because the drug ieraot much used- down here. 

In'-the Eastern Dtaiiorv-I have four Superintend¬ 
ents of Excise, each with two • sergeants, to -put 

vnl. vii. 


I down opium smuggling from the Shan States. 

I The establishment was working till last yeayin the 
Mandalay district, where it was found to fee useless. 
It was therefore transferred, to my Division on trial, 
I believe, a- small establishment still remain^ in 
Mandalay. I Rao-w of no other excise establish¬ 
ment in Upper or Lower Burma, except the Cus¬ 
toms Officers at the sea-ports. These establishments 
as well as the regular police initiate prosecutions. 
The prosecutions for smuggling and illicit growing 
of ganja are not numerous. They have increased 
in the Eastern Division since the employment of 
the excise establishment mentioned above. There 
were, about nine or ten cases lasf year as well as I 
remember. Where the ordinary police istfie only 
agency for detecting such cases it ib probable that 
much legs is. done towards checking the growth of- 
the plants and use of the drug thanin the districts 
named. The prosecutions come to my notice 
through, the diaries of the Excise Officers and the 
monthly returns of the Magistrates. 

The Bur mans generally approve of the prohibi¬ 
tion of. drags. As a people they disanprove the use 
of, the drug. I cannot say what is the feeling of 
the Hindus. I do not think the prohibition has 
had any effect in my Division ; those who used to 
consume the drug still do so; The Burmans never 
used it to any great extent, and they do not noyv- 
I think the (*n^-«au always be got if .it is wanted. 
Every native or India manages to get it. Whan 
enquiry was mado on receipt of the Commission''s 
questions, specimens of the drags were without 
difficulty procured from a sweeper. I was told that 
my mali had grown it in my own garden, though 
it . had disappeared when I went to lpok for it owing 
to a flood. Most European officers are unable to 
recognize the plant, though the Burmans generally 
are acquainted with it. 

I think the prohibition should be maintained. 
If it were withdrawn the Burmans, who are a 
weak people, would be more likely to take to the 
drug. If the prohibition were more strictly en¬ 
forced there would be difficulty in getting the drag 
for medicinal purposes, such as the treatment of ele¬ 
phants, and this would be considered a hardship by 
the owners of elephants and would require special 
provision. The drug is said to be the sole remedy 
for most diseases of elephants. 

I have no information about the use of dhaiura 
with ganja. In the departmental return of mili¬ 
tary police punishments from the Meiktila district 
within the last two or three months I saw that 
four men had-been punished for using dhatuia. 
When I asked the battalion commandant about it 
he told me the men had used dhaRira because they 
were unable to procure opium. He told me that 
the mem had gone mad for a day from using it. I 
don't remember having noticed a case of- dhatura 
having-been-used because ganja was not to be ob¬ 
tained. I don't remember a policeman having eyer 
been punished for using ganja. Returns of punish¬ 
ments of military and civil police were not, however, 
sent to the Commissioner till the last three or four 
months. 

The only forms of smuggling* ganja of which I 
have any knowledge are those described above in 
the eastern frontier and smuggling through the 
post office, A -Havildar of th'q military police was 
recently punished for smuggling in the latter way. 
Aa a Magistrate at Bassein I used to have to tyy 
cases of ganja seized- on boardshap. In Upper 
Burma, the growth of the plant in a small way by 
consumers for their awn use is general, bat iffie 
consumers are few. The consumer, therefore, 
no difficulty in, setting his, supply . Qoyemment. 

8 b 2 
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hare never drawn special attention to the prohibi¬ 
tion with a view to enforcing it strictly. Their 
attitude has been practically that o£ the Burmese 
Government, rk, formal prohibition without strict 
enforcement. I believe, however, that the drag is 
grown and used to a less extent now than it was i 


under the Burmese kings, and I think "the prohi¬ 
bition doeB check the spread of the habit among 
the Burmans. I do not think the Dana people are 
morally, with respect to intoxicants, a stronger 
people than the Burmans, hut they are said to 
i require the drug owing to their damp climate. 


4. i Evidence of Majob B.A, N. P abbott, Officiating Commissioner, Southern: 

Division. 


1. I have been in Burma nearly twenty-five years, 
and all I know about ganja is from cases brought 
before me in Court. 

2. I only know ganja in the forms of sticks and 
leaves. It is called in Burmese “ se chauk.” 

3. I know of no districts in Burma where it 
grows Spontaneously. 

4. I only know it by the name “ sh chauk.” 

5. I cannot say. It would grow well, I think, 
over most part of Burma, I have seen plants in 
Thayetmyo and Kyaukse districts. 

6. Scattered, I think. 

7. I saw a little in Kyaukse district in 1888-89, 
I think. I think it was grown for production of 
ganja. 

8. I cannot say. 

9. I do not know. 

10. In the only two cases I can remember, one 
wifi an ordinary cultivator; but, if ,1 remember 
right, half native. In the other, it was a native of 
India. 

11. I do not know. 

12. I do not know. I think not. 

13. Ganja is not allowed in Burma. 

14. I have only seen ganja in the form of twigs 
and leaves. It is used, I understand, for mixing 
with sweetmeats and cheroots, and is used only by 
natives of India, sepoys, and prostitutes. 

15. I cannot say. 

16 . I do not know. 

17. I cannot say. Natives of India only as far 
as I know. 

18. I do not know. 

19. I cannot say. 

20. Only natives of India, sepoys, and prosti¬ 
tutes. 

21. 22 and 23. I do not know. 

24. Cannot say. 

25. Decrease I should say, for I have had very 
few cases before me within the past few years. 

26. Cannot say. 

27. Please Bee No. 20. 

28 . I do not know., 

29. Cannot say. 


30, 31, 32 and 33. Do not know. 

35. Yesj it is prohibited here. It would, I 
have no doubt, be consumed illicitly, but only to a 
small extent. The number of consumers in Burma 
is small I think, and no serious discontent has 
occurred. It would not amount to a political 
danger. I cannot say as regards (a) or (b), 

86. No j I do not think so. 

87 to 89. I cannot answer these questions. 

40. Not that I have heard of. 

41. I do not know, and have never heard that 
chains, ganja or bhang were beneficial. 

42. I cannot say. I should doubt these being 
harmless. 

48. I do not know. My experience of ganja 
smokers is very slight, 

44. I cannot say. As ganja has been prohibited 
here so long, and is only mostly met with in the 
seaport and military stations and posts, my know¬ 
ledge of the subject is limited. 

45. From what I have seen of ganja smokers, 
I should say it certainly had a noxious effect’ 
physically, mentally and morally. 

48. I am unable to discuss the question. 

47 and 48. Cannot say. 

49. Do not know. It is need by prostitutes. 
Cannot say if the use of hemp tends to produce 
impotence. 

50. Cannot say. 

61 and' 52. Cannot say. My experience of ganja 
smokers in Burma is limited. 

53. I should say it would, but cannot quote any 

cases. * 

54. I have heard so, but cannot give instances. 

55. I have heard so, 

56 and 57. Cannot say, 

58, I think it is working well. 

59. Probably some more European Excise Inspec¬ 
tors would do good. 

00, 61 and 02. Ganja is prohibited Tiere. 

63, They are not sold here. 

04, 05, 86 and 67. Not allowed here. 

68 and 69. No. 

70, Cannot say. 


5. Evidence of Mb. A. It, Birks, Officiating Commissioner, Arakan Division. 


1. I have had no special opportunities for 
obtaining information, as my attention has not been 
directed to the subject. The information now 
tupplied has been given me by Mr. Wadman, 
inspector of Excise in this Division^ In one or 
cases I have had ganja produced in Court, and 


I am aware it is sometimes sent through the poet 
office to men in the military police force. 

2. The Burmese name for ganja is “se cb*uk," 

3. A species of wild hemp grows in ttoSfaisk*. 
but not aoundantly. 
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4. It a called “boil ally” by the Chittago- j 

mans. 

8, Not known. 

6 It grows like a weed and is scattered, 

12. I believe not. From enquiries it appears 
that the wild hemp is of very little good, and only i 
used occasionally for medicine. 

18. Ganja deteriorates after being kept two 
months in the damp climate of 'Arakan. If well 
wrapped up in cloth and put in a chatty with 
poddy husks and buried near a fire-place, it will 
stand for about four months at the most. Mr. 
Wadman has seized ganja buried in this way. 

1®, Charas is not used here. Ganja is smoked 
Or put in curries and cakes. It is also taken with 
milk. When put in curries or milk the juice is 
extracted first. Smoking is the most common 
Way in which the drug is used. 


20. The natives of India are the only people 
who use it in this Division. 

21. Flat ganja ; the price varies from Us. 86 to 
| Rs. 45 per seer. 

22. The little ganja that is used here is smuggled 
from Chittagong. In the shipping season a little 
is brought by native vessels from the Madras side. 

23. Bhang is not used. 

25, I should say that ganja is more used than 
formerly. I believe the military police introduced 
into Burma since the annexation indulge in this 
when they can get it; 

81. There is no tendency to excessive consump¬ 
tion. After indulgence for one year the habit is 
hard to break off. 

42. I have never heal'd of any cases where the 
use of the drug has been found harmful. 

48. Yes, 


6. Evidence of Me. J. K. Macbae, Magistrate of Hanthaicaddy. 


Oral evidence. 

Qveitio* l.—I have been in the Burma Commis¬ 
sion since 1880. I have been in charge of ten 
districts in all Divisions of Lower Burma. I have 
not served in Upper Brum a. I have had all the 
districts both in the Arakan and Tenasserim 
Divisions. 

Before prohibition was introduced, I noticed that 
the use of ganja had begun in the Sandoway and 
Kaipin districts of Arakan. The Arakanese do 
differ from the Burmans, who do not acknowledge 
them as the same race. I know of no cases of U6e 
by pure Burmans before the prohibition. The 
Arakanese have now quite abandoned the use of 
ganja. I have been there in 1885-88, and never knew 
any instances of use then by the Arakanese. I 
know of no reason to believe that Burmans would 
have taken to ganja apart from prohibition, except 
that they are excitable and also easily led by 
fashion. Their adoption of the opium habit leads to 
the supposition that they would have adopted ganja. 
The prohibition has succeeded in keeping them from 
it. As to natives of India, it must have succeeded 
in keeping much ganja out of the country, I do 
not believe that ganja is a marketable commodity in 
the bazars. It is smuggled in small quantities, but 
no factB have come to my notice to show that it is 
obtainable by any one who chooses to pay high 
enough. 

t am Magistrate of the Hanthawaddv distriot, 
with my head-quarters in Rangoon. The heavy 
cases of smuggling referred to in Mr. Cullodews 
memorandum of 1st December last have not come 
to my notice. I know nothing about them. When 
in charge of Akyab a few cases of smuggling (two 
or three a year) came to my notice—seizures at the 
Customs House, They were one or two cases of 
bundles of, say, about a cubic foot in bulk of ganja 
each in a year. They were brought in by coasting 
steamers. Also some cases occurred of small quan¬ 
tities being found in people's houses. I believe 


only secret smuggling in small quantities is the 
rule. The police, as a rule, acted on the statements 
of informers. No special measures were taken by 
the Government to enforce the prohibition. These 
are all the caseB of smuggling I know. In Rangoon 
I am not in the way of hearing of cases. For the 
last four or five years there has been a special Excise 
Department in every district, or at least in certain 
districts, in large districts on the sea-coaBt. It is 
employed on opium, spirits and drugs. But I 
believe the establishment had itB origin in the desire 
to suppress opium, and also to protect the revenue 
from illicit distillation and importation of spirits. 
These were the two main objects, I believe. 

It is possible that the action already taken might 
be supplemented by further action, but I have not 
thought out the matter. I should regard the tax¬ 
ing of imports for natives of India as a licensing of 
importation, and I would oppose that. I would 
have prohibition, pure and simple. My object is to 
keep the drug from the Burmans, and I do not 
think the class of natives who use it habitually are 
wanted here. My experience of natives of India is 
so limited that I really do not know about that. 
In the case of the army, I think that men should 
be recruited who do not use the drug. I know 
nothing personally of the effects of thS drugs in 
India. But I believe from what I have heard and 
read that it would be a bad thing for Burmans to 
acquire the habit, and I do not think that the 
habits of immigrants should be considered. It is 
possible that advocates of local option might think 
the same in regard to liquor used by Europeans in 
Burma. It is a matter of opinion. I cannot say. 
Natives of India of the proper class are required in 
Burma, and I believe they are not, as a rule, habi¬ 
tual consumers. Perhaps, though general licenses 
would be bad, personal licenses, as in the case of 
opium, might be given. I believe in this experi¬ 
ment in regard to opium, and I think it might be 
tried in regard to ganja, that is, that the natives of 
India who use the drag should be compelled to he 
registered, and it should be prohibited to Burmans. 


7. Evidence of Me. K. G. Bubne, Deputy Commissioner, Mandalay, 

1. I have had little or no opportunity in Burma, ! extent cultivated for medicinal purposes, chiefly for 
a» the cultivation of. hemp is prohibited, though in I cattle, I believe ; hut the cultivation was put a stop 
1891, as mentioned further on, hemp was to a small I to. 



What is known as ganja or ‘si chftuk ’ is 
smuggled into Burma from India vid the post or by 
steamer by natives of India. 

In 1891, 351 tolas of ganja were seized, of which 
300 tolas came from India. In 1892, 074 from 
Shan States and India. In 1893, 10,780 tolas 
from Shan States and India, of which 9,897 tolara 
came from India, but none from Burma, as far as 
known, 

8. The hemp plant was found cultivated to a 
small extent in some parts oi the Madaya and 
Pyniulwin townships of thid district in 1891, but 
measures were at once taken, and there is at the pre¬ 
sent time no homp grown at all. 

4. By one name-, ganja or sethauk. 

6, I am not aware of any special conditions. 
In places wnere it was grown the rainfall ranged 
from 30 to 50 inches per annum, and elevation 
from about 800 feet to 3,000 above sea level'. 

7. None known here. 

19. Ganja so called, or sd chauk, used to he used 
for medicinal purposes only in this district. Except 
by natives of India. 

85. (a) Yes, as in Burma. 

(c) By the existing excise law. 

(tf) I cannot say. The Burmese do not con¬ 
sume any of these drugs pure aud simple, but the 
ganja with ingredients for medicine. 

te) I cannot say. 

(/) Probably. 

54. Not in Burma as far as my owh experience 
gdes. 

Oral evidence. 

I have been m the Burma Commission for twenty- 
two years. I have served in the Tenasserim, Ir- 
rarwaddy, atid Pegu Divisions of Lower Burma, and 
have been in Mandalay (Upper Burma) since 1891. 

I- rUttembW the prohibition of 1878. I was 
them m the TertfcsfeeriAi Division in the Amherst 
district. There wte no ganja shop there. So I 
know nothing about'the effects of the prohibition. 

Ift j!88!2 I was in the Hangawaddy district 
(Bangoon)' bbt I cannot sav anything about the 
effect of the amendment of the W, inasmuch as 
cases of illegal possession did not, so far as I 
remember, eome nnder iny notice. 

Soon aftfcr 1 took charge of Mandalay district 
in 1891 my attention was drawn to the subject. 
I have no recqllection of oases before that. In 
1891 I found that hemp was grown in gardens, 
compoundfs and cleared yards round houses in this 
district. Th ere wa8 * no extensive cultivation by 
any individual : no‘field cultivation, but individuals 
had plants.! was told, planted for their own use. 
It was reported to me by local offioers, because excise 
was being specially looked after in oonnoction with 
ogium smuggling; It was the measures taken in 
connection with the detection of opium smuggling, 
whicn was believed to be common, which brought 
thi$ ganja.cultivation to light. It was not general 
or over an extended area; but I cannot say that it 
was not formal, cultivation. I believe it was gene¬ 
rally . for medicinal purposes for man and beast; 
but it may have been used for smoking. I issued 
order, under the cognizance of the Commissioner, 
warning the people that this was illegal, and that 
those who cultivated the drug Would be prosecuted. 
A few prosecutions did follow, one or two cases, as 
an example. I believe this was the first action of 


the kind taken in this district after/the extension of 
the Excise Act to Upper Burma in 1888. I do not 
think that the correspondence with the Commission¬ 
er would throw light on the amount of cultivation. 
I know of no prohibition of cultivation under 
Burmese rale, and I have been told by Burmese 
officials that cultivation went on then. I believe 
that there is now no cultivation in this district. 
I have made enquiries, and the reports of all my 
officers show that, the cultivation does not exist. 
I have not myself seen the plant growing. I 
should not recognize it. 

The figures given in my paper (answer No. 1) 
regarding seizures refer to my own district only. 
They are taken from the records of prosecutions or 
of cases of ganja seized without discovery of the 
offender. I.cannot explain the increase m 1893. 
But of the 10,780 tolas for that year, over 7,000 
tolas were found in a box which came from India. 
It was discovered by the customs officials, who 
warned us. The consignee w»b a native of India, 
and a petty trader. I understand that he got the 
drug to sell. The figures I have given in my 
paper are figures for seizures. They show the 
cases that have come to light. There were pro¬ 
bably many cases that did not come to light. I 
think that such a large amount of smuggling 
would not indicate that all was to be used locally. 
The importers might hope to dispose of. the drug 
ovor all Upuer Burma. I do, not think they 
would expeot to create a demand. There is a 
among sepoys, military police, and other natives of 
India. There were some other seizures in 1893, 
amounting in one case to 300 tolas and many 
small items, and totalling altogether 10,180 from 
India. Other cases were of military police re¬ 
turning from duty in the Shan States. I cannot 
give any special reason for the great activity in 
1893. But it may have been due to the fact that 
troops and military police were on duty more- in 
1891 and 189*2. arid centred here more hi 1893. 
There has been special establishment off and on 
since 1891; but it has been largely reduced last 
Car. We have still one Superintendent, one 
nspector, and eight Sergeants. The Sergeants are 
stationed where there are police. The reason of 
the reduction was to spread the establishment over 
a larger area, as its concentration in this district 
was held hot to produce good results. 

The boundary of the Shan States against Manda¬ 
lay is a very, easy one for smuggling. It is-jungle, 
in parts uninhabited. This applies mdre or lees to 
all the eastern boundaries. 

The eases of smuggling through the post, which 
have come to light, have been consignments to 
military men, not to the general public. There 
are only five Barmans in respect to whom any 
seizure has been made during the last three years. 
All the, rest are natives of Lidia. In the ease 
of postal consignments, detection has been by the 
postal authorities, 

Tlu> practice here is for the post office authorities, 
when they suspect a parcel, to give intimation 
to the .Revenue Officers before delivery. 

As far as my experience goes, the general-epfoffen 
of Burmans in rekpect to prohibition is one bffn- 
difference. I have heard a But man official declare 
that he thought the prohibition was hard on the 
poorer people using the drug medicinally, chiefly 
for cattle. afnd_ poriiss, riot so much for h uman 
boings. But generally the attitude is not of 
indifferenoe. 
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8. Evidence of Major W F. H. Gbey, Deputy Commissioner, Tamgoo. 


1. Personal observation and the reports of subor¬ 
dinates. 

3. Prome and Shwebo. It is not abundant in 
either. 

4. The Burmese name is bing. 

7. No. 

12, I have heard that it ie sometimes cultivated 
in tojmgyas in the Prome district, but the practice 
is uncommon. 


41. I am informed that fishermen believe that 
by the use of ganja their powers of diving and 
remaining uUdkr water' can be increased, ana that, 
in spite of the prohibitions, it is occasionally used 
by them with this object. 

67. No. 

I have, my information whatever with regard to 
the questions left unanswered. 


9. Evidence &f Me, A. M. B. Irwin, 

1. Only police reports of prosecutions for pos¬ 
sessing ganja, 

2. I have never cpme across charas. Ganja is 
called by Burmane “ sb chunk/’ which means 
“ dry drag n or “ dry tobacco.” In Akyab it is ■ 
called ginza. Tlie specimens I have seen may have 
been ganja or may have been bhang, I do not 
know. The Bormans make no distinction. 

8, I do not know of any. 

14, Not -that I know of. 

12. I do not know. 

22. From Bengal, I believe. 

25. Pretty stationary,. I think. 

26. I do not know. 

27. I believe ganja is largely consumed in 
Burma by natives of India. I know it is in 
Akyab. I think the prohibition of possession has 
very little effect. So far as I am aware, Burmans 
never took kindly to hemp drags. 

85. It is consumed illicitly, and prohibition can, 

I think, never be wholly successful. 

43. I think so. 

51. I never detected any connection between 
them. 

53. No; I know of no ease. 

Oral evidence. 

Question 1, —I have been seventeen years in the 
Civil Service. I joined the service in 1876 and 
came to Burma in 1877. I have served in all divi¬ 
sions of Lower Buma and not in Upper Burma at 
all. 

Question 27. —I have served two years in Akyab, 
and my written answer is based on that experience 
and’ facts which came to my notice from 1881 to 
1888 in Rangoon. I have come across no instance of 
consumption of the hemp drag by Burmans, even the 
Arakanese. The Arakanese regard themselves as 
a distinct race and hate the Burmans. The police 
reports I refer to in written answer to question No. 

1 are the first and final reports of offences. I have 
not dealt with any cases of smuggling or illegal 

r ecession since I have been District Magistrate. 

recollect that cases of smuggling did occur on 
British India ships coming to Akyab. I have 
no Information about smuggling by native craft, 
though it is possible it occurs. I cannot recollect any 
facts connected with the smuggling into Rangoon. 

L have general recollection of prosecutions in the 
SUwegymmistvict before I went to .Rangoon. In 
Akyab certainly.ganja can be bought in the bazar. 

I have never made practical test of the fact, nor do 
I know the price ths drug sells at. 


Deputy Commissioner, Tharratcaddy. 

I do not think my statement that prohibition of 
possession has very little effect is too strong as 
regards Arakan, where my experience is most re¬ 
cent. I am not so sure that the same statement 
would.apply to Rangoon] but I think it is probably 
true there also. It is trae, I believe, that the Indian 
population in Burma rs increasing. My answer to 
question'25 mpy be read as applying to the habit 
and the proportion &f cGneumers, and not to the 
total consumption. 

I think that the working of the prohibition is a 
means of oppression by the police and a cause of 
corruption among them. The Assistant Commis¬ 
sioner of Akyab, who has to deal with the prosecu¬ 
tions, ased to class a great many oases as intention¬ 
ally false, which means that the cases were got up 
by the informers or the police or excise officers, 

.Question 59 .—I do not think the present prohi¬ 
bition causes any discontent, and that, therefore, it 
would be unwise to withdraw it without very strong 
reasons. The Burmese certainly do not feel any 
discontent, and I think the people of India can 
get the drug when they want'it. This is not 
satisfactory, it is true. Bat' I cannot make any 
definite recommendation regarding changing the 
system: because I Have not formed any opinion re¬ 
garding tne Harmful effects of ' the drug. If it 
were proved that the drag were more harmful 
than opium, I should probably be in. favour of 
maintaining the present prohibition at all costs. 
But if it ie not sufficiently harmful to justif;y total 
prohibition, I would advise what 1 proposed for 
opium before the Opiiim Commission; viz., that 
possession should only be permitted to licensed 
individuals without distinction Of race, and that 
part of the revenue should be raised by Sttoh 
licenses. The remainder of the revenue would be 
raised as before, that is to say, in the case of opium 
by the fee for the right of soiling and the fixed 
duty on the drug, and in the case of ganja by the 
right of idling only. The right of • sale should be 
granted on fixed fees, and not by auction. If it 
were feasible to. fix the price of ganja as the, price of 
opium is fixed, my proposal would not be • affected. 
A pint, however, to be kept in view would be the 
equalisation of the wholesale price in different prov¬ 
inces. ExprieUce shows that in the case of opium 
differences of price are an inducement to smuggling. 
I do mot think it is likely that the Burmans would 
ever take to ganja/for they have not taken advan¬ 
tage of the opprtunities, such as they are, which 
have already presented themsdves, though they 
have taken to liquor and opium readily enough. 
Amongst the best class of Butmans there are some 
consumers of liquor and opium. Total abstinence 
is not in praotice a very strong sentiment, though 
the religious injunction is very strict. 



10. Evidence of Mb. H. Adamson, Deputy Commissioner, Meiktila. 


1. The experience o£ sixteen years 1 2 * 4 5 * 7 * * 10 work as an 
Assistant Commissioner and Deputy Commissioner 
in Burma. As, however, bhang, charas and ganja 
have been prohibited in Burma for twenty years 
and more, all dealings in these dings are secret, and 
an official hears veiy little about them. 

2. The definitions are correct. 

8. I understand that the hemp plant, from which 
drugs can be got, does not grow spontaneously here 
but must be cultivated.- 

4. The bin-pin or segyaukpin. I believe they 
are the same plant. The bin-pin is not to be 
confounded with the bein-pin, which is the poppy. 

7, It is cultivated secretly in garden^ occasional- ,j 
ly, and it is said that the soil of almost any garden 
in the country is suitable for its production. 

18. It is altogether prohibited. 

14. Whether they are prepared or not, I cannot 
say; but all these are to be found in the possession 
of natives of India, who secretly traffic in them. 

20. Natives of India, such as military police, 
camp followers, shoemakers, mehters, etc. Veiy 
few Burmans use it. 

22. The charas used is almost entirely imported 
from India. 

25. Its upe among Burmans is so trifling as to 
be scarcely worth notice. 

88. Bin or ganja used to be classed with opium 
in the time of Burmese rule, and its use was nomin¬ 
ally prohibited. 


85. As regards natives of India, I am doubtful. 
But the prohibition during the past twenty years 
has certainly had the effect of preventing the vice 
from spreading from Indians to Burmans. 

40. Yes; ganja was used for dysenteiy by 
Burmese doctors, and it is considered invaluable as 
a medicine for elephants. 

43. Yes. 

58. I consider that the present system of locally 
prohibiting these drugs is working well, and I 
think that it should not be in any way changed. 

70. In the instructions to witnesses it is stated 
thatthe Commission are anxious to know whether 
the consumption of charas and bhang has increased 
since the prohibition of ganja. There appears to 
be a misapprehension, as the prohibition of ganja 
has always included the prohibition also of oharas- 
and bhang. Prosecutions for illegal possession of 
ganja are common enough. But there have been 
veiy few prosecutions with regard to either oharas 
or bhang. I cannot say why, as these drugs are 
common enough. I had. no difficulty in procuring 
a piece of oharas from the bazar here for my own 
inspection through a servant. It is said to sell for 
its weight in silver. It is quite clear that, not¬ 
withstanding the prohibition, these drugs are 
smuggled into the country to a considerable extent, 
for they are in common use among natives of 
India. But it is certain that their use among 
Burmans is quite insignificant, and I have no 
doubt that this fact is due in great measure to 
their use being prohibited by law. 


11. Evidence of Mr. H. G. Batten,* Deputy Commissioner, Mergui. 


1. I have served in the Burma Commission since 
April 1878 and have been located in the following 
towns and districts of Burma,—Rangoon, Pegu, 
Moulmein, Hanthawaddy, Henzada, Myanoung, 
Sandoway, Thayetmyo, Thongwa, and in Mergui 
since January 1890. I was on the Kumaon 
Commission, North-West Provinces, from Ootober 
1889 to April 1873, Hemp was extensively grown 
in Kumaon and Garhwal, and I had good opportu¬ 
nities of becoming acquainted with the plant. 

2. In Mergui the hemp plant is known as the 
pi-san-bin, the plant from which nets and ropes 
are made. The drug is generally known as seg- 
yauk, or the medicine which induoes nervousness or 
fright—a narcotic in fact. 

8. I have only noticed the indigenous wild plant 
in this district, Mergui, where it is abundant 
throughout. 

4. Pi-san-bin is the only name given for the 
hemp generally. 

5, The soil should be rich alluvial loam, climate 
hot and damp, low level, Hemp used to be culti¬ 
vated to some extent before the Act prohibiting it 
oame into force throughout the district. 

8. Dense in open spaces or clearings. 

7. Not now, except secretly for (a), (5), (c), and 

to a very small extent. 

8 and 9. Nil. 

10, 11 and 12. No. 

18, Nil, Possible all over the district. 


14. None, except illicit. In January 1891 I 
convicted a Siamese man for growing hemp in a 
village in the Tenasserim township. He was a 
known bad character and was at the same time 
convicted under Arms Act. He grew the plant to 
prepare the ganja. 

15. The flowers and leaves are simply dried and 
used for smoking. 

18. (a) and (5) Yes. 

(e) No, 

17. No particular class. 

18. The climate would injure anv such drutr 

after a short period. * 

19. For smoking only. Formerly, before the 
growing of hemp was prohibited, people used the 
leaves of the cultivated hemp for mixing with their 
curries. 

22. Foreign, imported illicitly from India and 
from across Siamese frontier. The Subdivisional 
Officer, Maliwun, recently convicted a milita ry 
policeman (Gurkha) for possession of ganja 
procured, he said, from across the river 
(Siamese territory). 

25. Hardly prevalent, except by a few natives** 
India and Siamese. 

27. Ganja is smoked by the Punjabis and 
dustanis in the Police and Survey, and habit 
ed before there arrival. Also by Siam^^who 
come into cur territories. The Siame*'$¥&wing 


* Summoned to attend at a sitting of the Oommietion for oral examination, hot was unable to agpetfr. 
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hemp and smoking ganja is to a great extent in 
in their own country. 

30. In solitude generally. By males-chiefly. 

81. (a), (b) and (c) Yes. 

82. None that I know of. 

88. All use of narcotics is forbidden by the 
Buddhist law, and persons addicted to use of same 
are held in disrepute, I believe the same holds 
good amongst the Siamese, who are bound by the 
same laws. 

34. No. 

35. Already illicit in Burma. 

36. No. 

40. (a) No. 

(b) Yes, for elephants. 

41. No. 

42. Even the moderate use seems to affect the 
nervous system. 

48. Yes, as far as I know. 

44. (a) Exciting. 

(b) No. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) and (e) No. 

{/) Only a short time. 

ty) Yes, depression of spirits. 

(A) Yes, like most narcotics. 

45. (a) and (6) Yes. 

(c) and (<i) No. 

(«) Induces laziness. 

(/) Yes; persons become temporarily imbecile, 
laughing or crying, and behave in a childish way. 

46. Two Punjabi policemen in the Reserve 
Police became insane from the excessive use of the 
drug. 

47. I believe not. 

50. Habitual and excessive use is said here to 
produce impotence. 

51, 52, 53 and 54. No. 

55. I never heard of any such cases in Burma. 

58. Total prohibition, such as is sanctioned for 
Burma, only system possible. 


Extract from letter from Me. Batten ap¬ 
pended to Ms evidence. 

Question 27.—I am indebted to Mr. Leslie, 
Assistant Superintendent of Police, for most of the 
information which I can give on the subject. Mr. 
Leslie has been in the district since 1861, and has 
spent most of his time on the Siamese frontier on 
the Packehan. 

Formerly hemp was grown in the parts of the 
district populated by Siamese, that is, in parts of 
the Tenasserim township and in the Lenya and 
Maliwun township. The hemp was sown and 
cultivated in dealings in a similar way, as is usual 
with tobaeco. 

The Burmans in other parts of the district grew 
a little hemp, using the dried leaf to mix in their 
chicken curries. 

The Siamese use the cultivated variety of hemp; 
and, when the plant is in bud and before it flowers; 
the plants are plucked or cut, and the whole, dried 
leaves, buds, and stems together, are dried in the sun 
and kept tied up in bundles, wrapped round with 
cloth for use when required. The Siamese use this 
preparation only for smoking, and the use of the 
drug is chiefly confined to men. Instances of its 
use by women are rare. "When the new law came 
into force in Lower Burma, the growing of hemp 
on our side of the frontier practically ceased, 
though on the Siamese side it goes on to a certain 
extent,, but not to the same extent as before; the 
Siamese officials, especially the Raja of Renong, 
having realized the baneful result of its use, dis¬ 
countenanced it. 

Ganja may be said to be extinct, as already 
stated, on our side, except in a few cases of new 
arrivals from Siamese territory, who procure what 
ganja they require from across the frontier. 

Since the native of India police entertained by 
the Raja of Renong were replaced by Siamese, the 
use of ganja in Renong has been much reduced. 

It is believed that there is still a small illicit 
trade in ganja from Tonka and Kopa to Burmese 
ports. The trade is in the hands of the Bengalis 
and Siamese lascars of the Chinese steamers trad¬ 
ing from these ports. 

None of this ganja, as far as I can ascertain; 
comes into Mergui. It is probably taken to Moul- 
mein and Rangoon for the use of the Bengalis 
there resident. 

Smoking of ganja is looked upon by respectable 
Siamese in much the same light as opium smoking 
is regarded by Burmans, and is chiefly confined to' 
the lower classes. 

Wild hemp grows all over the district in open 
spaces, but is not used; the leaves of the wild 
variety having neither strength nor flavour. 


12. Evidence of Major G. S. Eyre, Deputy Commissioner, Sagaing. 


1. Have served in Burma since 1879, and have 
exercised the powers of a Magistrate throughout this 
period in different parts of the country, via., Hen- 
zada, Maobeng, Sbwegyin, Rangoon, Akyab, 
Paungde, Pagan, Pakokku, Monywa, and Sagaing, 

2. The definitions given may be accepted for this 
province. ! have personally only come across 
bhang and ganja. Both are locally known as sh 
chauk; sometimes bhang is distinguished as bin, 
a corruption of the Indian name, 

8. None, 
vol. ni. 


7. None. 

13. The possession even of ganja has been pro¬ 
hibited by law for the past twenty years. 

14. None legally. Natives of India occasionally 
cultivate a few plants, but are generally detected 
and fined. A case occurred of Burmans growing 
ganja for sale to natives of India, but they were 
detected and the plants destroyed at once. 

22. Illicitly imported from Madras and Calcutta. 

25, On the deorease. Reasons: I have not had 

3 F 
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any cases brought to court for some years. Illicit 
use, or sale, or possession is promptly reported for 
sake of the reward. 

33. Any Burman Buddhist consuming these 
drugs would be regarded as utterly abandoned. 
The Buddhist scriptures entirely forbid the use of 
these drugs. 

34. No, none; but natives of India use the drug. 
Few respectable members of that community use it, 
and the few who use it can get opium instead. 

Of Burmans, one out of many thousands may 
use the drug. 

35. Total prohibition has been in force for twenty 
years past. The drug is consumed illicitly, but 
practically by natives of India only, and to a very 
limited extent. The total prohibition does not 
cause discontent to the Burman population, and 
few respectable persons amongst the native of India 
community consume the drug. The existing prohi¬ 
bition is effective. Heavy fines have sufficed to 
reduce the consumption to a minimum. Natives of 


India who used ganja and bhang in India probably 
use opium in Burma. 

36. Certainly not. 

40. Not by Burman native doctors. 

43. There are too few consumers for me to give 
an opinion. 

45. I have known natives of India go off their 
heads from using bhang or ganja. 

53. Working well. Not capable of further im¬ 
provement. Very little of the drug is smuggled. 
The majority of eases are detected and offenders 
punished. It is impossible to prevent smuggling 
altogether. 

62, The total prohibition now in force is abso¬ 
lutely necessary. Were tbe use of the drug to be 
sanctioned, the spread of the habit would be great, 
and the results lamentable. 

64. Import and export totally prohibited in 
Burma. 

68. None. 


13. Evidence of Mr. TV. N. Porter, Deputy Commissioner, Upper Chindwin. 


1. Twenty-three years’ service in Burma. The 
Police and Commission. 

2. In this district and elsewhere, so far as my 
experience extends, hemp of all kinds is known as 
sii chauk. There are no separate names for 
separate forms of it. 

3. Does not grow spontaneously, but very 
luxuriantly, when planted, everywhere in Burma. 

4. Only s6 chauk. Yes. 

7. No. Medicine men sometimes cultivate a plant 
or two for medicinal purposes, but the fact is kept 
very secret. Nearly all the different forms of hemp 
arc imported by natives of India for their own con¬ 
sumption. Very little is cultivated, and that only 
after precautions have been taken against detection. 

17. Natives of India usually. Very few natives 
of Burma indulge in ganja. 

19. No. It is put in curry, the flavour of which 
it i6 said to improve. Tbe leaves of the hemp are 
also occasionally smoked with tobacco in the form 
of cigars by Burmans and Shans, but instances of 
either use are very rare. 

20. Shans in the Upper Chindwin used to do so 
under the Burman regime. The practice, however, 
was not very wide-spread nor general, and since the 
British occupation and absolute prohibition, the use 
of hemp has practically disappeared, 

21. The leaves of the hemp plant. 

22. Not used. 

23. Principally by natives of India, but very 
seldom by Burmans and Shans. 

25. Rapid decrease among Burmans and Shans, 


owing to the absolute prohibition of the drag and 
measures adopted to enforce it. The use of the 
various forms of the hemp plant is rather common 
among natives of India. 

27. I can’t speak for natives of India. In case 
of Burmans and Shans the practice of hemp con¬ 
sumption is so very uncommon that information in 
regard to questions Nos. 26 and 27 is not available. 
In fact, among them there are no habitual consumers, 
the young bloods only occasionally indulging. 

31. Among Burmans and Shans it does not 
amount to a habit. They have no difficulty in 
refraining from its use, because they so seldom take 
it, 

33. Hemp consumption is regarded with strong 
disapproval by Burmans and Shans. 

40. Yes; both by Burman and Shan medicine 
men as a febrifuge and digestive and remedy for 
rheumatism. 

44. On Burmans and Shans its use leads' to 
temporary mental derangement or intoxication, as 
it commonly happens that, when taken at all, which 
is very seldom, it is taken in excess. 

46. I can’t say ; the hemp habit is so infrequent 
in Burma. 

49. Y£s; occasionally, I have heard of a few 
instance^. 

51. No. None in the case of Burmans and Shans. 
With regard to natives of India I can’t say. 

57. The leaves of the hemp plant are sometimes 
eaten in curry. The effect is to intoxicate and 
induce sexual desire. 


14, Evidence of Mr. S. H. T. de la Courneuve, Deputy Commissioner , Pakokku, 

Upper Burma. 


1. Twenty-one years’ service in Burma ; sixteen 
in Lower Burma, and five in Upper Burma. 

2. Ganja is known in this province under one 
name only, vis., se gyauk, This is the flowers and 
leaves of the plant. 

3. I have never seen it grown. I have served in 
nine districts in Lower Burma and five in Upper 


Burma, and have never seen the plant or heard of 1 2 3 
it either as indigenous or cultivated. 

4. Sfe gyauk is the generic term for ganja. 

6. Not indigenous. 

7. No. 

14. No. 

19. Se gyauk is not used for smoking by the 
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natives of Burma. It is used as a medicine only, 
and that in very limited quantities, 

58. The absolute prohibition of the production 


and consumption of ganja in this province in 
1872-74 has had the best results and cannot be 
improved upon, 


15. Evidence of Mr. A. L. Hough, Deputy Commissioner , Akyab. 


1. Little or none. Ganja has been prohibited in 
Burma for very many year's and is not used by the 
people of the country so far as I know. 

2. Never saw or heard of anything but ganja. 
What I have seen looks like dried leaves or dried 
sprigs. 

8, None in Burma to my knowledge. 

14. None to my knowledge in Burma. 

19. I do not know how ganja is used. 

20. I know of no one but natives of India using 
ganja. 

21. I do not know. 

25. The use of ganja is, I think, on the increase 
in Burma, because the number of cases in court 
have, I think, increased since more native of India 
troops and military police came into the country 
subsequent to the events of 1885. My three 
years’ experience as District Magistrate of Rangoon 
leads me to say this, and the influx of natives of 
India steadily going on should cause this result. 

26. Cannot possibly know. 

86. The Financial Commissioner has asked me 
to furnish you with the following information 

(i) The smuggling of ganja. 

(ii) The success of the system of prohibition 
which has been adopted in Burma. 

As regards point (i), I am inclined to think 
after a three years’ experience as Deputy Commis¬ 
sioner of Itangoon town from May 1890 to June j 
1893, that smuggling has increased, and that it is I 


due to the influx of the natives of India from 
the Madras side, also to the increase of native 
troops since the events of 1885. The records of 
eases tried and the experience of the Rangoon 
Excise and Customs officers will, I think, prove 
that I am in all probability right. It is now 
brought in, to some extent, by post, but principally 
in Rangoon by the crew of the British India Steam 
Navigation Company’s steamers, who put it in 
floating tins, and as they come up the river some¬ 
where about Elephant Point throw it overboard to 
accomplices who are on the look-out in small boats, 
or sampans. 

As regards the (ii) point, I should think, con¬ 
sidering the fact that ganja is not used by the 
indigenous races of Burma, or if it is, only in veiy 
solitary instances, that the system of prohibition 
has, on the whole, been successful; but it is by 
no means certain whether the success may not be 
due to the fact that the use of opium has taken its 
place. I cannot give any other facts to support my 
view. The Financial Commissioner has also desired 
me to give the quantity of ganja smuggled into 
this district during the past three years. The ap¬ 
proximate quantity smuggled is as follows 

180091 .... 264 tolas. 

1891- 92 . . . . 267 „ 

1892- 93 .... 1,018 „ 

58. Hemp drugB are prohibited in Burma. 

60. Not produced in Burma, to my knowledge. 

68. None in Burma. 


16, Evidence of Mr. J. S. D. Fraser, Deputy Commissioner, Pegu. 


1. No personal experience regarding the differ¬ 
ent narcotic products of the hemp plant. My 
personal experience is only regarding the smug¬ 
gling of ganja into the province. 

My answers are framed from enquiries made 
from the Civil Surgeon, Pegu, the Hospital 
Assistant of Kyauktan (a native of India), the 
Subdivisional Officer, Pegu, and Township Officer, 
Kyauktan, both Butman officers of long service 
and experience, Mr. Fowle, the Subdivisional 
Officer, Kyauktan, who has seen service in Upper 
Burma, especially in Wuntho, a Burman doctor of 
thirty years practice, and Mr. Dias, an Advocate of 
Pegu, who knows the Burmans, their habits and 
customs thoroughly. 

2. Two definitions of ganja are only known— 

(a) Se gyauk or bin, which is equivalent to 
the Indian name of bhang, applied to the 
dry leaves of the hemp plant, whether 
male or female, 

(b) Ka\i-hpu, which is equivalent to the 

Indian name of ganja or dried flower¬ 
ing tops of cultivated female hemp 
plants. 

Charas is not known amongst tire Burmese in 
this district. 

3. Before ganja was prohibited in Burma, the 
hemp plant is reported to have been abundantly 

vol, vii. 


cultivated in Bassein district at Chauk Chaunggyi 
and Chauk Chaungale, and in small quantities in 
this district near the Yomas and Shwegyin dis¬ 
trict, as bawni. Mr. Fowle, Subdivisional Officer, 
Kyauktan, reports the hemp plant is grown in the 
back gardens in the Wuntho township, at the base 
of the spurs of hills radiating from the Maing- 
thong peak. 

4. Se gyauk or bin. 

Yes. 

5. Wild hemp not geen. Cultivated hemp used 
to be grown on slopes at the foot of rising ground 
on hills low enough to obtain sufficient but not too 
much moisture, 

6. The cultivated hemp plants were planted 
about three feet apart. 

7. I am not aware of any cultivation of the 
hemp plant in this district at present. 

8. See answer to No. 7. 

9. Not known to me. 

10. See answer to No. 7. 

11. Don’t know, 

12. No. 

13. Ganja has been absolutely prohibited in the 
province for the last twenty years, I should say it 

3i2 
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would be impossible to cultivate the hemp plant in 
the paddy kwins of this district. 

14. Not to my knowledge. 

Ganja is smuggled into the province ready pre¬ 
pared for use of natives of India. 

15. Unable to give particulars, as the subject is 
not known to me. 

16. Don't know. 

17. Formerly by Karens and Talaings. 

18. No personal knowledge on the subject. 

19. Ganja is sometimes used for flavouring cur¬ 
ries and medicinal purposes, 

Chains not known. 

20. No statistics available. 

21. Flat ganja, 

22. Charas not known, 

28. Bhang is used for smoking, chiefly by natives 
of India, in the district, and a few Burmans. 

24. Burmans don't drink bhang, but only smoke 
it. The Hindus are reported to drink bhang. 

25. Decrease amongst the Burmans. Natives of 
India use it when they can get it. 

26. Not known. 

27. Tlie poor class. Habits of life or circum¬ 
stances which lead to the practice not known. 

28. Not known. 

29. Tobacco is mixed with ganja, either because 
it is too strong or too expensive. Bhang massala 
is not known to me. 

30. As ganja is prohibited in the province, its 
consumption is practised in solitude. Mainly con¬ 
fined to the male sex and not given to children. 

81 (*). Yes. Not by Burmans. 

(i). Yes. 

82. Not known. 

83. The consumption of each of the drugs is re¬ 
garded by the Buddhists with disgust. Publio opi¬ 
nion (social and religious) is against the use of 
these drugs. Consumers of these drugs are looked 
upon as idlers, suspects, and bad characters. 

I am not aware of there being any custom of 
worshipping the hemp plant. 

84. Not amongst the Burmans, except in the 
few cases of persons who have become habituals. 

In my opinion it would he a serious privation to 
natives of India; but this question is one for the 
medical witnesses to answer. 

35. The use of these drugs has been prohibited 
for the last twenty years, and is now only illicitly 
consumed. 

86. No reason to think alcohol is now being to a 
certain extent substituted for any of these drugs. 

87. Charas not being known, the effects of 
charas smoking, compart to ganja smoking, are 
not known. 

88. Not known, 

89. Consumption of ganja by smoking is said to 

be less injurious than eating it. , 

40. Yes. 

The Karens give ganja to their elephants, and I 
believe it is used in the treatment of cattle-disease; 
but being prohibited, the Burman agriculturist will 
not admit the fact. 

41. The medical officers atid Burman doctors 
consulted say f yes.' 

42. See reply to 41. 

43. “Opinions differ, Offensive to Buddhists, in¬ 


offensive to natives of India. I don't know any 
respectable persons who are consumers of the drug. 

44. The medical opinion is it is refreshing, pro¬ 
duces intoxication, does not allay hunger, but creates 
an appetite. The effects last from three to six hours. 
After-effects are great lassitude and drowsiness. 
The want of subsequent gratification produce^ long¬ 
ing and uneasiness. 

45. The opinion of the medical officers and Bur- 
mans consulted is, these drags produce a noxious 
effect, but only to a very small degree. 

Does not impair the constitution of a Burman or 
injure digestion or cause loss of appetite. It does 
not cause dysentery, bronchitis or asthma; in fact 
it is prescribed by native doctors as a remedy for 
these diseases. 

Does impair the moral sense, and induces laziness, 
but does not induce habitB of immorality or debau¬ 
chery. Does deaden the intellect, and produces 
insanity, temporary and permanent. If temporary, 
the symptoms may be re-induced by use of the drug 
after liberation from restraint. The medical wit¬ 
nesses will give evidence regarding the typical 
symptoms and remaining points to be reported on 
under this section, 

46. The effects of the habitual excessive use of 
any of the drugs is the, same as the moderate use. 
Only the effects are more violent in form. 

47. No. 

’48. The habitual excessive use of these drugs is 
reported to affect the children of habitual excessive 
consumers. 

49. This question can he answered by the 
medical witnesses who will be examined. The 
Burman doctor reports that ganja is used by 
Burmese prostitutes. 

50. For the medical witnesses to say, 

51. Not in Burma. A ganja consumer is sus¬ 
pected of every petty theft in the quarter where he 
is seen. 

52. Same as 51. 

53. Yes. Personally I know of no case where 
excessive indulgence has led to temporary homicidal 
frenzy. 

54. I am not aware of Burman criminals so for¬ 
tifying themselves with these drugs. They fortify 
themselves with alcohol instead. 

55. Cannot say, as no such cases have come 
before me, 

56. No experience ; can't say. 

57. Ganja, when net moderately taken, eaten in 
a curry produces deep sleep and unconsciousness.. 

68 to 69, As the drug is prohibited, no reply 
necessary. 

70, Ganja is smuggled into this province at the' 
seaport towns by lasears and others belonging to 
the steamers that trade between India and this 
province. It is also sent by post to sqpoys and 
others in garrison towns and towns in the interior. 

Oral evidence, 

Queitton 1, — I joined the service in June 1878 
as police officer, and was transferred to the Com¬ 
mission in 1886. I am acquainted with most 
parts of Burma, except Upper Burma and the 
Arakan Division. 

Queition S5 ,—~I do not know of the Burmans 
' using the drug at all now. It has been prohibited 
for twenty years. The Indians can get the drag 
when they want it. I am told it is worth its weight 
in silver. An ordinary chatty full is worth about 
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Us. 50, , A ’man I arrested told me this was the pay up a fine inflicted on one of their fellows, and the 

value of the drug. The prohibition has been effect- darwan of the circuit house bungalow at Henzada, 

uat in regard to the Burmans, but has not had any who looked the poorest of the poor, paid up a 

apparent effect in regard, to the people of India. fine of Rs. 200, besides having a large quantity of 

I have no personal knowledge that the Burmans the drug confiscated. This man had 40 or 50 head 

used to consume the drug, but I have been told of cattle which he could not have bought out of 

that they did. The prohibition has been effectual his pay. A horse-keeper of mine who came from 

in preventing the Burmans taking to it, and I have Calcutta was found with a large pot of ganja, and 

been told by Burmans that some have given it up traded in the drug at his quarters, on my premises, 

in consequence of the prohibition. where, no doubt, he thought the police would 

Question 35 .—Nearly all the steamers coming hesitate to interfere with him. He also paid up 
from Indian ports bring the drug into Rangoon. his ^ ne once, 

I have served in Rangoon as police officer on three Question 59.— The prohibition as regards Bur- 
occasions, and as Town Magistrate. I have also mans should be maintained under penalties to both 

served as police officer. I have arrested men for seller and buyer. Sale to natives of India might 

Smuggling the drug both in Rangoon and the be permitted, and the drag so used should be 

Henzada district. The smuggling bv steamer is heavily taxed. The present system is the cause of 

generally detected by the excise officers and the a terrible amount of corruption among the police, 

Port Trust Inspector. Arrests that I have made and oppression by the police. Provided that pro- 

have been in houses after the drag has been landed, hibition is maintained as regards all, except natives 

Smuggling is very extensive in Moulmein. There of India, I do not think the licensing of the sale to 

is a large direct trade with the Madras Coast by the Indians would cause the Burmans to take to 

sailing boats. The Indian population is in com- the drag, because the habit has in their case been 

parison larger than that of Rangoon. There is a eradicated by the prohibition which has existed 

Madras Native Regiment in Moulmein, and they during the last twenty years. I think the large 

receive the drug more by post. I left Moulmein amount of smuggling which goes on with its accom- 

in March 1891. Up to that time arrests for paniments of corruption and oppression, and the 

smuggling were frequent, smuggling was largely fact that the Indian population is steadily inereas- 

carried on, and in connection with it there was a ing and will have the drug in spite of all restric- 

great deal of corruption among the police. The tions, afford sufficient reason for the introduction 

smuggling of hemp is a lucrative business; for I of some such measure. The profits which at present 

remember the sepoys of a regiment subscribing to go to the smugglers ought to go to the revenue. 



Evidence of Mr. Robert C. Stevenson, Deputy Commissioner, Yeu, 

Q 1.—I have had no experience of ganja eaters (Itis I.), the opium smoker replied ‘ Kyundaw 

or smokers in Burma, having only met two the Khinbya ’ ( It iB I, your servant, sir.); but the 

whole of the timo I have been in the country. ganja smoker meekly replied ‘ Kyundan Mvo ba 

Q 45.—The only thing I know on the sub- pay a J (It is I, your servant, My Lord.), This aneo- 

ject is that the Burmese consider that ganja dote, the Burmese maintain, illustrates the aggre6- 

depresses the nervous system, but especially affects a siveness of character caused by strong drink, the 

man's physical courage. In support of this theoiy, effeminacy of disposition caused by opium and the 

the Burmese cite the following anecdote : Three emasculation of character caused by ganja. This 

men were paddling along in a boat in some river in absolutely all I know about ganja smoking. As 
Burma, and in doing so had to pass a riverine Baid before, I have only met two men who smoked 

police post. One of the men was a drunkard, one ganja, and, unlike opium eating and opium drink- 

an opium smoker, and one a ganja smoker. * n g, 1 have never bestowed any attention on the 

When hailed by the police, the drunkard replied to subject, 

the question ‘ Be thudfin' (Who are you ?), Nga hfe 


18. Evidence of Mr. R. G. Ocilloden, Assistant Collector and Superintendent, 

Preventive Service, Rangoon. 


Oral evidence . 

I have been in Burma since 1858, and my 
experience of ganja has dated since then. I have 
been in the Customs Department since then. My 

J 'urisdiction extends along the river bank from 
'egu river to Kemendine on the Irrawady 

I was in the countiy when the prohibition of 
ganja was issued. I came into Rangoon soon 
after it was taken. There was no prohibition for 
twenty years. There was licensed vend, I never 
heard of Burmans using ganja. I knew that 
natives of India used ganja ; but we never saw it 
brought through the Customs House, so I cannot 
say how it came into the market. Licensed vend¬ 
ors were entitled to bring it There was no import 
duty j but I think that there was some kind of 
prohibition of import. Ganja and opium have 


always been, to my notion, kind of prohibited 
articles. I think that import of ganja was punish¬ 
able. I think the stuff was lawful only for 
licensed vendors to import. If-1 had come on a 
consignment to a licensed vendor, I should have 
taken no notice. There were such consignments 
from Calcutta and Madras, Import by any one 
else would be illegal, but was carried on surrepti¬ 
tiously. I remember some seizures being made. 
This happened to a considerable extent. These 
cases used to be dealt with summarily by the 
Collector of Customs. He would inquire into the 
case and adjudge the penalty. If the man did 
not pay he would be made over to the Magistrate, 
who would enforce the penalty. That procedure 
has been abandoned, except for small cases, since 
1870, Since then all cases of any importance have 
been left to the Magistrate. 
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I believe the smugglers were people like the 
ship’s crew. They brought the stuff for native 
traders or shopkeepers, who sold to consumers. 
The object, therefore, was profit to be realised by 
surreptitious sale. This profit was large, because 
the price in India was low and it was high here. 
Tins was time of that time as well as this, though 
the profit is higher now. 

The importation of ganja was not, I think, mate¬ 
rially stopped by prohibition, because smuggling 
sitil went on. I think it went on just the same as 
before, I do not t hink the prohibition made any 
material difference. 1 cannot say accurately with¬ 
out statistics whether the importation oi ganja 
was as great as ever, but my impression is that it 
was: that is, that the illicit ganja imported after 
the prohibition was not materially less than the 
licit and illicit ganja formerly imported. 

I think that since 1873 the importation of ganja 
has been going on regularly without diminishing. 
I think that of late years it has increased very 
much. There are many more natives of India. 
That would explain increase. 

In regard to seizures, a sudden drop in the 
number may be due to a change in the practices 
of smugglers. Then we would not know how to 
search for and detect consignments until we learned 
their new ways. This would in turn lead to a rise 
in the number of seizures till their plans were 
changed. This is the only explanation I can give 
of the great drop in 1889-90 and the increase in 
1893. I cannot recall any other explanation of the 
latter, except some information some of our officers 
got which enabled us to make important seizures. 
The last two or three months 6how seizures slack 
again. 

Magistrates give rewards. Sometimes half the 
fine, sometimes the whole of it, is given to the 
Customs officers who seize the stuff. They pay 
the informer by private arrangement. It depends 
on the generosity of the officer. I have had com¬ 
plaints made by informers and have used my in¬ 
fluence to get the informers due amount; for we 
cannot work successfully without them. All the 
seizures mentioned in my memorandum are quite 
apart from the police. Offioers making large 
seizures have sometimes complained to me of cases 
in which smugglers were heavily fined and went 
to jail without paying. In these cases no fine is 
realised and no reward given, This is discourag¬ 
ing to officers making seizures. I think some 
measures should be taken to avoid this. Again, if 
a conviction is not obtained, no special rewards are 
given to us. 

I cannot say whether every one who wants 
ganja can get it in Rangoon. I know that people 


can get it clandestinely ; but I cannot say by 
whom it is sold and whether everybody can get it. 
I hear that it costs one rupee a tola, and can be 
obtained in a quiet way. I hear and believe that 
there is a great deal of ganja in the country. I 
have been tom by informers that the drug oosts a 
rupee a tola. I heard that only a short while 
ago. 

The preventive establishment working under me 
consists of four Inspectors and two Additional In¬ 
spectors during the busy season (February to May), 
about twenty-seven preventive officers, and twenty- 
five “temporary” offioers who are kept on alt the 
year round. They get from Rs. 80 to Rs. 150, 
and the Inspectors from Rs. 150 to Rs. 300. There 
are also six patrol peons from Rs, 12 to Rs. 14 per 
mensem directly under me. I do not think that 
there is any extortion practised by this establish¬ 
ment. There has been no case of this kind. 

The average number of vessels that arrived at 
the port of Rangoon during the last five years is 
1203 for each year. Native boats moving about 
on the river are not looked at, unless they come up 
to the wharfs and there is inspection of contraband 
goods. Sea-going craft are systematically over¬ 
hauled. The trade by native craft from Chitta¬ 
gong, Calcutta and Madras has been almost 
entirely ent out by the steamer transport. I be¬ 
lieve they still trade considerably to Akyab and 
Moulmein, though not so much as formerly. There 
is the same preventive system as we have. We 
used to search such native craft carefully and often 
found ganja. I do not think that the nativo craft 
put in on the coast avoiding the ports. I do not 
think that contraband traffic is thus carried on. 
We have never heard of any traders resorting to 
such places. We would soon come to know if such 
craft were to visit 6uch places. We have no .pre¬ 
ventive staff along the ooast line. There would 
not be much difficulty, so far as I see, in native 
craft running in this way. They also like to do 
as much coasting as possible. 

The smuggled ganja comes principally from 
Madras, Cocanada, Bimlipatam, and other ports 
on the Madras Coast. It has not come to my 
notice that it comes from Pondicherry. We have 
had no cases. There is not so much smuggling of 
ganja as of opium from Calcutta. Wo have had 
no cases of late. Formerly we had some isolated 
cases. 

We have no dealings with the police in this 
matter. It is principally Chittagonians and Mala¬ 
bar people who pick up tins of contraband ganja 
thrown off from ships ; but I know nothing of the 
police being in sympathy with them. 


19. Evidence of Mr, E. Lewis, Excise Officer, Bangoon. 


Oral evidence. 

I am senior Excise Officer in the town of Ran¬ 
goon and the district of Hanthawaddy. I have 
been thirty-two years in Burma and for eighteen 
years in Rangoon. Before that I wa6 in eharge of. 
excise in Thayetmyo for a private contractor when 
the ganja was prohibited. I left him and joined 
the police in 1874. From there I joined the Ran¬ 
goon excise work. 

I remember the issue of the prohibition of ganja. 
The drug was largely used by natives of India in 
Thayetmyo, by men employed in the Commissariat, 
etc. It was used by natives of Burma, but these 


consumers were veiy few. The source of supply 
was Upper Burma. After the prohibition I made 
extensive seizures from Upper Burma in my police 
capacity. There was no other source of supply 
then, for there was no railway, and the journey 
was fifteen or twenty days. There was much 
ganja over the border. I was stationed in Alimyo, 
near Minla, and it was easily obtainable. The con¬ 
sumers prefer Madras ganja to local ganja, and 
elephant-drivers may have brought some up with 
them when'they came up-country. But I made 
no seizures, and have no facts to show that. The 
ganja'was extensively grown across our old border. 
I have seen it within ten miles of our old border. 
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There was some cultivation, but it was said that 
the plant grew wild. I have seen small plots of 
cultivation—up to half an acre. 

When the prohibition issued, there was immedi¬ 
ate effect on the few Burmans. But it had no 
effect on the natives of India, who suffered some 
inconvenience for a few days, but soon got as much 
as ever. They got it from Upper Burma. It was 
smuggled across. I left that part in 1875 and 
Came to Rangoon. When I came to Rangoon, I 
found the drag a saleable article. It is so still. 
They used to smuggle it by banghv parcel post, 
I have myself seized hundreds of tins. The tins 
would weigh from 50 to 5100 tolas. There is now 
a check on this smuggling by post, and the smug¬ 
glers have to take to other means of smuggling. 
The check is due to so many seizures being made 
and my getting many of the post peons into my 
confidence. An order was also issued that parcels 
for regiments should be opened in presence of the 
Adjutant. Parcels found to contain ganja were 
made over to the civil authorities. I understand 
that this order was issued by Government. The 
parcels came from Madras post and were addressed 
to Madras sepoys. 

Discoveries of smuggled parcels were also made 
in the hands of merchants in the town. It was 
difficult to obtain conviction, because they would 
plead that they did not know what the parcels con¬ 
tained. I used to make discovery of parcels and 
follow them up. Even if conviction were not ob¬ 
tained, the stuff would be destroyed. If facts did 
not justify a trial, the magistrate receiving the 
report would only order destruction. There are, no 
doubt, returns of these cases in office, I have my¬ 
self no figures. 

If I discovered a case through a peon I would 
share the reward with him by private arrangement. 
But if the postal authorities discovered a parcel 
they would get the reward. But they did not 
TnftVw many discoveries—only three or four cases in 
several years, perhaps from a tin happening to 
break or something of that kind. This postal 
smuggling has been much less for the last five years. 

Now ganja comes over in false-bottomed bas¬ 
kets, beds with ganja in pillows, etc., packed up in 
fish or meat, and. carried on the person. It is dealt 
with chiefly by the Customs officers. General 
cargo can pass if every part is not examined ; but 
I cannot speak definitely as to efficiency of ex- 
aipination. We only deal with the matter, as a 
rule, when the stuff has eluded the Customs De¬ 
partment. The other day I sent information to 
Mr, Wiseman at Mandalay about a large consign¬ 
ment of ganja having passed packed with cigars in 
cigar boxes, and he seized it. This illicit traffic 
has only come to my notice on steamers and not on 
native craft. .The native craft are well watched at 
Rangoon. The Customs authorities are very 
strong on this. But I do not think there is any 
watch at all on native craft on the coast. 

I have heard often of sealed tins of ganja being 
thrown overboard from steamers and picked up by 
boats. I have caught such cases by following 
steamers. But we work at great disadvantage, as 
we cannot fix the spot where such tins are to be 
thrown. And if we catch a man, he says, “ I saw 
this floating and picked it up. I do not know 
what it is. " We can then destroy the stuff, but 
can hardly obtain a conviction. 

The Customs people board native craft coming 
into the river at Elephant Point. I .think that 
cargo could be gdt rid of before reaching that point 
by dropping it along the coast. 

There have been a few seizures on Calcutta 


ships, but nothing like what have been on Madras 
ships. Ships are fined too where unclaimed ganja 
is found j and I hear that the agents make officers 
responsible for their own parts of the ship. I have 
only heard this of Calcutta ships. The Madras 
smuggling is principally from the French settle¬ 
ment of Pondicherry. 

Mr. Culloden'e figures show increase in seizures. 
I think this is due to the increase of immigration 
of natives of India, who use the drag, and atio to 
the extension of the Excise Act to Upper Burma 
and the recent measures taken to restrict cultiva¬ 
tion there. There is a great deal more ganja 
brought into Burma now. Formerly it was one 
rupee a tola. Now it is 'four annas only in the 
bazar. 

I am afraid I must say that the prohibition is 
ineffective in Rangoon. The consumers get their 
ganja all the same, and hundreds are getting a 
living by it. It is only in cases of enmity that 
they inform on each other. 

My excise agency is one inspector, four sergeants 
and two peons. This is all for Rangoon and 
Hanthawaddy. The police have also powers as 
Excise Officers. They help for the reward. No 
reward is given when there is no conviction and 
fine, except in important eases, when special re¬ 
wards are .applied for. I think my establishment 
quite insufficient to deal with this matter. It has 
to deal with all illicit practices regarding spirits, 
opium and drugs, and look after the shops as well. 
I do not believe that ganja could he stopped even 
by an army of officials and constant interference 
with the people. If they could not get it other¬ 
wise, they would send small quantities in letters. 
I do not know what would happen if ganja were 
not produced elsewhere; hut so long as there is 
ganja available in India they will have it in 
Burma. 

Our preventive measures undoubtedly lead to 
oppression. False charges are frequent. A small 
piece of ganja is put under a man's bedding. I 
have even asked often to have such cases thrown 
out as false. It is common in case of enmity, as, 
for example, one policeman against another, espe¬ 
cially if there is a woman in the case, Ganja is 
more frequently used in this way than opium, be¬ 
cause it is cheaper. Ganja is not only weight for 
weight cheaper than opium, but the ganja habit is 
also a cheaper habit. Two annas' worth of ganja 
will last a man three days, while one pill or two 
pills of opium will cost six pice. I think eight 
pies a day for ganja and three annas for opium re¬ 
presents the ordinary consumer's supply. I do 
not know the qualities of ganja. I only know the 
smell. Natives prefer Indian ganja and we seldom 
now find the fresh or green Upper Burma ganja. 
There is no smuggling from 'the East, the Siam 
direction, into Rangoon. 

It is difficult to discover the true dealers in 
ganja. They keep out of the way and pay the 
fines for their servants. But I have caught four 
such dealers. When information is got that such 
a place is a place of vend it changes, and the con¬ 
sumers alone know where the new place is. 

When the Burmans in Thayetmyo found their 
ganja supply stopped they took to opium. Find¬ 
ing it too strong to smoke and too troublesome to 
prepare, the Chinamen introduced a mixture of 
dried leaf and opium fried together. The pipe 
they use is a foot long with a small tube six inches 
from the bottom with four inehes of water in it. 
The smoke passed through that. The Burmans 
learned that. But that is also now prohibited. 

The Butman consumers, however, were very 
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few. Burmans use ganja for their cattle, not for 
themselves. The few consumers abandoned the 
habit on the prohibition. I do not think that the 


Burmans would ever take to ganja. During my 
thii’ty years' experience I have found that they do 
not take to it. They take it for their cattle only. 


20, Evidence of Major Pbile, Inspector-General of Police. 


Oral evidence. 

I am Inspector-General of Police in Burma. 
The military police are mainly Northern Indians 
and Gurkhas and also a few Karens, The civil 
police are almost entirely Burmans, excluding the 
European officers. In municipal towns we have a 
few Indians also, 

I joined the police in 1887 in the supply depart¬ 
ment or commissariat of the military police. Before 
that I had been in service in the army. For about 
a year I was Deputy Inspector-General of Military 
Police, and for three years I have been Inspector- 
General of the whole force. I think there are 
about 16,500 military police and about 13,000 civil. 
The military police have been employed in Lower 
as well as Upper Burma for about four years. 
They work over the same area as the civil ; but in 
Lower Burma and the lower parts of Upper Burma 
they are used for treasury and other guards and 
escorts. In Upper Burma, as they are required 
for sending out columns, they are more numerous 
than in Lower Burma. 

I have not much knowledge of the use of ganja 
by men in the force. I had a case about two years 
ago of a Gurkha who was reprimanded by his 
officer for quarrelling in the lines and tried to shoot 
his offioer. He was supposed to be a smoker of 
ganja. It was reported so by the officers and 
men ; but there was no direct evidence of his having 
taken the drug. I think the natives would more 
readily attribute such an act to ganja than to 
drink. They distrust a ganja smoker. I cannot 
say certainly what this Gurkha's character was. 
I did not take note of that. I do not know 
whether he drank alcohol. Being a Gurkha, he 
probably did. He went off to the Kachin hills and 
was hot seen again. So far, however, as I know, 
the discipline of the force has not been affected by 
the use of ganja. I do not find the use of the 
drug alleged as a cause of defects in working or 
breaches of discipline. If I found a man who 
smoked I should turn him out, because he would be 
breaking the law and also because he would be 
dangerous. I have turned out such men at the 
end of their three-years' engagement. I think 
also that there have been cases of dismissal for 
ganja smoking. 

I do not think that smuggling of ganja by the 
military police is common; and I do not think 
that the use of the drug is very common in the 
force, I do not think people not using the drug 
in India would use it here. Burma has not 


proved unhealthy to them. The force has been 
wonderfully healthy. On the contrary, men using 
it in India might give it up here owing to the 
difficulty of getting it. We recruit throughout 
India, and get, I believe, the same kind of men as 
join regiments. I do not think there is much 
smuggling of ganja into Burma. We catch cases 
sometimes. But I cannot give figures. I should 
have nothing to do with Customs seizures; but the 
police sometimes search on information received. 
Erom what I hear I understand that smuggling is 
constantly going on at the ports and also a little 
up-country across the border, but not so much of 
ganja there as of opium. 

Last year we had orders to go and establish a 
post at Sima, north-east of Bhamo. We left a 
garrison of three hundred men there. I heard 
that they were getting some kind of ganja and 
making it into a drink and using it. The Kuchins 
found it in the jungles and sold it to the men. 
We took measures to stop it. The men were 
Gurkhas I think, and there may have been some 
Sikhs among them. I think they made a drink 
of it. That was my impression. We could, no 
doubt, easily obtain a specimen of the drug. 
Sima is in the middle of the Kachin country. 
This is not the only case I know of the cultivation 
or growth of the plant, I understand the Sima 
stuff was wild. There was a seizure at Kyaukse, 
and another at Pakokko (1 think)—seizure of stuff 
cultivated. In the Kyaukse ease I think they 
were growing it round the polioe station itself. 
Cases of illicit cultivation would be dealt with by 
the civil police. It would be one part of their 
duty to report any plant found growing. But the 
policeman might not know his duty. We have 
not established poliee schools all over Burma; but 
there are orders to take up such cases. I cannot 
say from what date these orders have been in force. 
If there was special Excise establishment the police 
would probably leave it to them. I think that an 
Excise officer is bound to take a police officer with 
him for a search or seizure; but I am not sure 
whether the police would initiate such action. 1 
do not think that the checking of ganja illicit cul¬ 
tivation or smuggling is a matter that has been 
much pressed. There has been no such evidence of 
injury by the drugs as to call for much activity 
in this direction. Our civil police are generally 
recruited locally and belong to the same classes as 
the people among whom they serve. 1 have heard 
that ganja is cultivated among the Danus. The 
Danu civil police would be Danus. 


21. Evidence of Mr. J. D. Mercer, District Superintendent of Police, Moulmein. 


51. No; these drags are not generally used by 
bad characters in Burma. They are ordinarily 
consumed by natives of India (especially of the 
Madras Presidency) of the poorer classes who some¬ 
times commit petty thefts as a means of indulging 
in them. 

52. The same answer applies to the excessive use 
of the drag. 

53. No; on the contrary the excessive indul¬ 


gence in any of these drugs produces lethargy and 
eventually leads to dementia or insanity. I have 
not known of any case in which it has led to tem¬ 
porary homicidal frenzy. 

54. No; on the contrary those under their in¬ 
fluence are physically unable to do anything. 

55 (a). No; no cases of this kind have come 
under my notice, dhatura being the narcotic usually 
resorted to for this purpose. 





(i) I cannot say. Ganja is usually smoked in a j like sherbet and drank. Both, however, are sad 
eft ilium or earthen pipe, while bhang is prepared I to produce drowsiness. 


22. Evidence of Mr. B. W. Martin, District Superintendent of Police, Rangoon . 


51. A small proportion of bad characters con¬ 
sume ganja. Many respectable natives of India 
partake of bhang in the form of cooling drinks, 
others smoke ganja mixed with tobacco, others 
partake of it in the form of sweet halwa called ma- 
[ u m, Fakirs take it in the form of pills; they mix 
the ganja with pepper and ginger. 

Ganja leaves are also cooked in curries. The 
drug is smuggled into Burma from India through 
•the Postal Department and by steamers. 

In, Upper Burma the plant is often seen grow¬ 
ing near villages and is used medicinally. 

There is no connection between hemp drug and 
crime. 

52. The excessive use of ganja is said to be dele¬ 
terious, persons indulging in its use and while under 


its influence have no inclination to commit crime; 
on the contrary, the feeling is one of drowsiness 
with an inclination to remain indoor. 

53. Excessive indulgence of the drag does not 
incite unpremeditated crime of any kind, but I be¬ 
lieve it has its bad results on the constitution and 
the consumer grows cowardly. 

54. The consumer of the drag, when under its 
influence, grows lazy and drowsy, and consequently 
floes not go in for committing crime, but I believe 
criminals when in want of funds commit crime to 
enable them to procure the drug. 

55. Yes, there are instances where criminals to 
further their designs induce their victims to par¬ 
take of the drag j complete stupefaction can be in¬ 
duced by partaking of it without admixture. 


28. Evidence of Mr. A. G. Mayne, District Superintendent of Police, Pegu. 


61. Not in Burma. I have not come across 
any such cases during my service in Burma ex¬ 
cepting two cases mentioned below. 

62. I have not had much experience regarding 
the use of hemp drags. Where I served in India, 
dhatura and arsenic were chiefly used. 

58. No ; not to my knowledge. 

No. 

54. Yes, and in all cases in which the persons 
concerned are in the habit of taking these drags. 


At Sagaing in Uppev Burma in 1888 (?) the Sub- 
Major of the military police battalion was shot 
dead by a sepoy, who indulged in bhang. An¬ 
other bhang-eating sepoy of the same battalion and 
in the same year, 1 think, attempted to murder a 
Burmese girl. Both these men are supposed to 
have fortified themselves with bhang, but as they 
were not captured till two or three days after com¬ 
mission of the offences, it would be impossible to 
know for certain. 

I cannot recall any hemp-dragging case, vide 
my reply to No. 52. 


24. Evidence of Mr. A. J. A. Jardine, District Superintendent of Police, Bassein . 


61, [a) No. (6) None in my experience in 
Burma. I have not known these drugs used by 
Burmans. With natives of India, it sometimes 
leads to homicidal frenzy. 

52. In Burma, I have never seen a case of ex¬ 
cessive use. 

58, Yes j but I have only known cases of exces¬ 
sive doses of ganja leading to homicidal frenzy. 
This was in India. 


54. Not in Burma to my knowledge. But I 
have known a case of Burmese dacoits fortifying 
themselves in liquor. 

55. (a) I have heard of cases in Tndia, but not 
in Burma, 

(ft) I have not seen any cases, but I have been 
informed in India bhang causes complete stupe¬ 
faction. 


25. Evidence of Mb. W. G. Snadden, District Superintendent of Police, Maubin. 


51. Noj ganja is hardly ever consumed by 
Burman criminals. 


52, 53, 54 and 55. I have had no experience of 
the effects of the excessive use of any of these 
drags. 


26. Evidence of Mr, M. J. Chisholm, District Superintendent of Police , Akyab. 


51. Hemp drugs are not used by the Arakanese. 
The ChittagonianB and Bengalis, of whom there 
are a large number in Arakan, indulge in ganja and 
drugs obtained from hemp. It is consumed both 
by respectable men and bad characters. I do not 
think it has anything to do with crime. No in¬ 
stance has been brought to my notice where crime 
has been put down to the use of these drags. The 
people use it to allay pain and keep off malarious 

vol. vii. 


fever. Mostly all the violent crimes in this district 
have originated in liquor shops. 

54. No; not here. 

55. No case of the kind has been brought to my 
notice. 

57, Charas is unknown here. Ganja is used 
with tobacco and smoked by the people. 


3» 
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27. Evidence of Mr. E. H. Molloy, District Superintendent of Police, Meiktila. 


61. As far as my experience goes none of the 
Burmans with whom I have come into contact use 
these drugs. I have not come across any native 
bad characters who use them. It has apparently 
little or no connection with crime. 

52. These drags are not used by the Burmans. 

58. Not, as far as I know 5 have never heard of a 
case during my twenty years' residence in Burma. 


54. Not within my knowledge, neither have I 
been able to ascertain anything on the subject 
from the natives with whom. I have been brought 
into contact. 

55. No ; such a case ha 6 not been heard of in 
this district, neither do I remember hearing of 
any. 


28. Evidence of Mr. C. M. Prendergast, District Superintendent of Police, 

Sagaing. 


61. Natives of India are consumers of ganja; 
but I do not think Burmans are habitual consumers, 
Charas and bhang are not known in this district. 
No instances have come to my notice in which any 
criminals or bad characters have been consumers of 
any of these drags, and I do not think crime is 
affected one way or the other by it in this part of 
the countxy. Ganja to a small extent was grown 
in the district by Burmans, who did not know the 
same was prohibited; but it was grown for sale to 
natives, and not for their own consumption. 

52. No cases of excessive use have come under 
my notice. I do not know of any case in wKioh 
Burmane are consumers of any of these drags in 
this district. 


53. Prom enquiries made from old Burmans, I 
am informed that in the king's time some few 
Burman bad characters did consume ganja, but it 
merely had the effect of making them happy and 
sleepy; but the men from whom I have made the 
enquiries say they have never known a case in 
which it has led to temporary homicidal frenzy. 

54. The opinions of the people about here are to 
the effect that the use of these drags amongst 
Burmans does not tend to fortify them to commit 
crime j but that it would make them helpless and 
incapable to carry out any premeditated crime. 

55. I have not had any experience of any such 
cases. 


29. Evidence of Mr. W. H. Tarlbton,* District Superintendent of Police, 

Thayetmyo. 


51. The large proportion of criminals in this 
district, are opium smokers and not consumers of 
ganja, etc. 

Bhang and charas are not known to Burmans. 

Certain villages round Tindau and Thetngaibyin 
in' the Allanmyo subdivision are in the habit of 
trading in ganja which they bring into Allanmyo 
and Thayetmyo and sell to natives of India. To 


my knowledge there are no habitual consumers 
among the natives of India in this district, and 
moderate consumption of the drags referred to does 
not lead to crime. 

52, 53, 54 and 55. I cannot answer these ques¬ 
tions as no eases have occurred in this district, nor 
have I heal'd of any cases during my service in the 
Police. 


30. Evidence of Mn. E. G. Mumeoed, District Superintendent of Police, Tounghoo. 


51. («) No ; not in Burma,. 

(6) The u 66 of these drugs does not affect 
crime in Burma. 

52. See above. 

53. No. 


54. No. 

55. ( a ) Yesbut veiy rarely in Burma. 
(h) Yes. 


31. Evidence of Mr. R. A. E. Castle, District Superintendent of Police, Prome. 


51. From enquiries made, I find that bad charac¬ 
ters in this district are not consumers of these 
drags. If there be any consumers at all, the per¬ 
centage is so very small that it is unnotieeable. 

Consumption of these drugs has no connection 
with crime in this district. 

52. There is no excessive use of these drags. 

63. The only effect of excessive use is heavy 
sleep and stupidity. If excessive use he continued, 


it leads to idiotcy, but does not incite to crime, 
violent or otherwise. 

I do not know, nor have I heard, of any cases 
in which it has led to temporary homieidal frenzy 
in this country, though it does so in India, 

54. No, not as a rule, though there are except 
tional cases. Criminals, if they wish to fortify 
themselves, do so by drinking liquor. 

55, Yes, criminals do induce their victims to 
partake of these dragB, and so stupefy thorn. 


• (Summoned to attend at a sitting of the Commission for oral examination, but was unable to appear. 
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Complete stupefaction appears to be induced by 
this drag without admixture. 

The general opinion regarding this drag is that, 
if used, it causes heavy sleep and stupidity. Crim¬ 


inals require all their wits about them when about 
to commit climes, and so do not use it. 

Burmans, as a rule in this district at least, appear 
to fear the drag, seeing that it leads to idiotcy. 


32. Evidence of Mr. A. A. St. Clair Miller, District Superintendent of Police> 

Tharrawaddy . 

51, The drag is not used by the Burman bad 53, 54 and 55. No. 

characters of this district. 56. Not used in this district. 

52. It is not used. 


33. Evidence of Mb. H. P. Pedler, District Superintendent of Police, Shwegyin. 


61. The bad characters of the Shwegyin district 
are chiefly Burmans, and they scarcely ever use 
these drags even in moderation. Natives of India 
(Hindustanis), are known to use the drug in moder¬ 
ation, and when so used, its use has no connection 
with crime. 

52. Excessive use i& very uncommon. I cannot 
recall to mind a single instance of it in this district 
during the last year; excessive use is known to lead 
to- am kind of crime, which is known as “ run- 


53. As reported above, I know of no instances 
since I have been in this district. If used in excess, 
and if followed by crime, it would be unpremeditated 
violent crime. 

54. No; not to my knowledge. 

55. No such cases have ever been proved to my 
knowledge, and I cannot say whether complete 
stupefaction could be induced without admixture. 


nlng amuck." 


34. Evidence of Mr. A. D. Kiebnander, District Superintendent of Police , 

Minbu. 


51. The consumption of hemp drags is solely 
confined to natives of India, with whom I have had 
very little experience, and regret that I am unable 
to'give an opinion. 

68. The only case that I know of was that of a 
Hindu syce in my employ. He frequently indulg¬ 
ed in bhang and behaved like an idiot for two or 


three days at a time. He laid hands quietly on 
articles he could find and threw them into the well 
whilst intoxicated; he would not let any one 
approach him, and climbed up trees to escape being 
captured. 

54. I have had no experience of any such case. 

55. I regret that I am unable to give an opinion. 


36. Evidence of Mr, B. L. Cumberland, District Superintendent of Police , 

Magtoe, Upper Burma. 


51. No; moderate use has no connection with 
crime in general or with crime of any special 
character, 

62. The excessive use of any of these dings un¬ 
doubtedly leads the poorer classes to commit theft, 
to enable them to purchase the drag. I do not 
think it leads to crime of any special character. 


53. Yes; I have known more than one case in 
which excessive indulgence has led to stabbing 
cases, but in these cases there has been previous 
enmity. 

54. No; I think not. 

55. No, 


36. j Evidence of Mr. E. G. Me Doug all, Officiating District Superintendent of 

Police, Myingyan, Upper Burma. 


61. No; most certainly not 
No connection whatever 


1 


in this province. 


62. The use of these drags in most parts of 
Burma is so infinitesimal, that they have no per¬ 
ceptible influence on crime at all. 


68. Not that I am aware of. 

No. 

54. No. 

55. Perhaps in one case in ten thousand. 
Yes. 
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87. Evidence of Brigale-Surgeon-Lieutenant-Colonbl D. Sinclair, Inspector 

General of Jails, etc. 


Oral evidence. 

I am Inspector-General of Jails with Civil 
Medical Administration, including hospitals. I 
have been in Burma since 1871. I have never held 
charge of Lunatic Asylums and have no special 
knowledge of insanity. 

I understand that it was in 1878 that Govern¬ 
ment issued a prohibition of ganja. But I am 
unable to give any information of any value com¬ 
paring the state of things before and after that 

J rohibition. I was in military employ until 1878. 

know nothing of the use of the drug here. I 
think, however, that it prevails only to a very limit¬ 
ed degree, and that only among natives of India. 
I found this opinion on the experience I have of a 
few cases of the discovery of ganja in jails among 
prisoners who were natives of India. There were 
no more than two or three such cases in the ten 
years I had charge of jails. With this exception, 
I am unable to give any information regarding the 
use of the drug in Burma. I am therefore unable, 
from personal observation, to say anything about 
the effects of the drug. 

The Lunatic Asylum Report and Returns are en¬ 
tirely prepared in the office of the Superintend¬ 
ent. I am not responsible for them. I do not 
always share the Superintendents views, though I 
pass on his report. I think that the information 
on which causes are assigned is generally unreliable. 
I base this opinion on what I have heard from 
Superintendents of the grounds on which they 
make entries. They are anxious to get information 


and lay hold of anything they get, though it is 
often of little value. It is difficult to get any in¬ 
formation. We often cannot even get the names 
of individuals. The form prescribed has to be filled 
in, and the endeavour to do this leads to causes 
being entered which have not been fully ascertained. 
The causes in the returns might be shown as un* 
known where cause is not ascert ain ed There is 
really no objection to this. But the impression, if 
this were largely done, would be that the Superin¬ 
tendent was not taking sufficient pains to ascertain 
what^ the causes were. I should not like to say 
that it was a merit to have the entries in the 
column of “ unknown cause '' few in number. I 
see that in the 1884 report I make a comparison, 
with other provinces that would indicate this. The 
fact is that if the entries were numerous the impres¬ 
sion would be unfavourablej I should be inclined 
to think that the officer was indolent. Since then 
however, I attach less weight to the causes shown 
than I did then. 

The subject of the connection of the drug with 
crime has never come before me in my jail ex- 

f rienee. I have formed no opinion on the matter. 

have no sufficient materials. I believe that if 
there were any great connection between ganja and 
crime it would have come to my notice ; but that is 
only an impression. I have no facts on which to 
base any opinion. 

My duties give me no opportunity of judging of 
the working of the system of administration in 
respect to drugs. 


38. Evidence of Surgeon-Lieutenant-Colonel 0. Bakes, Civil Surgeon , Rangoon. 


Oral evidence. 

I have been over twenty years in the service and 
for nineteen years in Burma in civil employ. , I 
have had no special training in lunacy and no 
special experience in lunacy. I have had charge 
of this asylum only for a little over two months. 
I had never to my knowledge any experience of 
ganja insanity before I joined the asylum. 

Last year out of 169 civil' lunatics, 72 were 
Admitted from Rangoon. The lunatics from Ran¬ 
goon come for observation here; and the medical 
certificate is made out here. They come with a 
statement from the police, which is frequently quite 
blank, every entry being filled in as “ Not known ” 
or “ flit. 11 The only case of insanity ascribed to 
ganja which has come to the asylum since I joined 
is that of Abdul Kadar, He was sent merely with 
a letter asking that he be kept under examination. 
No information was sent with him. The Assistant 
Surgeon, Moung Thin, filled in the Case Book after 
seeing the man's friends. I did not see the friends. 
The friends very rarely come at all; and they 
cannot be kept. In this case I did not see them. 
The Assistant Surgeon entered “ganja eating” 
as the exciting cause, no predisposing cause being 


given ■, and the following entry occurs three days 
after the man's admission:—“ Some friends of his 
informed me that Abdul Kadar used to indulge 
himself very freely in the use of ganja with milk 
for about a year prior to his admission into this 
asylum. They say that the abuse of ganja has 
driven him to madness.” Setting aside this entry, 
there was nothing in this man's condition that 
would have led me to suspect toxic insanity. 
There were no special symptoms in this case. 

In regard to cases sent in from other districts, 
the information is most incomplete. In more 
half the cases received last year no cause of insanity 
was given. When a cause is given, we accept 
it as such. We have of course nothing else. My 
experience is short, and I have had no reason to 
question any entry made by a Civil Surgeon or 
otherwise in a “history ” received with a lunatic. 
I think that officers concerned are glad to tind a 
cause when they can. I think they are under the 
impression that it looks as if they were not zealous 
if they do not find a cause. The most recent orders 
on the subject are contained in Dr. Dalzell's Cir¬ 
cular No. 21, issued to all Civil Surgeons on 21st 
July 1892, while he was acting as Inspector 
General of Jails, 
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89. Evidence of Surgeon-Likutsnant-Colonkl P. N. Mookeejee, Civil Surgeon, 

Sagaing, Upper Burma. 


1. My knowledge of the drag is chiefly obtained 
from what I have seen of their use in India. 

2. In Burma no one is allowed to cultivate, 
manufacture, sell or possess either ganja, eharas or 
bhang. The Burmans in Upper Burma at least 
do not use these drags. It is only used by the 
natives of India surreptitiously. 

19. Ganja and eharas are used only for smok- 
ing. 

28. I have never heard of bhang being used for 


28. Habitual moderate consumers take about 
four grains of eharas, fifteen grains of ganja and 
about thirty grains of bhang leaves for a dose twice 
daily. Habitual excessive smokers take five, six or 
more times the above quantities. 

29. Ganja and eharas are smoked mixed with 
tobacco only. Bhang is sometimes taken by itself, 
but ordinarily mixed with the following:—black 
pepper, rose petals, almond, poppy and melon seeds, 
aniseed, and 'kasni, and sometimes sugar and milk; 
made into sherbet and taken as a drink. When 
more intoxicating effect is desired, dhatura seeds 
are mixed with bhang. 

Bhang massala consists chiefly of the above- 
mentioned ingredients and is used to make the 
drink palatable and cooling or non-irritating to the 
system, 

30. Bhang is frequently taken in solitude, but 
ganja and eharas are generally smoked in company. 
The use of these drags is .mainly confined to the 
male sex. I have never seen them given to 
children. 

81. I believe the habit of taking bhang is easily 
acquired, but ganja and eharas depend a great deal 
on the constitution of the individual'; some acquire 
it easily, others suffer more or less. The habit thuB 
acquired is not easily broken off. With some, all 
these drugs from a moderate use may develop into 
excessive habit. 

32. I have been told that during the Dassera 
and Kali Puja festivals, a good deal of bhang, eharas, 
and ganja is used. 

30. Half-educated natives, who would have 
taken to ganja or eharas, take to alcohol instead. 

37. I do not know the difference in the effects 
of ganja and eharas smoking, but bhang is much 
milder than either of the above. 

89. I have no experience of either ganja or eharas, 
taken by the mouth, but drinking bhang in moder¬ 
ation is much less injurious than smoking the above- 
mentioned drags. 

40. Bhang is sometimes used iu medicine by the 
native doctors, and also for cattle disease, but for 
what particular ailments I do not know. I do 
not know if ganja or eharas is used in medicine 
for cattle disease. 

41. The moderate use of bhang is said to be a 
digestive, and people who take it consume large 
quantities of food, but I do not know if it gives 
staying-powers or is preventive of disease in mala¬ 
rious or unhealthy tracts. Ganja and eharas 
destroy digestion, but give staying-powers under 
severe exertion, and are also used under the im¬ 
pression that they are preventive of malarious 
diseases, which I do not think is the case. 

42. The moderate use of bhang, as far as I know, 
is harmless. 


44. The immediate effect of the moderate use 
to a habitual consumer of bhang, ganja or charae 
is refreshing, produces slight intoxication, allays 
hunger; bhang only creates an appetite. The 
effect lasts from four to six hours. The want of 
subsequent gratification produces longing or un¬ 
easiness. 

45. I have seen several habitual moderate smokers 
who did not suffer at all, either physically, mentally 
or morally. Others have injured their constitutions 
by the u6e of ganja and eharas, and some have 
become hopelessly insane by the above two drugs. 

I have not come across any ease of insanity from 
the moderate use of bhang. 

I have known several instances of young sepoyB 
who had become insane from the moderate use of 
ganja, and one young man whom I met twenty 
years after he was—-then a harmless imbecile, 

46. I have no doubt in my mind that the habitual 
excessive use of the hemp drags injures the con¬ 
stitution and is often the exciting cause of insanity. 

49. I do not know if the hemp drags are used as 
an aphrodisiac, but I have been told that they help 
to produce impotence. 

57. I have never heard of ganja or eharas being 
eaten or drank. 

Oral evidence. 

Question l.—I entered the sendee twenty-six 
years ago. I have spent fourteen years in India 
and twelve in Burma altogether. My Burma 
service began in 1868, but since 1888 I have 
been continuously in Burma. I have been in 
civil employ for six years,—three in Madras, and 
three in Burma since 1891.' I have had no 
special experience of insanity. I have never 
held charge of an asylum. I have seen cases of 
lunacy both in my civil and military practice. Re¬ 
garding ganja I have had no experience in Burma, 
except a little among sepoys. My written answers 
are based on knowledge acquired in India. 

Question 45 .—In some constitutions the habitual 
moderate use may produce insanity. The case I 
have in mind is that of a sepoy who came from 
Madras in 1872. Believing that ganja was a pro¬ 
tection against fever, he began at once to smoke it. 
My enquiries led me to believe that he used to 
smoke only once or twice a day. My experience 
in regard to the idea that ganja is a protection 
against malaria is confined to Madrasi sepoys. 
The man referred to above became insane in 1872, 
and was sent to the lunatic asylum. I saw him 
again in 1890, and he was still imbecile. His case 
is that referred to in my written answer to ques¬ 
tion 45. , Regarding the man's hemp drug habit, 
I made all the enquiries that were possible from 
his comrades and native officers. I attributed the 
insanity, to ganja, because there was no other cause, 
no insanity in the family, and the man was per¬ 
fectly well when he came over from India. I 
arrived at the diagnosis by excluding other causes. 
I n cpiired the man's family history from friends 
of his in the regiment. There were some who 
knew him and his people. I looked upon ganja as 
the exciting cause of insanity in this ease. The 
man had only smoked ganja for six months. The 
man was excitable, talkative and noisy. He report¬ 
ed me to the General as not having treated him 
properly. He was then in the hospital under ob- 
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eervation. Besides the point o£ heredity, I con¬ 
sulted the man's Medical Sheet, which was all right. 
That was all the enquiry I made, and I thought 
that was sufficient to exhaust other causes. The 
medical history sheet only covered the period of his 
service, about four years. I had no knowledge 
of his medical history before that time. This is 
the only case of true insanity from the hemp drags 
which t have known. The other cases referred to 
in my answer to question 45 were slighter, and I 
cannot say if they were due to moderate or exces¬ 
sive use of the drag. Among the slight cases 
I remember a young sepoy going off his head and 


walking round the mess table. After two days 
he was all right. He said he was off his head, 
and did not know what he was doing, and the 
sepoys said his condition was due to ganja. He 
himself denied that he had smoked ganja. The 
sepoys said he had smoked on that occasion, not 
that he was an habitual smoker. Under the in¬ 
fluence of alcohol, people do not behave in the same 
way. You might say that the above sepoy was 
intoxicated with ganja, not rendered insane. My 
experience of hemp drug insanity is confined there¬ 
fore to one case. My answer to question 46 is 
based on that case. 


40. Evidence of Surgeon-Major S. H. D antra, Civil Surgeon , Mandalay . 


1. Having come across consumers of drugs in 
gaols, military police and regiments. 

2. These definitions are quite in accordance with 
my knowledge of the drags. I am not acquainted 
with these varieties. I have only known of one 
kind, viz., the dried flowering tops, etc. 

19. As far as my knowledge goes, ganja and 
charas are used only for smoking. 

23. Bhang is generally used for drinking, but 
very rarely, when ganja and charas (both of which 
are dearer than bhang) are not obtainable, it is 
smoked by poorer classes. Smoking bhang is not 
restricted to any locality or class of people as far as 
I know. 

28. (a) About twenty grains, worth one anna in 
Burma, and half an anna in India; 

(5) Varies a great deal, but about a drachm 
in majority of cases, costing .from two to three 
annas. 

29. Ordinarily ganja and charas are mixed with 
tobacco j and bhang is mixed with bhang massala. 

Exceptionally the first two are mixed with 
dhatura and nux-vomica; may be with cantha- 
rides or betel-nut, but never with opium. 

The object of mixing ganja and charas with to¬ 
bacco is to increase the quantity and prolong smok¬ 
ing by the poorer classes. Bnang is never drunk 
alone, but always with massala, which is supposed 
to produce a nice cooling feeling in the stomach. 
Dhatura is mixed with ganja and charas by jogis 
and ascetics with a view to increase the effect of the 
latter two and reduce their virile power. The 
object of nux-vomica I am not in a position to say. 
The number of ingredients used to form bhang 
massala varies a great deal. It ranges from black 
and white pepper, sugar and milk, to poppy seeds, 
seeds of water-melon, almond, pumpkin seeds, 
dried rose petals, fennel seeds, sugarcandy, corian¬ 
der, cardamoms, etc. 

30. These drugs are not used by all classes of 
people, but those who do use, are in the following 
proportion:—Bhang about 50 per cent., ganja 
about 25 per cent, and charas about 10 per cent. 
All of these are generally practised in company, 
rarely in solitude. Generally confined to male sex 
and after about 35 years of age, but bhang is at 
times used by females and the young, but not 
ganja or charas. 

31. (a) Yes. 

(4) No, 

(c) Among well-to-do people there is a tend¬ 
ency for the ganja smokers to go to excess, but 
majority of working classes use the drugs under 
moderation. 


32. I am not aware of any religious custom in 
regard to the consumption of any of these drugs - r 
but the consumers of these drags, when they pay 
friendly visits among themselves, are expected to 
offer a smoke to one another, as is customary 
among Europeans to offer a cigar or a peg. The 
custom is regarded as essential, and is generally 
temperate. It generally does lead to thd form¬ 
ation of the habit afterwards, but it does not do 
harm in any other way. 

36. Majority of men deny having substituted 
alcohol for any of these drugs; but from a few 
cases that have come under my notice I feel certain 
in my mind that the sale of ganja and charas 
being stopped, and they being so expensive in 
Burma, that it is quite beyond the means of many 
to procure them, that they resort to alcohol instead, 
and the consequences have been veiy serious on 
account of their going to excess in the hope of 
getting the same effect as that of ganja or charas, 
I have no actual proof to show at present, but I 
remember some eases that have come under my 
observation among gaol warders and prisoners. 

37, The difference in the effects of all the three 
drugs is, as far as my information goes, one of 
degree, cliaras being the strongest and bhang the 
mildest of the three. 

39. Smoking charas and ganja is less injurious 
than eating. By the latter process the stomach 
is upset. It produces vomiting, sometimes purg¬ 
ing too, and the individual, instead of feeling 
happy and comfortable, feels very miserable. I 
make the statement from what has been told to 
me by men who when on duty or long marches, 
when they could not get fire and chillum (the 
smoking utensil or pipe) for smoking, had to resort 
to eating, and the above-said was the result. Ex¬ 
cessive use of charas and ganja has produced in¬ 
sanity in a few eases. 

40. In small doses it has been prescribed as an 
aphrodisiac, but in large doses it lias been used in 
combination with dhatura as well as by itself, by 
jogis and ascetics as an anaphrodisiac. It has 
been also recommended as well as often used aB a 
preventive against malaria and bowel complaints 
caused by change of climate or water or by march¬ 
ing through unhealthy districts. 

41. (a) (i) and (c) Yes, it is decidedly beneficial. 

(rf) In bowel complaints, beneficial. 

44. Immediate effect is very pleasing. He feels 
happy and forgets his troubles and trials for Hie 
time being. He does feel refreshed. It produces 
intoxication which is, unlike that of alohhel, of a 
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very passive nature, It creates appetite, but at 
the same time if he does not get food at once, he 
can bear hunger for some time without much 
distress or discomfort. The duration of the effect 
varies according to the dose and susceptibility of 
the individual, but generally it lasts from two to 
four hours, 

45. (b) It makes one thin. 

{c) It interferes with digestion so far that 
he does not take the same quantity of food, but 
somewhat less. 

{$) It neither causes dysentery nor asthma, but 
it produces cough. 

{$) It does not impair moral sense; excess 
induces laziness, but in moderation it is quite the 
reverse. 

(f) Small dose excites sexual desire, but 
excess has quite contrary effect, In excess it 
deadens intellect and produces insanity, and appears 
to be merely as an exciting cause, The types of 
insanity are in majority of cases acute mania, and 
in a few, melancholia, and it is generally tempor¬ 
ary, but is apt to recur by using the drug again. 

(g) No, not in the majority of cases. It may 
be in a very few cases. 

46. Already discussed, 

47 and 48. No, 

49. (a) Yes. 

(») Yes. 

(c) Yes, by indulging in excessive venery. 

(d) Excessive use of hemp produces impotence 
without fail. 

60. Discussed already. 

56. When sufficient quantity of hemp is not 
procurable on account of its heavy cost, tobacco is 
mixed with charas and ganja with a view to aug¬ 
ment their effect at less expense. Besides, smok¬ 
ing a large quantity of charas and ganja is sup¬ 
posed to be more injurious than smoking a mixture 
of these -with tobacco. Dhatura is mixed with 
these by jogis with a view to bring about impo- 
tency, I am not aware of the practice of mixing 
any of the other drugs. Bhang massala is used 
with bhang with the object of its being a nervine 
tonic and it being very exhilarating. 

57. Vide 39 already answered. 

Oral evidence. 

Question t. —I have seventeen years 1 service, and 
have been in Burma since 1877. Nearly the whole 
of my service has been passed in Burma. I have 
been in civil employ since the latter part of 1878. 
I have served.in various districts in Lower Burma 
and in Mandalay. I was in charge of the Rangoon 
Lunatic Asylum for about a year and four months, 
and left that charge three months ago. I have 
had no other special experience of insanity. The 
information on which my answers are based is 


largely hearsay, but I have endeavoured to verify it 
by personal observation since coming to Mandalay 
in 1890. The condition of individual members of 
the Military Police attracted my attention, and I 
tried to discover to what causes the differences were 
due. For that purpose I enquired into their habits, 
their food, etc. In the course of these enquiries I 
found that many men indulged in intoxicating 
drugs and liquors, My object was to find out the 
cause of the falling off in physique which came to 
my notice in many cases. If a man came to hos¬ 
pital and I had to decide whether he was to be 
given leave I had to examine his medical history 
sheet and enquire into his antecedents and habits, 
I did not take notes of these cases. But I drew 
general conclusions, and those conclusions are em¬ 
bodied in my written answers to the Commission's 
questions. The history sheets, medica’ and other, 
did not help me to form an opinion as 1 , the effects 
of ganja on the man, but gave me information as 
to the character of the man since he had been in the 
battalion. As far as I recollect, the sheet roll did 
not record the man's habits in detail, but only in a 
general way. Some of the men confessed to the 
use of ganja, notwithstanding that the drug is pro¬ 
hibited by law. 

"When I got the Commission's questions I was in 
Rangoon. I made special enquiries from about 20 
men among the Military Police in Rangoon, the 
Military Police in'Mandalay, and the jail of which 
I have charge, with a view to testing the opinions 
I had previously formed. The men of whom I 
made enquiries were selected through my Hospital 
Assistants. I told them that I wanted to see and 
talk to men who were in the habit of consuming 
the drug, and the men who came to me were mostly 
consumers. When questioning the men I told 
them that I was only seeking information, and had 
not any intention of getting them punished. 
Most of my answers are based on my personal 
experience, substantiated by the enquiries which I 
have made recently. Some of my answers are 
hearsay. None of my answers related to the effects 
of the drag on Bur mans. In fact, I have never 
known a Burman to consume the drug. 

Question 36 .—The men whom I questioned told 
me that they could get the ding in the bazar, 
though they had to pay rather a high price for it. 
Two brothers I knew in Bassein, one of whom was 
a jail warder, used both to smoke ganja. One of 
them, who was unmarried, continued to take ganja 
in spite of the high price. The other brother took 
to alcohol, ceased to send remittances to his family, 
and became a drunkard, and was dismissed the 
Government service. This and similar cases have 
led me to the conclusion that alcohol is worse than 
ganja; and that alcohol is being substituted for 
ganja among natives of India in Burma in conse¬ 
quence of the high cost of the drug. 

Question 45 ,—My statement regarding lunacy 
resulting from the drug is based on my experience 
as Superintendent of the Lunatic Asylum in 
Rangoon, and not on any other facts. 


41. Evidence of Surgeon-Major P. W, Dalzell, Civil Surgeon and Superintendent , 

Central Prison , Bassein. 


1. In the course of practice both as Civil Sur¬ 
geon and Medical Officer of a jail, extending over 
thirteen years. 

2 , The only form in which I have met with 
ganja in this country is that known as flat, ganja. 


I have no personal knowledge of other varieties or 
preparations. 

19. Ganja which is the only form with which I 
am acquainted is, I believe, used only for smoking. 

23. I can give no information on this point. 
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28. I hare had no means of ascertaining this, 

29. I understand that tobacco and betel-leaf are 
mixed with ganja for smoking purposes. I have 
no knowledge of the preparation (bhang massala). 

80. The consumption of ganja is, I believe, 
chiefly practised in solitude and principally by 
males, but female prostitutes are addicted to the 
habit. 

81. I have so little experience that I am unable 
to give any reliable information on these points 
from personal observation. 

32. I know of none. 

36. I have no data on which to form an opinion 
on this point. In this countiy, ganja is only used 
by a few natives of India. The possession of the 
drug is entirely prohibited, but that it is used is 
proved by the fact that individuals are occasionally 
detected with considerable quantities. 

37. I have had no opportunity of comparing the 
effects of these different preparations. 


subjects have been thin and anmmip. When the- 
habit is carried to excess, it appears to injure- 
digestion, 

(d) I am not aware that it causes either dysen¬ 
tery, bronchitis or asthipa. 

(?) It certainly impairs the moral sense and 
induces habits of laziness. 

(/) It perverts the intellect and produces in¬ 
sanity. I have not had cases of toxic insanity from 
this cause under treatment, and therefore am 
unable to give an opinion as to whether the abuse 
of the drag was the exciting or predisposing cause. 
The form of insanity is chiefly maniacal. 

46, 47 and 48. My want of personal experience 
debars me from discussing these questions. 

49. The drag has a reputation as an aphrodisiac 
and is used by natives of India, who are prostitutes, 
probably to stimulate the sexual appetite. 

50. My knowledge of the effects of the drug ib 
too slender to enable me to do so. 


40. Not that I am aware of, I cannot say. 

41. I have not had sufficient experience with 
reference to the action of the drug to give any 
reliable information on these points. 

42. The above reply applies to this question also. 

44. I have never had a habitual consumer of 
ganja under observation; and cannot therefore reply 
to these queries. 

45. («) Yes. 

(6) Yes. In the few cases I have met with, the 


56. My knowledge of the effects of the drug is 
too slender to enable me to do so. 

57. In the few cases I have met with, the drug 
is chiefly employed for smoking. 

In conclusion, the drag is entirely prohibited in 
this province. I cannot recall an instance in my 
own experience in which a Burman was addicted to 
the use of hemp in any form. Want of experience- 
therefore precludes me from giving any useful 
information regarding its uses and effects from 
personal experience. 


42. Evidence of Scbgeon-Major G-. T. Thomas, Civil Surgeon, Moulmein. 


1. My experience of these drugs is very limited ; 
they are not used at all in South India, where I 
never saw any cases for eleven years; and in Burma, 
except from two or three Indian prisoners, I can 
gather no information from persons who have used 
these drugs. These drugs are obtained privately 
by natives of India, but now it is practically not 
known to the Burmese, who use opium, if possible. 

Charas in Burmese Sejao ase. 

Ganja=Sejao. 

Bhang = Bhdn. 

These two latter names seem to be used for 
ganja or bhang. 

19. Ganja is sometimes eaten with sugar and 
milk, when bhang is not procurable; ganja and 
charas are usually smoked by the lower castes, four 
or five times a day, 20 grains each time. Some¬ 
times mixed with stramonium seeds. 

23. No; it is only eaten. In Central India and 
North-Western Provinces, rarely in Madras, and not 
now in Burma; some have taken to opium, as 
ganja is obtained with difficulty. Bhang is eaten 
by Brahmins and better castes, one drachm daily to 
four drachms. 

29. Ordinarily, with sugar, milk, etc,; betel 
leaves, also, for taste. Exceptionally, nux-vomica, 
■which creates greater intoxication. Dhatura rarely, 
as it dries up mouth and tongue. Spices, sugar and 
milk. 


tarily. There is a tendency for the moderate habit 
to develop into the excessive. 

82. Fakirs and hermits use these drags largely, 
but there are no religious customs or rules which 
encourage the consumption of these, drugs, hut the 
reverse. 

88. Not to my knowledge. 

87. No difference in effects. 

39. All equally injurious in exoess, and also in 
excess tend to produce insanity. 

40. Not to my knowledge. No. 

41. (./) Improves appetite in small quantities. 

(6) Yes, beneficial. 

,(c) Not useful as a febrifuge. 

(d) Unknown, except to temporarily alleviate- 
pain (rheumatic, etc,). 

42. Harmless in moderate doses, otherwise it 
would hardly be used so extensively by various races 
and castes in Upper India. 

44. It is refreshing and causes pleasant sensations. 
Intoxication, yes. They both allay hunger and 
in small doses they create appetite. After-effects, 
headache, if much is used. 

45. (a), (b) and (?) Not in moderate doses. 

Id) No. 

(?) Not in moderate doses. 


80. Smoking in company; eaten in private; 
chiefly confined to males. Prostitutes are the only 
females who indulge in it. Children in Upper India 
are given these drugs to induce sleep. 

81. Easily formed. Difficult to break off volun¬ 


(/) Personally I have not known the use of there 
drugs produce insanity permanently, but I have 
not had charge of a lunatic asylum. I, have only 
met a few cases of temporary excitement from the 
use of bhang. 
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48, By excessive use these drugs undoubtedly 
may catise insanity. In moderate doses it enables 
natives of India to undergo a great amount of 
physical labour which otherwise they could not, 

47. Not that I know of. 

48. Not to my knowledge. 

49. Some Northern Indian races take these 


drugs as aphrodisiacs: and prostitutes use them. 
Large and continuous doses would produce 
impotence. 

50. In excessive and long-continued doses these 
drugs would act in the reverse way to paragraph 49. 

57. No differences known as to effects by eating 
or drinking these drugs. 


43. Evidence of Surgeon-Captain R. E. S. Dayis, Superintendent, Central 

Prison, Rangoon. 


1. Only from observation of prisoners and cri¬ 
minal lunatics who have been addicted to the habit. 

19. The ganja smokers I have come across 
make little or no distinction between ganja and 
charas, but my experience is very limited. 

81, As far as my information goes, the habit 
is easily formed and difficult to break off. There 
appears not to be any great tendency to develop 
the habit to excess. 

I am not in a position to give any definite 
opinion. 

44. It would appear to be refreshing and sooth¬ 
ing. It certainly does, in some instances, produce 
some intoxication. 

45. I have met two well-marked eases of insanity, 
which were apparently caused by abuse of tins 
habit. In neither case was I able to obtain reliable 
information, on which I could base an opinion as 
to the mental state before the habit began, I 
have no doubt whatever that persons of a neurotic 
diathesis might find this habit the starting point 
of mental disease. 

Oral evidence. 

Question 1 .—I am of eleven years’ service, and 
since 1885 I have been in Burma. I passed the 
first two years in military employment with civil 


duties in addition. Since then I have been in civil 
employ. I have been in charge of the Rangoon 
Central Jail since 1889, and as the accommoda¬ 
tion in the lunatic asylum is insufficient, I have 
had an average of 60 criminal lunatics confined in 
the jail. 

Question 45 .—The consumption of the hemp 
drags has not come before me as affecting the health 
of the people. I have never discovered ganja in 
the jail. I remember a small piece of some sub¬ 
stance which I was told was ganja, being once 
found on the person of a prisoner on admission to 
the jail. 

The only two cases in which I have seen any 
reason to connect the hemp drugs with insanity 
were criminal lunatics admitted to the jail, and 
they were Sikhs. The cause was put down as 
ganja smoking. I endeavoured to get evidence 
on the subject and applied to their command¬ 
ing officers, but failed to get reliable informa¬ 
tion that there had been abuse of the drug. Ques¬ 
tions put to the men who accompanied the prisoners 
also failed to elicit any information beyond the 
fact that they were ganja smokers. I was un¬ 
able to conclude with confidence that the insanity 
was due to ganja in these cases, because there was 
no evidence of excess, and I could not learn the 
previous history of the men. These are the two 
cases mentioned in my answer to question 45. 


44. Evidence of Surgeon-Captain R, H. Castor, Civil Surgeon, Yemethin. 


1. Practically nil, as during my military service 
I had no cases to deal with, and since I have entered 
the Civil Department in Burma I have been in 
the upper portion of the province, where cases of 
this nature are comparatively rare. Of course 
there are the well-known cases one hem’s of, of 
6 epoys running amuck from excessive use of these 
drags; but personally I have not met with one. 

2 . I do not know enough of this subject to give 
an opinion. 

19. They are chiefly used for smoking; but the 
Hospital Assistant states that he has seen lozenges 
made of ganja in Dacca and sold in the bazaar. I 
have known very few persons who drink it at festi¬ 
vals, and in their private houses both in Madras and 
Burma. 

23. Very often used for smoking in parts of the 
Madras Presidency, Eastern Bengal, and North- 
West. The middle class people generally, as a 
rule, to a moderate extent, but sometimes to excess 
at festivals, 

28, I do not know. 

29, Milk, sugar and spices are sometimes mixed 
with the drugs to make it more palatable. Opium is 
mixed to make it a narcotic Betel stalk is mixed 
with it to make it more intoxicating. I do not 
know bhang massala. 

vol. vii. 


30 and 81. I do not know. 

32. I do not know any particulars on this sub¬ 
ject ; but I know it is used at the Muharram, 
Holi, and other festivals. 

39. I do not know. 

40. Native doctors use it for diarrhoea and 
cholera; also for poisonous bites, and a narcotic. 
For cattle-disease, I do not know. 

41. (a) As a digestive. 

(4) Has a certain amount of staying-power. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) Narcotic, anodyne, and antispasmodic; but 
the action of the drag under these heads is limited 
and uncertain. 

42. I certainly think that to a moderate extent 
these drugs are beneficial, owing to their actions 
above named. 

44. I do not know. 

45. (4) Not, so far as I know. 

(c) Causes loss of appetite. 

(d) No. 

(e) Sometimes to a certain extent only. 

(/) Do not know of a single case of Insanity 
this drag has produced. 

3 H 
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48, 47 and 48. Do not know. 

49. I have heard of its being used for such 
purposes, but do not know of any special cases, 
fee rest of the questions I am unable to give an 
opinion. 

80. Do not know. 


57. My experience is limited on this question, 
and the only cases that I can recall now are those 
which I saw occurring at festivals, where some of 
the men both eat and drink ganja to an excess 
which subsequently acts on their constitutions and 
produces evil results. 


45. Evidence of Assistant Surgeon 0. L. Moonshi, Civil Surgeon and Superin¬ 
tendent of Jail, MaUbin, l'hongwa District. 


1. As the ganja is not much consumed by the 
people of Lower Burma, my experience on the 
subject is limited. The information furnished in 
the accompanying answers is chiefly based on ex¬ 
perience of the usage of the drug amongst the 
people of Lower Bengal. 

2, The definititions given by Dr. Prain of the 
three narcotic articles obtained from hemp plant in 
India cannot be accepted for this province, inas¬ 
much as, except the ganja, charas and siddhi are 
seldom used by Burmese. Ganja is locally known 
as “ saykyouk ” or dry tobacco. 

19. Ganja is used only for smoking. 

28. Unable to give any information on this sub¬ 
ject. 

28. Unable to give any information on this 
subject, as I have seldom corae across habitual 
or excessive consumers of ganja amongst the 
Burmese. 

29. In India siddhi or bliang is ordinarily mixed 
with coriander and cardamom, to give it flavour, and 
exceptionally with sugar to add to its intoxicating 
effects. Dhatnra is ordinarily mixed with ganja 
by thugs or highway robbers, and administered to 
their victims with a view of inducing temporary 
unconsciousness so as to facilitate their object of 
plunder. 

No; I do not know of bhang mnssala. 

30. The consumption of these drugs mostly 
practised in company, and chiefly confined to male 
adults. The female sex occasionally partake of 
bhang; children seldom consuming any of these 
drugs. 

81, Yes; the habit is easily formed and difficult 
to break off, as in the cage of any other narcotic 
drug, e.g., opium, alcohol, etc. There is always a 
tendency in ganja also to lead from moderation to 
excess in its use. 

82. I am not aware of any amongst the 
Burmese, but amongst Hindus siddhi is used on 
the fourth day of the greatest Hindu festival called 
Bijaya, and the custom is regarded as essential. 
It is always temperate, and not likely to lead to 
the formation of the habit or otherwise injurious. 

86 . I do not think that alcohol is now to any 
extent being substituted for any of the drugs, nor 
do I think it ever wil), for alcohol is deal’, ganja 
cheap. Half an anna, worth ganja will produce 
intoxication in a beginner, whereas half an anna 
worth alcohol will fail to produce that effect. 

87. The only difference in the effects of the use 
of these drugs is one of degree: ganja producing 
the strongest effects, and siddhi the least. 

39. Instead of smoking ganja or charas being 
less injurious than drinking or eating the same, 
I am inclined to think that it is more so, for obvi¬ 
ous physiological reasons which it is unnecessary to 
discuss here, 

40. Except bhang, which is prescribed by native 
doctors as a vehicle in cases of diarrhoea, I am not 


aware of any other preparation of the drag being 
used medicinally by them. Ganja is sometimes 
used externally for scabies, boiled in oil. 

41. Yes; moderate use especially of bhang acts 
as an appetiser, alleviates fatigue, and probably to 
some extent retards the wear and tear of tissues, 
consequent on severe bodily exertion or exposure. 
I am not aware of its anti-malarial effects, but I 
wotSld quote an instance from my memory, where 
three persons were bitten by a mad dog and of 
these three one was an inveterate ganja smoker. 
This man escaped hydrophobia, whereas the two 
others succumbed to it. By this I don’t imply 
that it is the specific for the cure of the malady, 
I have had no opportunity of giving it a trial. 

42. I do consider that the moderate use of bhang 
to those accustomed to it for aUy length of time 
is not only harmless but beneficial. Sudden cutting 
off of the supply to ’those will be necessarily 
followed by symptoms of dyspepsia and lethargy 
in works, 

44. The immediate effect is a sense of relaxation 
of the whole system, followed by intoxication. 
Like tobacco, it is refreshing after undue exertion. 
It both allays hunger and creates appetite. The 
effects generally last from one to two hours, and it 
is succeeded by a craving for more. When the 
first effects pass off, like alcohol, it has its after¬ 
effects too, but less in degree; and want of subse¬ 
quent gratification is attended with longing for 
more and general lassitude, aches and pains, 

45. {a) I have known habitual moderate con¬ 
sumers of these drags to enjoy robust health, 
possess sound intellectual powers and of unimpeach¬ 
able morals. 

(6) and (c) No. 

(d) No ; on the contrary, asthmatic people often 
resort to it, to allay their sufferings. Immoderate 
use causes gastro-intestinal irritation. 

(e) No. 

(/) No; on the contrary, I have known of 
moderate consumers of hemp possessing brilliant 
intellectual powers. Some of the rishis and jogis 
could be cited iu support of the above assertion. 
I have known sanyasis (those who have cut them¬ 
selves off from all socialities and turned devotees 
for life) well versed in Sanskrit and proficient in 
the knowledge of the fonr Vedhae, at the same time 
addicted to the use of this drug. All the cases of 
insanity that have come under my observation in 
Burma, in. none have I been able to trace its 
cause to abuse of hemp. I have seen some cases of 
insanity amongst the natives of India brought on by 
abuse of this drug, and I must confess that in .one 
and all no predisposing influence to the disease 
could be traced. The malady was solely due tooths 
baneful effect of its immoderate use. It genesally 
produces symptoms of violent mania. I have 
known cases to recover after the drug has been 
stopped and proper treatment applied. In some 
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Instances the mental powers have sustained an 
irreparable damage. 

I am not aware of any cases of temporary insani¬ 
ty lfeinduced by the use of the drug 'after libera¬ 
tion from restraint. The latter part of the ques¬ 
tion I am unable to answer satisfactorily, as I nave 
known none who had had to indulge in the. abuse 
of the drug to obtain relief from mental anxiety or 
brain disease. 

46. Habitual excessive use of any of these drugs 
will undoubtedly deteriorate the health, produce 
serious gastro-intestinal disorder, lead to im¬ 
morality and finally drag its victim to the gates 
of an asylum. 

47. Assuredly not. 

48. Same remarks as the above apply here. 

49. Yes; it is used as an aphrodisiac. The 
prostitutes use it also for the purpose, but to a less 
extent than the alcohol. I do not consider that its 
moderate use as an aphrodisiac is attended with 
more injurious consequences than its use as a 
narcotic, because the same quantity would answer 
both the purposes. I have known no instances 
of importance resulting from the use of hemp. 

50. Its excessive use as an aphrodisiac will 
certainly produce all those ill-effects of its abuse as 
a narcotic. 

96. When adulterated with dhatura and other 
narcotics, it will produce deleterious effects on the 
system whether used in moderation or excess. As 
already stated, except the administration of dhatura 
with ganja by thugs to increase its narcotic effects, 
I know of no other substances that are added to 
it to modify its effects. Both ganja and charas 
are usually used with tobacco as a vehicle for 
smoking. 

57 . I know of no instances where it is either 
eaten or drunk. 

Oral evidence. 

1 , I belong to the Indian Medical Department, 
and have been twenty-one years in the service. I 
took the degree of L. M. S. at the Calcutta Uni¬ 
versity in 1872. The first five years of my service 
were passed in Bengal and the last sixteen in Burma. 
I have 1 never held charge of a lunatic asylum, and 
have had no special experience in lunacy. 

45. My answer refers to the period during which 
I was Assistant Surgeon in Bengal. One case was 
a relation of my own, who began smoking at an 
early age and finished in the lunatic asylum. He 
began to smoke at the age of 16, used to take 15 


chillumt a day, and went mad after ten years’ in¬ 
dulgence in this habit. He lived close to me, and 
I knew him almost from childhood. I was about 
15 years of age when he began to smoke, and I 
was a Civil Surgeon in Bengal when he went mad. 
He and I lived as neighbours for six years after he 
began smoking, but the last four years of his history 
before he went mad was only known to me by hearsay. 
As we were closely related, I continued to know all 
about his habits. I am confident there was no other 
cause of Insanity but the ganja. The first six years 
of his smoking produced no symptom of insanity, 
but he neglected his studies and took to bad com¬ 
pany. The low company he frequented wa6 not 
criminal, but was vicious. He may also have fol¬ 
lowed vicious and licentious courses, but I did not 
attribute his madness to his licentious courses, be¬ 
cause many of the company followed the same 
courses and did not go mad. I have read of sexual 
indulgence as being one of the principal causes of 
insanity, and our Shastras contain the same teach¬ 
ing. Ido not think the moderate use of ganja will 
cause insanity, because I have known innumerable 
moderate smokers who have not become insane. 
The insanity generally takes the form of mania. 
Mania can be produced by spirit drinking, sexual 
excess, grief, fear, and many other causey In the 
present case there were six years of ganja smoking 
followed by four years of sexual excess in addition 
to the ganja habit. The ganja smoking w*» the 
exciting cause of insanity. I was not present when 
the man went mad, but I ascribe the insanity main¬ 
ly to ganja smoking, because I saw no other pre¬ 
disposing cause.. I could not differentiate between 
insanity due to ganja and that due to sexual excess, 
but in tins case attributed it to the former cause 
because others had indulged in sexual excess with¬ 
out going mad. The others also went in for ganja 
smoking, but not to the same extent as this boy. 
I knew them all as they belonged to my village, 
and am therefore able to make this statement. I 
could not say whether they indulged in sexual ex¬ 
cess to the same extent as this hoy. The case went 
to the lunatic asylum, but I don’t remember which 
asylum. The man is dead long ago. 

In the Gaya district I saw one or two eases. 
They were not, however, very bad cases, being partial 
aberration of mind. They occurred seventeen years 
ago. The cases came under my treatment as out¬ 
door patients, and on my enquiring the cause of 
their insanity I was told that it was excessive use 
of ganja. They were not under my observation for 
any length of time. I am not certain that these 
cases were due to ganja, as I am in the other case 
previously described. 


46. Evidence of Mahendba Nath Rot y Resident Medical Officer, General Hospital, 

Rangoon. 


1 . My information is from— 

(a) Occasionally drinkers of bhang in my part 
of Bengal as mentioned in the following pages, 

(J) Three charae smokers amongst my co-lodgers 
in Calcutta. 

f c) About 15 ganja smokers in my native village 
in Nadia district. 

2 . Dr. Prain’s information is, I believe, correct 

aa far as I have heard. 

I have seen only one variety of ganja which, 
^though I did not see enquiringly, I believe, is 
ra g™! , Chur ganja. I have not seen. Male or 
fffl yl e-classificatiflD. I have not heard of. 

Tot vii. 


The different products are known as siddhi or 
bhang, charas and ganja, 

19. I have seen them used only for smoking,. 
Ganja in cattle disease is given as bolus. 

23. No. 

28, As regards ganja and bhang I am unable to 
answer. 

As regards charas-— 

(o) Average allowance about 5 grains, oost 
1'4 pie. 

(1) I have not seen; any excessive consumer, 

29. Ganja is always mixed with a few drops o£ 
' water so as to make it slightly moist, and then 

3 h 2 
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prepared by kneading on the palm of the hand. 
This, I believe, makes it less pungent. 

Charas is put into a capsule of prepared tobacco 
(used in Bengal for smoking), and then put on fire, 
which melts the charas and. thereby gets it mixed 
with the tobacco. This has also the same effect. 

Bhang is used with black pepper, aniseed, rose 
petals, cucumber seeds, milk and sugar. These are 
supposed to have a cooling effect, but the term is 
used rather vaguely. Dhatura, opium, nux-vomica, 
cantharides or betel-nut is not used. 

Bhang massala is sold in Calcutta for the purpose 
of its being mixed with bhang, and is composed of 
black pepper, aniseed and rose petals. 

30. Ganja and charas smoking is considered de¬ 
grading in the Bengal society, and consequently 
they are not smoked in public; but when smokers 
meet they smoke together, and generally there is a 
place where they meet and smoke. 

Bhang is consumed in public, as sanctioned in 
the social custom mentioned under paragraph 32; 
but it must be mentioned that a son using anything 
intoxicating (even smoking common tobacco) before 
his father or men of that position is not sanctioned 
by good manners. I have not seen ganja or char¬ 
as used by females or males in their minority, nor 
have I seen bhang being used by minor males. 
Females seldom use bhang during the above-men¬ 
tioned social custom. 

31. I am unable to answer. 

32. There is a social custom in Bengal under which 
bhang is used on the fourth day of Durga Puja 
(the biggest of all Hindu religious ceremonies held in 
Bengal about September or October). Hindus re¬ 
turning home after throwing the idol into water, 
visit and embrace each other. During these visits 
bhang, prepared into a syrup with the ingredients 
mentioned under paragraph 29, is offered as well as 
sweets. It is not essentially necessary to drink the 
bhang thus offered. It is generally temperate, but 
as it is used once only in a year, and as there is no 
definite rule about the strength, people sometimes 
find the amount of intoxication produced undesir¬ 
able. I have never seen any injurious effect produced 
by this custom, neither have I seen any one being 
habitual consumer of the drug. 

86. None that I am aware of. Use of alcohol is 
very rare in my part of Bengal, but then alcohol 
shops are few and far between. 

87 and 39. I am unable to answer, 

40. Bhang is used as medicine by kabirajes, and 
as a family medicine in diseases of the digestive 
organs. Ganja is used in cattle disease. 


41. From my limited experience I am of opini¬ 
on that all the three in moderate doses are— 

(a) beneficial as a food accessory. 

(i) They give staying-power under severe 
exertions or exposure and also alleviate 
fatigue. My reasons for (a) and (6) are 
what I have seen. 

People after drinking bhang eat a good lot, bat 
those people ordinarily do not eat so much. In one 
case I recollect there seemed no end of the feed and 
the man had to finish because there was nothing 
more to give him. The few charas smokers I have 
seen were good eaters. 

Dooly-bearers in my part of Bengal are all ganja 
smokers. W hen their services are wanted.they have 
to be fed, and the measure of their ration is not an 
ordinary one. Amongst all labourers their labour 
is the hardest. They will never grudge a distance 
nor take shelter from rain or sun if they get their 
ganja, extra for extra. 

(c) I do not recollect ever treating a ganja or 
charas smoker. 

(d) I have no experience in any other way. 

44. Never had an occasion to enquire, hut from 
what can he seen outwardly, these drugs seem to 
he refreshing; do not produce intoxication that 
may be apparent in the consumers 5 actions and 
conversations; allay hunger and create appetite. I 
am unable to say how long the effect lasts, and 
what are the after-effects. But the want of sub¬ 
sequent gratification produces longing. 

45. (a) Habitual moderate use has apparently 
no noxious effect. 

(i), (c), [d), ( e ) Not that I know of. 

(/) Does nqt deaden the intellect. I have not 
seen insanity amongst those cases that I knew. 

46. The two excessive smokers I have seen 
were known for short temper and outspoken habits, 
otherwise there was nothing wrong physically, 
mentally or morally. 

47 and 48. I have not seen any case which leads 
me to that conclusion. 

49 and 50. I am unable to answer, but so far 
I know that ganja and charas smokers have 
children. 

57. I have not seen ganja or charas being 
eaten, but I have heard that when a ganja smoker 
falls short of his quantity, he chews and eats it, 
aB it is believed that to produce the same effect 
it requires a smaller quantity when eaten than 
when smoked.- 


47. Evidence of Assistant Surgeon Maung Thin. 


Oral evidence. 

In the case of Abdul Kadar, admitted this year 
(1894), three friends came with the lunatic. They 
were not related to him at all, but merely friends. 
I found out nothing about his hereditary history. 
They said they knew Abdul Kadar, and lived with 
him. They said he had been eating ganja with 
milk for about a year. They noticed he did not go 
to his work as usual, and used to quarrel with 
people. I asked about his previous habits. They 
said he was 6ober and regular in his habits, and 
never quarrelled with anybody. I asked how 
much ganja he took. They could not tell me. 
They said he had been quarrelsome for two or three 
days before admission to the asylum. He had also 


been regular at bis work until within two or three 
days before. When I asked how much ganja he 
took, they said they could not tell, but it was very 
much. I did not ask how often he took it a day, 
nor how much he spent on it, nor whether he was 
ever intoxicated with it. They said they them¬ 
selves did not take ganja. They were from 
Madras. I asked nothing further. 

I have been Assistant Surgeon in subordinate 
charge of the Rangoon Asylum, only for ten 
months. I know of only one case of alteration 
here of the entry made by the Civil Surgeon.iii 
the “ histoiy. 55 The cause had been shown as “ pm- 
known 55 ; but Dr. Dantra entered it as “opium 
eating. 55 I understand that this was because the 
patient came from a district where opium was 
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much eaten, and. this might be a probable cause, after consulting Dr. Dantra. and obtaining his 
Dr. Baker altered the entry again to “ unknown " consent. 


48. Evidence of Sona Mull, Brahmin, First Grade Hospital Assistant, in medical 

charge of Dispensary and Jail, Myanaung. 


1. My answers are framed according to my own 
experience. 

19. Ganja and charas are used only for smoking j 
but sometimes, if a habitual bhang drinker can¬ 
not get bhang, he will use ganja for drinking ; 
and in places where ganja is expensive or not 
easily procurable, such as in Burma, people often 
drink ganja instead of smoking, as a small quan¬ 
tity will be sufficient to intoxicate, while more is 
required for smoking. 

23, I have never noticed that bhang is used for 
smoking. 

28. 
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29. I have never noticed if any ingredients, 
suoh as dhatura, nux-vomica, opium, cantharides 
or betel-nut are mixed with ganja and charas. 

The following ingredients, called bhang massala, 
are mixed with bhang before it is prepared for 
drinking, viz., aniseed, black pepper, cucumber 
seeds, water-melon seeds, poppy-head seeds, and 
almonds. 

30. The drags are generally confined to the 
male sex, with the exception of some bad women. 

I have never known children to consume these 
•drags. 

31. It is easily formed and can be easily broken 
off. Yes, the moderate habit of using these drugs 
will gradually ran into excess. 

32. There is no social or religious custom that 
I am aware for the consumption of these drugs. 

It is likely to lead to the formation of a habit, and 
it is injurious if taken in excess. 

86. I don't think that alcohol is substituted for 
these drags, because, first, alcohol is more expensive j 
second, most of the people who are in the habit of 
using these drugs are Hindus and Muhammadans, 
who, on account of caste prejudice, don't like to 
take alcohol. 

37. The effect of charas smoking is the same as 
ganja. The effect of bhang drinking is milder 
than that of smoking charas and ganja, and has a 
more astringent effect. 

39. In my opinion the smoking of any prepara- 
ration of the hemp plant is not less injurious than 
«ating and drinking of the same, because in both 
ways it will affect the nervous system. 

40. I have seen in my country, Punjab, native 
doctors sometimes prescribe bhang drinlang for I 


menorrhagia, dysenteiy, insomnia, some forms o£ 
dyspepsia ; and barbers generally give bhang to 
drink to Muhammadan boys before the operation 
of circumcision. I have never seen any one prescrib¬ 
ing ganja or charas for any illness. Bhang is 
sometimes used by the natives of India on cattle for 
stomach diseases. 

41. The moderate use of charas, ganja and 
bhang is effectual as digestives, in alleviating 
fatigue, and as a nervine stimulant, but tem¬ 
porarily. 

42. The moderate use of any of these drugs is 
harmless, as people using these drags in small 
quantity once or or twice daily don't suffer any 
ill effects. 

44. The immediate effect of the moderate use of 
these drugs is refreshing and produces intoxication. 
It creates appetite. The effect lasts about four 
hours. The want of subsequent gratification pro¬ 
duces longing and uneasiness. 

45. I have never seen a man suffer bad effects 
by moderate use of these drugs. The moderate 
use does not cause dysentery and bronchitis, but 
produces laziness. About five years ago a police 
constable, a native of India, was under my treat¬ 
ment suffering from mania said to have been 
caused by excessive use of ganja smoking and 
bhang drinking. He was sent to the lunatic 
asylum. In 1877, while I was doing duty in the 
8th Regiment, Madras Native Infantry, I recolleot 
a Madrasi sepoy died suddenly as soon as he re¬ 
turned from tall fire. On enquiry it was reported 
that he had a smoke of ganja before he started at 
6 a.m., and had another smoke on his return at 
11 a.m. This man was a habitual ganja smoker; 
cannot say whether moderate or in excess. No 
post mortem was held. 

47 and 48. The habitual moderate use of these 
drugs does not appear to be a hereditary habit, and 
does not affect the children of the moderate con¬ 
sumer. 

49, The moderate use of these drags is practised 
as an aphrodisiac, and its use for this pur-pose is 
really injurious. The sexual desire which is pro¬ 
duced by the use of hemp drags is false and tem¬ 
porary. 

50. The excessive use of these drugs is sure to 
produce impotency. 

57. I have seen people eat and drink ganja 
sometimes, when they d!o not get bhang, who are 
in the habit of drinking it. 

In conclusion, I beg to say, although the 
moderate use of the above drugs is harmless, they 
produce laziness and stupidity, and there is always 
a tendency of the moderate smoker and drinker to 
develop into excess, which is injurious to the con¬ 
stitution, and makes the man useless for any 
labour. Therefore I think it will be good for tha 
public if the sale of these drugs be stopped. 
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49. Bvidenoe of the Right Rev 
Oral evidence. 

I have been in till Madras Presidency for 
twenty-two years, and-»ft»r eleven years in Burma. 

I was a Missionary in Tinnevelly, and afterwards 
Secretary to the S. P. G. Mission in Madras. I 
have since been Bishop of Rangoon. I lived 
among the people in the Madras Presidency, at 
ono time being seven miles from any European. 
My experience was in Tinnevelly, Ramnad, and 
Madras itself. I am also M. D. of Edinburgh 
University and did medical work as a Misisonary. 
For years I was five hours a day in my hospital. 

I suppose I must have prescribed from 300 to 500 
thousand times for natives. 

My experience with regard to the hemp drug 
preparations is absolutely nil. First of al 1, amongst 
the people of the extreme south of India, who 
consist to a great extent of the Shanar caste, the 
drug was not used at all. I never remember to 
have met any case where I had reason to believe 
that the drug had been used during my experi¬ 
ence in Tinnevelly. In Madras itself there were 
a few cases where the patient came and I was led 
to ask questions as to the use of the hemp drug. 

I have never had a case where a patienl came to 
be treated for the results of the drug; bit I have 
had iii MtfMas six or eight cases at the most, 
where I was led by the symptoms to ask questions 
as to the use. The use was admitted in one or 
two cases. But still I could not certainly trace 
the symptoms as the effect of the drugs. I have 
left all my records in the various hospitals, and 
besides, the cases are too few to establish any 
conclusion. In one or two eases the connection 
of the symptoms with hemp drugs was so far estab¬ 
lished that, though the patient complained of 
something else, I treated the drugs as the origo. 
There seemed to mo nervous symptoms, so to say, 
artificially produced. There was no insanity. But 
I saw signs, as I thought, of softening of the brain 
in one case. The excitability displayed led me to 
infer that the disease of the brain was caused by 
the man’s habits; and this' led me to make enqui¬ 
ries, the result of which caused me to associate 
the symptoms with constant use of the drug. It 
was a mere impression. There are many other 
oauses which might produce these symptoms; but 
by questioning one eliminates certain causes and 
is able to say: “ In this such seems to be the 
cause.” This case occurred about 1875 or 1876. 
So far as I remember, I eliminated other causes. 

I do not remember the treatment I followed; but 
I recollect the diagnosis. I think there were one 
or two more cases in Madras in which my impres- 


. Da. Stbachan, Bishop of Rangoon. 

sion was that brain disease was traceable to hemp 
drugs.. In those cases I found no history el liquor. 
Though liquor is more common than 8in 
Madras, I found no liquor history in these o«mt, I 
have never read of brain changes from ganja j but 
I presume they might result from it as they <tq 
from liquor. At all events, I diagnosed them 
as far as I could judge. 

At the same time my experience of hemp 
has been too limited to give any opinion on the 
effects of hemp drugs. Then it must be borne in 
mind that, though my hospital experience of hemp 
was small, there may have been more in military 
or police hospitals, and so on. My observation 
in respect to Southern India, so far as it goes, 
is that the drug is hardly used at all,in 6m 
Madras Presidency. The drug has never in any 
way forced itself on my notice in my itinerating 
work. It has never come before' me as one of 
the evils with which a missionary has to deal. 
And in my missionary vists to villages, when listen¬ 
ing to quarrels and so on, I have never found any 
of this set down to hemp drugs. 

In Burma the hemp drug has never come into 
my experience. It has attracted my attention 
only from 1 the raports I bfkvp read in regard to 
smuggling of ganjfc. I ewihred espies of the 
questions of the Commission to distribute, 
distributed ten copies, but only received one 
answer. I have since enquired, and am told that 
Burmans never use the drug. I have never my¬ 
self met a Burman who did. I should say from 
what I hear that there must be difficulty in getting 
the drug by natives of India, but that there is much 
brought in. My impression is that there has been 
increase of smuggling; but that may be due to 
hearing of more seizures. My impression is that 
scarcely a steamer of the B. I. S. N. Company 
comes in without some ganja. The company do not 
approve; but the stuff gets on board their boats. 
But I have never seen the drug used at all since I 
came to Burma. 

From my limited experience in Madras, I feel 
difficulty in saying anything definitely; but, gene¬ 
rally speaking, I may say that it is always diffi¬ 
cult to interfere with the intoxicant of a nation, 
and that it is unwise to do this without very grave 
necessity. T think further that there seems to be 
a physiological necessity for some kind of artificial 
stimulant in the human race. And it is a very seri¬ 
ous matter to attempt to interfere by force with 
the habits of a race or people in regard to their 
stimulants. It has to be done with the greatest 
caution. 


50. Evidence of Saw Maung, ex-Sawbwa of Nyaungyice State. 


Oral evidence. 

Fort Stedman is in the Nyaungywe State, The 
State is about 60 English miles in length from 
north to south by 28 in breadth from east to west. 
The Danu country borders on the State, and some 
Danu villages are within it. The name of the 
capital of the State is Nyaungywe, and it is near 
Fort Stedman. 

The hemp plant, then bin, is used but little for 
the drug, and principally for its fibre in the State. 
The Shan people only grow a few plants here and 
there, but the Palaungs, Sachins and Lawa? culti¬ 


vate it in fields to a very small extent, Tfie occa¬ 
sional plants grown by the Shans are used for the 
drug. The more extensive cultivation by the other 
classes is for the fibre. Each patch of this cultiva¬ 
tion would be less than the area of this hall (60 
by 85 feet), and nearly every house would have a 
plot. The drug is not made from this cultivation, 
and the plant thus grown for fibre is called “ gom 
bin.” The fibre is used in the house of the grower 
and it is not sold. The “ bhen bin ” and 1 gom 
bin ” are precisely the same plant. I do not know 
if the male plant is removed when the plant is 
grown as a narcotic by the Shans; but the stem of 



